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ADVERTISEMENT. 


1  HE  present  Volume  comprises  the  period  between  the  21st 
of  January  and  the  Cth  of  May,  1806.  In  the  pages  imme- 
diately succeeding  the  Table  of  Contents,  will  be  found  correct 
Lists  of  the  Ministry  as  they  stood  in  January  and  April ;  toge- 
ther with  a  List  of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  Appendix  contains:  1.  Copies  of  theTreaties,  &c.  presented, 
by  His  Majesty's  Command,  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament : 
£.  The  Twelfth  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Naval  Enquiry: 
3.  The  First  Report  of  the  Commissioners  for  Revising  and 
Digesting  the  Civil  Affairs  of  the  Navy:  4.  Report  from  the 
Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  Articles  of  Impeachment 
against  Henry  Lord  Viscount  Melville:  and,  5.  The  First 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Military  Enquiry. — The  Seventh 
Volume,  which  will  close  the  Debates  of  the  Session,  will  con- 
tain the  Financial  Accounts,  and  other  Documents  connected 
nth  the  Proceedings  in  Parliament  during  the  Session. 
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Bullock,  John,  Essex 
Biuibury,  sir  T.  C.  bt.  Suffolk 
Burdon,  Rowi.  Durham  county 
Bursiiersb,  lord,  Lime  Regis 
Burton,  Francis,  Oxford  city 
Burton,  hon.  F.  Nath.  Clare  co. 
Burton,  Nap. Christie,  Beverley 
Butler,  hon.  Ch.  Kilkenny  city 
Butler,  hon.  Ja3.  Kilkenny  co. 
Buxton,  sir  Rt.  John,  bt.  Bedwin 
Byng,  George,  Middlesex 
Calcraft,  John,Wareham 
Calvert,  John,  Huntingdon 
Calvert,  Nicholson,  Hertford 
Campbell,  Alex.  Anstruthcr 
Campbell,  John,  Rothsay 
Campbell,  lord  Jn.  D.  E.  H.  Ar- 
gyllshire 
Canning,  rt.  hon.  Geo.  Tralec 
Carew,  rt.  hon.  Reg.  P.  Fowey 
Cartwright,  W.  R.  Northamp- 
tonshire 
Castlereagh,vist.  Boroughbridge 
Cavepdish,  lord  Geo.  Aug.  Hen. 

Derbyshire 
Cavendish,  Wm.  Aylesbury 
Caulfield,  hon.  H.  Armagh  co. 


Chaplin,  Chas.  Lincolnshire 
Ch. s  er,  Chas.  Cas'k -Rising 
C^itnesttr,  !urd  spencer  Stan* 

.ey,  (Jam*,  fergus 
Chi.  r.ory,  sir  B.  bart.  Bandon- 

t»ri.:ae 
Cholmoudeley,  Tho.  Cheshire 
Chute,  V.'.ilifcio,  Hampshire 
Clements,  noi .  '.  i.eiinmshire 
Clephane,  Liaviil,  Kinross-shire 
Clive,  hon.  Ful.ert,  Ludlow 
Clive,  Wm.  Bishop's  Ca»t'.e 
Cochrane,  hon.  sir  A  le  *    Forres- 
ter, l-umfermlin,  o.<\ 
Cockere'l,  Charles,  Tregony 
Cocks,  hon.  Philip  J  as.  Ryegatc 
Codrington,  Chris.  Tewkesbury 
Coke,  1).  Parker,  Nottingham, 
Coke,  Edward,  Derby 
Coke,  Thos.  Wm.  Norfolk 
Colborne,  Nic.  W.  Ridley,  Blc- 

chingley 
Cole,  hon.  G.  L.  Fermanagh  sh, 
i'ombe,  Harv.  Chris.  Loudon 
Cooke,  Bryan,  Mai  ton 
Cooper,  Josh.  Ed.  Sligo  county 
Come  wall,  sir  Geo.  A.  bt.  Here- 
fordshire 
Cornwallis,  James,  Eye 
Cornwallis,  hon.  Wm.  Eye 
Corry,  rt.  hon.  Isaac,  Ncwry 
Courtenay,  John,  Appleby 
Cow;  er,  hon.   Edw.   Spencer, 

Hertford 
Cranley,  visct.  Guildford 
Craufurd,  Rt.  East  Retford 
Creevey,  Thomas,  Thetford 
Crosbie,  Jas.  Kerry  county 
Cummiug,  Geo.  Fortrose 
Curtis,  sir  Wm.  bart.  London 
Cur  wen,  Jn.  Christian,  Carlisle 
Curz'ju,  h  n   Robt.  Clithcroe 
Ci.st,  hon.  John,  Clitherce 
Dalkeith,  carl  c,  St.  Michael 
Dallas,  Rt   M.  Kirkaldy,  -Sec. 
Daly,  Pen's  B.  Dal  vayshire 
l>aly,  Ja*iies,  Gal  way 
Dauiell,Ra.pd  Allen,  West  Looe 
Dash  wood,  sir  H.  W.  bt.  Wood- 

stoc 
Dawkins,  James,  Chippenham 
Dawson,  Rich.  Monaghan  co. 
De  Blaquiere,  Id.  K.  B.  Down- 
ton 
Denison,  John,  Colchester 
Dent,  John,  Lancaster 
Dcvaynes,  Wm.  Barnstaple' 
Deverell,  Ro:  crt,  Saltash 
Dick,  Quintiu,  Wrst  Looe 
DickiiiSjFrs.  Northamptonshire 
Dickinson,  Wm.  Somersetshire 
Dickinson,  W.  jun.  Lcstwithiel 
Dickbon,  Wm.  Selkirk 
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Dillon,  hem.  H.  Aue.  Mavo  co. 
Dolben,  sirW.  bt.  Oxford  Univer. 
Douglas,  sir  G.  bt.  Roxburghsh. 
Douglas,  marquis  of,  Lancaster 
Drake,  Th.  Tyr.  Agraondesham 
Dugdale,  Stratford  Dugdale,  War- 
wickshire 
Duigenan,  Patr.  Armagh 
Duncombe,  Cha*.  Aldborongh 
Dundas,  Charles,  Berks 
Dundas,  hon,  Charles  Lau.  Rich- 
mond 
Dundas,  hon.  Laurence,  York 
Duadas-Saunders,hon,Rob.  Edin- 
burghshire 
Dundas,  rt.hn.W.  Sutherlandsh, 
Duncannon,  visct.  Ivnaresboro* 
Dupre,  James,  Aylesbury 
Durand,  Jn.  Hod  son,  Maidstone 
Ebrington,  visct.  Barnstaple 
Egerton,  Wm.  Tatton,  Cheshire 
Ifllbid,  sir  Wm.  bt.  Pl>  mouth 
Elliot,  hon.  Wm.  Leskeard 
Elliot,  rt,  hon.Wm.Pelerborough 
^Ellis,  Chas.  Rose,  Scaford 
Ellison,  Richard,  Lincoln 
Elphinstone-Fleeming,  hop.  C. 

Stirlingshire 
Erskioe,    hon.   Pav.  Montagu, 

Portsmouth 
Erskine,  sir  Wm.  bt.  Fiftjsbire 
Eitcourt,  Thomas,  Criclade 
Estcourt,  T.  G'rimst.  Devizes 
Everett,  Thomas,  Ludgersball 
Euston,  earl  of,  Cam. University 
Eyre,  Ant.  H.  Nottinghamshire 
FaJkiner,  F.  J.  Dublin  county 
Fane,  Francis,  Dorchester 
Fane,  Henry,  Lime  Regis 
Fane,  John,  Oxfordshire 
Fafquhar,  Jas.  Brechin,  &c. 
f  ellowes,hon.  Newton,  Andover 
Fcllowes,  Robert,  Norwich 
Fellowcs,  W.  Hf  Huntingdon 
Ferguson,  J  as,  Aberdeenshire 
Fe*berstone,sirT.bt.  Longford  co. 
Finch,  hon.  Edw.  Cambridge 
Fitzgerald,  rt.  hon.  Jas.  Ennis 
Fitzgerald,  rt.  hon.  M.  Kerry  co.  . 
Fitzgerald,  ld.Rt  S.  KiJdare  co. 
Fitzgerald,  Rt.  Un.  Coric  county 
Fi.zharris,  visct.  Horsham 
Fitzbugh,  Wm.  Tiverton 
Fitzpatrick,  rt.  hon.  R.  Tavistoc 
Fitzroy,  Id.  Chas.  Edmundsbury 
Fletcher,  sir  H.  bt.  Cumberland 
Foley,  hon.  Andrew,  Droitwich 
Foley,  Thomas,  Droitwich 
Foljamhe,F.Fer.  Hicham  Ferrers 
Folkes,  sir  M.  B.  bt.  King's  Lynn 
Folkestone,  visct.  New  Sarum 
IJanblanque,  John,  Camelford 
Forester,  Cecil,  Wenloe 
Fortescue,  W.  C.  Louth  county 
Foster,  rt.  hon.  J.  Louth  count} 
Fox,  rt.  hon.  C.  J.  Westminster 
Francis,  Philip,  Appleby 
Frankland,  Wm.  Thirsk 
Frederick,  sir  John,  bt.  Surrey 
Frcuch,  Arth.  Roscommon  co. 
Fuller,  John,  Sussex 
Tydell,  Tho.  jun.  Boston 
Gamon,  sir  Rd.  bt.  Winchester 


Gardner,  lord,  Westminster 
Garland,  George,  Poole 
Garlies,  visct.  Cockermouth 
G arrow,  William,  Gatton 
Gascoyne,  Isaac,  Liverpool 
Geary,  sir  Wm.  bart.  Kent 
Gibbs,  sir  Vic.  kt  Totness 
Giles,  Dan.  East  Grinstead 
Glassford,  Henry,  Dumbarton- 
shire 
Glenbervie,  lord,  Hastings 
Goddard,  Amb.  Wiltshire 
Godfrey, Thomas,  Hythe 
G oldi ng,  Edward,  Plympton 
Gooch,  Th.  Sherlock,  Suffolk 
Gonver,  lord  Q.  L.  Staffordshire 
Gower,  Edw.  Lcveson,  Truro 
Graham,  sir  Jas.  bart.  Ripon 
Graham,  Jas.  Stranraer 
Graham,  Thomas,  Perthshire 
Grant,  Chas.  Inverness-shire 
Grant,  Francis,  Wm.  Cullen 
Grant,  right  hon.  sir  Wm.  fcnt. 

Bamffshirc 
Grattan,  Henry,  Malton 
Greene,  W.  Dungarvan  borough 
Gregor,  Francis,  Cornwall 
Grenfell,  Pasco e,  jun.  Mario w 
Grenville,rt,hn.T.  Buckingham 
Grevije,  hon.  R.  Fulk,  Windsor 
Grimstone,  hon.  J.W.St.Alban's 
Grosvenor,  Richard  Erie  Drax, 

Chester 
Grosvenor,  Thomas,  Chester 
Gunning,  G.  W.  Hastings 
Hamilton,  Id.  A.  Lanerkshire 
Hamilton,  sir  C.  bt.  Dungannon 
Hamilton,  Hans,  Dublin  county 
Hamilton,  sir  H.  Dalrympte,  bt. 

Ayrshire 
Hamrr.ct,  John,  Taunton 
Hamond,  sir  A.  S.  bt.  Ipswich 
liardman,  E.  Droghedaco.&tu. 
Harrison,  John,  Thetford 
Hartopp,  sirE.C.bt.  Leicestersh.  . . 
Harvey i  Eliab,  Essex 
Hawkins,  sir  C.bt.  Gramponnd 
Hawthorn,  C.  S.  Downpatric 
Heathcote,  sirG.bt.  Lincolnshire 
Heathcote,  John,  Ripon 
Heathcote,  sirW.  bt.  Hampshire 
Henderson,  Ant.  Bracley 
Hennik«r,  lord,  Rutland 
Herbert,  hon.  Chas.  Wilton 
Hill,  sir  Geo.  Fitz,  bt  London- 
derry 
Hill,  John,  Shrewsbury 
Hill,  sir  Rich,  bt,  Shropshire 
Hill,  hon.  Wm.  Shrewsbury 
Hilliard,  Edward,  Horsham 
Hinchinbrooke,  visct.  Hunting- 
donshire 
Hippisley,  sir  J,  C.bt.  Sudbury 
Hobhouse,  Beni.  Gram  pound 
Hod  son,  John,  Wigan 
Holdsworth,  A.  H.  Dartmouth 
Hoi  ford,  G.  P.  Bossincy 
Holland,  H.  jun.  Okehampton 
Holland,  sirN.  bt.  Great Bedwin 
Honeyman,  Rt  Orkueyshire 
Hon y  wood,  Filmer,  Kent 
Hope,  hon.  A.  Linlithgowshire 
Hope,  on.  C.  Haddingtonshire 


1  Hope,  W.  J.  Dumfriesshire 
J  Horrocks  Samuel,  Preston 
Howatd,  Henry,  Gloucc^tei 
Howiclp,  vi^ct.  Northumbcrl 
Huddlestoni  John,  Biidirew; 
Hughes,  Wm.  L.  Wailtngfo 
fiulkes,  James,  Rochester 
Hume,  W.  H.  Wicklow  coa 
Huntingfield,  lord,  Dunwicl 
Hur 't,  Rol>t  Shaftesbury 
Huskisson,  Wm.  Leskeard' 
Nussey,  Win.  New  Sarum 
Hutchinson,  hon.  C.  H.  Cori 
Jaffray,  John,  East  Retford 
Jt  ffcry,  John,  Poole 
Jekyll,  Joseph,  Colne 
Jephson,  Denham,  Mallow* 
Jervis,  T.  Yarmouth,  Norf 
Inglis,  sir  H.  bt.  Ash  burton 
Jodnrell,  Henry,  Bramber 
Johnes,  Thps.  Cardiganshir 
Johnstone,  George,  Hcydoi 
Jolliffe,  HyKon,  Petersfield 
Jones,  Th.  Typwhitt,  Athloi 
Jones,  Walter,  Coleraine 
Kean . ,  sir  Jn.  bt  Youghall 
Keck,  G.  A.  L,  Leicesiershi 
Keene,  Whitshed,  Montgoift 
Kensington,  Id..  Haverfordw 
Ker,  Rd.  Gerv.  Newport,  Hi 
King,  hn.E.Ros common  con 
King,  Jn.  Enneskillen 
King,  sir  J.  Dash  wood,  bt.  CI 

ping-W3TCOtnbe 
Kingston,  John,  Lymington 
Kirkwall,  visct.  Heytesbu/j 
Knight,  Rich.  Payne,  Ludk 
Knox,  hn.  G.  Trinity  Col.  D 
Kynaston -Powell, J.  Shropsl 
Ladbroke,  Robt.  Winchilse 
Lamb,  hon.  Wm.  Leominste 
Lambton,  Ralph,  Jn.  Durhs 
Langham,  Jas.  St.  Germain 
I*angston,  John,  Portaningt 
J.angton,  W.  G.  Sormrsetsh 
Lascclles,  hon.  E.  Northallei 
Lasceiles,  hon.  H.  Yorkshir 
Latouche,  D.  Catherlogh  co 
Latouche,  Jn.  jun.  Dublin  < 
Latouche,  Pet.  jun.  Leitrim 
Latouche,  Rt.  Kildare  count 
Laurence,  F.  Peterborough 
Lawley,sir  Rtbt  Newcas.  ui 
Lee,  Edw.  Waterford  count; 
Lefevre,  Cha.  Shaw,  Readin 
Le  Fleming,  sir  M.  bt  Westn 

land 
Leigh,  J.  H.  Marlborough 
Leigh,  Robt.  Holt,  Wigan 
Leland,  John,  Stamford 
Lemon,  John,  Truro 
Lemon,  sir  Wm.  bart.  Cow 
Lenox,  Charles,  Sussex 
Leslie,  Ch.  P.  Monaghanshi 
Leycester,  Hugh,  Milbune  1 
Littleton, sir  £.  bt.  Staffordsl 
Loftus,  Wm.  Tamworth 
Long,  rt.  hon.  Cha.  Wendoi 
Longfield,  M.  Cork  city 
Lopes,sir  M.M.bt.  New  Rom 
Lovaine,  lord,  fcecralston 
Loveden,  Edw.  L.  Shaftesbi 
Lowther,  Jas.  Westmorland 
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Lmttfr,  J«e,n,  Cumberland 
IsMw*.  Je*n,  Lcomtutet 
U*  melon,  x\r  S.  tn.  Pun  yn 
Hi.  Jn.  tUMMa,  Mbtiicad 


IIUUwj. Mb,  Ahiborouijh 

bMO,    E.  .*         \rilrj|i,    ,-,,. 

.,  W.  A.  Iluitoti 
•erro,  M-  D.    l.udeemhnU 
Kfcaraiar,  O.  B.  Middliv-x 
■wtiwd,  jotiB,  Cblpwwattrn 

B-o»,.4t»o™re.lrt..San.livi.'l. 
nc»,  M.  Q.  S.('Binbrtil/i-sli. 

■M.AJBII.  t*«IC»P*tcr 

'         (,  Robert.  Caiubri<lce 

b,  John,  Portsmouth 
fcrthMP.Otfccrne,  Culne 
"■■mil,  >t.rt.  BcMtaMi 

'Wi,;»im>i1  Ttrwkewhtttjr 
fceia.  l«b,  G.l««v  oOnnt* 
1mSi«,  Tttct.  Tipr*'""  ■* 

■ 

bn.Vtu 


nil,  Mn.  Rt. 
Lit.  W*.  Onnt  tirhnsby 

.   .     ■      ■  ■ 


Mh,C.  GeJwsy,  Wailiiuribrd 
*ft.  *'n.  Cerretitrv 
Kfco.inW.  M.  b--rt.  Ywrk 
HAnt,  «n.  Been!*!"!! 
»«K.  Win.  Winehil** 
•wim,  boo.  Eri-  Stafford 

i   W—IW.  'd.  Ft.  UaatintOomh. 

LHwf  JBos-y,  it.  bon- filial,  bt. 

bbn. Charles,  Hc>  testrory 
bm,  Peter,  Carenlrv 
■MhM,  C  Warwickshire 
Rbim,   It  fc-jTu  sir  Chut.  lit. 

■Vrjn.Oun-  Mon/ticsrthahire 
ftngrf,  Wat  Taundn 
aa?rS,.Lirt_  Mtrpcili 
■arw.EdTr.  Ne  «rp  art ,  Cornwall 
\  jwwm,  KuW.  Gloucester 
lnU,tfT    bart-  Flpirtrtiire 
Jtafr.  E.  K.  I>e*trryb  re 
™  »,K.inH..  lirEOt-Brid- 

*"•*,  (Vs.  fftTftrf 

■      bwri.Jewti.   B«»»ri 


*---'. a/!--.  ■*«*   J 


Noel.  Gerard  Noel,  Holland 
Norman,  Bieh.  B«mh-T 
North,  Dudley,.  Bun  bur  v 
Northey.Wm.  r.«wpurt,l'oniw. 
Norton,  hon.  J.  C.  Guild  w 
O'Brien,  sir  E. lit.  Unio  omul, 
OdcU.Wro.  LimwiffccuuBty 
(J'Han,  Chan.  Slijucouuty 
Oliver,  C.  S.  Iliniflf  curil'v 
O'Neil.hon.J.R,  B.  Antntoe*. 
Orchard,  Paul,  niaaflbiii 
On),  Wiilium,    Noqieih 
Ormsby,  C.M.Cnlliei'iOEh 
Osborne,  Id.  r".  G    LiHwil 
Onborn,  John,  Btiirbrdshire 
Oasiilnton,  bird,  Stconnir 
Paget,  rL.  hon.  lirArtbur,  K.  B. 

A.r-lrvy  Co, 
PflSL-t,  hon.  C.  Miliinrnn  Pert 
Panel,  bun.  EJw.  Ctrnwmu 
Faik.ii'  iJUir,  bfc  !  ,"..,..;,::. 
Palk,  Walter,  Ashbuiton 
feasors  rob*,  bUi 

Farnell,  licnrv,  Qli««r*  Co. 


Pillcu.  P.  ReWltrB,  LlMlllirl 

Patten*,  .'..(in.  MJachaad 
hu  !.  Jatnej,  Newtow^  Hums 
l'iiiH.ii,»i(W.t!.t.  CarDurtliuu 
tkMwy,  J-'hn,  llindM 
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V,-<rsv.  Ili-iirv,  Nonlntlerf-B 
Prlluiin,hB-C.A.'.'.  .i' .,  :..■■.',■ 
:■■  ■-..  Hnileineu 

PerotiiJ,  bou.  S.  NLrrtliamiitun 


Mi.  N 


Pii-.jt,!-ir Arthur,  lent.  Stevni 
Pitt,  Wm.  Mono*,  Dmseiili 
Pluin-r,  Win.  t!t.elord-hir^ 
Popocfc,  Ceo.  BridgeWBtrr 
Pole, Ik  C  M.bt-.Veivaik 
Pufe.hon.W.W.queen'tConirty 
Ponlonby,  rt.  hi,Ti.  B.WiuWow- 

Efaire 
Ponsonby,    hon.    Gi-orge,   Kil- 

r.jm.t  ,  J.  Iiunre,  Boilmyn 
Porchtsler,  lord,  QnWbdc 
Purwi,  Gt'jrue,  StockMidce 
PartDM  .,  £.   B    Bo  it  urn  bridge 
P ■..;.-:, .z:Wm  StepU.S(..l|ijan>, 
PrteH,  Wm.  St.  Iv« 
Preiton,  iir  Rt.  bl.  CirtT.'eiUrr 
Prire,  iir  Cb**.  bt.  I.ondun 
Prirc,  Kich.  Sew  Ra^n^.r 
Prin>*p,  Joon,  Queenb-jnmgli 
Pr-,mro«e.  virt.  Heilevtone 
Probv,  »ijct.  Bcckitigiiaui 
PElltney,  rir  Jf.lit.Weymocth, 
Pym,  Francif,  Etd^.-d shire 
Pytcbes,  liln,  5<«ibnn- 
Rkiae,  Joi,atl.j,i.  St.  I  vet 
Ran,  Abe!,  Wexford  ™ut. 
Keuiiobaiii,  Id.  Caslle  -P.  ,nn^ 
KvH'-y,  si'ia.  White,  bt.  Xtw. 


.  Rll,  !:.l- i.::,^  HoohWi 

t,0,Wn  irni'siflicoun'if 

',   lirSmu.  tut.  «HRA. 

?!i 

.h(,n,  OltKCirrMalwMk 


«'«,  ('■lltnKlou 
lit.  hi.  llrcou 
i,  ibulniyi 
*-,  DuwuroontT 


.vire,  Chri.hr 


ir'u,  t'ivniieo. 
MnlmtMlMn 
Seolt,  DotW,  VKinoutb,  J.ff. 

.'""U,  J.i  ■  j.li,  U'ortc«nsr 

.'"■■jit.  Samuel,  Malme*tow 
Sc«tt,  it.  h-.ii.tlr  William,  kut. 

Oiioi.l  EFnlnallf 
IradMbDM,  R.  R  Hureford 
Snymonr.  lord  Rntwrt,  OriM 
SWtn,  lii.  I'..  Iliirhiimiity 

/-.-.il.r-^,,,    ,    ■';•!,    |T.:Ii[,n,t.Mf 

Shw,  l.m.rrt,  Dublin 
SbtMun,  Idlpti,  Wilbin 

Shrttay.HrBiT.j LMM 

Miclloy,  "lim,  New  ShMSMfil 
3l.eridan.il.  B.  Stdbld 
SibtlTorii,  Hum.  I* 
Biapwa,  hon.  .lobu,  W*nloi« 
art.  Butcihire 


Srr.iih,  'I  lui.  Asherun,  Ar.tluter 
SmjOi,  Wiir.ai,,,  Norwich 
-ri,iti  ,  Wio,W(  -iiw.'.ith  nooiitv 
Switft,  «,r  rTilliara  Siditey,  Int. 

K,C.  Roebatot 
Smyth,  rt.  tin.  ;„(,«,  rVtrrMfialt 
Sinyd.  Math.  Ckvaii  roiult; 
8ummeMt.rdArth.Hoi „ii,- 

Soojcrtet, lord C,  ll.  Monnoiini 

Sumcr*ct,W.  R.  E.  II.  lilcuws- 

tenhire 
SfmecvUlc,  iir  M.  bt.  Mertbeo, 
Ipenrtr,  lord  T.  A.  Onfordtbiie 
Splinter,  !ord  Rt.  Tnutoe 
SUBbope,  V7.  Snet-eer,Car!u-« 
.<taniforth,J.  K  .nuton-ori-llult 
Stanley,  lord,  Pteaton 
SlHley,  Tboinaf,  Laneubire 
Steele /P^bt,  Weobly 
Slc:le,  rt.  ban.Tfco*  Ctii.:  btiti-f 

vtephtf.t,  «ir  Pb.  trt.  Sandwich. 

Stewart, A. T.  WeyiDouta.fcc. 
fill  ■■it,nmi  C  V  ti»WH>ii|i1nif 

county 
Ste«trt.  sir  J.  bt.  Ikmeeull  co. 
Suwirt,  Jat'Ti  rone  ecnatj 

Stew«H,  rt.  h»:>.  nr  Jobs,  o-it. 


v*Vl 
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Stopford,  visct.  Annan 
Strachey  ,sir  Hen.  bt.  East  Grin- 
stead 
Strahan,  Andrew,  Wareham 
Strutt,  Joseph  H  olden,  Maiden 
Stuart,  Id.  Wm.  Cardiff 
Stuart,  W.  J.  S.  Bossiney 
Stuart,  sir  Jn.  bt.  Kincardine- 
shire 
Starges-Bourne,  Wm.  Christ- 
church 
Sud ley,  visct.  Donegall  county 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuesday,  January  21,  1806. 

The  session  of  parliament  was  opened 
this  day,  by  commission ;  the  commis* 
sktters  were,  the  lord  chancellor,  the 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,    lord    EUen- 

togb,  chief  justice",  the  earl  of  Dart- 
I — th,lord  chamberlain,  and  lord  Hawkes- 
kory,  principal  secretary  of  state  for  the 
home  department.  A  little  after  three, 
tit  lords  commissioners  took  their  seats 
' « the  woolsack,  and  the  Commons,  pur- 
wnt  to  message,  having  attended,  with 
their  speaker  at  the  bar,  the  lord  chancel* 
!  k  informed  them,  that  his  majesty  had 
ken  pleased  to  direct  his  commission  to 
certain  lords  therein  named,  to  open  the 
mioD,  which  commission  thev  should  hear 
,  and  afterwards  his  majesty's  most 
ious  speech.  The  commission  was 
read  by  the  clerk  at  the  table  ;  and 
lord  Chancellor  then  read  the  Speech, 
here  follows : 

"My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"In  pursuance  of  the  authority  given 
-fen  by  his  majesty's  commission,  under 
•fc  great  seal,  amongst  other  things  to 
•Wire  the  cause  of  his  holding  this  par- 
fauul,  his  majesty  has  directed  us  parti- 
Nbrly  to  call  your  attention  to  the  most 
Mrive  success  with  which  Providence 
i  ■•  vouchsafed  to  bless  his  majesty's  arms  at 
"■since  you  were  last  assembled  in  par- 
*Wt— The  activity  and  perseverance 
&  majesty's  -fleets  have  been  conspi- 
nly  displayed,  in  the  pursuit  and  at- 
i  of  the  different  squadrons  of  the 
•y;  and  every  encounter  has  term  i- 
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nated  to  the  honour  of  the  British  flag, 
and  the  diminution  of  the  naval  force  of 
the  powers  witb  whom  his  majesty  is  at 
war;  but  the  victory  obtained  over  the 
combined  fleet  of  France  and  Spain,  off 
Cape  Trafalgar,  has  manifested,  beyond 
any  exploit  recorded  even  in  the  annals  of 
the  British  navy,  the  skill  and  enterprise  of 
his  majesty's  officers  and  seamen ;  and  the 
destruction  of  so  large  a  proportion  of  the 
naval  strength  of  the  enemy  has  not  only 
confirmed,  in  the  most  signal  manner,  the 
maritime  superiority  of  this  country, 
but  has  essentially  contributed  to  the  se- 
curity of  bis  majesty's  dominions.— His 
majesty  most  deeply  regrets,  that  the  day 
of  that  memorable  triumph  should  have 
been  unhappily  clouded  by  the  fall  of  the 
heroic  commander  under  whom  it  was 
achieved  ;  and  he  is  persuaded,  that  you 
will  feel  that  this  lamented,  but  glorious 
termination  of  a  series  of  transcendent  ex- 
ploits, claims  a  distinguished  expression  of 
the  lasting  gratitude  of  the  country,  and 
that  you  will  therefore  cheerfully  concur 
in  enabling  hisTnajesty  to  annex,  to  those 
honours  which  he  has  conferred  on  the 
family  of  the  late  lord  viscount  Nelson, 
such  a  mark  of  national  munificence  as 
may  preserve,  to  the  latest  posterity,  the 
memory  of  his  name  and  services  and  the 
benefit  of  his  great  example.  His  majesty- 
has  commanded  us  further  to  inform  you, 
that,  whilst  the  superiority  of  his  arms  at 
sea  has  been  thus  uniformly  asserted  and 
maintained,  he  has  not  beerL  wanting  in  his 
endeavours  to  apply  the  means,  which 
were  so  liberally  placed  at  his  disposal, 
in  aid  of  such  of  the  powers  of  the  Conti- 
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nent  as  evinced  a  determination  to  reHI? 
the  form  id  able  and  growing  encroachments 
of  France.  He  has  directed  the  several 
treaties  entered  into  for  this  purpose  to 
be  laid  before  you ;  and  though  he  cannot 
but  deeply  lament,  that  the  events  of  the 
war  in  Germany  have  disappointed  his 
hopes,  and  led  to  an  unfavourable  issue, 
yet  his  majesty  feels  confident,  that,  upon 
a  review  of  the  steps  which  he  has  taken, 
you  will  be  of  opinion,  that  he  has  left 
nothing  undone,  on  his  part,  to  sustain  the 
efforts  of  his  allies,  and  that  he  has  acted 
in  strict  conformity  to  the  principles  de- 
clared by  him,  and  recognized  by  parlia- 
ment as  essential  to  the  interests  and  secu- 
rity of  his  own  dominions,  as  well  as  to  the 
general  safety  of  the  Continent. — It  is  a 
ereat  consolation  to  his  majesty,  and  one 
in  which  he  is  persuaded  you  will  partici- 
pate, that  although  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many has  felt  himself  compelled  to  with- 
draw from  the  contest,  his  majesty  con* 
tinues  to  receive  from  his  august  ally  the 
emperor  of  Russia  the  strongest  assurances 
of  unshaken  adherence  to  that  generous 
and  enlightened  policy  by  which  he  has 
hitherto  been  actuated ;  and  his  Majesty 
ha$  no  doubt  that  you  will  be  folly  sensible 
.  of  the  important  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  preserving,  at  all  times,  the  closest 
and  most  intimate  connection  with  that 
sovereign. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Heme  of  Commons, 

«  His  majesty  has  directed  the  esti- 
mate* for  the  year  to  be  laid  before  you, 
and  has  commanded  us  to  assure  you,  that 
they  are  framed  upon  that  scale  of  exertion 
which  the  present  situation  of  the  country 
renders  indispensable.  His  majesty  fully 
relies  upon  your  granting  ftim  such  sup- 
plies as,  opon  due  deliberation,  the  public 
exigencies  may  appear  to  require. — It  is 
his  earnest  wish  to  contribute,  by  every 
means  in  his  power,  to  alleviate  the  addi- 
/  tional  burthens  which  must  necessarily  be 
^imposed  upon  his  people,  and  with  this 
view  he  has  directed  the  sum  of  one  million 
sterling,  part  of  the  proceeds  arising  from 
the  sale  of  such  prizes  made  on  the  powers 
with  whom  he  is  at  war,  as  are  by  law 
vested  in  the  crown,  to  be  applied  to  the 
public  services  of  the  year. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  His  majesty  is  fully  persuaded,  that 
whatever  pride  and  confidence  you  may 
feel  in  common  with  him  in  the  success 
which  has  distinguished  the  British  arms 
in  the  course  of  the  present  contest,  you 
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e  sensible  bow  much  the  even: 
tntfUvar  on  the  Continent,  by  whicl 
predominant    power    and    influence 
France  have  been  so  unhappily  extei 
require    the  continuance  of  all  poi 
vigilance,  and  exertion.     Under  thti 
pression,  his  majesty  trusts  that  you 
tention  will  be  invariably  directed  t 
improvement,  of  those  means  which  f 
be  found  in  the  bravery  and  discipli 
his  forces,  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  * 
class  of  his  subjects,  and  in  the  inexha 
resources  of  his  dominions,  for  rend 
the  British  empire  invincible  at  hot 
well  as  formidable  abroad;  satisfied 
by  such  efforts  alone  the  contest  ci 
brought  to  a  conclusion  consistent  wi 
safety  and  independence  of  the  coi 
and  with  its  rank  among  the  nations 
world." 

The  commons  having  retired,  the 
commissioners  withdrew  to  unrobe 
shortly  after,  lord  Ellenborough  to* 
seat  on  the  woolsack,  the  lord  chanc 
state  of  health  not  permitting  him 
out  the  expected  debate.     At  four  o 
earl  Nelson,  preceded  by  sir  Isaac 
garter  king  at  arms,  the  duke  of  N 
ear]  marshal,  and  lord  Auckland,  an 
ported  by  the  earls  of  Macclesfiel 
Bristol,  was    introduced    to  the 
His  majesty's  royal  letters  patent 
delivered  in  at  the  table  by  garte 
read  by  the  clerk.     The  marquis  o( 
downe,  marquis  Wellesley,  and  1< 
John,  also  took  the  oaths  and  their 
this  being  the  first  time  of  their  apf 
in  their  place  in  parliament  sinci 
accession  to  their  present  titles.— 
was  then  brought  in  by  lord  Walsii 
and  read  a  first  time,  according 
established  usage  of  the  house,  p 
to  the  speech  being  taken  into  c 
ration.      His     majesty's    most     g 
speech  was  then  read  by  lord  Ellent 
from  the  woolsack,  and  afterwards 
clerk  at  the  table,  after  which 

The  Earl  of  Essex  rose,  to  move 
dress  of  thanks  to  his  majesty 
speech  that  had  been  just  read,  H 
ship  lamented,  that  this  necessai 
had  not  devolved  to  some  noble  1< 
ter  qualified  than  himself  to  fulfil  t 
He,  however,  had  that  confidence 
kindness  and  liberal  feelings  of  the 
ships,  that  they  would  extend  tfa 
indulgence  to  him,  which  perso 
were  not  accustomed  to  addrei 
lordships  generally  obtained.    H 
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not  detain  their  lordships  for  any  consi- 
derable length  of  time,  but  content  him- 
self with  briefly  adverting  to  the  principal 
features  in  the  sneech.  The  nature  of  the 
speech  was  such  as,  in  his  opinion,  to  pre- 
clude the  possibility  of  any  opposition  to 
the  address  which  he  should  have  the 
honour  of  moving.  With  respect  to  the 
magnitude  and  importance  of  the  successes 
which  his  majesty's  arms  had  obtained, 
it  was  invisible  there  could  be  any  dif- 
ference of  opinion  in  that  house.  The 
activity  ind  perseverance  which  had  been 
displayed  in  pursuing  the  fleets  of  the 
eiv  r.i\-r  the  vigour  with  which  they  were 
art.:-..*: ■  ."  when  found,  and  the  admirable 
5k:l:  '.\i:'i  A\ich  that  attack  was  directed, 
w-re  nii!  ■:.:..:  the  most  brilliant  achieve- 
ments :•:  i:.e  naval  annals  of  England. 
Great  as  •.•■e  victory  of  Trafalgar  was,  the 
universal  borrow  wiih  which  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  heroic  commander  who  loll 
in  it  was  rect  i ■■*  <!  by  the  country,  proved 
that  the  triumph  oi  that  day  had  not  been 
cheaply  purchnged.  Venerating,  as  their 
lordships  undoubtedly  mu^t,  the  services, 
the  character  of  the  immortal  commander 
of  the  British  fleet  upon  that  occasion, 
with  the  sentiment  which  every  one  must 
feel  of  the  great  services  which  he  had 
rendered  to  the  country,  asserting  at  once 
the  supremacy  of  its  naval  power,  and 
providing,  by  the  almost  total  destruction 
of  the  combined  fleet,  for  its  safety,  it  was 
impossible  that  any  one  in  the  house  con  Id 
feel  disposed  to  oppose  that  part  of  his 
majesty's  speech,  which  recommended  to 
parliament  to  enable  his  majesty  to  annex 
to  the  honours  which  he  had  conferred  on 
the  family  of  that  great  commander  a  fit 
mark  of  the  national  munificence. — The 
unexpected  and  disastrous  events  which 
bad  taken  place  in  Germany  must  be  the 
•object  of  deep  regret  to  every  noble  lord, 
who  wished  to  see  the  overbearing  ambi- 
tion of  France  confined  within  limits  con- 
sistent with  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
the  rest  of  Europe.  It,  however,  should 
be  no  small  consolation  to  this  country, 
that  nothing  had  been  left  undone  that  de- 
pended upon  her  to  ensure  the  success  of 
the  allied  arms ;  and  that  though  his  ma- 
jesty the  emperor  of  Germany  had  been 
com  Del  led  to  abandon  the  contest,  we  had 
still  an  unshaken,  a  magnanimous,  and  -a 
powerful  ally ''in  the  emperor  of  Russia. 
In  the  propriety  of  maintaining  the  closest 
connection  with  that  great  sovereign,  he 
was  persuaded  their  lordships  would  con- 


cur with  the  recommendation  in  the  speech. 
There  was  only  one  point  upon  which  he 
would  detain  the  house,  and  which,  though 
not  introduced  into  his  majesty's  speech, 
he  hoped  to  be  able  to  obtain  the  appro- 
bation of  their  lordships  to  insert  in  the 
address.  He  wished  that  some  compli- 
ment of  condolence  should  be  offered  to 
his  majesty,  upon  the  decease  of  his  royal 
brother  the  late  duke  of  Gloucester.  With 
the  amiable  and  excellent  qualities  of  that 
much  esteemed  person,  many  of  their 
lordships  had  been  familiar  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  he  was  confident  they  would 
not  be  averse  to  express  the  high  6ense 
which  they  entertained  of  his  virtues,  and 
to  condole  with  his  majesty  on  that  me- 
lancholy occasion.  The  noble  earl  con- 
cluded with  moving,  u  That  an  humble 
address  be  presented  to  his  majesty", 
which  address  was,  as  usual,  an  echo  of 
his  majesty's  speech,  and  nearly  the  same 
as  that  which  we  insert  in  this  day's  pro- 
ceedings of  the  house  of  commons  ;  see 
pace  15. 

Lord  Carkton  rose  to  second  the  ad- 
dress, and  spoke  nearly  as  follows  : — My 
lords,  the  address  to  which  your  lordships 
are  now  called  on  to  give  your  assent,  and 
which  1  hope  will  meet  with  your  unani- 
mous concurrence,  does  not  pledge  the 
house  to  any  specific  line  of  proceeding ; 
and  therefore,  I  trust,  none  of  your  lord- 
ships will  object  to  it.  Most  of  the  topics 
alluded  to  in  his  majesty's  speech  are  such 
as  must  meet  your  concurrence.  The  glo- 
rious victory  of  Trafalgar  is  an  event  of 
such  magnitude  and  importance,  that  it  is 
hardly  possible  for  the  imagination  to  con- 
ceive any  other  more  transcendent :  it  is 
superior  to  almost  every  other  naval  action 
for  which  our  history  is  so  famous.  The 
unparalleled  valour  displayed  by  all  the 
individuals  engaged  in  that  action,  and 
the  unexampled  ability  and  skill  with 
which  it  was  conducted,  has  been  a  sub- 
ject of  admiration  to  this  country  and  the 
whole  world.  Never  was  so  great  an 
enemy  so  completely  destroyed.  The 
naval  skill  and  the  valour  displayed  on 
that  glorious  occasion  was  never  equalled, 
and  will  never  be  surpassed.  Every  man 
who  recollects  the  signal  given  by  the  hero 
who  achieved  the  successes,-  •'  England 
44  expects  that  every  man  will  do  his  duty," 
must  be  struck  with  a  still  higher  degree  of 
admiration  of  his  character.  We  never 
can  speak  or  think  with  sufficient  admi- 
ral ion  of  this  great  victory,  nor  sulficki  tlj 
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lament  the  fate  of  him  whose  great  mind 
planned  the  attack  that  was  crowned  with 
such  brilliant  success.  I  have  thus  far 
expressed  my  feelings  on  this  subject, 
because  I  wish  to  direct  your  attention  to 
the  importance  of  that  part  of  his  ma- 
jesty's speech,  which  recommends  a  mu- 
nificent recompence  to  the  representatives 
of  the  deceased  hero,  to  whom  every  indi- 
vidual in  the  country,  from  the  highest  to 
the  lowest,  is  so  greatly  indebted  for  his 
security.  Your  lordships,  I  trust,  will 
have  no  objections  to  concur  in'  the  expres- 
sions of  condolence  on  the  death  of  a 
most  illustrious  and  amiable  prince,  who 
was  nearly  allied,  and  so  dear  to  his 
majesty  ;  I  mean  the  late  duke  of  Glouces- 
ter. With  respect  to  that  part  of  the 
address  which  relates  to  the  share  which 
the  government  had  in  the  late  events  on 
the  continent,  the  present  is  not  tjie  pro- 
per time  to  discuss  it ;  and  when  that  dis- 
cussion comes,  on,  I  hope  the  conduct  of 
his  majesty's  government  will  appear  per- 
fectly justified,  I  also  am  confident  we 
may  grant  further  powers  to  government, 
with  a  complete  reliance  that  they  will 
faithfully  execute  the  trust  reposed  in 
them.  Notwithstanding  the  unfortunate 
turn  which  affairs  have  taken  on  the  con- 
tinent, we  cannot  but  applaud  the  en- 
lightened policy  of  the  emperor  of  Russia 
in  the  line  of  conduct'  he  has  pursued,  and 
entertain  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of 
deriving  benefit  from  his  co-operation  and 
friendship  hereafter.  That  illustrious 
prince  was  determined  not  to  make  an 
ignominious  peace.  The  interests  of  Russia 
and  this  country  have  always  been,  and 
will  ever  continue  to  be  the  same.  And 
from  this  community  of  interests,  and 
their  mutual  friendship,  the  happiest  con- 
sequences may  be  expected.  Your  lord- 
ships, I  am  confident,  must  all  feel  the 
necessity  of  prosecuting  the  war  with 
vigour,  as  the  only  means  by  which  we 
can  ever  expect  to  possess  security  or 
peace.  You  must  feel  the  magnitude  of 
the  stake  we  are  contending  for.  But  you 
roust  all  feel  besides  how  great  are  the 
resources,  the  power,  wealth,  and  com- 
merce of  this  country.  Never  was  its 
commerce  in  a  more  flourishing  state. 
And,  what  is  still  greater  thtHkall,  our 
spirit  is  unsubdued,  our  valour*  is  in- 
tire.  Such  a  nation,  by  making  vigorous 
efforts,  must  be  invincible.  Under  all 
these  impressions,  I  trust,  there  is  not 
out  among  your  lordships  who  Will  not 


cheerfully    concur   in   the    present    ad- 
dress. 

Earl  Cowper  said,  that  he  did  not  rise 
to  offer  any  opposition  to  the  motion  now 
before  their  lordships.  He  was  anxious, 
however,  that  it  should  be  understood 
that  his  own  conduct,  and  that  of  otbei 
noble  lords,  in  abstaining  from  expressing 
their  sentiments  on  this  occasion,  shoulc 
not  be  attributed  to  an  entire  concurrence 
in  all  the  observations  which  had  beer 
made  by  the  noble  mover  and  seconder, 
The  fact  was,  that  he  had  come  down  to 
the  house  with  a  determination  to  move  an 
amendment  upon  the  motion  for  the  ad* 
dress ;  but  he  was  induced  to  postpone  it, 
from  the  consideration,  solely,  of  the  in- 
disposition of  a  right  hon.  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  his  majesty's  councils.  He  felt 
that,  as  the  address  did  not  in  itself  pledge 
noble  lords  to  any  thing,  upon  which  there 
could  be  any  great  difference  of  opinion,  it 
was  rather  a  point  of  delicacy  to  offer  any 
proposition,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, leading  to  a  discussion,  in  which 
must  necessarily  be  involved  the  conduct 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  alluded  to. 
Having  said  thus  much,  he  should  satisfy 
himself,  for  the  present,  with  reading  the 
amendment  which  he  had  drawn  up.  His 
lordship  then  read  over  the  amendment. 
The  purport  of  it  tended  to  express  the 
•deep  concern  which  the  house  felt  at  the 
disasters  recently  sustained  by  his  majesty's 
allies  on  the  Continent :  and  to  assure  his 
majesty,  that  the  house  would  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  enquiring  into  the 
causes  of  these  disasters,  so  far  as  they 
might  be  connected  with  the  conduct  of 
his  majesty's  ministers ;  and  to  suggest 
such  measures  as  should  appear  to  be  ne- 
cessary for  averting  the  dangers  which 
threatened  this  country.  llifc  lordship 
concluded  with  giving  notice,  that  on 
Monday  next  he  should  submit  a  motion, 
embracing  the  substance  of  the  amend* 
ment  which  he  had  just  read. 

Lord  Granitic  rose  to  return  thanks  to 
the  noble  lord,  who  had  just  sat  down,  for 
the  sentiments  which  he  had  expressed. 
The  situation  of  the  country  was,  in  his 
view  of  it,  such  as  to  call  for  the  most 
prompt  and  attentive  consideration.  That 
consideration  ought,  most  certainly,  to  be 
no  longer  postponed  than  was  necessary 
to  put  their  lordships  completely  in  pos- 
session of  the  subjects  which  demanded 
tneir  most  serious  enquiry.  It  was  desi- 
rable that  their  lordships'  decision  should 
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if  be  preceded  by  the  most  complete  Investi- 
gation ;  but,  for  his  own  part,  he  confess- 
ill    rd,  that  some  of  the  topics  connected  with 
i     the  present  state  of  the  country  were  so 
urgent,  that  any  delay  in  bringing  them 
nder  discussion  could  be  justified  only 
by  the  motive  which  influenced  the  con- 
tort of  the  noble  lord  below  him.    There 
wts  not  a  man  of  liberal  ideas,  but  must 
feel  the  deepest  regret  for  the  indisposi- 
tion of  the  individual  to  whom  he  alluded. 
If  inch  must  be  the  feeling  of  that  noble 
lord,  and  of  every  other  man,  how  much 
more  forcibly  must  that  sentiment  of  re- 
gret be  felt  by  himself,  who  had  .passed  so 
many  years  of  his  life  in  the  most  intimate 
connection  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ? 
At  the  same  time  that  he  thus  felt  himself 
bound  to  express  his  gratitude  to  the  noble 
lord,  for  the  motive  which  inclined  him 
to  postpone  his  intended  amendment,  he 
was  also  called  upon  to  thank  him,  for  his 
determination  to  bring  forward  the  sub- 
ject on  an  early  day.     For  the  rest,  he  had 
no  intention  of  trespassing  on  their  lord- 
ships' time  at  present,  by  any  observation 
on  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  lords 
who  moved  and    seconded  the  address. 
There  could  not  be  the  slightest  difference 
of  opinion,  with  respect  to  that  part  of  the 
address,  which  related  to  the  victory  off 
Trafalgar :  every  man  must  concur  in  any 
measure,  calculated  to  evince  the  sense 
which  the  nation  entertains  of  the  brilliant 
and  meritorious  services  of  the  late  lord 
viscount  Nelson,  and  to  enable  his  majes- 
ty to  make  the  most  splendid  provision  for 
those  to  whom  his  honours  had  devolved. 
He  was  happy   to  find  that  the  address 
pledged  their  lordships  to  no  approbation 
of  the  conduct  of  government.     That  was 
a  question  which  called  for  future  delibe- 
ration,    lie  should  be  the  last  man  in  the 
world  to  express  auy  unfavourable  opinion 
on  the  actions  of   others,    until  he  had 
grounds  fur  forming  that  opinion.     When 
the  subject  came  fairly  under  the  conside- 
ration of  the  house,  he  should  state  that 
view  of  it  with  which  his  mind  was  im- 
pressed. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  expressed  his  acquies- 
cence in  most  of  the  observations  which 
bad  fallen  from  the,  two  noble  lords  who 
had  spoken  last.  To  both,  and  particular- 
ly to  the  noble  lord  who  had  just  sat  down, 
be  gave  the  fullest  credit  for  the  motives 
which  had  induced  them  to  wave  any  dis- 
cussion of  the  measures  of  government,  at 
the  inonwDt  when  his  right*  hon.  friend, 


the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  was  la* 
bouring  under  a  severe  indisposition.  There 
was  not  an  Englishman  but  must  experi- 
ence the  sincerest  regret  at  the  indisposi- 
tion of  an  individual  who  was  the  ad  miration, 
not  only  of  his  own  country,  but  of  the  world; 
and  he  could  well  believe,  that  the  impres- 
sion which  it  made  on  the  feelings  of  the 
noble  l6rd,  must  be  increased  in  a  de- 
gree proportioned  to  the  sincere  friend- 
ship  which  had  long  subsisted  between 
them,  and  the  more  intimate  opportunities 
which  he  had  had  of  appreciating  his  tran- 
scendent merits.  He  could,  however,  assure 
their  lordships,  that  his  majesty's  ministers 
were  then  fully  prepared,  should  it  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  house,  to  enter  into  the  most 
comprehensive  discussion  of  their  conduct* 
But  he  would,  at  the  same  time,  freely 
state,  that  his  majesty's  speech  was  inten- 
tionally couched  in  such  language  as  it 
was  supposed  would  create  no  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  the  terms  of  the  address. 
Ministers  felt,  that  the  existing  state  of 
affairs  required  the  most  ample  communi- 
cations on  their  part ;  and  they  were  an- 
xious only  to  delay  any  discussion  until 
such  communications  could  be  laid  before 
parliament.  Under  such  circumstances, 
he  could  not  avoid  observing,  that  it  would 
be  a  departure  from  all  precedent  in  par- 
liamentary usage,  to  precipitate  a  discus- 
sion. When  ministers  called  for  the  opi- 
nion of  the  house,  without  laying  any 
information  before  them,  or  what  was 
conceived  to  be  imperfect  information,  it 
was  then  indeed  customary  to  oppose  their 
propositions  on  those  specific  grounds; 
but  he  never  knew  an  instance  when  it  was 
attempted  to  force  a  discussion  on  points, 
respecting  which  ministers  were  desirous 
of  previously  communicating  information 
to  parliament. 

Lord  Mulgrave  complimented  the  two 
noble  lords  on  the  motives  which  induced 
them  to  abstain  frqm  then  discussing  the 
conduct  of  his  majesty's  ministers.  He, 
however,  expressed  his  conviction  that  that 
conduct,  when  the  requisite  information 
was  before  the  house,  would  meet  their 
unanimous  approbation.  It  would  be 
found  such  as  would  place  in  the  most 
conspicuous  point  of  view,  the  character 
of  the  government  and  of  the  country. 
Notwithstanding  the  unfortunate  result  of 
the  efforts  of  our  allies  on  the  continent, 
he  pledged  himself,  that  the  issue  of  the 
most  ample  investigation,  upon  the  docu- 
ments which  it  would  be  bis  duty  to  lay 
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lament  the  fate  of  him  whose  great  mind 
planned  the  attack  that  was  crowned  with 
such  brilliant  success.  I  have  thus  far 
expressed  my  feelings  on  this  subject, 
because  I  wish  to  direct  your  attention  to 
the  importance  of  that  part  of  his  ma- 
jesty's speech,  which  recommends  a  mu- 
nificent recompence  to  the  representatives 
of  the  deceased  hero,  to  whom  every  indi- 
vidual in  the  country,  from  the  highest  to 
the  lowest,  is  so  greatly  indebted  for  his 
security.  Your  lordships,  I  trust,  will 
Lave  no  objections  to  concur  in  the  expres- 
sions of  condolence  on  the  death  of  a 
most  illustrious  and  amiable  prince,  who 
was  nearly  allied,  and  so  dear  to  his 
majesty  ;J  mean  the  late  duke  of  Glouces- 
ter. With  respect  to  that  part  of  the 
address  which  relates  to  the  share  which 
the  government  had  in  the  lute  events  on 
the  continent,  the  present  is  not  t^e  pro- 
per time  to  discuss  it ;  and  when  that  dis- 
cussion comes,  on,  I  hope  the  conduct  of 
his  majesty's  government  will  appear  per- 
fectly justified.  I  also  am  confident  we 
may  grant  further  powers  to  government, 
with,  a  complete  reliance  that  they  will 
faithfully  execute  the  trust  reposed  in 
them.  Notwithstanding  the  unfortunate 
tarn  which  affairs  have  taken  on  the  con- 
tinent, we  cannot  but  applaud  the  en- 
lightened policy  of  the  emperor  of  Russia 
in  the  line  of  conduct  he  has  pursued,  and 
entertain  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of 
deriving  benefit  from  his  co-operation  and 
friendship  hereafter.  That  illustrious 
prince  was  determined  not  to  make  an 
ignominious  peace.  The  interests  of  Russia 
and  this  country  have  always  been,  and 
will  ever  continue  to  be  the  same.  And 
from  this  community  of  interests,  and 
their  mutual  friendship,  the  happiest  con- 
sequences may  be  expected.  Your  lord- 
ships, I  am  confident,  must  all  feel  the 
necessity  of  prosecuting  the  war  with 
vigour,  as  the  only  means  by  which  we 
can  ever  expect  to  possess  security  or 
peace.  You  must  feel  the  magnitude  of 
the  stake  we  are  contending  for.  But  you 
roust  all  feel  besides  how  great  are  the 
resources,  the  power,  wealth,  and  com- 
merce of  this  country.  Never  was  its 
commerce  in  a  more  flourishing  state. 
And,  what  is  still  greater  ttwufeall,  our 
spirit  is  unsubdued,  our  valouir  is  in- 
tire.  Such  a  nation,  by  making  vigorous 
efforts,  must  be  invincible.  Under  all 
these  impressions,  I  trust,  there  is  not 
out  among  your  lordships  who  will  not 


cheerfully    concur   in   the    present 
dress. 

Earl  Cozpptr  said,  that  he  did  nc 
to  offer  any  opposition  to  the  motioi 
before  their  lordships.    He  was  an; 
however,  that  it  should    be  under 
that  his  own  conduct,  and  that  of 
noble  lords,  in  abstaining  from  expr 
their  sentiments  on  this  occasion,  1 
not  be  attributed  to  an  entire  concui 
in  all  the  observations  which  had 
made  by  the  noble   mover  and  sec< 
The  fact  was,  that  he  had  come  do 
the  house  with  a  determination  to  mi 
amendment  upon  the  motion  for  tl 
dress ;  but  he  was  induced  to  postp* 
from  the  consideration,  solely,  of  f 
disposition  of  a  right  hon.  gentlen 
the  head  of  his  majesty's  councils.     ] 
that,  as  the  address  did  not  in  itself  j 
noble  lords  to  any  thing,  upon  whicfc 
could  be  any  great  difference  of  opin 
was  rather  a  point  of  delicacy  to  off 
proposition,    under  the   present   ci 
stances,  leading  to  a  discussion,  in 
must  necessarily  be  involved  the  a 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  alludi 
Having  said  thus  much,  he  should 
himself,  for  the  present,  with  readi 
amendment  which  he  had  drawn  up 
lordship  then  read  over  the  amend 
The  purport  of  it  tended  to  ex  pre 
•deep  concern  which  the  house  felt ; 
disasters  recently  sustained  by  his  ma 
allies  on  the  Continent :  and  to  assi 
majesty,  that  the  house  would  tal 
earliest  opportunity  of  enquiring  in 
causes  of  these  disasters;  so  far  a 
might  be  connected  with   the  cond 
his  majesty's  ministers ;    and  to  s 
such  measures  as  should  appear  to 
cessarv  for  averting  the    dangers 
threatened   this   country.      His   lo 
concluded    with   giving   notice,    th 
Monday  next  he  should  submit  a  u 
embracing  the  substance  of  the  a 
ment  which  he  had  just  read. 

Lord  Grenvillc  rose  to  return  tha 
the  noble  lord,  who  had  just  sat  doi 
the  sentiments  which  he  had  expi 
The  situation  of  the  country  was, 
view  of  it,  such  as  to  call  for  th< 
prompt  and  attentive  consideration, 
consideration  ought,  most  certainly, 
no  longer  postponed  than  was  nee 
to  put  their  lordships  completely  ii 
Session  of  the  subjects  which  dem 
their  most  serious  enquiry.  It  wal 
rable  that  toejr  lordships'  decision  1 
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following  places :  viz.  for  the  city  of  Glou- 
cester, in  the  room  of  John  Pitt,  esq.  de- 
ceased ;  for  the  district  of  burghs  of  St. 
Andrew's,  Perth,  Dundee,  Cupar,  and 
Forfar,  in  the  room  of  David  Scott,  esq. 
deceased;  for  the  county  of  Monmouth, 
in  the  room  of  James  Rooke,  esq.  deceas- 
ed; fur  the  borough  of  Boroughbridge,  in 
the  room  of  the  hon.  John  Scott,  deceas- 
ed ;  and  also,  that  he  had  issued  his  war- 
rant to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  in  Ireland, 
to  make  out  a  new  writ  for  the  election  of 
a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the 
Aunty  of  Waterford,  in  the  room  of  the 
right  hon.  John  Beresford,  deceased. — 
Lord  Castlereagh  and  several  other  mem- 
bers took  the  oaths  and  their  seats. — The 
bill  for  preventing  clandestine  Outlawries 
was,  according  to  custom,  read  a  first  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. —  New 
writs  were  ordered  for  the  following 
places:  viz,  Dunwich,  in  the  room  of  S. 
Barae,  esq.  who,  since  his  election,  had 
accepted  the  office  of  the  lord  treasurer's 
remembrancer  in  the  court  of  exchequer; 
for  Queen's  County,  Ireland,  in  the  room 
of  sir  Eyre  Coote,  who  had  accepted  of  the 
situation  of  lieutenant-governor  of  Ja- 
maica; for  Dunbartonshire,  in  the  room 
of  sir  J.  Colquhoun,  who  bad  accepted  the 
Chilteru  hundreds;  for  Bedfordshire,  in 
the  room  of  the  hon.  St.  A.  St.  John, 
called  up  to  the  house  of  peers:  for  Leo* 
minster,-  in  the  room  of  the  hon.  C.  Kin- 
naird,  now  a  peer  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  for  Yarmouth,  in  Southampton,  in 
the  room  of  sir  Home  Popham,  who  had 
accepted  the  Chiltern  hundreds. 

P'he Lords  Commissioners' Speech.] 
The  Speaker  acquainted  the  house,  that 
.the  house  had  this  day  been  at  the  house 
of  peers,  at  the  desire  of  the  lords  com- 
missioners appointed  under  the  great  seal, 
for  opening  and  holding  this  present  par- 
liament;  and  that  the    lord  high  chan- 
cellor, being  one  of   the  said   commis- 
sioners, made  a  speech  to  both  houses  of 
parliament;  of  which  he  had,  to  prevent 
mistakes,  obtained  a  copy. — He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  read  the  speech  from  the  chair, 
for  which  we  refer  to  our  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  lords,  see  p.  1.     After 
the  Speaker  had  finished  reading  the  speech, 
Lord  Francis  Spencer  rose,  and  spoke 
tt  follows: — I  rise,  sir,  for  the  purpose 
rf  moving  an  humble  address  to  his  ma- 
jesty, in  answer  to  his  gracious  speech, 
JD  which  address    I   trust   I   shall  have 

■ 

the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  house. 


For  those  brilliant  successes  of  hit 
majesty's  arms  by  sea,  which  have  so 
eminently  distinguished  the  naval  history 
of  the  past  year,  I  am  confident  the  house 
will  fully  coincide  in  the  sentiments  ex* 
pressed  in  his  majesty's  speech;  but, 
above  all,  in  what  relates  to  the  glorious 
and  ever-memorable  victory  off  cape  Tra- 
falgar, under  the  gallant  and  j  ustly  regretted 
hero  who  achieved  that  proud  triumph  for 
his  country  before  he  had  nobly  fallen  in 
her  cause,  and  left  her  to  deplore  a  loss,' 
in  which,  I  am  convinced,  every  man  who 
hears  him,  sincerely  participates  the  con- 
cern expressed  by  his  majesty:  and  f 
feel  the  strongest  reliance  that  the  house*  i 
in  its  liberality,  and  justice  to  the  memory 
of  that  great  and  gallant  commander,  will 
cheerfully  meet  the  royal  wishes,  and  en- 
able his  majesty  to  add  to  the  honours  al- 
ready conferred  upon  his  family  suck. 
signal  rewards  as  shall  mark  the  public 
gratitude  for  the  important  victories,  and 
the  public  .security  which  the  nation  so 
eminently  owes  to  his  prowess.  But,  sir, 
while  the  country  has  such  proud  and 
distinguished  cause  of  triumph  in  her  naval 
successes  during  the  last  year,  and  more 
particularly  in  that  of  the  victory  off  cape 
Trafalgar,  I  am  confident  the  house  must 
deeply  participate  in  those  feelings  of  regret, 
expressed  by  his  majesty,  for  the  reverses 
sustained  by  our  allies  on  the  Continent, 
and  the  melancholy  issue  of  the  late  cam- 
paign. At  the  same  time  the  house  and  the 
country  must  feel  high  consolation  in  the 
manly  conduct,  and  the  unshaken  attach- 
ment manifested  by  our  faithful  ally,  the 
emperor  of  Russia,  to  those  principles  and 
that  enlightened  policy,  which  have  uni- 
formly distinguished  his  reign :  a  circum- 
stance, which  still  affords  us  reasonable 
ground  to  hope,  that  affairs  on  the  Con- 
tinent may  yet  be  brought  to  a  favourable 
issue.  In  the  crisis,  however,  in  which 
this  country  now  stands,  we  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  the  haughty  menaces,  or  the 
insatiable  ambition  of  the  common  enemy, 
while  defended  by  the  known  loyalty  and 
valour  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  and  the 
unexhausted  resources  of  this  empire ;  in 
the  vigorous  application  of  which,  I  am 
confident  the  wisdom  and  spirit  of  the 
house  will  cheerfully  co-operate  with  his 
majesty,  for  maintaining  the  contest  in 
such  a.  manner,  as  to  sustain  the  country 
in  her  wonted  rank  amongst  the  nations 
of  Europe,  and  for  bringing  the  present 
arduous  contest  to   an    honourable   and 
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before  their  lordships,  would  be  a  general 
concurrence  in  his  opinion,  that  there  was 
net  a  single  measure  which  could  have 
been  prospectively  suggested,  that  had 
been  omitted ;  nor  one  adopted,  which, 
upon  the  most  deliberate  review  of  all  the 
events  that  had  occurred,  it  would  have 
been  desirable  to  retract.  Having  given 
this  pledge  to  their  lordships,  and  advert- 
ing to  the  desire  expressed  by  his  noble 
friend  (lord  Grenville)  that  the  house 
should  be  fully  in  possession  of  every  thing 
which  related  to  those  measures,  before 
their  lordships  should  proceed  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  them,  he  would  suggest  to  the 
noble  earl,  who  gave  notice  of  a  motion 
for  Monday  next,  whether  it  would  not  be 
advisable  to  postpone  it  for  a  few  days 
longer.  He  was  not  certain,  that  it  would 
be  iu  his  power  by  that  day,  to  lay  before 
the  house  all  the  documents  which  it 
might  be  deemed  advisable  to  submit  to 
its,  consideration;  at  any  rate  it  was  im- 
possible that  the  house  should  then  be  so 
fully  in  possession  of  their  contents,  as  to 
enable  it  to  proceed  to  a  discussion  of  them. 
Lord  Grenville  said,  that  his  noble  friend 
seemed  to  interpret  what  had  fallen  from 
him  in  a  larger  sense  than  he  intended. 
He  was  unwilling  that  their  lordships  should 
separate  under  the  impression,  that  he 
conceived  all  discussion  upon  the  state  of 
affairs  should  be  forborne  until  the  com- 
munications alluded  to  were  laid  before 
parliament.  Theser  communications,  so 
far  as  the  character  of  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters was  implicated  in  the  transactions  on 
the  continent,  were  certainly  indispensibly 
requisite  to  enable  the  house  to  come  to  a 
correct  decision  on  their  conduct.  But  there 
were  various  other  topics  connected  with 
the  present  situation  of  the  country,  which 
called  for  the  consideration  of  parliament 
with  the  least  possible  delay ;  and  as  these 
would,  no  doubt,  be  adverted  to  by  the 
noble  earl  below  him  on  Monday,  he  would 
certainly,  so  far  as  his  opinion  went,  re- 
commend it  to  that  noble  lord  to  persist 
in  the  notice  which  he  had  given. — The 
motion  being  then  put  from  the  woolsack, 
was  agreed  to,  nem,  diss,  and  a  committee 
appointed  to  draw  up  an  address  accord- 
ingly. The  committee  returned  in  a  few 
minutes  after,  and  presented  a  copy  of  the 
address,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  ; 
and  the  lords  with  white  staves,  were  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  his  majesty,  to  know 
when  he  would  be  pleased  to  receive  the 
same. 


[Conduct  op  Judge  Fox.]  The 
quii  of  Abcrcorn  called  their  lord 
attention  to  the  state  of  the  proceed  ii 
the  case  of  Mr.  justice  Fox.  It  wj 
cessary,  as  well  for  the  sake  of  the  p 
accused,  as  for  the  sake  of  those  cone 
in  the  accusation,  that  the  time  in  ' 
their  lordships  may  be  able  to  tak* 
and  proceed  with,  the  business,  shot 
specified  ;  for  his  part,  he  was  pre 
to  come  forward  with  the  evidence, 
tive  to  whatever  concern  he  might  h: 
the  business,  as  soon  as  the  pleasure^ 
house  should  be  known  in  that  respe 

Lord  Car  let  on.  made  several  observi 
in  consequence  of  what  fell  from  the 
marquis ;  but,  in  such  a  tone  of  voi 
that  the  far  greater  part  of  what  he 
was  inaudible  at  the  bar.  In  the  c 
he  expressed  his  concurrence  in  tht 
priety  of  what  the  noble  lord  said, 
the  period  for  proceeding  with  the 
ness,  being  fixed  with  certainty.— 
Hawkesbury  gave  notice,  that  pn  I 
he  should  move  a  vote  of  thanks  t 
Collingwood  and  sir  Richard  Strt 
and  the  officers  and  seamen  under 
command,  in  the  recent  actions  off 
falgar  and  Rochefort. — Earl  Darnleyi 
his  intention  to  take  an  early  opport 
of  moving  for  an  account  of  the  nutri 
men  raised  by  the  parish  officers, 
the  Additional  Force  Act. — On  tbi 
tion  of  lord  Hawkesbury,  lord  Walsil 
was  appointed  chairman  of  all  theit 
ships'  committee,  during  the  preseii 
sion.-— Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 

Tuesday,  January  21. 

The  house  met  this  day  pursuant 
majesty's  proclamation,  for  the  dispa 
business.  At  three  o'clock  Mr.  Qu 
yeoman  usher  of  the  black  rod,  app 
within  the  bar,  and  informed  the 
that  the  lords,  authorised  by  virt 
his  majesty's  commission,  desired  tl 
mediate  attendance  of  the  house,  i 
house  of  peers,  to  hear  the  coma 
read.  The  Speaker,  accompanied 
veral  members,  accordingly  attendee 
their  return,  the  Speaker  took  the  cha1 
acquainted  the  house,  that,  in  pursua 
the  directions  of  an  act,  passed  in  th 
year  of  his  present  majesty,  he  had 
his  warrants  to  the  clerk  of  the  croi 
make  out  new  writs  for  the  elect 
members  to  serve  in  parliament  fi 
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sullied,  and  oar  resources   unimpaired. 
Although  our  commerce  might  suffer  some 
little  injury  by  the  occupation  of  such  a 
luge  part  of  Europe  by  hostile  armies, 
yet  experience  had  frequently  shewn,  how 
difficult  it  was,  with  every  exertion  aud 
every  restriction  that  tyranny  could  avail 
itself  of,  to  -prevent  the  introduction  into 
foreign   states    of    tjiose   productions  of 
British  growth    and  manufacture  which 
were  so  much  needed  bv    them.     The 
armies  of  the  foe  were  now  rapidly  march- 
ing to  avenge,  what  they  termed  the  per* 
fldy  of  this  country,  but  he  trusted  the 
bouse  would  assure  his  majesty,  that  an 
independent  and  gallant  nation  like  great 
Britain,  could  not  be  intimidated  by  any 
menaces  that  might  be  thrown  out  against 
k.  With  regard  to  the  victory  off  cape  Tra- 
falgar, and  the  regret  for  the  hero  who  had 
achieved  it,  it  was  impossible  that    two 
opinions  could  exist  in*  the  house,  or  in 
the  country.     The  exigencies  of  the  times 
certainly  required  great  efforts,  and  great 
sacrifices.     His  majesty,  with  that  pater- 
nal solicitude  for  his  people,  which  had 
ever  distinguished  his  conduct,  had  seta 
noble  example,  which  well  deserved  the 
most  grateful    acknowledgments    of  the 
country.     Our  freedom,  our  enjoyments, 
and,  above  all,  the  power  which  we  pos- 
sessed of  repressing  the  ambitious  views 
of  the  emperor  of  the  French,  were,  with 
him,  the  most  heinous  political  sins,     lie 
bad  no  doubt,  however,  that  if  Providence 
continued  that  fostering  attention  to  this 
nation,   with   which  it  had  so  long  been 
favoured,  that  we  should  yet  be  enabled 
to  bring  the  arduous  contest  in  which  we 
were  engaged,  to  a  safe  and  honourable 
termination. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  rose  and  addressed 
the  house  as  follows : — To  that  part  of  the 
proposed   address    which    relates  to  the 
glorious   victory  off  cape  Trafalgar,  and 
tbe  respect  to  be  paid  to  the  memory  of 
the  hero   whose  loss  the   country  has  to 
deplore  on  the  occasion  of  that  memorable 
day,  I  am  sure  there  is  none  in  this  house 
can  have  any  objection,     When  alive,  he 
united  all  men  around  him  in  the  cause 
of  his  country ;  and  now  he  is  no  more,  all 
Ben  are  and  ought  to  be  animated  with 
but  one  sentiment  and  one  feeling,  to  ho- 
nour and  perpetuate  his  memory.    But  to 
the  other  parts  of  the  address,  I  cannot 
pa  freely   give   my  assent ;    and  it  was, 
ifaerefore,  my  intention  to  have  submitted 
m  amendment  thereto,  which  I  conceive 

Vol.  VI. 


more  consistent  with  the  alarming  state 
to  which  the  country  has  been  brought, 
and  more  consistent  with  my  own  feelings 
on  the  subject*  But  reports  have  reached 
my  ears,  and  must  have  reached  the  ears 
of  other  members  of  this  house,  which 
would  render  the  discussion  to  which  the 
proposal  of  such  an  amendment  must 
have  led,  so  painful  to  my  feelings,  so 
painful  to  the  feelings  of  the  house,  and 
to  the  feelings  of  the  individuals  whose 
conduct  must  be  more  peculiarly  impli- 
cated in  the  investigation,  that  I  have 
thought  it  better,  for  the  present,  to  wave 
any  amendment*  That  it  may  be  known, 
however,  what  are  the  feelings  in  which  I 
arraign  the  conduct  of  ministers,  which 
1  am  convinced  are  also  the  feelings  of  a 
great  majority  of  this  house,  and  of  the 
country,  I  beg  leave  to  read  the  amend- 
ment. It  was  this :  '  That  this  house 
'  feels  the  deepest  concern  at  the  series  of 
'  disasters  which  have  attended  the  arms 

*  of  your  majesty's  allies  on  the  Continent, 
'  and  will,  without  delay,  proceed  to  en- 
'  quire  into  the  cause  of  such  disasters, 

*  as  far  as  they  may  be  connected  with 
'  the  conduct  of  your  majesty's  ministers* 
'  This  house  is  perfectly  sensible  that  the 
'  alarming  and 'unexampled  state  of  public 
'affairs  renders  the  most  vigorous  exer- 
( tious  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
'  Empire ;    and  we  feel  it  our  peculiar 

*  duty,  when  we  call  for  these  extraor- 
1  diuary  efforts,  to  provide  that  the  re- 
'  sources  we  furnish,  and  the  powers  we 
'  confer,  may  not  in  future  be  so  employed 
'  as  to  increase  the  perils  they  were  intent 
c  ded  to  avert,  and  to  aggrandize  that 
'  power  to  which  it  is  the  common  interest 

*  of  all  Europe,  as  well  as  of  Great  Britain 

*  to  set  proper  limits/  Such,  sir,  is  the 
nature  of  the  amendment,  which  1  in- 
tended to  propose  this  evening.  But 
although,  for  the  reasons  I  have  mentioned, 
1  am  induced  to  wave  it  at  present,  yet, 
such  is  my  conviction  of  the  alarming 
state  of  the  country,  that  I  cannot,  con- 
sistently with  my  duty,  suffer  many  days  to 
elapse  without  bringing  forward  the  sub- 
ject, for  ample  discussion,  in  some  shape* 
On  Monday  next,  therefore,  it  isfcmy  in- 
tention to  bring  the  subject  before  the 
house  in  another  shape ;  and,  perhaps, 
to  introduce  such  other  topics  as  may  be 
necessary  for  a  full  investigation  of  the 
business. 

Mr.  Fox.— -Concurring  entirely  in   the 
sentiments  which   have  fallen  from   mv 

c 
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Advantageous  conclusion.  Without  trou- 
bling the  house  any  farther,  I  shall  con- 
clude, sir,  with  moving,  "  That  an  hum- 
ble address  be  presented  to  his  ma- 
jesty, to  return  his  majesty  the  thanks 
of  this  house  for  the  gracious  speech 
delivered  by  his  majesty's  command  to 
both  houses  of  parliament  : — To  express 
to  his  majesty  our  sincere  condolence  for 
the  loss  which  his  majesty,  and  the  royal 
family  have  sustained  by  the  death  of  his 
late  royal  brother  the  duke  of  Gloucester: — 
To  assure  his  majesty,  that  we  have  not 
failed  to  observe,  with  satisfaction,  the 
unwearied  activity  and  perseverance  of 
his  majesty's  fleets  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
squadrons  of  the  enemy,  which  have  led, 
iii  every  encounter,  to  a  diminution  of 
their  force  :— But  that  we  beg  especially 
to  offer  his  majesty  our  warmest  congra- 
tulations upon  that  unexampled  victory 
over  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and 
Spain  off  cape  Trafalgar,  with  which  Pro- 
vidence vouchsafed  to  bless  his  majesty's 
arms,  under  the  command  of  the  late  lord 
viscount  Nelson: — And,  while  we  feel, 
with  pride  aiuf  exultation,  that  the  skill 
and  enterprize  of  his  majesty's  officers  and 
seamen  have  thus  signally  confirmed  the 
maritime  superiority  of  this  country,  and 
so  essentially  contributed  to  the  security 
of  his  majesty's  dominions,  we  participate 
in  the  deep  regret  expressed  by  his  ma- 
jesty, that  the  day  of  that  memorable 
triumph  should  have  been  clouded  by  the 
fall  of  the  heroic  commander  by  whom  it 
was  obtained  : — That  we  are  fully  sensible 
that  this  lamented  but  glorious  termi- 
nation of  a  series  of  transcendent  at-' 
chievements  claims  a  distinguished  ex- 
pression of  the  lasting  gratitude  of  the 
country ;  and  to  assure  his  majesty,  that 
we  shall  proceed,  with  heartfelt  satis- 
faction, to  enable  his  majesty  to  annex 
to  those  honours  he  has  been  graciously 


pleased  to  confer  upon  the  family  of  they  the  safety  and  independence  of  the  0 


late  lord  viscount  Nelson,  such  a  mark  of 
national  munificence,  as  may  preserve  to 
the  latest  posterity  the  memory  of  his 
name  and  services,  and  the  benefit  of  his 
great  example  : — That  we  beg  leave  to 
return  his  majesty  our  humble  thanks,  for 
having  been  graciously  pleased  to  direct  to 
be  laid  before  us  copies  of  the  several 
treaties  which  have  been  entered  into 
by  his  majesty  with  such  of  the  powers  on 
'the  Continent  as  had  evinced  a  determi- 
nation to  resist  the  formidable  and  grow- 
ing   encroachments    of   France,    and   to 


assure  his  majesty  that  we  shall  p 
to  take  them  into  our  most  seriou 
sideration :— That  while  we  deeply  ] 
that  the  events  of  the  war  on  the  coi 
have  led  to  an  unfavourable  issue,  * 
in  common  with  his  majesty,  the1' 
lation  to  be  derived  front  the  assu 
his  majesty  continues  to  receive,  fr 
august  ally  the  emperor  of  Russia, 
unshaken  adherence  to  that  generoi 
enlightened  policy  by  which  be  1 
therto  been  actuated  ;  and  that  i 
fully  sensible  of  the  great  imports 
preserving  at  all  times  an  intimat 
nection  with  that  sovereign :— To 
his  majesty,  that  we  shall  proceed  tc 
such  supplies  as  in  the  present  post 
affairs  the  public  exigencies  may  i 
to  require ;  and  that  we  beg  to 
his  majesty  our  humble  thanks  € 
gracious  and  tender  concern  man 
for  the  welfare  of  his  people,  in 
directed  the  sum  of  one  million  st 
part  of  the  proceeds  arising  from  t! 
of  such  prizes  made  on  the  power 
whom  we  are  at  war,  as  are  by  law 
in  the  crown,  to  be  applied  in  aid 
nublic  service  :— »  That  we  assure  h 
jesty,  that  the  pride  and  confidetj 
feel  in  the  success  of  his  majesty'* 
has  not  diminished  our  sense  of  t 
cessity  of  unabated  vigilance  and  ex\ 
and  that  his  majesty  may  firmly  rel; 
our  attention  being  invariably  dire 
such  measures  as  may  appear  best  i 
to  the  improvement  of  those  means* 
are  to  be  found  in  the  bravery  am 
pline  of  his  forces,  the  Zealand  ! 
of  every  class  of  his  subjects,  and  1 
exhausted  resources  of  his  dominie 
rendering  the  British  empire  invin< 
home,  as  well  as  formidable  abroad 
vinced  that  by  such  efforts  alone  tl 
test  in  which  we  are  engaged  i 
brought  to  a  conclusion  consisteu 


and  with  it?  rank  among  the  nation* 
world/' 

Mr.  Ainslie  seconded  the  motioi 
short  speech,  in  which  he  observg 
the  events  which  had  taken  place' 
continent,  had  been  rapid  and  une\| 
and  that  France  had  acquired  by  i 
a  short  space  of  time,  those  accesf 
her  power  and  territory,  which  i 
before  been  gaining  under  the  ri 
peace.  Still,  however,  we  had  tol 
ourselves  with  the  pleasing  reflecti*) 
our  ows  national  character  remail 
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himself  solely  to  stating  his  entire  concur- 
rence with  the  sentiments  expressed  by 
his  hon.  friend  who  had  spoken  last  but 
one,  and  by  his  noble  friend  who  had  pre- 
ceded. He  agreed,  that  to  enter  into  the 
discussion  at  present,  would  not  be  pos- 
sible, conformably  to  the  feelings  which 
must  prevail  universally  both  in  the  house 
and  in  the  country.  It  was  impossible 
even  for  those,  who  had  never  known 
what  it  was  to  live  in  any  habits  of  friend- 
ly or  social  intercourse  with  the  right  hon. 
gent,  alluded  to.  not  to  feel  that  it  would 
be  one  of  the  most  painful  tasks  that  could 
be  imposed  upon  them,  to  enter  into  an 
adverse  discussion  on  the  merits  of  mea- 
sures in  which  he  was  so  deeply  concerned, 
at  ft  moment  when  he  was  lying  or  a  bed 
of  sickness,  not  without  good  grounds, 
be  trusted,  for  hoping  his  recovery,  but 
with  the  danger  necessarily  incident  to  such 
a  situation.  It  was  not  however  what 
must  be  the  feelings  of  any  one  on  such 
an  occasion,  that  was  to  be  considered  : 
men  must  perpetually  be  compelled  to  do, 
at  the  call  of  duty,  what  was  in  the  high- 
est degree  unpleasant  and  painful  to  them. 
But  it  happened  here,  that  what  made  the 
task  "painful,  did,  in  the  same  degree, 
disqualify  them  for  the  performance  of  it. 
Even  this  consideration  however  could  not 
long  delay  the  discussion  in  question. 
The  moment  must  be  at  hand,  sM&uld  the 
right  hon.  gent.'s  illness  be  prolonged, 
when  the  public  interest  could  no  longer 
wait,  and  when  this  task  must  be  perfor- 
med, with  whatever  pain  or  at  whatever 
disadvantage.  But  the  pressure  of  public 
affairs,  great  as  it  was,  would  still,  it  was 
hoped,  allow  of  a  short  respite,  such  as 
was  now  proposed  ;  and  if  so,  every  one 
must  wish,  that  such  respite  should  be 
given.  Let  us  hope,  in  the  meuu  while, 
that  some  favourable  change  may  take 
place,  which,  if  it  cannot  remove  that  part 
of  our  embarrassments  which  arise  from  the 
absence  of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  may  free  us 
at  least  from  that  gloom  and  depression 
which  the  apprehended  extinction  of  great 
and  transcendent  talent  and  high  qualifi- 
cations, in  the  midst  of  the  most  splendid 
fortune,  cannot  fail  to  produce  even  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  may  have  been  most 
opposed  to  the  political  system  of  which 
they  made  part. 

[Additional  Force  Bill.]  Mr. 
Sheridan  rose  to  give  a  notice  respecting 
a  motion' for  the  repeal  of  the  Additional 
huce  bill.     That  bill  had  been  tried,  and 


was  found  to  fail  completely  in  producing 
the  effects  expected  from  it  by  its  admirers. 
He  had  a  very  considerable  number  with 
him  when  he  before  moved  for  its  repeal, 
though  certainly  he  had  not  a  majority 
at  that  time.  Now,  however,  he  hoped 
that  many  who  disagreed  with  him  then, 
would,  on  a  subsequent  motion  for  its 
repeal,  cordially  vote  with  him.  He  was 
proceeding  to  make  some  farther  obser- 
vations, when 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  he  must 
remind  the  hon.  gent,  that  at  present  he 
must  confine  himself  to  the  notice. 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that  he  was  only 
about  to  say  a  very  few  words,  but  he 
should  only  now  state,  that  on  an  early 
day  he  would  give  notice  of  a  motion  for 
the  repeal  of  the  bill. 

Lord  Casllereagh  said,  that  some  alte- 
rations were  intended  to  be  made  in  it 
which  might  meet  the  most  serious  ob- 
jections that  could  be  brought  against  it. 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied  that  no  alterations 
could  possibly  render  it  lit  to  be  continued 
in  force  any  longer. 

[Naval  Victories.]  Lord  Cattlcreagh 
gave  notice,  that  on  Thursday  he  would 
move  the  thanks  of  the  house  to  the  brave 
officers  and  seamen  of  the  fleets  which  had 
gained  the  brilliant  naval  victory  on  the  2 1st 
of  October,  off  Cape  Trafalgar ;  and  to  the 
officers  and  seamen  of  sir  11.  Strachan*s 
squadron,  which  had  taken  four  of  the 
enemy's  ships  on  the  4th  of  November. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 


Wednesday,  January  C2* 

[Minutes.]    The  Earl  of  Dartmouth 
informed    the    house,    that  his    majesty 
would    be  graciously  pleased  to   receive 
their  lordships'  address  to  morrow  at  half 
past  two. — The  lord  Chancellor  stated  to 
the  house  that  he  had  duly  transmitted 
the  vote  of  thanks  of  that  house,  passed 
on  the   13th  of  May,    1804,   to  marquis 
Wellesley,  and  that  he  had  received,  du- 
ring the  recess,  an  answer  from  that  no- 
bleman.     Understanding,  however,    that 
that  noble  lord  was  now  in  Eugland,  and 
had  been  in  that  house,  he    thought  it 
would  be  more  consistent  with  the  forms 
of  the  house  for  the  marquis  Wellesley  to 
deliver  his  answer  in  his  place,  than  for 
him  to  read  the  letter  which  he  bad  re* 
ceived  from  the  noble  marquis. 

[Impeachment  of  Lord  Melville.] 
Lord  Melville,  in  pursuance  of  the  ordtr 
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noble  friend,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary 
to  trouble  the  house  with  more  than  a  few 
words  at  present.     But  I  cannot  forbear 
to  express  my  hope  now,  that  this  seeming 
dereliction  of  our  duty  will  not  be  so 
misrepresented  by  any  one,  either  in  this 
house,  or  out  of  this  house,  as  to  make 
it  possible  to  be  supposed  that  we  do  not 
feel  all  that  we  ought  to  feel  for  the  un- 
exampled   calamities    which   have    been 
brought  on  the  country ;  that  we  do  not 
-feel,    though  not  in  the   way  expressed, 
by  the  address,  for  the  unexampled  ca- 
lamities which  have  befallen  the  second 
.military  power  of   the  Continent;    that 
power  to  which  we  have  looked,  and  to 
which   we  may  yet  have  to  look  for  the 
•support  of  this  country,  and  of  Europe  in 
general.     I  hope  we  shall  not  be  wanting 
in  our  expressions  of  indignation  at  those 
ill-concerted,  ill-conducted,  ill-supported, 
*nd  ill-executed  plans,  which  have  placed 
the    country   in  the   most  extraordinary 
and*    most    calamitous  situation   it  ever 
•experienced.      I  hope   we  shall  not   be 
misinterpreted,  by  its  being  supposed  that 
jite  shall  be  wanting  in  those  proper  feel- 
ings by  which  we  ought  to  be  impressed. 
•Nay,  sir,  it  i6  the  very  strength  of  those 
feelings  that  induces  me  to  agree  in  the 
propriety    of  putting  off  the  discussion. 
•Reports  certainly  have  gone  about,  which 
I  hope  are  exaggerated,  which  I  hope  will 
have  ceased  in  a  few  days;  but  I  will  freely 
cay,  that  feeling  how  nearly  the  individual 
ttlluded  to  in  them  is  connected  with  the 
discussions  which  must  have  arisen    to- 
night, had  the  amendment  read  by  my 
noble  friend  been  brought  forward,  I  am 
ready  to  allow  that  it  would  be  injustice 
to  him  to  press  the  subject  in  his  absence, 
while  there  may  be  any  good  reasons  to 
believe  that  he   will   be  able  in  a  very 
short  time  to  attend  in  his  place.     I  there- 
fore cordially  agree   in   the  propriety  of 
postponing  the   discussion ;    but,  at   the 
same   time,    every  private   consideration 
ought  to  yield   to   the  public  advantage ; 
and,  for   this  reason,  I  hope   the   delay 
will  not  be  long.     I  understand  that  my 
noble   friend   has   fixed    on   Monday  to 
bring  forward  a  motion  on  the  present 
situation  of  affairs,  whether  in  the  shape 
now  pointed   out  in  his  amendment,  or 
in  a  more  general  view,  will  be  for  him  to 
determine.     At  all  events,  I  hope  that  no 
material  delay  will  take  place,  but  that  we 
shall  speedily  proceed  to  enquire  into  the 
causes  of  our  present  unexampled  danger, 


and  the  means  by  which  the  calami 
that  threaten  us,  may  with  the  best  ch 
of  success  be  averted.  J 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  he  fully  < 
curred  in  ihe  feelings  that  actuated 
noble   lord   in  postponing  the  discoi 
for  the  present ;  and  no  expression,  ;1 
ever  warm,  that  might  have  fallen  1 
trie  hon.  gent,    who  had  just  sat  dl 
should    tempt    him  to  depart    from 
course  •  adopted  by  the  noble  lord,  <; 
enter  prematurely    into   the    discuii 
The  hon.  gent,  seemed  confident  tbl 
could  substantiate  the  matter,  whidl 
been  stated  in  the  form  of  a  charge  bjj 
noble  lord  against  his  majesty's  minis 
but  they  were  no  less  confident,  that,  ^ 
ever  the  question  should  come  under  <S 
deration,  they  would  be  able  fully  andi 
factoriiy  to  justify  their  conduct.     \ 
the  discussion   should   come   forwa< 
would  be  the  duty  of  his  majesty's  nl 
ters  to  state  at  large  what   they  hjl 
urge  in  their  justification,  and  untiJJ 
he  should   abstain  from  entering."  fri 
into  the   subject.      He  agreed  witfl 
sentiments  so'honourable  to  the  noble 
and  which  had  been  assented  to  bj 
hon.  gent,  who  had  spoken  last,   thi 
house  could  not  enter  into  the  disci! 
of  .this    question,   consistently    witli 
feelings,  by  which  it  was  then  irtflud 
if  the  distinguished  personage,   whd 
so  intimately  concerned  with  its  discul 
should  be  unable  to  attend  in  his 
during  the  consideration  of  it ;  [a  c 
no  !  no  !]     He  admitted,  that  if  tha 
tinguished  individual  should  not  be 
to  attend  till  after  a  period  beyond  d 
from  a  sense  of  paramount  duty,  the 
lord  could  not  put  off  the  subject,  it  1 
be  competent  to  him  to  bring  it  foi 
at  whatever  time   his  feelings  of  j 
duty  might  reuder  it  necessary  in  hi 
nion.     He  was  sure,   however,   tha 
noble  lord  would  make  that  time  a 
tant,   as  his  sense   of  paramount    J 
duty  would  admit.     Before  be  sat  \ 
he  felt  himself  bound  to  repeat  wh 
had  before  stated,  that  whenever  th< 
cussion  should  be   brought  forwarc 
majesty's  ministers  would  be  able  to 
tify,  most  completely,   their   condu< 
their  measures. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  he  did  not  mi 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  t 
which  had  been  for  the  same  cause  a* 
on  both  sides  of  the  house.  In  tl 
words  he  had  to  say,  he  meant  to  o 
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26th  of  June,  1805,  and  also  the  act  of 
last  session,  for  continuing  the  proceedings 
respecting  that  impeachment,  notwith- 
standing auy  prorogation  or  dissolution 
of  parliament,  be  read.  The  resolution 
and  the  act  having  been  accordingly  read, 
the  hon.  gent,  then  moved,  that  the  said 
committee  do  sit  and  proceed  with  the 
matters  referred  to  them  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, and  that  lord  Robert  Spencer  be  ad- 
ded to  the  said  committee. — Ordered. 

[Marquis   Wellesi.ey's  Answer  to 
Vote  of  Thanks.]    The  Speaker  acquaint- 
ed the  house,  that  he  had  received  from 
marquis  Wcllesley  the  following  letter,  in 
return  to  the  thanks  of  this  house,  signi- 
fied to  him  by  Mr.  Speaker,  in  obedience 
to  their  commands  of  the  3d  day  of  May 
1804,  see  vol.  2.  p.  369. — Fort  William, 
me  JOth  May,  1805.  Sir, '  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter,  under  date  the  4th  of  May  1804, 
transmitting  the  resolutions  of  the  house 
of  commons  of  the  3d  of  May  1804,  re- 
specting the  late  military  operations  in 
India,  against  the  confederate  Marhatta 
powers. — Your  letter,  together  with  the 
resolutions  of  the  house  of  commons,  has 
been  published  in  general  orders  to  the 
army,  and  the  separate  resolutions  of 
the  house  have  been  transmitted  to  the 
several  public  officers  distinguished  by 
that  high  honour.     Copies  of  my  letters 
transmitting  those    resolutions,    and  of 
such  answers  as  I  have  received,  accom- 
pany this  letter. — I  request  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  submit  to  the  house  of  com- 
mons, the  dutiful  sense  of  gratitude  and 
respect  with  which  I  receive  this  honour- 
able testimony  of  the  approbation  of  the 
house. — The  proceedings  of  the  house  of 
commons  on  this  occasion  are  calculated 
to  confirm,  in  every  branch  of  the  civil 
and  military  service  in  India,  those  sen- 
timents  of  zealous  attachment    to   the 
public  interests,  and  honour,  which  have 
distinguished  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's 
and  the  honourable  company's  servants 
during  the  late  war.— The  expressions 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  employ 
in  transmitting  to  me  the  resolutions  of 
the  house  of  commons,  demand  my  most 
grateful  acknowledgments,,  and  consti- 
tute a  considerable  addition  to  the  ho- 
4  bout  conferred  by  the  commands  of  the 
v  house.     I  have  the  honour  to-  be,  &c. 
*  Wellislkt'. — To  the  right  hon.  Charles 
Abbot,  Speaker  of  the  house  of  commons. 

(PETITION   FROM  BSRKS  AGAINST  AD- 


DITIONAL Force  Bill.]  Mr.  Charles  Dtm- 
das  presented  to  the  house  a  petition  from 
the    gentlemen    and  freeholders    of   the 
county  of  Berks,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Additional  Force  bill,  aud  praying  its  re- 
peal.   The  petition,  he  said,  was  signed 
by  all  the  respectable  clergy,  gentlemen, 
and  freeholders  of  the  county,  and  had 
been   unanimously  agreed   to  at  a  most 
numerous    meeting  of  the  county,  held 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  subject. 
It  had  been  found  by  experience  that  the 
act  was  impracticable,  and  the  petitioners 
of  necessity  felt  themselves  compelled  to 
apply  to  the  house  for  its  repeal.    They 
staled  in  their  petition,  that  of  the  whole 
number  which  the  county,  under  the  act, 
was  called  on  to  raise,  only  eleven  had 
been  procured  by  parish  officers;   which 
had  not  arisen  from  any  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  overseers,  but  from  the  impos- 
sibility of  carrying  the  provisions  of  the 
act  into  execution.      The  petition  also 
stated,    that    in  consequence,  a  sum  of 
6,620/.  had  been  imposed  on  the  county 
for  penalties,  which  operated  as  an  op- 
pressive   and    unjust  burthen    upon  the 
landed  interest,   and  was  particularly  se- 
vere upon  the  small  farmers.    The  hon. 
member,  after  thus  staling  the  substance 
of  the  petition,  declared,  that  under  such 
circumstances,  he  should  have  felt  it  his 
duty  to  submit  a  motion  to  the  house  for 
the  repeal  of  the  bill,  if  the  subject  had 
not  been  taken  up  by  the  hon.  member 
(Mr.  Sheridan),   who  had  given  a  notice 
respecting    it,    and   who   was  far  better 
qualified   for  the  task  than  he  was.     At 
the  same  time,  however,  that  he  felt  satis- 
faction at  seeing  the  business  in  such  able 
hands,  he  could  not  let  slip  the  present 
occasion  of  calling  the  attention  of  gen- 
tlemen opposite,  and  particularly  of  the 
noble  lord  who  had  last  night  spoken  on 
the  subject,  and  intimated  an  intention, 
of  his  majesty's  ministers  to  make  some 
alterations  in  the  bill,  to  the  matter  of 
this    petition.      He  was  convinced  that 
the  measure  was  impracticable,  and  that 
nine-tenths  of  the  landed  interest  of  the 
country  would    not  be  satisfied  without 
the  total  repeal  of  it.     Experience  had 
proved  it  totally  insufficient  to  the  object 
which  »t  was  designed  to  accomplish,  and 
in   its    operation  it  had    been   found   a 
grievous,    unfair,  and    unjust  imposition) 
upon  landed  property,  and  very  unequal 
in  different  parishes.     He  had   but  one 
observation  more  to  make,  and  that  was, 
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of  last  session,  respecting  the  delivery 
of  his  answer  to  the  articles  of  impeach- 
ment exhibited  against  him  by  the  com- 
mons, on  the  second ^day  of  this  session, 
entered  the  house,  and  presented  his 
answer  at  the  table,  which  was  forthwith 
read  by  the  clerk.  The  averment  stated 
in  substance,  that  "  he  was  in  no  way 
guilty  of  all  or  any  of  the  articles,  of  im- 
peachment, exhibited  by  the  commons, 
and  which  he  was  ready  to  prove  on  a 
proper  opportunity  being  afforded  him  by 
their  lordships'  right  hon.  house."  A  copy 
of  the  said  answer  was,  on  the  motion  of 
lord  Walsingham,  ordered  to  be  commu- 
nicated by  message  to  the  commons ;  and 
also  that  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  their  lordships.  It 
was  also  ordered,  that  Messrs."  Plumer, 
Adam,  and  Hopkins,  be  assigned  as  coun- 
sel to  lord  Melville,  for  conducting  his 
defence.  A  committee  was  likewise,  on 
the  motion  of  lord  Walsingham,  appointed 
to  enquire  into  and  report  precedents  of 
cases  of  Impeachments  for  crimes  and 
misdemeanours. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 


Wednesday ,  January  22. 

[Minutes.]  Mr.  John  Fane  presented 
a  petition  from  the  debtors  confined  in 
the  gaol  of  the  county  of  Oxford,  praying 
relief. — Sir  W.Geary  preseuted  a  petition 
from  the  debtors  confined  in  the  gaol  of 
Maidstone. — Admiral  Berkeley  presented 
a  petition  from  the  debtors  confined  in  the 
gaol  of  the  county  of  Gloucester  i  and 
admiral  Hervey,  one  from  those  confined 
in  the  gaol  of  Chelmsford  ;  which  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. — Mr.  Ellison 
presented  a  petition  from  the  maltsters 
of  Boston,  in  Lincolnshire,  praying  cer- 
tain regulations  respecting  the  malt  duty, 
which  would  be  equally  productive  to  the 
revenue,  and  relieve  them  from  certain 
hardships  to  which  they  are  at  present 
subject.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. — 
Mr.  W.  Dickenson,  from  the  admiralty, 
presented  the  several  papers  moved  for 
towards  the  close  of  last  session  by  Mr. 
Jeffery,  and  admiral  Markham,  relating 
to  ships  of  war,  during  tlie  presidency  of 
earl  St.  Vincent  at  the  board  of  admiralty. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be 
printed.— Lord  F.  Spencer,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  the  address 
in  reply  to  his  majesty  s  most  gracious 
speech  to  both  houses  of  parliament,  pre- 


sented their  report  at  the  bar.    Ther^ 
was  brought  up,  and  the  address  re 
first  and  second  time,  and  agreed  to. 
was  then  ordered,  on  the  motion  of 
Castlereagh,  that  it  be  presented  by 
whole  house,  and  that  such  membei 
the  house,  as  were  of  his  majesty's  ] 
council  should  wait  on  bis   majesty 
know  when  his  majesty  would  be  gracu 
pleased  to  be  waited  upon   therewil 
Mr.  Sheridan   moved,  that  there  be, 
before  the  house,  a  return  of  the  nu 
of  effective  men  that  had  been  raised  i 
the  act  of  the  44th  of  his  majesty,  in! 
an  act  for  raising  a  permanent  addi( 
force,  up  to  the  period  of  the  last  r* 
together  with  an  account  of  the  nu 
that  have  been  recruited  per  week 
tinguishing   those  that  have  been  f 
by  parish   officers.     Also,  the  numt 
those    that    have  volunteered  frqm. 
force  for  general  service.  Ordered.  §j 
returns  were  also  ordered,  on  the  nq 
of  Mr.  Sheridan,  for  Scotland  and  Ir« 
— Mr.  H.  Thornton  presented  a  pe 
from  G.  B.  Main  waring,  and  several 
holders  of  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
plaining    of    the    return    of   sir    F| 
Burdett,   bart.  to  serve  in  parliamei 
that  county.     The  hon.  member  renj 
the  house    of  .  the    circumstances  i 
which  Uje  consideration  of  a  similar 
tion  haa  been  deferred  from  the  h 
the  present  session,  aud  stated,   tltf 
petition  was  only  a  renewal  of  the  f< 
one.     A  copy  of  the  petition  will  be  : 
in  vol.  iv.  page  1 .     It  was  brought  uj 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  considerate 
Tuesday  the  4th  of  February.— Mr, 
liams,     secretary  to    the    commissi 
of  naval  enquiry,  presented  at  the  b 
12th  report  of  that  commission,  an 
some  observations  by  way  of  suppli 
to  the  first  report  of  the  commission 
naval  enquiry,  on  a  memorial  prei 
to  the  house  by  the  commissioners  < 
navy  board.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
and,  on  the  motion  of  sir  C.  Pole, 
printed. — On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Alexi 
the  committee  on  expiring  laws,  to{ 
with  the  other  standing  committees  c 
vileges,  trade,  religion,  courts  of  ji 
&c.  and  the  several  standing  orders  < 
house  were  voted. 

[Impeachment  or  Lord  Melvi 
Mr.  Whitbrcad,  pursuant  to  notice,  a 
that  the  resolution  of  the  house,  reap 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  c 
peachment  against  lord  Melville,  < 
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ture  and  importance  of  that  in  question. 
He  recalled  to  the  attention  of  the  house, 
the  great  and  eminent  services  to  their 
country,  which  had  been  rendered  by  the 
noble  admiral,  and  the  officers,  and  seamen 
under  his  command,  to  whom  it  was  pro- 
posed that  evening  to  vote  the  thanks  of 
the  house.     It  was  that  sort  of  proposition, 
which  every  noble  lord  in  the  house  would 
feel  the  greatest  pleasure  in  acceding  to. 
He  saw  no  necessity  for  postponing  the 
motion,  or  why  it  should  exclusively  come 
from  the  noble  secretary  of  state ;  it  was 
one  which  might  be  forthwith  proposed 
by  any  noble  lord ;  but,  in  general,  such  a 
proposition  came  from  the  first  lord  of  the 
admiralty.     The  postponement  of  such  a 
motion  was  a  very  unusual  thing;  in  the 
present  instance,  he  saw  no  possible  rea- 
son for  the  delay,  nor  was  any  assigned. 
Though  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  him 
to  observe  thus  much,  he  had  no  intention, 
of  coming  forward  on  the  occasion  him- 
self; but  he  wished  that  some  reason  should 
be  given  for  postponing  the  iutended  mo- 
tion. 

The  Jjord  Chancellor  quitted  the  wool- 
sack, and  shortly  observed,  that  the  noble 
)ord  iu  question  had  conducted  himself  in 
every  step  he  had  occasion  to  take  in  the 
business,  with  the  greatest  propriety  and 
respect  towards  those  who  were  to  be  the 
object  of  their  lordships'  thanks ;  that  he 
himself,  and,  he  was  persuaded,  all  their 
lordships  entertained  the  highest  possible 
sense  of  their  most  invaluable  services ; 
and  he  doubted  not,  but  his  noble  friend 
could  assign  adequate  reasons  for  the  pro- 
ceeding of  that  night. — The  order  in  ques- 
tion was  then  postponed,  and  their  lord- 
fhips  adjourned  till  Monday. 


JIOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Friday,  January  24. 

[Minutes.]  The  Speaker,  on  taking  the 
chair,  stated  that  the  house  having,  pur- 
suant to  order,  waited  on  his  majesty,  with 
their  address  on  the  subject  of  his  gracious 
speech,  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  return 
the  following  most  gracious  answer:  "Gen- 
tlemen, I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful  and 
u  loyal  address.  Your  condolence  on  the 
"  loss  of  my  late  brother  the  duke  of  Glou- 
M  cesler,  affords  a  new  proof  of  your  at- 
"tachment  to  my  person  and  family.  Your 
u  cordial  concurrence  in  my  disposition  to 
11  cultivate  at  all  times  an  intimate  connec- 
*  turn  with  the  emperor  of  Russia,  gives 


"  me  the  greatest  satisfaction ;  and  the  as- 
"  surance  of  your  unabated  vigilance  and 
"  exertion  in  the  present  posture  of  affairs 
"  enables  me  to  look  forward  with  increased 
"  confidence  to  such  a  termination  of  the 
"  contest  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
"  safety  and  permanent  interests  of  my  do- 
"  minions." — Lord  Castlereagh,  adverting 
to  the  notice  which  he  had  given  for  this 
day  relative  to  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  offi- 
cers, seamen,  and  marines  engaged  in  the 
action  off  Trafalgar,  stated,  that  as  it  was 
desirable  to  have  a  full  attendance  upon 
such  a  subject,  he  felt  the  propriety  of 
postponing  it  to  another  time,  when  it 
could  be  discussed  with  more  convenience 
to  several  members.  The  noble  lord,  how- 
ever, intimated  his  intention  of  bridging 
forward  this  motion  on  an  early  day,  and 
stated  the  probability  that  he  should  on 
Monday  next  mention  the  day. — Mr.Paull 
gave  notice,  that  he  should,  on  Wednesday 
next,  move  for  the  production  of  a  letter 
from  lord  Melville,  to  the  chairman,  deputy 
chairman,  and  directors  of  the  East- India 
Company,  relative  to  their  Indian  debt, 
dated  in  June  1801.  The  hon.  gent,  also 
gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  he  should 
move  for  a  few  more  papers  relative  to  the 
transactions  in  Oude,  and  the  appointment 
of  the  hon.  Henry  Wellesleyto  be  lieut- 
governor  of  the  provinces  in  Oude. 

[Impeachment  of  Lord  Melville.] 
A  message  from  the  lords  presented  at  the 
table,  a  copy  of  the  answer  delivered  in  by 
lord  Melville  to  certain  articles  of  impeach- 
ment preferred  against  him  by  the  house 
of  commons.  The  answer  stated,  "  that 
Henry  lord  viscount  Melville,  saving  and 
reserving  to  himself  all  just  exceptions  in 
manner  and  form  to  the  said  articles  of  im- 
peachment, and  saving  and  reserving  to 
himself  such  privileges  as  he  is  entitled  to 
as  a  peer  of  the  realm,  for  answer  doth  al- 
lege, that  he  is  not  guilty  of  all  or  any  of 
the  supposed  crimes  charged  in  the  said 
articles ;  and  this  he  is  ready  to  prove.  And 
he  submits  himself  and  his  cause  to  that 
right  hon.  house;  and  prays  that  he  may 
be  discharged  henceforth,  and  acquitted  of 
the  said  charges/' 

Mr.  Whitbread  moved,  that  the  answer 
just  read  from  the  chair  be  Teferred  to  the 
committee  for  drawing  up  the  impeach- 
ment ;  and  that  they  do  report  their  opU 
nion  on  the  same  towards  the  further  pro- 
ceedings to  be  had  in  the  impeachment.— 
Ordered. 

[Honours  to  Mr.  Pitt.]    Mr.  Henry 
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Jjascclks  gave  notice,  that  be  should,  on 
Monday,  bring  forward  a  motion  which 
related  to  a  subject  that  had  caused  the 
greatest  grief  and  melancholy  throughout 
the  country :  he  meant  the  death  of  that 
illustrious  personage  the  late  chancellor  .of 
the  exchequer.  It  was  his  intention,  he 
said,  to  move,  that  some  signal  mark  of 
public  respect  should  be  shewn  to  the  me- 
jBory  of  that  great  man. 

Lord  Castlereagh,  alluding  to  a  motion 
X>f  which  a  noble  lord  (II.  Petty)  had  given 
notice  for  Monday,  rose  to  enquire  whether 
it  was  the  intention  of  that  noble  lord  to 
bring  it  forward  ?  At  the  time  the  notice 
was  given,  he  observed  that  the  noble  lord 
did  Dot  seem  disposed  to  press  the  question 
upon  that  precise  day.  As  a  matter  of 
btrsonal  convenience  to  himself  and  other 
friends  who  certainly  would  be  ill  able  to 
enter  into  the  discussion  of  such  a  subject 
on  Monday,  he  hoped  the  noble  lord  would 
agree  to  a  farther  postponement. 

Mr.  Fox  assented  to  the  propriety  of  the 

Eistponement  required,  for  the  reasons  ai- 
ded to  by  the  noble  lord.  It  was  no  doubt 
highly  desirable  that  the  consideration  of 
the  question  to  which  the  noble  lord  re- 
ferred, should  take  place  on  an  early  day. 
lie  knew  that  it  was  his  noble  friend's  in- 
tention to  bring  it  forward  as  early  as 
possible,  but  certainly  not  on  Monday. 
Adverting  to  the  notice  of  an  hou.  gent. 
(Mr.  Lascelles)  for  that  day,  he  submitted 
whether  it  would  not  be  more  proper  to 
postpone  that  notice  until  after  the  discus- 
sion of  the  motion  proposed  by  his  noble 
friend,  which  naturally  claimed  the  prece- 
dency. He  felt,  however,  that  it  was  not 
for.  him  to  dictate  to  the  hon.  gent.  But  it 
was  for  that  hon.  gent,  and  those  who 
thought  with  him,  to  consider  whether  the 
motion  they  bad  it  in  contemplation  to 
bring  forward,  might  not  involve  points, 
the  discussion  of  which  would  more  pro- 
perly belong  to  the  question  announced  by 
his  noble  friend ;  whether,  in  fact,  it  might 
not  be  of  such  a  nature  as  many  gentlemen 
could  not  assent  to,  without  a  gross  viola- 
tion of  their  public  duty. 


HOUSE  Or    COMMONS. 

Saturday,  January  25. 
[Minvtes.]  Mr.  Parr,  from  the  African 
.Company,  presented  the  annual  accounts 
of  that  company,  for  the  year  1804. — Mr. 
Meheux,  from  the  India  Board,  presented 
certain  papers  relating  to  the  nabob  of 
Quite,  moved  for  by  Mr.  PauU* 


[Committee  op  Supply.]  Mr.  Alex- 
ander brought  up  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  supply,  and  moved  a  resolution, 
"  that  a  supply  be  granted  to  his  majesty 
for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year;"  which 
was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Huskisson  then  moved, 
''  that  the  house  should,  on  Monday,  re- 
solve itself  into  a  committee,  to  consider 
further  of  the  supply  to  be  granted  to  his 
majesty." 

Mr.  Grey  si; id,  he  should  leave  it  to  the 
consideration  of  the  hon.  gent,  whether  it 
Would  be  right  to  proceed  so  immediately 
to  vote  the  biipplies,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  affairs.  At  the  same  time 
that  he  threw  out  this  suggestion,  it  was  his 
wish,  that  the  public  business  should  be  for- 
warded with  all  the  expedition  that  was 
possible,  and  he  should  be  sorry  to  cause 
any  unnecessary  delay,  at  a  time  when  de- 
cision and  promptitude  were  so  necessary. 
Fie  thought,  however,  that  it  would  not 
be  proper  that  the  house  should  go  into  a 
committee  for  raising  the  supplies  of  the 
year,  at  least,  until  it  was  known  who  were 
to  have  the  management  of  the  supplies 
when  granted,  and  who  were  to  be  respon- 
sible for  the  direction  and  application  of 
them. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  whatever 
reasons  might  at  present  appear  to  the  mind 
of  the  hon.  gent,  to  be  of  sufficient  weight, 
as  to  induce  him  to  oppose  the  progress  of 
the  raising  of  the  supplies,  yet  he  trusted, 
that  when  Monday  should  arrive,  the  hon. 
gent,  would  not  then  object  to  the  house  re- 
solving itself  into  a  committee  of  supply, 
as  it  was  probable  that,  before  that  day, 
such  arrangements  would  be  made  as  would 
remove  the  difficulties  under  which  he  now 
laboured,  and  the  objections  he  had  stated. 
It  was  a  matter  for  the  discretion  of  the 
house  to  consider,  whether  they  could  pro- 
perly grant  the  supplies  in  the  absence  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  His  majesty 
had  determined  to  vest  that  office,  for  the 
present  (agreeably  to  former  precedents), 
in  the  hands  of  the  lord  chief  justice  of  the 
king's  bench,  whose  appointment  would  be 
immediately  made  out.  At  the  same  time,  his 
majesty  was  taking  steps  for  forming  a  new 
administration.  Under  these  circumstances, 
if  the  house  were  informed  that  the  lord 
chief  justice  was  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, in  the  interim,  and  until  a  new  ad- 
ministration was  formed,  they  would  see 
that  it  was  not  possible  to  have  his  attend- 
ance in  that  house.  He,  therefore,  hoped 
the  house  would  consider  themselves  war- 
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ted,  under  these  circumstances,  in  pro- 
Jing  to  the  question  of  the  supplies  in 
absence  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
r.  It  would  be  a  material  injury  to  the 
lie  service  to  delay  the  supplies,  in  the 
[irainary  stages;  but  if  in  the  subsequent 
;es,  gentlemen  should  then  consider  it 
r  duty  to  oppose  the  grants,  they  would 
e  abundaut  opportunities  of  expressing 
ir  opinions  when  the  matter  b ho u Id  coinc 
re  regularly  for  their  discussion :  he 
ted,  therefore,  that  gentlemen  would 
oppose  the  supplies  in  the  early  stages, 
reserve  any  objections  that  they  might 
e  to  offer,  until  they  should  have  made 
b  progress,  as  to  have  arrived  to  that 
;e  which  was  the  most  usual  and  proper 
e  to  choose  for  the  discussion. 
Ir.  Fox  said,  the  objection  made  by  hib 
,  friend  had  not  at  all  been  answered  by 
it  fell  from  the  noble  lord.  What  the  uo- 
lord  had  said,  about  the  competency  of 
house  to  proceed  to  the  vote  of  supplies, 
he  absence  of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
quer,  was  not  at  all  applicable  to  the 
action  which  had  been  made.  His  lion. 
nd  bad  not  objected,  on  account  of  the 
ence  of  a  chancellor  of  the  exchequer ; 
ause  such  absence  might  proceed  from  a 
iety  of  causes  to  which  no  objection 
Id  be  made.  The  present  objection  was 
to  granting  the  supplies  in  the  absence 
&  chaucellor  of  the  exchequer  from  that 
ise,  but  it  was  to  the  granting  the  sup- 
s  when  there  wa*  no  chancellor  of  the 
hequer,  or  no  first  lord  of  the  treasury. 
der  such  circumstances,  the  house  was 
ed  upon  to  vote  supplies,  while  they 
e  in  the  most  complete  ignorance  who 
■e  to  have  the  management  of  those 
plies,  or  who  were  to  be  responsible  for 
manner  in  which  they  were  to  be  ap- 
d.  He  therefore  now  wished,  that  it 
uld  be  understood,  that  his  objection  to 
vote,  would  not  be  on  account  of  the 
ence  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
r  from  that  house,  nor  that  the  office 
ted  for  a  time  in  the  hands  of  the  lord 
tf  justice,  but  his  objection  was,  that 
thought  before  supplies  were  granted, 
re  should  be  some  person  appointed, 
)  should  be  subject  to  all  the  responsibi- 
of  the  management  of  them,  and  who 
uld  be  liable  to  be  called  to  that  ac- 
rntfor  their  application,  which  the  house 
I  a  constitutional  right  to  expect  and 
aand. 

x>rd  Castlereagh  thought,  that  the  an- 
il lie  had  given  was  sufficient  to  meet 
fol.  VI. 


the  objection  of  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Grey), 
What  he  had  said  was  this,  that  the  sup* 
plies,  although  forwarded  in  the  early  stage 
at  which  they  would  be  presented  on  Mon- 
day, would  not  have  made  such  progress  as 
to  be  put  in  any  tangible  shape,  by  the 
house  merely  agreeing  to  the  preliminary 
steps  for  raising  them.  In  the  progress  of 
passing  them,  there  would  be  time  enough 
to  see  into  whose  hands  they  were  to  pass, 
and  to  offer  any  reasons  that  might  then 
occur  against  the-  granting  of  them ;  but,  to 
oppose  them  in  the  rirst  iustance,  in  limine, 
would  be  a  course  altogether  unusual,  and 
which  would,  in  the  present  instance,  be 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  public  service. 
The  office  of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
was,  for  the  present,  to  be  vested  in  the 
lord  chief  justice,  who,  with  the  office, 
took  of  course  all  the  responsibility  of  iu 
The  house  might  be  assured,  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  his  majesty,  without  de- 
lay, to  take  measures  /or  forming  a  new 
administration. 

Mr.  Grey  repeated,  that  his  objection 
was  not  to  the  absence  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  but  that  there  was  no  person 
responsible  for  the  application  of  the  sup- 
plies to  be  voted.  As  to  the  observation 
of  the  noble  lord,  respecting  the  embar- 
rassments, and  public  injury,  that  might 
result  from  any  delay,  that  consideration 
would  certainly  have  as  much  weight  as  it 
merited,  when  the  subject  should  come  to 
be  fully  discussed.  What  he  intended  to 
press  upon  the  house  was,  that  they  should 
not  grant  the  supplies  until  tbey  knew  into 
whose  bands  they  were  to  pass,  and  who 
were  to  undertake  the  responsibility  of 
their  application.— The  resolution  was  then 
agreed  to,  that  the  house  should  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee  of  supply  on  Mon- 
day. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Monday,  January  27 • 

[Minutes.]  The  duke  of  Gloucester 
was  sworn,  aud  took  his  seat,  on  his  ac- 
cession to  the  peerage,  in  consequence  of 
the  demise  of  his  father,  the  late  duke. — 
The  earl  of  Jersey  was  sworn,  and  took 
his  seat  oh  the  same  occasion.— Earl  Darn- 
lev  adverted  to  the  notice  he  had  given  on 
a  former  evening,  respecting  the  Additional 
Force  act.  Ot  that  measure  he  retaiued 
the  same  sentiments  of  disapprobation,  and 
which,  iu  fact,  were  fortified  by  progres- 
sive experience.   It  was  in  the  recollection 
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of  their  lordships,  that  he  was  the  first  who 
brought  forward  a  motion  for  the  repeal  of 
that  act. .  His  intended  motion,  however, 
he  was  at  present  induced  to  suspend,  in 
consideration  of  the  state  of  public  affairs 
at  the  moment. 

[Vote  of  thanks  to  the  navy.]  Lord 
Hawkesbury  stated,  that  not  being  able  to 
attend  in  his  place  on  a  former  day,  on 
"which  he  had  given  notice  of  bis  intention 
to  move  for  the  thanks  of  that  house  to  lord 
Collingwood,  and  the  officers,  &c.  under 
his  command,  he  had  requested  a  noble 
friend  (lord  Walsingham)  to  move  that  the 
order  for  that  day  should  be  discharged ; 
and  to  state,  that  oq  the  next  day  of  the 
house's  meeting,  he  should  attend  in  his 
place  and  renew  his  notice.  In  doing  this, 
he  trusted  all  their  lordships  would  give  him 
credit,  that  he  could  not,  in  the  least,  be 
actuated  by  an}*  motives  of  disrespect,  or 
the  slightest  abatement  in  a  due  sense  of 
the  inestimable  and  meritorious  services  of 
the  noble  admiral  in  question,  and  the  gal- 
lant officers  and  seamen  under'  his  com- 
mand ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  highly  de- 
sirous to  bring  forward  the  motion,  on  the 
first  moment  his, avocations,  or  the  pres- 
sure of  important  business  would  allow 
him.  Under  this  impression,  he  then  gave 
notice,  that  he  should,  to-morrow,  bring 
forward  his  motion  for  the  thanks-  of  the 
v  house.  His  lordship  then  moved,  that  the 
lords  be  summoned  for  to-morrow ;  which 
was  ordered  accordingly. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  begged  to  offer  a 
lew  words  to  their  lordships  on  the  occa- 
sion. It  had,  he  observed,  been  his  inten- 
tion to  have  given  notice,  for  the  first 
open  day,  of  a  motion  similar  to  that  of 
which  the  noble  lord  had  just  now  given 
notice,  if  such  a  proceeding  had  not  taken 
place.  Motives  of  intentional  disrespect, 
or  a  desire  to  do  any  thing  unpleasant,  did 
not  exist  in  his  mind.  When  he  considered 
the  situation  which  the  noble  lord  had  the 
honour  to  hold  in  his  majesty's  councils, 
he  was  probably  a  more  proper  person  to 
come  forward  on  such  an  occasion  than  him- 
self. His  own  motives,  for  what  he  had  pro- 
posed to  do,  were  of  a  two*fold  nature :  the 
first  was,  a  conviction  that  it  was  inpumbent 
on  the  country,  on  the  very  earliest  opportu- 
nity, to  express  their  grateful  sense,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  of  the  great  and  important 
services  of  these  noble  officers,  and  the 
different  officers  and  men  under  their  cqm- 
mand,  who  achieved  the  glorious  victory 
of  the  21st  of  October,  and  of  which,  he 


was  sensible,  they,  all  felt  the  ad  van 
The  second  consideration  which  hi 
tuated  his  mind,  and  which  would  col 
to  the  last  hour  of  his  life,  was  the  fe 
and  friendship  he  entertained  for  thai 
trious  hero,  who  had  led  on 'the  fleet  • 
memorable  victory.  With  these  h 
impressed  during  twenty-three  year 
of  the  forty-seven  which  that  hero 
and  during  which  period,  it  might  1* 
he  lived  with  him  with  the  intimac 
brother.  Thus,  the  feelings  of  i 
friendship  co-operated  with  those  of 
principle  and  duty,  in  determining  ; 
propose  to  their  lordships  to  come  fe 
a  vote  as  he  had  alluded  to.  As  tin 
then  stood,  he  felt  no  objection  t 
way  to  the  noble  lord,  who  had  ex] 
stated  his  intention  to  bring  forWi 
motion  to-morrow. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 


Monday,  January  27. 

[Minutes.]  A  new  writ  was  ordi 
be  issued  for  the  election  of  a  bui 
serve  in  parliament  for  the  Univei 
Cambridge,  in  the  room  of  the  rig! 
William  Pitt,  deceased. — Mr.  Jeffei 
notice,  that  he  would,  to-morrow, 
that  the  order  made  on  the  2 2d 
month,  for  the  production  of  certai 
papers,  be  discharged.— A  petitit 
presented  from  the  debtors  confined 
castle  of  Chester,  praying  for  rel 
petition  of  the  maltsters  and  makers* 
in  the  town  and  county  of-Monmoul 
presented  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  I 
act  of  the  42d  of  his  present  maje 
lative  to  the  making  of  malt,  is  pro 
of  the  most  injurious  consequence! 
manufacture,  and  subjects  the  fail 
to  great  difficulties  and  hardships,  % 
any  adequate  advantage  to  the  r 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

[Affaius  of  India.]  Mr.  Paull 
that  the  papers  ordered  by  the  vote 
house  on  the  25th  and  28th  of  Ju 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  mc 
which  was  accordingly  ordered* 
short  pause,  the  hon.  gent,  rose  agi 
said :«— No  person  sir,  can  be  m 
vinced  than  I  am,>of  the  inutility, 
expediency,  the  danger,  of  mov 
many  papers  relative  to  any  tran 
more  especially,  if  connected  witk 
still,  however  I  may  deprecate  deli 
question  of  so  much  importance 
under  the  necessity  of  moving  foi 
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nore  papers,  important  in  every  point  of 
view,  and  essentially  necessary  for  the  ends 
of  substantial  justice*     But,  sir,  these  are 
the  last  papers  I  shall  call  for,  to  support 
the  two  charges  I  have  already  given  no- 
tice of;  and  when  the  papers  I  formerly 
had  the  honour  to  move  for,  are  printed, 
together  with  the  additioual  papers  that  I 
am  to  call  for  this  evening,  no  time  shall 
be  lost,  on  my  part,  in  bringing  direct  and 
positive  charges  of  criminality  against  my 
lord  Wellesley.     As  the  papers  are  not  to 
be  objected  to,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
take  up  much  of  the  time  of  the  house. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  to  insure  the  support 
of  those  gentlemen   on  this  siue  of  the 
house,  and  the  aid  and  countenance  of 
■  many  honourable,  disinterested,  conscien- 
tious gentlemen  pn  the  other,  I  shall  pro- 
duce a  charge,   copied  almost  verbatim 
from   the  articles  of  impeachment  voted 
against  Mr.  Hastings,  by  a  strong,  over- 
powering majority  of  this  house,   at  the 
head  of  Which  was  the  late  Mr.  Pitt.     I 
aove, "  that  there  be  laid  before  this  house, 
1.  Copy  of  a  treaty  coucluded  between 
the  eiarquis  Cornwallis,   then  governor- 
general  of  India,  and  the  late  viiier  Assul 
ul  Dowlah,  in  17&7*    2.  Copy  of  the  dis- 
patches of  marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  court 
of  directors,  or  secret  committee,  on  the 
conclusion  of  that  treaty;  together  with  a 
copy  of  his  lordship's  instructions  to  Ed- 
ward Otto  Ives,  eaq.  on  the  same  occasion, 
he  then  being  resident  at  the  vizier's  court, 
3.  Copies  or  extracts  of  tbt'  general  letter 
from  the  court  of  directors  or  secret  com- 
mittee to  Bengal,  approving  of  the  treaty 
and  lord  Cornwall's  conduct  on  the  occa- 
sion.   4.  -Copy  of  a  minute  of  sir  John 
Shore,  now  lordTeignmouth,  late  governor- 
general,  dated  in  June  or  July  1796,  re- 
soaring  G.  F.  Cherry,  and  appointing  John 
Lumsden,  esq.  resident  of  Lucnow.     5. 
Copy  of  a  minute  of  the  marquis  Wellesley, 
late  governor-general,  removing  the  said 
John  Lumsden,  and  appointing  col.   W. 
Scott  resident  at  the  court  of  the  visier.  6. 
Copy  of  any  minute  or  appointment  em- 
powering the  hon.  Henry  Wellesley,  then 
private  secretary  to  the  governor-general, 
to  proceed  to  Lucnow,  accompanied  by 
Gneme  Morier,  esq.  as  his  assistant,  or 
secretary,  in  1801 ;  and  an  account  of  any 
■MB  or  sums  of  money  drawn  by  the  hon. 
Henry  Wellesley,  whilst  at  Lucnow,  or  by 
employed  under  him,  whether  as  sa- 
»,  establishment,  or  durbar  charges, 
where  drawn,  and  the  authority  for  such 


payments.  7.  Copy  of  a  letter  written  by 
lord  Wellesley,  or  under  his  authority,  to 
col.  WTilliam  Scott,  resioent  at  the  court  of 
the  vizier,  announcing  the  special  mission . 
of  the  hon.  Henry  Wellesley  to  Lucnow. 
8,  Copy  of  all  correspondence  between 
marquis  Wellesley,  whether  in  his  capacity 
of  governor-general  or  captaiu-general, 
and  lieut.  general  Gerard,  now  lord  Lake, 
from  July  1801,  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  of  Lucnow,  with  copies  of  lord 
Lake's  orders  to  major-general  Frederick 
St.  John,  commanding  the  station  of  Cawn- 
pour,  major-general  Robert  Stuart,  com* 
manding  Futty  Ghur;  with  copies  of  their 
orders  to  the  other  officers  commanding 
corps  and  stations  in  Oude,  for  putting  the 
forces  in  readiness  to  march  at  the  shortest 
notice,  from  July  1801  to  Nov.  in  the 
same  year. 

Mr.  Whitehead  Keen*  cordially  seconded 
the  motions  of  the  hon.  member,' to  whom 
the  house  and  the  public,  he  conceived, 
were  much  indebted,  and  for  whose  talents 
be  entertained  great  respect.  He  doubted 
not  but  that  his  motives  were  pure  and 
honourable,  and  such  he  hoped  ever  to 
find  them. 

Mr.  Paull  trusted  the  house  would  ex- 
cuse him  for  saying  a  very  lew  words  re- 
garding himself. .  lie  assured  the  hon.  se- 
conder, the  house,  and  the  public,  that  he 
dared  the  breath  of  calumny  to  impute  to 
him,  with  justice,  any  motives  but  those 
of  a  public  nature.  He  bore  no  animosity 
to  lord  Wellesley  personally,  he  would  ex- 
ert his  honest  endeavours  to  prosecute  him 
to  conviction,  as  the  enemy  to  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  India,  and  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  mother  country ;  he  could 
consider  him  in  no  light  but  that  of 
a  great  state  delinquent,  in  the  situation 
that  Mr.  Hastings  stood  on  his  return  from 
abroad,  with  this  essential  difference,  that 
what  was  undefined  crime  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Hastings,  was  positive  criminality  in 
the  case  of  lord  Wellesley.  The  latter 
could  plead  no  error  in  judgment,  no  igno- 
rance of  the  law*  of  his  country,  having 
been  a  member  of  the  British  parliament 
when  the  articles-  of  impeachment  were 
voted  against  Mr.  Hastings.  One  word 
more,  said  the  hon.  gent,  and  I  have  done. 
I  stand,  sir,  proud  of  acting  with  the  par- 
ty to  which  I  belong,  and  I  take  Uiis  op- 
portunity of  declaring  in  the  face  of  this 
house,  that  with  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  or 
with  any  potentate  on  the  continent  of  ill- 
fated  India,  I  am  as  unconnected  as  with 
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the  emperor  of  France,  nor  will  I  allow 
with  impunity  insinuations  calculated  to 
injure,  through  me,  the  cause  of  truth  and 
justice:  the  unfairness  of  Such  asper- 
sions, n6  man  knows  better  than  marquis 
Wellesley  himself. 

Sir  T.  Metcalfe  said,  that  similar  motions 
to  those  now  brought  forward  had  led  to 
nothing  but  great  trouble  and  enormous 
expence.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the 
house  would  pause  before  it  would  consent 
to  grant  papers,  under  such  circumstances, 
to  any  individual,  however  respectable  he 
might  be*  This  was  one  objection  he  felt 
to  the  motions  of  the  hon.  gent  There 
was  another  too,  which  equally  weighed 
within  his  mind.  The  papers,  that  had 
already  been  produced,  had  got  into  the 
hands  of  translators,  through  whom  the 
French  government  had  obtained  the  in- 
formation  they  contained ;  a  circumstance 
that  had  proved  materially  prejudicial  to 
the  interests  of  the  Company.  The  im- 
portance of  it  to  the  French  government 
"was  such,  that  Bonaparte  would  have  gi- 
ven half  the  revenues  of  France  to  have 
obtained  it.  Besides,  he  should  ask,  whe- 
ther the  present  was  a  proper  time  to  agi- 
tate such  questions  ?  Under  the  influence 
of  these  objections,  he  should  feel  it  his 
duty  to  divide  the  house.  When  a  mem- 
ber was  conscious  of  being  actuated  by  a 
sense  of  duty,  he  should  not  be  ashamed 
to  avow  his  feelings.  The  hon.  gent,  had 
said,  that  the  papers,  when  produced, 
would  criminate  the  conduct  of  the  noble 
marquis ;  but  this  he  begged  leave  to  deny, 
as  he  was  convinced  in  his  conscience  that 
no  one  of  them  would  affect  the  public  or 
private  character  of  that  noble  lord ;  and 
if  it  were  possible  for  him  to  attend  in 
that  house,  he  was  sure  he  would  say  in 
reply  to  the  motions,  *  give  all  the  papers/ 
Besides,  it  would  have  the  most  dangerous 
effect,  if  it  should  be  thought  on  the  con- 
tinent of  India,  that  all  the  treaties  and 
engagements  that  had  been  entered  into 
with  the  native  powers,  could  be  rescinded 
by  a  vote  of  parliament.  It  was  certainly 
competent  to  .parliament  to  enquire  into 
the  conduct  of  the  marquis  Wellesley ;  but 
this  was  not  the  time,  and  for  all  these 
reasons  he  should  certainly  take  the  sense 
of.  the  house* 

Mr.  Francis  said,  he  was  not  in  the 
house  when  the  motions  were  proposed ; 
but  as  in  adverting  to  the  mischiefs  that 
had  arisen  from  similar  motions,  the  hon. 
Laronet  seemed  to  allude  to  tljoacmadei 
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himself,  he  felt  it  necessary  to  say  1 
words.     If  any  mischief  had  arisen 
the  production  of  the  papers  he  bad  n 
for,  it  was  chargeable  only  on  the  bot 
controul,  which  had  the  power  of  de< 
which  of  them  might  be  produced 
safety,  and  was  at  liberty  to  withhold 
as  could  not  be  published,    consis 
with  the  public  interest.     As  to  th 
jection  respecting  the  expences  that ' 
attend  printing  the   papers    moved 
it  might  have   some   weight  with   1 
minds ;  but  it  was  not  to  be  tolerat 
that  house,  when  an  enquiry  was  to 
stituted  respecting  the  management  1 
affairs  of   India,    the  revenues  of 
were  estimated  at  fifteen  millions. 
respect  to  his  own  opinion  of   m 
Wellesley *s  conduct,  he  had  stated 
the  house  and  to  the  country,  and  8 
reason  to  alter  it.     He  was  not  to  be 
or  intimidated  into  an  abandonment 
principles.     The  hon.  baronet  had  1 
that  considerable  danger  arose  t'roi 
intelligence  derived  to  the  enemy 
the  publication  of  these  papers ;   k 
was  of  opinion  that  the  enemy  had  | 
more  information  from  marquis  Well 
intercepted    correspondence,    whici 
been  published  in  the  Moniteur,  and 
wards  translated  into  all  the  Londt 
pers,  from  which  only  the  public  ob 
the  information,  though  the  contents 
correspondence  ought  to  have  been  lc 
fore  transmitted  direct  to  the  govern 
the  India  Company.     He  was  not  at 
any  danger  that  could  be  apprehende 
the  production  of  the  papers,   am 
there    had   -been    no    objection   ft 
granting  them  on  that  score,  he  ap 
to  the  declaration  of  the  noble  lord 
head  oi  the  board  of  controul.     Th 
ble  lord  hud  said  that  be  saw  no  p 
objection  to  their  being  produced. 

Mr.  Paull  said,  the  conduct  of  th 
thy  bart.  excited  his  utmost  astonish 
an  astonishment  not  unmixed  with 
degree  of  indignation.  Did  the  hoi 
mean  to  crush  this  business  by  a  side 
If  he  did,  he  was  very  much  mil 
The  refusal  of  the  papers  would  avi 
Wellesley  nothing.  My  wish,  sir,  m 
hon.  gent,  is  to  accompany  assertio 
proof,  which  the  hon.  bait,  seems  1 
to  prevent ;  but  opposition  can  011I3 
me  more  zealous,  an  opposition  asp 
of  this  sort,  an  opposition  completx 
entirely  unforeseen  and  unexpected ; 
lord,  who  presides  at  the  bo 
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controul,  to  whom  I  Curly  and  candidly 
submitted  the  list  of  the  papers,  told  me 
there  could  be  no  possible  objection  to  the 
production  of  the  papers  1  have  this  night 
moved  for.  Au  hon.  member  of  the  same 
board,  whom  I  am  happy  to  see  in  his 
place,  will  do  me  the  justice  to  confirm 
this  assertion,  if  confirmation  was  at  all 
necessary. 

Mr.  Wallace  corroborated  the  statement 
of  the  hon.  gent,  and  could  see  no  reason- 
able objection  to  the  prodnctiou  of  the 
papers.  He,  however,  wished  the  hon. 
genu  would  omit  in  the  last  motion  the 
words  "  secret  service  money,"  and  allow 
"  Durbar  charges*  instead. 

Mr.  Pavit  replied  he  could  have  no  pos- 
sible objection,  provided  "  the  secret  ser- 
11  vice  money/'  if  any,  was  included  un- 
der the  head  of  M  Durbar  charges."  He 
did  not  stickle,  be  said,  for  terms,  provid- 
ed the  substance  was  the  same ;  be  looked 
only  to  substantial  justice  between  lord 
Wellesley  and  the  public ;  and,  in  conclu- 
sion, added,  that  nothing  could  deter  him 
from  proceeding  in  the  line  of  conduct  he 
had  lain  down  for  himself.— -The  sense  of 
the  house  being  decidedly  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Paull's  motions,  sir  T.  Metcalfe  withdrew 
his  intention  of  a  division,  and  the  whole 
of  the  papers  were  accordingly  ordered  and 
agreed  to. 

[FvvBRALHoirouftBToMr.Pirr.] — Mr. 
Henry  Latcetles  rose,  and  spoke  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect : — Sir,  in  rising  to  submit  to 
the  consideration  of  the  house,  that  mo- 
tion of  which  1  gave  notice  on  a  former 
occasion,  it  is  my  most  anxious  wish  so  to 
conduct  myself  in  this  melancholy  business, 
as  to  avoid  giving  any  occasion  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  points,  on  which  there  has  been  a 
considerable  difference  of  opinion ;  or  for 
at  all  reviving  those  political  animosities 
which  we  have  had  too  often  occasion  to 
regret.  I  should  be  unwilling  to  disturb 
the  manes  of  that  great  man  by  disten- 
tions. I  mean  now  simply  to  propose, 
that  which  I  am  sure  the  country  anxious- 
ly expects,  that  some  signal  mark  of  our 
respect  and  gratitude  shall  be  paid  to  the 
memory  of  that  iUustfious  character,  whose 
loss  we  have  now  to  deplore.  I  am  sure 
mat  this  sentiment-is  generally  felt  through- 
out the  nation.  »I  have  every  where  wit* 
nessed  the  ssehngs  of  the  deepest  regret 
upon  this  melancholy  occasion.  We  have 
lost  Svrnan-of  the  purest  and  most  disin- 
terested patriotism,  of  the  most  exalted 
fascists, .  wJsose  energy  and  whose  -firmness 


have,  in  times  of  the  greatest  difficulty  and 
danger,  been  eminently  serviceable  to  his 
country.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
have  wished  to  avoid  entering  into  the  de- 
tails of  his  long  administration,  or  men- 
tioning any  thiug  which  could  provoke  a 
discussion  respecting  any  separate  and  in- 
sulated part  of  his  conduct.  Upon  this 
occasion v. I  propose  to  the  house  to  take 
as  a  precedent,  the  honours  which  were 
paid  by  a  former  parliament  to  the  memo- 
ry of  his  illustrious  father,  the  great  lord 
Chatham.  I  think  that  it  is  provoking  no 
difference  of  opinion  to  say,  that  his  son 
was  at  least  as  great  a  man  as  he  was.  I, 
therefore,  intend  to  adopt  the  very  words 
of  that  precedent  in  the  motion  with  which 
I  shall  have  the  honour  to  conclude. 
There  is  only  one  observation  that  1  .wish 
previously  to  make :  as  I  happened  not  to 
be  in  my  place,  on  a  former  night,  when 
an  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Fox)  suggested  that  k 
would  be  proper  to  postpone  the  conside- 
ration of  my  motion,  until  another  discus- 
sion should  have  taken  place,  I  must  now 
say,  that  my  motion  is  founded  on  the 
review  of  a  long  administration  of  up- 
wards of  twenty  years,  during  which  the 
exalted  personage  whose  loss  is  so  much 
felt  aiid  lamented,  enjoyed  the  approbation 
of  the  country.  With  this  impression  I 
thought  it  would  be  improper  for  me  to 
postpone  a  motion,  the  ground  of  which 
was  the  general  character  and  conduct  of 
the  object  of  it,  merely  on  account  of  the 
possibility  of  discovering  some  error  in  his 
administration  upon  the  subject  of  treaties, 
which  are  not  yet  in  possession  of  the 
house.  I  shall  therefore  conclude  with 
moving,  "  That  an  humble  address  be 
presented  to  his  majesty,  that  his  majesty 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  direc- 
tions, that  the  remains  of  the  right  hon. 
William  Pitt  be  interred  at  the  public 
charge ;  and  that  a  mouument  be  erected 
in  the  collegiate  church  of  St.  Peter,  West- 
minster, to  the  memory  of  that  excellent 
statesman,  with  an  inscription  expressive 
of  the  public  sense  of  so  great  and.  irre- 
parable a  loss ;  and  to  assure  his  majesty 
that  this  house  will  make  good  the  ei- 
pences  attending  the  same." 

The  Marquis  of  Titchjicld  rose  to  second 
the  motion.  He  had  opposed  the  measures 
of  the  right  hon.  gent,  during  a  great  part 
of  his  political  career,  but  was  not, -howe- 
ver, disposed  to  refuse  any  consistent  mack 
of  respect,  as  a  tribute  to  the  integrity  of 
character,  and  his  rare  and  -tamsoau* 
1 
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dent  talents.  He  would  not  be  under- 
stood, in  voting  for  this  motion,  to  mean 
any  condemnation  of  the  line  of  conduct 
he  had  himself  pursued,  whilst  opposing 
the  measures  of  the  right  bon.  gent,  now 
unfortunately  no  more.  '  He  had  since  act- 
ed with  that  right  hon.  gent,  but  though 
ranked  amongst  his  political  friends,  he  had 
not  enjoyed  bis  private  friendship.  In  the 
support  he  gave  to  the  present  motion,  he 
was  actuated  solely  by  his  admiration  of 
bis  virtues  and  extraordinary  talents,  which 
might  be  justly  appreciated  without  the  ad- 
vantage of  familiar  or  friendly  intercourse. 
He  thought  the  house  called  upon  to  pay 
tome  signal  mark  of  respect,  in  thi3  in- 
stance) by  perpetuating  the  memory  of  a 
member  so  able,  so  eminent,  so  distin- 
guished, and  disinterested. 

Lord  Folkestone  rose,  and  said :  Mr. 
Speaker,  1  cannot,  consistently  with  my 
feelings  of  pablic  duty,  agree  to  the  mo- 
tion which  you  have  just  read  ;  I  greatly 
•commend  the  manner  in  which  the  hon. 
gent,  has  brought  it  forward,  and  in  oppos- 
ing it  I  will  endeavour  to  follow  his  exam- 
ple, to  avoid  ripping  open  old  sores,  re- 
newing ancient  differences,  and  bringing  on 
discussions  which  will  be  disagreeable  to 
all  sides  of  the  house.  With  this  view  1 
will  merely  state,  that  as  the  hon.  gent,  in 
a  general  view  of  the  whole  administration 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  thinks  he  has  rendered  the 
country  such  service  as  to  deserve  so  sig- 
nal a  mark  of  gratitude  and  iespect  as  that 
which  he  has  proposed,  I,  on  the  other 
.hand,  taking  his  whole  administration  into 
view,  and  considering  the  state  of  the 
country  as  it  came  into  his  hands,  and 
that  in  which  he  has  left  it,  cannot  agree 
to  acknowledge  any  service,  and  therefore 
must  refuse  my  assent  to  the  motion ;  and 
1  feel  this,  sir,  so  strongly,  that  if  any 
one  other  gentleman  thinks  with  me  on 
this  sdbject,  I  will  certainly  count  out  the 
•  house  upon  this  question. 

Lord  Lovaine  was  So  completely  con- 
vinced of  the  great  and  brilliant  talents  of 
the  lamented  object  of  the  motion,  that  he 
could  not  content  himself  with  giving  a  si- 
lent vote  on  the  occasion.  He  most  hearti- 
ly concurred  in  the  motion. 

Mr.  /.  JET.  Browne,  said  he  had  had  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  that  house,  during  the 
whole  period  in  which  the  right  hon.  gent, 
whose  memory  was  now  proposed  to  be 
honoured  with  some  signal  mark  of  the  ap- 
probation of  the  boose,  had  presided  in  the 
administration  of  affairs.  During  the  whole 


of  that  period,  he  had  supported  a 
measures  brought  forward  by  that 
hon.  gent,  as  best  calculated  to  pn 
the  essential  interests  of  the  country 
was  difficult  for  him  to  point  out  ai 
stance  in  preference  of  the  eminent  se 
rendered  by  him  to  the  state.  II 
raised  the  public  credit  in  an  unexai 
degree,  of  which  the  house  would  be 
fied  on  his  stating  a  single  case.  Th 
lie  funds,  when  the  right  hon.  gent,  ca 
to  office,  when  the  country  was  in  a  * 
profound  peace,  without  an  enemy  i 
rope  to  apprehend,  were  not  so  highs 
were  at  present ;  after  all  the  horron 
French  Revolution,  and  while  the  c< 
was  engaged  in  a  desperate  and  exp 
contest,  [loud  coughing.}  He  shou 
detain  the  house  longer  from  the  qt 
for  which  their  feelings  seemed  to  be 
tieut.  Every  gentleman  would  »ug| 
himself  a  criterion  of  the  transcende 
rits  of  this  great  man;  but,  for  hi 
part,  he  should,  without  entering  I 
into  the  subject,  content  himself  w 
case  he  had  pointed  out,  and  ca 
with  applying  to  that,  great,  that  6a 
that  admirable  statesman,  what  ha 
said  of  Augustus  Cscsar,  "that  ha 
Rome  wood,  and  left  it  marble."  ' 

Mr.  Hilcy  Addington  said,  that 
not  without  very  greatrreluctance,  I 
obtruded  himself  on  the  fyouse  for  oni 
momeut  on  this  occasion ;  a  mourn 
to  him,  as  well  as  to  every  individui 
in  those  walls,  and  to  the  country  ai 
To  the  question,  as  proposed  by  tk 
gent,  under  the  gallery,  he  should  do 
assent,  so  far  as  it  related  to  those  p 
vices  of  the  distinguished  individual, 
loss  they  were  all  deploring,  the  v 
which  he  had  had  the  means  of  estu 
the  eminence  and  splendour  of  w 
one  was  more  ready  to  admit  than  1 
and  which  it  had  been  the  pride  at 
piness  of  a  great  part  of  his  life  to  ha 
ported  in  that  house.  To  more 
measures  he  hardly  thought  it  nece 
advert,  as  they  would  probably  h 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  tin 
and  on  Which  neither  he  nor  otne 
bers  were  as  yet  qualified  to  form  a 
judgment.  With  this  explanation, 
he  hoped  would  not  be. considered 
tracting  from  his  satisfaction  in  t 
that  he  was  about  to  give,  the  moti 
had  been  made  met  with  his  most  < 
approbation  and*  concurrence. 

Mr.  W<  Smith  said,  he  felt  bow  i 
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sant  a  situation  any  gent,  would  be  placed 
iiiy  who  should  oppose  a  motion  brought 
forward  and  seconded  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  one  then  under  discussion.  But  he 
also  felt,  that,  consistently  with  his  sense 
of  public  duty,  be  could  not  accede  to  it, 
and  painful  as  the  performance  of  such  a 
duty  must  be,  he  could  not  shrink  from  it. 
The  performance  of  bis  duty,  in  the  pre- 
sent instance*  was  the  more  painful  to  him, 
as  he  extremely  regretted  the  loss  of  the 
eminent  and  distinguished  person  who  was 
the  object  of  the  motion.  No  gent,  who 
had  opposed  that  right  hon.  gent.'s  mea- 
sures, nor  any  friend  who  deplored  him, 
could  more  sincerely  regret  his  loss.  He 
too  bad  bad  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  that 
house  during  nearly  the  whole  of  the  time 
that  right  hon.  gent,  had  been  in  office. 
He  bad,  during  mat  time,  frequently  wit. 
nessed  the  exercise  of  his  great  talents  and 
transcendent  powers,  which  he  had  often 
contemplated  with  admiration  and  awe. 
He  felt  one  ground  of  objection  to  the  mo- 
tion on.public  principles.  In  the  motion 
the  right  hon.  gent,  was  represented  as  an 
"  excellent  statesman."  If  he  were  called 
upon  to  vote  thanks  (thanks  unfortunately 
could  not  now  be  voted);  but  if  he  were 
called  upon  to  vote  some  mark  of  respect 

,  to  his  memory  for  his  disinterestedness  as 
a  statesman,  he  should  readily  concur. 
Bat  when  he  was  to  vote  this  mark  of  re- 
spect to  the  right  hon.  gent,  as  an  "  ex- 
cellent statesman/'  he  thought  himself 
bound  to  consider  whether  that  character 
belonged  to  his  measures  and  administra- 
tion. With  a  view  to  such  estimate,  he 
knew  of  no  criterion  but  a  consideration  of 
the  state  of  the  country  at  the  time  he  came 
.into  office,  of  his  conduct  whilst  in  office, 
and  of  the  present  state  of  the  country. 
However,  this  would  occupy  too  much  of 
the  time  of  the  house.  Every  gent,  would 
aaake  the  comparison  in  his  own  mind,  and 
deduce  a  result  for  himself.  The  result  in 
-his  mind,  was,  he  confessed,  unfavourable 
Id  the  right  hon.  gent,  But  he  had  ano- 
ther objection  of  a  more  private  nature  to 
the  motion,  and  which  applied  particularly 

•  to  himself.  He  had  been  placed  in  the  si- 
nation  which  he  filled  in  that  house  by  the 
MalagLii  of  a  large  body  of  men,  who  cer- 
tainly did  not  consider  the  right  hon.  gent. 

'•sen  "excellent  statesman."  They  had 
flatted  aim,  because  they  thought  his  prin- 
camlas  honest,  and  that  he  would  oppose 
fbat  right  hon.  gent.'s  measures.    How 

4mld  be  then  return  to  his  constituents 


after  such  an  approbation  of  the  rigjit  hon* 
genu's  wisdom  as  a  statesman,  which  so 
directly  contradicted  his  former  opposition 
to  his  administration  ?  He  gave  the  hon* 
gent,  who  brought  forward  the  motion, 
every  possible  credit  fa>r  the  honourable 
feelings  by  which  he  was  actuated,  and  for 
the  very  candid  manner  in  which  he  had 
introduced  it.  He  believed  he  really 
thought  the  right  hon.  gent,  "  an  excellent 
statesman;**  differing,  however,  with  him, 
as  it  was  his  misfortune  to  do,  he  could 
no  more  give  up  his  opinion  to  the  hon. 
gent,  than  he  could  ask  the  hon.  gemV  to 
acquiesce  in  his;  and,  thus  situated,  he 
could  not  do  otherwise  than  give  his  nega- 
tive to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Pytches  said,  he  had  hoped,  that 
the  supporters  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  who 
was  the  object  of  the  motion,  and  his  abet* 
tors,  would  have  appeared  on  this  occasion 
with  becoming  sileupe  and  desolation. 
He  had,  as  much  as  any  man,  admired  the 
brilliancy  of  that  right  lion.  gent/s  expres- 
sion, and  the  electricity  of  his  elocution* 
He  was  not  however  in  despair  respecting 
the  emanation  of  some  sparks  from  his  ge- 
nius. He  was  in  hopes  that  the  house 
would  produce  as  eminent  talents,  when 
he  contemplated  the  large  spreading  shrub- 
bery of  genius  which  was  shooting  up. 

Sir  R.  Buxton  said,  that  when  he  heard 
his  hon.  friend  give  notice  pi  his  intention 
to  bring  forward  the  present  motion,  he 
thought  there  could  be  but  one  sentiment 
on  the  subject,  on  either  side,  or  in  any 
part  of  the  house,  or  of  the  country.  He 
expected  from  the  other  side  of  the  house, 
that  when  that  great  man  was  gone,  oppe* 
sition  would  be  gone  also.  He  had,  how* 
ever,  been  grievously  disappointed ;  and, 
to  his  great  surprise,  found  that  the  same 
system  followed  him  beyond  his  mortal 
existence.  He  was  sorry  to  find,  that 
so  many  hon.  members  in  that  house  re- 
fused to  pay  the  tribute  of  gratitude  to 
that  illustrious  character,  whose  raagni- 
ficent  talents,  while  they  reflected  the 
highest  honour  on  the  country  which  pre* 
duced  them,  had  contributed  so  essentially 
to  its  interests  and  prosperity.  The  re* 
putation  of  that  illustrious  ornament  of 
his  country,  however,  would  not  depend 
upon  the  extent  of  the  majority  by  which 
this,  or  any  such  motion  might  be  carried ; 
his  fame  would  go  down  to  the  latest  pos- 
terity connected  with  the  history  of  his 
times,  attested  by  the  records  of  parlia- 
ment, and  immortalized  by  that  coastitu- 


«tf 


PAUL.  DEBATES,  Jaw.  S7,  1Z06.— Mr.  LascBltcs',  Motion  for 


tton  which  he  bad  saved.  His  remains 
might  crumble  to  dust  in  his  grave!  but  his 
reputation  would  live  in  the  admiration  of 
•-grateful  posterity. 

The  Marquis  of  Douglas  lamented,  that 
there  should  have  been  any  discussion 
On  a  subject  which  could  not  but  create  a 
difference  of  opinion.  Had  the  ashes  of 
the  departed  minister  been  suffered  to 
have  remained  in  peace,  the  house  would 
have  continued  grateful  for  his  services. 
He  considered  that  the  first  principle  upon 
winch  public  reward  was  founded,  was 
success*  It  was  not  sufficient  to  say  that 
ft  man  possessed  great  abilities  and  great 
personal  integrity ;  the  country  expected 
something  more ;  they  necessarily  looked 
to  a  happy  result,  and  that  alone  consti- 
tuted the  strength  of  public  feeling.  He 
did  not  think  that  any  comparison  could 
bt  drawn  between  the  earl  of  Chatham 
and  the  late  minister,  which  would  justify 
the  same  honours  being  conferred  on  the 
noe  as  on  the  other.  If  he  adverted  to 
the  state  of  the  country  after  the  seven 
years  war,  and  at  the  present  period,  he 
should  find  the  comparison  materially  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Pitt.  It  was  but  a  very  short  time 
-since  distinguished  public  honours  had 
been  paid  to  the  memory  of  a  departed 
'  naval  hero.  He  wished  to  ask,  whether 
the  crowd  would  -have  followed  his  re- 
mains to  the  grave  if  he  had  lost  a  British 
'fleet?  Success-  was  necessary  to  crown 
tfwery  action  for  which  public  applause  was 
demanded.  The  idea  of  the  excellence 
of  a  statesman  must  involve  all  the  virtues 
that  belonged  to  his  situation,  and  there- 
lore  be  should  ill  discharge  his  public 
duty,'  if  he  consented  to  give  a  tribute  of 
'applause  where  he  was  not  satisfied  it  was 
due.  lie  wished  not  to  stir  up  the  ashes 
of  the  dead,  but  rather  to  walk  over  them 
~with  respect.  He  could,  if  he  were  so  dis- 
posed, take  a  review  of  the  situation  of 
onr  finances ;  he  could  even  advert  to  a 
transaction  of  the  last  session,  wherein  a 
noble  lord  now  suffering  under  the  censure 
of  the  house,  had  been  protected  by  the 
right  hon.  gent. :  but  upon  these  he  did  not 
wish  to  enlarge.  He  had  clearly  and 
■simply  discharged  his  duty,  and  should  sit 
down  with  giving  his  negative  to  the  mo- 
tion. 

General  Tarleton  said,  that  he  had  fre- 
r-qoently  acted  in  opposition  to  the  mea- 
-  sores  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  was  the 
object  of*  the  present  motion,  and  whose. 


loss  he  very  much  (Jeplored  ;  but  a 
chief  objection  to  the  motion  seemed 
that  these  honours  should  be  wit1 
till  the  judgment  of  the  house  was  h 
on  the  subject  of  his  conduct  for  tfa 
six  months,  he,  for  one,  was  of  op 
that  the  last  six  months  of  his  adi 
tration  were  the  most  brilliant  of  hi 
and  therefore  he  would  vote  for  the 
tion. 

Earl  Temple. — I  rise,  sir,  in  order  \ 
press  in  a  very  few  words,  the  reasons' 
lead  me  to  support  this  motion.     I 
trespass  but  a  very  short  time  on  t 
ten  tion  of  the  house ;  and,  perhaps* 
the  present  occasion,  it  would  hav 
come  me  better  to  have  sat  silent, 
withstanding  it  was  my  fortune  to  c 
the  latter  part  of  the  administrati 
that  right  hon.  gent,  yet  I  feel  ha] 
giving  my  amplest  testimony  to  thostf 
scendant-  talents  which  he  possessed 
which,  from  a   very  early  period 
life,  were  devoted  to  the  service  i 
country.     I  have  also  great  pleasi 
bearing  witness  to  that  purity  and  in 
which  he  preserved  throughout  hii 
administration.    In  giving  my  wart 
port  to  the  present  motion,  I  an 
vinced  I  am  expressing  the  same  i 
which  is  entertained  by  every  pep 
my  family,  who,  connected  with  fa 
the  ties  of  relationship,  may  be  suj 
to  feel  most  deeply  for  his  loss. 

Mr.  Windham  rose  and  spoke  as  fc 
— However  painful  1  may  feel  the  sit 
in  which  I  stand,  I  feel  that  there  is 
imposed  upon  me  that  I  am  bound 
charge.     Nothing  can  .be  more  eaj 
satisfactory,  than  to  comply  with  tl 
vice  which  has  been  given  to  all  j 
not  to  let  their  political  hostilities  I 
ried  to  the  grave,  and  that  on  « 
occasion   as   this,    they  should   bi 
animosities.     For  my  part,  the  onl 
culty  I  should  find  in  complying  wi 
advice  is,  that  I  have  no  political 
sities  to  bury.     Although  I  join  si; 
in  admiration  of  the  great  talents 
right  hon.  gent,  who  is  now  no  mo 
I  think  that  those  talents  cannot 
to  have  been  fortunate  in  the  resui 
I  must  observe,  that  by  the  cust 
this  country,  and,  indeed,  by  the 
of  every  nation,  at  all  times,  these 
ordinary  honours  are  only  conferred 
there  is  a  certain  union  of  merit  a 
cess.     This  should  not  be  consid 
a  mere  question,  of  feeling,  but  it 
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be  considered  whether  the  honours  pro- 
posed to  be  granted  are  customary,  or 
whether  they  are  strictly  merited.  There 
is  a  sort  of  fortitude  on  which  men  some- 
thnes  pride  themselves,— the  fortitude  of 
bearing  well  the  pain  of  others :  there  is 
t  sort  of  generosity  als>o,  that  loves  to 
indulge  itself  at  the  expence  of  others' 
feelings:  let  us  take  care  in  the  present 
case,  that  we  are  not  indulging  our  gene- 
rosity at  the  expence  of  our  public  duties. 
1  know  of  no  function  requiriug  to  be  dis- 
charged under  a  sense  of  more  solemn 
obligation  than  that  which  relates  to  the 
adjudication  of  national  honours ;  these  are 
claims  not  to  be  decided  by  a  momentary 
feeling,  but  by  a  strict  and  impartial  ex- 
amination of  the  merits'  of  the  case.  Let 
m  understand  the  nature  of  the  proceeding 
in  which  we  are  engaged  ;  let  us  know 
upon  what  ground,  the  supporters  of  this 
motion  mean  to  rely*  Do  they  mean  to 
•ay,  that  the  greatest  honours  that  the 
nation  has  to  bestow,  should  be  always 
given  to  splendid  talents  exerted  in  the 
service  of  the  country;  or  would  they 
mean  to  make  a  distinction,  and  only 
give  them  to  men  of  great  talent,  who 
happened  to  be  in  public  offices  ?  It  ap- 
pears to  me,  however,  that  great  talents, 
exerted  in  the  service  of  the  country,  are 
is  well  entitled  to  a  high  reward,  if  the 
possessor  should  not  happen  to  have '  been 
in  public  office,  as  if  he  had;  Let  us  see 
how  far  this  principle  leads  :  it  is  said, 
you  give  the  chief  honours  of  the  nation 
to  those  naval  and  military  commanders 
who  gain  important  victories;  and  why 
not  to  .those  who  guide  their  operations  ? 
Must  not  their  talents  be  presumed,  at 
least,  as  great?  Now,  sir,  this  can  be 
easily  answered.  An  important  victor- 
is  generally  a  thing  that  admits  of  no  dis- 
pute, no  deception.  The  general  who 
roots  an  enemy's  army,  or  the  admiral 
who  destroys  bis  fleet,  leaves  no  doubt  as 
to  the  service  that  be  has  performed,  and 
b  therefore,  by  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
every  body,  considered  as  an  object  of 
high  honour.  When,  on  a  late  occasion, 
these  honours  were  paid  to  an  illustrious 
admiral,  all  ranks  and  descriptions  of 
people,  the  noble  and  the  mean,  the  rich 
and  the  poor,  the  enlightened  and  the  ig- 
norant, all  felt  equally  that  those  honours 
were  due,  and  every  heart  vibrated  to 
tVe  general  expression  of  national  grati- 
tade  and  respect.  No  man  can  mistate 
tr  misrepresent  such  actions  as  those ;  they 
Vol.  VI. 


are  not  brought  forward  to  answer  any 
party  views,  or  upon  false  pretences. 
It  is  for  these  reasons  that  there  is  a  ge- 
neral concurrence  in  all  countries  to  reward 
services  of  that  description.  Upon  service's 
of  such  a  nature  there-  is  always  almost 
an  absolute  unanimity  of  opinion;  but  how 
can  it  be  expected  that  there  will  be  any 
thing  like  an  unanimity  of  opinion*  when 
the  question  is  concerning  the  merits  of  a 
long  political  life  ?  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
all  nations  make  a  distinction  between  the 
rewards  given  to  a  successful  commander, 
and  to  the-  minister  under  whom  he  has 
gained  his  success.  But  if  it  will  be  said, 
that  transcend  ant  abilities,  long  and  im- 
portant services,  long  experience,  and  ap- 
plication of  the  mind  to  the  important  in- 
terests of-the  country,  should  claim  as 
high  a  reward  as  is  given  to  the  most  suc- 
cessful admirals  or  generals,  I  shall  then 
ask,  where  were  all  those  qualities  and  en, 
dowments  more  conspicuous  than  in  the 
late  Mr.  Burke  ?  Mr.  Burke,  however,  was 
not  honoured  with  a  public  funeral.  And 
yet  Mr.  Burke  was  inferior  to  no  man  in 
the  splendour  of  his  talents,  nor  in  the 
purity  of  his  mind,  nor  in  genuine  and  dis- 
interested patriotism,  nor  in  long  expe- 
rience and  devotion  to  the  public  service. 
Where  then  is  the  difference  of  the  cases? 
Do  gentlemen  mean  to  rest  it  entirely  upon 
this,  that  men  of  splendid  talents  and  en- 
dowments, if  they  happen  to  be  in  office, 
are  entitled  to  the  highest  rewards  a  nation 
can  bestow ;  but  should  they  be  out  of  of- 
fice, they  arc  not  entitled  to  honours,  al- 
though they  should  serve  their  country  with 
equal  zeal,  integrity,  and  ability?  In  general 
I  should  say,  that  the  presumptions  were  in 
favour  of  him  who  had  served  his  country 
out  of  office,  official  situations  being  those 
which  men  may  covet  from  other  motives. 
In  every  point  of  comparison  that  could 
be  made,  Mr.  Burke  stood  upon  the  same 
level  with  Mr.  Pitt,  and  I  do  not  see  the 
reason  for  this  difference.  If  the  objec- 
tions to  Mr.  Burke's  having  a  public  funeral 
had  proceeded  from  my  hou.  friend  (Mr. 
Fox),  or  those  who  voied  with  him  in  those 
times,  I  should  not  have  been  surprized  : 
they  might  have  conceived  that  bestowing 
such  honours  on  a  man  who  differed  dia- 
metrically with  them  in  opinion  at  that 
time,  would  imply  a  condemnation  of  their 
own  coqduct.  But  that  was  not  the  case; 
it  was  not  from  them  that  the  objection 
came,  but  from  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  house,  who  took  Mr.  Burke  as 
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the  leader  of  their  opinions*  who  cried  him  I  do  not  think,  from  whatever  cause 
up  to  the  slues,  who  founded  themselves  up- 1  proceeded,  that  his  life  has  been  ben 
on  what  he  had  done,  but  who  were  afraid,   to  his  country.     For  the  earlier  part 
that  if  they  consented  to  such  honours,  it 


would  appear  as  if  they  approved  of  all 
the  sentiments  of  that  great  man,  some  of 
Which  were,  perhaps,  of  too  high  a  tone 
for  them  to  relish.  They,  therefore,  would 
not,  at  that  time,  have  agreed  to  a  resolu- 
tion which  would  have  declared  Mr.  Burke 
an  efccelieut  statesman.     When  the  French 
revolution  broke  out,  it  not  only  broke  up 
the  whole  system  of  European  politics,  but 
it  broke  up,  at  the  same  time,  many  of  the 
dearest  connections  which  had  united  men 
in  ties  of  private,  as  well  as  political  friend, 
.ships.     I  then  differed  upon  that  subject 
■  materially  from  the  opinion  of  my  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Fox),  and   being,  in  a  great 
.  measure,  induced  by  the  authority,   and 
pressed  indeed  by  the  instigation,  of  the 
great  man  1  have  mentioned  (Mr.  Burke), 
I  connected  myself  with  the  administration 
of  which  Mr.  Pitt  was  at  the  bead.     It  is 
not  to  be  Supposed,  that  because  I  joined 
his  administration,  that  I  necessarily  ap- 
proved of  every  part  of  his  system.     The 
question  with  me  was,  whether,  upon  the 
.  whole,    the  forming  that  connexion,  was 
not  the  most  likely  way  to  promote  those 
objects,  which,  in  my  opinion,  were  de- 
sirable to  be  obtained.    Whether  in  so  do- 
ing, I  judged  right  or  wrong,  or  whether 
now,  after  the  event,  my  opinion  remains 
the  same  as  it  was  before,  are  questions 
that  are  of  little  consequence.     If  I  were 
to  divide  the  whole  of  the  political  life  of 
the  distinguished  person  here  spoken  of, 
into  two  distinct  periods,  one  the  period 
;  before  the  breaking  oo.t  of  the  French  re- 
volution, and  the  other  the  period  subse- 
quent to  that  event,  and  that  1  were  called 
to  declare,  whether  I  thought  that  either, 
separately,  or  both  conjointly,  were  of  a 
sort  to  call  for  the  honours  now  proposed, 
or  to  justify  the  character,  ascribed  in  the 
resolution,  of  an  "  excellent  statesman,"  1 
must  say,  no*     1  have  no  wish  to  bring 
forward  my  opinion  in  that  respect  at  the 
present  moment ;  but,  when  compelled  to 


including  the  commencement  of  his  J 

I  must  coutradict  every  principle, 

ever  maintained,  if  I  said  that  it  ¥ 

For  the  succeeding  period,  the  grea 

which  a  statesman  was  ever  called 

I  cannot  say,  that  he  acted  his  part  g 

I  do  not  judge  merely  from  the 

though  the  event,  for  the  present  p< 

might  be  all  that  need  be  considered 

French  revolution  was,   indeed,  a 

in  which  vessels,  the  best  formed,  ai 

ducted  with  the  greatest  skill,  migh 

founder :  but,  what  I  mean  to  say,  i 

iu  my  opinion,  the  vessel  was  not  cos 

with  the  greatest  skill,  and  that  it  is 

human  probability,  to  the  fault  of  ti 

that  we  are  to  ascribe  our  present 

situation.     This  is  no  new  opinion 

part :    I    must   think  so,   if    I   th 

I    have    always    professed    to    dc 

the  other  great  man  that  I   have  , 

to,    Mr.   Burke. — 1    think    it    ne 

to  say  thus  much,  in  order  to  fi 

self  from    a   supposed    charge   of 

sistency,  in  denying  generally,  tuq 

ofamiuister,  with  whom,  for  aconsi 

time,  I  had  acted.     But  all  that  w< 

suit  frOin  this  denial  is,  that  the  p 

which  I  agreed,  did  not  outweigh, 

opinion,  those- in  which  I  differed.- 

stated,  however,  already,  that  even 

parts  in  which  I   agreed,    my   ag 

was  ouly  qualified.     I  agreed,  as 

spect  to   my  hon.  friends  near  no 

whom  I  totally  differed  ;  but,  as  1 

spect  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Burke, 

be  considered  as  widely  differing*  1 

that  I  feel  it  painful  to  oppose  the 

but,  I  must  say,  that  honours,  o 

nature  as  is  now  rJroposed,  ought  n 

given  hastily,  from  any  momentary 

but  from  a  full  conviction  on  the 

each  person  who  consents  to  the 

they  are  strictly  merited,  not  by  th 

sion  merely  of  talents  and  virtues 

great  and  esseutial  services,  rende: 

acknowledged  to  have  been  rend 


declare,  .my self ,  I  mu$t  say  what  I  think.  I   the  state.  Can  this  be  stated  to  be 


Cannot  consent  to  pro  no  mice  an  opinion 
different  from  what  I  think  the  true  one, 
and  thus  to  contribute  to  mislead  both  the 
present  time  and  posterity  on  a  period  of 
our  history  which  it  is  most  important  for 
them  to  judge  rightly  of.  With  the  fullest 
acknowledgement  both  of  the  talents  and 
virtues  of  lUe  eminent  man  in  question,  I 


in  the  present  instance  ?  An  ho 
(Mr.  Hawkins  Browne)  has  cited 
rishing  state  of  the  finances  and  c< 
of  the  country,  compared  with  vi 
were  twenty  years  ago,  as  a  decisi 
of  what  we  owe  to  the  eminent  si 
that  we  have  lost.  But,  woe  beti< 
iu  these  times,  we  measure  the  pi 


ion  back  ?— My  great  objection  to 
g  the  honours  now  demanded,  is 
.  has  not  been  the  usage  of  this 
j,  or  of  mankind  in  general,  to 
be  highest  rewards,  unless  in  cases 
merit  has  been  crowned  with  suc- 
Of  the  many  admirals  who  have 
■warded  with  the  peerage,  in  every 

*  there  was  a  certain  share  of  suc- 
1  well  as  of  merit.  If  lord  St.  Vin- 
■d  lost  half  his  fleet  in  the  action 
be  Spaniards,  or  lord  Nelson  been 
ed,  either  at  the  battle  of  the  Nile, 
Trafalgar,  although  the  highest  ex* 

of  courage  and  talents  had  been 
ly  the  same  rewards  would  not  have 
given.  Lord  Nelson  displayed  as 
courage  and  enterprize  at  the  unsuc- 
attack  of  Tenerifle  as  in  those  glo- 
ictories;  but  if  he  had  lost  bis  life 
lerifie,  it  can  hardly  be  supposed, 
e  would  have  been  honoured  with 
fineral  as  was  given  to  him  when  he 
the  arms  of  victory.  Now,  as  to 
xess  of  Mr.  Pitt,  it  must  be  allowed 

*  change  in  the  state  of  this  country 
'  Europe,  during  his  time,  has  been 
rtd,  and  that  the  last  periods  of  his 
•ebeen  the  most  disastrous.  Can 
ike  face  of  these  facts,  in  the  midst 
fiery  ruin,  which  his  last  measures 
tvoght  on ;  whether  by  his  fault  or 
Mi  not  enquire ;  decree  the  highest 

M.  flint  n  rrrafpfnl  nation  ran  render 


the  great  and  solemn  privilege  we  possess 
with  the  most  mature  deliberation,  and 
that  we  should  not,  contrary  to  the  usual 
practice  of  this  and  every  other  country, 
give  the  highest  honours  of  the  state  to 
mark  the  memory  of  a  minister,  who, 
though  possessing  talents  as  great  as  ever 
appeared  in  any  age  of  the  world,  a  cha- 
racter and  frame  of  mind  fitted  for  every 
thing  most  arduous,  and  feeling,  as  must 
have  been  the  case,  a  strong  desire  that  the 
country  should  prosper  in  his  hands,  was 
unsuccessful  in  the  result,  and  will  not,  I 
fear,  be  recorded  to  posterity,  as  having 
advanced  the  real  interests  and  the  cha- 
racter of  the  country. 

Mr.  R.  Ryder  said,  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  who  just  sat  down,  had  made 
on  his  mind  so  deep  au  impression,  that  he 
could  not  refrain  from  expressing  his  utter 
astonishment.  The  right  hon.  gent,  had 
made  such  allusions  to  the  political  life  and 
conduct  of  the  illustrious  statesman,  now 
no  more,  as  could  'not  fail  of  calling  to  the 
recollection  of  the  house,  the  political  con- 
duct  of  that  right  hon.  gent,  himself,  when, 
at  the  most  critical  period  ever  experienced 
iu  the  history  of  this  country,  be  had  se- 
parated himself  from  his  oldest  and  most 
intimate  political  connections  in  that  house, 
taken  a  seat  in  the  same  cabinet,  and  fought 
the  same  battles,  for  a  series  of  years,  with 
that   illustrious  statesman,  by  whom  the 

constitution  of  this  ennntrv  was  nrps#>rv<*d. 
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gard  of  every  natural  and  every  moral  feel- 
ing ;  but,  for  the  sake  of  the  happiness  of 
the  world,  he  trusted  that  his  conduct 
would  operate  rather  as  a  warning  to  deter, 
than  an  example  to  be  followed.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  as  well  as  another  hon. 
friend  of  his,  who  spoke  early  in  the  de- 
bate (Mr.  W.  Smith),  appeared  totally  to, 
have  misunderstood,  or  misconstrued  the; 
object  of  the  motion ;  for  it  was  emphatic 
cally  impressed  by  the  hon.  member,  who 
had  this  night  brought  it  forward,  and 
expressly  desired  to  be  understood,  as. 
not  binding  any  man  who  Should  vote  on 
this  question,  to  any  opinion  whatever, 
upon  any  other  topic  that  might  be  here- 
after the  subject  of  discussion.  But  surely, 
no  man  in  that  house,  however  different 
his  political  principles  might  be  to.  those  of 
the  illustrious  statesman,*  now  no  more, 
could  fairly  feel  his  principles  implicated, 
in  acceding  to  a  signal  mark  of  public  re- 
spect to  the  memory  of  that  great  mau, 
the  purity  of  whose  moral  character,  the 
splendour  of  whose  talents,  the  sincerity 
of  whose  zeal,  and  the  importance  of  whose 
services  to  his  country,  every  man,  in  and 
out  of  that  house,  must  acknowledge.  The 
question  was  not,  whether  such  a  mark  of 
public  respect  should  be  paid  to  his  me- 
mory, because  he  had  held  the  confidence 
of  bis  sovereign  longer  than  any  former 
minister  had  done ;  nor  for  the  important 
space  be  filled  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  but 
for  the  great  character  which,  upon  the 
whole,  he  had  sustained ;  a  character  as 
honourable  to  the  age -in  which  he  lived, 
as  it  was  ornamental  to  his  country  ;  and 
the  loss  of  whose  talents,  in  the  event  of  his 
death,  presented  one  of  the  most  durable 
causes  of  sorrow  in  every  part  of  the  empire. 
Mr.  George  Ponsonbt/  rose,  aud  spoke  as 
follows : — I  feel,  sir,  most  sensibly,  a  high 
degree  of  reluctance  in  rising  to  oppose  the 
motion  now  before  the  house;  and,  lam 
persuaded,  it  is  the  wish  of  every  liberal 
mind,  that  however  men  may  have  differed 
in  political  opinions  from  the  right  hon. 
gent,  who  is  the  subject  of  this  discussion, 
all  animosities,  that  have  heretofore  existed, 
should  now  cease  :  and,,  if  the  motion  of 
the  hon.  member  had  been  merely  to  ex- 
press sentiments,  on  the  part  of  this  house, 
favourable  to  the  moral  character  and  good 
intentions  of  that  right  hon.  gent.  I  should 
most  cheerfully  have  acceded  to  the  motion. 
But  the  question  really  goes,  in  my  under- 
standing, to  pledge  every  man,  who  votes 
for  this  motion,  to  approve  the  measures 
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which  that  minister  pursued :  so  far, 
ever,  am  I  from  approving  those  raefi 
or  wishing  their  continuance,  that 
cerely  hope  the  system  will  be  buriei 
the  man.  When  I  am  called  upon  to 
with  approbation,   the  political  lift 
minister,  whose  measures  it  has  beeni 
uniformly  the  fortune  of  my  political 
oppose,  by  voting  to  his  memory  the  1 
honours  that  ever  a  country  could 
upon  a  patriotic  statesman,  I  am  bo 
examine,  whether  the  system  he  h* 
sued  was  such  as  to  deserve  such  h 
able  distinction.     But  when  I  compi 
situation  of  this  country,  when  first 
rection  of  its  a  flairs  was  entrusted 
hands,  on  the  commencement  of  his  p 
life,  with  that  in  which  it  was  left 
moment  of  his  death;  when  I  comp 
situation  in  which  Europe  stood  th< 
that  in  which  she  stands  now,  in  rei 
France,  at  least,  I  find  nothing  to  i 
this  house  in  bestowing  such  dist 
upon  the  memory,  such  approbatioi 
the  system,  pursued  by  that  ministe 
look  to  the  most  brilliant  periods  of 
history,  and  compare  them  with  the  j 
I  find   the  successors   of  those   illv 
persons  to  whom  the  country  first  oi 
freedom,    and   boasted   as    her    pi 
connections,    hurled  from  politica 
ence ;  the  prince  of  Orange,  to  who 
predecessor  in  1 688,  this  country 
deb  ted  for  the  successes  of  her  ^ 
revolution,  driven  from  Holland ;  t 
illustrious   house  of   Brunswick  e 
from  Hanover.     In  this  comparisoc 
fore,  I  see  no  cause  to  rejoice.     If: 
tion   were  merely  to  give  credit 
right  hon.  minister  for  an  earnest 
serve  his  country,   I  am  ready  ta 
that  such  was  his  motive  of  actic 
that  his  errors  were  not  those  of  ic 
but  of  judgment :  but  I  canuot  c 
that  measures  are  entitled   to  put 
knowledgment,    and    honourable  : 
unless  it  is  shewn  that  they  have  tx 
cessful.     But  even  to  men,  whose  no 
have  been  of  the  highest  importai 
advantage  to  this  country,  public  I 
of  this  kind  have  not  been  deemec 
sary.      What   mau,   I   ask,  has  r 
more  important  services  to  this  c 
or  more  raised  her  glory  in   the 
nations,  than  my  lord  Somers  r  I 
no  public  monuments  have  been  i 
his  memory..     What  man,  I  ask,  he 
a    higher  moral  character,    or  r 
more  disinterested  and  important 
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o  your  country  than  archbishop  Tillotson, 
it  the  head  of  your  church,  a  man  so  dis- 
nterested  iu  the  public  service,  and  so  pure 
ii  every  thing  which  related  to  his  personal 
Aterests  and  all  pecuniary  transactions,  that 
ae  died  destitute  of  the  means  of  defraying 
the  expences  of  his  own  funeral?  and  yet 
bis  countrv  voted  him  no  burial  or  monu- 
(neat*     To  whom  was  the  country  more 
highly  indebted  for  her  prosperity,  and  her 
finance,  than  to  Mr.  Pelham,  who  reduced 
the  interest  of  money  from  four  to  three 
per  cent.  ?  and  yet  his  country  voted  to 
him  no  public  funeral.     The  same  may  be 
said  of  my  lord  Godolphin,  to  whom  the 
country  owed  the  highest  gratitude,  aud 
yet  no  public  funeral  or  monument  was 
voted  to  his  memory ;  and  therefore,  so 
far  as  general  precedents  go,  great  talents 
and  public  virtues  in  a  statesman  have  not 
been  usually  considered  as  entitled  to  such 
marks  of  public  distinction  as  are  now  pro- 
posed.   The  only  instance  was,  in  the  case 
of  the  illustrious  lord  Chatham,  the  great 
ancestor  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  now  allud- 
ed to.     He  certainly  rendered  his  country 
the  most  signal  services.     1  do  not  wish  to 
draw  invidious  distinctions,  or  to  questiou 
the  purity  of  the  hon.  member's  motives, 
hut  I  wish  him  to  compare  the  situation  of 
this  country  at  the  conclusion  of  the  peace 
of  1763,  with  its  situation  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  or  any  other  peace 
it  shall  hereafter  conclude  with  France ; 
and  I  ask  him,  whether  the  comparison 
will  warrant  this  bouse  in  adopting  the 
precedent?    In  fact,    I  canuot  conceive 
where  lies  the  claim  of  such  distinction  to 
talents,  where  they  have  not  been  success- 
ful ;  nor  has  it  ever  been  usual  to  confer 
them.    I  conceive,  therefore,  the  hon.  gent, 
did  not  duly  consider  his  motion  bt-fore  he 
propounded  it  to  the  house:  for,  surely, 
sir,  if  he  had,  he  could  not  have  imagined 
we  would  vote  funeral  honours,  or  monu- 
mental trophies,  to  a  minister  whose  mea- 
sures have  been  productive  of  so  much 
misfortune  to  the  country,  and  whose  last 
and  most  important  project,  had  so  recent- 
ly terminated  in  disasters  so  ruinous  to 
Europe,  and  so  seriously  alarming  to  the 
British  empire.     I  do  not  wish,  sir,  to  push 
my  objections  to  any  greater  length  at  this 
moment :  but  I  cannot  give  my  assent  to  a 
motion  this  night,  which  would  be  virtually 
a  contradiction  to  the  votes  I  have  given 
for  a  series  of  years,  against  all  the  leading 
measure*  of  that  minister. 
Mr.  sRoje  said,  that  he  felt  at  all  times  a 


reluctance  to  occupy  much  of  the  attention 
of  the  bouse;  his  feelings  on  the  present 
occasion  incapacitated  hiin  still  more  from 
trespassing  long  on  their  time.     He  con- 
fessed he  had  entertained  a  hope,  that  the  re- 
solution, proposed  by  his  hon.  friend,  would 
have  been  adopted  without  difficulty,  and 
with  unanimity.     When  in  the  year  1778, 
a  similar  resolution  had  been  proposed, 
with  respect  to  the  illustrious  lord  Chat- 
ham, it  was  assented  to  by  the  existing  ad- 
ministration, notwithstanding  that  noble 
lord  had  been  one  of  their  most  bitter  op- 
ponents,   and   had   reviled   them  in  the 
strongest  terms,  accusing  them  of  the  gross- 
est weakness,   and  the  basest  treachery. 
Great  statesmen  might  certainly  differ  on 
questions  of  great  importance,  but,  for  his 
own  part,  he  should  consider  Mr.  Pitt  en- 
titled to  the  appellation  of  au  "  excellent 
statesman,"  even  did  he  believe  that  he  had 
been  guilty  of  occasional  errors.   The  noble 
lord  had  stated,  as  a  ground  of  his  oppo- 
sition, that  Mr.  Pitt  had  found  the  country 
iu%  prosperous  state,  and  had  left  it  in  a> 
ruinous  one.    Without  any  wish  to  provoke 
a  discussion  on  this  point,  he  would  ask, 
at  the  time  that  Mr.  Pitt  came  into  office, 
what  was  the  situation  of  the  country  ?  He 
found  it  at  the  end  of  a  most  ruinous  war, 
its  commerce  annihilated,  its  navy  consi- 
derably impaired.     What  were  the  conse- 
quences ot  his  efforts  ?     During  the  period 
of  his  administration,  our  resources  had 
been  doubled,  our  manufactures  had  been 
doubled,  our  seamen  had  been  doubled, 
our  shipping  had  been  doubled.  The  funds, 
at  the  period  alluded  to,  were  much  lower 
than  they  are  now,  alter  thirteen  years 
war.     The  revenue  was  then  barely  equal 
to  the  interest  of  the  debt,  and  the  national 
expenditure  was  annually  increasing  that 
debt.     The  contrast  in  this  particular  was 
too  obvious  to  demand  illustration.    That 
Mr.  Pitt  had  imposed  great  burthens,  was 
very  true ;  that  he  had  discovered  extra- 
ordinary resources,  was  as  true.     The  ques- 
tion was  not,  whether  the  present  war  had 
been  well  or  ill  conducted ;  he  was  sorry 
to  hear  this  mentioned  on  the  other  side, 
because  he  earnestly  desired  on  this  mo- 
tion unanimity.     His  hon.  friend  had  taken 
his  resolution,  as  he  found  it  recorded  on 
the  Journals  of  the  house.     He  had  not  al- 
tered an  iota  of  the  terms  in  whicli  the  si- 
milar one  on  the  death  of  lord  Chatham, 
which  was  acceded  to  by  the  administra- 
tion of  that  day,  had  been  conceived. *  He 
could  not,  therefore,  with  justice  be  ac- 
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cased  of  purposely  bringing  forward  any- 
thing in  which  gentlemen  opposite  might 
find  it  difficult  to  acquiesce.  With  respect 
to  the  illustrious  character  who  was  the  la- 
merited  object  of  the  present  motion,  he 
would  only  say  of  him,  that  he  had  ex- 
hausted his  life  in  serving  his  country  to 
the  best  of  his  great  abilities,  for  it  was  no 
exaggeration  to  say,  that  the  gallant  ad- 
miral, who  had  lately  closed  his  brilliant 
career,  by  falling  in  the  arms  of  victory, 
did  not  more  decidedly  lose  his  life  in  the 
service  of  his  country  than  Mr.  Pitt ;  his 
anxiety  for  his,  country  had  destroyed  him. 
It  was  well  known  to  those  who  were  in  the 
room  when  that  great  man  expired,  that 
the  last  words  he  uttered  were,  "  Oh!  my 
Country ."  The  motion  before  the  house 
bound  no  gentleman  to  an  approbation  of 
any  particular  act  of  Mr.  Pitt's  adminis- 
tration, much  less  to  the  measures  of  the 
last  six  months.  It  went  only  to  assert 
what  was  admitted  in  every  corner  of  Eng- 
land and  Europe,  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  an  ex- 
cellent statesman,- and  that  his  loss  was  ir- 
reparable to  the  country. 

Mr.  Fox  rose,  and  spoke  as  follows :— I 
do  not  know,  sir,  that  ever  I  rose  to 
address  the  house  in  the  performance  of  my 
public  duty  with  more  pain  than  I  do  at  this 
moment*  I  therefore  hope  that  I  shall  ex- 
perience some  indulgence,  if,  before  I  give 
my  vote  on  this  question,  I  should  shortly 
state  the  reasons  which  compel  me  to  op- 
pose the  motion  now  proposed  by  the  hon. 
gent,  under  the  gallery.  The  hon.  gent, 
says,  that  all  party  feelings  and'  political 
animosities  should  be  laid  aside  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion ;  I  assure  him,  sir,  that  I  do 
lay  aside  all  party  feelings.  If  I  had  any 
such  at  this  time,  they  would  lead  me  to 
vote  with  the  hon.  gent,  and  not  against 
him*  At  the  same  time  I  do  not  pretend 
to  undervalue  party  feelings.  When  a  per- 
son is  convinced  that  the  opinions  which 
he  holds,  if  acted  upon,  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  benefit  to  his  country,  but  finds 
that  the  only  chance  of  having  them  acted 
upon  depends  upon  his  connection  with  a 
party,  and  the  support  which  by  this  means 
he  may  acquire,  it  is  his  duty  to  have  re- 
course to  a  party.  He  may  consider  this 
fairly  aud  justly  as  the  best  mode  of  effec- 
tually carrying  into  execution  those  mea- 
sures which,  in  his  estimation,  are  the  most 
calculated  to  promote  the  public  prosperi- 
ty and  happiness.  But  at  present  it  is  ob- 
vious to  every  one,  that  all  the  motives 
which  are  likely  to  influence  me,  as  far  as 


I  party  is  concerned,  are  on  the  side  of  1 
hon.  gent,  and  would  lead  me  to  vote  w 
him.    The  hon.  gent,  must  see,  that  if  I 
gratification  of  party  feelings,  if  ambiti< 
if  private  interest  were  my  objects,  the  m 
proper  course  for  me  to  pursue,  would 
to  give  an  immediate  assent  to  this  moti 
Upon  such  a  supposition,  every  one  iri 
be  sensible  how  much  it  would  be  my 
terest  to  conciliate,  as  much  as  possible, 
those  who  had  the  greatest  respect  and 
lue  for  Mr.  Pitt,  to  drown,  if  it  could 
done,  the  very  remembrance  of  our  p 
tical  contests,  and  endeavour  to  gain, 
every  means  that  could  be  imagined,  tl 
support  and  favour.    This  would.be  the  1 
of  conduct  which  party  views  would  t 
gest,  as  the  most  proper  to  follow.    1 
this  is  not  all ;  there  are  other  motive! 
no  less  weight,  that  strongly  recomnv 
the  same  mode  of  proceeding.     For  mi 
of  the  supporters  of  the  present  niotio 
have  a  personal  friendship,  which  wo 
make  me  reluctant  to  oppose  them  on  si 
an  occasion;  but,  most  of  all  would  it 
my  interest,  as  well  as  my  inclination,  no* 
cross,   in  this  instance,  the  views  of 
noble  lord  near  me  (lord  Temple),   I 
other  near  relations  of  the  deceased  \ 
nister,  with  whom  I  am  now  likely  to 
for  the  remainder  of  my  life,  inseparj 
connected.    The  vote,  therefore,  may 
considered  as  one  not  given   to  gra 
any  feeling  of  private  animosity,  or 
public  ambition,  but  extorted  by  a  n 
painful  but  imperious  duty.  In  every  pi 
point  of  view  then,  whether,  my  ob 
should  be  to  conciliate  those  who  have 
warmest  attachment  to  the  memory  of 
Pitt,  or  to  join  with  those  who  are  aire 
my  political  friends,  my  plan  would  b 
support  the  hon.  gent.'s  motion.     I  wil 
farther,  and  say  that  if  feelings  were  t< 
allowed  to  direct  our  conduct  on  this 
casion,  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  ( 
Rose)  might  address  to  our  feelings  a 
ments  much   more   powerful  than   tl 
which  he  has  just  now  addressed  to 
reasons.     I,  sir,  have  been  engaged 
long  course  of  opposition  to  the  persoi 
whom  public  honours  are  now  claimec 
may  say  that  I  have  been  considered, 
perhaps  it  may  be  called  an  honour,  ai 
rival.     Hut  I  do  assure  the  right  hon.  ( 
and  his  most  zealous  admirers,  that,  dc 
all  that  time,   I  never  opposed  him  frc 
personal  motive  in  my  life.     I  will  go 
farther,  and  say,  that  another  motive  w« 
lead  me  to  support  the  motion,  and  tli 
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the  respect  which  I  entertain  for  many  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  personal  qualities.  Great  quali- 
ties he  certainly  bad,  in  no  ordiuary  degree, 
in  private  life  ;  and  great  qualities  also  in 

r)iuts  connected  with  his  administration, 
do  not  think  this  a  proper  time  to  enter 
upon  the  particular  acts  of  that  adminis- 
tration; but  in  the  measure  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  real  sinking  fund,  he  had 
always  my  warmest  support,  and  I  freely 
declare  my  opinion,  that  this  bos  done  a 
great  deal  of  good  to  the  nation,  and,  that 
for  this,  therefore,  the  country  is  highly 
obliged  to  him.  There  is  another  quality 
fur  which  he  deserves  great  praise.  No 
minister  was  ever  more  disinterested,  as  fur 
as  related  to  pecuniary  matters.  His  in- 
tegrity and  moderation,  in  this  respect,  are 
confirmed  by  the  state  of  bis  affairs  when 
he  died.  I  allow  that  a  minister  is  not  to 
be  considered  as  moderate  and  disinterest- 
ed, merely  because  he  is  poor  during  his 
life,  or  at  his  death.  But  when  I  see  a  mi- 
nister, who  has  been  in  office  above  twenty 
years,  with  the  full  command  of  places  and 
public  money,  without  any  peculiar  extra- 
vagance and  waste,  except  what  might  be 
expected  from  the  carelessness  that  per- 
haps necessarily  arose  from  the  multiplicity 
of  duties,  to  which  the  attention  of  a  man, 
in  such  a  situation,  must  be  directed ;  when 
I  see  a  minister,  under  -such  circum- 
stances, using  his  influence  neither  to  en- 
rich himself,  nor  those  with  whom  he  is,  by 
family  ties,  more  peculiarly  connected,  it 
is  impossible  for  me  not  to  conclude  that 
this  man  is  disinterested.  I  must  say,  that 
he  has,  with  regard  to  private  emolument, 
acted  with  a  high  degree  of  integrity  and 
moderation.  In  the  course  of  the  long  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Pitt,  all  that  he  took 
for  himself  was,  I  believe,  the  ward  en  ship 
of  the  Cinque  Ports.  This  was  certainly 
in  him  highly  disinterested ;  and  his  disin- 
terestedness in  this  respect  shines  with  the 
more  lustre,  when  we  consider  the  mode 
in  which,  according  to  report,  this  reward 
has  been  since  disposed  of.  I,  therefore, 
sir,  have  every  reason,  from  my  intimate 
friendship  and  near  connection  with  the 
living,  and  from  my  own  private  feelings 
and  respect  for  the  dead,  who  undoubted- 
ly possessed  many  estimable  qualities,  to 
Emy  support  to  the  motion  now  be- 
the  house.  I  might  be  led  to  this  by 
another  motive.    If  personal  vanity  had 

i  any  weight  with  me,  I  might  from  this 
cooaideratiou  concur  with  the  hon.  gent.    I 

'  Bigot  by  this  means  gain  a  great  deal  of  ap- 
(biose,  without  any  loss  whatever  in  a  party 


point  of  view,  and  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  in- 
sensible to  praise  any  more  than  others.  But 
there  are  cases,  sir,  in  which  our  public  duty 
is  so  clear  and  imperious,  that  no  desire  of 
praise,  no  motive  of  personal  respect,  no 
wish  to  gratify  our  friends,  nor  any  other 
consideration,  however  powerful,  can  pos- 
sibly enable  us  to  dispense  with  it,  and  in 
my  conscience,  sir,  I  believe  this  to  be  one 
of  those  cases.     If  the  marks  of  respect 
were  such  as  did  not  compromise  my  pub- 
lic duty  in  the  compliance,  no  person  would 
join  in  it  more  cheerfully  and  more  eagerly 
than  I  would.     If,    for  instance,    it  had 
been  proposed  to  remedy  those  pecuniary 
difficulties  which  Mr.  Pitt  bad  incurred  in 
the  course  of  his  political  life;   if  it  had 
been  proposed  to  do  those  things  for  hit 
relations  in  that  way,  which  his  own  ac- 
knowledged disinterestedness  did  not  allow 
him  to  do;  if  it  had  been  proposed  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiencies  of  his  own  fortune,  I 
would  most  willingly  consent  that  all  .this 
should  be  done  in  the  most  liberal  manner. 
But  it  is  a  very  different  thing  to  be  called 
upon  to  confer  honours  upon  Mr.  Pitt  as 
an   4(  excellent  statesman."      We  ought 
nut,  sir,  in  such  cases,  to  be  complimented 
out  of  our  consent,    if  our  public  duty 
commands  us  to  oppose  the  grant  of  such 
honours.     Public  honours  are  matters  of 
the  highest  importance,  because  they  must 
more  or  less  influence  posterity.     They . 
ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  conferred  lightly, 
but  only  where  merit  is  clearly  seen  and  ac- 
knowledged.   I  could  farther  add,  sir,  that 
the  manner  in  which  the  hon.  gent,  opened 
this  business,  would  lead  me  to  give  bis  mo- 
tion my  support ;  but  when  public  honours 
are  solicited,    it  becomes   me  to  consult 
neither  my  interest  nor  my  feelings,  but 
to  adhere  rigidly  and  conscientiously  to 
my  public  duly.     I  need  not  add  any  thing 
to  what  has  been  said  respecting  honours 
couferred  upon  military  men  and  states- 
men, by  my  right  hon.  frieud  on  the  bench 
near  me  (Mr.  Windham),  who  has  so  ably 
and  clearly  pointed  out  the  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  cases.     As  little  need  I  add 
to  what  has  been  said  by  my  hon.  friend 
ou  my   right  hand  (Mr.  Ponsonby),  re- 
specting many  eminent  public  men,    on 
whom  no  honours  of  this  kind  were  con- 
ferred, and  for  whom  none  were  solicited, 
though  their  talents,  virtues,  and  good  in- 
tentions were  unquestionable.     It  is  not  to 
particular  acts  only  that  we  are  to  look  ; 
we  must  consider  the  general  effect  which 
these  nets  produce,  with  u  view  to  the  public 
benefit.  Ccrtainl*.  when  1  look  at  lord  Chat- 
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ham's  monument;  when!  find  the  inscription 
bearing  upon  the  face  of  it  the  grounds 
upon  which   this   monument  was  voted; 
when  I  'find  it  there  stated,  that  he  had  re- 
duced the  power  of  France  to  a  very  low 
■ebb,   and    raised    the    prosperity  of  his 
country  to  a  very  high  pitch ;  I  must  say, 
that  this  case  can  never  be  compared  with 
^that  of  lord  Chatham.     I  must  say,  that 
fhe  country  at  present  is  reduced  to  the 
most  dangerous  and  alarming  situation — a 
situation  which  might  call  for  any  thing  ra- 
ther than  honours  to  be  conferred  upon 
him,   who  had  the  direction  of  the  mea- 
'sures  which  brought  it  to  this  state.    The 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Rose)  has   told  us, 
'that  in  the  case  of  lord  Chatham  there  was 
■the  most  perfect  unanimity,  though  there 
were  many  in  the  house  who  had  opposed 
his  political   principles.      Why,  so  there 
was;   but  then,  sir,   the  merit  was  clear, 
and  tbe  inscription  related  to  points  on 
which  there  must  have  been  the  most  per- 
fect unanimity ;  and  though  certainly  dur- 
ing the  seven  years  war  there  was'  a  strong 
opposition,  yet  his  merit  on  certain  points, 
to  which  the  inscription  referred,    was  al- 
lowed by  the  bitterest  of  his  antagonists. 
But  though  no  consideration  ought  to  in- 
duce us  to  betray  our  trust  in  conferring 
the  public  honours,  yet  at  the  same  time 
there  are  cases  in  which  the  effects  of  this 
might  be  less  sensibly  felt.      For  instance, 
in  cases  where  we  should  be  compelled  to 
oppose  particular  acts  of  an  administra- 
tion, we  might  still  make  a  clear  distinc- 
tion between  what  was  good  and  what  was 
bad.     In  the  present  case  I  shall  not  enter 
upon  the  particular  acts.     In  deciding  up- 
on this  question,  I  should  be  unwilling  to 
take  any  one  particular  act  of  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  late  minister.     I  always 
thought,  and  do  still  think,  that  an  unfor- 
tunate system  of  government  has  pervad- 
ed the  whole  of  the  present  reign ;   and  I 
firmly  believe  that  system  to  have  been  the 
cause  of  all  the  disasters  and  disappoint- 
ments which  the  country  has  experienced, 
almost  uniformly  throughout    the  whole 
course  of  it.     Being  of  this  opinion,  how 
can  I  conscientiously  say  that  he  who  fol- 
lowed   this    system   was  an  . "  excellent 
statesman  ?"     To  that  system  I  ascribe  the 
loss  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  I  can- 
not but  impute  blame,    instead  of  praise 
or  honour,  to  all  the  ministers  who  have 
supported  it.     The  earl  of  Guildford  who 
conducted  the  war,  in  the  event  of  which 
those  colonies  were  lost,  was  a  man  of  ve- 
ry uncommon  talents,  and  of  very  amiable 


qualities.    Towards  the  latter  part  ol 

life,  I  was  connected  with  him,  not  on] 

political  opinions,  but  also  in  habits  bi 

most*  intimate  friendship.    But,  nott 

standing  all  that,  I  have  no  besitatioi 

declaring,  that  if,  at  the  decease  of 

nobleman,  any  motion  similar  to  the 

sent  had  been  made  in  this  house,  n 

as  I  esteemed  and  loved  him,  and  still  1 

dearly  as  I  loved  his  son,  the  late  ea 

should  have  been  the  very  foremost  U 

pose  it.    Thinking,  as  I  do,  of  the  d 

trous  effects  of  that  system,  which  I  b 

stated  to  have  prevailed  through  the 

sent  reign,  I  cannot  but  accuse  the 

minister  of  having,  I  will  not  say  Ci 

nally,  for  the  expression  might  sounx 

some  ears,  too  harsh,  but,  most  uni 

nately,  lent  his  brilliant  talents  am 

commanding  eloquence,  to  the  suppo 

it.     In  having  done  so,  and  with  the  k 

ledge  he  must  have  had  6f  it,    I  efc 

him   the  more  culpable,   as  without 

splendour  of  mental  endowment,   1 

enabled  him  to  throw  a  veil  over  th 

deous  deformity  of  the  system  allude 

I  am  fully  persuaded,    that  it  couk 

have  resisted  the  attacks  made  upon  i( 

consequently  could  not  have  existed, 

spread  its  baneful  influence  half  so 

No  man  can  be  more  desirous  than  1 

to  bury  in  oblivion  the  remembrao 

those  contests  in  which  we  had  sd 

been  engaged.  This  I  shewed  plainly  ei 

while  he  was  alive.     But,  I  cannot  cc 

to  confer  public  honours,  on  the  groi 

his  being  an  "  excellent  statesman. 

the  man,  who,  in  my  opinion,    wi 

sole,   certainly  the  chief  supporter 

system,  which  I  had  early  been  taug 

consider  as  a  bad  one.     Thinking  ti 

cannot  be  expected  that  I  should  i 

forget  my  public  duty,  and  the  prii 

which  I  have  uniformly  professed, 

subscribe  to  the  condemnation  of 

principles,  by  agreeing  to  the  motio 

before  the  house.     But,   I  defy  th 

gent.,  I  defy  any  person  who  differi 

me,  I  defy  any  one  of  those  who  an 

desirous  of  misrepresenting  my  m 

to  point  out  any  possible  feeling  of  ii 

or  ambition,  that  could  induce  me  * 

pose  it.     My  motive  is  a  sense  of 

duty,  which  would  be  violated,  if  ' 

to  agree  to  confer  honours,  on  g 

w^ich  to  me  do  not  appear  to  warri 

concurrence.     Sir,    I  am  sorry  th 

motion  was  ever  made.     I   said  so  I 

and  1f  those  who  were  most  near]/ 

■|  ficcted  with  Mr.  Pitt  by  the  ties  of; 
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tnd  who  may  be  supposed  to  be  most  in- 
erested  in  Ins  glory,  and  the  respect  that 
s  to  attend  his  memory,  had  beeu  consul  t- 
:dv  I  believe  a  mode  might  have  been 
truck  out,  bv  which  a  suitable  murk  of 
espect  might  have  been  conferred  on  him, 
vitbout  reducing  us  to  this  dilemma.  Now, 
lowever,  it  is  too  late.  The  thing  is  done, 
md  canuot  be  helped,  and  nothing  remains 
or  us  but  to  do  our  duty,  however  much 
hit  feelings  may  be  hurt  by  the  perform- 
iace.  I  must  therefore  conclude  with 
laying,  that,  in  my  opinion,  my  public 
luty  does  call  upon  me  in  the  most  itnpe- 
iou*  and  irresistible  manner,  to  oppose 
he  motion  ;  and  that  however  painful  to 
ny  feelings  in  every  respect  it  may  be,  J 
outlet  do  uiy  duty. 

Lord  Cattlercagh  said,  that  the  few  ob- 
servations which  he  had  to  submit  to  the 
louse  upon  this  subject,  were  not  meant 
k>  much  as  a  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from 
the  hon.  member  who  had  just  sat  down, 
sod  who  had  spoken  throughout  by  no 
swans  in  the  spirit  of  an  adversary,  but 
rather  with  a  liberality  that  was  highly  ho- 
nourable to  his  feelings  and  character. 
The  testimony  of  the  hon.  gent,  to  the  ex- 
sited  virtue,  and  the  incorruptible  honour 
of  his  right  hon.  friend,  must  be  peculiarly 
gratifying  to  all  those  who  revered  the  me- 
tsjory,  who  valued  the  fame  of  the  illustri- 
ous personage  who  was  the  subject  of  this 
debate.  Upon  the  arguments  of  thai  hon. 
gsnt.  in  opposition  to  this  motion,  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  reason.  This,  in  fact, 
was  not  a  question  to  be  determined  by 
argument.  It  was  quite  a  question  of 
feeling.  The  acquiescence  of  that  house 
•nd  the  couutry,  in  such  a  proposition, 
was  more  to  be  looked  for  from  intuitive 
feeling  than  from  cold  reason;  and  if  that 
feeling  did  not  exist,  it  was  in  vain  to 
think  of  arguing  men  into  it.  With  re- 
gard to  the  allusions  which  had  been  made 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  to  the  merits 
of  that  distinguished  person,  the  late  earl 
of  Chatham,  and  the  attempts  to  contrast 
these  merits  with  those  of  Mr.  Pitt,  he  felt 
himself  justified  in  saying,  that  there  was  a 
very  marked  distinction  between  the  cases 
of  both.  The  different  circumstances  in 
which  they  were  placed,  must  be  taken  in* 
to  consideration  before  any  fair  estimate 
could  be  formed  of  their  relative  merits. 
Mr.  Pitt,  it  was  known,  had  to  manage 
the  government  in-  times  of  peculiar  peril, 
at  so  em  indeed  unparalleled  in  the  history 
c£  this  country  of  of  the  world— without 
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any  precedeut  whatever  to  assist  his  judg- 
ment, much  less  to  direct  his  way.     In 
that    unprecedented    situation,   Mr.   Pitt 
conducted  himself  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
merit  the  approbation  and  obtain  the  con- 
fidence of   parliament  and   the  country. 
Was  it,  then,  too  much  on  the  part  of  the 
frieuds  of  such  a  man  to  require  the  pro* 
posed  mark  of  public  respect  and  grati- 
tude ?  or  would  it  be  consistent  with  the 
houour  of  parliament,  or  agreeable  to  the 
feelings  of  the  country,   to  withhold  it? 
But   the  danger  of  precedent  had    been 
dwelt  upon.     It  was  contended  that  simi- 
lar honours  had  been  withheld  from  men, 
of  equally  eminent  abilities.     A  right  hon, 
gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  had  mentioned, 
thut  the  splendid  talents  and  public  servi- 
ces of  Mr.  Burke  gave  him  a  much  higher 
claim  to  public  honours  than  could  be  as* 
serted  to  belong  to  the  character  of  Mr* 
Pitt.    For  the  memory  of  Mr.  Burke  the 
noble  lord  professed  the  utmost  reverence; 
for  the  services  which  he  had  rendered  bis 
couutry  he    felt  the  warmest   gratitude. 
Towards  that  great  and  meritorious  in- 
dividual  he  could   not    be    supposed   to 
entertain    the  same    degree    of   admira- 
tion   with    that    which   was,   no    doubt, 
felt   by    the    right    hon.  gent,    who    had 
the    good    fortune    to    possess    the    op- 
portunity, from   intimate   intercourse,  to 
observe  the  virtues  aud  to  appreciate  the 
merits  of  that  great  man.     But  although 
he  had  not  the  advantage  of  such  oppor- 
tunity,   still    be    admired   sincerely   and 
warmly  the  character  of  Mr.  Burke.    He 
conceived,  however,  that  the  character  of 
this  celebrated  individual  was  not  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  warrant  any  man  in  bring- 
ing it  into  competition  with  that  of  Mr. 
Pitt.    There  were  so  many  points  of  dif- 
ference between    the    two    men,    that  a 
comparison  between  them  could  not  be 
fairly  instituted.    Indeed,   the  right  hon. 
gent,   himself  must  be  aware,  that  how- 
ever he  might  regret  the  circumstance,  he 
could  not  persuade  parliament,  upon  just 
grounds,  to  adjudicate  to  Mr.  Burke  the 
same  honours  that  were  now  proposed  to 
be  done  to  the  remains  of  Mr.  Pitt*    Dif- 
fering widely  as  he  did  from  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side,  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
recent  transactions  on  the  continent,  how- 
ever unfortunate  the  result,  he  could  not 
in  the  slightest  degree  assent  to  the  justice 
of  the  assertion,  that  these  transactions 
served  to  abate  the  claims  of  his  deceased 
friend  to  the  esteem  of  that  house  and  the 
F 
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country.  Quite  the  contrary.  But  into 
tbis  subject  he  did  not  at  present  wish  to 
enter.  That  would  more  properly  come 
before  -the  house  at  another  time  ;  and  he 
deprecated  the  idea  of  any  man  voting 
.upon  this  occasion  who  should  suffer  *his 
mind  to  be  influenced  by  the  contemplation 
of  that  subject,  upon  which  but  very  few 
men  at,  present  were  enabled  to  form  a  cor- 
rect opinion.     The  documents   necessary 

•  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  conduct  of 
ministers  would  be  speedily  laid  before 
the  house.  The  means  they  had  employed , 
the  measures  they  had  pursued,  would  be 
entirely  made  known ;  and  upon  a  full 
and  fair  revjew,  it  would  be  for  the  house 
to  judge ;  but  he  protested  against  any 
premature  judgment.  His  own  sentiment, 
tie  had  no  hesitation  to  say,  coincided 
with  that  which  the  house  had  heard  from 
the  hon.  officer  who  sat  on  the  same  side 
with  him  (gen.  Tarleton).  From  the 
most  ample  enquiry  he  was  able  to  make, 
the  conviction  of  his  mind  was,  that  the 
conduct  of  the  last  six  months  of  his  de- 
ceased friend's  administration  evinced  a 
series  of  the  most  splendid  efforts,  not 
only  for  the  salvation  of  this  country  but 
of  Europe.  If  these  efforts  had  failed,  he 
was  persuaded  it  would  appear  that  their 
failure  was  not  the  result  of  >  any  fatality 
that  was  justly  attributable  to  him.  If 
they  failed  through  the  weakness  of  those 
courts  with  whom  we  were  to  co-operate, 
or  thrpugh  the  incapacity  of  those  to 
whom  the  execution  of  their  plans  was 
intrusted  ;  if  it  was  not  the  fortune  of  Mr. 
Pitt  to  meet  a  correspondent  energy  in 
those  who  were  equally  interested  in  the 
common  cause,  whose  effective  aid  was 
essential  to   the   accomplishment  of    his 

.  projects,  surely  that  was  not  to  be  ascribed 
to  him  as  a  ground  of  incapacity.  As  far 
us  his  arrangements  could  extend,  as  far 
as  his  influence  could  operate,  as  far  as 
he  was  implicated,  there  was  not  the  sha- 
dow of  doubt  that  his  conduct  would 
prove,  upon  the  fullest  investigation,  to 
have  been  not  merely  free  from  blame, 
but  entitled  to  praise.  Passing,  however, 
by  thfcavhole  of  this  question,  be  saw  quite 
enougtepn  tht  eventful  life  of  Mr.  Pitt,  to 
justify  the  highest  eulogium.  The  judg- 
ment, activity,  and  resolution,  manifested 
by  his  deceased  friend  during  the  progress 
of  the  French  Involution,  was  amply  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  even  .  more  than  the  pro- 
position before  the  house.  This,  however, 
he  was  aware  was  not  a  ground  upon  which 


he  could  rest  any  claim  to  praise  i 
the  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last,  or  t 
friends  who  immediately  surrounded 
because  they  uniformly  opposed  his  *i 
hon.   friend ;    but   certainly   it  was 
which  entitled  him  to  expect  the  acq* 
ceuce  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  on  the  1) 
bench  (Mr.  Windham)  and  others,  wl 
that  period  thought  it  their  duty  to  i 
rate  from  their  present  connections, 
rally    themselves    with   Mr.    Pitt,.  « 
energy,  wisdom  and  patriotism  wen 
several  years,  the  favourite  theme  of 
panegyric.     Surely  those  hon.  geutl* 
could  not  consistently  deny  that  the  a 
lustration  of  Mr.  Pitt,  during  that  in 
tant  period,  alone  warranted  his  fri 
in  claiming  for  him  the  most  honou 
and  elevated   distinction. — As  to  thi 
jections  that  were  made  to  the  parti 
terms  of  the  motion,  he  felt  that  it  1 
be  quite  impossible  to  draw  it  up  in 
a  way  as  at  once  to  meet  the  wishi 
Mr.    Pitt's    friends,   to   correspond 
those  feelings  which  his  death  wa$soM 
liarly  calculated  to  excite,  and  at  the 
time  to  be  perfectly  reconcileable  wit 
sentiments  of  those  gentlemen  on  thei 
side,  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  a 
in  direct  opposition  to  him  throughoi 
whole  of  his   public   life.     Upon  si 
subject  it  was  much  to  be  regretted 
any  dissention  should  arise.     It  wai 
cerely  the  wish  of  Mr.  Pitt's  frien 
avoid  it.   But  still  it  was  felt  that  Mr. 
friends  should  not  shrink  from  their; 
should  not  suppress  their  feelings,  si 
not  withold  from  great  public  merit 
tribute  of  public  respect  merely  to  i 
the  hazard  of  incurring  some  differei 
opinion. —Although  the    support  o 
hon.  gent,  on  the  other  side  was  j 
be  calculated  upon,  he  had  no  doubt 
the  motion  would  be  adopted.     Ii 
he  felt  confident  that  it  would.  The 
would    act  inconsistently    with   its 
opinion,    repeatedly  expressed,  if  il 
tated  to  recognize  the  merit,  if  it  do 
to  distinguish  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Such  a  thing  was  not  to  be  suppose! 
sible.     Unanimity  upon  such  a  qu 
was,  no  doubt,  highly  desirable ;  bu 
he  clearly  saw  was  not  to  be  obi 
It  was    evidently  impossible  to  mc 
motion  of  this  nature,  so  as  to  mi 
agreeable  to  the  sentiments  of  the  g 
men  on  the  other  side.     Yet,  for  b 
he  must  say,  that,  were  he  to  have  fi 
a  motioufrom  his  own,  perhaps  parti 
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ings,  it  would  have  been  much  stronger 
than  that  now  before  the  house.  Impres- 
sed as  he  was  with  the  eminent  virtues,  the 
traoscendant  talents,  the  distinguished  ser- 
vice of  his  deceased  friend,  he  had  no 
difficulty  in  stating,  that  he  should  have 
felt  the  compliment  paid  to  his  illustrious 
father,  and  which  his  lion,  friend  had  copied, 
rather  cold  and  inadequate  on  this  occa- 
sion ;  but  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  fol- 
low the  precedent  chalked  out  in  the  case 
of  lord  Chatham,  and  the  precise  words 
were  adoptqd  ;  because,  even  highly  as 
Mr.  Pitt's  friends,  with  justice,  esteemed 
his  merits,  it  was  not  conceived  right  to 
take  any  novel  or  extraordinary  proceed- 
ing, to  mark  the  public  Reference  for  his 
character.  It  was  not  thought  just  to 
place  the  name  of  Mr.  Pitt  on  such  a 
pedestal,  as  should  by  its  comparative 
elevation  depress  the  distinction  and  con- 
sequence of  other  meritorious  public  men. 
—With  respect  to  the  observations  of  a 
learned  gent,  on  the  other  side,  (Mr. 
Ponsonby)  that  the  system  pursued  by 
Mr.  Pitt  should  be  altogether  abandoned, 
that  it  should  be  interred  with  him,  he 
begged  to  remark  to  the  learned  gent. 
nay,  he  would  advise  him,  if  he  wished 
to  attach  the  confidence  of  parliament  and 
the  country  to  the  party  with  which  he 
acted,  to  adopt  a  different  tone.  For  he 
bad  little  doubt,  that  if  dangers  should 
arise  similar  to  those  against  which  Mr. 
Pitt  contended,  the  councils  of  the  country 
would  feel  it  necessary  to  recur  to  the 
system  of  Mr.  Pitt.  The  efficacy  of  that 
system  had  been  experienced,  its  benefit 
to  the  country  was  universally  felt  and 
acknowledged.  To  that  system  we,  in  fact, 
owed  the  internal  peace  of  Englaud  amid 
the  convulsions  of  Europe,  and  the  secu- 
rity of  the  English  constitution.  To  that 
system  the  learned  geut.  owed  the  conse- 
quence be  possessed,  the  honours  that 
awaited  him.  Any  deviations,  therefore, 
from  such  a  system,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, it  was  not  wise  to  recommend  ; 
and  sore  he  was,  that  such  recommen- 
dation would  not  be  graciously  received 
among  the  respectable  and  intelligent 
part  of  the  people.— Adverting  to  the  re- 
that  had  been  made  on  the  alleged 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  the  noble  lord  chal- 
any  gent,  to-  mention  a  minister  in 
history  of  the  country,  who,  if  success 
to  ba  the  criterion  upon  which  pab- 
were  to  be  voted,  was  by  any 
i  trilled  to8uch  honours  as  Mr.  Pitt. 


Had  not  that  distinguished  person  saved 
the  constitution  ?  Had  not  the  measures 
of  his  administration  been  productive  of 
unprecedented  prosperity  ?  "  And  were 
not  the  success  of  our  arms  in  war*  inrl- 
nitely  more  splendid  than  any  thing  that 
had  been  achieved  during  the  ad  minis, 
tration  o"f  every  one  of  his  predecessors, 
not  even  excepting  that  of  his  illustrious 
father  ?  Whether  we  looked  to  the  amount 
of  our  military  forces,  and  their  efficiency 
wherever  they  had  occasion  to  act;  whether 
we  looked  to  our  means  of  defence  or 
attack,  we  saw  ample  grounds  to  assert  the 
success,  to  panegyrize  the  wisdom  and 
vigour  of  Mr.  Pitt.  But  if*  we  looked  to 
our  navy,  what  an  impressive  testimony 
of  his  active  vigilance  and  provident  at* 
tention  presented  itself  to  our  view !  It 
was  notorious,  that,  under  his  administra- 
tion, that  important  branch  of  our  power 
had  advanced  by'  rapid  progression,  and 
attained  unparalleled  glory.  In  that  de- 
partment indeed,  his  administration  pre- 
sented a  series  of  the  most  brilliant  suc- 
cesses, terminating  in  that  glorious  action 
which  immediately  preceded  his  death, 
which  from  its  character  and  result,  seem- 
ed to  have  crowned  the  expectation  which 
even  a  sanguine  admiration  of  the  British 
navy  would  induce  one  *  to  form.— ^The 
noble  lord  expressed  a  hope  that  the  feel- 
ings by  which  he  was  actuated,  would 
plead  his  excuse  for  trespassing  so  long 
on  the  attention  of  the  house.  He  pro* 
fessed  the  utmost  anxiety  to  avoi.d  any 
observation  that  had  the-  least  tendency 
to  render  the  debate  personal,  or  to  pro- 
voke party  feelings.  In  this,  indeed,  he 
but  imitated  the  conduct  of  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side,  who  had  throughout 
performed  what  they  conceived  to  be  their 
duty,  in  a  manner  that  redounded  highly 
to  their  credit.  Certainly,  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Pitt  had  no  reason  to  complain  of 
any  part  of  the  cpurse  pursued  by  these 
gentlemen.  Not  an  expression  was  heard 
that  was  calculated  to  excite  an  unplea- 
sant sensation ;  and  he  was  bappy  to  per* 
ceive  that  the  discussion  was,  on  the  whole, 
not  less  honourable  to  the  individuals  en. 
gaged  in  it,  than  it  was  creditable  to  the 
individual  who  was  the  subject  of  it. 

Mr.  Wilberforct  rose,  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  great  public  virtues  and  splendid  ta- 
lents of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  whom  he  declared  the 
love  of  country  was  to  be  found  as  sincere 
and  ardent  as  ever  yet  existed  in  any  human 
bosom.    With  regard  to  the  assertion,  that 
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success  was  a  proper  criterion  by  which  to 
appreciate  the  merit  of  a  great  man,  the 
hon.  gent,  reprobated  the  idea,  as  incon- 
sistent with  wisdom  and  justice.  But  if  the 
character  of  Mr.  Pitt  were  to  be  tried  by 
that  rule,  where  were  we  to  look  among 
the  great  men  of  ancient  or  modern  times, 
for  any  who  had  stronger  claims  to  the  gra- 
titude and  respect  of  their  country,  than 
those  which  could   be  advanced  in  favour 
of  that  illustrious  personage  ?      Success, 
however,  might  be,  in  many  instances,  a 
very  erroneous  criterion  of  real  merit.  Re- 
sults might  sometimes  arise,  the  cause  and 
Credit  of  which  might  not  at  all  belong  to 
the  plan  of  operations  intended  to  pro- 
duce them.     He  was   aware  that  parlia- 
ment acted  entirely  from  results,  in  voting 
addresses  for  naval  or  military  achieve- 
ments* '  But  the  reason  of  that  mode  of 
proceeding  was  obvious*     The  parliament 
could  not  act  as  a  military  or  naval  court 
martial.     It  did  not  belong  to  them  to  en- 
quire, or  to  plan  or  conduct .     Upon  such 
subjects  they  could  only  decide  from  results. 
But  the  case  was  quite  different  with  regard 
to  great  projects  of  domestic  or  foreign  po- 
licy.    Such  projects  the  house  was  able  to 
examine,    and,    upon  examination,    they 
might  appear  to  have  been  contrived  with 
the  utmost  wisdom,  although  productive 
of  very  unfortunate  results,  through   the 
weakness  or  treachery  of  those  employed 
to  carry  them  into  execution.     The  appli- 
cation of  these  general  remarks,  the  hon. 
gent,  observed,  must  be  obvious :  they  were 
meant  to  guard  against  premature  impres- 
sions upon  a  subject,  into  which  he  would 
not  enter  further  at  present,  as  he  was. 
very  unwilling  to  utter  any  sentiment  upon 
this  occasion,  that  was  likely  to  excite  op- 
position.    He  would  offer  no  opinion  upon 
the  subject  of  the  last  campaign,  but  sim- 
ply observe,  that  it  did  not  follow,  that, 
because  success  was  on  the  side  of  the  ene- 
my, Mr.  Pitt  was  to  be  allowed  no  merit. 
This  question,  however,  was  yet  to  be  de- 
termined ;    and,   until  the  determination 
should  be  pronounced,  he  would  not  pre- 
tend to  sav  that  his  deceased  friend  was  de- 
serving  of  praise,  at  the  same  time  that  he 
protested  against  the  applicationof  censure.1 
But,  overlooking  this  question  altogether,, 
there  was  a  part  ot  Mr.  Pitt's  political  life,! 
upon  which  the  world  had  long  determined, : 
which  fully  entitled  that  great  ornament  of 
his  country  to  his  country's  best  wishes*: 
When  the  revolutionary  spirit. had  convul- 
sed France,  and  alarmed  the  whole  civilised; 


world,  that  distinguished  statesman  © 

pletely  succeeded,  by  the  vigour  and  s 

city  of  his  measures,  in  preventing 

dreadful  plague  from  reaching  us.    ' 

was  the  main  source  of  his  distinction ; 

was  the  great  pedestal  of  his  fame:— 

hon?.  gent,  pronounced  an  high  eulogiuf 

the  manner  in  which  the  proposition 

been  discussed  by  the  gentlemen  on 

other  side.     Their  conduct,  he  conoe 

to  be  not  only  honourable  to  their  own 

racter,   but  to  that  of  their,  country. 

afforded  a  signal  instance,  that  the  I 

of  party  could  not  operate  in  the  breaj 

Englishmen,  to  extinguish   those  fee 

and  sentiments,  which  enable*  men  1 

to  judge  of  character,  and  justly  U 

timate  merit.     He  declared   that  he 

great    satisfaction    in  contemplating 

course  of  this  discussion,  which  he  hi 

doubt  would  terminate  in  the  adopti 

his  hon.  friend's  motion.    To  that  nv 

he  was  happy  to  give  his  warmest  sup 


and  that  be  felt  but  a  small  tribute  o 
ference  to  the  memory  of  a  man  who 
ever  the  object  of.  his  esteem  and  adi 
tion,  who  was  equally  distinguishes 
great  talents,  for  exalted  character,  ft 
larged  views,  for  personal  purity,  ai 
indefatigable  patriotism.  Of  him,  in 
it  might  well  be  said,  that  the  first  wish  > 
heart  was  the  good  of  his  fellow  creat 
and  the  sole  object  of  his  study  that 
country.  Undoubtedly,  had  self  be 
any  consequence  in  his  consideratio 
might  have  materially  contributed  U 
mote  his  own  views  of  policy  by  cultii 
connections  and  private  friendships* 
to  these  things,  which  are  so  dilij 
consulted,  and  which  are  of  such  mi 
use  to  other  public  men,  Mr*  Pitt  wai 
inattentive.  To  whatever  regarded  hi 
iuterest,  he  was  perfectly  indifferent, 
deed  this  distinguished  mau  was  t 
forgetting  hiiusefi,  but  ever  rememl 
his  country. 

Sir  Roltcrt  Writiams  said,  that  he  « 
aware  he  could  make  any  motion  to 
his  wishes,  but  that  he  hoped  and  t 
that,  the  friends  of  the  illustrious.] 
who  was  the  subject  of  the  debate, 
all  attend  his  remains  to  the  grave* 
house  then  divided, -and  the  uumben  i 
For  Mr.  LasceHea*  motion  i 
Against  it 

a 

Majority         • 
The  ayes  having  come  forth,  wi 
dressed  by  lord  Cftstlereagh,  while  i 
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lobby,  nearly  in  the 'following  words:— 
Gentlemen,  to-morrow  the  Treaties  alluded 
to  in  his  majety's  speech,  will  be  laid  before 
the  house;  and  a  day  will  probably  be 
named  for  discussing  that  great  question, 
involving  so  much  of  the  merits  and  cha- 
racter ol  Mr.  Pitt.  I  hope  and  trust,  that 
gentlemen  will  give  a  full  attendance  on 
that  day;  which  will  be  more  necessary,  as 
we  have  lost  the  splendid  talents  of  that 
great  man.— Strangers  were  not  re-admitted 
into  the  gallery;  but,  we  are  informed, 
that  Mr.  Cartwright  gave  notice  of  a  motion 
for  Monday  next,  for  the  payment  of  Mr. 
Pot's  debt*. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 


Tuesday,  January  28. 

[Continental  Wa r.]     Lord  Mulgrave 
said,  he  was  commanded  by  his  majesty 
-to  lay  before  the  house  copies  of  trea- 
ties  entered   into  between    his    majesty 
and  the  king- of  Sweden,  and  the  empe- 
ror of  Russia,  and  also  of  the  accession 
thereto  of  the  emperor  of  Gennauy  and; 
Austria.    He  wished    there  had  been  a 
fuller  attendance  of  their  lordships,  in  or-; 
der  that  he  might  have  fully  explained  the. 
reason  of  expediency  and  necessity,  which 
-he  conceived  to  exist,  for  withholding  cer- 
tain articles  which  formed  parts  of  those 
treaties.    This  explanation  he  should,  un- 
der the  present  circumstances,  reserve,  un- 
til the  remainder  of  the  documents  should 
be  laid  on    their    lordships'   table.    He 
thought  it  his  duty,  however,  to  state  now 
•to  their  lordships,  that  to  the  treaty  of  St. 
•Petersburg!],  as  it  now  existed,  or  at  least 
as  it  came  to  this  country,  there  were  at- 
tached fifteen  supplementary  articles;  of 
these,  the  tenth  article  was  never  ratified ; 
it  was  of  course,  therefore,  nugatory,  and 
•of  no  validity :  of  the  remaining  articles, 
the  second,  third,  seventh,  and  ninth,  con- 
tained recitals,  the  publication  of  which 
Bight  be-  injurious  to  the  welfare  or  the 
safety  of  other  nations ;  and,  therefore,  it 
-had  (been  thought  expedient  to  withhold 
*heax.    'He  could,  at  the  same  time,  assure 
-their  lordships,  that  the  articles  he  had  just 
talliftded  to,  were  merely  conditional  and 
jpoapeetive,  and  did  not  bear  upon  any 
points  of  the  question  respecting  the 
:tiom  upon  the  continent,  which 
Jordships  would    have  to  discuss. 
to  the  propriety  of  withhold- 
sitw  ithaae  -articles,  he  was  convinced  no 
Wmmimmtmm  .could  be  imputed,  to  himself, 


and  those  with  whom  he  had  the  honour 
to  act,  than  a  desire  to  do  nothing  that 
should  be  in  the  least  detrimental  to  any 
of  those  powers  to  whom  the  treaties  ree- 
fer red.  They  could,  indeed,  have  no  other 
motive,  as  those  who,  in  all  probability, 
would  shortly  succeed  to  the  offices  occu- 
pied by  himself  and  his  colleagues,  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  investigating  the 
documents  themselves,  and  of  judging  whe- 
ther or  not  his  majesty's  present  minis  tern 
had  been  actuated  by  a  proper  caution  m 
withholding  them.  With  some  of  those 
noble  lords,  who  would  probably  soon  suc- 
ceed to  office,  he  had  not  the  honour  of  be- 
ing personally  acquainted ;  with  respect  ta 
others,  be  could  rely  most  confidently  upon 
their  candour  and  justice;  and  even  if  they 
should  be  convinced  that  his  majesty's  pre- 
sent ministers  had  been  too  cautious  in  this 
instance,  he  was  satisfied  they  would  do 
ample  justice  to  the  purity  of  the  motives 
which  actuated  himself  and  his  colleagues, 
when  they  inspected  the  documents  which 
were  now  withheld,  and  which  would  the* 
come  into  their  possession.  He  was  at  the 
same  time  most  anxious  that  every  doou* 
ment  which  could  with  safety  or  propriety 
be  produced,  should  be  laid  before  the 
house,  in  order  that  the  whole  of  the  late 
transactions  on  the  continent  might  be 
fully  developed  and  laid  open  for  discussion. 
He  was  ready  to  admit  that  the  unfortunate 
issue  of  the  late  events  on  the  continent* 
that  that  unfortunate  transaction  which  put 
a  period  to  the  hopes  derived  from  the  em- 
ployment of  vast  resources,  demanded  in- 
vestigation ;  but  he  was  equally  ready  to 
declare  that  his  majesty's  ministers  did  not 
shrink  from  the  discussion,  that  they  wish- 
ed to  meet  it  fairly  and  fully  in  every  part* 
It  was  still  more  his  anxious  wish  that  the 
discussion  might  take  place,  in  order  that 
the  character  of  that  illustrious  statesman, 
that  earnest  and  anxious  patriot,  whose  loss 
they  all  deeply  deplored,  might  be  fully 
cleared,  as  it  undoubtedly  would  be,  from 
any  imputation  arising  from  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  late  unfortunate  events  on  the 
continent.  He  was  fully  convinced,  that 
the  result  of  such  a  discussion  would  he 
a  thorough  justification  of  the  plans  of  bis 
majesty's  ministers,  and  a  complete  refuta- 
tion of  every  attack  made  upon  that  illustri- 
ous statesman,  in  consequence  of  the  unfc*« 
tunate  issue  of  a  well-concerted  plan.  He 
should  decline  entering  into  any  farther 
discussion  of  the  subject  at  present ;  when, 
the  papers  *ere  printed,  a  dajr«weukl  pso- 
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feably  be  fixed  for  the  investigation  of  the 
subject,  when  be  should  enter  at  large  into 
its  consideration*  The  papers  were  then 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  duke  of 
Norfolk  urged  the  necessity  of  their  being 
printed.  Lord  Hawkesbury  replied,  that 
being  laid  before  the  house  by  his  majesty's 
command,  they  would  be  priuted  by  the 
king's  order. 

| Vote  o*  Thanks  to  the  Navy:] 
Lord  Hawkesbury  rose,  pursuant  to  notice, 
to  move  the  thanks  of  the  house  to  vice- 
admiral  lord  Collingwood,  and  the  officers 
and  men  under  his  command,  for  their 
conduct  in  the  action,  and  achieving  the 
glorious  victory  off  Trafalgar,  on  the  21st 
of  October  last.  In  stating  the  grounds  on 
which  that  motion  proceeded,  respecting 
which,  he  felt  confident,  there  would  be  no 
difference  of  opinion  in  that  house,  he  be- 
lieved it  would  not  be  deemed  irrelevant 
.in  him,  before  he  proceeded  farther,  to  en- 
deavour to  pay  that  tribute  of  applause, 
which  they  all  must  feel  was  due  to1  that 
great  and  illustrious  commander,  under 
whose  auspices  that  signal  and  glorious 
victory  was  achieved,  whom  it  was  the  mis- 
fortune of  the  country  to  lose  in  the  mo- 
ment of  victory ;  but  a  consummation,  so 
■glorious  to  himself,  incontrovertibly  estab- 
lished his  claim  to  the  meed  of  immortal 
honour.  That,  however,  was  not  the  sole 
misfortune  the  country  had  recently  expe- 
rienced. She  had  the  misfortune,  within 
a  few  months,  to  lose  two  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished military  and  political  characters 
that  ever  graced  her  annals,  at  an  early, 
and  about  the  same  period  of  their  re- 
spective lives ;  under  circumstances,  and  at 
a  time,  when  all  the  abilities,  vigour,  ta- 
lent, and  energy  of  the  country,  was  requi- 
site for  her  preservation.  lie  felt,  that 
part  of  what  he  now  alluded  to,  was  fo- 
reign from  the  subject  he  had  regularly  to 
observe  upon,  but  so  much  more  strongly 
the  occasion  which  suggested  it,  that  he 
could  not  repress  its  expression.  His  lord- 
ship proceeded  to  expatiate  upon  the  cha- 
racter of  the  other  illustrious  individual, 
who  was  the  subject  of  his  recent  general 
panegyric.  The  whole  life  of  that  great 
otfcer,  he  observed,  was  devoted  to  the 
service  of  his  country;  and  never  did  there 
.exist  a  person  more  fully  and  variously 
qualified  effectually  to  forward  that  service, 
•than  the  noble  and  gallant  viscount,  to 
-whom  he  alluded.  In  contemplating  his 
professional  character,  it  was.  impossible  to 
l*fraia  from  adverting  to  the  merits  of  those 


who  had  the  opportunity  of  improving  t! 
talents,  and  directing  that  spirit  of  ei 
prise  and  intrepidity  which  displayed  i 
in  his  earlier  years.     On  this  head,  n 
credit  was  due  to  sir  Peter  Parker,  to 
Hood,  to  earl  St.  Vincent,  and  other 
tinguished  officers,  to  whom  such  oppt 
nities  were  afforded.    To  these,  for  I 
early  distinguishing,  and  calling  into  ac 
the  important  qualifications,  with  w 
the  late  gallant  viscount  was  so  emiul 
endowed,  much  praise  was  due;  and  s< 
it  might  be  said,  those  distinguished  offi 
in  the  first  instance,  contributed  their] 
to  the  glorious  and  important  servia 
subsequently  rendered.     It  was  rfot,  ; 
ever,  to  these  great  and  pre-eminent  c 
derations,  of  the4mportant  victorieso 
Nile,  Copenhagen,  and  Trafalgar,  that 
lordships  were  alone  to  look  fdr  the  no 
and  perfections  of  that  gallant  officer1 
various  occasions,  even  in  the  earliest 
of  his  professional  life,  they  were  emhv 
to  be  found.     His  various  cervices, 
subordinate  officer,  while  on  the  Met 
ranean  station,  were,  in  that  point  of  ^ 
particularly  to  be  regarded.     In  tbat< 
ter,  not  only  his  zeal  and  intrepidity 
repeatedly  manifested,  but  his  talenti 
professional  skill,  .and  in  a  way  whicJ 
unequalled  by  any  other  officer  in  sii 
circumstances !  and  the  same  superio 
play  of  talent  and  enterprise  was  unifc 
exhibited  by  him  on  every  occasion  o 
parate  command.     When  his  majesty 
first  pleased  to  order  a  specific  remu 
tion  for  his  services,  on  the  formal  n 
sentation  thereof,  which,  on  his  pari 
came  necessary  on  such  an  occasion, 
illustrious  officer  had  truly  set  forth, 
he  was  concerned  in  the  capture  of 
ships  of  the  line,  ten  frigates,  and  a 
ber  of  smaller  armed  vessels;  that  h 
been  one  hundred  and  twenty  times 
tion  with  his  majesty's  enemies,  th 
had  lost  one  of  his  limbs,  and  one  ( 
eyes.     These  were  among  the  servi* 
his  early  life,  when  he  was  yet  con 
tively  unknown  to  the  country  as  a  c 
guished  commander,  and  previous  to 
glorious  and  immortal  victories  whicr. 
uised  his  fame  to  all  posterity.     0 
these  'more  important  occasions,  fori 
extensive  command  and  proportions 
sponsibility  were  attached,  his  powei 
exertions  appeared  to  grow  and  to  inc 
in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  ao 
portance  of  the  service  on  which  h 
employed.— The  lata  glorious  aetk 
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Twulgv,  the  circumstances  of  which  were 
m  trrcnt  and  so   fresh  in  all  their  1 
A*!*  niods,  it  was  needless  to  expatiate 
*;  taffies  it  to  Hay,  that  m  extensive 

it  eouseepjences,  it  exceeded  every 
ti|  of  the  kind  thai  graced  [lie  annals  of 
U*  country.  That  glorious  victory  bore 
be  aim.-  proportion  in  its  magnitude,  bril- 
hprr,  and  important  consequences,  to  the 
KterciBcnt  at  Copenhagen,  that  the  latter 
id  to  the  previously  unparalleled  victory 
o  -it  Kile,  uid  which,  iu  fact,  that  victory 
.  .  ;■;  all  those  respects,  to  every  otlit-i 
preceded  it.  It  Mtptnad  as  if  the  ener 
Ba of  his  iniud,  and  the  powers  of  his 
it  expanded,  and  progressively 
,on  the  respective  occasions  of  those 
£nxi!  victories,  and  in  each  of  tbeiu  he 
i  to  surpass  what  he  had  exhibited 
foregoing  instance.  The  superior 
possessed  by  the  gallant  ad- 
weic  not  to  be  considered  alone  a: 
Rg  through  himself;  his  exanipli 
■a  influence  pervaded  ail  those  v.  bo  wen 
'  under  him  in  command  ;  his  menu 
not  confined  to  that  glorious  energy 
tyed  in  the  heat  of  action ; 
and  discrimination  of  bis  n 
pre-eminent  trait  in  his  character; 
titude  to  make  the  most  of  everv 


I  of  l 


andu 


id,  was  manifested 
litu!  and  important 
These,  however, 
ug  the  whole  of  hi; 
breast  burned  «uh 
love  ot  glory, 


adeotsd  presence  of  m 
■  ii!  conduct  in  thee; 
«r  it  Copenhagen. 
t  far  from  constitul 
Wuasan  officer;  hi: 
i*are,  a  noble,  a  geo< 
Mi  was  the  main  spring  of  all  Ins  he 
■eschons  ;  and  he  had  the  faculty  of  rift 
feeing  all  those  around  him  with  a  similn 
•JBusiasm.  No  marks  ol  ferocity  ot  cruel- 
b.  shich  so   often  stained   the  laurels  ol 

ful  victories,  ever  dimmed  the  h 
•tie  achievements;  but  humanity  and 
>wr»cre  the  characteristics  of  his  glo- 
Mi  cunduct  after  the  hour  of  victory. 
Ih  conduct  in  private  life  was  equally  ad- 
able  with  that  which  he  uniformly  ma- 
Med  in  his  professional  career.  All  the 
tats  which  could  adorn  human  nature, 
I*  to  be  found  in  the  illustrious  Nelson, 
k  ittribute  of  mercy  was  what  most 
»Uy  distinguished  him.  In  the  lau- 
!"tjt.Di  the  poet,  it  was  not  his  wish  to 

*K»d»  uwough  slaujiitfr  (o  a  throne, 
"Ursk**  tfcw  g««s  of  lnciey  en  maokititl." 

k*»  impossible  the  glorious  example  of 


cut  effect  on  the  character  of  others.  In 
this  way  was  to  be  considered  the  conduct 
of  many  of  those  who  were  placed  under 
his  command.  The  high  opinion  which 
the  gallant  lord  expressed  for  that  merito- 
rious officer,  whose  conduct  was  more  re- 
gularly the  subject  of  consideration  that 
night,  was-  equally  creditable  to  both.  On 
Heaving  this  country,  he  expressed  his  sa- 
tisfaction at  the  appointment  of  the  noble  . 
Collingwnod  to  the  command;  and  his  pur- 
feet  confidence  in  his  skill,  talents  and  exer- 
tions, lie  then  proceeded  tocomment  on  the 
gallant  and  meritorious  conductof  lord  Col- 
lingwood,  in  the  action  off  Trafalgar,  and 
of  which  many  of.  the  most  skilful  of  the 
profession  spoke  hi  terms  of  unqualified 
applause.  The  first  motion  which  he  had 
to  submit  to  their  lordships  was,  for  the 
thanks  of  the  house  to  vice-admiral  lord 
Cullingwood  ;  the  second  was  for  the  like 
to  rear-admiral  the  earl  of  Northesk ;  and, 
lastly,  to  the  subordinate  officers  and  sea- 
men under  their  command;  and,  if  ever 
skill  and  bravery  were  manifested  by  Bri- 
tish officers  and  seamen,  on  any  one  occa- 
sion more  than  another,  it  was  iu  the  ac- 
tion off  Trafalgar.  Of  jhis  splendid  and 
important  victory,  there  was  one  prominent 
circumstance  to  be  considered ;  namely,  the 
great  inequality  of  the  contending  fleets.  He 
had  to  apologise  to  thcil  lurdships.forhaving 
detained  them  rather  lunger  than  was  usual 
on  such  instances,  but  the  proportionally 
greater  magnitude  and  importance  of  the 
particular  occasion,  he  trusted,  would  plead 
his  excuse,  lie  then  moved,  "  That  the 
thanks  of  this  (loose  be  given  to  vice-admi- 
ral lord  Cullingwood,  lot  hi«  very  gallant 
am)  meritorious  conduct  in  llie  command 
ol  the  fleet  under  the  late  admiral  lord 
vtscoonC  Kelson,  in  the  action  off  Cape 
Trafalgar,  on  the  ilst  ol"  October  last,  and 
that  the  lord  Chancellor  do  communicate 
the  said  thanks  to  his  lordship." 

The  Duke  of  Oarma  stated,  that  he 
did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  proposing 
an  amendment,  or  creating  a  difference  of 
opinion  respecting  the  resolution  which  the. 
noble  secretary  of  state  had  introduced, 
with  a  degree  of  eloquence  and  feeling 
which  claimed  his  particular  thanks.  He 
had,  however,  prepared  some  words,  which 
alter  a  few  observations,  he  would  read  to 
the  house,  and  their  lordships  would  adopt 
them,  if  they  thought  proper.  H.  R.  H. 
then  went  into  the  details  of  the  profes- 
sional life  of  lord  Nelson,  during  the  23 
years  he  had  tlie  honour,  of  being  acquaint- 
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*d  with  him.  He  stated,  that  one  of  the  fas  well  as  of  the  earl  of  Xorthesk,  tmd 
most  excellent  features  in  the  character  of  very  many  captains  1  have  a  high  ret 
his  late  gallant  friend,  was  that  devout 
tense  of  religion  which  he  preserved  in 
every  situation  of  hrs  life*  As  a  proof  of 
what  be  had  mentioned,  he  would  read, 
with  permission  of  the  house,  the  last  lines 
which  lord  Nelson  had  written.  So  com- 
posed was  he,  that  when  the  fleet  was  ad- 
vancing to  force  the  enemy's  line,  and  be- 
fore the  firing  began,  which  did  not  com- 
mence until  after  the  line  had  been  broken, 
he  sat  down  and  wrote  what  he  should  now 
lead.  The  illustrious  duke  then  read  a 
prayer,  the  fiwt  sentence  of  which  was  to 
the  following  purport :  "May  Almighty 
God,  whom  I  worship  with  all  my  heart, 
for  the  sake  of  my  country  and  of  all  Eu- 
rope, grant  me  a  glorious  victory !"  The 
last  sentence  expressed  his  determination 
wot  to  forget  **  the  duties  of  humanity ;"  and 
tine  prayer  concluded  with  "  amen,  amen, 
amen/'  »H.  R.  H.  then  read  the  form  of 
words  in  which  he  wished  the  resolution 
should  be  couched ;  differing  but  little  from 
that  moved  by  lord  Hawkesbury,  except 
that  it  conveyed  the  thanks  of  the  house 
lo  lord  €ollmgwftf>d,  for  "  his  decision  in 
destroying  the  ships  which  had  been  cap- 
toted/'  H«  R.  H.  did  not  think  such  an 
amendment  unusual ;  a  similar  one,  he 
imagmed  had  been  moved,  when  a  noble 
lord' Bear  him  (earl  Spencer)  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Amiralty. 

Earl  Spencer  said,  he  did  not  recollect 
Any  saeh  amendment.  He  was  glad  that 
what  fell  fr6m  the  royal  duke,  prevented 
hie  giving  a  silent  vote  upon  a  subject  of 
swell  importance,  and  on  which  he  felt  so 
deeply.  ,  He  folly  agreed  with  Overy  thing 
that  tell  from  the  noble  secretary  of  state ; 
hut  tboogh  the  country  had  to  lament  the 
tees  of  lord  Nelson,  yet  he  trusted  his  glo- 
rious example  would  inspire  the  breasts  of 
other  commanders,  in  every  particular,  to 
gmfelate  tins  admirable  conduct. 

Lord  Htiarkesbury  thought  it  unusual  to 
word  such  motions  so  minutely,  which  it 
wus  the  usage  of  parliament  to  express  in 
the  most  general  terms.  He  should, 
however,  willingly  adopt  the  sphit  of  that 
p«rt  of  the  amendment  which  recognised 
fhe  services  performed  by  lord  Colting- 
•wood,  after  the  battle  of  Trafalgar. 

hbri Hoed  rose  and  spoke  as  follows; 
I  cannot  refrain  from  troubling  your  lord- 
ships with  a  few  words,  from  the  very  high 

©pinion  1  have  long  entertained  of  that  ties  inherent  in  his  character,  that 
truly  raeritorioes  emcer  ietd  CoB»gwfcod,i|  spired  all  around  him-  with  the  sun 


for,  that  bore  so  conspicuous  a  part  ifl 
glorious  and  unparalleled  victory  of %' 
lalgar ;  and  I  will  venture  to  presage^ 
the  noble  lord  now  in  the  commairi 
his  majesty's  fleet  in  the  Mediterrad 
wants  only  an  opportunity  to  prove  I 
self  auother  Nelson,  in  judgment  as 
as  valour.     No  one  is  better  able  to  ' 
mate  the  transcendent  met  it  of  thi 
viscount  Nelson  than  I  am,  as  it  was 
good'  fortune  to  '  have  his  lordship  t 
years  under  my  command,  with  oppi 
nities  of  placing  him  in  situations  that 
full  scope  for  the  exercise  of  that 
judgment,  and  bravery,  I  well  knew  I 
inherent  in  him ;  therefore,  whatever  I 
to  perpetuate  to  the  latest  posterity 
great  and  brilliant  services  of  my  latei 
lamented,  and  truly  respected  frieody 
have  my  most  cordial  approbation;  si 
give  it,  is  highly  gratifying  to  my  feei 
After  what  has  been  so  very  ably,  a 
and  justly  expressed  by  the  noble  m 
it  would  ill  become  nie  to  trespass  V 
on  your  lordships'  indulgence. 

Lord  Sidmouth  said,  he  could  not' 
tent  himself  with  giving  a  silent  vol* 
the  motion  before  their  lordships, 
events  of  the  last  summer  were  amdi 
most  brilliant  achievements  which  wi 
be  found  in  the  naval  annals  of  Enj 
There  was  not  one  of  those  actions  ' 
was  not  entitled  to  distinct  praise ;  bt 
victory  of  Trafalgar   stood  proudly 
eminent,   and  eclipsed    the   glory 
would  otherwise  have  encircled  them 
should  consider  it  as  one  of  the  ha 
circumstances  of  his  life  that  he  bad 
connected  in  administration  with  a 
earl  (St.  Vincent),  to  whose  judgnu 
selection  of  lord  Nelson  for  the  con 
in  the  Mediterranean  was  to  be  attri 
Of  the  zeal  and  distinguished  tale 
that  great  commander  be  had  occat 
judge,  and  the  result  of  his  judgmei 
that  no  officer  was  ever  better  qualkf 
the  important  enterprizes  which  hsj 
committed  to  him.    He  had  left  I 
him  a  name  which  would  ever  exist 
memory  of  his  countrymen.    The  t 
which  his  glorious  bat  lamented  del 
excited,  «even  smothered  and  sup] 
the  exultation  which  would  otherwh 
followed  the  great  event  that  nai 
sioned  it.    It  was  one  of  the  {rent 
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lant  enthusiasm  and  ardent  zeal  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country  which  he  felt  himself. 
In  the  prime  of  his  life*  in  the  blaze  of  his 
fame,  he  had  fallen*  His  death  had  made  an 
iudelibleand  lasting  impression  on  the  hearts 
of  his  countrymen,  but  it  had  this  of  conse- 
lation  in  it,  that li  left  a  glowing  example 
to  future  times.  With  the  highest  opinion 
of  the  conduct  of  lord  Collingwood  in 
the  late  action,  for  which  no  praise  could 
be  too  great,  he  wished  the  illustrious 
duke  would  not  insist  upon  the  amendment 
which  he  had  read.  He  thought  it  advise- 
ahle,  upon  such  occasions,  to  adhere  as 
closely  as  possible  to  former  precedents. 

Lord  Hawkcsbury  observed,  with  respect 
to  the  latter  part  of  the  royal  duke's  a- 
mendment,  the  insertion  of  the  words 
"  and  for  his  conduct  after  the  action," 
would  be  totally  unobjectionable,  and  ge- 
nerally met  his  royal  highness's  idea.  The 
words  were,  therefore,  ordered  to  be  in. 
serted ;  and  the  motion,  so  amended,  was 
agreed  to,  nem.  diss.— His  lordship  then 
proposed  the  thanks  of  the  house  to  rear- 
admiral  the  earl  of  Northesk,  for  his  con- 
duct in  the  said  action,  and  to  the  several 
captains  and  subordinate  officers  in  the 
fleet.  A  short  conversation  here  took 
place  between  the  duke  of  Clarence,  the 
lord  chancellor,  and  the  noble  secretary  of 
state,  chiefly  on  the  most  regular  form  of 
coaching  the  motions :  II.  R.  H.  thinking 
the  thanks  to  rear-admiral  the  earl  of 
Northesk  ought  to  be  the  subject  of  a  sepa- 
rate motion.  At  length  the  propriety  of  this 
observation  seemed  to  be  admitted,  and 
the  motion  was  divided  accordingly.  The 
thanks  of  the  house  to  the  petty  officers 
and  seamen,  and  to  the  royal  marines,  fol- 
lowed, and  were  voted  with  equal  unani. 
laity.  The  thanks  of  the  bouse  were  then 
noved  also  to  rear-admiral  sir  Richard 
Strachan,  for  his  gallant  and  meritorious 
conduct,  in  the  capture  of  a  squadron  of 
the  enemy,  &c.  aud  afterwards  to  the  of- 
ficers and  seamen  under  bis  command. 

Tfce  Duke  of  Clarence  took  the  oppor- 
tunity to  express  his  very  high  approbation 
of  the  character  and  professional  conduct 
ef  the  gallant  officer  in  question,  particu- 
larly oa  the  important  occasion  which  gave 
lis*  to  the  present  motion. 
•  TO0  Duke  of  Norfolk  took  the  opportu- 
•jfeto  make  some  general  observations, 
'sf;  the -conduct  and  character  of 
other  officers,  who  were,  perhaps, 
of  the  praise  and  the  gra- 
of  their  country*  Ha  alluded  to 
Vol.  Vi; 


officers,-  who  were  employed  in  hard  and 
close  services,  watching  the  enemy  year 
after  year,  and  through  all  weathers ;  who 
tiisplayed  the  greatest  zeal  and  talents, 
aud  wanted  only  the  opportunity  to  signa- 
lize themselves,  perhaps  as  brilliantly  as 
those  who  were  more  fortunate.  Such, 
for  instance,  was  the  case  of  that  vete- 
ran deserving  officer,  admiral  Cornwallis. 
With  respect  also  to  sir  Robert  Calder,  he 
seemed  to  express  his  regret  at  what  had 
taken  place.  He  certainly,  with  an  infe- 
rior force,  had  obtained  a  decided  victory, 
and  made  captures.  He  meant  not  to  ar- 
raign the  decision  of  the  court  martial ; 
but,  after  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  that 
respectable  officer,  he  regretted  things  had 
so  turned  out,  as  that  he  could  not  be  in- 
cluded in  the  vote  of  thanks. 

The  Earl  of  St.  Vincent  said  a  few  words 
in  consequence  of  what  fell  from  the  noble- 
duke,  but  in  so  low  a  tone,  that  we  could 
scarcely  '  catch  a  word  from  him.  He 
seemed  to  express  his  sense  of  the  merits 
of  Sir  R.  Calder,  as  an  officer  5  but  to  be 
of  opinion,  that  the  topic  alluded  to,  with 
a  reference  to  the  good  of  his  Majesty's 
naval  service, .  should  not  be  made  matter 
of  parliamentary  discussion.— The  ques- 
tion was  then  put;  the  thanks  to  sir  R. 
Strachan,  &c.  were  voted  unanimously, 
and  the  lord  chancellor  was  desired  to 
communicate  them  in  the  usual  way. 

HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

Tueadai/t  January  28. 
[Naval  Adm  i  nistration  or  Earl  St. 
Vincent.]  Mr.  Jeffery>  iu  pursuance  of 
his  notice  of  yesterday,  called  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  the  order  of  the  22d  hist, 
for  the  printing  of  certain  papers,  relative 
to  earl  St.  Vincent,  which  it  was  his  wish 
should  be  discharged.  It  was  not  his  in- 
tention, however,  to  press  this  on  the 
house,  without  shewing  his  reasons  for 
such  a  proceeding,  which  he  trusted  would 
prove  as  satisfactory  to  the  house  as  they 
appeared  forcible  and  convincing  to  his  , 
mind.  In  the  first  place,  he  insisted  that 
the  sole  design  of  producing  those  papers 
was  to  gain  time.  From  the  commence- 
ment of  this  business  to  the  present  mo- 
ment; procrastination  seemed  to  have  been 
the  great  object  of  lord  St.  Vincent  and 
his  friends.  He  could  afford  no  better 
proof  of  this  than  by  referring,  to  those  vo- 
luminous papers,  that  had  been  laid  on  the 
table,  from  time  to  time,  and  of  which,  by 
far  the  greater  part  bor*  not  the  most  dis^ 
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tant  relevancy  to  the  matters  in  question. 
The  expedient  of  printing  those  papers, 
which  nobody  he  was  sure  would  read,  was 
another  additional  support  to  this  procras- 
tinating system,  to  which  he  wished  a  stop 
to  be  put  as  speedily  as  possible.      He 
would  assure  the  friends  of  the  noble  lord, 
in  the  mean  time,  that  no  procrastination 
on  their  part  should  shake  his  determina- 
tion of  persevering  in  the  course  he  had 
begun.     Whatever  should  be  the  situation 
of  parties,    whatever  new  administration 
should  be  formed,  whatever  changes  should 
take  place  in  his  majesty's  government,  he 
would  abide  by  those  charges  he  ,bad  ori- 
ginally brought  forward,  and  persist  in  re- 
garding it  as  one  of  his  highest  parliamen- 
tary duties  to  substantiate  and  prosecute 
them.     He  had  charged  lord  St.  Vincent 
with  a  criminal  neglect  of  duty  in  the  high 
official  situations  he  had  held,    and  parti- 
cularly in  his  post  at  the  admiralty;  and  no 
delay  that  might  be  contrived,  no  obstacle 
that  might  be  thrown  in  his  way  from  any 
quarter  would  relax  his  exertions  in  mak- 
ing good  this  charge.     But  he  was  anxious 
that  this  should  be  done  as  speedily  and 
with  as  little  expence  as  possible.     If  the 
house,  therefore,  should  concur  with  him 
in  bis  motion  of  rescinding  the  order  for 
printing  those  papers,,  it  was  his  intention' 
to  follow  up  this  motion  with  another  for 
referring  them  to  a  select  committee,  to 
examine  what   papers  really  ought  to  be 
printed,  and  to  reject  the  'rest  that  had  no 
relation  to  the  question,  as  useless  and  cum- 
bersome.  The  printing  of  such  voluminous 
papers  would  only  create  enormous  expen- 
ces,  while  such  as  were  relevant  would  be 
lost  amid  the  great  mass  of  matter,  and 
from  their  ponderous  size,  would  be  use- 
less to  the  house*     It  was  far  from  being 
his  wish,  at  the  same  time*  to  piress  this 
matter  on.  the  house  in  such  a  way,  as  to 
prevent  the  noble  lord  or  his  friends,  from 
making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  his 
exculpation.    He  protested  to  the  house 
that  he  was  actuated  by  the  purest  motives 
in  bringing  forward   the  charges  he  had 
done,  and  from  no  personal  animosity  to 
that  uobie  lprd.     His  public  duty  was  the 
only  imperious  voice  which  in  this  proceed- 
ing he  obeyed ;   a  voice  .which  he  thought 
every  member  in  that  house  ought  to  obey, 
and  a  duty  which  every  member  ought  to 
feel.     He  was  fulfilling  a  duty.:which  was 
equally  incumbent  on  every  man  in  that 
h,ouse. 

fyjj.  Tlerney  her*  culled  the  hon.  gent. 


to  order.  He  was  departing  he  th<y 
from  the  forms  necessary  to  he  obse 
in  submitting  motions  to  their  consici 
tion,  and  entering  into  a  field  not  '4 
connected  with  the  professed  oty'ect  ol 
motion. 

The  Speaker,  was  of  opinion  thai 
hon.  member  was  at  perfect  libert: 
assign  reasons  for  his  motion,  and  so 
as  he  con  lined  himself  to  that  ol 
thought  lie  was  perfectly  in  order. 

Mr.  Jefery  then  continued,  and  ins 
that  at  a  time  whenourgreat  nations 
terests  were  so  much  at  stake,  it  wa 
duty  of  every  man  to  watch  with  parti 
care  over  the  interests  of  that  depart 
of  the  public  service  on  which  our  t 
as  well  as  glory  depended.     He   die 
wish  to  giveoft^nce  to  any  member! 
did   he   think  it  necessary  to  exten 
explanation  ;  but  he  must  repeat  his  : 
resolution    to    bring   forward   his  c!) 
under  any  circumstances,  and  undel 
set   of  men,   for  he  »had  such  proi 
would  not  ouly  justify  him  in  the '4 
everv   reasonable    man,    but   would 
condemn  the  noble  lord.     It  had  beei 
on  the  part  of  the  noble  lord,  at  an 
period  of  this  business,  that  in  on 
justify   his   conduct   against   the    cl 
alledged  against  him.,  such  papers  ' 
be  necessary  as,  he  was  afraid,  wot 
too  voluminous  for  the  perusal  of  the) 
aud  that  were  not  likely 9  many  of 
to   be   got   from   the   public   office* 
could  not  help  considering  this  at  fn 
troduced  as  for  the  purpose  of  delaj 
any  rate  this  was  the  very  opinion  \ 
at  present  labouring  to  establish.     I 
stacle   had  been  offered  to  the  prod 
of  those  papers ;  but  they  really  m 
so  voluminous  a  nature  as  would 
great  delay  by  their  being   printed 
when  printed,  he  was  certain  woii' 
be  read  by  the  house.     The  hon.  m 
concluded    by    moving    that   the 
should  not  be  printed,  and  that  tht 
for  that  purpose  be  discharged.    Thl 
being  accordingly   read,  and  the  qi 
being  put  from  the  chair,  that  so  m 
the  said  order  as  relates  to  the  print 
the  papers  be  discharged, 

Admiral  Markham  rose,  and  said 
when  the  hon.  gent,  first  brought  ol 
charges  against  the  noble  earl,  he  I 
pressly  stated  that  he  should  not  I 
eluded  from  moving  for  such  pap 
might  be  thought  necessary,  to  bii 
ship's  defencer  aud  that  this  prop 
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M  oew  Bccedcd  to  by  the  late  ri^lit  hon 

eaxtllor  of  the   exchequer,  so  much  st 

Mcni,  that  only  one  paper  had  been  ob- 

■fci  to,  the  production  uf  which,  it  had 

wa  iuted,    would    prove   prejudicial   to 

fettrtuc,  by   giving   the  enemy  informa- 

tK  atucrt  it  was  the  interest  of  this  couo- 

■  Uhbold.    Were  any  objection  really 

ttwuttile   to  the  printing  of  thope  paper? 

Kilt  ground  oi'  making  them  public,  and 

if  .Ik*   means    embarrassing   the     public 

■neh  objections  ought  to  originate 

wi  the   lords   of  the,  admiralty,   and 

tin-  hon.  member,    who   had  not 

a  ot    knowing    those 

aigbt  render  such  an  objection   pro- 

But   uo    cucb    objections   had    been 

Baby  the    lords  of  the  admiralty,  nor 

W  Ike  hon.   gent,   himself  attempted   to 

any    such    plea.       It  appeared, 

•fctti.  au    extraordinary    proceeding   to 

W  on   the   part    of   the  boo.  gent.,   that 

.-...:':;!  charges  against  the  noble 

•rt  (if  jo  serious   a  nature,  and  in  a  lan- 

seurrilous  and  indecent,  be  should 

to  ihut  out  the  light  and  prevent 

to  that  information  on  which  the  uo- 

■l  depended  for  his  vindication.   "  In 

f  what  has  dropped   (mm  the 

said    the   lion,   admiral,   "  he 

that  I  had   said,   at   the  ram- 


r  be  absurd  euoug 
mtrary,  be  had  sta 
!  that  would  be  wat 
■*l*tnjt  be  produced.  With  re 
*»tw>k,  called  Doomsday  book 
■ajteied  some  doubts  if  it  c 
Wicomi.ig,  and    believed   it  was 

*»  waiter  he  had  moved  for 

*■>  regularly  kept  up    during  lord  St. 

■  •teat's  administration,  and  would  have 

•**  <<t  very  material  consequence  in   his 

Mfionon.      Of    the    papers,    continued 

haa.  member,  which  had  been  moved 

■d  produced,   thrre  was  not  one  that 

s»t absolutely  necessary.      lie  wished 

j*BJ  oim;  of   them    to    be    made   public. 

pipers  required  only  to  be   known, 

the  wanton  scurrility  of  the  hon, 

)  accumulated  weight  on  his  own 

So  determined  was   he   to  adhere 

order  of  the  bouse  already   made, 

««*««)■  did  he  ftol  the  publication 

•  ptpt:r*,  that  if  the  hon.  member 


uld    be 

among 


did  not  withdraw  his  motion,  he  would 
certainly  take  the  sense  of  the  house  on  the 
question.  He  added  also,  that  he  would 
not  be  deterred  on  any  account  from  cal- 
ling for  any  farther  papers  that  should  ap- 
pear necessary,  notwithstanding  the  charge 
of  procrastination  brought  against  him 
with  so  little  reason.  There  were  indeed 
mure  papers  which  he  was  likely  to  call 
for,  and  which  might  be  produced  in  the 
course  of  two  days.  This  was  no  trifling 
question;  it  involved  the  very  existence 
of  ihis  country,  bearing  so  near  a  relation 
as  it  did  to  the  best  menus  of  its  defence., 
It  involved  the  naval  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, and  therefore  he  wished  that  full  and 
ample  enquiry  should  be  made,  not  only 
for  the  sake  of  tlie  noble  lord  whose  cha- 

;r  was  at  stake,  but  also  for  the  bene- 

f  the  public  service,  and  the  good  of 

community  at  large.     At  the  same 
he  could  not  help  observing  that,  m 
his  opinion,  the    hou.  gent,  would  have 

:  better  to  have  deferred  this  motion 
till   another  time,  and  have  allowed  the 

atiou  of  a  new  administration  to  have 
been  completed  before  starting  a  subject 
of  this  nature. 

Mr.  Peter  Mnore  had  witnessed  many 
extraordinary  things  in  his  duv,  but  this 
is  the  most  extraordinary  proceeding  he 
d  ever  known.  The  hon.  gent,  not  sa- 
tisfied with  repeating  his  accusation  against 
lord  St.  Vincent,  had  accused  the  whole 
bouse  of  commons,  by  saying,  that  they 
would  not  have  patience  to  read  the  im- 
portant papers  before  them.  The  abstract 
of  the  hou.  gent. "a  argument  was  simply 
this  :  "  You  shall  attend  to  all  the  charges 
that  1  may  from  tune  to  lime  throw  out 
*  .ist  the  noble   lord,  hut  you  shall  not 

i  to  a  word  of  his  defence  :  you  shall 

even  permit  him  to  submit  it  to  the 
bouse,  but  refer  it  in  the  most  private 
manner  to  a  committee."  What  reason 
the  hon,  member  had   to  think   gentlemen 

Id  not  read  tln\-e  papers  when  printed, 
he   knew   not,    but  certain  be  was  it   was 

■  duty  to  do  so,  and  certain  be  was 
it  was  his  intention  to  read  them,  as 
he  had  done  such  as  had  been  already 
produced,  and  must  say  that  he  saw  no 
colourable  pretext  whatever  lor  llie  charges 
alledged,  and  would  therefore  advise  the 

,  gent,  to  iirike  the  amende  J/uiornblt, 
and  retire  with  the  beat  grace  lie  could. 

The  Attorney  General  considered  the 
question    before   the   house   to  be  of  vt-r) 

liderabk'  importance  ;  and  if-auy  wi€ 
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thing  was  of  more  importance  than  another 
it  was  certainly  the  order  of  proceeding 
on  this  subject.  However  voluminous 
these  papers  might  be,  therefore,  he  would 
have  them  printed,  as  being  the  most  re- 
gular and  candid  mode  of  proceeding ;  and 
therefore  advised  the  hon.  gent,  to  with- 
draw his  motion,  particularly  as  he  did 
not  conceive  that  there  existed  at  this 
time  any  cause  that  should  preclude  their 
being  printed. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Best  could  not  allow  the 
hon.  mover  to  withdraw  his  proposition 
without    offering  some   remarks    on    the 
manner  in  which   he   had    supported   it. 
The  substance  of  what  the  hon.  gent,  had 
advanced  was,  that  he   should  have  all 
the  papers  lie  wished  for  on  his  side,  but 
he  will  only  permit  you  to  have  such  as 
may  be  agreeable  to  him,  and  not  what  on 
your  part  you  may  think  necessary  to  meet 
his  charges.       I   cannot  agree,  said  the 
learned  member,  that   this  investigation 
in  any  shape  should  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mi t tee.     What !    After  charges  of  so  gross 
a  nature,  and  conveyed  in  language,  that, 
to  say  the  best  of  it,  might  have  better 
been  omitted,  shall  you  say  that  the  papers 
on  which  the  refutation  of  those  allega- 
tions so  materially  depends,  shall  not  be 
printed  ?    Ought  not  the  vindication  to  be 
as  public  as  the  charges?    The   wisdom 
and  the  justice  of  the  house  required  it, 
and  he  was  only  surprised  that  a  contrary 
proposition  should  have  been  for  a  moment 
entertained.     The  house  might  easily  see, 
from  the  spirit  in  which  the  motion  had 
been  made,  that  it  was  unworthy  of  being 
entertained.     He  never,  for  his  own  part, 
had'  seen  the  papers,  but  he  certainly  had 
no  doubt,  from  the  testimony  of  the  hon. 
gent,  behind  him  (admiral  Mark  ham)  that 
they  were  necessary  to  the  vindication  of 
the  noble    lord,    and   would    sufficiently 
answer  that  purpose.      As  a  proof  how 
ready  the  hon.  gent,  was  to  make  charges 
without  consideration,  he  had  only  to  refer 
to  the  charge  he  had  just  made  of  procras- 
tination, against  the   house    itself.      He 
would  ask  if  it  was  the  intention  of  this 
house  to  procrastinate  when  they  ordered 
those  papers  to  be  printed  ?   This  certainly 
was  not  an  auxiliary  step  to  the  procrasti- 
nation complained  of  by  the  non.  gent. 

Sir  W.  Milner  observed,  that  the  noble 
earl  who  was  the  subject  of  debate,  had 
for  iiia  services  been  favoured  with  the 
freedom  of  the  city  of  York  which  he 
bad  the  honour    to  represent,,  and   his 


constituents  would  have  a  right  to  < 
plain,  if  he  tacitly  submitted  to  sm 
proceeeing,  as  had  been  proposed  by 
hon.  gent. 

Mr.  Jeff  cry  again  rising,  said  that  tl 
was    not   a  single    paper    that  couN 
brought  forward  that  would  vindicate 
noble  lord  that  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
on   the  table  ;  but  maintained,  that  j 
procrastination  had  taken  place  lastsci 
on  this  question.     More  papers  it  appc 
were  still   wanting*  and  a  book  mut 
also  had  which  nobody  knew  of  but, 
hon.  member  himself.    He  again  pie 
himself,  in  the  most  pointed  terms* 
only  to  bring  forward  the  charges  he 
made  against  lord  St,  Vincent  whei 
office,    but    to   substantiate  them   to 
satisfaction  of  the  house.     Tlie  paperj 
fore  the  house  lie  maintained  were  if 
vant  to  the  subject.    The  noble  lord 
put  an  end  to  the  system  that  had  b* 
followed  ;  but  what  did  he  substitute  ii 
room  ?  The  noble  lord  had  declared  thi 
would  build  50  sail  of  the  line;  but  ha 
produced  40?  had  he  produced  30  ?  ha 
produced  20  ?  bad  he  produced  one  ft 

The  Speaker  here  interrupted  the 
member,  by  observing,  that  he  was  g 
too  far  beyond  the  bounds  assigned 
by  the  rules  of  the  house ;  and  tha 
felt  it  his  duty  to  confine  the  hon.  mei 
to  the  question. 

Sir  W.  Young  thought  it  a  new  mew 
proceeding,  to  judge  of  the  relevanc 
papers  before  the  question  came  to  bet 
The  person  competent  to  judge  of  th 
levancy  of  those  papers  was  not  the 
who  stood  forward  as  the  accuser,  bu 
person  who  was  accused;  and  it  won] 
time  enough  for  the  house  to  judge  of  i 
relevancy  when  they  should  be  printed 
come  before  the  house  in  a  regular  mai 
The  proceeding  of  the  hon.  membe 
considered  as  a  transgression  of  the  | 
ciples  of  natural  justice. 

Mr.  Tierney  regarded  the  aocusj 
brought  against  the  noble  lord,  of  pro 
tination,  as  a  gross  and  scandalous  ca 
ny.  The  hon.  gent,  seemed  so  confi 
in  his  own  abilities  as  not  only  to  think 
self  adequate  to  the  management  ol 
prosecution  in  this  arduous  case,  but 
also  anxious  to  have  the  direction  aa 
rangement  of  the  defence.  He  re 
mended  a  greater  degree  of  diffidenc 
the  hon.  gent,  and  advised  him  to  b 
tisfied  with  taking  the  lead  in  the  pi 
cution.    It  had  been  shrewdly,  suspe 
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Mr.  Jcfery  then,  begged  to  be  permitted 

to  say  a  single  word  respecting  the  charge 

bad  got  a  rap  over  the  fingers  in  that  de- J  brought  against  him  relative  to  his  motives 


lie  sard,  that  the  hon.  gent  bad  been  set 
on  in  this  busteeas  by  other  persons  who 


partmeot,  and  wished  perhaps  to  be  in 
good  company ;  and  nothing  could  serve 
is  a  greater  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  sus- 
picion, than  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
proceeded  in  this  matter.  He  would  ask 
the  hon.  gent,  how  he  came  to  know  what 
were  the  contents  of  those  papers?  He 
had  not  taken  the  trouble  of  reading  them 


in  originating  this  business.  He  was  rea- 
dy to  assure  ttie  house,  that  he  had  la* 
ken  it  up  without  premeditation  [a  laugh], 
and  in  consequence  of  no  previous  consul- 
tation with  any  person.  He  had  never 
read  any  of  the.  papers  in  office,  and  bad 
only  spoken  from  his  general  knowledge 
of  the  subject. 


had  been  laid  on  the  table,  and  how  could 
he  judge  of  their  relevancy  or  irrelevancy ? 
He  mast  have  seen  them  in  the  office  then, 
and  he  begged  leave  to  say  that  that  was 
seeing  them  scandalously  and  suspiciously. 
He  believed  the  papers  were  necessary 
to  the  defence-  The  charge  was  general, 
and  the  investigation  of  every  department 
therefore  that  at  all  related  to  the  duties  of 
the  noble  lord  when  in  office,  became 
in  some  degree  necessary.  That  papers 
therefore  had  been  introduced  relative  to 
the  shipwrights,  could  form  no  objection 
to  their  relevancy.  It  had  been  stated 
mat  the  noble  earl  had  abolished  the  old 
system  in  the  naval  department;  but  if 
that  system  was  a  bad  one,  it  could  form 
no  objection  to  his  lordship.  He  could 
assure  the  hon.  gent,  that  that  noble  lord 
was  much  obliged  to  him  for  bringing  this 
question  before  the  house  and  the  public. 
Instead  of  wishing  to  procrastinate,  he  was 
confident  that  the  sooner  the  investigation 
took  place,  it  would  the  more  speedily 
iUastrate  his  character.  He  only  wished 
that  that  investigation  should  be  a  fair  and 
fall  one,  and  not  garbled  and  partial,  as 
itemed  to  be  the  wish  of  the  hon.  mover. 
He  again  assured  the  hon.  gent,  that  there 
would  be  no  procrastination  of  the  noble 
earl,  and  requested  him  to  be  a  little  more 
sparing  of  his  invectives,  as  he  would  be 
beard  in  good  time.  He  again  repeated 
that  the  charge  of  procrastination  was  an 
unfounded  calumny* 

Mr*  Jeff  try  assured  gentlemen  that  no- 
thing would  give  bim  greater  satisfaction 
than  the  production  of  any  paper  that 
would  justify  the  noble  lord ;  but  the  pa- 
pen  in  Question  he  was  contending  were 
act  of  that  description,  when 

The  Speaker  again  interfered,  informing 
the  hon.  member,  that  if  he  apprehended 
►If  to  have  been  misconceived  in  any 
he  was  at  liberty  to  explain ;  but 
it  waa  a  transgression  of  order  to  pro- 
thejnere  limits  of  explanation.. 


ever,  volumtuous  as  they  were,  since  they     •    Mr.  W.  Dkkeasa*  juo.  corroborated 


this  testimony  so  far  as  related  to  the  ad- 
miralty, assuring  the  house,  that  the  hon* 
member  had  had  no  communication  with 
that  office. — The  hon.  gent,  was  then  per* 
mttted  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

[Coktim  EUf  a l  War.]  Lord  Castlereagk 
presented,  in  pursuance  of  his  majesty's 
command,  Copies  of  the  Treaties  en* 
tared  into  by  his  majesty  with  various 
powers  on  the  continent,  with  other  official 
papers  relative  to  that  subject ;  correct  co> 
pies  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  Appen- 
dix to  this  volume. — The  noble  lord  said 
be  wished  to  offer  a  few  observations  with 
regard  to  the  course  of  proceeding  on  the 
discussiou  of  these  important  papers,  and 
of  the  conduct  to  which  they  referred,  and 
also  of  the  nature  of  the  information  which 
parliament  might  wish  to  possess  on  the 
subject.  It  was  his  most  anxious  wish,  and 
the  most  anxious  wish  of  those  with  whom 
he  had  the  honour  to  act,  that  every  thing 
which  could  tend  to  elucidate  the  great 
transactions  on  the  continent  during  the 
last  six  months,  should  be  before  the 
house.  He  trusted  that  it  was  not  with 
vain  confidence  that  he  and  his  colleagues 
looked  to  a  result  of  the  investigation  ere. 
ditable  and  honourable  to  themselves.  But 
it  was  due  to  the  character  of  this  country, 
it  was  due  injustice  to  other  nations,  that 
some  disclosure  of  considerable  delicacy 
should  be  withheld.  It  would  therefore 
not  be  expedient  to  lay  on  the  table  all  the 
discussions  that  had  taken  place  with  the 
continental  powers  since  the  close  of  the 
year  180*.  In  any  situation  of  Europe 
the  complete  disclosure  of  these  discus* 
sions  would  be  unnecessary,  but  in  its 
present  situation,  it  would  be  peculiarly 
incompatible  with  the  interests  of  some  of 
those  powers  whom  we  ought  to  respect* 
For  himself,  he  regretted,  that  the  discus* 
sion  of  this  question  did  not,  in  some  de. 
gree,  take  place  on  the  first  night  of  the 
session,  as  it  would  have  clearly  pointed 
out  to  the  attention  of  ministers,  those 
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parts  of  these  important  transactions  which 
the  gentlemen  opposite  wished  particularly 
tbould  be  elucidated-  It  would  have  ser- 
ved as  a  land-mark  by  which  they  might 
have  shaped  their  communications.  That 
calamitous  event,  which  all  regretted,  had 
prevented  this  at  any  subsequent  period ; 
all  therefore  that  administration  could  do, 
wa«  to  follow  the  course  which  to  them 
seemed  the  most  adviseable ;  and  it  would 
fee  open  to  others  to  found  on  that  course 
any  additional  motions,  that  might  appear 
|o  them"  to  be  necessary.  The  house 
roust  be  aware,  that  many  of  the-  condi- 
tions and  stipulations  with  the  continental 
powers  must  be  contingent  and  eventual, 
depending  on  the  part  that  they  were  in- 
duced by  circumstances  to  take  in  the  war. 
Ministers  had  not  considered  it  their  duty 
to  lay  before  the  house  any  of  those  condi- 
tions which  were  never  acted  upon,  but 
those  parts  alone  which  gave  activity  to 
hostile  operations.  He  was  not  prepared 
to  say  that  these  were  the  military  parts 
merely,  although  the  house  could  not  but 
fte  aware,  that  the  military  stipulations 
must  have  been  more  productive  in  impart- 
ing activity  than  the  political  conditions 
could  possibly  be.  Delicacy  with  respect 
to  foreign  powers  was  not  so  likely  to  be 
infringed  hy  the  display  of  the  one  as  the 
other.  With  regard  to  the  stipulations  of 
the  military  force  to  be  brought  forward 
by  the  different  powers  with  whom  the 
treaties  had  been  concluded,  there  were 
two  main  features  to  which  he  wished  that 
the  attention  of  the  house  might  be  pecu- 
liarly directed.  The  first  was,  what  was, 
the  actual  force  which  government  had 
every  reason  to  believe  was  in  the  field  a- 
gainst  France,  and  which  justified  them  in 
inducing  the  continental  powers  to  resist 
her?  And  the  second*  to  what  causes 
the  failure  of  this  grand  confederacy 
was  to  be  attributed  ?  In  order  to  en- 
able the  house  to  judge  of  the  latter, 
ministers  had  ordered  that  there  should  be 
laid  before  the  house  details  of  the  plan  of 
the  campaign,  and  of  the  system  on  which 
it  was  wished,  and  indeed  resolved  to  act, 
to  be  compared  with  the  system  wljicb 
really  was  carried  iuto  execution.  The 
plan  of  military  operations  did.  not  proceed 
from  this  country,  because  this  country 
could  not  be  supposed  so  well  ac- 
quainted with  their  expediency.  It  did 
MQt  proceed  from  Russia,  because  the  re- 
moteness of  that  power  gave  it  little  ad- 
vantage in  this  respect  oter  Great  Britain; 


but  the  plan  of  the  campaign,  in  til 
was  to  be  employed  that  immense  f{ 
that,  exclusively  of  any  troops  that  w 
be  furnished  by  Sweden,    exclusively 
any  troops  that  might  proceed  from 
future  decision  of  the  court  of  Berlin} 
clusively  of  any  troops  that  might  be 
ded  by  the  minor  powers  dependent  on 
decision ;  independently  of  all  these  o 
derations,   and  highly  estimating  th 
mies  of  Russia  and  Austria,  govern] 
had  every  reason  to  suppose,  that  on 
first  of  October,  the  actual  force,  io 
field,  of  these  two  combined  power. 
France  would  not  agree  to  the  term 
peace  proposed  to  her,  would  amoui 
500,000  men.     Austria  declared  thai 
had  320,000  regulars  ready  at  a  mom 
warning,  beside  20,'000  militia  in  the 
rol.       Russia    had    engaged    to    fui 
1 80,000  men,  and  did  so.     The  pli 
the  campaign  proceeded  solely  from 
tria,  and  it  would  be  for  the  house  tc 
cide  whether  she  adhered  to  it  accoj 
to  compact.     lie  would   not.  pretep 
say  that  the  councils  of  the  emperor  of 
many  had  acted  in  opposition  to  th 
terest  of  that  sovereign  ;   he  wouhj 
enter  into  any  comments  on  the  coi 
pursued  on  that  occasion  :  he  should 
tent  himself  with  stating,  that  the  ad 
of  the  Austrians  beyond  the  Inn,  4 
the   position  taken   by  general  Mac 
Ulm,  where,  in  a  military  view,  it  .1 
be  said  that  30,000  men  were  annihil 
was,  a  breach  of  the  plan  of  open 
formed  by  Austria,  herself.    The  cqj 
St.  Petersburgh  had  strictly  conform 
the  plan :  50,000  Russians  arrived  at 
nau,.on  the  Inn,  two  days   sooner 
according  to  the  conditions  of  that 
was  expected.      He   troubled  the 
with  these  observations,  because  he  th 
it  indispensably  necessary  that  the 
should   know   what  continental  fore 
vernment  supposed  was  in  the  field  ; 
was  the  plan  of  operations  by  whicl 
force  was  to   be  regulated,  and  he 
the  disasters    that  had    befallen    A 
were  produced  by  her  own  acts,  t 
those  of  others,     Having  stated  thus 
on  the  military  points  of  this  questi 
would  say,  wit,h  respect  to  the  po 
considerations,  that  as  far  as  was  q 
ent  with  the  safety  of  other  nationi 
with  the  respect  and  delicacy  whjcj; 
had  a  right  to  demand  from  us,  his  : 
ty's   ministers  were  anxious  to  afic 
any  gentleman,  who  stated  tiie  grou 
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H  roeoiry,  such    information  as  could  be 

■i    rafetv.      If,    however,  there 

My  paffof  their  conduct,  and  more 

■recuhriy  with  regard  to  Russia','  the  ex- 

Auinot!  of  which  would  be  attended  with 

•cloture*  injurious  to  the  interests  of  this 

mntiy.and  of  Europe,  thehou.  gentlemen 

*?wfle  would,  in  all  probability  soon  have 

"'.■ssuri  unity  of  examining,  whether  their 

fatft  of  ifae  propriety  of  the  conduct  of 

I  Kui.tiv    were    founded  in  fact.     For 

h  own  part,  there  was  no  occurrence  that 

tt&ould  more  sincerely  lament,  both  on 

pile   and   on  public   grounds,   than  that 

*  '.'anaction    of    such    great    importance 

toold,  from  any  change  of  administration, 

W  buried  in   darkness  ;   or,   that   the  de* 

*&!0  which  be  had  alluded,  and  the  po- 

07  that  wa?  founded  on  Ihem,   should   bv 

W  circumstance  be  prevented  from  being 

•fed  to  the  bottom.     While  the  country 

■*  made  great  and  extraordinary  sacri- 

fcn  rad  exertions,  they  ought  to  know, 

Mahal  account  those  lacnfices  and  those 

ttwtions  were    required.     In  undertaking 

I  ftn  discussion,    he  was  fully  aware  of  the 

Ivwn  loss   which    the  present   ministers 

lU  jujtiuned,   by   being   deprived   of  the 

S«M*lnee  of  that  great  man,  to  whom  the 

I  •*«!»   was    chiefly  indebted   for  its  exist- 

-  :-,.-•  »bo  was  therefore  the  most  com- 

<■■■:■:    .:...'.. tied  to  uphold   and  defend  it 

Sail,  however,  he  trusted,  that  there  wen 

•dividual  s  remaining,  capable  of  explain- 

ag  the  lme  of  conduct   that  had    been 

kfcrpted.  and  in  what  way  government  had 

Asrter^ed  the  sacred  trust  that  had  been 

Wpwsd    in   them.      With  regard    it.     ' 

Vine   of    proceeding    which     parlia 

•*jht  to  adopt  in  this  important  in 

fnicn,   in    his    opinion  nothing  could   be 

■*?  desirable,  than  that  it  should  be  i 

■rtatelv  commenced.      But  in  thepres 

Matiou  in  which  the  administration 

fceoor.try  was  placed,  he  should  be  sorry 

ij  uv  propositton  of  his  to  emhun 

■Or  proceedings.      It  was  likewise  m; 

■I,  liat  when  this  discussion    came 

Meof  those  individuals  •tiould  be  absi 

■lose  distinguished    talents  and   polit 

fnpicacrtT  qualified  them  so  well  for  the 

*^Hry.     But  it  might  happen,  that  trust: 

ftaUcd  in  those  individuals,  would  ren 

•til  oecessary  for  tliem  to  withdraw  for  1 

■W  ironi  the  house.     For  these  reason: 

li  Avoid  not  fix  a  day  for  the  discussion 

■*   irouM   content    himself  with    mereh 

if,   that   these   papers   do  lie  on  till 

*ik.    from  their  nature,  it  was  impos 


sible  that  they  could  pass  by  without  dis- 
cussion. The  pecuniary  and  political 
stipulations  which  they  contained,  must 
subject  them  to  the  cognizance  of  the  house. 
As  at  that  moment  he  might  not  be  ia  a 
ituation  to  exercise  a  discretionary  power 
>n  the  kind  of  reformation  which  it  might 
le  expedient  to  bring  forward,  he  hoped 
that,  while  he  did  not  press  for  any  inipro- 
disclosures,  those  gentlemen  who 
should  succeed  him  in  office,  w-ould  be 
disposed  to  deal  as  liberally  in  affording 
uformation,  as  the  present  administration 
lad  evinced  their  inclination  to  do.  Oa 
o-morrow,  or  the  next  dsy,  he  hoped  to 
iave  it  in  his  power  to  bring  down  souse 
iddi.tional- papers,  and  he  should  then  bo 
happy  to  receive  any  suggestions  that 
ight  be  offered  to  him. 
Sir.  Fvx  observed,  that  from  the  nature 
of  the  subject  which  had  been  opened  by 
'  noble  lord,  it  was  impossible  there 
should  be  any  discussion  011  it  at  present, 
because  many  of  the  papers  which  had 
been  alluded  to  were  not  yet  before  tb* 
neither  was  the  nature  of  them 
at  present  perfectly  known;  and  as  to 
those  which  were  before  the  house,  they 
wouid  require  time  for  their  perusal,  and 
this  must  be  done  before  a  judgment  w« 
formed  of  the.  merit*  of  the  engagement* 
reu  into  by  the  different  powers.  Thu 
tion,  therefore,  which  might  arise 
ot  them,  must  he  deferred  a  while; 
and  other  questions  should  be  previously 
determined — Whether  the  papers  already 
brought  forward,  and  those  promised  to 
be  added  lo  them,  would  be  sufficient  I 
or  whether  others  misfit  be  desirable* 
And  that  again  might  depend  011  another 
question,  which  was,  whether,  if  desirable, 
they  could  with  propriety  be  laid  before 
the  house?  All  these  matters  roust  be 
deckled  before  the  general  question  of  the 
conduct  of  the  allies  could  be  considered, 
as  far  as  Great  Britain  had  any  share  io 
their  operations.  And  this  appeared  to 
him  to  answer  the  observation  of  the  noble 
lord,  as  to  the  regret  be  seemed  to  feel 
that  the  subject  was  not  discussed  on  th« 
first  night  of  the  session  :  for  either  in  the 
view  of  the  case  with  reference  to  the  pa- 
pers themselves,  or  the  conduct  which 
followed  the  agreement  to  which  they  re- 
lated, it  was  out  of  the  question,  until  the 
house  had  a  full  perusal  of  them  ;  but  the 
amendment  intended  to  have  been  submit- 
ted lo  the  house  bv  his  noole  friend  (lord 
11.  Petty)  was  calculated  lo  have  called] 
1 
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£>rth  all  the  information  to  which  the  noble 
lord,  who  spoke  last,  had  just  alluded ;  and 
he  could  not  help  thinking,  there  was  good 
foundation  for  asking  for  that  information, 
and  alio  for  the  expressions'  in  the  amend- 
ment, the  object  of  which  was  to  convey  a 
tense  of  the  house,  against  trusting  any 
snore  of  the  resources  of  the  country  in  the 
hands  of  incapable  ministers.     It  was  the 
doty  of  the  bouse  to  take  care,  before  they 
granted  any  farther  supplies,  that   they 
should  not  be  under  the  management  of 
improper  persons.     As  to  all  the  detail, 
part  of  which  had  been  opened  to-night  by 
the  noble  lord,  it  was  imprudent  to  go  into 
it  now,  because  the  house,  at  present,  had 
mot  the  requisite  information,  and  for  that 
reason  he  should  certainly  not  comment 
on  the  general  line  of  defence  for  adminis- 
tration, which  the  noble  lord  had  thought 
fit  to-night,  with  such    imperfect  mate- 
rials before  the  house,  to  anticipate.    With 
respect  to  farther  enquiry,  that  was  a  point 
Which  the  house  would  consider  after  the 
papers  were'  laid  before  it,  and  after  time 
bad  been  taken  to  peruse  them.     Until 


duct  of  government  is  another  matter, 
which,  before  the  papers  are  eonsidei 
as  things  are  now  partly  explained,  j 
would  be  a  very  unwise  man  who-  wq 
deliver  an  opinion. 

Mr.  Grey  said,  he  supposed  that  the  j 
pers  already  presented  would  be  pril 
and  delivered  in  the  usual  way.  He< 
not  exactly  understand,  whether  or  n< 
noble  lord  had  produced  those  pa| 
which  related  to  points  of  the  confeden 
that  had  not  been  acted  upon,  as  wetf 
to  those  which  had.  He  had  listened  ii 
considerable  attention,  whilst  the  clerk  J 
been  reading  the  titles  of  these  papers.  , 
had  heard  him  mention  treaties  betif 
Great  Britain  and  Sweden ;  treaties  j 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Russia,  and,j 
accession  of  Austria  to  one  of  the  lad 
but  he  bad  not  heard  him  state  any  dil 
treaty  between  the  king  of  Great  Brit 
and  the  emperor  of  Austria.  He  wis] 
to  know  from  the  noble  lord,  whether 
not  this  was  an  omission.  \ 

Lord  Castlcreagk,  in  explanation*  v 
formed  the  hon.  member,  that  these  pa| 
had  been  compiled  from  official  acts,  \ 
not  from  correspondences.  The  hon.  gj 
would  find,  that  there  were  three  treaj 


those  papers  shall  have  been,  duly  consi- 
dered, the  house  could  not  possess  the 
means  of  judging  en  the  subject.  The  noble 

lord  hinted,  said  the  hon.  gent.,  that  it  is  I  between  Great  Britain  and  Sweden,  j 
not  probable  that  he  and  those  with  whom  I  one  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  J 
be  acts  will  be  in  power  when  that  discus-  sia,  to  which  latter  treaty,  Austria  hai 
aion  may  be  entered  upon.  Who  are  to  sue-  acceded,  it  was  thereby  effectually  con 
ceed  them  1  do  not  know ;  but  I  am  quite  tuted  a  treaty  between  Great  Britain  4 
sure  that  those  persons,  be  they  who  they  Austria.— -As  he  was  on  his  legs,  he  shci 
may*  ought  to  possess  all  the  information  explain  a  circumstance  connected  l 
to  which  the  noble  lord  has  alluded,  some  these  treaties.  The  treaty  with  Rut 
time  before  they  proceed  on  that  discussion,,  ^consisted  of  15  articles,  one  of  which 
and  that  is  a  question  entirely  open  now,  T having  been  ratified,  the  remaining  14  0 
and  to  which  I  beg  to  be  understood  as  not  were  binding.     Of  these  14,  only  9  1 

S'ving  any  pledge,  as  to  any  opinion  I  may   been  laid  on   the  table;  the  remaining 
nn,  for  that  must  depend  on  the  papers,  being  of  a  complexion,  which  would  ren 
with  the  nature  of  which  I  am  at  present  the  exposure  of  them  a  dereliction  of 


unacquainted*  1  say,  again,  that  a  correct 
view  of  that  matter  cannot  be  taken  with* 
out  adverting  to  the  internal  circumstances 
#f  this  country.  There  may  be,  indeed, 
eases,  as  the  amendment  states,  not  neces- 
sary for  such  an  enquiry,  and  on  which 
tome  resolution  might  be  entered  into; 
hut  when  considered  with  reference  to  the 
papers,  it  may,  perhaps,  appear  not  to  be 
necessary  to  enter  upon  such  an  enquiry, 
at  least  tor  a  while.  At  all  events,  the  pro* 
priety  of  entering  into  it  will  stand  upon  a 
*ery  different  footing  from  that  oa  which 
it  stood  on  the  first  day  of  the  session. 
Most  clear  it  is,  that  the  consideration  of  the 
nepers  should  come  first;  that  of  the  con- 


trust  reposed  in  the  administration  of  ' 
country,  of  which  declaration  on  his  p 
the  hon.  gent,  would  soon  have  an  opj 
tunity  of  ascertaining  the  ground, 

Mr.  Fox  wished  to  learn,  whether 
thing  was  now  before  the  house,  or  inl 
ded  to  be  laid  before  the  house,  rein 
to  the  orders  sent  to  the  British  troops 
the  continent,  either  in  Hanover  or  a 
where. 

Lord  Cattlereagh  said,  that  the  pap 
at  present  brought  forward,  were  oonfi 
to  official  acts ;  if  the  hon.  gent,  wis 
any  information  on  the  subject  to  whic) 
alluded,  he  should  be  happy  to  receive 
commands* 
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Mi.  Wickham  asked  how  the  troops  of 
I  continent  were  composed,  as  to  uum- 
itn.  tt  the  comraen  ce  merit  of  the  catn- 

.  ird  CjiHiietigh  said,  that  the  amount 

Eiorte  on  the  continent,  exclusive  of 
,  Swedish,  and  the  minor  military 
ff  Germany,  which  his  majesty's 
•munem  had  reason  to  expect  were  ac- 
■fljni  the  field  on  the  1st  of  October  last, 
trad  au  aggregate  of  only  5000  short  of 
*,W0  men;  that  is  to  say,  130,000  Rus- 
M.and  M  j.OOO  Austrians,  exclusive  of 

ri  militia  in  the  Tyrol;  and  what  ren- 
tals credible  to  his  majesty's  ininis- 
M«u,that  in  the  month  of  June  they 
we  istured,  in  an  official  note,  received 
If  Ms  majesty's  govern  in  en  ffrom  the  Au- 
ftui Embassador  at  the  court  of  London, 
M  tie  effective  force  of  that  power,  ac- 
iT  in  the  field,  was  200,000  men,  and 
;>u  expected  in  the  course  of  the 
dtocarry  it  op  to3Q0,OO0men. — The 
was  then  put,  and  the  papers  were 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

[ANKS  TO  THE   NiVY,    &C.] 

jA,  in  pursuance  of  the  no- 
Iiad  yesterday  given,  wished 

attention  of  the  house  to  the 

it  subject,  which  he  trusted  (he 
ould  allow  that  he  was  justified  in 
■■postponed  to  the  present  moment. 
neaot  the  transcendaiit  victory  gained 
lj  lord  Nelson,  and  the  glorious  victory 
MhbpjentJy  obtained  by  sir  it.  Stracbau, 
<  kotii  of  which  he  felt  his  complete  in- 
ly to  speak  in  terms  in  any  degree 
ith  their  merits.  Hewoald 
his  address  to  the  bouse  on  this  on- 
ly a  short  history  of  the  naval 
**;3i,  if  it  might  beat]  called,  that  pre- 
*W  these  brilliant  actions.  The  opera- 
^  of  this  campaign  commenced  with  tile 
tftag  of  a  French  squadron  from  Roche* 
fclto  lie  West  Indies,  winch  was  imine- 
fcfclj  fcllowed  by  admiral  Cochrane.  Tins 
,Jy  gave  an  opportunity  to  the 
admiral  PreTOSt  of  sJiewiug  how  an 
British  force  could  de- 
il(  from  host  iraLtacks.  A  Squadron 
the  line  then  sailed  from  Tnu- 
vtuch  was  instantly  pursued  by  the 
"  Nelson  ;  and  although  they  were 
ly  superior  in  numbers,  and  in 
,tbey  quitted  the  West  Indies  wilh- 
attained  any  object  of  the  least 
And  licre  it  was  impossible 
to  fOT^nt  the  gloomy  apprehen- 
ra*at  tiJAt  tune  entertained  by 

At.  vi. 


some  individuals  of  this  house.  There  was 
no  disaster  that  could  befsl  the  country, 
which  they  did  not  predict,  as  the  probable 
consequence  of  what  iliey  were  pleased  to 
term  the  shameful  neglect  of  his  majesty's 
ministers.  But  not  only  were,  these  pro- 
phecies of  irreparable  injury  to  our  com. 
merce  and  colonial  possessions,  completely 
falsi  tied  by  the  event,  but,  owing  to  the  able 
ngemeuts  made  by  the  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  admiralty,  the  country  had 
beeu  enabled  to  avert  the  apprehended  dan* 
ger,  and  to  heap  destruction  on  the  enemy. 
No  sooner  had  advice  been  received  from 
lord  Nelson,  that  the  French  squadron  had 
left  the  West  Indies,  on  their  return  to  Eu- 
ipe.  and  that  it  was  his  intention  to  push 
for  the  Strcights'  mouth,  with  the  hope  of 
intercepting  them,  than  the  admiralty  or- 
dered the  Brest  squadron  to  suspend  the 
blockade  of  that  port,  and  the  Kochefort 
squadron  to  proceed  off  cape  Finisterre, 
'eili force  admiral  Calder's  division. 
!,  there  were  three  squad  rous,  which, 
by  the  able  management  of  the  admiralty 
board,  were  placed  in  situations  in  which 
they  were  likely  to  meet  with  the  enemy. 
This  event  happened  accordingly,  and  the 
result  was,  the  engagement  with  (he  squa- 
dron commanded  by  sir  R.  Calder,  which 
minuted  in  considerable  success ;  two  sail 
the  line  having  been  captured  from  the 
enemy.  Immediately  afterwards  the  French 
meeting  with  that  from  Ferrol,  re- 
tired to  Cadiz  to  the  amount  of  3+  sail  of 
the  line.  Not  many  days  elapsed,  before  a 
British  force  was  stationed  in  the  bay  cf 
Cadi/,  adequate  to  the  blockade"  of  the 
lemy's  fleet;  and  towards  the  conclusion 
of  the  mouth  of  Sept.  lord  Nelson  assumed 
le  command,  previous  to  the  great  action 
ten  approaching.  Lord  Nelson  detached 
division  of  tins  fleet  to  the  Mediterra- 
sail.  Fortunate,  indent!,  was  it  for  his 
.me  that  he  had  done  so,  lor  it  was  indis- 
putably apparent,  that  nothing  but  the 
irletige  of  this  reduction  of  lord  Nel- 
i  force,  and  the  supposition  that  it 
amounted  only  to  CI  sail,  instead  of  27, 
tfould  have  induced  the  combined  fleets  to 
•ome  out  and  offer  battle.  Their  object 
vas  to  form  *  junction  with  the  division 
n  Carlhagerra,  and  then  to  have  appeared 
ii  the  Mediterranean  with  a  deel  approach- 
ug  to  50  sail,  which,  in  the  existing  cir- 
tu instances  of  Europe,  they  imagined  would 
rare  excited  a  ;eusation  considerably  fa- 
rourable  to  their  views  of  ambition  and  ag*- 
grandisemeut.    When  he  contemplated,  the 
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glorious  engagement  which  had  been  the 
result  of  this  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
French,  he  felt  it  difficult  to  select  any  fea- 
ture on  which  to  dwell  with  peculiar  praise. 
Neverwas  there  a  more  complete  victory  by 
a  superior  force  over  an  inferior ;  never  was 
there  such  a  victory  by  an.  inferior  force, 
when  contending  with  a  superior  force.   In 
every  view  of  the  subject,  which  even  profes- 
sional men  could  possibly  take,  they  scarce- 
ly could  suppose  it  in  the  power  of  one 
fleet  to  capture  from  another,  not  station- 
■  ary,  but  uuder  sail,  the  great  number  of  ip 
sail.   It  was  a  new  6pecies  of  success  in  our 
naval  annals,  and  went  practically  far  be- 
yond what  theorists  had  conceived  it  possible 
to  accomplish  in  their  speculations.    The 
wonders  attending  this  most  brilliant  ac- 
tion, were  not  contin^d  to  the  day  of  com- 
bat*    He  should  feel  that  he  had  fulfilled 
but  half  his  duty  to  the  brave  men  who 
shared  in  that  engagement,  if  he  did  not 
assign  to  them  the  praise  which  was  their 
due,  for  the  firmness  and  perseverance  with 
which,  after  having  contended  with  the  ene- 
my, they  proceeded  successfully  to  struggle 
with  the  elements.     Then  was  it  too,  that 
that  generous  spirit  of  self-devotion  to  the' 
benefit  of  their  fellow-creatures,  those  ex- 
alted principles,  which  it  had  been  the  glory 
of  ancient  France  to  cultivate,  and  which 
it  has  been  the  endeavour  of  modern  France 
to  extinguish;  then  was  it  that  those  feel- 
ings which  it  became  every  man  to  enter- 
tain,  and  everv  man  to  exercise,   were 
proudly  manifested. — But,  however  our  ad- 
miration might  be  excited  by  this  illustri- 
ous action,  it  was  impossible  not  to  con- 
sider, with  similar  sensations,  the  achieve- 
ment  of  the  divison  under  sir  11.  Strachan, 
in  which  that  gallant  admiral  took  from  the 
enemy  every  thing  that  they  presented  to 
him.     What  effect  the  exertions  of  these 
brave  men  might  have  had  on  the  affairs  of 
Europe,  under  more  fortunate  auspices,  it 
was  impossible  to  calculate.     They  had 
withdrawn  25  sail  of  the  line  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  enemy,  15  of  which  were  French, 
aud  ten  Spanish.     Of  25,  ten  had  been 
transferred  to  the  service  of  this  country. 
The  relative  situation,  therefore,  of  the 
navy  of  this  couotry,  and  of  the  navies  of 
our  enemies,  was  altered  by  a  difference  of 
35  sail  of  the  line,  being  equal  to  nearly 
one  half  of  the  whole  naval  force  of  the 
enemy.    This  advantage,  however,  was  not 
the  sole  result;  but  from  the  admirable  su- 
perin tendance  of  the  admiralty  board,  no  in- 
terruption had  arisen  from  the  injury  which 


our  fleets  necessarily  sustained  in  these 
vere  contests.    Other  ships  were  preps 
immediately  to  supply  these  deficiencies* 
was  not  the  least  extraordinary  cirri 
stance  attending  these  brilliant  transactk 
that  after  such  a  combat  with  the  end 
and  such  a  contest  with  the  element*] 
had  the  heartfelt  satisfaction  to  see  ei 
iudividual  ship  that  had  been  enga{ 
brought  back  safely  to  a  British  port, ' 
the  enemy  were  thus  precluded  from; 
ostentatious  self-congratulations,  in  iri 
they  doubtless  would  have  indulged,  - 
a  single  British  vessel  fallen  a  victifli 
their  arms  or  to  the  fury  of  the  elentt 
Every  one  must  feel,  that  the  securU 
the  empire,  so  far  as  it  depended  on 
naval  strength,  was  placed  on  a  firmer  I 
than  ever.     He  could  not  refrain  4 
mentioning,  that  the  victory  of  Trafil 
had  happened  on  a  day  which  was  ca 
lated  to  make  the  head  of  the  French - 
pire  feel,  that  there  was  yet  a  powe 
the  world,  capable  of  controlling  his  rei 
ambition.     On  that  v^try  day  he  had  1 
declaring  the  designs  which  he  medit 
against  this  country,  and  on  that  very? 
he  received,  in  the  chastisement  (A 
fleets,  a  lesson  which,  it  was  to  be  hd 
he  woulu  never  forget,  and  which  w* 
teach  him  what  he  had  to  expect  from 
gallantry  and  determined  bravery  of* 
tons. — But  it  was  impossible   that  I 
exploits  should  be  performed,   and' 
the  count  17  should  be  satisfied  with  a  a 
admiration.      He    pretended    hot  U) 
justice  to  that  misfortune,  in  the  loi 
the  noble  hero,  who  commanded  in  C 
to  which,  however,  justice  had  been  < 
by  the  unaffected  letter  of  the  gallant 
miral  who  had  succeeded  him.     Suet 
deed  were  the  feelings  of  regret  at 
decease  of  the  noble  viscount,  that  i 
came  a  question,  whether  they   did 
exceed  the  exultation  which  bis  vu 
had  occasioned.    There  was  every  t 
to  praise  in  the  character  of  the  t 
individual  he  had  alluded  to,  whose 
from  his  very  infancy  had  been  a  li 
heroism .    There  was  something  appan 
intuitive  in  his  nature,  which  prom 
him  to  the  execution  of  grand  sche 
which  appeared  to  be  out  of  the  resoi 
of  his  profession.     He  had  the  powi 
attaching  individuals  to  him  by  bis  am 
qualities,  he  controlled  them  by  the  1 
rior   mind    which  he  displayed,  and 
genius  and  his  fortune  conspired  to  el 
lifih  to. lead  them  to  successful  enter; 
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iidering  the  whole  of  the  victories 
bad  shed  lustre  on  his  name,  it 
be  found,  that  each  was  marked 
Kits  peculiar  and  distinguishing, 
bouse  reverted  to  the  biittle  of 
r,  they  must  recollect  his  daring 
cceaaful  attempt  In  pass  between 
i.'  and  the  shore.  His  conduct  at 
ngeii  evinced  equal  criminality, 
iced  his  whole  life  mi  a  series  of 
t  achievements,  which  proved  the 
ade  aud  the  variety  of  the  resources 
capacious  mind,  in  considering 
a,  n-e  should  also  consider  every 
hat  could  afford  consolation.  It 
iqaently  happened  that  great  souls 
enshrined  in  feeble  frames.  This 
e case  with  that  illustrious  character; 
i  contended  with  the  various  mala- 
r  which  he  was  assailed,  with  so  little- 
j,  that  the  day  might  possibly  have 
i  when  he  might  be  placed  in  oppu- 
to  the  eueiiy  with  diminished  pow- 
Itwas  therefore  some  degree  of con- 
U,  that  the  great  history  of  his  lift- 
Men  wound  up  in  honour,  that  bis 
wu  out  of  the  reach  of  misfortune. 
Us  sure  that  he  should  disappoint 
pe,  if  he  did  not  shortly  advert  to 
Rn.  majesty  in  his  beneficence  had' 
Bninwl  to  do,  to  mark  I  he  sense  which 
oomii  entertained  ol  his  services.  The 
nidual  was  past  gratitude,  but  the 
»  remained  ;  and  he  was  convinced 
'  lie  country  was  desirous  that  some 
1  nark  of  public  acknowledgment 
itabebestuwed  on  them.  With  respect 
ir  quantum  of  that  acknowledgment, 
".*  to  measure  it  by  those 
Without,  therefore,  looking  to 
disunite  to  the  benefit 
dirain  the  noble  viscount's  services, 
»  ruber  considered  IS hat  was  fitting 
Jiitry  to  allow.  He  did  not 
■  whether  those  with  whom  he  acted 
"have  the  power  of  conferring  this 
edgment,  but  he  was  suri',  that 
:r  it  might  proceed,  it 
be  accompanied  with  that  liberality 
*as  characteristic  of  British  grati- 
|  II  was  proposed  to  make  a  provi- 
?idow,  correspondent  to  the 
b  she  held  in  society,  and  to  the 
bich  she  possessed  on  public  grali- 

%  lor  lady    Nelson's   life   of  2000/. 

*     lurse,  unconnected  with  the 

royal  intimation,  which  re- 

4  the  affixing  some  splendid  nji 


pendnges  to  the  present  earl.  It  certainly 
not  necessary  to  make  for  that  noble- 
a  provision  so  munificent  its  to  remove 
him  from  the  sphere  in  which  he  now 
ed.  It  bad  been  thought  expedient, 
that  tliis  provision  should  be  made  not  as 
grant  to  tlie  family,  hulas  national  pro- 
peity,  intrusted  to  their  possession  ;  that  it 
ihuuiil  be  invested  in  lands;  and  that 
though  a  magnificent  palace  should  not 
erected,  yet  that  an  edilice  conformabU 
their  public  rank  and  estimation  should 
be  built  for  the  family.  With  a  view  to 
these  objects,  it  was  in  contemplation  to 
ippropriate  the  sum  of  200,000/.  to  be 
eji*d  in  the  hands  of  public  trustees,  the 
wo  bouses  of  parliament,  and  other  high 
characters,  to  be  applied  ill  the  manner 
which  seemed  best  calculated  to  obtain  the 
end  proposed.  It  had  occurred  to  govern- 
ment, that  this  would  be  consistent  with 
the  rank  which  it  was  desirable  that  the 
family  of  lord  Nelson  should  bear  in  the 
country,  without  going  on  too  exaggerated 
a  scale. — It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to 
trespass  any  longer  on  the  attention  of 
the  house.  Any  thing,  indeed,  that  be 
ild  say,  would  be  far  from  enough  to 
manifest  the  sense,  which  he,  in  common 
ith  the  country  at  large,  entertained  of 
le  services  of  the  illustrious  hero.  Great, 
uwever,  as  was  the  national  loss  in  this 
intense,  he  could  not  hut  think  that  it 
was  attended  bv  u  national  ad  vantage.  He 
■ould  notbul'tbink,  that  he  would  serve 
is  a  model  fur  bis  profession  to  study. 
He  bad  shewn,  through  the  course  of  a  long 
life,  what  determined  perseverance,  and 
unshaken  devotion  to  his  country,  could 
iplish.  It  was  a  great  object,  in  any 
;,  to  know  what  could  be  done  in 
that  service.  The  life  and  achievements 
of  lord  Nelson  would  continue  to  animate 
the  British  navy  to  the  end  of  time.  He 
certainly  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  our 
navy  required  any  tiling  to  render  it  more 
courageous  in  presence  of  an  enemy,  but 
.till  the  example  of  lord  Nelson  would 
shew  them  what  skill  and  enterprise,  com- 
bined with  bravery,  was  capable  of  effecting. 
He  had  thought  it  an  act  of  his  parliamen- 
tary duty  not  to  pass  over  (to  do  justice  to, 
was  beyond  his  power)  the  splendid  cha- 
racter whom  all  had  so  much  reason  to  la- 
mem,  lie  trusted  that  he  should  not  l>a 
supposed  insensible  of  the  merits  ot  tins 
gallant  otlicers  under  lord  Nelson,  of  the 
merits  of  lord  Collingwood,  lord  Northesk 
ami   sir   H.   Strar:han  ;   never,  indeed,   was 
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there  an  instance  in  which  every  man  had 
done   his  duty  so  completely  as  in  the  oc- 
currences then  under  the  consideration  of 
the  house.      He  must  therefore  hope  to 
stand  acquitted,  of  having  allowed  the  ab- 
sorbent merit  of  one  character  to  induce 
him  to  withhold  his  gratitude    from  the 
rest. — The  noble  lord  concluded  with  mo- 
ving; 1.  "That  an  humble  address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  majesty,  that  his  majesty  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions, 
that  a  monument  be  erected  in  the  cathe- 
dral church  of  St.  Paul,  London,  to  the 
memorv  of  the  late  ever-to-be-lamented 
lord  viscount  Nelson,  who  fell  gloriously 
in  the  moment  of  the  most  brilliant  and 
decisive  victory,  obtained  by  his  skill  and 
enterprize    over    the    combined   fleet    of 
France  and  Spain,  off  Cape  Trafalgar,  on 
the  21st  of  October  last;  and  to  assure 
his  majesty  that  this  house  will  make  good 
the  expence  attending  the  same."  2.  "  That 
the  thanks  of  this  house  be  given  to  vice- 
admiral    lord    Collingwood,    for   his  able 
and  gallant  conduct  in  the  most  glorious 
ano^  decisive  victory  obtained  by  the  late 
vice-admiral  lord  viscount    Nelson,   over 
the  combined  fleet  of  France  and  Spain, 
of?  Cape  Trafalgar,  on  the  21st  of  October 
last." 

Lord  Castlereagh  took  this  opportunity 
of  observing,  that  it  was  meant  hereafter 
to  propose,  that  some  provision  should  be 
made  for  lord  Collingwood  and  sir  R. 
Strachan. 

Mr.  Sheridan  enquired  whether  or  not 
any  reward  was  inter  ded  for  the  earl  of 
Northesk  > 

Lord  Castlereagh  replied  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  Baker  objected  to  this  second  reso- 
lution ;  that  it  did  not  come  up  to  the 
services  of  the  noble  lord,  as  it  merely 
stated  them  generally  under  the  term 
"  able  and  gallant  conduct,"  without  that 
distinct  enumeration  to  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion, they  were  indubitably  entitled. 

IiOrd  Castlereagh  answered,  that  this 
had  not  escaped  the  attention  of  his  majes- 
ty's ministers.  On  an  ample  consideration 
of  the  subject,  however,  whatever  might 
/be  the  high  sense  entertained  by  them 
of  the  gallant  lord's  conduct,  it  had  been 
deemed  adviseable,  t<>  prevent  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  precedent  which  might  create 
Confusion  in  some  future  case  where  dif- 
^flfflfiices  of  opinion  might  exist,  to  conform 
the  resolution  to  the  words  usually  adopted 
oii  similar  occasions*    The  noble  lord  then 


moved,  8.  "  That  the  thanks  of  this  hoi 
be  given  to  rear-admiral  the  earl  of  BE 
thesk,  and  the  several  captains  and  offiq 
in  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  the  I 
lord  viscount  Nelson,  who,  by  their  bravj 
and  good  conduct,  contributed  to  that  m 
glorious  and  decisive  victory ;  and  that  vi 
admiral  lord  Collingwood  do  signify 
same  to  rear-admiral  the  earl  of  Northi 
and    the    several    captains   and   office] 

4.  "  That  this  house  doth  highly  app* 
of,  and  acknowledge,  the  services  of 
seamen  and  marines  on  board  the  si 
under  the  command  of  the  late  lord  visco 
Nelson,  in  the  most  glorious  and  decii 
victory  over  the  combined  fleet  of  Frp 
and  Spain  off  Cape  Trafalgar,  on  the  \ 
of  October  last ;  and  that  the  officers  o 
manding  the  several  ships  do  signify 
same  to  their  respective  crews,  and 
thank  them  for  their  good    behavio* 

5.  "  That  an  humble  address  be  presei 
to  his  majesty,  that  his  majesty  will  be 
ciously  pleased  to  give  directions,  that 
numentsbe  erected  in  the  cathedral  chi 
of  St.  Paul,  London,  to  the  memorj 
capt.  George  Duff,  and  capt.  John  Co 
who  fell  gloriously  in  that  signal  victi 
and  to  assure  his  majesty,  that  this  1* 
will  make  good  the  expence  attending 
same."  6.  "  That  the  thanks  of  this  b 
be  given  to  rear-admiral  sir  R.  Straq 
bart.  for  his  able  and  gallant  conduct  ii 
defeat  and  capture  of  a  French  squad 
on  the  4th  day  of  Nov.  last."  7»  "  ' 
the  thanks  of  this  hou§e  be  given  to 
captains  and  officers  in  the  squadron  u 
the  command  of  sir  R.  Strachan,  bart* 
by  their  bravery  and  good  conduct  cd 
buted  to  the  success  of  that  day;,  and 
rear-admiral  sir  R.  Strachan,  bart.  do 
nify  the  same  to  the  several  captains 
officers."  The  above  resolutions  weYe 
and  carried,  nem.  port. 

Lord  Castlereagh  then  moved,  8.  " 
this  house  doth  highly  approve  of,  an| 
knowledge,  the  services  of  the  seamen 
marines  on  board  the  ships"  under  the  < 
mand  of  rerj'-admiral  sir  R.  Strachan, 
in  the  victory  obtained  over  the  squadl 
the  enemy  on  the  4th  day  of  Nov.  last; 
that  the  officers  commanding  the  sff 
ships  do  signify  the  same  to  their  rej 
tive  crews,  and  do  thank  thera  for' 
good  behaviour."  On  the  speaker  pu 
the  question, 

Mr.  Tot  begged  leave  to  offer  q 
words.  He  had  made  no  reply  tf 
speech  of  the  noble  lord  opposite,  be] 


rARL.  DEBATES,  J  ah.  28, 1806.— Peteof  Thmk  to  ti*  Ifmy.        [log 


.anxious  that  the  motion*  proposed 

Live  the  reality  as  well  as  the  ap- 
>--  of  unanimity.  There  were  two 
*bich  tt-emvd  to  bim  to  call  foreom- 

Th*  one  was  the  liberty  which  the 
lord  bad  taken,  in  introducing  into  * 
1  of  the  nature  of  that  which  be  had 
littered,  a  panegyric  on  the  admiralty 
,  tor  which  any  other  time  would  cer- 
Live  been  preferable  to  the  present. 
Mher  was    on   the  omission  of  any 

of  hi*  majesty's  gratitude  to  lord 
■e»i.  tie  believed  that  if  we  looked 
at  the  whole  history  of  our  nnv.il 
ici,  we  should  not  meet  with  u  single 
ice  in  ■■■-  ...'ii.  in  such  a  lar^e  fleit, 
Wrd   tii  command  had  not  received 

distinction    from    the  royal  favour. 
sir!  of  Northesk  was  the  only  person 
e  merit  had  passed  unnoticed. 
rd  CastUrec.^i  declared  that  he  felt  it 
^L-ak  on  the  subject  which 

■teveniugbeen  the  theme  of  his  com- 
■  1.,  and  separate  that  subject  iron 
cotton  of  the  conduct  of  the  ad 

a  board.  He  trusted  he  did  not  gi 
1  tbia  respect  than  what  be  wa 
.  to  do  by  the  occasion.  Cer- 
if  he  bad  felt  entitled  to  express  his 
■  of  the  laborious  services  of 
rauisbed  individual  at  the  head  of 
: department  of  government,  he  should 
have  confined  his  approbation  within 
k  aarrow  limits.  He  had  never  the 
acre  of  knowing  that  nobleman  until 
tame  into  office,  but  the  maimer  in 
eo  tie  had  conducted  himself,  had  shewn 
1  eminently  worthy  of  the  situation, 
had  notoai*  been  assiduously  attentive 
be  military  operations  of  ournav;,,  but 
tad  hem  lodelat.gaUy  engaged  io  tii- 
t&f  am.  modllTUig  the  practice  in  the 
4  department:  and  if  he  were  now  io 
itoW  higb  otnee  abicl)  he  bald,  lie  irould 
it  A  dirt  having  planted  deep  the  toots 
ftesaml  »trength  of  tbe  empire.  V.'.fH 
~  ■  to  the  earl  of  Nortbesa,  he  had  i;o 
j  a  saving,  that  though 


praise  bad  been  introduced,  and  which 
ight  to  have  been  coo  lined  to  those  who 
were  the  objects  of  it.  He  should  bava 
made  the  same  objection  to  the  praise,  «s 
not  belonging  to  tbe  subject  before  ihc 
house,  even  if  lord  Spencer  or  lord  St. 
Vincent  were  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty, 
were  they  to  be  made  the  objects  of  praise 
when  the  real  subject  related  to  officer* 
whose  skill  and  courage  had  achieved  a 
victory.  Nay,  so  unconnected  was  that 
dea  with  the  conduct  of  the  admiralty, 
[hat  the  one  might  be  a  contract  to  tbe 
other,  and  borrow  some  of  its  excellence 
from  the  defects  of  the  other.  Here  again 
he  must  repeat,  he  bad  no  intention  to  say 
one  word  against  the  present  first  lord  of 
the  admiralty;  but  praising  government 
when  naval  officers  were  alone  the  object* 
of  praise,  was  a  bad  mode  of  doing  things; 
it  was  uniting  two  subjects  which  bad  no 
connection  with  each  other.  It  was  not 
usual  neither,  and  would  be  a  bad  prece- 
dent.  It  was  not  attempted,  when  thanki 
were  voted  to  lord  Howe  or  lord  St.  Vin- 
cent. 

Mr,  Grey,  conceiving  that  some  port  of 
the  noble  lord's  observations  alluded  to 
remarks  which  had  fallen  from  him  011  a 
former  occasion,  respecting  tbe  conduct  of 
the  admiralty,  and  the  unprotected  *tale 
of  our  West-India  Islands,  said,  that  he 
saw  nothing  in  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord 
to  induce  him  to  alter  his  opinion.  If  the 
evils  which  be  apprehended  had  not  COM 
to  pass,  it  wu  owing  to  Providence  or  ihe 
bad  conduct  of  (he  enemy.  He  accused 
his  majesty's  minisrarj  of  a  culpable  de- 
lay in  totj'erringa  reward  on  lear-udiuiral 
lord  Northesk. 

Lord  Catlterragi  denied  tbtit  there  was 
any  unnecessary  delay;  and  jflirraed  that 
the  allegation  was  highly  disrespectful  to 
his  majesty, 

.Mr.  Grey  denied  with  warmth,  tbe  charge 
of  disrespect  to  his  ntvreign,  which  he 
should  be  tbe  last  man  to  be  guilty  of.  Ho 
persisted  m  accusing  the  rn.olitry  of  cuU 


e  baa  beta  made  to  the  '  paoie  ot^ect,  ,0  omitting  to  rrward  lord 
1  ceruuaiy   destined  for   Nortkett.     Were  thr  mtriuflt  in*'. noble 
it  bobinoan  a  strong  man:  of  bis   admire!  do  jbtn.i  i 


1  to  create  lum  a  kuight 

1  thooght  taere  was  co  reiaon 
I  far  ike  delay.     He  oe^ged  it  to 
,  that  be  bad  not  the  leas*. 
BBwyaa  idea  oi'a^y  dikrrsL.ee'. 
t  im  lord  of  toe  admnslly: 
1  IS   the   mode  in    -;  _-. 


t  a  peerage  irn- 
cned  lately  sent  to  arJm.rol  Culliuawoudf 
Why  was  r.01  the  same  pr^rcputuo*-' shewn 
in  reaped  to  iord  Northesk? 

Lord  LsiU'.-iz:  explained,  that  it*  de- 
lay ■■»•  solely  oceasiuued  by  a  »t»b  u» 
OX-nder  o*+ti.r*!y  c!  U>e  bm  mr'hod  of 
COmlemng  a  reaarcl  on  :-.-  no»k  lord  wfco 
was  tbe  1  „t,-«j  iA  0*  b .:«. 
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General  Grosvenor  observed,  that  admi- 
ral  Harvey,  who  commanded  the  Teme- 
raire,  bad  also  distinguished  himself  most 
Jhonurably  in  one  ot  the  engagements, 
which  gave  a  foundation  for  the  thanks  of 
the  house  being  'voted.  Having  been  an 
old  companion,  and  an  old  fellow-member 
in  that  house,  he  would  have  been  glad  if 
that  honourable  and  gallant  officer's  name 
had  been  also  mentioned  in  the  vote  of 
thanks.  He  should,  therefore,  conclude 
iu  the  words  of  the  song — 

**  How  'twould  cheer 

"  Our  hearts  to  hear, 

"  That  our  old  Companion  he  was  one.1' 

The  resolution  was  then  put  and  carried, 
nem.  con. 

[Committee  or  Supply.]  Mr.  Alex- 
ander reported  from  the  committee  of  sup- 
ply, the  resolutions  which  the  committee  had 
directed  him  to  report  to  the  house ;'  which 
are  as- follows,  viz.  "  1.  That  120,000 
men  be  employed  for  the  sea  service  for 
the  year  1S06\  including  29,000  royal  ma- 
rines. 2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
2,886,000/.  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  for 
wages  of  the  said  120,000  men,  for  13 
months,  at  the  rate  of  1/.  17 s.  per  man 
per  month.  3.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
2,964,000/.  be  granted  to  his  majesty  for 
victuals  for  the  said  120,000  men,  for  13 
months,  at  the  rate  of  1/.  18-s.  per  man 
per  mouth.  4.  That  a  sura,  not  exceed- 
ing 4,680,000/.  be  granted  to  his  majesty, 
for  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  ships  in  which 
the  said  120,000  men  are  to  serve,  for  13 
months,  at  the  rate  of  31.  per  man  per 
month.  5.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
389,000/.  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  for 
ordnance  for  sea  service  on  board  the  ships 
in  which  the  said  120,000  men  are  to  serve, 
for  13  months,  at  the  rate  of  5s.  per  man 
per  month. 
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HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  January  29. 
[Minutes.]  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  S. 
Bourne,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  house 
should,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  to  triday, 
to-morrow  being  the  anniversary  of  king 
Charles's  martyrdom. — It  was  also  order- 
ed, on  the  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Bourne,  that 
the  bouse  should  not  receive  any  private 
petitions  after  Friday,  7th  March.  The 
Speaker  recommended  this  order  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  house.  It  was  certainly  in 
the  discretion  of  the  house,  whether  it 
would  extend  the  time  for  receiving  print- 
ed petitions  further.    But  in  making  the 


order,  it  was  understood,  that  a  propel 
mit  was  fixed.  The  time  allowed  by 
present  order  was  fully  sufficient,  if  th 
who  might  have  petitions  to  present  wo 
pay  due  attention  to  the  convenience 
the  house,  and  much  trouble  would 
spared  by  this  observance. — Mr.  S.  Bou: 
presented  to  the  house,  "  an  Account 
the  amount  of  premiums,  bounties,  a 
sums  of  money,  expended  under  act 
Geo.  III.  cap.  99»  for  granting  bounl 
for  taking  and  bringing  Fish  to  London  8 
Westminster,  and  other  places  in  the  U 
ted  Kingdom,  in  the  last  season ;  wh 
premiums  or  bounties  have  been  given 
consequence  of  directions  from  the  Jo: 
commissioners,  of  his  majesty's  treasu 
with  a  duplicate  thereof."  Ordered  to 
upon  the  table. — The  house  resolved  its 
into  a  committee  of  ways  and  means,  a 
voted  the  duties  on  land,  malt,  pensio 
offices,  sugar,  tobacco,  and  snuff.  The 
port  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Frid 
— Mr.  Yonng,  from  the  commissioners 
the  customs,  presented  at  the  bar,  " 
Account  of  the  total  number  of  vessi 
with  the  amount  of  their  tonnage,  wh 
had  been  registered  in  his  majesty's  doc 
nions  on  the  30th  Sept.  in  the  years  If 
and  4;  distinguishing  each  year;  and  al 
an  account  of  the  number  of  vessels,  w 
the  amount  of  their  tonnage,  which  hi 
been  annually  built  and  registered  in 
several  ports  of  the  British  Empire, 
tween  5th  Jan.  1793  and  5th  Jan.  IS1 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. — Mr.  Jat 
Fitzgerald  gave  notice  that  on  Friday  ne 
he'would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  1 
to  ascertain  the  exact  state  of  the  popu 
tion  of  Ireland. 

[Affairs  of  Ixdia.]  Mr. Pauil rose 
make  his  promised  motion,  respecting 
production  of  lord  Melville's  letter,  re 
tive  to  the  Company's  debt.  Many  persi 
might  be  perhaps  disposed  to  ask,  uj 
what  grounds  such  a  young  member  as 
was,  should  obtrude  himself  so  frequec 
on  the  house  on  the  affairs  of  India, 
such  persons  his  answer  was  plain  and  8 
pie.  lie  was  conscious  of  the  immin 
danger  which  threatened  our  India  posi 
sions,  and  therefore  he  was  resolved 
raise  his  voice,  however  feeble,  witl 
view  to  rouse  the  attention  of  the  ho 
to  this  point.  The  house  did  not  seen 
be  aware  of  the  alarming  state  of  the  afl! 
of  India.  Whfcn  the  debt  of  India  amoc 
ed  to  14  millions,  lord  Melville  had  wi 
ten  to  the  chairman  of  the  company, 
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commending  a  plan,  which,  in  those  cir- 
ca instances,  appeared  to  him  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  be  pursued,  and  expressing  his 
opinion,  that  if  it  was  not  pursued,  the 
consequences  would  be  dangeroos,  not 
only  to  the  concerns  of  the  East-India  com- 
pany, but  injurious  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  country  at  large.  His  object  ill  mov- 
ing for  this  letter  of  lord  Melville,  written 
when  the  debt  of  the  company  was  only 
14  millions,  was.  this:  he  designed,  on 
tome  future  day,  to  move  for  a  select 
committee  of  the  house,  to  einjuire  into  the 
tauses  of  the  alarming  increase  of  the 
debt  of  the  company,  and  of  their  failure 
lo  comply  with  the  conditions  and  stipula- 
tions agreed  upon  in  their  charter.  The 
o'jject  which  he  had  at  present  in  view, 
was  one  of  the  last  importance,  since  the 
debt  of  the  company  had  increased  from 
1*  to  30  millions,  in  the  thirteenth  year 
from  the  renewal  of  their  charter,  without 
any  of  the  conditions  agreed  upon  having 
been  performed  on  their  parts.  It  was  high 
HTBe  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  these 
tinoular  circumstances.  It  was  with  this 
x  that  he  moved  for  the  letter  of  lord 
M'lvillc.  Having  read  the  motion,  the 
hot),  gent,  begged  leave  to  add  one  word 
more:  lord  Melville  had  written  to 
file  court   of  directors  Upon  this  subject, 
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deed,  his  opinion  had  been 
in  some  measure,  with  nil  the  solemnity  of 
:  di-arl-.-bed  warning,  lie  would  say  this 
of  lord  Melville,  that  his  plans  for  the  re- 
gulation of  India  were  well  conceived,  and 
discovered  proofs  of  no  ordinary  compre- 
hension in  him  who  proposed  them.  Upon 
the  execution  of  them,  indeed,  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  very  existence  uf  India, 
as  connected  with  this  country,  depended, 
«nd  therefore  he  hoped  that  the  directors 
themselves  would  come  forward  and  pro- 
mote this  enquiry  ;  or,  if  not,  that  the 
hoard  of  controul,  or  some  individual  of 
thai  board,  would  come  forward  and  give 
wery  assistance  to  the  measure.  If  the 
debt  of  14  millions  appalled  lord  Mtlville, 
"hat  ought  to  be  the  vigour  and  attention 
employed  now,  when  the  debt  amounted  to 
SO  million}  r  The  director;-  and  the  boitrd 
of  controul  were  in  some  degree  bound  by 
these  circumstances  to  come  forward  and 
pre  their  support  to  such  an  enquiry  as  he 
prepared.  It  would  be  said,  and  he  wished 
teuiticipate  this  objection,  that  the  alarm- 
ing increase  of  the  deb:  arose  from  the 
—n  that  had    taken    place  in  India.     He 
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was  firmly  persuaded,  however,  that  the 
debt  had  not  increased  from  this  cause  par- 
ticularly, ahd  he  engaged  to  shew,  unless 
the  directors  came  forward  in  this  affair, 
that  it  was  owing  to  a  cause  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent nature.  He  was  resolved,  at  least 
as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  to  lis  responsi- 
bility where  it  ought  to  attach,  and  this 
was  the  great  object  which  he  had  in  view, 
in  the  efforts  which  be  made,  and  was  in- 
clined to  make,  on  this  subject.  The  hon. 
gent,  concluded  by  moving,  "  That  there 
be  laid  before  the  house  a  copy  of  the  let- 
ter from  the  right  hon.  Henry  Dundas,  now 
lord  viscount  Melville,  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Bait-India  Company,  dated  the  30t& 
of  June,  1301." 

Mr.  ifatlact  said,  he  had  no  objection 
to  the  production  of  the  letter  now  called 
for,  but  at  the  same  time  he  wished  it  to 
he  understood  that  in  acceding  to  this  he 
did  not  by  any  means  accede  to  the  pro- 
priety and  truth  of  the  observations  of  the 
hon.  gent,  who  had  made  the  motion,  or 
to  any  future  motions  or  opinions  that 
might,  by  him,  be  founded  upon  it.  This 
also  he  must  say,  that  the  hon.  gentohad 
not  acted  altogether  with  strict  fairness,  in 
making  his  motion  so  early,  and  prefacing 
it  with  so  many  remarks,  which  would  have 
been  more  properly  introduced  when  those 
were  present  who  might  be  able,  from  the 
situations  they  held,  to  meet  them  in  a. 
clear  and  proper  manner.  The  hon.  gent, 
had  adverted  to  the  cause  of  the  increase 
of  the  debt,  mid  touched  upon  one  argu- 
ment against  lino,  which  iie  wished  to  an- 
ticipate. He  was  correct  in  supposing 
that  war  would  be  altedged  as  the  great 
cause  of  the  increase  of  the  India  Debt, 
and  he  had  at)  doubt  that  when  the  subject 
came  to  be  investigated,  this  would  be 
proved  to  be  the  real  state  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Paull  wished  to  say  one  word  itt 
reply.  He  had  come  early  to  the  house, 
and  had  certainly  waited  a  reasonable  time 
for  those  who  might  be  best  informed  upon, 
and  most  interested  in  this  business.  It 
was  not  his  wish  to  take  the  house,  or  any 
person  in  it,  By  surprise ;  but  he  had  a 
most  important  object  in  view,  and  was 
convinced  that  delay  would  be  highly  pre- 
judicial to  the  interests  of  the  country.  If 
there  was  a  cause  of  the  debt,  foreign  lo 
the  war  in  which  India  had  been  engaged, 
and  if  by  this  cause  the  put-lie  had  been 
deprived  of  the  benefit';  that  might  result 
from  the  performance  of  the  conditions  of 
the   Last-India  Company's  charter,  it   was 
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high  time  the  business  should  be  investi- 
gated, and  that  no  delay  should  take  place, 
beyond  what  was  absolutely  necessary  from 
the  nature  of  the  thing  itself.— The  mo- 
tion was  then  put  and  agreed  to.  After 
which  the  hon.  gent,  gave  notice,  that  ou 
Tuesday  setanight  he  would  move  for  a 
select  committee  to  enquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  alarming  increase  of  the 
dfebt  of  the  East-India  company,  and  of 
their  failure  to  perform  the  conditions, 
terms,  and  stipulations,  contained  in  their 
charter. 

[AemY  Estimates.]  The  Secretary  at 
War  presented  estimates  of  the  expences 
of  the  army  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
on  the  continent,  and  the  colonies,  of 

g tarda  and  garrisons,  militia  forces,  &c. 
r  three  months,  from  25th  Dec.  1305. 
The  right  hon.  genu  in  giving  notice 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  move  these  es- 
timates on  Friday,  thought  it  necessary  to 
state,  that  he  brought  them  before  the 
bouse  in  consequence  of  the  total  exhaus- 
tion of  the  funds  granted  last  year  for  the 
artay  estimates,  by  which  an  immediate 
provision  was  required  for  the  current  ser- 
vice. Re  had  framed  them  on  the  scale 
of  the  last  year,  and  the  short  period  of 
three  months,  in  order  that  the  new  ad- 
ministration might  have  an  early  opportu- 
nity of  reconsidering  them  and  making  any 
alteration  they  might  think  proper.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  trusted  there  could 
be  no  objection  to  his.  moving  them  on 
Friday. 


HOUSE  OF    LORDS. 

Friday,  January  31 . 

[Continental  War.]  Lord  Mufgraxc 
Cbseired,  that  in  reference  to  what  he  had 
stated  on  a  former  evening,  he  should  have, 
tJy  command  of  his  majesty,  to  lay  before 
the  house,  on  Monday  next,  some  addi- 
tional papers  and  documents,  relative  to 
the  treaties,  copies  of  which  he  laid  on 
the  table  last  Tuesday.  Of  these,  the 
pHnts  were  ready  for  delivery.  When  the 
additional  documents  should  be  before  the 
house,  he  should  have  to  trouble  their 
lordships  with  some  observations  respect- 
ing the  nature  and  effect  of  those  treaties, 
and  the  reasons  for  the  farther  communi- 
cation of  papers  to  the  extent  to  which 
they  should  be  laid  before  the  house,  and 
why  a  farther  selection  of  papers  was 
deemed  unnecessary.  He  hoped  what  he 
then  said  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  a 


full  attendance  of  their  lordships,  tt 
consideration  of  what  he  should  subqj 
After  some  routine  business  was  ti 
the  noble  lord  again  rose,  and  stated, 
further  consideration,  he  thought  it 
be  proper,  in  order  to  insure  a 
tendance  for  the  discussion  of  a  subjj 
such  public  magnitude  and  important 
have  their  lordships  summoned;  aq 
Tuesday  next  would  most  probably  b 
day  on  which  he  should  have  to  subdl 
considerations  to  which  he  alludoj 
should  move,  that  the  lords  be  sumjj 
for  Tuesday  next:  this,  on  the  qui 
being  put,  was  ordered  accordingly*  i 


HOUSE  OF   COMMOXS. 


Friday,  January  31  •  - 

[Minutes.]  Mr.  W.  Pole  present 
account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  orda 
which  had  not  been  provided  for  bj 
liament,  and  an  estimate  of  the  pro 
events  of  that  department  for  a  certa| 
riod.  The  hon.  member  observed^ 
his  motive  in  bringing  forward  this  ad 
was,  in  order  that  the  department  tof 
it  referred  should  experience  no  obi 
tion,  but  that  the  treasury  should  fai 
abled  to  issue  the  sums  necessary  I 
supply,  until  the  new  administration  a] 
be  arranged,  and  prepared  to  bring  fofl 
the  ordnance  estimates  for  the  year.i 
account,  &c.  was  ordered  to  lie  on  ^ 
ble,  and  the  hon.  gent,  gave  notice,  t| 
would  on  Monday  next,  in  the  comri 
of  supply,  move  the  grants  required** 
Alexander  brought  up  the  report  4 
committee  of  ways  and  means;  tig 
solutions  of  which  were  read  and  m 
to,  and  bills  ordered  Xo  be  brought;] 
cordingly. — Lord  Stopford  appeared^ 
bar,  and  stated  that  his  majesty  hadj 
waited  upon  with  the  addresses  oj 
house,  relative  to  the  erection  of  a  qjj 
ment  to  lord  Nelson,  at  St.  Paul's;  g 
erection  of  monuments  to  captainajj 
and  Cooke ;  the  interment  of  the 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  &c.  and  that  his 
graciously  pleased  to  express  nisi 
to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the 
Mr.  Huskisson  presented,  a  "  List 
countants  in  respect  of  whom  the 
tion  of  any  process  hath  been  ami 
suspended,  or  prevented,  by  ant 
his  majesty,  within  the  year  preoadi 
commencement  of  the  present  a 
parliament/' — Mr.  Keene  moved 
pies  or  extracts  of  the  proceedings 
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rhwf  governor  and  council  of  India,  re- 
flecting ihe  several  claims  oi"  individuals 
Upon  the  late  and  present  nabob  of  Oude, 
together  with  a  report  of  the  proceeding* 
of  the  eonrt  of  directors  upun  the  snme 
subject."  Ordered. —  Mr.  S.  Hourne  rose 
to  move  the  readiug  of  the  order  for  a 
ballot  upon  the  subject  of  the  petition 
which  related  to  the  last  Middlesex  elec- 
tion ;  with  a  view,  he  said,  to  follow  it  up 
by  a  motion,  that  thai  order  should  be  dis- 
eb.arp"d,  and  the  ballot  postponed  to  ano- 
ther dav-  The  bon.  member  stated,  that 
is  it  did  not  appear  probable  that  the  num. 
ber  required  for  a  ballot,  would  iti  the  pre- 
*enl  circumstances  attend  on  t'riday  next; 
and,  as  in  case  of  their  non-attendance, 
adjournment  would  of  course  take  place, 
which  would  produce  a  delav  attended  with 
much  inconvenience  to  the  public  business; 
:t  was  therefore  his  wish  to  lix  the  ballot 
for  1'ridav,  when  the  attendance  of  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  members  was  more  like- 
ly. The  lion,  member  thought  it  unue- 
sary  to  give  any  previous  notice  of  this 
limit*  as  neither  of  the  parties  imnu-di- 
ly  interested  had  miv  objection  to  the  pro- 
ed  postponement.  The  Speaker  appre- 
ided  that  previous  notice  of  such  a  mo- 
ought  to  be  given,  even  though  both 
parlies    concerned    were    disposed    to 


3the 


itself.     Tor  the 


bouse  should    not  he  taken   by  surprise. 
Agreeably  to  this  sbggesttcw,  Mr.  5,  Bourne 

gave  notice  of  his  inonou  lor  MonUv  next. 
[Irish  Poi-l-lviiun  i'<u,l.]  Ht.Jamei 
nhgtraid  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move 
for  iuave  to  Lc  ing  in  a  mil  lor  the  purpose 
of  asceitaimiig  the  population  oi  Ireland. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  expressed  his  wish  to 
assimilate  the  law;  and  regulations  of  Ire- 
land to  those  of  tliis  country,  us  tut  as  it 
»a;  i'lst  and  expedient.  To  the  speaker 
he  unserved  that  Ibis  part  of  the  united 
kingdom  was,  among  other  advantages,  in- 
debted for  a  measure  ot  a  similar  nature  ; 
and  he  was  happv  to  know  that  tin:  pro- 
position be  tils  about  to  submit  to  the 
KnM,  met  the  approbation  of  that  justly 
Kspected  personnel-.  It  must  indeed  be 
obvious  to  every  man  conversant  with  the 
subject,  that  to  ascertain  the  population 
of  a  countrv,  was  a  grand  desideratum,  in 
political  economy,  whether  considered  with 
regard  to  its  physical  force,  its  Bgricultu- 
nl  produce,  or  its  financial  capacities.  It: 
*  rod,  the  right  hon.  gent,  observed, 
i  were  not  the  same  faciiitia-f  for  euu- 
ot.  VI. 


merating  the  population  that  were  to  be 
found  iu  this  country.     I'or,  in  that  part 
of  the  united  kingdom,  there  was  no  regit- 
registry  of  births  or  deaths.     Kesides, 
rewerenopoor-laivs;   through  the  over- 
seers and  others  employed  in  the  execu- 
tion of  which,  in  England,   means   were 
ily  bad  to  discover  the  number  of  the 
population.    Therefore,  to  remedy  this  iii- 
enience  with  regard  to  Ireland,  the 
right  lion,  gent,  proposed   to  introduce  a 
ie  into  ihi  bill,  authorising  the  magis- 
trates of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
with  the  advice  of  their  recorder,  and  the 
m^istrates  of  the   other    Irish    counties, 
aided   by   the  advice  of  the  assistant  bar- 
'"    ',  at  a  general  ijuarter  sessions,  to  ap- 
point one  or  in  on:  householder,  according 
necessity,  for   each   barony,   parish,  or 
:h  other  district  a3  might  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient, for  the  purpose  of  collecting  a  list 
of  the  inhabitants  of  such  districts,  the  ex- 
pence  arising  from  such  appointments,  &c. 
be  defrayed  by  the.  assessment   of  the 
(lid  juries  of  the  several  counties,  in  the 
ne  maimer   as  presentments  for  roads, 
.  are  now  provided  for.     The  right  hon. 
it.  stated  his  intention  to  move  that  the 
hill  should,  as  soon  as  it  was  brought  hi, 
be  read  a  first  time    and  printed.      He 
Id  then  let  it  stand  over  for  some  lime, 
rder  that  all  persons  concerned  should 
■  a  full  opportunity  of  examining  it, 
mid   ti'om   tlitLt    consideration,    lie    should 
move  the  second  rending  until  after 
the  Easter  recess, — The  motion  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  right  hou.  mover  was  appoint- 
ed, with  Mr.  G rattan  and  others,  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  bill, 

(Army   Estimates  ]     The  Secretary  at 
rur,  in  moving  that  the  house  should  re- 
live itself  into  a  committee  of  supply,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking   the  army  estimates 
into  consideration,  took   occasion   to   ob- 
'.,   that   he   hoped  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  the  proposed   mode   of  pro- 
ving, although  it  was  a  departure  from 
the  general  custom   with   regard   to  army 
.imates.     These  estimates  were,  usually, 
least  a  week  on   the  table,  before  any 
proposition  was  made  to  vote  them  in  the 
committee;    and  such   time    for    previous 
isideration   was    no    doubt  proper  and 
necessary,  upon  a  vote  of  such  magnitude. 
But  yet  in  this  case,  although  the  estimates 
were  hut  two  days  un  the  table,  he  trusted 
that    the    peculiar    circumstances    of   the 
country  would  reconcile  the  house  to  the 
course  he  meant  to  pursue.     When  the 
I 
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new  administration  was  arranged*  an  ad- 
journment for  a  fortnight  was  likely  to 
Jake  place,  and  if  the  estimates  be  had  the 
honour  to  present,  were  not  voted  pre- 
vious to  such  adjournment,  considerable 
embarrassment  would  arise  in  the  military 
department.  This  circumstance  would,  he 
had  no  doubt,  prevent  any  objection  to 
the  motions  he  proposed  to  submit;  such 
objection  there  would  be  the  less  inclina- 
tion  to  press,  when  it  was  understood  that 
the  estimates  on  the  table  reached  only  to 
the  24th  of  March  next,  and  were  formed 
on  the  same  scale  as  those  of  the  last 
year;  thus  it  was  left  open  for  those  who 
wore  to  succeed  to  the  administration  to 
make  up  the  military  arrangements  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year.  Upon  these  grounds 
he  trusted,  that  in  bringing  forward  the 
fupplies  in  the  way  he  had  described,  he 
should  stand  acquitted  in  the  judgment  of 
the  house  of  any  wish  to  intrude  himself, 
or  any  unnecessary  plan,  upon  their  con- 
sideration. If  any  precedent  were  wanted 
tojiiE'.ify  the  conduct  he  adopted,  he  could 
refer  to  the  act  of  one  of  his  predecessors, 
in  oftjee  (Mr.  Windham),  to  whose  very 
guporior  abilities  he  was  ready. to  pay  the 
utmost  deference.  That  right  hon.  gent, 
he  remembered,  in  the  year  1799,  laid  the 
army  estimates  on  the  table  on  the  1st  of 
Oct.  and  thev  were  voted  on  the  3d.  Thev 
were  on  his  proposition  adopted.  But,  in- 
dependently of  precedent,  he  was  persuad- 
ed that  the  urgency  of  the  present  circum- 
stances would  induce  the  house  to  accede 
to  hi*  motion. —/The  army  estimates  were 
then  referred  to  a  committee  of  supply, 
into  which  the  house  resolved. 

The  Secretary  at  War,  before  he  made 
any  motion,  observed,  that  on  recollec- 
tion he  had  forgot  to  state  to  the  com- 
jnitUe  that  there  was  some  addition  to  the 
scale  upon  which  the  estimates  for  last 
year  were  granted,  and  this  addition  was 
occasioned  by  the  augmentation  of  the  re- 
gular army ;  particularly  owing  to  the 
transfer  of  men  from  the  militia,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  act  of  last  sessions.  To  this 
addition  he, did  not  apprehend  that  any 
gent,  would  bo  disposed  to  object.  It 
would  Le  recollected,  that  if  any  part  of 
the  estimates  should  appear  to  be  over- 
fated,  a  proportionate  deduction  might  be 
jnade  in  the  estimates  to  be  brought  for- 
ward in  March.  The  right  hon.  gent,  con- 
cluded with  submitting  the  following 
resolutions;  which  were  acceded  to. — 
l*ti  134^73  effective  men,  including  com- 


missioned and  non-comniissioned  offii 
for  the  service  of  the  united  kingdom, 
on  the  continent,  tor  three  months,  £ 
the  25th  of  Dec.  to  the  24th  of  Ma 
both  inclusive.  2d,  1,193,105/.  for 
subsistence  of  this  force.  3d,  505,0 
for  the  use  of  our  troops,  &c.  in  the  f 
tations,  including  Gibraltar,  the  Med 
ranean,  Ceylon,  and  New  South  Wi 
4th,  647,584/.  for  the  subsistence,  on 
the  militia  of  the  united  kingdom,  an 
the  corps  of  miners  in  Devon  and  Corni 

Sir  John  Wrottesley  asked  whether 
allowance  to  the  volunteers  was  inch 
in  these  estimates ;  and  also  whether 
provision  was  made  for  the  clothiu 
any  of  that  body  r 

The  Secretary  at  War  answered  in 
negative.  The  estimate  respecting  tin 
lunteers  was  brought  forward  separ 
last  vear,  and  the  same  course  woul 
pursued  in  the  present.  The  provisio 
that  description  of  force,  was  not  sc 
gent  in  point  of  time,  as  any  of  tho 
which  the  votes  of  the  committee  rel 
No  doubt,  provision  would  be  madi 
the  volunteer  force  in  the  course  of  thi 
sion,  and  that  the  necessarv  allowanc 
clothing  would  be  iucluded  in  that  p 
sion. — The  house  resumed,  and  the  r» 
was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  on  Moi 


HOUSE   OF   COMMOXS. 

Saturday,  February  1. 

[Minutes.]  Mr.  Alexander broug 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  supp' 
the  army  estimates.  The  resolutions 
agreed  to, KfM.coA .-—-Mr,  Alexander bn 
i»  bills  for  continuing  for  one  year, 
the  expiration-  of  the  last  grant,  the 
duties  on  land,  malt,  &c.  The  bills 
read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  r 
second  time  on  Monday.— Lord  C 
reagh  presented  the  following  message 
his  majesty,  viz.  "  Geo.  R.  His  mi 
"  having  taken  into  his  royal  consider 
"  the  splendid  aud  unparalleled  act 
"  ments  of  the  late  vice-admiral  Ion 
'<  count  Nelson,  knt.  of  the  most  hoi 
"  der  of  the  Bath,  during  a  life  spa 
:<  the  service  of  his  country,  and  t 
"  nated  in  the  moment  of  victory 
"  glorious  death,  and  being  desiroj 
"  conferring  on  his  relict  lady  viscoq 
"  Nelson  a  net  annuity  of  2000/.  pa 
"  num  for  the  term  of  her  natural  Hi 
"  commends  it  to  his  faithful  commc 
"  consider  of  a  proper  met^o*}  of  em 
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"**ibr  beaettof  theatdiide  Ttscauates* 
~  KiAlul.  G.  R.""- — Lord  Castkteaga  pie- 
anted  toe  dftiimr  message  from  fc»  di. 
■si*.  via.  -  Geo.  H.  Il»  majesty  baring 
"  Mkea  im  as  roval  cuesidfalioa  the 
"  -jyl  and  import  mt  service  reriormed 

*  b?  Cafltert  lord  CoE»e»ood.  vice-ad- 
"  Mini  of  the  Woe,  in  the  ever-iaemor*- 
"  hie  lad  dnchtve  sitiutv  obtained  bv  the 

*  fc«  madmhc  a—iml  of  vx% -admiral 
*"  lord  iwoutl  Nekoci  am  the  combined 
"  *ftetl  of  France  and  Spain  on  Cape  Tm- 

-  Mgar,  m  the  month  of  Oct.  last;  and 
"  his  highly  meritorious  conduct  a  tier  the 
"action,  not  ontr  highly  honourable  to 
■banvtf,  but  grestly  beuericial  to  the 
b  uuted  kingdom ;  and  being  desirous 
"  ID  bestow  upon  the  said  Cuthbert  lord 
k  Col  dogwood  some  considerable  and  last- 
"  lag  mark  of  his  roral  favour,  as  a  tesli- 
"  many  of  bis  majesty's  approbation  of  ibe 
"  said  services;  and  for  this  purpose  to 
**  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  Cuthbert 
u  lord  Collingwood,  and  to  the  two  next 
P  -jtceeoing  heirs  male  o;  the  body  of  tbr 
f  said  Cullibert  lord  Colli  ngwood,  to  whom 
"*e  title  ol"  baron  Collingwoood  shall  de- 

*  Kend,  for  and  during  their  live',  a  net 
"annuity  of  2000/.  per  minimi;  bat  hi- 
"  matestv  not  having  it  in  his  power  l.< 
'■  grant  an  annuity  to  that  amount,  M  ti. 
"  extend  the  effect  of  the  said  grant  be- 
•vond  the  term  «f  his  own  li if,  recom- 
"  .aeuls  it  to  his  faithful  commons  to  coa- 
"  iider  ol  u  proper  method  ot  enabling  his 
'majesty  to  grant  the  siiuse,  and  ot  ex- 
"  lending,  securing,  ami  settling  such  an- 
■  miily  t-j  the  said  Cuthbert  lord  Colling- 
''  wood,  and  to  the  t"o  next  pen  ;-     i 


for  sreoring  to  the  sa>d  si:  Kkamrd 
Kasaoa  of  iCOtV.  per  ana. 
"  for  the  term  of  tus  natural  hie.'  G.  R.* 
Resolved,  that  the  boose  would  on  Mon- 
day neat,  resolre  itself  into  a  comsuttee 
ot  the  whole  boose,  on  the-said  messages. 
— Lord  Castleseaga  gave  not;ee.  that"  be 
woald  on  Vonday  move  <n  address  to  his 
msiesty.  for  the  erection  of  a  iranwmi  M 
to  the  memorv  of  tee  late  marquis  Com- 
■atts. 

[Arums  or  Is-pi*.]  Mr.  JtVbce 
rose,  to  move  for  the  production  of  cer» 
tana  papers  referring  to  a  subject  which, 
an  boa.  gent.  (Mr.  Paull)  had  thought 
praprr  to  bring  under  the  consideration 
of  the  bouse.  These  papers,  the  ton. 
rent,  stated,  «ere  necessary  fully  to  eui- 
d.iate  the  different  questions  to  which  an 
hon.  sent.  (Mr.  Francis)  had  alluded  in 
the  course  of  the  last  sessions.  Ttiey  re- 
ferred principally  to  those  treaties  and 
transactions  in  India,  upon  which  it  was 
endeavoured  to  inculpate  the  character  of 
the  noble  marquis  (tt'elleslev)  wtiu  lately 
presided  over  tbc  government  of  that  coun- 
try. To  repel  the  charges  against  that  no- 
ble marquis,  and  to  enable  the  house  com- 
pleter) to  understand,  and  satisfactorily  to 
determine  upon  the  whole  of  the  transac- 
tions alluded   to,   the  papers  he  meant   to 
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the    title 


nail  d. 

■  be  [bought  most  effectual  for  the  benefit 
"  »f  the  said  Outlibert  lord  Colli  iigwood 
"  »ud  his  family.  G.  R." — Lord  Castle- 
reagh  presented- also,  the  following  mes- 
ial from  his  majesty,  vi/,  "Geo.  H. 
"  His  majesty  being  desirous  ot  ■  oufcrring 
*  a  signal  mark  of  h:s  favour  and  appro- 
"  nation  on  rear-admiral  sir  |{;rbard 
"Strachan,  bart.  in  cor-.spq'ii'r.oe  of  the 
11  eminent  services  rendered  by  him,  in  the 
"capture  of  a  French  squadron  in  the 
"month  of  Nov.  last,  and  of  the  valour 
"and  skill  displayed  1  \  him  on  that  occa- 
"sion,  recommends  >i  i"  his  faithful  com- 
"Mtts  to  enable  liU  majesty  to  make  pro- 


hon,  gent,  concluded  with  n 
urotluction  of  '■  extracts  ot  the  letters  ad- 
dressed bv  the  governor-general  in  coun- 
cil or>  the"  28th  of  August,  1786,  to  tbc 
court  ol  directors,  on  the  subject  of  ths 
troops  employed  by  the  nabob  of  OuJe, 
\-c.  together  with  a  copy  of  the  answer 
of  the  directors  to  the  said  tetter  in  tho 
ywr  its;." 

Mr.  Paitll  I'.vjinsscd  h:-  surprise  and  dis- 
tBt^&ctton  that  such  deUv  stiould  have 
rrcd  in  bringing  forward  the  papers 
:h  had  been  some  time  since  ordered, 
pursuant  to  Ins  motion,  and  wished  tu 
kiiijvv  from  the  hon.  gent,  why  such  delay 
had  occurred  ? 

Mr.  Wallace  replied,  that,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  orders  alluded  to,  which 
lelt  to  the  board  of  controul  a  discretion 
of  considering  which  of  the  pipers  the. 
lion.  gent,  moved  for  could  be  produced, 
consistently  with  the  interest  of  the  public 
service,  that  board  had  taken  the  subject 
into  their  serious  consideration,  and  as 
soon  as  their  decision  could  he  formed, 
the  orders  uf  th«  tiouie  would  bu  complied 
with. 
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JVIr.  Pju/Z  observed,  that  the  papers  he 
had  moved  for  were  so  essential  to  the  ends 
of  justice,  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
nabob  of  Oude,  that  he  thought  it  incum- 
bent on  the  board  of  controul  to  come  for- 
ward and  state  the  reasons  why  they  de- 
clined to  lay  them  before  the  house. 

Mr*  Wallace  begged  the  hon,  gent,  to 
recollect,  that  the  papers  he  referred  to  had 
not  been  refused. 


Mr.  Wallace   moved  also  for  the  co-   dutv  bill  was  read  a  second  time  and 


pies  of  several  letters,  addressed  by  the 
residents  at  the  court  of  Oude,  &c.  to 
the  governor-general  in  couucil  j  the  let- 
ters of  governor  Duncan,  generals  St. 
Vincent  and  Craig,  &c.  from  the  year  1785 
to  that  of  1801 ,  together  with  the  political 
letters  of  lord  Cornwallis,  to  the  court  of 
directors,  during  the  several  years  of  his 
government  in  India. — These  motions  were 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wallace  then  mentioned,  that  as 
allusion  had  been  frequently  made  else- 
where to  a  letter  addressed  by  the  court 
of  directors  to  the  governor-general  and 
council  of  India,  for  the  purpose  of  an- 
nulling the  appointment  of  the  hon.  Henry 
Welieslcy  to  the  office  of  lieut.  general  of 
certain  provinces  which  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  our  dominion,  he  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  say  that  no  such  letter  had  ever 
been  sent  out.  Such  a  letter  had,  no  doubt, 
been  transmitted  by  the  court  of  directors 
to  the  board  of  controul  ;  but  that 
board  had  thought  proper  to  refuse  send- 
ing it  to  India,  and  returned  it  to  the  di- 
rectors, accompanied  by  a  letter  contain- 
ing the  reasons  of  that  refusal.  Drafts  ot 
the  original  letter  and  the  reply  it  was  his 
wish  to  have  laid  before  the  house,  in 
order  that  a  subject  which  had  been  much 
animadverted  upon  should  be  fully  under- 
stood. The  right  hon.  gent,  submitted  mo- 
tions accordingly,  which  were  agreed  to. 


Riding  petition,  conformably  to  which  le 
was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  ereet 
of  a  court-house,  for  the  better  accomi 
dation  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  I 
Riding* — On  the  motion  of  Mr*  S.  Boui 
a  new  writ  was  ordered  for  the  borougl 
Wendover,  in  the  room  of  the  right  fa 
Charles  Long,  who,  since  his  election, 
accepted  of  the  office  of  chief  secretary 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.— The  u 


HOUSE   OP   COMMONS, 

Monday,  February  3. 

[Minutes.]  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  S. 
Bourne  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking  in- 
to consideration  the  petition,  complaining 
of  an  undue  election  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  was  read  and  discharged,  and 
the  same  order  fixed  for  Friday  next. — 
Mr.  VV.  M.  Pitt  presented  a  petition  from 


.the  debtors  confined  in  the  gaol  of  Dorset, 
playing  for  relief.  Ordered  to  lie.  on  the 
table. — Mr.  II.  Lascelles  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  York  West- 1  marquis  Cornwallis  was  a  man  who* 


dered  to  be  committed  to-morrow.— 
pension,  office,  and  personal  estates  c 
bill  was  also  read  a  second  time  and  c« 
mitted  for  to-morrow.— On  the  motioi 
Mr.  W.  Pole,  the  house  went  into  a  a 
mittee  to  consider  further  of  the  suppl; 
be  granted  to  his  majesty.  To  this  cj 
uiitiee  was  also  referred  the  estimate  ] 
sented  on  Friday  last  of  the  sums  expi 
ed  by  the  board  of  ordnance,  and  not  ] 
vided  for  by  parliament.  Resolutions  % 
adopted  for  granting  such  sums  as  m 
cover  the  estimates;  and  the  house  ha 
resumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
ceived  to-morrow, 

[Monument  to  Marquis  CbftNW 
lis,}  Lord  Caxtlereagh,  in  rising  to 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  theftno 
of  which  he  had  given  notice  on  a  foi 
night,  declared,  that  no  ma»  was  a 
strongly  impressed  than  himself  wkh 
conviction,,  that  the  country  ought  nc 
be  called  upon  to  grant  the  highest 
nours  it  had  to  bestow,  unless  the  claw 
those  honours  was  clearly  and  distil 
made  out.  As  a  general  principlerit 
wise  and  prudent,  that  those  honourssb 
rather  be  given  in  the  contemplation 
some  splendid  and  signal  services,  W 
•admitted  of  no  dispute,  than  for  the  gen 
merits  of  a  life  mixed  with  political  ] 
ter,  about  which  there  might  be  a  j 
difference  of  opinion.  This  rule,  how* 
though -geueral,  was  by  no  means  univc 
Some  splendid  exceptions  had  occul 
and  cases,  which  were  not  to  be  eoni 
within  the  common  course  of  precede 
The  case  he  had  now  to  present  to 
consideration  of  the  house  was  not  a 
of  a  common  nature.  The  motion  oft 
to  make  was  respecting  the  honours-  w 
should  be  paid  to  the  memory  of  ft; 
who  had  something  in  his  character 
the  whole  of  his  conduct,  which  disaj 
all  party  feeling,  and  made  every  oqj 
clined  to  pay  him  the  tribute  of  public 
titude  and  of  individual  respect*   The 
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1<ms  wer«,  perhaps,  not  of  a  nature  suffi- 1 
ciemly  jplendid  to  distinguish  him  by  elo- 
quence in  tbe  sennit,  but  yet  his  career 
was  useful  and  brilliant.  Me  combined, 
with  the  prute-siou  al  knowledge  of  a  sol- 
dier, that  degree  of  political  judgment 
which  made  him  equally  serviceable  to  his 
Country  in  the  civil  aud  the  military  ca- 
pacity. To  speak  of  mm  »s  a  soldier,  a 
high  degree  of  praise  was  due  to  him.  No 
angle**  of  prosperity  or  good  fortune  was 
•ble  to  strip  him  of  the  virtues  of  gene- 
rosity, moderation,  and  forbearance,  for 
wiiidi  h«  was  so  eminently  distinguished; 
our  did  any  reverse  of  fortune  which  he 
encountered)  lower  his  professional  repu- 
tation, or  deprive  him  of  the  respect  even 
of  tits  enemies.  In  his  political  life,  he 
had  rendered  the  most  important  services 
to  his  country,  and  had  preserved  the 
same  exalted  character.  He  first  carried 
•iln  hiru  to  the  government  of  India, 
tsose  two  grand  principles  to  which  the 
jood  government  and  prosperity  of  those 
countries  must  be  principally  attributed. 
The  lirst  was,  giving  the  natives  a  fixed 
sod  certain  property  ID.  the  lauds  they 
Uvated,  and  the  secoud  was  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  stable  administration  ofji 
To  him  was  principally  comniitte 
Wuiageiuent  of  the  union  in  Ireland 
ilthough  this  was  a  subject  where 
knew  some  would  differ  from  him  i 
Binn,  he  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  he 
considered  it  as  one  of  the  most  essential 
wrvices  to  the  stale,  and  which  posterity 
nould  do  justice  to.  He  could  not  avoid 
reminding  the  house,  that  he  uhu 
eluded  the  peace  of  Amiens  ;  a  peace 
which,  ullhough  at  the  present  d.iy  many 
Blight  object  10,  wis  approved  by  parlii 
aieiit,  and  had  the  cordis!  concurrence  1 
tiiastif,  and  those  with  wiium  he  had  the 
honour  at  that  time  to  act.  Their  sue 
cessors  in  office  would  feel,  that  it  wai 
Ikis  peace  which  gave  them  the  means  o 
carrying  with  them  the  public  spirit,  am. 
tutiog  the  public  force,  to  meet  the  dii- 
acuities  in  which  this  country  was  now 
ffceed.  After  the  brilliant  successes  which 
bid  been  obtained  in  India,  under  the 
■intstration  of  the  marquis  of  Welli-sley,  It 
Ww  thought  that  it  would  be  useful  to  the 
COODtry  to  employ  the  talents  of  the  mar- 
tab  Cornwall!  s,  in  consolidating  those  pos- 
■WKMU  which  the  llrilish  arms  had  gained. 
Utbough  at  the  close  of  lite,  his  lordship, 
•i*  a  «cJf-devotuin  which  cannot  be  too 
■iffy  praised,  resolved  to  embark  for 
i 


whatever  place  in  which  he  could  be  most 
serviceable  to  his  country.  His  health  hod 
been  iu  a  declining  state  even  before  he  left 
Great  Britain,  and  he  soon  fell  a  victim  to 
the  climate  of  India.  It  was  worthy  of 
notice,  that,  within  a  very  short  space  of 
ime,  the  country  had  been,  by  the  hand 
if  Providence,  deprived  of  three'  of  its 
most  distinguished  characters,  He  thought 

Id  he  no  contempt  to  the  living  to 
say,    that   three    greater   characters,   than 

who  bad  so  lately  fallen,  could  not 
be  found  throughout  the  empire.  Con- 
nected as  he  was,  by  the  siucerest  friend- 
ship, with  the  marquis  Coniwallis  while  Le 
"  red,  and  knowing  better  than  most  gen- 
tlemen in  that  house  the  great  services  he 
had    rendered   the    country,  no   man   was 

bound  than  he  was  to  call  for  every 
honour  to  his  memory,  now  that  he  was  no 
more.  His  Inrdship  concluded  by  moving, 
"  that  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his 
majesty,  praying  that  he  would  be  graci- 
ously pleased  to  direct  that  a  public  mo- 
nument should  be  erected  in  the  cathedral 
church  of  St.  Haul,  to  the  memory  of 
Charles  marquis  ( lornwallis,  late  governor- 
general  of  Bengal,  in  memory  of  his  high) 
and  unblemished  character,  his  long  and 
cmiiunt  services,  and  his  unwearied  zeal 
and  devotion,  to  the  last  moments  of  hi* 
life,  in  the  cause  of  his  country." 

Mr.  Charles  Grant,  in  rising  to  second 
the  motion  made  by  the  noble  lord,  con- 
ceived himsell  pemliji'lv  qmslitied  to  speak 
to  the  merits  of  Ibe  noble  marquis  so  far 
as  they  respected  India.  From  his  per- 
gonal knowledge  of  that  country,  and  from 
his  residence  there  during  the  administra- 
tion of  that  lamented  nobleman,  he  was 
able  to  bear  testimony  to  the  happy  ef- 
fects of  the  regulations  he  had  introduced 
into  the  government  of  that  country-  There- 
gulatious  he  had  introduced  respecting 
property  were  of  the  highest  importance, 
aud  the  good  effects  they  had  produced 
would  amply  justify  any  encomium  that 
might  be  passed  on  that  subject.  It  had 
before  been  a  question  whether  property 
should  be  hereditary.  The  wise  policy, 
however,  that  guided  the  conduct  of  lord 
Cornwallis,  in  that,  as  in  every  other  in- 
stance, had  been  rendered  abundantly  ob- 
vious, by  the  effects  it  had  produced  on 
the  prospects  of  the  country. — After  a  va- 
riety of  observations,  which,  were  delivered 
in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  the  hon.  member 
declared  the  impossibility  of  doing  justice 
to  the  memory  of  that  great  man,  wbethar 
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in  respect  to  the  integrity,  the  ability,  or 
ardour,  he  had  uniformly  displayed  in  the 
service  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Francis.— The  motion,  sir,  which 
has  just  been  made  by  the  noble  lord, 
and  supported  with  great  propriety  by  the 
hon.  director  of  the  India  company,  wants 
no  seconding  of  mine  to  recommend  it. 
I  believe  it  is  as  much  in  unison  with  the 
judgement  and  feelings  of  every  man  in 
tli i&  House  and  in  the  nation,  as  it  is  with 
mine*  I  have  many  motives  for  wishing  to 
take  some  part  in  it.  One  of  tbem  has 
arisen  accidentally  from  a  passage  in  the 
noble  lord's  speech,  repeated  and  enforced 
by  the  hon.  director.  I  find  now,  though 
it  had  not  occurred  to  me  before,  that  I 
am  personally  indebted  to  the  memory  of 
the  noble  lord  whom  we  have  lost.  1 1  is  said, 
and,  I  doubt  not,  very  truly,  that  lord 
Cornwallis,  proceeding  on  a  principle  of 
benevolence,  whieh  in  my  mind  is  the 
essence  of  wisdom,  and  the  foundation  of 
national  prosperity,  made  it  his  first  care 
to>  protect  the  people,  whom  fortune  or 
Providence  has  placed  under  our  dominion. 
Let  our  right  be  what  it  may,  1  am  sure 
there  is  no  other  way  to  make  the  pos- 
session either  profitable  or  secure.  On 
this  principle  lord  Coruwallis  gave  to  the 
natives  of  Bengal  a  security  in  their 
landed  property ;  I  appeal  to  the  noble  lord, 
and  more  particularly  to  the  hon.  director, 
whether  this  is  not  the  very  plan  which 
I  proposed  in  1776*,  and  which  lord  Corn- 
wallis has  done  me  the  honour  to  adopt 
and  execute  ?  I  am  bound  to  be  grateful 
to  his  memory  for  the  honour  he  has  doue 
me*  In  stating  other  reasons  for  my  con- 
currence in  this  motion,  I  shall  confine  my 
view  to  the  Indian  theatre,  as  the  hon.  di- 
rector has  done.  I  know  it  best,  and  that, 
on,  this  ground,  lord  Cornwallis's  merits 
are  not  only  eminent  but  indisputable. 
Sir,  an  occupation  of  thirty  years  at  home 
and  abroad  in  the  service  of  India,  has 
given  me  a  claim  to  an  interest  in  any 
question  that  concerns  it.  He  who  has 
served  that  country,  as  lord  Cornwallis 
has>lone,  is  entitled,  on  that  score,  to  all 
the  return  that  I  can  make  him.  To  do 
him  honour  is  not  in  my  power.  But  it 
is  honourable  to  myself  to  contribute,  if 
I  can,  to  the  only  reward  that  can  now 
be  given  him.  But  I  am  specially  bound' 
to  it  by  another  tie.  Every  gentleman  in 
this  house  cannot  know  as  well  as  I  do, 
what  his  merit  was  in  undertaking  to  go 
to  India  at  so  advanced  a  period  of  bis  life. 


He  could  not  be  insensible  of  the  pp 
bility  there  was  that  he  might  never 
turn  to  England.  I  thought  it  a  certa 
He  saw  his  danger,  and  he  encounter* 
without  hesitation  for  the  public  gi 
It  was  a  danger  too,  which,  though -fa] 
yond  that  of  a  battle,  bad  no  prosper 
military  fame  to  recommend  it.— -AnC 
argument  arises  out  of  this  consideral 
The  merits  and  the  honour  of  lord  C 
wallis  are  not  within  the  reach  of  d 
nution ;  but  bis  fortune  has  not  been  e 
to  his  deserts.  It  has  not  been  bis  k 
die  where  his  gallant  mind  would  • 
led  him,  in  the  front  of  a  glorious  eo) 
with  the  enemies  of  his  country,  at 
head  of  a  successful  army,  and  in  thv  i 
of  victory.  Is  it  possible  to  doubt  tha 
who  risked  his  life,  for  a  most  meritoJ 
purpose,  but  without  the  hope  of  i 
would  not  gladly  have  resigned  it,  oi 
same  principle,  in  any  other  field,  in  H 
honour  might  have  been  obtained  ?  1 
good  fortune  was  denied  him.  It  ii 
duty  then  to  repair  and  fill  up  what 
wanting  in  the  measure  due  to  His  *' 
earned  character.  Let  the  gratittri 
his  country  accompany  his  name  i| 
descent  to  the  latest  posterity.  The  i 
sure  proposed  is  all  we  can  do,  and  I 
proud  of  having  some  share  in  it.      J 

Mr.  Windham  said,  that  with  all  hi 
spect  for  lord  Cornwallis,  notwithstai 
his  regret  for  his  loss,  and  his  firm  pei 
sion  of  the  many  virtues  that  he  posse 
he  still  very  much  doubted  whether  b^ 
entitled  to  such  honours  as  had  been< 
posed.  The  same  objection  occurrs 
him  that  he  had  stated  on  a  former  £ 
sion.  He  thought,  that  those  hoi 
should  principally  be  given  on  accop 
splendid  talents  employed  successfully, 
for  his  concluding  the  peace  of  Araiei 
could  not  be  expected,  that  he  should 4 
that  added  much  to  his  claim.  Altlj 
his  services  had  not  been  altogethj 
brilliant  as  those  of  some  men,  yet,  » 
he  considered  the  purity  of  his  mindj 
the  great  virtues  which  he  possess* 
should  not  in  this  particular  case  oj 
the  motion.  1 

Mr.  Wilbcrforce  expressed  htmsdl 
tremely  happy,  on  many  grounds, 
motion  had  been  brought  forward, 
gave  him  an  opportunity  of  expresi 
sentiments  of  gratitude  he  felt  for 
nent  services  of  the  noble  marquii 
felt  great  pleasure  in  hearing  the  'A 
lord,  and  the  hon*  director,  as  weli| 
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hoc.  member  opposite  to  him  (Mr.  Fran - 
(.ii,  woo  were  all  to  well  acquainted  with 
lain,  pay  such  unequivocal  tributes  of 
priije,  and  bear  such  ample  testimony  to 
his  great  deserts ;  but  be  was  desirous,  that 
thev  also,  who  were  cot  so  well  acquaint- 
t1  with  India  should  have  an  opportunity 
ct  expressing  their  opinions  and  their 
toebngs  in  favour  of  one,  whose  whole  life 
hut  been  devoted  to  the  service  of  his 
country.  If  we  looked  uacL  to  the  history 
of  any  country,  in  ancient  or  modern 
limes,  what  was  the  situation  of  the  dis- 
tant colonies  they  possessed  f  Too  often 
<■«  shall  find  the  unfortunate  people  groan- 
ing, end  miserable  under  the  weight  of  a 
frtfecn  of  tyranny,  oppression,  and  rapa- 
city, exercised  without  mercy  and  with- 
oat  bounds,  by  their  governors ;  for  the 
purpose,  in  the  first  place,  of  enriching 
ikexuaelves ;    and,   in   the  next,  of  provid- 

nguoifecb  more  as  would  purchase  them 
Kcurity   from  all  enquiry  at  home.     Bu 

tii  verv  different  from  those,  was  the  con 
duct  of  this  great  and  good  man,  who  hm 
British  laws  and  regulations  for  tin 
nty  ofpersonsaiid  property,  to  be  trans- 
id  into  the  bosom  of  India,  and  fos- 
snd  extended  to  its  must  distant 
who.  had,  while  there,  been  the  idol 
millions,  and  who  left  it  with  the  bles- 

ling   of  all   who   knew  his   name.     In  hi: 

tivil,   military,     and    diplomatic   capacitv 

he   bad.    ou  every   occasion,   evinced   tin 

Uiou  ardent  zeal  and  anxiety,  to  do  ser- 
ine to  his  country  ;    and  in  this  last  great 

*ct,  he  had  only  failed,  from  an    unioilii 

bite    diminution    and     decay    of     bodil 

strength.      In  all  his  former  transaction* 

le  had  been  crowned  with  success;  and,  if 

life  bad  been  allowed  him  now,   he  had 

doubt,    but   his   great   exertions,  and   the 

Lgh  estimation   his   character  W8 

sevedly  held  in  by  all   ranks  and  degrees 

«  the  people  of  India,   that  lie  would  hav 

•thieved  for   his  country  brighter  succet 

ks  and   more  extensive  advantages,   thai 

■bote  it  bad   already   to   boast  of.      Every 

actum  of    the   noble    marquis   seemed    to 

W*e  been  so  connected  with  the  happil 

of  the  people,   that   it  had   produced   the 


bpp.es!  effect;  and  he  hoped  we  might, 
taiougb  his  example,  convince  the  millions 
fere,  who  are  subject  to  our  sway,  that  we 
Mabie,  and  willing  also,  to  rule  with  jus- 
Ut,  and  make  those  we  govern  happy, 
Ik  thanked  the  noble  lord,  therefore,  for 
(dm  brought  forward  this  motion,  which 
M,tei*id,  iiis  "armest  approbation, 


Mr.  O'Harx  said,  that  if  the  noble 
lord  had  confined  his  motion  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  noble  marqoia  in  India  alone, 
either  on  his  fust  or  second  visit,  or  to, 
both,  he  certainly  should  not  have  had  the 
smallest  objection  to  giving  his  vote  for 
any  honours  to  his  meotury  ;  but,  when  he 
brought  forward  other  subjects,  and  blend- 
ed  them  together,  as  he  had  now  done,  he 
uld  uot  but  suppose  that  he  must  awakea 
him,  and  many  more  hou.  members,  who 
bad  the  same  cause  to  feel  as  he  did,  the 
t  melancholy  and  painful  sensations. 
The  noble  lord  had  alluded  to  the  peace  of 
Amiens.  Tor  his  own  part,  he  could  see  no 
great  merit  in  that  transaction,  nor  any  be- 
nelit  accrningfromit  tolbecounirv,  iHjrhad 
he  ever  heard  oihersspeak  of  it  more  favour- 
ably than  as  an  act  of  necessity.  But  wliea 
he  went  further,  and  alluded  to  the  Union 
of  Ireland  with  this  eouutry,  he  could  by  no 
means  give  a  vote  for  funeral  honours  to  the 
memory  of  a  man,  who  had  had  so  princi- 
pal a  share  in  that  transaction,  which  he 
looked  on  as  mischievous  and  fatal  to  the 
interests  of  Ireland.  He  felt  this  the  more 
poignantly  and  deeply,  when  he  recollected 
that  the  people  of  that  country  had,  not 
long  before,  obtained  a  constitution,  which 
was  the  wish  and  pride  of  their  hearts; 
which  promised  to  make  them  a  prosper- 
ous, an  independent,  and  «  happy  people; 
and  which  had,  in  fact,  during  the  short 
lime  they  had  enjoyed  it,  done  more  than 
was  expected.  They  had,  since  the  union, 
experienced  a  vciv  dirierentsvstem  indeed ; 
a  system  the  very  reverse  of  what  he  had 
just  mentioned,  and  which  must,  erelong, 
if  thai  disastrous  measure  should  not  be 
rescinded  by  this  country,  prove,  from  its 
extreme  uxpeusivoiiess,  altogether  ruinous 
to  Ireland.  When  be  n  collected  also  the 
-ilianieiul  and  barefaced  corruption,  which 
was  openly  earned  on,  for  the  purpose  of 
Carrying  that  fatal  measure,  aitd  which 
reflected  the  greatest  disgrace  ou  the  jus- 
tice of  this  country,  and  called  to  mtnd 
the  high  part  the  marquis  Cornwallis  filled 
in  the  scene  of  that  transaction,  he  must 
oppose  the  motion,  and  thought  no  one 
could  fairly  blame  him. lor  objecting  to  it. 
Mr.  Hitt/dleitan  observed,  that  mar- 
quis Cornwallis  was  one  of  the  greatest 
characters,  as  appeared  to  him,  that  ever 
went  from  this  country  to  India;  indeed 
his  name  was  well  known,  and  greatly  ad- 
mired in  every  part  of  the  world.  He 
carried  with  him  to  India  that  for  which 
his  panic  will  never  be  forgotten,  a  tav« 
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And  a  due  administration  of  perfect  justice, 
including  moderation.  With  absolute 
power,  he  was  rigid  in  the  dispensation  of 
justice,  but  never  lost  sight  of  humanity. 
lie  gave  an  instance  of  the  rigid  justice 
and  integrity  of  the  noble  marquis  towards 
Tippoo  Sultan,  who  had  sent  a  large  sum 
of  money  which  he  thought  would  detach 
ua  from  those  with  whom  we  were  united, 
and  the  money  was  sent  back  to  him  in  a 
manner  worthy  the  dignity  of  the  British 
empire,  because  it  should  not  be  said  that 
we  deserted  our  allies.  In  a  word,  lord 
Cornwallis  had  laid  down  a  system  in  In- 
dia which,  as  it  was  the  interest  of  this 
country,  so  he  hoped  it  would  be  the  prac- 
tice of  its  representatives  there,  to  follow. 
lie  bad,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  the 
greatest  of  all  satisfactions  in  assenting  to 
the  motion  now  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Princcp  said,  he  should  have  con- 
tented himself  with  giving  a  silent  vote  on 
this  motion,  had  it  not  been  for  the  ob- 
servations which  had  fallen  from  some 
members  who  had  taken  part  in  this  de- 
bate, who  had  doubted  the  propriety  of 
the  measure  now  proposed ;  these  observa- 
tions called  upon  him  as  a  public  man  to 
give  his  opinion,  as  well  as  his  vote  upon 
the  question ;  he  considered  the  marquis 
Cornwallis  as  great  a  man  as  any  this  coun- 
try ever  possessed.  He  admired  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  bad  acted  as  a  public  cha- 
racter, and  particularly  the  mode  he  had 
succeeded  in  introducing  in  India,  for  re- 
gulating the  security  of  property.  He 
bad  much  opportunity  of  experiencing  the 
effect  of  the  conduct  of  the  noble  marquis, 
and  he  could  not  now  help  expressing  these 
sentiments  as  a  tribute  to  his  memory, 

1  Mr.  For  said,  he  heartilv  concurred  in 
the  motion  now  before  the  house  ;  but  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  express  the  ground 
on  which  he  did  it,  because  he  should  have 
given  his  vote  on  a  former  occasion  in  like 
manner,  had  it  been  proposed  at  the  time 
the  vote  was  agreed  to  on  the  memory  of 
Mr.  Pitt.  This  was  a  testimony  to  the 
general  merit  of  the  noble  marquis,  and 
not  on  any  particular  part  of  his  political 
life,  however  proper  that  might  be;  and 
he  would  observe  also,  that  he  agreed  to 
this  motion  with  the  more  satisfaction,  be- 
cause the  words  "  excellent  statesman/' 
were  not  in  it.  On  that  ground,  he  beg- 
ged his  vote  to  be  considered  to  be  given, 
and  that  even,  notwithstanding  what  had 
been  said  by  an  hon.  gent,  behind  him  on 
the  subject  of  the   act  of  union;   for  in 


considering  that  act,  with  all  the  cite 
stances  attending  it,  he  thought  it  to  be 
of  the  most  disgraceful  that  ever  hap] 
ed  to. that  country.  The  motion  was  1 
put,  and  carried. 

[Payment  of   Mr.   Pitt's    Dei 
Mr.  Cartwtight  stated,  that  in  the  md 
he  had  to  submit  to  the  house,  he  si* 
follow  the  example  that  was  set  on 
occasion  of  a  former  motion,  and  st 
ously  abstain  from  any  topic  that  migl 
likely  to  produce  a  difference  of  opin 
and  to  inBure  this  the  more  effectual]] 
would,  as  had  been  done  before,  adhei 
the  precedent  found  upon  the  journal 
the  instance  of  the  late  carl  of  Chat! 
He   thought,   however,   that  he  did 
swerve  from  his  purpose,  in  avowing, 
he  considered  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt  a  g 
national  loss ;  and  this  opinion  was 
tainly  supported  by  the  general  sens 
the  people  of  this  kingdom.     In  ma 
his  motion,  therefore,  he  only  submittc 
the  house,  what  he  thought  a  testimon 
the  general  estimation  in  which  that 
al ted  character  was  held.     He  was  fn 
confess,  that  if  he  could  bring  himse 
think,  that  the  vote  he  undertook  to 
pose,  would,  in  the  smallest  degree,  de 
from  the  fame  of  that  great  man,  he  sh 
never  have  ottered  it  to  their  consic 
tion;  but  Seeing,  as  he  did,  that  a  sii 
vote  did  not,  by  any  means,  diminish 
character  of  lord  Chatham,  or  thai 
dying  in  debt  had,  in  the  least,  sunk  hi 
estimation,  he  did  not  conceive,  hon 
same  circumstances  could  have  a  diffi 
effect  upon  the  memory  of  his  son.    \ 
the   house  called   to  mind,  that,  fo 
years  of  Mr.  Pitt's  life,  his  attention 
wholly  occupied  in  the  dibcharge  of  p 
duties,  having  no  other  subsistence  fo 
support  ot  his  station,  but  the  salar 
his  orlices ;  and  that,  with  the  exce 
of  the  Cinque  Ports,  he  rejected  al! 
emoluments  which  might  have  been  w 
quently  within  his  reach,  they  must  b 
pressed   with  a  thorough  conviction, 
his  poverty  was  the  best  proof  that  < 
be  given  of  his  virtue.     In  the  inve 
tion  of  his  conduct,  which  took  plao 
committee   last  year,  the  gentlemen 
composed  it,  as  well  as  the  whole  hoi 
commons,  acquitted  him  of  all- blame 
acknowledged,  that  he  came  from  tl 
quiry  with  unsullied  hands.     This  vo 
said,  was  not  meant  to  operate  as  a 
tnon  precedent  for  discharging  the  de 
miuisiers,  nor.  was  it  brought  foiwai 
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1  common  purpose.  It  was  generally. 
lot  universally  admitted,  tliat   Mr.  Pitt 

I  the  main  instrument  of  saving  the 
mtry  from  that  anarchy   with   which  it 

>  at  one  time  threatened.  Further 
i,  this  great  man  had  done  more  for  tbe 
■motion  of  public  credit,  and  the  im- 
>vetnent  of  the  finances,  than  any  other 
lister  recorded  in  our  history.  N'ot- 
hstanriing  the  difficulties  we  had  to  en- 
niter,  notwithstanding  the  calamities 
t  had  befallen  Europe,  he  had  raised  the 
mtry  to  a  pitch  of  prosperity,  of  which 

world  did  not  'afford  an  example. 
len,  therefore,  he  called  upon  the  house 
pass  the  vote  he  meant  to  propose,  it 
ild  be  felt,  that  he  made  the  claim  for 
Win  entitled  to  this  mark  of  the  grati- 
e  of  the  country  ;  and  HOtmtlwUndiag 

adverse  opinions  that  some  political 
a  might  entertain,  he  was  sure  he  asked 
at  a  man  possessing  in  the  fullest  sense, 
esteem  and  approbation  of  his  coun- 
,  w;..u h  would  not  fail  to  sanction  Che 
e  with  its  most  hearty  acclamation  and 
earrence.  With  respect  to  the  sum 
ch  would  be  necessary,  it  was  found 
lbs  fullest  investigation,  that  40,000/. 
ild  be  sufficient  to  cover  the  whole  of 
tfebts.  When  that  sum  was  compared 
h  what  the  nation  paid  for  the  late  lord 
itham,  and  when  the  difference  of  the 
es,  and  the  increased  value  of  all  arti- 
i  of  consumption  were  considered,  it 
ild  be  found,  that  the  country  was  not 
v  called  upon  to  do  more,  than  it  did 
a.  He  should  therefore  move,  "that 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
jestv,  to  represent  to  his  majesty,  thai 
i  bouse,  having  received  information 
1,  mi  the  death  of  the  late  right  hon. 
ilium  Pitt,  he  left  debts  to  a  cousidera- 
amount,  for  the  payment  of  whii.li  bis 
jperty  has  been  found  insufficient,  and 
ug  desirous  to  shew  every  testimony  of 
ir  esteem  and  respect  for  the  memory  of 
'  said  righthon.  William  Pitt,  most  1mm- 
beseech  his  majesty  to  advance  a  sum, 
:  exceeding  4-0,01  >0/.  towards  the  payment 
tbe  satd  debts,  and  to  assure  his  majesty 
,t  this  house  will  make  good  the  same." 
Mr.  Boot  it  rose  to  second  the  motion, 
seized  this  as  the  last  opportunity  the 
■e  would  have,  of  shewing  ita  respect 
tbe  illustrious  character,  which  was  bo 
ch  entitled  to  the  gratitude  and  venera- 

>  of  the  country ;  and  he  was  sure  the 

I I  would  go  with  him  in  paying  a  just 
:im*in*  to  worth  so  great,  talents  sn 
r»t.  VI. 
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transcen  riant,  and  services  so  extraordi- 
nary. The  debts  which  were  to  be  dis- 
charged, were  contracted  while  the  great 
man  who  was  no  more,  was  in  the  public 
service,  and  wholly  devoted  to  his  official 
duties;  it  was  therefore  the  duty  of  the 
country  to  discharge  them.  The  country 
was  tbe  more  called  upon,  as  the  illustrious 
person,  as  soon  as  he  retired  from  office, 
adopted  a  system  of  retrenchment  for  tbe 
purpose  of  enabling  him  to  reduce  them 
by  the  produce  of  his  economy.  For  this 
purpose  he  sold  one  of  his  country  places, 
and  this  system  of  economy  he  continued 
alter  he  reto rues'  to  office.  The  hon.  gent, 
said,  he  would  not  be  the  advocate  of  ex- 
travagance. He  challenged  any  man  to 
sny,  on  looking  over  the  list  of  these  debts, 
that  any  one  of  the  items  could  be  consi- 
dered as  extravagant.  He  trusted  that  as 
no  one  ground  on  which  tbe  motion  was 
founded  could  be  denied,  and  as  these 
grounds  were  amply  sufficient  to  warrant 
the  motion,  the  vote  would  be  unanimous. 
And  he  was  the  more  warranted  in  this 
hope,  as  there  was  no  point  of  political  dis- 
sension comprehended  in  the  motion.  One 
or  two  arguments  might  perhaps  be  urged 
against  the  motion.  Some  might  think  it 
would  have  been  better  to  have  paid  these 
debts  by  means  of  a  subscription;  others 
might  be  fearful  that  this  example  would 
afford  a  precedent  for  less  Warrantable 
claims  upon  the  public.  With  respect  to 
the  first  of  these  objections,  the  only  ques- 
tion was,  whether  the  debts  should  be  dis- 
charged by  the  nation  collectively,,  or  by 
the  individuals  of  whom  the  nation  was 
composed,  and  it  would  be  unjust  to  de- 
prive the  nation  of  the  preference.  With 
respect  to  the  second  objection,  this  was 
but  the  second  instance  of  such  an  appli- 
cation J  and  he  trusted  this  vote  would 
meet  the  same  unanimous  concurrence  as 
that  passed  011  account  of  the  late  lord 
Chatham.  It  was  right  that  parliament 
should  be  jealous  in  cases  like  this,  but 
that  jealousy  should  not  stand  in  the  way 
of  the  just  claims  of  distinguished  merit. 
The  debt  was,  in  his  opiuiou,  the  debt  of 
the  couutry,  and  the  example  of  paying  it 
would  not  be  near  so  mischievous  as  the 
example  of  refusing  to  pay  it.  The  exam- 
ple would  not  hold  good  except  in  cases  of 
similar  merit.  The  greater  number  of  such 
cases  we  should  have,  the  better  it  would 
be  for  the  country  ;  aud  on  this  ground,  he 
trusted  that  this  instance  would  not  be 
singular.     He  trusted   that  no  ground    or 
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difference  of  opinion  would  be  found, 
and  that  therefore  the  vote  would  be  una- 
nimous. 

JYJr.  Windham  felt  satisfaction  in  think- 
ing, that  it  was  as  easy  to  concur  in  this 
vote,  as  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  agree  to 
that  which  was  proposed  a  few  nights  since. 
Every  thing  that  related  to  great  talents, 
long  services,  and  those  abilities  that  were 
ornaments  to  the  country,  demanded  and 
received  his  approbation.  The  present  mo- 
tion had  his  assent,  as  it  fell  within  the  di- 
stinction he  had  already  drawn  respecting 
public  honours  and  munificence.  It  called 
for  no  vote  of  approbation  in  favour  of  an 
individual  for  the  whole  of  a  long  and  va- 
ried course  of  public  measures  and  public 
conduct,  in  contradiction  to  the  opinions 
held  or  expressed  by  any  geutleman,  on 
various  occasions,  in  the  course  of  that 
public  career.  No  man  had  a  right  to  call 
on  another  for  any  approbation  of  that  na- 
ture, and  he  felt  that  every  man  so  at* 
tempted  to  be  called  upon,  had  an  un- 
doubted right  to  complain.  In  viewing 
the  character  of  the  deceased,  no  one  could 
ascribe  to  him  any  low  attachment  to  pe- 
cuniary gain;  his  mind  was  above  such 
considerations;  bis  conceptions  had  too 
much  grandeur  to  admit  of  any  thing  of 
that  kind.  He  did  not  think  that  any  dan- 
gerous precedent  was  set  by  this  measure.* 
If  these  debts  had  been  contracted  by  pro- 
fusion and  excess,  by  dissipation  and  vain 
luxuries,  they  might  admit  of  a  question. 
On  the  contrary,  they  were  contracted  by 
no  lavish  expenditure,  no  useless  ostenta- 
tion. The  great  character  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
mind  was  too  sterling  to  descend  to  those 
means  of  prodigality;  and  he  even  neg- 
lected what,  in  these  times,  was  due  to  the 
situation  he  tilled.  He  had  an  entire  su- 
periority to  any  thing  of  the  nature  pf  af- 
fectation. His  salary  was  not  enough  to 
provide  the  indulgences  fit  for  his  station, 
and  the  consequence  was  seen  in  the  in- 
curring of  these  debts.  Insufficiency  of 
salary,  want  of  pecuniary  attention,  and 
the  necessary  impositions  to  which  he  was 
exposed,  must  have  combined  to  embar- 
rass his  affairs.  He  therefore  considered, 
that,  in  the  part  the  house  were  now  called 
upon  to  act,  they  were  not  indulging  them- 
selves in  an  improper  sentiment  of  libera- 
lity, nor  catching  at  any  transient  reputa- 
tion of  magnanimity,  nor  wasting  the  pub- 
lic money;  nor  should  he  think  that  the 
case,  even  were  they  to  make  some  provi- 
sion for  those  who  were  most  utar  and  dear 
to  the  <lerea«?ed. 


Mr.  G.  Ponsonby,  on  a  former  moli 
respecting  the  late  chancellor  of  the  l 
chequer,  felt  much  reluctance  in  opposi 
the  vote.  He  felt  as  much  satisfaction 
supporting  this  motion.  This  was  I 
paying  the  debt  of  Mr.  Pitt,  it  was  payi 
the  debt  of  the  public  For  twenty  y# 
Mr.  Pitt  had  been  first  minister  of  t 
country,  aud  that  house  had  supported  1 
in  the  ministry ;  but  for  the  same  20  yef 
it  had  allowed  him  too  little  for  his  mi 
tenance ;  and  when  he  was  told,  that  tb 
were  40,000/.  to  be  discharged,  he  i 
astonished  the  amount  was  so  little. 
he  differed  much  from  the  deceased  io-j 
litics,  it  was  always  without  rancour* 
was  always  just  to  his  great  qualities:  1 
he  was  particularly  so,  and  at  the  si 
time  indulgent  to  his  weaknesses. 

Lord  Folkestone  said  :  Mr.  speaker,  I 
not  very  well  know  on  what  ground 
hon.  mover  rests  his  claim,  to  our  an 
to  the  motion  now  before  the  house* 
one   part  of  his   speech,    he  seemed 
me  to  rest  upon  the  ground  of  public 
rits.     Now,  sir,  if  he  does  so*   on  t 
ground  1  cannot  assent  to  it,  because  Uj 
public  merits  I  do  not  acknowlege  j  as 
am  glad  to  take  this  opportunity  of  stal 
explicidy,  that  I  have  no  share  in  the  m 
lately  given  to  gentlemen  on  this  side  oi 
house.  The  other  day,  an  hon.  membei 
Yorkshire  gave  great  commendation  to 
for  the  candour  in  acknowledging,  ai 
said  we  did,  the  public  services,  the  g 
talents,  and  the  disinterestedness  of 
Pitt.    To  that  commendation  I  have 
share.     The  public  services  of  Mr.  Pi 
deny.    His  great  talents  I  do  not  td 
His  public  disinterestedness  I  do  not  ad 
his  private  disinterestedness  1  certain]; 
admit.    The  necessity  which  has  ca 
for  the  motion  now  in  your  hand,  . 
proves  it :  but  we  did  not  want  that  pi 
We  all  know  that  Mr.  Pitt  held  but , 
place  of  emolument,  except  those  w! 
were  accompanied   with  great  public 
bour ;  and  we  all  know  that  fpr  many  y 
of  his  administration  he  had  but  that  I 
and,  I  dare  say,  every  gentleman  rf 
lects  the  manner  in  which  that  was 
stowed  upon  him,  equally  honourabl 
the  giver  as  to  the  receiver,  and  formi 
remarkable  and  glaring  contrast  with  tbi 
which  it  has  been  lately  bestowed.  ' 
these  grounds,  therefore,  of  private  w 
and  private  merit,  and  not  at  all  on  the  t 
of  public  service,  do  I  agree  to  the 
lion  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Admiral  llenct/t  if  he  had  been  prf 


d  on,  consistently  with  the  opinion  he 
expressed  on  the  former  night,  not  to 
an  unlimited  concurrence  to  the  pre- 
morion.  It  was  impossible  for  him, 
ting  as  he  did,  and  had  always  done,  ol 
:onduct  of  the  right  hou.  gent,  to  vote 
i  unqualified  manner  in  support  of  the 
on.  As  to  the  disinterestedness  ot 
ight  hon.  gent.  he  entirely  agreed  in 
point  with  the  other  members  who  had 
en.  How  fur  the  country,  however, 
called  on  to  make  up  any  deficiency 
ie  rigbl  hon.  gent.'s  fortune,  roust  de- 
I  on  the  services  he  bad  rendered  the 
itry.  Jf  the  salary  was  not  adequate, 
lditional  burthen  must  he  imposed  on 
people.  This  he  was  averse  to  do  in 
t  like  the  present,  let  who  would  be 
(Bee.  Here,  however,  every  thing 
.  be  grounded  on  the  opinion  of  the 
ce»  performed,  and  the  gentleman  who 
ght  forward  the  motion,  even  declared 

as  the  express  reason  of  it.  If  so, 
could  they  call  on  him,  who  did  uot 
It  ibat  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  done 
service  to  the  stale,  lo  concur  in  the 
«u,    so  diametrically  opposite  to  his 

opinion  ?  He  was  aware  that  there 
rt  be  other  reasons  for  pressing  the 
lOaed  motion,  besides  the  ostensible 
While  they  seemed,  from  motives  ot 
tdtbip,  to  desire  that  every  mark  ot 
eel  mould  be  paid  to  the  memory  of 
r  departed  head,  whs  it  not  apparent 
those  very  gentlemen  were  indirectl) 
fine  in  the  hon.  member  :md  t'  <:  house 
ompliment  themselves  ?  lie  declared 
be  should  never  lie  induced,  either  di- 
ly  or  by  aside  wind,  so  to  libel  hmifell 
le  persons  who  had  acted  with  him,  as  to 

an  unqualified  vote  which  miyht  seem 
arrant  this  interference.  He  wished 
leak  with  respect  of  the  deceased,  but 
:n  he  heard  him  spoken  of  as  haviii] 
i  the  saviour  of  the  country  from  a 
;by, — [hear!    htar !    from    Mr.    Pitt" 


to  disrepute  persons  for  whom  he  had  ( 
highest  regard,  long  since  so  perfectly  j 
titled,  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  ' 
say  one  word  in  their  vindication 
"laroour  was  increased  to  lay  grounds  for 
inroads  upon  the  constitution  beyond  what 
it  had  at  any  other  time  suffered  These 
were  acts  which  he  could  not  acknowledge 
is  merits;  and  if  unaniroity  were  wished 
for  in  passing  the  motion,  ft  would  have 
been  wise  to  abstain  from  touching  on  such 
;t.  He  thought  it  a  degradation  to 
Mr.  Pitt's  high  talents  and  great  mind,  to 
ni  credit  for  him  for  exemption  from 
s,  that  would  have  debased  and  degrad- 
ed him  to  the  level  of  the  lowest  and  most 
depraved.  Was  it  to  be  held  out  as  virtue 
'  'm,  that  he  did  not  condescend  to  be- 
e  a  peculator?  that  he  did  not  enrich 
himself  by  becoming  a  plunderer  of  the 
public  purse?  He  believed  the  right  hon, 
jjent.  was  infinitely  above  such  conduct, 
iind,  if  he  agreed  in  the  vote,  it  was  not 
he  reasons  which  had  been  urged  by 
riends.  He  should  have  thought  that 
iiher  degraded  the  right  hon.  gent,  in 
taking  merit  to  him  from  such  circum- 
stances. He  should  llave  thought  the 
friends  of  the  right  hou,  gent,  would  have 
suited  his  honour  more  in  entering  into 
a  subscription  among  themselves  to  make 
up  the  deficiency  of  bis  fortune.  If  their 
exertions  had  uot  been  sufficient  for  the 
purpose,  he  declared  that  he  «ould  with 
jfeasure  have  contributed  whatever  might 
iave  been  required  from  him.  If  he 
thought  the  country  at  large  would  agree 
thinking  this  a  proper  mode  or  de- 
posing of  the  public  money,  be,  too,  would 
have  agreed  in  the  present  vote ;  as  he  did 
not  believe  that  would  be  the  public  opi- 
nion, he  did  not  think  himself  entitled  to 
support  the  motion* 

Mr.  Rase  disclaimed  all  idea  of  ascribing 
any  merit  to  the  late  minister  for  his  nut 
descending  to  the  practices  of  peculation  ; 


c 
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and  the  great  merit  he  attributed  to  his  la- 
mented friend  was,  that  he,  aided  by  the 
worth  and  private  virtue  of  his  sovereign, 
was  an  instrument  in  the  hand  of  Provi- 
dence, to  save  his  country  from  that  anar- 
chy with  which  it  was  threatened  and  sur- 
rounded.    He   felt  himself  bold  to   say, 
that  his  abstaining  from  deriving  any  pe- 
cuniary emoluments  from  the  ministerial 
advantages  he  possessed,  was*  not  his  only 
merit.     At  the  time  when  some  political 
circumstances  induced  that  great  mau  to 
retire  from  office,  a  great  sensation  was 
felt  iu  the  city  of  London,  on  accouut  of 
his  pecuniary  embarrassments ;  and,  at  a 
meeting  privately  held  for  that  purpose, 
some  gentlemen  had  come  to  a  resolution 
to  raise,  in  the  space  of  forty-eight  hours, 


thought  that  justice  to  the  memory  of  hi 

right  hon.  friend,  and  to  the  liberality  0 

the  house,  and  of  the  couutry,  indispensably 

required  the  present  mode  of  proceeding 

Mr.  Manning  said,  he  was  very  well  00c 

vinced  it  would  be  much'  more  difficult  1 

repress,  than  set  iu  motion  the  discbarg 

of  the  late  minister's  debts  amongst  tjj 

private  friends,  who  entertained  but  on 

opinion  as  to  the  value  of  his  public  s# 

vices,  and  considered  him  the  instrumei 

of  Providence  in  effecting  the  salvation  < 

his  country ;  but  he  was.  at  the  same  tim 

satisfied,   that  the  mode  now   propose 

would  be  the  most  acceptable  to  a  gre 

majority  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom 

He  bore  his  testimony  to  the  statemei 

made   by  Mr.   Rose,   that   in  ISO  I,  M 


the  sum  of  100,000/.  for  his  relief.     An   Pitt  resisted  the  proposition  then  made  f 
hon.  baronet,  who  was,  probably,  then  in  the  payment  of  his  debts.     He  said,  tJw 


the  house,  communicated  this  resolution 
to  him  (Mr.  Rose),  as  a  proper  person  to 
propose  it  to  his  deceased  friend,  in  the 
manner  most  likely  to  reconcile  him  to  it. 
He  did  so ;  and  he  solemnly  declared,  in 
the  presence  of  God,  that  the  answer  he 
received  from  Mr.  Pitt,  was: — u  no  consi- 
deration upon  earth  shall  ever  induce  me 
to  accept  it."  This  was  done,  too,  at  a 
time  when  his  right  hon.  friend  was  in  cir- 
cumstances particularly  painful.  The  hon. 
gent,  said  it  was  a  fact  not  generally  known, 
but  known  to  himself  and  a  few  friends, 
that  Mr.  Pitt  had  taken  a  determination 
to  return  to  the  practice  of  his  original 
profession,  and  to  endeavour,  by  the  in* 
dustrious  application  of  his  talents,  to  raise 
a  fund  to  discharge  the  incumbrances -that 
pressed  on  him.     Another  offer  of  a  simi- 


during  the  13  years  he  sat  in  that  hou* 
he  seldom  troubled  them  at  all ;  and  nev 
in  his  life  proposed  any  expenditure  of  t 
public  money.  On  the  coutrary,  in  a  yi 
of  great  diificulty,  he  was  the  first  to  sq 
gest  the  plan,  which  was  adopted  by  t 
then  minister  (Mr.  Pitt)  for  raising 
sum  of  money,  by  voluntary  contribution 
which,  in  the  result,  amounted  to  2,000,0 
sterling.  After  this  instance,  he  did  1 
expect  to  be  considered  as  a  squanderer 
the  public  money,  if  be  supported  this  B 
tion ;  though  he  knew,  that  if  this-  not 
had  not  been  given,  the  sum  uow  demanq 
would  have  been  raised  with  great  e 
and  convenience,  by  the  friends  of  the  1 
minister. 

Mr.  Cummin g  said,  that  though  he  ne 
spoke  in  that  house  before,  he  could  : 


lar  nature  was  made  in  1801,  to  which  he  now  help  saying,  that  he  cordially  suppor 


also,  refused  to  accede.  This  surely  was 
disinterestedness  of  the  highest  order,  for 
the  offer  was  made  on  grounds  the  most 
honourable  to  him,  and  to  his  great  and 
distinguished  public  services.  He  ttiought 
it  but  a  justice  due  from  the  country  that 


the  present  motion,  on  the  ground  of  1 
Pitt  having  been  a  great  minister,  and 
excellent  statesman*    • 

Mr*  Ellison  supported  the  motion  * 
much  earnestness.  Mr.  Pitt  he  considc 
as  a  character  without  spot  or  blemj 


it  should  pay  debts  evidently  contracted  in  [There  was  nothing  about  him  on  wl 


consequence  of  the  engagements  of  the 
man  in  the  business  of  the  country,  and 
from  what  appeared  on  the.  face  of  them, 
the  result  of  the  official  situation  his  right 
hon.  friend  held.  He  owned  that  at  a 
meeting  of  the  creditors  of  his  right  hon. 
friend,  he  had  recommended  that  the  mo- 
ney should  be  raised  l>y  a  Subscription 
among  his  friends,  rather  thai*  that  an  ap- 
plication should  be  made  to.,  parliament, 
lie  believed  the  money  might  have  been 
raised  by  such  a  subscrpUpn.  ^  But  it  was 


malignity  could  fix.  The  country  and  1 
house  had  already  acknowledged  his  gl 
and  pre-eminent  services.  Had  he  | 
sued  any  other  profession,  he  might  S 
realized  an  immense  Fortune ;  but  he 
devoted  himself  to  his  country. 

The  Marquis  of  Douglas  complain^ 
the  arguments  used  for  the  motion,  ai 
considered  it  solely  with  a  view  to  aq 
handsomely  towards  a  servant  of  the  j 
lie.  He  acquiesced  in  it  as  an  act  of 
public  generosity  of  a  great  nation  t 


wrj 
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departed  servant;  but  not  on  the  ground 
01  bio  being  a  man  without  spot  or  ble- 
nab;  not  on  the  principle  of  approba- 
tion, but  on  that  of  generosity. 

Mr.   Fvx  rose    and    said :-;]   certainly 
did   meal,  to  give  a  alien  t  vote   upon   tins 
occasion,  because  I  did  conceive  that  if  a 
jsneral  unanimity  had  prevailed,  1  should 
larte  best  expressed  my  opinion,  by  simply 
cbwrvmg,   that  such  a  motion  had  passed 
nut  cantradiceatc.     Hut,  sir,   that   not 
baiag  the   case,  I  beg  leave  to  declare  to 
yau  »ud  ibe  h'juse,  that  1   never  gave  a 
wte  with  more  satisfaction  in  my  life  than 
I  shall   tlo    this  night,  in  support  oF  the 
notion.     I  conceive  it  to  be  a  tribute  di 
to  departed  worth — the  reward  of  a  great 
and   munificent    nation  to  a  meritorious 
ttnanl  of  the  public.     I   will  own,  how- 
•tct,  that  the  manner  in  which  ttie  motion 
«■*  introduced  was  not  calculated,  if  I  had 
We»  otherwise  disposed  than  I  ant,  to  in- 
vaos  dm  to  give  it  my  assent.     I  consider 
•*•  quealiuii  as  perfectly  distinct  from  the 
We  uf  Monday  last,  but  I  must  say  a  few 
»urd»  with  respect  to  an  expression  adopt- 
ed by  an  Lon.  gent,    on   the   other  side  of 
it*  bouse,    who,  speaking  of    Mr.   Pitt, 
talicd  him  the  "saviour  of  the  country." 
So*,  upon  that  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  say, 
|     that    1    maintain  all    my  former   opinions 
I     %'.,'.•■  unaltered,  j*a   they   have   constantly 
1     bten  from  the  moment  the  country  was  in 
Ibe  Mloation   in   which  it  appeared   in   the 
years  1803  and  1S04.       I  certainly  thought 
•  expedient,  and  for  the  advantage  of  the 
Oiunlry,  that  the  political  debates  and  ani- 
■osities  of  those  and  former  times  should, 
.-:_.-.-!•  related  to  persons,   be   buried   ii; 
tbbvion.     I  thought  it  would  not  be  pro- 
per for  me  at  that  period  to  take  a  great 
tod  principal  share   in  the  admi 
of  the   country.     1    did    not   co 
would  be  behaving  in  the  manner   which   1 
brc  ever  felt  to  be  the  rule  of  propriety 
1  thought,    and    am  convinced,   that  Mr 
Pitt  bad  the  same  sensations  as   myself. 
lie  certainly  did  give  the  most  ample  tes- 
timony of  his  wish  to  bury  all  animosities. 
from  that  time,  though  various  warm   de- 
MUj  nave  occurred,  1  have  cautiously  ab- 
teioed  from  referring  to  those  topics  that 
Hgbt  excite    former  differences.      I   fell 
laat  be  bad   given   unequivocal   testimony 
«  bis  intention.      1    confirmed,    and    we 
Live  mutually    persevered  in  our  deter- 
MDUtion.       T    thini,     therefore,    that   the 
house  will  do  me  the  justice  io  say,  that 
if  I  would  bo*  while  be  lived  touch   on 


i   I  if  I  wok 


nch  subjects,  much  less  would  I  do  so  now 
le   is  dead.     As  far  as  relates  to  me,  nei- 
ther  now  nor  ever  will  I  touch  upon  them. 
But  if  those  who  were   no   parties  to  oul 
itual  determination  think  otherwise,  and; 
it  such  topics  ought  to  be  discussed,  I 
beg  leave  to  state,  that    I    am  not  avers* 
from  personal  motives  to  enter  into  them. 
1  conceive  it  unnecessary  to  do  so  for  rea- 
sons which  1  think  right ;   I  shall  religiously 
abstain  from  any  mention  of  them.     Th« 
right  lion.  gent,  himself,  when  living,  did  sq 
generally  and  systematically.     I  did  feel  a 
wish  that  he  should  form  part  of  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  couniryv#fbicb  I  thought 
it  not  right  at  ih.it  moment  to   have,  any 
share  in  ;  1  therefore  deemed  it  improper  la 
refer  to  bis  former  conduct.     If  there  bad 
been  any  words  in  the  present  motion  ex. 
pressive  of  any  approbation  of  his  mea- 
sures, it  would   be  imposible  that  it  could 
be  adopted  with  unanimity  ;   but  I  give  my 
support  to  it  because  it  is  not  liable  to  any 
h  objection.     To  speak  of  Mr.  Pitt,  that 
he  did  not  descend  to  any  improper  mea- 
:b  regard  to  money,  would  be  to 
dishonour  his  memory  j  but  we  are  to  con- 
sider other  matters  in  which  his  conduct 
wasequally  unblameabLe.     Mr.  Pitt  wasmi- 
for  20  years,  and  to  tlie  best  of  my 
edge,  except  the  wardenship  of  tha 
Cinque   Ports,   1   do  not  know  of  any  one 
lice    connected   with  him  -of  a   personal 
lure.      He  had  not  only  the  merit  of  a 
general  disinterestedness,  but  possessed  iu 
every  particular  that  distinguished  feature. 
It  is  iudeed   a    kind    of  testimony   which, 
since  the  accession  of  the  house  of  Bruns- 
wick, I  may  pay  with  equal  truth  lo  almost 
every  prime  minister.     1  think  Mr.  Pitt  ia 
entitled   lo   that   praise,    and   I   think  we 
should   bestow   it   in   a  manner,  that  if  he 
could  know  what  was  now  going  on,  would 
not   give  him    pain.     The  motion  has  my 
ci.k1i.l1  support. 

Mr.  Canning  said,  be  had  hoped  he 
should  nut  have  been  called  upon  to  say 
any  thing  in  support  of  the  motion.  He 
hoped  tii.it  in  the  little  he  should  say,  he 
should  not  deviate  from  the  candour  and 
moderation  so  laudably  professed  on  the 
other  side,  but  used  at  the  same  lime  as 
a  veil  to  throw  over  one  or  two  proposi- 
tions in  which  he  did  net  agree.  Some  of 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  were  wil- 
ling to  allow  parliament  to  discharge  the 
debts  of  his  late  right  iion.  friend,  as  a 
matter  of  jieuerosilv  inwards  an  old  public 
servant.     He  wished  it  to  btj  known,  hu^- 
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ever,  that  the  friends  of  that  illustrious 
person  would  not  be  satisfied  to  receive 
the  vote  as  an  eleemosynary  grant  to  post- 
humous necessities;  not  as  the  boon  of 
pity  or  compassion,  but  as  a  public  debt 
to.  a  highly  meritorious  public  servant. 
He  was  not  from  the  beginning  so  sanguine 
as  to  expect  an  unanimous  vote;  he  would 
not  purchase  unanimity  by  conceding  a 
tittle  of  tiie  high  and  splendid  services  of 
his  illustrious  friend.  Referring  to  the 
preceding  night,  he  appealed  to  the  house, 
-whether  it  was  not  on  the  other  side  that 
the  topics  of  dissension  were  started  ?  Ob- 
jections were  m^ie  on  that  occasion  to  the 
form  of  the  motion.  Tfce  fault  he  found 
with  it  was,  that  it  was  cold  and  inade- 
quate to  the  feelings  of  those  who  sup- 
ported it.  When  the  friends  of  the  great 
man  who  was  the  subject  of  these  motions, 
consented  to  neutralize  the  expression  of 
their  feelings  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
the  grounds  of  opposition  to  the  motion  ; 
when  they  resolved,  instead  of  dipping  the 
pen  into  the  heart,  to  look  into  the  cold 
forms  of  the  statute  book  for  a  precedent ; 
when  they  had  lowered  and  diluted  every 
glowing  feeling ;  when  they  had  restrained 
and  chastised  their  feelings,  in  order  to 
constitute  unanimity,  the  result  had  added 
to  the  many  proofs  he  had  met  with  in  the 
course  of  his  political  life,  that  nothing 
was  to  be  gained  by  -  compromise.  The 
nice  canvassing  of  particular  poiuts  began 
on  the  other  side,  and  in  a  quarter,  too, 
which  took  a  great  share  in  all  those  trans- 
actions which  were  now  the  subject  of 
criticism  and  condemnation.— 

Mr*  C.  Wynne  called  the  right  hon. 
gent,  to  order ;  it  being  irregular  to  re- 
vert to  former  debates. 

Mr.  Canning  said  he  had  no  desire  to  go 
back  farther  than  to  shew,  that  the  agita- 
tion of  the  objects  of  dissention  originated 
on  the  other  side.  It  was  expected  by  those 
who  brought  forward  this  motion  in  such 
general  terms,  that  it  would  have  been 
very  generally  supported .  However  w ide- 
ly  political  differences  might  have  ranged, 
it  was  hoped  that  now  all  those  differences 
would  be  buried  in  the  grave,  and  that 
all  political  animosities  would  cease ; 
That  it  would  be  said-— 

'«  All  thy  good 

"  Now  blazes,  all  thy  guilt  is  in  the  grave." 

that  brilliant  luminary,  whether  its  dawn 
was  clouded  or  its  meridian  splendour  ob- 
scured, had  held  a  course  glorious  for  the 
country,  and  worthy  to  call  forth  its  ad- 


miration   and    gratitude. — He    protest* 
against  the  mode  in  which  the  hon.  gen 
tlemen  gave  their  support  to  the  motioi 
and  wished  to  restore  them  the  benefit  4 
that  consistency,  which  they  laboured  « 
much  to  reconcile  with  the  support  thflj 
gave.     He  gave  credit  to  the  hon.  genl 
who  refused  his  consent,  because  he  dk 
not  see  the  merit.     He  confessed  he  dU 
not  see  the  ground  on  which  the  hon.  gett 
tlemen  opposite  to  him  followed  a  distind 
course.     If  it  was  given  as  an  eleemosyj 
nary    grant,    without  any  distinction  fM 
merit  or  demerit,  he  disdained  it.*     Hi 
could  not  help  complaining,  that  the  bo* 
gent,  opposite,  while  professjpg  to  avoil 
all  points  of  political  dissension,  had  ca4 
a  general  stigma  on  the  whole  system  tl 
the  present  reign,  during  one  half  of  whid 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  been  at  the  be*! 
of  affairs.     This  was  not  in  the  recollectiof 
of  the  hon.  gent,  when  he  took  credit  fl 
himself  this  night,   for  not  being  one  0 
those   who  introduced   such  topics.     H 
begged  gentlemen  again  to .  consider  01 
what  ground  they  agreed  to  the  motioi 
Those  who  did   not  vote  for  it  on  til 
ground  of  Mr.  Pitt's  merits,  had  bettt 
oppose  it  openly.     It  was  only  as  a  tribiH 
to  great  merits  that  he  would  receive  f| 
and  if  any  one  supported  it  on  any  otht 
ground'  than  as  a  testimony  and  a  rewa! 
of  these  merits,  he  wished  him  to  wit! 
draw  his  support,  and  preserve  his  consill 
ency  by  opposing  it. 

Mr.  Fox  in  explanation  observed,  thi 
there  was  a  considerable  difference  bj 
tween  commenting  upon  particular  Uj 
stances  of  a  minister's  conduct,  and  ail 
madverting  upon  the  general  system  I 
administration  that  had  been  pursued,  m 
only  during  the  late  right  hon.  gent* 
official  career,  but  during  the  whole  \ 
the  reign.  With  respect  to  what  the  Hgl 
hon.  gent,  had  said,  as  to  the  gTotmf 
upon  which  he  wished  the  present  mottc 
to  be  supported,  he  had  only  to  add,  Ui 
he  had  distinctly  stated  the  grounds  of  fe 
own  vote  in  favour  of  it  to  be,  Mr»  Pit! 
merits.  The  motion  on  the  former  lApj 
had  stood  on  a  different  footing,  and  bef 
amply  discussed  on  that  occasion.  Tl 
present  question,  was  totally  distinct  fro 
that,  and  ought  to  be  decided  upon  j 
own  grounds. 

Mr.  Hvddkttofte  said  a  few  words' 
support  of  the  motion.— The  question  w 
then  put,  and  carried,  nem.  com* 
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Mr.  Fat  called  tbe  attention  of  the  house 
to  *  subject  on  which  there  had  been  sup- 
posed to  be  some  difficulties,  the  circumstan- 
ce o)  whicb  were  somewhat  peculiar.  He 
understood  there  were  several  new  up- 
pxntmenU  about  to  take  place  under  his 
HLi,est)'s  government,  and  time  a  noble 
lord  (Gren  villa)  was  about  to  hold  an 
c£oe  at  tbe  bead  of  tbe  treasury,  who 
no*  held  tbe  office  of  auditor  of  tbe  ex- 
chequer.     Doubts    had    been 


.   whether   the    office   ol 
sndilor  of   the  exchequer  was  compatible 
with  that  of   an  office  of  a  lord  of  the 
Treasury,  or  that  they  could  be  both  held 
by  one  person,  that  is,  whether  they  could 
hi  legally    held  by   one   person.      He  was 
not   aware    of   that   illegality,   nor  did  he 
wit  clearly  'see  the  foundation  of  that 
doubt.      However,    it  was   expedient   to 
»ikc  ibe  matter    indisputable,  and  that 
would  be  best  done  by  a  bill  for  the  pur- 
Tbesc  offices  bad    both  been  held 
by  one  person  on  former  occasions — by 
fcira  Hallifax,   by  the  late  Mr.   Pelham, 
sod  others,  but  the  better  way  would  be  to 
move  all  doubts  by  au  act  ol  parliament ; 
and,  therefore  he  should  move  tor  leave 
ID  bring  io  a  bill  to  remove  certain  doubts 
Kspecting   tbe  appointment  of  a  proper 
person  holding  the  ollice  of  auditor  of  the 
tichequer,  and  that  of  a  lord  ol  his  majes- 
ty's treasury.      If  the  house  should    grunt 
bun  leave   to  bring  in  the  bill,   he  should 
bring  it  up  immediately.      It  might  be  read 
i  first  and  second  time  to-night, 
acred  to   be  committed 
a: v   member   would   then  have  an   oppor- 
tunity of  delivering  his  sentiments,  if  the; 
■ere  auy  objections  to  it,  oi  which  he  w; 
•ot  aware,   tor  the   case  appeared  to  hi: 
to  be  a  clear  one. 

Tbe  Speaier  said  the  house  would  ej 
nee  him  for  calling  their  attention  to  this 
adject ;  but  it  was  his  duty,  as  he  felt  it. 
Innate  what  he  understood  to  be  the  re- 
ctal practice  of  the  house,  which  was,  or 
e*ery  proposition  for  bringing  forward  any 

to  pie  notice  of  its  being  iutended 
knight  forward.  That  being  done,  the 
■name,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  house 
fahuc  exigency  required  it,  might  go 
aaoctgh  all  its  stages,  though  a  bill,  iti  one 
*J,  as  had  often  happened  ;  so  that  the 
tasvgent,  might  be  as  forward  by 
fea  matter  to-morrow,  alter  notice  to 
,  tor.  as  if  leave 

This   was   the  modern  practice 


of  the  bouse,  of  which  it  was  his  duty  ta 
remind  it-,  whether  it  was  to  be  adhered 
it  abandoned,  was  with  tbchouse  to 
determine. 

Mr.  t'ui  submitted  to  the  chair,  and  ad- 
mitted the  correctness  of  this  statement 
of  the  practice,  which  was,  however,  but 
a  modern  practice.  It  was  no  essential 
part  of  the  proceeding  of  the  house  to  give 
any  notice  of  a  regular  parliamentary  mo- 
tion, although  tt  was  certainly  convenient 
in  practice ;  but  he  might  perhaps  venture 
to  doubt  whether  the  house  ought  to  make 
so  low  a  how  to  a  modern  practice,  as  not 
in  any  instance  to  deviate  from  it,  however 
urgent  the  case  might  be. 

The  Speaker  said  lie  did  not  presume  to 
state  that  no  member  was  at  liberty  to 
bring  forward  a  measure  without  notice; 
out  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  what  had  been,  ge- 
nerally, the  recent  practice  on  such  occa- 

The  Attorney  General  said,  that  it  had 
been  the  fashion  of  the  house,  for  a  con- 
iderable  time,  to  conform  to  the  practice 
referred  to  by  the  chair,  and  the  question 
his  occasion  was,  whether  that  prac- 
tice should  be  attended  to,  or  whether  it 
should  be  given  up  to  gratify  the  wishts 
of  the  hon.  gent.  That  hon.  gent,  pro- 
fessed to  think,  that  no  notice  whatever 
was  necessary;  and  he  wished  to  have 
the  hill  alluded  to,  read  a  first  and  second 
dine  on  the  fame  day.  If  such  a  thing 
were  to  be  admitted,  and  the  practice 
were  to  go  on,  a  bill  might  be  actually 
passed  through  all  its  stages  in  one  day, 
and  if  so,  what  guarantee  could  the  house 
have  against  being  liken  by  surprize  upon 
the  most  important  measures?  As  the 
bill  proposed  by  the  hon.  gent,  could  not 
really  be  so  very  urgent  111  point  o!  time, 
he  saw  no  reason  why  it  should  be  pressed 
forward  so  precipitately. — With  respect  to 
the  measure  itself,  if  he  understood  it 
right,  it  could  not  be  intended  so  much 
to  remove  dutihts  as  to  establish  a  new 
principle  of  law,  and  therefore  he  thought 
the  real  object  of  it  should  not  he.  di^iiised: 
though  in  the  instances  that  had  been 
quoted  us  precedents,  it  appeared  that 
the  individuals  funnallv  resigned,  but  sub- 
stantially held  the  offices,  yet  it  was  evi. 
dent  that  they  thought  they  could  not 
consistently  with  law  hold  them  formally. 
These  persons  acted  under  an  impression 
that  ihev  could  not  legally  hold  them. 
The   legal    principle   was,   that  no  person 
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«ould  hold  two  offices,  one  of  which  was 
subordinate  to  the  other,  and  immediately 
under  its-pontroul.  If  it  was  the  object  of 
the  bon.  gent,  to  remove  this  disability, 
lad  establish  a  new  law  on  the  subject, 
he  begged  of  him  to  let  the  house  know  it, 
that  they  might  be  aware  of  what  they 
were  about.  The  office  of  auditor  of 
-the  exchequer  was  subordinate  to,  and 
subject  to.  the  check  of,  the  commissioners- 
jtA  the  treasury.  Of  course  the  office  of 
•auditor  of  the  exchequer  and  commis- 
sioner of  the  treasury  could  not,  either  in 
law  or  equity,  be  consistently  held  by  the 
fame  person*  Certainly  such  appeared  to 
be  the  conception  upon  all  former  occa- 
.siofts,  and  therefore  the  bon.  gent,  could 
not  justly  talk  of  the  existence  of  any 
.doubts  upon  the  subject.  The  bill  he  had 
in  contemplation,  therefore,  could  not  be 
said  to  be  a  proposition  to  remove  doubts, 
hut  to  enact  a  new  law* 

Mr,  Fox  stated  that,  agreeably  to  the 
suggestions  of  the  hon.  gent.,  he  should 
give  notice  of  his  motion  for  to-morrow. 
•     Mr.  Rose  said  he  wished  to  speak  upon 
the  subject  of  the  hon.  gent/s  motion. 

The  Speaker  observed  that  there  was  no 
Question  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Rose  said  that  he  was  not  con. 
tented.  He  rose  to  object  to  the  hon.  gent/s 
withdrawing  the  motion-* 

The  Speaker  begged  the  right  hon.  gent, 
to. recollect  that  no  motion  was  made,  as 
he  bad  interrupted  the  hon.  gent,  in  his 
progress  towards  making  a  motion. 

i    ' ■    i    g=^ 

HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

Tvesday,  February  4. 

[Continental  War.]  On  the  order 
,for  summoning  their  lordships  *for  this 
day  being  read, 

Lord  Mul grave  said,  he  had  hoped  when 
be  gave  his  notice  for  this  day,  that  the 
arrangements  in  contemplation  would  have 
been  completed,  so  as  to  have  ensured  a 
full  attendance  of  their  lordships,  it  having 
been  his  intention  to  enter  into  an  expla- 
nation, respecting  several  points  connected 
;with  the  papers  which  he  had  laid  upon 
the  table,  at  the  same  time  that  he  pre* 
.sen ted  to  their  lordships,  by  his  majesty's 
command.,  several  other  documents  upon 
the  subject  of  the  late  continental  war. 
He  had  brought  down  the  papers  to  which 
be  alluded,  and  he  could  not  let  this  op- 


which  they  involved.    Had  it  been  upb 

any  ordinary  occasion  that  the  treati* 

were  presented  to  the  boose,  it  wool 

have  been  sufficient  to  have  left  them  \ 

speak  for  themselves.     Their    lordshij 

would,   in    perusing   them,  have    fou| 

that  the  first  object  of  his  majesty's  gt 

vernment  had  been,  to  form  a   well-* 

ranged  plan,  which,  in  its  execution,  tnifj 

afford  evety  reasonable  prospect  of  effec 

ing  the  deliverance  of  Europe ;  the  next  d 

ject  was,  that  those  means  might  be  pro* 

ded,  which  might  give  effect  to  the  neg 

ciation,  which  was  at  that  period  expect! 

to  be  carried  on,  or,  in  the  event  of  th 

negociation  terminating  in  war,  might  ej 

able  the  allies  to  pursue  hostilities  wi 

proportionate  energy  and  vigour.      Tty 

would  have  seen  by  these  treaties,  til 

500,000  men  were  to  have  been  bfoug 

into  the  field,  320,000  by  Austria*  m 

180,000  by  Russia,  a  number  certaki 

amply  sufficient,  according  to  every  d 

culation,  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  in 

effect  those  objects  which  it  was  sought 

attain.    It  had  been  a  matter  of  calcul 

tion,  what  number  of  troops  France  coi 

have  brought  to  act  upon  a  certain  pci 

in  a  given  time,    and  what  number 

Austrian  and  Russian  troops  would  be 

that  point  by  the  time  specified.      He  l 

ceived  official  returns,  by  which  it  appttl 

ed,  that  520,000  Austrians,  and  18D«ti 

Russians,  were  actually  in  the  field,  or 

their  march.    The  Russian  troops  in  f 

marched  according  to  their  engagemA 

and  arrived  at  their  destination,  and  -IP 

ready  to  take  the  field,  two  days  earl 

than  the  time  specified  for  their  reach 

the  point  where  they  were  to  effect 

junction  with  their  Austrian  allies.    1 

plan  thus  prepared,  the  arrangements  tl 

made,  were  unfortunately   deranged 

the  precipitancy  of  Austria.    The  del 

tion  of  Austria  from  the  plan  agreed  uj 

was  not  slight  and  trivial,  but  it  was  a  eta 

plete  and  entire  deviation,  and   to  J 

must  be  attributed  all  the  calamitous  0 

sequences  that  ensued.    The  object  of  A 

country  was,  either  to  promote  a  negen 

tion  for  a  general  peace,  upon  a  per  man 

basis,  consistent  with  the  welfare  and  sti 

rity  of  Europe,  or  to  establish  an  art 

negociation,  with  a  view  of  putting  a 

riod    to  the  usurpations  and    encroa 

ments  of  France ;  and,  if  war  was  the" 

suit,  I u  support  that  war  by  means  wbi 

portunity  slip,  of  giving  some  explanation! according  to  all  human  calculation*  w 

to  their  lordships,  upon  certain   point  si  adequate  to  the  effect  the  object  propo4 
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had  till   the  end  of  the 

Hi.',    as  tbe  subsidies 
were  not  payable,  if  sh< 
A  itles  before  the  en* of  the  year, 
naiely,    however,  from  her  preci- 
n  sending  forward  her  troops,  the 
mly    events  of  the   campaign,  and 
amitous   day  of  Austerlitir,  had  re- 
It    was  the   occurrence  of  these 
nate   events  that  had   induced   bis 
s  minister*  to  obtain  his  majesty's 
to  lay  before  parliament  every 
that  could  in  any  degree  eluci- 
subjtct,    or   explain  any    of   tbe 
mected  with  the  treaties,  which 
on  a  former   day,  Mid    upon  the 
They  had  done  this,  in  order  that 
nduct  might  be  placed  in  that  point 
in  which  they  wished  it  to  be  con- 
convinced  as  they  were,  that  it 
:  found    free  from  the   slightest 
i  account  of  the  recent  unfortu- 
itson  the   continent.      He  could 
also  again  en  pressing  his  anxiety 
character  of  that  illustrious  siales- 
se  loss  they  now  deplored,  should 
J    hum   the  imputations,    which, 
nt   of  those  events,  had  been  so 
ast  upon  it.     In  attributing  those 
the  precipitancy  of  the  emperor 
a,    and    bis    deviation   from    the 


cm 


thrown  upon  that 
of  his  signing  an  ar 
ntly  a  treaty  of  peace  with  France. 
s  easy  for  those  who  were  at  a  tlis- 
froni  the  scene  of  action,  to  con- 
the  conduct  of  that  monarch  ;  but 
uM  be  recollected,  that  he  did  and 
td  much  for  the  common  cause  ;  that 
ive  up  his  capital  to  the  enemy,  and 
it  in  person  against  them.  If  after 
■e  was  induced  by  the  calamitous  cir- 
tances  that  ensued  to  give  way  and 
i  peace  With  France,  it  should  rather 
noented  as  an  unfortunate  i-ircum- 
S  than  be  made  .the  subject  of  con- 
Mtkm.  As  some  noble  lords  had 
t  into  the  house  since  he  had 
■  be  wished  to  hear  his  explai 
MWld  shortly  recapitulate.  He  then 
ly  repeated  his  former 
OKi  that  the  negotiations  between 
Ha  and  France,  it  was  kntiwi 
O  off  in  consequence  of  the 
:  Genua  to  France,  and  that  it 
d  that  when  hostilities  commenced, 
i  wuuld  have  acted  upon  the  d< 
.VI. 


fensive  in  Germany  and  offensively  in 
Italy.  He  had  observed  on  a  former 
evening,  that  certain  articles  of  the  treaty 
with  Russia  were  withheld,  he  repealed, 
that  no  other  motive  bad  induced  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  to  withhold  them  than  a 
desire  that  no  injury  might  result  to  cer- 
tain continental  powers  from  the  publica- 
of  the  recitals  contained  in  those  ar- 
s.  This  was  their  only  motive,  as 
those  who  were  about  to  succeed  them 
would  soon  be  enabled  to  judge,  from  an 
nspection  of  the  documents  themselves. 
He  was  anxious  that"  the  subject  to  which 
the  papers  on  the  table,  and  those  he  was 
about  to  present,  referred,  should  be  fully 
and  amply  discussed.  In  the  result  of 
that  discussion  he  had  the  utmost  confi- 
nce ;  and  he  would  repeat  what  he  had 
d  on  a  former  evening,  with  reference 
that  subject  and  the  conduct  of  his  col- 
leagues and  himself,  that  there  was  no 
measure  which  he  could  now  wish  had 
been  taken,  that  had  been  omitted,  nor 
sure  adopted,  which  he  would  now 
retract. — The  nibble  lord  conclu* 
ded  by  intimating  his  majesty's  commands 
present  certain  papers  ;  which,  on  his 
lordship's  motion,  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  They  consisted  of  extracts  and 
dispatches  from  lord  G.  L.  Gower  and  sir 
Arthur  Paget  to  lord  Mulgrave,  the  de- 
claration ol  Austria,  and  some  other  papers, 
which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

HOUSE  OF  commons. 
Tuesday,  February  4. 
[Min-utes.]  Mr.  Wilberforce  pre- 
sented  a  petition  from  the  insolvent  deb- 
"  e  county  gaol  of  York. 
the  table.— Mr.  John- 
son, from  the  chief  secretary's  office,  ia 
Ireland,  presented  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  examine  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  paving  board,  of  the  city 
of  Dublin.  Ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 
— Mr.  W. Dickenson  presented  the  lirsc 
report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
his  majesty  to  revise  and  digest  the  civil 
affairs  of  the  navy.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed. — Mr.  Dickinson 
presented  an  estimate  of  the  debt  of  his 
majesty's  navy  as  it  siood  on  the  Slstof 
December  1805  ;  and  also,  an  estimate  of 
the  money  that  will  be  wanted  for  the 
transport  service;  for  the  establishments 
and  hospitals  relating  to  his  majesty's 
sick  and  wounded  seamen  at  home  and 


Ordered  to  he 


*    147]        PAUL.  DEBATES,  Feb.  4,  1806*.— Auditor ship  of  the  Exchequer.         £14 


abroad,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  pri- 
soners of  war  in  health  and  sickness  at 
home  and  abroad,  in  the  year  1806". 

[Malt  Duty  Bill.]    The  house  hav- 
ing resolved  itself  into   a  committee  on 
,  the  bill  for  continuing  the  duties  on  land, 
malt,  sugar,  snuff,  and  tobacco ; 

Mr.  Harrison  wished  to  know,  whether 
this  bill  contained  a  clause  of  appeal  from 
the  summary  jurisdiction  of  magistrates, 
in  matters  of  penal ty,  to  the  courts  of 
quarter  session  r  In  the  malting  counties, 
he  observed,  the  persons  dealing  in  that 
article,  were  under  severe  hardships,  in 
consequence  of  their  barley  being  often 
sweated  by  drippings  and  oozings  of  snow 
and    rain,  and   also   by  other   accidents, 


said,  of  an  instance,  where  an  informatip 
against  a  person  who  employed  40  wort 
men,  without  ever  going  before  the  magii 
t rates,  was  seut  up  to  the  exchequer,  aa 
the  person  sent  to  prison,  upon  the  infli 
tion  of  two  penalties  of  200/j  each.  8 
afterwards  paid  these  fines,  ancf  imme^ 
ately  discharged  his  40  servants,  preterrii 
to  relinquish  the  business,  sooner  than  1 
liable  to  so  much  severity  and  injustice. 

Mr.  Rose  asserted,  that  the  dealers 
malt  were  not  under  the  lash  of  the  excil 
men,  but'  of  the  magistrates.     There  *j 
no   branch  of  the  revenue  in  which  the, 
were  so  many  frauds,  and  so  difficult  to 
detected. 

The    Attorney-General    observed,     t| 


whioh  were  frequently  taken  or  pretended    though  some  hardships  might  have  be 
by  the  exciseman  to  be  taken,   for  illegal   experienced  by  particular  individuals,  3 


wetting ;  and  this  belief,  sworn  before  the 
magistrates,  subjected  them  to  the  heavy 
penalty  of  200/.  for  each  offence.  If  a 
clause  of  appeal,  therefore,  had  hitherto 
been  omitted,  under  these  circumstances, 
it  was  necessary  that  the  defect  should  be 
supplied  • 

Mr.  S,  Bourne  replied,  that  this  bill  was 
exactly  in  the  same  words  as  the  bill  of  last 
year;  but  he  was  not  aware,  at  present, 
of  any  objection  to  such  a  clause  as  that 
proposed ;  and  he  added,  that,  should  it 
not,  upon  consideration/  prove  objection- 
able, a  clause  to  that  effect  would  be  pre- 
pared by  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Patteson  supported  the  objections 
made  by  the  hon.  gent. ;  observing,  that  the 
maltster  was  completely  under  the  lash  of 
the  exciseman,  who  had  the  penalty  inflict- 
ed by  the  magistrate,  if  he  only  swore  that 
he  believed*  the  malt  to  have  been  wetted. 
•   Mr.  Fuller  observed,   that  in  all  justice 
there  ought  to  be  an  appeal  to  the  quarter 
sessions.     The  hardships  sustained'in  the 
Inalt  counties  were  intolerably  severe  ;  and 
people  living  at  a   great  distance    were 
often  under  the  necessity  of  paying  the  pe- 
nalty, sooner  than  be  at  the  trouble  and 
expence  of  coming  up  to  London  to  seek 
for  redress.      He   loudly   complained   of 
Sending  visitors  to  inspect  the  malt,  who 
had  an  interest  in  inflicting  penalties  ;  and 
thought  the  excise  board  ought  to  employ 
proper  officers  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  the  officers  of  excise 
na«l  no  interest  whatever  in  the  penalty  in- 
flicted. 

Mr.  Patteson  insisted,  that  they  had  a 
considerable  interest  in  the  amount  of  such 
penalties  as  200/,    He  knew  himself,  he 


it  was  well  known  that  the  very  circiq 

stance   now   complained   of  was   a   mjj 

abundant  source  of  frauds  upon  the  rep 

nue.    The  pretences  of  snow,  rain,  a 

other  accidents,  seldom  turned  out,  uf 

examination,  to  be  any  other  than  fraj 

attempted  on  the  revenue.     He  beliei 

he  recollected  the  case  alluded  to  by  1 

hon.  gent.,  and,  if  he  recollected  right*  ' 

party  was  only  subjected  to  one  mitigtt 

penalty ;  as  it  appeared  that  the  fraud  \ 

attempted  by  a  servant,  without  the  apj 

rent  privity  of  the  master.     It  was,  hi 

ever,    rather   singular,    that  the  sen* 

should  wantonly,  and  of  his  own  aepe 

have  ventured  on  a  fraud,  in  which,  si 

servant,  he  could   have  had  no  intei 

Upon  the  whole,  it  seldom  failed  to>' 

made  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  juries,  j 

what  was  ca'k-d  sweating,  turned  out  tc 

an  actual  wetting  of  the  malt ;  but,  atj 

same  time,  he  was  ready  to  admit,  thsj 

might  be  right  for  the  parties  to  have; 

power  of  appeal. — The  report  was  orch 

to  be  received  to-morrow. 

[AriHTORHIIlP    OF    THE    EXCHEQUI 

Mr.  Fox,  pursuant  to  the  notice  wj 
he  had  yesterday  given,  rose  to  submit 
motion  to  the  house,  for  leave  to  brin 
a  bill  to  enable  a  person  holding  the  q 
of  auditor  of  the  exchequer  to  hold 
the  office  of  a  commissioner  of  the  t 
sury.  The  object  of  his  bill  was  to 
galise  the  holding  of  these  two  appf 
ments,  by  enabling  the  auditor  to  apn 
a  deputy  for  discharging  the  duties  ok 
office.  He  had  before  stated,  that  hf 
tertained  no  doubt  himself  -on  the  sub 
Yet,  as  possibly  other  gentlemen  migta 
feci  as  he  did,  it  was  the  wish  of  the  q 
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'.*f[i  concerned,    that  nothing  should  be 
•.thhtlJ   from  the  house,    but  thai  all  the 
oirutn-iCitnces  connected  with  tlie  transac- 
ts thould  be  before  the  public.     But  its 
4»t4»a  was  gone  abroad,  that  the  auditor 
Vn  exchequer  was  a  check  upon  the 
hrdiof  the  treasury,   he   thought  it   right 
tifaol  to  that  circumstance.     The  fact 
I,  that  he  was  not   a  check  upon  them, 
!  H  VU  absurd  to  suppose,  that  any  ol- 
fcw  whose  appointment  was  in  the  gift  ot 
fa  lords   of  the    treasury   could    he   any 
4*-k  upon  them.    lie  should  hope,  there- 
fct.  thii   no   difficulty  would  be  felt  in 
wnjilnng    with    this  measure.     Nobody, 
.   would  be   of  opinion   that  the 
(Bff  ihould  be  given  up  by  the  noble  lord., 
ii  t' hiit  account  he  trusted  that  no  ob- 
ttoold  be  felt  to  the  bill.     lie  had 
JtKtrday  slated  the  case  of  lord  Halifax  in 
At  rti^u  ot   George  I.     In  that  case  lord 
Htliti'.  had   given   the   auditorship  nomi- 
b  .-    brother,  whilst  he  virtually 
ML*'j>-d  ui  the  enjoyment  of  it  himself. 
ftt  aoble  lord  might,  in  the  present  in- 
tacr,  ftel    upon   that  precedent,  but  he 
«•)  belter    pleased    thnt  the   transaction 
*    "i  .holly  re*!  on  legish  ' 


•  doubti 

•j  person  holding  the  olTire  ot  ,l,,  :  .   . 

fcexcrieqner   to   the  office  ol  one  uf  lU 

■UMlunere  of  the  treasury,"    With  re- 

OtO  the  doubts,  when  they  thouldcome 

fctle  preamble  of  the  bill,  (hut  expression 

■glut  be  struck  out,  if  gentlemen  should  be 

et';iiuiiin  that  no  doubts  existed. 

Mr.  Rote  declared,   that  no  man  in  that 

k  could   be  less  disposed  than  hiinseh 

ft  throw  any   impediments   in   the  way  of 

fa  sable  lord's  appointment  to  the  oKici- 

lipesuon.  on  the  contrary,   it   gave  him 

lijhest  satisfaction,  when   lie  nndtr- 

.  tue  appointment   was  la  take  plate, 

■eaisc   [,e   was   sure   it   would  be  a  most 

1 4t*ut   appointment:   but    with    respect 

I  ft  lit  duties   of  Lliat  situation   which   the 

jj£|»W«t.rd  already  held,  and  those  of  the 

l*Jtioti   to    which    he   was   recently    »p- 

I  Jtaltd,  no  two  offices  on  earth,  in  his  opi- 

^   ^  1  to.  could   be   more    incompatible,    nor 

'    j  ■•*M  sny  thing  be  more  incongruous  with 

'Vj  lWspTiiiiud  meaning   of  the  law    which 

j_  ■■W  the  usages  ui  the  treasury,  ihi 
V^  Ij^-iilaroi  exchequer,  avuwerily  andob- 
^jjl  JywMj  tppuiuted  fur  the  purpose  oi  check 
"o|  I*  MutioLil  over  the  lords  of  the  trea 
■*T.  lad  other  officers  connected  then 


with,  to  prevent  the  improper  issue  of 
public  money,  should  hold  an  office  in 
which  he  was  to  be  the  check  and  con- 
troul" Upon  himself.  The  statute  of  the 
yilt  of  William  III.  passed  for  the  very, 
purpose  of  recognising  and  establishing  the. 
■ancient  course  of  proceedings  in  the  ex- 
chequer, eSftcU,  that  no  money  shall  be  is- 
sued from  the  exchequer,  even  by  the  or- 
der of  a  lord  of  the  treasury,  for  any  pur- 
pose whatever,  unless  such  order  be  signed 
by  tlieauduurofthe  exchequer,  for  without 
nis  signature  such  au  order  would  be  a 
mere  nullity.  This  had  been  the  practice 
in  bis  own  day,  and  he  had  witnessed  in- 
stances where  such  controul  had  the  most 
salutary  effect,  in  preventing' the  improper 
issues  of  money.  It  had  been  the  uni- 
form practice  of  modern  times,  to  separate 
the  offices  of  lord  t>f  the  treasury  and  audi- 
tor ot  the  exchequer,  and  this  was  the  lirst 
attempt  he  had  ever  witnessed  to  conjoin 
them.  The  case  of  lord  Halifax,  he,  by 
no  means,  conceived  to  bear  out  the  priii- 
ciple.  Lord  Halifax  was  first  lord  of  the 
treasury,  and  chancellor  of  ihe  exchequer, 
when  the  auditorship  became  vacant.  He 
did  not  then  take  the  office  to  himself,  but 
Save  it  to  his  brother.  When  afterwards 
he  resigned  his  former  offices,  he  sat  down 
i  i.h  the  auditorship  of  the  exchequer.  As 
la  the  privilege  of  appointing  a  deputy,  to 
cise  the  controul  over  the  very  person 
appointed  him,  and  who  also  might 
iss  him  at  pleasure,  he  should  be  glad 
to  know,  bow  the  check  required  by  the 
tatute  of  William  iii  ibis  case  could  be 
btuiued,  as  it  was  not  very  probable,  that, 
deputy,  so  appointed,  would  be  very  strict 
under  such  circumstances.  With  respect 
i  case  of  Mr.  Pelham,  he  was  ap- 
d  a  lord  of  the  treasury  in  17+3,  and 
was  not  appointed  to  the  auditorship  of 
the  exchequer  till  eight  years  afterwards, 
inri  ihfu  did  not  hold  both  offices  toge- 
her.  The  proposed  bill,  instead  of  re- 
lieving any  doubts  upon  the  subject,  for 
ii  fact  none  existed,  nor  could  any  thing 
le  mure  clear  and  definite  than  the  esta- 
blished regulations  on  this  head,  proposed  . 
to  alter  the  whole  course  of  the  exche- 
quer; and  therefore  it  ought  not  to  pass 
under  any  other  title  than  as  a  bill  to  alter 
Hie  course  of  the  exchequer,  and  to  en- 
able the  noble  lord  to  hold  two  offices  to-  . 
tally  opposite  and  incompatible  in  their  na- 

Mr.    C.    W.   JFj/nne  combated  the  argu- 
ments of  the  last  speaker,  from  a  compa- 
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nsoa  of  the  different  clauses  of  the  act  of 
parliament,  and  maintained  that  the  au- 
ditor of  the  exchequer  was  not  meant  to 
be  a  check  on  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury, 
but  to  see  that  the  several  sums  granted 
were  applied  to  the  particular  services  for 
which  they  were  voted.  As  to  the  idea, 
that  the  auditor  of  the  exchequer  could 
never  be  a  proper  check  on  the  first  lord  of 
the  treasury,  if  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury 
were  also  to  hold  the  office  of  auditor,  and 
to  be  allowed,  as  proposed  by  the  present 
bill,  to  discharge  the  duties  of  it  by  deputy, 
he  declared  that  he  could  see  no  more 
ground  for  that  supposition  in  the  case  of  a 
deputy,  than  where,  as  in  the  precedents 
alluded  to,  the  person  to  act  as  auditor  was 
appointed  by  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury. 
Whatever  evils  could  be  supposed  to  arise 
out  of  the  mode  now  proposed,  must,  he 
presumed  to  think,  have  been  far  greater 
tinder  the  former  practice.  At  all  events, 
if  there  was  any  thing  wrong  in  the  two 
offices  remaining  really  though  not  ostensi- 
bly in  the  same  person,  no  man,  he  hoped, 
would  dispute  that  it  was  better,  and 
more  honourable,  that  such  arrangement 
should  take  place  openly  and  fairly,  and 
with  the  approbation  of  parliament.  The 
constitution  of  the  exchequer,  too,  he 
begged  it  to  be  observed,  had  undergone  a 
considerable  alteration  since  the  time  of 
its  first  establishment.  The  auditor  at 
that  time  derived  a  principal  part,  if  not 
the  whole.,  of  the  emoluments  of  his  office 
from  a  per  centage  on  the  issues  from  the 
exchequer,  thereby  giving  him  an  interest 
in  the  amount  of  such  issues.  Now,  he 
was  remunerated  by  a  salary. 

The  Attorney 'General  declared  that  no- 
thing could  be  farther  from  his  wish  than 
to  throw  unnecessary  impediments  in  the 
way  of  the  present  bill.  Of  all  the  pro- 
posed appointments  of  which  he  had  heard, 
the  one  now  alluded  to,  was  that  which 
gave  him  most  pleasure ;  and  if  what  he 
had  to  say  on  the  subject  should  induce 
the  noble  lord  to  take  another  office,  he 
should  feel  very  serious  concern  from  the 
circumstance.  He  wished  that  such  steps 
should  be  taken  in  the  matter  as  should 
forward  it  as  far  as  the  hon.  mover  could 
expect  the,  business  to  proceed  this  night, 
and  that  gentlemen  should  take  till  to-mor*. 
row  to  consider  what  would  be  the  most 
effectual  mode  of  proceeding  afterwards. 
Jle  agreed  entirely  with  the  hon.  gent,  op- 
posite, that  it  was  far  better  to  proceed 
openly,  under  the  sanction  of  an  act  of 


parliament,  than  in  a  clandestine  rnanqej 
and  by  an  artificial  transfer  of  the  office 
But  he  submitted,  that,  in  place  of  a  dj 
puty  to  be  named  by  the  auditor  himse] 
the  preferable  mode  of  proceeding  wouj 
be  that  parliament  should,  nominatim,  a] 
point  a  legal  trustee  to  act  tor  the  nob' 
lord,  who,  of  course,  would  be  responsib 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  office > 

Mr.  Fox  said,  that,  for  his  own  part,  ! 
could  see  no  objection,  at  this  moment,  ' 
the  arrangement  proposed  by  the  hoh.  at 
learned  gent.  He  was  aware  that  it  w 
not  orderly  in  him  to  say  that  he  wished 
consult  another  person  out  of  the  house  < 
what  passed  in  that  house.  He  truste 
however,  to  be  excused  for  expressing, 
desire  to  submit  the  suggestion  of  tj 
learned  gent,  to  his  noble  friend  before  j 
entirely  acquiesced  in  it.  He  at  the  sap 
time  submitted,  as  it  would  be  complete 
competent  to  alter  the  bill  in  the  comra 
tee,  agreeably  to  the  suggestion  of  tl 
learned  gent.,  if  his  idea  should  be  a 
proved  of,  that,  to  save  time,  the  b 
should  be  read  a  first  and  second  time  tli 
night. 

Mr.  Rose  declared,  that  his  objectio 
would  be  done  away  by  the  appointme 
of  a  trustee  under  responsibility.— T 
question  was  then  put,  and  leave  given 
bring  in  the  bill  ;  Mr.  Fox  and  Air.  \V 
Hams  Wynne  being  ordered  to  prepare 
Mr.  Fox  then  brought  it  up,  and  it  n 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  aud  order 
to  be  committed  to-morrow. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Wednesday,  February  5. 
[Mik  utes.]  Lord  Lowther  presenter 
petition  from  the  debtors  confined  in  C 
lisle  gaol,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  i 
table.— Mr,  Fox,  accompanied  by  seve 
members  of  the  house  of  commons,  brouj 
up  a  bill  to  enable  the  auditor  of  the  € 
chequer  to  nominate  a  trustee  to  execi 
the  duties  of  the  office  in  the  case  then 
mentioned.  The  bill  was  read  a  first  tin 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  1 
morrow.— -Xord  Auckland  made  a  moti 
respecting  the  standing  order.  His  loi 
ship's  motion  was,  to  take  the  standing  < 
ders,  No.  104  and  155,  into  consider 
tion  to-morrow,  with  the  view  of  suspei 
ing  them,  for  the  purpose  of  passing  t 
abpve  bill  through  its  different  siagi 
which  was  ordered,  and  that  the  lords' 
summoned. 
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ROt'SK    OF    COMMONS. 

JVrdmctdav,  February  5. 
Mi*«tk».]  Mr.  Hue,  from  the  go< 
asd  company  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
presented  an  "  account  from  ths 
of  England,  of  the  receipt  and  ex- 
atf*  of  7.615,167/.  It.  6d.  in  ont 
jar,  from  3d  Feb.  1805,  to  Slat  Jan, 
1J06",  by  the  commissioners  for  the  re- 
kateaol  the  National  Debt;  and  of  the 
•etiptaf  t,p06\lU4/.  17*.  \{d.  to  be  ap- 
jusd  in  the  quarter  between  the  1st  Feb, 
•d  the  1st  May,  1806'." — The  secretary 
i!  nor  presented,  pursuant  to  order,  the 
■wrj  accounts  moved  for  by  Mr.  Sheri- 
fcd  lEipcctmg  the  additional  force  bill, 
Tkr^bt  boo.  geiit.  observed,  that  those 
Kcauois  were  very  voluminous,  perhaps 
much  so  for  general  reading,  but 
them  was  a  recapitulation  paper, 
contained  the  substance  of  the 
For  the  printing  of  this  pape: 
;  was  his  intention  at  present  tc 
If  it  were  not  on  perusal  deemed 
tory  upon  the  subject  referred 
mid  be  competent  to  auy  gentleii 
Bove  that  the  whole  of  these  papers 
id  be  printed.  The  several  papers 
ordered  to  lie  en  the  table,  and  the 
ion  paper  was  ordered  to  be 
Mr.  Manning  presented  a  peti- 
Eon  ol  several  directors  of  the  Loudon 
tl«et  Company,  setting  forth,  "that  sevc- 
ai  sets  were  passed,  in  the  40lb.  44th,  and 
*Sth  years  of  his  present  majesty,  for 
naiiug  wet  docks,  basons,  cuts,  and  othei 
writs,  for  the  greater  accommodation  atic 
fccanty  of  shipping,  commerce,  and  re- 
*raur,  within  the  port  of  London  ;  am: 
ibat  toe  petitioners  have  made  great  pro- 
pi^  in  forming  the  docks,  and  in  exe- 
(•Ung  the  other  works  by  the  said  acts  di- 
Hcted  to  be  made;  but  the  whole  of  the 
*il  intended  works  cannot  he  completed 
■lea  the  petitioners  shall  be  authorized 
topsrebase  certain  houses,  lands,  and  he- 
Mitameuts  contiguous  to  the  present  pre- 
fcribed  limits  of  the  said  docks,  and  which 
*e  wanted  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the 
■id  acts  fully  into  execution  ;  and  that 
mt  powers  anil  provisions  of  the  said  acts 
hi,  in  some  respects,  been  found  de- 
I(6tc  and  sufficient,  and  it  is  necessary 
%t  (be  came  should  be  altered  and  en- 
bnj»d,  and  some  further  powers  granted  ; 
^(bnriore  praying,  that  leave  may  be 
pes  to  bring  in  a  bill  fur  the  purposes 
■Ml  nii.l."  Ordered  to  be  referred  to  a 
Mr.  Wilbeifoice  brought  in  a 


bill  for  enabling  the  justices  in  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  to  erect  court  houses, 
&c. ;  which  was  read  a  first  thee. — Mr. 
Alexander  brought  up  the  repert  of  the 
committee  on  the  malt  duty  bill;  the 
amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to* 
morrow. — On  the  motion  of  sir  C.  Bun- 
bury,  a  new  writ  was  ordered  to  be  issued 
for  Suffolk,  in  the  room  of  lord  viscount 
Brume,  now  marquis  Comwallis.  —  Mr. 
Alexander  brought  upthereportof  ibe  com- 
mittee on  the  pension  duty  bill,  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow. — On  themotiou  of 
Mr.  Fellowes,  the  order  made  last  session 
for  a  return  of  the  resident  and  non-resi- 
dent clergy  was  read,  and  the  return  was, 
ordered  to  be  made  forthwith. — On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Fox,  new  writs  were  or- 
dered for  the  borough  of  St.  Mawes,  in  the 
room  of  the  right  hon.  W.  Windham,  who, 
since  his  election,  bad  accepted  the  office 
of  one  of  his  majesty's  principal  secreta- 
ries of  stale  ;  for  the  county  of  Northum- 
berland, in  the  room  of  the  right  hon.  C. 
Grey,  who,  since  his  election,  had  accepted 
the  office  of  first  commissioners  for  execu- 
ting the  office  of  lord  high  admiral  of  Great 
Britain  ;  for  Calue,  in  the  room  of  lord 
Henry  Petty,  who,  since  his  election,  bad 
accepted  the  offices  of  chancellor  and  un. 
treasurer  of  his  majesty's  exchequer, — . 
H  uakisson  brought  in  the  three  bills,  for- 
which  he  yesterday  obtained  leave,  grant- 
ing annuities  to  lady  Nelson,  lord  Colling, 
wood,  and  sir  It.  Strachati.  They  were- 
read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
second  time  to-morrow. — Mr.  Fox  gave 
olice,  that  to-morrow  he  would  move  to 
postpone  to  a  future  day  the  consideration 
of  the  petition,  complaining  of  an  undue 
'  iction  for  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

[AUDITOHSHIP    OF   THE     ICxCilEUt  ER.] 

The  bouse  resolved  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee upon  the  bill  respecting  the  auditorship, 
of  the  exchequer,  Mr.  Foi  in  the  chair. 

r.  C.  Ifynae  said,  that  in  consequence 
of  the  suggestions  of  a  right  hon.  gent, 
{the  Attorney -General)  on  a  former  even- 

ng,  be  had  to  propose  a  clause,  which  he 
trusted  would  be  perfectly  satisfactory,  and 
would  serve  to  remove  every  objection  that 

■ad  been  made  to  this  bill.  The  natureof 
this  clause,  the  hon.  gent,  described  to  be, 

'iat  the  auditor  of  the  exchequer,  upon 

cepting  the  office  of  one  of  tbe  commis- 

aners  of  tbe  treasury,  should   appoint  a 

trustee  lo  hold  the  office  of  auditor,  which 
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trustee  should  be  responsible  to  the  auditor 
for  the  salary,  and  to  the  public  for  the 
due  execution  of  the  office. — Upon  the 
clause  being  read, 

The  Attorney-General  declared  that  this 
clause  entirely  removed  the  objections 
■which  he  had  yesterday  stated,  as  arising 
in  his  mind  against  the  bill. — This  clause, 
with  another,  enacting,  that  any  person  ac- 
cepting the  situation  of  trustee,  should  noi 
vacate  his  seat  in  the  house,  was  then 
agreed  to;  the  house  was  resumed,  and 
Mr.  Fox  having  brought  up  the  report,  it 
was  received  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
having  been  read  a  third  time,  was  passed, 
under  the  title  of  a  bill,  empowering  the 
auditor  of  his  majesty's  court  of  exchequer 
to  constitute  a  trustee  in  the  case  therein 
mentioned;  and  Mr.  Fox  was  ordered  to 
carry  it  to  the  lords,  which  he  did,  accom- 
panied by  a  number  of  the  members. 


1TOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Thursday,  February  fj. 
[Minutes.]  The  bill  lor  enabling  the 
auditor  of  the  exchequer  to  appoint  a  trus- 
tee to  execute  the  duties  of  the  office  in 
the  case  therein  mentioned,  was  read  a 
second  time. — Lord  Auckland,  after  ob- 
serving that  there  was  an  obvious  neces- 
sity for  passing  this  bill  as  speedily  as  possi- 
ble, moved  to  suspend  the  standing  orders 
104  and  155,  with  the  view  of  going 
through  the  different  stages  of  the  bill  this 
evening.  This  motion  being  agreed  to,  the 
bill  passed  through  a  committee,  was  re- 
ported, read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  and 
a  message  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  com- 
mons, to  acquaint  them  therewith. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Thursday,  February  6. 
The  Speaker  counted  the  house  at  four 
o'clock,  and  there  being  only  38  members 
present,  he  declared  the  house  adjourned 
till  to-morrow. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Friday,  February  7. 
[Minutes.]  The  house  met  at  11 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  royal 
assent  was  given  by  commission  to  the  au- 
ditor of  the  exchequer's  bill. — Their  lord- 
ships then  adjourned  till  five  in  the  after- 
noon, at  which  hour  they  again  met. — 
Lord  Eldon  observed,  that  several  appeals 
stood  over  from  the  last  session  for  judg- 
ment, to  the  consideration  of  which  he  had 
devoted  as  much- time  during  the  recess  as 


his  leisure  would  allow.  He  had  intended 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  ti 
propose  to  their  lordships  to  fix  days  fo 
giving  judgment  on  the  appeals  to  whic 
he  had  alluded,  and  his  purpose  in  risio 
now  was  to  give  notice,  that  he  shoulc 
about  the  middle  of  next  week,  move  t 
appoint  a  time  for  pronouncing  judgmet 
in  those  appeals,— Mr.  Alexander  brougi 
up  the  malt  duty  bill,  and  the  pension,  &c 
duty  bill,  which  were  severally  read  a  fin 
time. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS* 

Friday,  February  7. 
•  [Minutes.]  This  day,  about  1 1  o'clocl 
the  speaker  took  the  chair.  Jmmediatel 
after  prayers,  Mr.  Quarme  appeared  at  th 
bar,  and  in  virtue  of  his  majesty's  commi 
:--ion  addressed  to  certain  members  of  tt 
upper  house,  required  the  attendance  i 
the  house  of  commons  in  the  house  < 
lords  to  hear  the  commission  read,  and  tl 
royal  assent  given  to  the  bill  therein  mei 
tioned.  The  speaker  accordingly,  attende 
by  the  officers  of  the  house,  went  to  tl 
house  of  lords,  and  on  his  return  informe 
the  commons  that  he  had  been  presen 
and  heard  his  majesty's  assent  given  t 
commission  to  the  bill  for  empowering  tt 
auditor  of  exchequer  to  appoint  a  trusU 
to  act  for  him  in  the  event  therein  mei 
tioned. — The  house  then  adjourned  till 
o'clock,  when  they  proceeded  to  ballot  £ 
a  committee  to  try  the  merits  of  the  pel 
don  complaining  of  an  undue  return  f< 
the  county  of  Middlesex. — On  the  motic 
of  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  speaker  issued  h 
warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  for  ne 
writs  for  the  city  of  Westminster*  in  tl 
room  of  the  right  hon.  Charles  James  Fo 
who,  since  his  election,  had  accepted  of  ti 
office  of  one  of  his  majesty's  principal  i 
cretaries  of  state;  for  Buckinghamshire, 
the  room  of  earl  Temple,  who,  since  I 
election,  had  accepted  of  the  office 
joint  paymaster  of  the  forces ;  for  Mo 
peth,  in  the  room  of  lord  viscount  Mo 
peth,  who,  since  his  election,  had  accept 
of  the  office  of  one  of  the  commission* 
for  managing  the  affairs  of  India,  with 
salary;  for  Portsmouth,  in  the  room' 
admiral  Markham,  who,  since  his  electiq 
had  accepted  of  the  situation,  of  one 
the  commissioners  for  executing  'the  offi 
of  lord  high  admiral  of  England ;  and  i 
Tavistock,  in  Devonshire,  in  the  room' 
the  right  hon.  general  Richard  Fitzpatric 
who,  since  his  election,  had  accepted 
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that  the  return  should  be  amended,  by 
the  name  of  sir  Franci*  Burdett, 
selling  that  of  G.  Boultou  Mainwa- 
Ordered. — A  new  wit  was  directed 
10  be  issued  for  the  election  of  a  burgets 
in  serve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Newark  upon  Trent,1  in  the  room  of  sir 
Charles  Maurice  Pole,  wbo  had  accepted 
the  place  of  one  of  the  commissioners  for 
executing  the  office  ol  lord  high  admiral. — 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Creevey,  a  new  writ 
was  directed  to  be  issued  tor  the  election 
of  a  knight  of  the  shire  for  the  county  of 
Surrey,  in  the  room  of  lord  William  Rus- 
sell, who  had  accepted  the  place  of  one  of 
the  coinmissioiiers  tor  ejecutin^  the  office 
of  lord  h'gh  admiral. — A  new  writ  was  «- 
dered  to  be  issued  for  the  election  of  a 
member  for  Tavistock,  in  the  room  of  lord 
Robert  Spencer,  who  had  accepted  the 
stevyardship  of  the  Chiltern  Hundreds— 
A  ijew  writ  was  ordered  to  be  issued  for 
the  election  of  a  member  to  serve  for  Ryo- 


Ihe  office  of  secretary  at  war. — On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  the  speaker  is- 
iiicd  his  warrant  t'  i  the  clerk  of  the  crown 
for  ■  new  writ  for  Portsmouth,  in  the  room 
of  Ibe  right  lion.  Thomas  Erskine,  who, 
linee  his  election,  Lad  accepted  of  the  of- 
fice of  lord  high  chancellor  of  England. — 
On  tie  motion  of  Mr,  C.  W.  W.  Wynne,  a 
mw  writ  was  ordered  to  be  issued  for 
Ukehampton,  in  the  room  of  lord  »iscou!it 
Althorpc,  who,  since  his  election,  had  ac- 
cepted of  the  situation  of  one  of  tl:e  com- 
»i(sioners  for  executing  the  office  of  lord 
high  admiral. — On  the  motion  of  Mr, 
Hobhouse,  the  speaker  directed  his  war- 
tint  to  be  issued  for  a  new  writ  for  Har- 
wich, in  the  room  of  the  tight  huu.  John 
Hiley  Addington,  who,  since  his  eleel 
had  "accepted  of  the  office  of  one  of  the 
commissioners  for  the  affairs  of  India,  with 
■  salary. — Lady  Nelson's,  lord  Colling- 
nood's,  and  sir  It,  Strachan's  annuity  bills 

a  second  time,  and  ordered  to 

be  committed. 

HOUSE    OP    LORDS. 

Monday,  February  10. 
[Minutes.]  The  new  lord  chiuudlur 
right  hou.  Thomas  lord  Erakine,  wai 
iuced  (holding  the  seals  in  hit  hatni) 
lord  Holland  and  the  earl  of 
Moira,  preceded  by  the  duke  of  Norfolk, 
earl  Marshal,  and  attended  by  garter  king 
at  arms.  His  patent  of  creation  haying 
been  read  at  the  table,  and  the  oaths  ad- 
ministered, lord  Erskine  took  his  seat  as  a 
baron,  and  afterwards  :is  speaker  on  the 
woolsack,  when  he  deliveied  tho  seals  to 
hij  pursebearer. — The  house  then  adjourn. 
ti  during  pleasure,  that  the  lord  chaucelioi 
might  unrobe.  In  a  few  minutes  his  lord- 
ibip  returned,  and  the  house  being  re- 
lumed, the  malt  duly  bill,  and  the  pension 
kc.  duly" bill  severally  passed  through  com- 
tuitees,  and  were  reported. 


HOUSE   or   COMMONS. 

Monda-j,    February    10. 

[MiNt'TfcS.]      Sir  Jacob  Astli 

td  a  petition  from  the  debtors  ic 

It  jail  of   Norfolk,  praying  for  relief.     Or- 

fered    to    lie    on    the"  table.-"1'-    "»— 


v  pn'seii!- 


up    the  repei 


Updated  to  try  the  merits  of  the  petitior 
relative  to  the  Middlesex  election.  Th< 
Hsort  was,  tbat  the  committee  had  de- 
udrd  tbat  sir  Francis  Burdett  was  not  duly 
alerted,  and  that  George  Boult.m  Mai 
i^ir»sdu!y  elected.    Hethcreforenic 


"ate,  iu  the  room  of  the  lion.  John  Somera 
Cocks,  now  lord  Somers,  culled  to  the 
house  of  peers. — A  person  from  the  Bank 
presented  an  account  of  the  unclaimed  di- 
vidends due  on  the  lOLh  of  Oct.  1 802,  and 
unpaid  on  the  -23d  of  March,  1805. — Mr. 
Voneittart  moved,  "That  there  be  laid  be- 
fore this  house,  an  account  of  the  net  pro- 
f  all  the  permanent  taxes  and  of  the 
ixes  in  Great  liritaiu  for  the  years 
j  the  Stfe  of  Jan.  IS05,  and  the  5th 
of  Jan.  180b",  respectively,  distinguishing 
cli  quarter. 
[Commit}  es  of  Ways  asd  Means.] 

of  ways  and  means,  in  which 

Mr.  Vansittert  moved,  according  to  the 
notice  he  gave  on  Friday,  for  a  grant  of 
five  million  to  be  raised  by  exchequer 
bills.  He  said,  it  was  with  great  satisfac- 
tion he  assured  the  bouse,  that  such  was 
the  state  of  exchequer  bills  now  in  the 
market,  that  the  present  intended  issue 
would  not  in  the  least  detriment  those  now 
outstanding;  as  these  bills  were  intended 
to  be  made  payable  four  months  after  date, 
and  might  be  taken  up  either  from  the  next 
loan,  or  by  oilier  exchequer  bills,  as  should 
be  found  most  convenient,  when  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  should  bring  for- 
ward the  general  estimates  for  the  present 
year's  expenditure.  This  was  no  more 
than  u  mere  temporary  accommodation,  to 
enable  the  present  government  to  carry  on 
the  public  business,  and  make  the  ueces- 
sary  payments  to  tie  end  of  the  present 
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miartiET.wJflie  resolution  was  agreed  to, 
the  house  resumed,  and  the  report  was  Or- 
dered to  be  received  to-morrow. 

[tVXTfrfcss's  Indemnity   Bill.]     Mr. 
Whitbretid  rose  in  pursuance  of  his  notice 
on  Friday  last,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  indemnify  all  such  persons  as 
should  be  required  to  give  evidence  on  the 
impeachment  of  lord  Melville,  and  who 
had  served  under  him  at  any  time,  in  the 
Navy  Pay  Office.     He  would  state  the  rea- 
sons briefly  which  obliged  him  to  originate 
this  measure  this  year,   though   he   was 
aware  that  they  rnust,  in  some  degree,  be 
in  the  recollection  of  the  house.     Several 
lawyers  had  given  it  as  tbeit  opinion,  that 
many  of  the  questions  which  Mr.  Trotter 
rnight  be  required  to  answer,  would,  if  an* 
swered,  fairly  expose  him  to  the  dangers 
of  prosecution.  In  order  to  obviate  this  dif- 
ficulty, a  bill  was  last  year  brought  in  to  in- 
demnify Mr.  Trotter,  and  such  persons  as 
should  be  required  to  give  evidence  in  the 
case  of  lord  Melville,  sfgainst  the  conse- 
quences of  any  criminal  prosecution.     The 
hon.  baronet  over  the  way  (sir  W.  Elford) 
Jjad  then  moved,  that  the  indemnity  should 
extend  to  civil  as  well  as  criminal  prosecu- 
tions, in  order  to  have  the  witnesses  free 
from  any  bias  whatever.    This  proposition 
of  his  had  been  agreed  to,  and  the  bill, 
thus  amended,  sent  to  the  lords.     Some 
difficulties  had  arisen  in  the  lords  upon  the 
subject,  in  consequence  of  which  the  in- 
demnity, as  to  civil  suits,  had  been  struck 
out,  and  the  bill  passed  in  this  state;  the 
question,  however,  respecting  these  civil 
suits,  had  been  referred  to  the  judges,  who 
were  directed  to  give  their  opinions  within 
three  weeks.     The  bill  had  been  rejected 
in  the  commons,  in  consequence  of  the 
lords'  amendments,  and  he  had  brought  in 
another,  extending  to  criminal  prosecution 
only,  which  had  passed,  and  received  the 
toyal   sanction.     In  'the  mean   time   the 
three  weeks  had  expired,  and  the  judges 
tad  given  no  opinion ;  and  now,  in  fact, 
there  was  no  question  before  them.     In 
consequence  of  different  events  which  had 
lately  taken  place,  he  had  refrained  from 
Coming  to  the  house  sooner  upon  this  bu- 
siness; but,   however,  as  this  delay  had 
taken  place,  he  must  beg  that   the  bill 
might  be  carried  forward  with  all  possible 
Speed,  that  it  mi^ht  be  carried  to  the  other 
iouse,  and  that  the  opinions  of  the  judges 
.might  be  taken,  before  they  proceeded  on 
the  circuit.    This  was  the  more  requisite, 
at  every  thing  that  bad  cope'  under  their 


observation  proved  that  the  evidence  t 
Mr.  Trotter  was  indispensably  necessarf 
It  might  be  proper  to  say  a  tew  words  JR 
lative  to  the  situation  in  whi£h  the  cbifl 
ntittee  stood.     They  had  proceeded  in  tti 
task  assigned  them  with  scarcely  the  intd 
mission  of  a  day ;  but  it  would  be  recdl 
lected  that  they  had  been  obliged  to  cant 
on  a  long  and  laborious  investigation  of 
number  of  voluminous  Aocurfrente,  putAj 
and  private,  and  to  search  theni  very  tBfi 
nutely,  in  order  to  establish  the  articlJ 
which  they  had  already  preferred ;  and  thj 
they  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  4 
amining  a  variety  of  witnesses,  many  I 
them  from  distant  parts  of  the  island,  esfll 
cially  from  the  north.     He  hoped,  hos 
ever,  that  the  committee  would  soon  t 
enabled  to  complete  the  business,  as  II 
as  the  house  had  hitherto  proceeded,     fl 
thought  it  right  to  State,  that  it  was  ii 
tended  to  present  a  special  report  to  tl 
house,   respecting   certain   circumstand 
that  had  come  to  their  knowledge  sin) 
they  had  entered  upon  their  labours  as 
committee,  with  a  view  to  lay  the  found 
tion  for  a  fresh  article  or  two  of  impeacl 
ment  against  lord  Melville.    This  he  sai 
in  order  to  give  the  house  all  proper  info 
matiou  respecting  their  proceedings,  atf 
to  prevent  any  person  from  saying  hereaft 
that  he  was  taken  by  surprize.    At  tl 
same  time,  though  the  grounds  of  the  ri 
port  were  settled,  and   the  report  ittt 
almost  ready  to  be  presented,  it  was  st 
thought  proper  to  withhold  it  till  M 
Trotter  could   be  examined.     The  ho 
gent,  concluded  by  moving  for  leave 
bring  in  a  bill  "  to  indemnify  persons  wl 
shall  give  evidence  against  Henry  lord  vi 
count  Melville,  towards  or  upon '  the  il 
peach  ment  voted  against  him  by  the  coi 
mons  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  B: 
tain  and  Ireland,  in  parliament  assemble 
in  respect  of  acts  done  by  such  persons 
any  office  or  employment  held  by  them  u 
der  the  said  lord  viscount  Melville,  duri 
the  time  he  held  and  enjoyed  the  office 
treasurer  of  his  majesty's  navy." 

Sir  W.  Elford  observed,  that  the  obj* 
of  the  bill  now  moved  for,  seemed  to 
exactly  the  same  with  that  which  he*  h 
thought  necessary  to  suggest  last  year.  I 
view  was  to  render  the  witnesses  free  fix 
all  bias  whatever,  either  on  one  side  pr  t 
other,  and  this,  in  his  opinion,  was  not 
be  effected  without  removing  all  fear  01 
liability  to  any  danger  from  any  thing  tfc 
might  disclose  either  by  a  criminal  pro 
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cation,  or  a  ervtl  suit.  Being  of  tbis  opi- 
nio*, lie  had,  cif  course,  suggested  the 
amendment  which  had  been  carried  in  this 
haste.  The  juil^f  s  had  certainly  given  no 
Opinion,  and  in  fact  hud  refused  to  give  an 
opinion  on  a  question  put  to  them  on  such 
■  broad  basis.  But,  however,  he  hoped, 
dut  the  witnesses  would  be  free  from  ail 
Lit,  so  that  evei-y  chance  of  justice  might 
rraiain  both  for  the  individual  ,ind  the 
public.  With  this  object  in  view,  he  could 
have  no  objection  to  the  bill  being  brought 
in,  and  as  the  principle  had  already  been 
recognised  bv  the  house,  he  saw  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  suffered  to  proceed 
mtb  all  the  requisite  dispatch. — The  ques- 
tion n;ts  then  put,  and  leave  given.  After 
which  Mr.  Whubread  tfrougbt  in  the.  bill, 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
committed,  reported,  and  ordered  to  be 
rwd  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  February  1 1 
[Mi-.-i.tes.]  Lord  Somers  < 
and  took  his  seat,  on  acceding  t< 
age,  on  the  demise  of  his  father,  the  late 
luril.' — The  malt,  and  place  and  pension  du- 
ly bills  were  severally  read  a  third  time, 
no  parsed,   and   me^ani  *  ordered  to 


-Mi.  Gn 


.the 


edit  the  bar  the  annual  act 
of  the  convicts  on  the  Riv 
W  Portsmouth;  which  we 
on  the  table. 


Tuf-ailily,     Plhiuory    i  1. 
[Mfsutes.1      A  message  fiuui  the  lord 
communicated  tt.e  r  lorclt-lcris'  assent  to  tin 
null  duly  bill,  and  the  pensions,  sugar,  tu- 
htten,  and  snuff  duty  bills*—. On  the 
Hwi   of  lord    Folfcmloite,   the  accouir 
the  table,  stating  ri.t  progrucs  made  by  the 
romrnissionerK   fur   reducing   the   national 
4ebt  for  the  year  fiodiag  the   Jlst  of  Ji 
hrt.   was    ordered    to    be    printed,  —  ? 
Aleratider  brought    up    lie   report  of  the 
committee  of  wavs  and  means.     The 


tfor  a 


(  five  millio 


of  e 


chequer  bills  was  read  and  agreed  to,  aui 
■  bill  ordered. — Mr.  Tierney  rose  to  re 
*we  a  notice,  which  he  had  submitted  ti 
the  house  above  two  years  ago.  He  said 
that  he  should  on  this  day  three  week 
Bove  for  leave    to    bring   in  a  bill  for   th. 


V\. 


purpose  of  removing  ail  doubts  with  re- 
pect  to  the  law  which  applied  to  the  treat- 
ing at  elections.  The  reason  which  urged 
him  so  long  to  delay  bringing  this  subject 
icfore  the  house,  the  right  hon.  gent, 
stated  to  be,  that  ever  since  he  had 
i  notice,  a  number  of  election  peti- 
tions had  been  generally  before  the  house, 
which  in  most  cases  involved  this  ques- 
i. — New  writs  were  ordered  for  Wilton, 
he  room  of  lord  viscount  l>'itzwilliam, 
who  had  accepted  the  stewardship  of  the 
manorof  East  Hundred;  and  for  Haverford- 
west, in  the  room  of  lord  Kensington,  who 
had  been  appointed  one  of  the  cummis- 
?rs  for  executing  the  office  of  lord 
high  admiral. — Mr.  Vansittart  moved,  1. 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  house,  an 
icoiuil  of  the  number  of  vessels,  with  the 
amount  of  their  tonnage,  and  the  value 
(oilicial  and  computed)  of  their  cargoes, 
which  entered  inwards,  and  cleared  out- 
wards, in  the  several  ports  on  the  West 
t  of  Great  Britain,  from  Liverpool  in- 
ve  to  the  northward,  from  or  to  any 
part  of  the  continent  of  Europe  situate 
'thward  or  north-eastward  of  Holland, 
and  also  from  or  to  any  ports  on  the  east 
coast  ut  Great  Britain,  from  Lvnn  Regis,  in 
Norfolk,  inclusive,  to  the  northward,  for 
five  years,  ending  the  5lh  of  Jan.  1793, 
and  for  live  years,  ending  the  5th  day  of 
-Ian.  1806."  2.  "An  account  of  the  num. 
her  of  vessels,  with  the  amount  of  their 
tonnage,  and  the  value  (official  and  corn* 
puled)  of  their  cargoes,  winch  entered  in- 
wards, and  cleared  outwards,  in  the  se- 
veral northern  ports  of  Ireland,  including 
Dublin  and  Sligo,  from  or  to  any  part  of 
the  Continent  of  Europe,  situate  northward 
or  north-eastward  of  Holland;  and  also 
from  or  to  any  ports  on  the  east  coast  of 
Great  llritain,  from  Lynn  Itegis,  in  Nor- 
folk, inclusive,  to  the  northward,  for  five 
years,  ending  the  5th  of  Jan.  17JJ3,  and  for 
five  years,  ending  the  5th  of  Jan.  1S067' 
Ordered.  —  Mr.  O'Hara  moved,  "  that 
there  be  laid  before  this  house,  an  account 
of  the  totals  of  the  imports  and  exports  of 
Great  Britain,  according  lo  their  real  va- 
lue, for  the  years  ending  ,5th  Jan.  IHOO,  1, 
2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  respectively,  id  as  to 
ascertain  the  balance  of  each  year."  Or- 
dered ;  aa  was  also  a  similar  account  for 
Ireland. 

[Affairs  or  India.]  Lord  Folkestone 
adverted  to  the  notice  which  had  been 
given  by  an  hon.  gent,  near  him  (Mr. 
1'anli)  with  respect  to  this  affairs  of  India, 


» 


I 
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and  to  the  several  papers  which  that  hon. 
gent,  had  moved  tor  preparatory  to  his  in- 
tended motion.  But  in  addition  to  the 
papers  on  the  table,  and  those  ordered  to 
be  laid  before  the  house,  the  noble  lord 
thought  the  following  essentially  necessary 
to  h.  thorough  investigation  and  full  un- 
derstanding of  the  subject  to  which  they 
referred ;  he  should  therefore  move,  1 . 
"  That  there  be  laid  before  this  house,  a 
return  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  privates  and  recruits  belonging  to 
his  majesty's  service,  which  have  been  em- 
barked for  the  East-Indies,  from  June 
17>-3,  to  the  last  embarkation ;  and  of 
those  who  have  returned  to  Great  Britain, 
distinguishing  each  yeai^"  2.  "  A  return 
of  the  cadets  and  recruits  entered  and  en- 
listed for  the  service  of  the  Eust-India 
company,  who  have  been  embarked  for  the 
several  presidencies  in  India,  from  June 
1793>  to  the  last  embarkation,  and  of 
those  who  have  returned  to  Great  Britain, 
distinguishing  each  .year."     Ordered. 

Mr.  Paull  moved,  for  an  account  of  the 
quantity  of  specie  and  bullion  which  had 
been  exported  to  the  several  presidencies 
in  India,  siuce  the  year  1797  ;  and  also  an 
account  of  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
from  those  presidencies,  distinguishing  the 
amount  to  and  from  each  presidency,  and 
also  each  year. 

The  Speaker  suggested  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  hon.  gent,  whether  it  would  not 
be  more  regular  to  give  notice  of  a  motion 
of  this  nature,  particularly  1n  the  thin 
6tate  of  the  Jaouse  ;  because  if,  hereafter, 
there  should  be  any  objection  tp  the  pro- 
duction of  such  an  account,  another  speci- 
fic motion  must  be  made  to  expunge  the 
order.  The  right  hon.  gent,  thought  it 
his  duty  to  submit  this  remark  to  the  hon. 
gent.,  leaving  it  to  his  own  discretion  to  de- 
termine upon  what  course  to  pursue.— In 
consequence  of  this  suggestion,  Mr.  Paul] 
gave  notice  of  his  motion  for  to-morrow. 

[Loud  Colling  wood's  Annuity  Bill.] 
Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  ot 
lady  Nelson's  annuity  bill,  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. — Upon  the 
report  of  lord  Collingwood's  annuity  bill 
being  brought  up, 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  as  he  was 
the  person  who  presented  his  majesty's 
message  upon  this  subject,  he  thought  it 
bis  duty  to  state,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  house,  certain  circumstances  which  had 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  late  admi- 


nistration, since  this  message  was  recoq 
mended.      These  circumstances   were  .< 
such  a  nature  as  strongly  to  urge  the  pm 
priety  of  reconsidering  the  limitations  cop 
tamed  in  the  bill  before  the  house.  Althou| 
he  did  not  feel  himself  entitled  to  ex  pa 
that  any  suggestion#of  his  Would  be  muc 
attended  to  by  his  majesty's  present  mini) 
ters,  yet  upon  this  occasion  he  could  m 
suppose    that    the   grounds    upon  whin 
his  suggestion  rested,  could  fail  to  inters 
their  consideration.     According  to  thai 
miiations  in  the  bill  before  the  house,  tt 
succession  to  the  annuity  was  settled  upc 
the  two  next  male  heirs  of  lord  Collinj 
wood.     But  it  appeared  that  this  nob 
lord  had  no  male  children,  his  family  coi 
sisting  merely   of  lady   Colliugwood  ai 
two  daughters ;  who,  in  the  event  of  th) 
gallant  officer's  death,  were  likely  to  be .4 
posed  to  a  state  of  distress,  which,  no  ctout 
it  would  be  the  most  anxious  wish  of  th 
house  and  the  country  to  prevent.     Wi 
a  view  then  to  guard  against  such  cons 
quences,  and  to  aftbrd  an  opportunity 
arranging  more  suitable  provision  for  tl 
family  of  lord  Colliugwood,  it  was  his  wi 
to  suspend  the  progress  of  this  bill  for  sob 
time.     He  therefore  moved  that  the  r 
port  be  taken  into  consideration  on  tl 
day  sen  night. 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope,  who  stated  that 
had.  long   had   the   honour  of  being   I 
quainted  with  lord  Collingwood  and  1 
family,  recommended  that,  instead  of  t 
limitations  at  present  in  the  bill,  it  shoo 
be  arranged  thus ;  that  in  case  of  the  des 
of  that  meritorious  officer,  1000/.  a  yc 
of  the  proposed  annuity  should  descend 
his  widow,  and  500/.  per  year  to  each 
his  daughters,  to  be  held  by  them  duri 
their  lives.     This  plan  would  be  infinite 
more  suitable  than  that  which  the  bill  ex 
tained,  as  lord  Collingwood  was  not  liki 
to  have  any  more  children ;  and  sure 
was  that  it  would  be  touch  more  agreeat 
to  the  family  of  that  noble  lord,  and 
course  to  the  feelings  of  that  noble  lc 
Himself.     It  would  serve  to  relieve  mu 
of  that  anxiety  which  must  naturally  ar 
in  the  breast  of  a  parent  who  is  daily  « 
posed  to  death  in  his  country's  cause,  a 
who   must  be  sorely  afflicted  by  the  ic 
that  his  death  would  leave  his  family  w 
a  very    limited   provision.      Parliame 
the  hon.  member  had  no  doubt,  would 
happy  and  prompt  to  release  the  feelii 
of  that  noble  lord  from  such  an  afflict 
prospect. 
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Mr,  Vansittart  felt  the  utmost  satisfac- 
tion in  acceding  to  the  proposition  of  tile 
noble  lord,  and  he  had  not  the  least  doubt 
that  the  object  to  which  it  referred  would 
meet  with  the  fullest  attention  from  his  mu- 
jetty's  present  ministers.  They  would  of 
course  nut  tail  to  take  care  that  the  family 
uf  an  officer  who  deserved  so  well  of  his 
Country  should  not  be  left  without  an  ade- 
quate provision  ;  and  with  that  view  it 
•mild  certainly  be  necessary  to  provide, 
that,  in  failure  of  male  issue,  the  proposed 
annuity  slioukl  devolve  on  the  other 
branches  of  the  noble  lord's  family. 

Admtrul  Harvey  observed,  that  it  was 
no  affair  of  bis  to  consider  with  what  tin 
annuity  mentioned  in  the  hill  originated 
but  it  was  to  hira  an  object  of  the  mus 
wrious  solicitude,  that  such  merit  as  ilia 
of  lord  Collingwood  should  not  go  unre- 
warded,  or  that  the  family  of  such  a  mai 
should  not  be  left  unprovided  for.  That  tin 
latter  was  likely  to  be  the  case,  if  the  housi 
thotild  not  reconsider  the  bill  under  dis- 
cussion, hp  very  much  feared  was  but  too 
true. —  The  motion  was  then  put  anc 
agreed  to. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Wcdtiesdull,  February  IS. 
[Misvtes.]  The  royai  assent  Wat 
given,  by  commission,  to  the  malt  tax, 
and  place  and  pension  duty  bills,  and  to 
the  bill  for  naturalizing  John  de  Rickholme, 
—Mr.  Whitbread  brought  up  •'rum  the 
commons  a  bill  to  indemnify  all  persons 
•erving  under  Henry  lord  Melville,  while 
treasurer  of  bis  majesty's  navy,  from  and 
against  all  civil  processes,  to  which  they 
oiay  be  liable  in  consequence  of  the  evi- 
dence they  may  give  in  the  case  of  the 
impeachment  pending  ajuiit-.t  the  said  lord 
Melville.— I -ord  Holland  moved  the  first 
reading  of  the  bill  ;  which  being  done  ac- 
cordingly, his  lordship  moved,  that  the 
Mid  bill  be  printed. 


Wednesday,  February  IQ. 
fMraUTES.]  Lord  Henry  Petty  was 
worn,  and  took  his  seat,  on  his  election 
to  represent  the  university  of  Cambridge. 
—Mr.  Johnson  from  the  oflice  of  chief 
Wcretary  for  Ireland,  presented  a  return 
of  (he  sums  received  and  disbursed  by  the 
Commissioners  ol  accounts  lor  Ireland,  in 
lot  *f»r  ending  5th  Jan.  1806.  As  also 
•Neral  other  papers  ;  among  which  were 
owuio  returns  from  the  county  magistrates. 


This  last  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  on  the 
motion  of  sir  J.  Newport,  wlio  staged  that 
it  was  -very  material  to  the  peupJe.  of 
Ireland,  that  the  information  it  contained 
should  be  as  fully  as  possible  before  the 
house. — Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald  obtained  leive 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  facilitateOthe  division 
of  lands  subject  to  ascertained  right  of 
common  in  Ireland— On  tbe  m..tion  of 
Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald,  it  was  ordered,  that 
there  be  laid  belore  the  house,  conies  of  the 
certificates  of  the  lord  thief  justice  of  the 
king's  bench,  the  chief  justice  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  and  the  master  of  the 
rolls,  in  Ireland,  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
fees  of  the  different  ollices  held  by  patent 
in  their  respective  departments.— Tlie  bill 
for  indemnifying  from  civil  suits  entniti  per- 
sona giving  evidence  against  lord  Mrlville, 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. — M  r .  P*ull 
moved,  "  that  a  return  of  the  specie  and 
bullion  exported  by  the  lion,  the  directors 
of  the  East-India  company  to  the  several 
presidencies  in  India,  from  1793,  to  Sept. 
last,  be  laid  before  the  house."  Before  the 
quealiou  was  put,  Mr.  Vausittart  said  he 
must  appeal  to  the  hon.  gent. 'a  caudour, 
to  postpone  his  motion  ibr  the  present,  as 
a  right  hon.  friend  of  his,  not  now  in  the 
house,  but  who  would  be  (tiara  in  the 
course  of  it  few  days,  hail  expressed  a  wish 
to  be  present  when  (he  motion  was  made. 
Mr  Paull  acquiesced  in  the  delay,  and  the 
motion  was,  with  the  leave  of  the  house, 
withdrawn. — On  the  motion  of  Mr  Brooke 
it  was  ordered  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  house,  an  "  account  uf  the  several  con- 
tracts for  spirits,  and  the  prices  at  which 
they  were  made,  entered  into  by  (he  corn- 
's of  bis  majesty's  victualling 
board  for  the  supply  of  tbe  royal  navy, 
from  5th  July  1803,  to  5th  Jan.  lSOu",  dis- 
tinguishing the  quantities  of  foreign  bran- 
dy or  British  plantation  rum  delivered, 
d  the  respective  potts  of  delivery.'' — 
Mr.  Vaushlart  brought  up  the  5  million 
:hequer  bills  bill,   which  was  read  a  first 


'F/iursday,  February  13. 

[Witnesses'  Indemnity  Bill.]    Lord 

Holland  moved  that  tbe  witnesses'  indoui- 

ly  bill    should  be   read  a  second   time  on 

Monday,  and  that  the  lords  be  summoned. 

Lord  iiiiickesbuiy  said  he   did  i,ot  mean 

to   oppose   the   motion  madw  by  his  noble 

"  "end,  he  only  Wished  to  call  the  attention 

of  the  bouie  to  ibis  bill,  the  oljecl  of  which, 
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it  would  be  recollected  by  their  lordships, 
made  part  of  a  bill  which  was  before  the 
bouse  last  session,  and  which  went  to  in- 
demnify persons   giving  evidence  on  the 
impeachment  of  lord  Melville,  frbm  both 
criminal  prosecutions  and  civil  process,  in 
consequence}  of    such    evidence.      Some 
doubts,  however,  then  arose  with  respect 
to  the  indemnification  from-  civil  process, 
and  oaly  the  indemnity  from  criminal  pro- 
secutions was  agreed  to.     With  respect  to 
the  civil. indemnity,  certain  questions  were 
referred  to  the  judges,   with  a  view  of  as- 
certaining  whether  persons  were    legally 
justified  in  refusing  to   answer   questions, 
the  result  of  which  might  subject  them  to 
a  civil  suit.     Their  lordships   were  aware 
that,  a  prorogation  having  intervened,  the 
judges  did  not  conceive  that  there  were  any , 
questions   now  regularly  before   them   to 
which  they  were  called  upon  to  give  an  an- 
swer.    The  subject,  however,   which  was 
involved  in  those  questions,  he  considered 
to  be  of  importance,  and  he  suggested  whe- 
ther it  would  not  now  be  advisable  to  re- 
fer similar  questions  to  the  judges,  for  the 
opinion  of  that  learned  body,  before  they 
proceeded  upon  the  bill  ? 

Lord  Holland  said,  he  did  not  object  to 
the  proceeding  proposed  by  the  noble  lord ; 
but,  as  there  was  an  obvious  necessity  that 
their  lordships  should  either  pass  or  reject 
the  bill  now  before  them  without  loss  of 
time,  his  noble  friend  would  also  be  aware 
of  the  necessity  of  having  the  opinions  of 
the  judges  as  speedily  as  possible.  The 
earliest  day  that  could  be  named  would,  he 
conceived,  be  the  most  advisable  to  he  ap- 
pointed for  the  attendance  of  the  judges, 
in  order  that  their  lordships  might,  without 
delay,  proceed  upon  the  bill,  aud  either 
agree  to  its  provisions,  or  finally  reject  it. 
After  a  few  words  interchanged  between 
lords  Hawkesbury  and  Holland,  respecting 
the  time  to  be  appointed,  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  judges  should  attend  on  Monday, 
for  the  purpose  of  then  referring  to  them 
certain  questions. 


HOUSE   OP    COMMOK9. 

Thursday,  February  13. 

[Minutes.]  Mr.  J.  Pym  and  Mr.  G. 
B.  .Main waring,  took  the  oaths,  and  their 
seats  for  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Mid- 
dlesex.— On  Uhe  motion  of  Mr.  Hurst,  a 
new  writ  was  ordered  for  Steyning,  in  Sus- 
sex, in  the  room  of  lord  Ossulston,  who, 
since  his  election,  had  accepted  of  the  of- 


fice of  treasurer  of  his  majesty's  hops  Ijold 
— On  the  motion  of  Mr.  L.  Duudas,  a  nay 
writ  was  ordered  for  Richmond  iu  Yprjcy 
shire,  in  the  room,  of  the  hon.  ,G.  H- I* 
Dundas,  who,  since  his  election,  had  apr 
cepted  of  the  office  of  steward  of  the  Coil? 
tern  Hundreds. -r-Ou  the  motion  of  Mr, 
Vansittart,  a  new  writ  was  ordered  to  bo 
issued  for  Cashell,  iu  Ireland,  iu  the  room. 
of  the  right  hon,  W.  Wick  ham,  appointed 
one  of  the  lords  of  the  treasury ;  and  fpjf 
Wareham,  in  Dorsetshire,  in  the  room  oj 
J.  Calcruft,  esq.  appointed  clerk  to  thfl 
hoard  pf  ordnauce.  —  On  the  motion  oj 
id j*.  Creevey,  the  name  of  lord  H.  Pett) 
was  added  to  the  committee  for  managing 
the  impeachment  against  lord  viscpunj 
Melville. 

[Woollen  Weavers'  Petition.]  Ad' 

miral  Berkeley  presented  a  petition  of  t£< 

veral  woollen  weavers,  resident  in  or  new 

the  clothing  towns   and   villages    in   tbj 

county  of  Gloucester,  setting  forth,  "  th$ 

the  petitioners  have  for  several  years  pas 

suffered  great  hardships  and  distress,  owinj 

to  certain  master  clothiers  having,  for  thai 

own  emolument,  violated  those  lawswhicj 

parliament  has  from  time  to  time  enactei 

for  the  preservation  and  prosperity  of  th 

woollen  manufacture,  and  for  the  due  pre 

tection  of  the  persons  employed  therein 

and  that  the  said  laws  have  been  so  vie 

lated,  under  the  pretence  of  their  beiq 

obsolete ;  and .  that  the  said  master  clo 

thiers,  ^ter  their  repeated  applications  t 

parliament  for  an  indiscriminate  suspeo 

sion  or  repeal  of  nearly  the  whole  code  < 

existing  laws  had  failed,  at  length,  at  tfc 

close  of  the  session,  in  the  month  of  Jul 

1 S03,  obtained  a  bill  for  suspending  tr. 

said  laws  until  the  first  day  of  July  follow 

ing,  under,  as  the  petitioners  were  informe 

and  believe,  a  solemn  pledge  and  assu; 

ance,  that  they  would  come  forward  earl 

in  the  ensuing  session  with  9  bill  for  a  gj 

neral  revision  and  regulation  of  the  sai 

laws,   and  owing  to  which  assurauce  U 

petitioners  forbore  from  opposing  the  sa 

bill  of  suspension ;  and  that  from  that  pi 

riod  up  to  the  present  time  the  said  rnasti 

clothiers  have  not  come  forward  with  ai 

bill  of  revision  or  regulation  whatever,  bi 

have,    during    each    succeeding    sessia 

waited  till  near  its  close,  and  then  urg< 

the  want  of  time  for  investigation  as 

ground  for  their  soliciting  a  further  b 

of  suspension ;  and  that  during  this  pp 

j  traded  suspension  of  the  laws,  the  pej 

[  iioners  have  been  the  afflicted  specUto 
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of  Lbeir  daily  violation  by  the  master  clo- 
tbiei-,  who  have  been  nuking  fortunes  to 
Iheneelvca  at  the  expense  ol  those  privi- 
leges, OJtd  ol  that  emplovnieut,  which  par- 
liament ha*  held  out  and  guaranteed  to  the 
petitioners  as  a  reward  for  long  und  faithful 
■rrvices.  and  by  such  practices  injurious 
to  the  ultimate  reputation  of  tbe  fabric; 
and  that,  under  these  c i re um slan oca,  the 
petitioners  pray  that  their  case  may  he 
taken  into  speedy  consideration,  and  that 
Hieh  relief  may  be  afforded  to  them  as 
tht  house  shall  seem  meet." — Ordered 
■  x  upon  the  table. 


Friday,  February  lb. 
[MmrTRs.]  Mr.  J.  Latouche  presented 
a  petition  from  tht  debtors  confined  in 
Martthafsea  prison  »f  Dublin,  which 

ordered    to  lie  on  the  table. — Mr.  P 

gave  notice,  that  on  Wednesday  nest  he 
would  make  his  motion  for  a  return  ol  the 
bullion,  bills  of  en  chequer,  fee.  exported 
to  India,  by  whidi  asportation  several  acts 
at  the  prevent  king  bad  been  violated. — 
The  exchequer  bills  bill  went  through  a 
committee. — On  the  motion  of  Mr.  U'al- 
pole,  a  new  writ  was  ordered  for  the  city 
of  Litchfield,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  An- 
ton, esq.  now  lord  Anson. — On  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hurst,  a  new  writ  was  ordered 
for  die  borough  ol"  Stevning,    in   I 

of  James  Martin  Lloyd,  esq.  wl 

bit  election,  had  accepted  the  office  of 
Herod  of  his  niajestv'sChil  tern  Hundreds. 


Saturday,  February  15. 
[Minutes.]  Mr.  alderman  Combe 
hrougbt  up  a  petition  from  the  prisoner; 
confined  for  debt  in  the  gaol  of  Ludyate, 
fraying  relief;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
tie  table. — Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the 
teport  on  the  bill  for  raising  5  millions  by 
tttbequer  bills.  Tbe  amendments  were 
•Bad,  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered 
IP  *e  read  a  third  time  on  Monday,  if  then 


Monday,  February  17. 

{Witnesses'   Indemnity  Bill,]     On 

At  order  ot  tbe  day  being  read  for  tbe  second 

Hading  of  this  bill,  and  fur  the  attendance 
«f  tbe  judgea,  who  were  all  present, 
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Lord  Eldan  adverted  to  the  bill  which 
is  before  the  house  lastsession,  and  which 
embraced  the  same  object  as  the  bill  now 
r  their  consideration.  He  at  that 
called  tbe  serious  attention  of  their 
lordships  to  the  bill,  which  he  considered 
to  be  in  the  nature  of  an  ex  pair  facta  law, 
and  he  then  proposed  certain  questions  to 
be  put  to  the  judges,  in  order  that  there 
might  bee.  clear  understanding,  as  to  theue- 
ture  of  the  law  upon  the  subject.  He  now 
rose  to  propose,  that  similar  questions  should 
be  put  to  the  judges,  with  the  same  view. 
He  could  not  help,  however,  observing, 
that  the  principle  attempted  to  be  esta- 
blished bv  the  present  bill,  was  one  which 
demanded  the  most  serious  consideration 
of  their  lordships;  was  one,  for  not  guarding 
against  the  introduction  of  which  they 
might  deserve  the  reproaches  of  posterity. 
The  bill  expressed  doubts  as  to  tbe  liability 
of  a  witness  to  answer  a  question,  the  an- 
swer to  which  might  involve  hiin  in  a  civil 
suit,  he  could  only  say,  that  he  bad  been 
30  years  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  as 
counsel,  and  in  a  judicial  character,  and  it 
was  the  first  time  he  had  heard  that  there 
was  any  doubt  upon  the  subject,  although 
he  was  awars,  that  upon  this  point  a  high 
legal  authority  was  against  him.  He  wish- 
ed, however,  their  lordships  to  be  fully 
aware  of  tbe  nature  of  the  bill,  which  went, 
as  it  might  happen,  to  give  prisons  sums  of 
money  (lor  it  was  the  same  thing,  whether 
the  money  was  actually  given,  or  whether 
ihey  were  freed  from  any  process,  for  a. 
sum  of  money  claimed  by  the  public)  for 
giving  evidence  at  their  lordships'  bar,  and 
not  only  were  such  persons,  on  that  ac- 
count, discharged  from  any  process  on  ac- 
count of  debts  due  to  the  crown,  but  from 
any  process  on  account  of  debts  due  by 
thein  to  individuals,  according  to  the  words 
of  the  act,  "  anv  other  person  or  persons." 
He  saw  so  many  objections  to  the  bill,  that 
he  could  not  help  recurring  to  the  admira- 
ble speech  of  lord  Hardwicke,  upon  a  bill 
of  a  similar  nature,  which  was  before  the 
house  in  the  year  l~*2,  and  to  which  he  had 
referred  last  sessions,  when  that  great  man 
concluded  his  speech  by  observing,  that  he 
would  much  rather  be  the  object  of  such  a 
bill,  than  the  author  of  it.  His  lordship 
concluded  by  moving  to  refer  to  thejudges 
for  their  opinion,  three  questions,  varying 
in  terms,  the  object  of  which  was  to  asi;er- 
lain,  whether,  according  to  law,  a  witness 
had  a  right  to  demur  to  the  answering  any 
question,  relevant  to  tbe  suiij-.ct  under  in- 
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vestigation,  the  answer  to  which  might  tend 
to  acknowledge  a  debt  recoverable  by 
civil  process  ?  or  which  might  render  him 
liable  to  civil  process  generally  ?  or  which 
might  render  him  liable  to  civil  process  at 
the  suit  of  the  crown,  for  the  profits  of  any 
public  money  converted  to  his  own  use  ? 

Lord  Holland  said,  he  should  not  now 
comment  upon  the  objections  made  to  the 
bill  by  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  as  this 
was  not  the  proper  time  for  discussing  the 
bill.  He  could  not  help,  however,  observ- 
ing upon  one  point  urged  by  the  noble  and 
learned  lord,  in  which  he  thought  the  noble 
and  learned  lord  was  not  borne  out  by  the 
words  of  the  bill.  He  did  not  conceive 
that  there  was  any  provision  in  the  bill 
which  could  authorize  the  construction, 
that  a  witness  giving  evidence  under  the 
sanction  of  its  provisions  would  be  therby 
exonerated  not  merely  from  civil  process 
on  account  of  the  application  of  public 
money,  but  also  on  account  of  debts  due 
from  such  witness  to  private  individuals. 
On  the  contrary,  he  conceived  the  bill  to 
apply  solely  in  its  enactmeuts,  as  it  cer- 
tainly did  in  intention,  to  the  discharging 
such  witness  from  process  on  account  of 
public  money. 

Lord  Eld o?i  admitted  that  the  bill  did  not 
apply  to  merely  private  debts.  He,  how- 
ever, wished  to  put  the  case  of  transactions 
arising  originally  out  of  the  employment  of 
public  money,  becoming  so  far  transactions 
between  individuals  as  to  give  rise  to  debts 
which  could  only  be  a  subject  of  conten- 
tion between  those  individuals  by  whom 
and  to  whom  they  were  contracted. — After 
some  further  explanation  between  lord 
Eldon  and  lord  Holland,  the  questions 
were  referred  to  the  judges,  who  requested 
time  till  Thursday  se'nnight  to  consider  of 
them. 

Lord  Holland  expressed  a  wish  that  an 
earlier  day  might  be  appointed  for  the 
judges  to  deliver  their  opinion,  which  he 
thought  would  be  practicable,  as  questions 
similar  to  the  present  were  referred  to  the 
learned  judges  last  session. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  (Erskine)  said,  that 
the  delay  asked  by  the  judges  was,  he  con- 
ceived, no  more  than  ought  fairly  to  be 
allowed,  considering  the  variety  of  avoca- 
tions by  which  their  time  would  in  the 
mean  while  be  occupied.  The  sessions  at 
the  Old  Bailey  would  intervene,  which 
would  necessarily  employ  the  time  of  some 
of  the  learned  judges  and,  upon  questions 
ef  such,  importance  as  these,  they  would 
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naturally  wish  to  deliberate  upon 
when  all  of  them  were  present.  He  1 
this  merely  to  shew  that  it  was  the  el 
avocations  of  the  judges'  which  preve* 
an  earlier  day  from  being  fixed. — It* 
then  ordered,  that  the  judges  should  all 
on  Thursday  se'nnight,  to  which  day) 
*econd  reading  of  the  bill  rtas  postptii 
and  the  lords  ordered  to  be  summoned 
that  day.  >-• 

Lord  Eldon,  adverting  again  to  the/* 
portance  of  the  law  considerations  wf 
the  bill  gave  rise  to,  intimated  the  p^ 
bility,  that  upon  further  turning  ovef 
subject  in  his  mind,  he  should  feel  H 
cumbent  on  him  to  move  fer  a  comtdK 
to  search  for  precedents.  In  case  I 
should  be  his  determination,  he  prop* 
to  give  notice  of  it  to-morrow,  and  to  t& 
it  on  the  subsequent  day. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMON8. 


ft 


Monday,  February  17* 

[Minutes.]  On  the  motion  of  1 
Francis,  a  new  writ  was  ordered  for  All 
by,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Courtenay,  who? 
been  appointed  one  of  the  lords  of  the  9. 
sury. — A  new  writ  was  ordered,  ow 
motion  of  Mr.  Pole  Carew,  for  Wbrcel 
in  the  room  of  Wm.  Lygon,  esq.  nowSj 
Beauchamp. — Mr.  Fox  was  introduce! 
lord  Henry  Petty  and  Mr.  Whitbread^ 
took  the  oaths  and  bis  seat. — Sir  P.  S 
presented,  pursuant  to  order,  an 
of  the  contracts  for  spirits,  with  the 
&c.  from  5th  July  1803,  to  5th  Jan. 
— A  bill  for  erecting  a  workhouse, 
making  certain  arrangements  with  reel 
to  the  poor  in  the  parish  of  St.  Sepulq 
was  brought  in  by  sir  J.  Anderson, 
read  a  first  time. — Mr.  Lee  moved,  a?j 
there  be  laid  before  this  house,  an  acCf 
of  the  number  of  writs  issued  out 
courts  of  King's  Bench  and  common 
in  Ireland,  for  the  last  4  years,  co 
cing  the  1st  day  of  Michaelmas  term  fj 
and  distinguishing  the  numbers  issued! 
of  each  court  during  each  year." 
ed.— Lord  H.  Petty  gave  notice,  tl 
would,  to-morrow,  move  that  the  ho 
adjourn  to  Monday  next ;  and  also,/, 
on  that  day  he  should  move  for  a 
of  the  committee  for  investigating 
account  between  great  Britain  and  I 
— Dr.  Duigenan  moved  for  leave  to 
in  a  bill  for  enforcing  the  resid 
spiritual    persons    on    their  benefice! 

....  ^ 


Ireland.    Ordered.— The  5  mUliui 
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chequer  bills  bill  was  read  a  third  time, 
pasted,  and  sent  to  the  lords. — The  bill 
tor  Ascertaining  the  population  of  Ireland 
«M  brought  in  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  read  a 
fan  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
tune  on  the  3d  of  April,  and  tu  be  printed. 
— A  bill  for  mure  easih  obtaining  the  pai- 
bttoD  or  inclosure  of  land  in  Ireland,  was 
brought  in  by  the  same,  right  lion.  gent. 
tod  read  a  first  time. 

(Union  with  Ireland,]  Mr.  Ahx- 
mitr  availed  himself  ol  the  ap;  earance  of 
•  rtght  hon.  gent,  in  his  place  (Mr.  Secre- 
ur.  Fox)  to  put  a  question  to  bun  on  a 
■Mbpct,  which  he  looked  upon  as  deeply 
Bteremnc  to  the  empire.  In  a  late  de- 
bate-(tee  p.  128.)  that  right  hon.  gent,  had 
Ufirrtoed  some  opinions  respecting  the 
I'biou  with  Ireland,  which  had  excited  a 
considerable  sensation,  and  given  rise  to 
much  agitation  in  different  parts  of  the  em- 
pire. The  request,  therefore,  that  be  had 
to  make  to  that  right  hon.  gent,  was,  that 
k*  would  distinctly  state  the  tenor  of  those 
opinion*,  so  far  as  they  might  lead  to  any 
practicul  result,  with  a  view  to  put  .an  end 
to  ibe   agitations  which   they  had  already 

The  Spraker  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  re- 
house, that,  for  any  member  to 
put  a  question  to  another,  with  reference 
Id  any  expressions  that  might  have  bpen 
awd  by  him  in  a  former  debate,  was 
■holly  irregular  and  inconsistent  with  the 
received  practice  ofiliat  house.  It  would, 
bbwever,  rest  with  any  hon.  member  to 
uie  his  own  discretion  how  far  lie  should 
deviate  from  the  received  usage,  and  com- 
ply with  such  an  irregular  proceeding. 

Mr.  Alrxandtr  was  fully  aware  of  the 
irrpgulantv  of  his  application,  and  therefore 
pressed  for  an  explanation,  as  a  particular 
!»rour,  rather  than  as  a  right,  with  a  view 
toijniet  the  apprehensions  which  appeared 
to  have  been  excited. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  then  rose  and  ob- 
terred,  that  he  had  many  apologies  10 
m*te  to  the  house  for  Baying  any  thing  on 
the  subject.  The  words  which  the  hon, 
l  member  had  alluded  to,  as  having  been 
axd  by  dim  on  a  former  night,  applied 
Nrticularly  to  the  question  then  under  thi 
tonideration  of  the  house,  and  so  far  as 
tbtf  referred  to  that,  appeared  to  him  sul- 
foently  clear  and  explicit.  He  had  felt 
kuottif  bound  to  express  himself  in  thai 
juniier  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding, 
btcaucea  sery  respectable  member  of  that 
;.,,,,(.  j,^  gmdf  that  he  could  not  consent 


je  motion  then  under  discussion,  for 
voting  posthumous  honours  to  marquia 
Cornwaltis,  as  he  could  never  approve  of 

neasure  of  the  Union,  which  had  been 
effected  by  that  nobleman.  Me  agreed  him- 
self with  that   respectable  member   as   to 

measure  of  the  Union,  though  he  dif- 
fered from  him,  as  to  the  effect  of  his  sup- 
porting the  motion,  which  he  had  clearly 
mqed  by  bis  vote  for  the  honours  to  be 
paid  to  the  memnry  of  the  noble  marquis, 
liut  he  had  at  the  same  time  begged  of  the 
house  clearly  to  understand,  that  by  voting 
in  lhat  manner,  he  by  no  means  expressed 
any  approbation  of  the  principle  of  the 
measure  of  the  Union,  or  of  the  manner 
in  which  it  had  been  conducted.  Ilisopi- 
nion  on  that  subject  remained  the  same 
as  it  had  been,  and  he  saw  no  reason  to 
look  to  any  alteration  of  it;  at  least,  he 
had  yet  not  heard  any  thing  to  make  him 
alter  it.  liut  he  had  not  on  the  occasion 
alluded  to,  expressed  one  word  prospec- 
lively.  His  observations  applied  purely 
:o  the  measure  as  it  arose,  and  to  the  mau- 
ler in  which  it  had  been  conducted.  But 
I  did  not  follow,  that,  because  a  mail  had 
felt  that  a  particular  measure,  and  more 
esprually  the  maimer  in  which  that  m 
had  been  conducted,  had  been  e 
able,  he  was  therefore  hound  to  undo  it- 
There  are,  said  the  right,  hon.  gent,,  many 
measures  which  mav  originally  have  been 
bad,  and  yet  cannot  be.  remedied  by  a 
repeal  of  them  ;  and  if  ever  there  was  a 
measure,  the  enactment  of  which  is  not 
connected  with  its  repeal,  it  is  precisely 
this  measure  of  an  incorporate  Union.  For, 
however  objectionable  ihe  manner  under 
all  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
carried,  it  is  impossible  to  remedy  any  ob- 
jections which  might  have  originally  ex- 
isted against  it,  by  its  repeal. 

Mr.    Alexander    declared    himself    fully 
satisfied  with   the  explanation  of  the  right 

,  gent,  and  again  disavowed  any  other 
object  than  that  of  setting  the  public  mini 

?st  On  the  subject. 


HOITSK  OF  LORDS. 
Twcq/tay,  February  18. 
[Minutes.]  Lord  Eldon  gave  no  tee,  _ 
that  he  should,  on  Monday  next,  movi  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  sfflrch 
lor,  and  to  report  precedents  of,  theprac- 
tice  and  proceedings  of  that  house,  ircases 
ol  indemnity  bills  with  respect  to  winesses 
in  the  prosecution  of  impeachment!,— Lady 
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Kelson's  and  sir  R.  Strac  ban's  annuity 
bills  were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed.— Mr.  Alexander  brought  op  from 
tbe  commons  the  bill  for  granting  to  bis 
najesty  the  sum  of  five  millions,  by  way 
of  exchequer  bills,  dec. ;  which  was  read  a 
irst  time. 


HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  February  IS. 

[Mwutes.]  Lord  G.  Cavendish  moved 

for  a  new  writ  for  tbe  borough  of  Knares-  vour  had  been  made  by  the  select  v/4 

borough,  in  the  room  of  lord  John  Town-  churchwardens,  overseers  of  the  poor, 

abend,  who  had  accepted  tbe  oftice  of  joint  other  official  servants,  it  had  been  ft 


bonne,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
presented  to  the  house,  setting-  Id 
"  that  the  number  of  men  required  ti 
raised  in  t'»e  said  parish,  under  the  pr 
sions  of  an  act  of  che  44tb  of  his  pM 
oijjesty,  intituled,  an  act  ft*  estabM 
and  maintaining  a  permanent  addiik 
force  for  the  defence  of  the  realm,  a* 
provide  for  augmenting  bis  majesty's  9 
lar  forces,  ai.d  for  tbe  gradual  rednc 
of  the  militia  of  England,  amounts^ 
2fc5 ;   and,  notwithstanding  every  em 


paymaster  of  his  majesty's  forces. —  Mr. 
Creevey  moved  for  a  new  writ  for  the  bo- 
rough of  Aldeburgh,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
John  M'Mahon,  esq.   who  had  accepted 
the  office  of  chief  storekeeper  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ordnance. — Mr.  Vausittart  moved 
for  a  new  writ  for  the  citv  of  Water ford, 
in  tbe  room  of  Sir  John  Newport,  bart. 
who  had  accepted  the  Chi ltern  Hundreds ; 
and  Mr.  Whitbread  moved  for  a  new  writ 
ibr  Stafford,  in  the  room  of  the  right  hon. 
II.  B.  Sheridan,  who  had  accepted  the  office 
of  treasurer  of  the  navy ;  which  were  se- 
verally ordered    accordingly.  —  Ordered, 
that  tbe  right  rev.  Robert  Allott,  dean  of 
Raphoe,  be  requested  to  preach  before  this 
bouse,  at  St.  Margaret's  church,  Westmin- 
ster, on  Wednesday,  the  26'th  instant,  be- 
ing the  day  appointed  by  his  majesty  for  a 
general  fast  in  this  kingdom. — Lord  Henry 
Petty  moved,  that  this  house,  on  its  rising, 
do   adjourn   to    Monday.      Mr.  Speucer 
Stanhope  said,   that  before   the  question 
was  put,  he  would  beg  leave  to  aik  the 
noble  lord  for  an  answer  as  to  a  single  fuel, 
which   he  would   state  without  anv  com- 
ment  whatever;    and   that  was,    whether 
lord  Ellen  tornugh,  who  is  one  of  the  privy  1 
council,  was  also  allowed  to  sit  and  vole  I 
in  that  department  of  tbe  executive  go- 
vernment, whirl;  wasin  common  called  the 
Cabinet  Council  ?  Lord  H.  Petty  said,  he 
hud  no  hesitation  in  answering  the  question 
of  the  hon.  gentleman,  and  to  inform  him 
find  the  house,  that  the  noble  and  learned 
krd  he  had  named  as  being  one  of  the  privy 
council,  had  also  been  summoned  to,  and 
had  attended  more  than  once,  the  sittings 
of  what  was  commonly  called  the  Cabinet 
coined. 

[Petition  against  the  Additional 

.Foice  Bill.]     A  petition  of  the  nobie- 

men,and  the  humble  petition  of  others  the 

vestruien  of  the  parish  of  St.   Mary-la- 


m possible  to  procure  a  single  man 
manner  and  upon  the  terms  prescribed 
the  said  act ;  and  that  the  said  parisftf 
therefore  become  liable  to  the  several  1 
imposed  by  the  said  act,  and  had  osi 
quently,  on  the  23d  day  of  Aug.  last,  1 
assessed  in  die  enormous  sum  of  4,500 
respect  of  such  deficiency,  which,  kH 
reason  before  given  in,  was  not  possiH 
avoid  ;  and  that  tbe  sum  of  2000  liP 
been  p.iid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  obt 
of  Middlesex  on  account  of  the  said  pi 
ties;  and  the  petitioners  have  notM 
iuformed,  nor  do  they  believe  that,  4 
the  said  assessment,  a  man  ha*  been  csJ 
to  the  account  of  the  said  parish  bf 
recruiting  officer  of  the  district  in  ti 
the  said  parish  is  situate  ;  and  that,*  m 
^>aid  act  seems  to  have  failed  in  its  mtP 
object  in  even'  respect,  and  to  impos^ 
heavy  penalties  upon  persons  withtflfl 
possibility  of  their  avoiding  the  sards} 
petitioners  pray  that  the  said-  act  nil 
repealed." — Ordered  to  lie  upon  the ^ 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Monday,  February  24.         .^ 

[Conduct  of  Judge  Fox  ]  Loll 
don,  on  perceiving  a  noble  marqui*4 
place,  rose,  and  called  the  attention 4 
no  use  generally  to  the  situation  in  M 
the  case  of  the  above  judicial  chart 
stood  before  their  lordships.  Tbcu4 
was  one,  in  every  point  of  view,  puij 
well  as  private,  of  the  highest  import 
and  it  was  highly  proper  that  the** 
should  come  to  some  determination 
the  case.  He  therefore  requested  to^ 
of  that  noble  marquis  >  whether  he  infill 
to  move  for  any  proceeding  relative! 
attendance  or  examination  of  witHflt 
the  case  of  Mr.  justice  Fox  >  '  '4 

The  Marquis  of '  Abercurn  said,  W 
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was  limited  to  the  two  next  heirs  male  of 

the  body  of  lonl  St.  Vincent.  The  present 
message,  therefore,  had  not  for  its  object 
to  confer  any  additional  mark  of  royal  fa- 
vour ou  lord  St.  Vincent,  but  merely  to 
carry  into  effect  what  was  undoubtedly  the 
original  intent  of  the  act  to  which  he  had" 
alluded.  A  bill  to  this  effect  would,  in  due 
time,  come  before  the  house,  when  their 
lordships  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
considering  the  subject.  He  coucluded, 
by  moving,  in  the  usual  form,  an  address 
to  his  majesty,  in  answer  to  his  majesty's 
most  gracious  message,  which  was  agreed 
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t*  iu  the  recollection  of  several  of  the; 
lordships,  that  so  early  as  on  the  first  da 
of  the  Mssioo,  he  had  called  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  i)»e  business  alluded  to. 
■uhu,  wish,  thai  as  little  delay  as 
ijhle  should  take  place  with  respect  to  the 
proceedings  upon  the  case.  The  spring 
roues  in  Ireland  were  to  take,  place  this 
jut  somewhat  earlier  than  they  did  lost 
war.  In  which  case  their  attendance  iu 
London  might  be  proport  ion  ably  earlier, 
i  «eek  or  ten  days  at  least.  It  was  his 
intention  to  move,  that  certain  witnesses 
be  ordered  to  attend  on  the  2Sth  of  April. 
Kit  lordship  presented  u  list  ni  a  number 
«f  witoe«&es,  who,  he  regularly  moved, 
should  be  ordered  to  attend  at  the  bar  of 
AM  bouse  on  the  2Stb  day  of  April  next. 
—As  the  lord  chancellor  was  reading  the 
motion, 

Lonl  GrcAvilk  entered  the  house,  and, 
%  the  question  being  put,  his  lordship 
we,  and  observed,  he  spoke  under  the 
dasdiaulage  0*  noC  having  beard  what 
transpired  od  the  subject  previous  to  the 
notion:  but  it  struck  him  most  forcibly, 
fh*t,ou  a  subject  of  such  great  and  various 
importance  as  that  which  the  ease  of  Mr. 
justice  Fox  involved,  some  time  should  be 
I  sJbwed,  not  only  as  it  respected  himself, 
™Wl  other  noble  lords,  who  wished  to  de- 
"  liver  [heir  opinions,  lor  the  consideration 
of  the  subject.  He  was  then  quite  unpre- 
fvfd  to  give  a  decided  opinion  as  to  what 
*is  proposed.  He  submitted,  therefore, 
•bether  it  would  not  be  belter  to  withdraw 
the  motion?  but,  shortly  alter,  he  moved 
tiatthe  farther  consideration  of  this  mo- 
tion be  adjourned  to  this  day  se'miight. — 
Tais,  on  thz  ijoestion  being  so  put,  was 
Jjrved  to  by  tbeir  lordships. 

[Eakl  bT.  Vincent.]  Lord  Grenxilk 
poaented  a  message  from  his  majesty, 
pwportiug  that,  by  the  act  of  parliament 
far  granting  an  annuity  to  the  earl  of  St. 
lucent,  that  annuity  was  limited  to  the 
iBonext  heirs  male  ot  his  body,  and  desi- 
nag  the  house  to  take  the  further  exten- 
tion  of  the  same  into  their  consideration. 
"-The  message  having  been  read,  lord 
flncesbury  asked,  across  the  table,  if  any 
Motion  was  intended  ?  Lord  Greuville  an- 
■nred  in  the  ailirmative,  and  observed 
Am,  in  granting  the  annuity  to  lord  St. 
Vincent,  it  bad  been  originally  intended, 
a  was  usual  in  similar  cases,  to  extend  the 
-i.it  to  the  two  next  successors  to  the 
Uie.  It  happened,  however,  that,  by  the 
if  the  act,    the   annuity 
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[_  LokdEllcnborough'sSeat  in  tub 
Cabinet.]  The  Earl  of  Bristol,  on  seeisg 
the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  treasury 
his  place,  rose,  and,  in  a  very  low  ton* 
voice,  addressed  a  few  observations  to 
:  lordship ;  the  purport  of  these  appeared 
be,  a  wish  from  the  uoble  earl  to  be  in- 
formed respecting  a  point  which,  he  con- 
ceived, had  made  a  deep  impression  on 
the  public  mind,  and  which  was  certainly 
a  topic  of  great  constitutional  importance. 
He  alluded  to  what  was  generally  stated, 
that  the  present  lord  chief  justice  of  the 
kings  bench  constituted  one  of  bis  majes- 
ty's cabinet  ministers.  lie  begged  an  an- 
■er  from  the  noble  lord  as  to  the  fact. 
Lord  Gntnilk  said,  lie  felt  anxious  to 
give  as  explicit  and  satisfactory  an  answer 
as  En  his  power,  to  the  question  of  the 
e  earl.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  see  bow 
the  appointment  alluded  to  by  the  noble 
earl,  was  unconstitutional  and  unprece- 
dented. He  believed,  that  ever  since  the 
privy  council  existed,  or  even  since  there 
existed  such  a  station  as  that  of  lord  chief 
ce,  the  learned  lord  who  tilled  that  sta- 
tion at  the  time  was  likewise  invariably  one 
of  his  majesty's  privy  council.  Indeed, 
the  lord  chief  justice  of  the  king's  bench 
was  frequently  summoned  to  attend  the 
ouncil  on  matters  of  the  highest  moment; 
.ud  he  was  not  only  responsible  tor  the 
idvice  he  actually  gave,  but  was  also  liable 
for  any  omission  in  ^iviiii;  his  advice.  His 
lordship  must  think  it  unnecessary  to  ob- 
serve, that  what  was  generally  or  usually 
called  "  the  Cabinet,"  was,  under  that  ap- 
pellation and  description,  unknown  to  the 
titution;  indeed,  it  should  rather  be 
considered  as  a  committee  of  the  privy 
council  that  was  more  frequently  called 
upon  by  his  majesty  for  advice.  Even  that 
committee  the  lord  chief  justice  ot'  the 
laud  had  often  been  summoned  to  attend ; 
N 
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and  if  at  all  times  it  appeared,  that  the 
l<>rd  chief  justice  was  a  member  of  his  ma- 
jesty's privy  council,  and  that  he  was  often 
called  upon  for  advice  by  that  committee 
of  the  privy  council,  commonly  known  by 
the  name  of  the  "  cabinet,"  he  could  not 
think  that  it  trenched  in  the  least  upon  the 
spirit  or  the  letter  of  the  constitution,  that 
he  who  was  always  of  the  privy  council, 
and  who  was  frequently  consulted  by  his 
rhajesty's  more  immediate  advisers,  should 
be  made  an  habitual  or  constant  member 
of  the  committee  of  the  privy  council, 
which  he  had  considefed  the  cabinet  to  be ; 
more  especially  when  the  person  who  filled 
that  exalted  station  was,  in  the  present 
case,  a  man  from  whose  vigour  of  intellect, 


from  whose  extent  of  capacity,  and  from 
whose  comprehension  and  depth  of  know- 
ledge, the  administration  of  his  majesty's 
government  was  sure  to  receive  the  uni- 
form assistance  of  such  various  lights. 
When  he  was  honoured  with  his  majesty's 
orders  to  form  an  administration,  he  an- 
xiously looked  out  for  such  distinguished 
characters;  and,  if  any  exception  was 
made  to  the  advice  he  presumed  to  offer 
to  his  majesty  on  that  very  important 
business,  he  held  himself  responsible  for 
any  error  or  mischief  with  which  it  might 
be  deemed  chargeable.  With  regard  to  the 
appointment  being  unconstitutional  and 
unprecedented,  he  should  now  only  ob- 
serve, that  he  believed  it  had  the  sanction 
of  the  example  of  lord  Hardwicke,  and 
certain  he  was  it  had  the  sanction  of  the 
example  of  lord  Mansfield.  The  more 
such  a  question  was  discussed,  the  less, 
he  trusted,  it  would  be  found  liable  to  the 
objections  insinuated  by  the  noble  earl. 

The  Earl  of  Bristol  could  not  help  think- 
ing the  appointment  highly  objectionable, 
notwithstanding  the  explanation  of  the.no- 
ble  lord.  To  him  it  appeared  repugnant 
to  the  constitution,  and  incompatible  with 
the  due  administration  of  justice;  and,  on 
these  grounds,  he  should  certainly  submit 
it  to  the  consideration  of  the  house  on 
Monday  next;  for  which  day  it  was  or- 
dered that  their  lordships  be  summoned  to 
attend. 

[Witnesses-  Indemnity  Bill]  Lord 
Eldon  went  over  some  of  his  former  argu- 
ments against  this  bill,  comparing  it  with 
the  indemnity  bill  brought  into  the  house 
in  the  year  174?,  and  observing,  that  such 
a  bill  having  now  been  introduced,  it  was 
essential,  in  his  opinion,  that  their  lord- 
fhipa  should  ascertain  wljat  Jiad  been  done 


in  similar  cases  or  former  occasions,  lie 
therefore  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  search  for  precedents  re~ 
specting  bills  to  enable  witnesses,  in  easel 
of  accusation,  to  give  evidence  at  the  bat 
of  the  house,  by  indemnifying  them  from 
criminal  prosecutions  or  civil  suits,  or  ei- 
ther of  them. 

Lord  Holland  said,  he  did  not  wish  tc 
oppose  the  motion  of  the  noble  and  learned 
lord,  but  he  was  Convinced  that  on  th« 
search  being  made,  which  the  noble  an< 
learned  lord  desired,  it  would  be  fount 
that  the  present  bill  was  not  by  any  meanjj 
as  the  noble  and  learned  lord  would  have  8 
understood,  afac-simile  of  that  introduce* 
1  in  1742  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  wholly  di* 


similar.  He  could  not  help,  at  the  san* 
time,  thinking  it  unfair  to  argue  the  bill  a 
the  present  moment,  when  it  was  not  regu 
larly  before  the  house. 

Lord  Eldon,  in  explanation,  contended 
that  he  had  never  said  that  the  present  bS 
was  a  facsimile  of  that  of  1742  ;  but  thi 
they  must  both  be  argued  on  the  sara 
principle.^ — The  motion  for  a  committee  t 
search  for  precedents  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS.  > 

Monday,    Fcbmari/  24. 

[Minutes.]  Lord  Temple,  lord  V 
Russell,  lord  Ossulston,  lord  R.  Spence 
lord  Morpeth,  Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  Ci 
craft,  and  Mr.  Erskine,  took  the  oatJ 
and  their  seats. — Mr.  Whitbread  move 
that  lord  Temple,  lord  R.  Spencer,  at 
Mr.  Calcraft,  be  added  to  the  committi 
appointed  to  prepare  articles  of  impeac 
ment  against  lord  viscount  Melville.  0 
dered. — On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CalcraJ 
the  following  new  writs  were  ordered  to  1 
issued,  viz.  for  the  borough  of  Inniskille 
in  the  room  of  sir  W.  Burroughs,  wlj 
since  his  election,  had  accepted  the  oflS 
of  one  of  the  judges  in  the  supreme  coul 
at  Bengal ;  for  the  borough  of  Plymout 
in  the  room  of  P.  Langmead,  esq.  who  H 
accepted  the  office  of  steward  of  his  it 
jesty's  manor  of  East  Hendred ;  and  i 
the  borough  of  Portarlington,  in  the  roc 
of  T.  Tyrwhitt,  esq.  who  had  accepted  t 
office  of  steward  of  his  majesty's  Chiltfl 
Hundreds.  —  Lord  Henry  Petty  movf 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  house  an  J 
count  of  all  offices  granted  in  reversion 
England,  stating  the  nature  of  each  otft 
the  date  of  the  grant,  and  the  period; 
time  for  which  it  was  granted. — Mr.  Of 
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©bwrved,  that  a  return  of  tliis  nature  had 
Veen  hitelv  made,  and  therefore  that  the 
account  need  only  be  called  for  from  the 
date  of  the  last  return.  He  had  no  objec- 
ts, however,  to  the  motion.  The  motion 
WMt  lljeu  put  and  tarried,  without  any 
iiuriirltiieiit. — His  lordship  then  moved, 
"  thai  <ui  account  of  all  offices  granted  in 
in  Scotland,  with  the  nature  of 
(ath  ofl.ee,  the  date  of  the  grant,  and  the 
period  fur  which  it  was  granted,  should  be 
lad  before  the  house."  Ordered.  He  made 
■  simitar  motion  for  Ireland,  which  was 
■ho  agreed  to. — Lord  Henry  Petty  moved, 
'  it  there  be  laid  before  the  house  an  sc- 
ant of  the  increase  or  diminution,  be' 
l«een  the  1st  of  Jan.  ISQ5,  mid  the  1st  of 
Jan.  I8O6",  of  the  salaries,  emoluments, 
-:. ;  expences  of  all  offices  in  England.  Or- 
cered.     He  then  moved  for  a  similar  ac- 

t  with  respect  to  Ireland,  which 
lijo  ordered.  —  Lord  H.  Petty  brought 
6*»n  the  following  nnuge  from  bit  ma 
jaij:  "  G.  R.  His  majesty,  taking  no 
(ice  that  by  the  act  of  parliament  for  al- 
lowing an  annuity  to  earl  St.  Vincent,  that 
■anuity  is  limited  to  tbe  earl  and  bis  twe 
Win  male;  and,  being  desirous  that  i 
lbould  be  further  extended,  recommend! 
da  object  to  the  consideration  of  that 
V>use."  On  the  motion  of  lord  II.  Petty. 
tt:  majesty's  message  was  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  a  committee  ol  the  whole  house 
liii  Thursday  next. 

[Affairs  of  Uim.]  Wr.-Ewteui 
m  compliance  with  a  habit  which  had  ol 
hie  prevailed  in  the  house,  to  give  notice 
ii  x  motion  which  be  intended  to  bring 
toward.  This  habit,  he  observed,  which 
rendered  a  previous  notice  necessary  when 
a  motion  of  importance,  or  one  which 
likely  to  meet  with  opposition,  was  to  be 
proposed,  had  certainly  not  always  pre- 
sided there.  But  however,  that  he  m  '_' 
■Dtbe  debVieutinauy  point  uf  form,  which 
l*i  been  deemed  proper  by  the  house,  he 
gave  notice  that  to-morrow  be  would 
e  for  a  paper  relative  to  tbe  iiria 
a  the  Eiist-ladia  company.  This  motion 
wold  be  founded  ou  a  question,  and 
depended  on  the  manner  in  which  that 
twttion  should  he  answered,  whether  o 
Mt  he  should  bring  it  forward  at  all.  Ii 
cue,  however,  it  should  be  necessary,  hi 
■oped  that   this  would  be  considered  as   i 

[LoRoElLKilBOROljOH'sSEAT  IS  THE 

CtaiKtT.]      Mr.  Sprnct'r  Stanhope  ro; 
pn  notice  of  a  motion  which  be  iotcndcJ 


submit  to  the  house  on  Monday  next, 

ative  to  the  situation  which  the  lord 
chief  justice  of'the  king's  bench  at  present 

cupied  in  the  cabinet. 

Mr.  Secretory  Fut  wished  that  the  hon. 
member  would  state  more  explicitly  the 
nature  of  his  motion, 

Mr.  S.  Stanhope  replied,  that  he  had  not 

yet  framed  it,  bo  as  to  be  able  at  present 
to  be  more  explicit. 

[Regime;*t*l  Oouhts  Martial.]  The 
Secretary  at  War  (General  Fitzpatrick) ob- 
■ed,  that  be  bad  last  session  given  no. 
of  a  motion  respecting  the  military 
justice  of  this  kingdom.  As  this  was,  in 
his  estimation,  a  matter  of  the  highest  im- 
portance, he  had  always  been  anxious  to 
have  it  brought  forward  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. But  peculiar  circumstances  had  pre- 
vented him  from  pressing  it  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session,  as  he 
once  intended  to  hare  done.  At  a  later 
period,  an  event  had  occurred  which  ren- 
dered it  necessary  for  him  to  postpone  it  still 
farther.  Since  that  event,  other  circum- 
stances had  occurred,  which  induced  him 
to  abstain  altogether  for  tbe  present  from 
urging  his  proposed  motion;  for  the  alte- 
ration which  had  taken  place  with  respect 
to  those  by  whom  tbe  affairs  of  the  army 
were  to  be  managed,  and  in  his  majesty'* 
government  in  general,  afforded  well- 
-rounded dopes  that  the  defects  of  which 
he  complained  would  be  remedied  by  the 
executive  power.  With  these  sentiments, 
bethought  it  would  be  quite  unnecessary  for 
him  to  make  these  defectsat  present  the  snb- 
ject  of  parliamentary  investigation.  Amend- 
ment was  unioulj'.eiilv  requisite  in  the 
points  [0  which  he  intended  to  have  di- 
rected ilie  attention  of  the  house  ;  but,  for 
the  reasons  above  stated,  he  would  beg 
leave  to  wave  his  motion, 

[SlWKtKO  Kusr..]  Mr.  Alderman  Cvr- 
fin  rose,  and  begged  to  ask  a  question  of 
the  noble  lord,  whom  lie  then  saw  in  his 
place,  relative  to  a  report  which  had  gone 
abroad  on  a  very  important  subject.  It 
was  by  no  means  his  intention  to  interfere 
with,  or  ask  any  questions  relative  to 
taxes;  but  he  hoped  there  was  nothing 
improper  or  irregular  m  n?qi:e-tmg  the 
noble  lord  to  9u\,  whether  he  had  Hpplied 
to  the  governor  and  oireciors  of  the  bank, 
for  information  relative  to  appropriating  a 
certain  portion  of  the  sinking  fund  toward? 
payment  of  the  interest  of  the  new  loan  ? 
Such  a  report  was  in  circulation,  and  had  oc- 
casioned considerable  alarm  and  uneasiness 
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in  the  public  mind.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  noble  lord  would  excuse  his  troubling 
him  for  an  answer  to  what  he  had  taken 
the  liberty  to  ask.   • 

Lord  Henry  Petty  said,  he  was  extremely 
happy  in  having  an  opportunity  of  assuring 
the  worthy  alderman,  and  the  public,  that 
there  was  no  foundation  whatever  for  the 
teport  he  had  heard  on  that  subject. 

[Irish  First  Fruits  Bill.]  Dr. 
Duigenan  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  relative  to  the 
first  fruits  in  Ireland,  and  the  regulation 
of  Dr.  Boulton's  charity.  This  was  a  fund 
which  had  been  left  about  50  years  ago  by 
Dr.  Boulton,  archbishop  of  Armagh,  to 
assist  in  maintaining  the  poorer  clergy. 
The  fund  had  of  late  very  much  increased. 
The  object  of  the  present  bill  was  merely 
to  enable  the  trustees  in  cases  where  the 
incomes  of  curates,  &c.  were  below  100/. 
a  year,  to  raise  them  to  that  sum  from  this 
fund,  as  far  as  it  would  go.  lie  concluded 
by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
'amend  the  act  of  the  29th  of  George  II., 
relative  to  the  first  fruits  in  Ireland,  and 
'for  the  better  management  of  Dr.  Boulton's 
charity.  This  motion  had  been  made  last 
session,  but  had  from  some  accidental  cir- 
cumstances been  deferred  till  now. 

Mr.  Francis  thought  that  this  might  be 
a  veqy  proper  motion,  but  the  reason  why 
lhe  now  rose,  was  to  suggest  to  the  learned 
gent,  that  however  unexceptionable  the 
'thing  might  be,  it  was  desirable  that  he 
should  wait  till  another  gentleman  was  pre- 
sent, who  might  wish  to  attend  to  this  bill 
through  every  stage  of  its  progress.  This 
was  the  practice  of  the  house,  and  a  prac- 
tice founded  not  only  in  decorum  but  in 
use  too,  and  might  be  peculiarly  proper  in 
this  case,  as  the  hon.  gent,  alluded  to, 
would  in  all  probability  hold  a  very  high 
situation  in  Ireland. 

Dr.  Duigenan  replied,  that  he  was  per- 
fectly disposed  to  comply  with  this  prac- 
tice, but  on  the  present  occasion  it  wati  un- 
necessary, as  the  hon.  gent,  referred  to, 
had  last  session  an  opportunity  of  exa- 
mining this  measure,  and  had  then  stated 
no  objection  to  it.— —Leave  was  then 
granted. 

[Middlesex  Election.]  Mr.  Peter 
Moore  brought  up  a  petition  from  certain 
freeholders  of  Middlesex,  against  the  re- 
turn of  Mr.  Mainwaring,  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  not  properly  qualified.  The 
ground  of  qualification  was  the  only  point 
to  which  the  petition  went.    A  petition 


on  this  ground  had  before  been  presented  J 
but  at  that  time  Mr.  Mainwaring,  by  thl 
decision  of  the  committee,  was  not  a  mei*> 
ber  of  the  house,  and  of  course  the  petitiotj 
fell  to  the  ground.  The  object  now  wal 
to  renew  this  petition.  Be  thought  II 
right  to  state,  that  this  petition  had  beefl 
put  into  his  hands  only  about  ten  minutei 
previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  house  thij 
day,  and  therefore  he  could  say  notbh 
more  about  it  than  that  it  was  presented 
the  instance  of  certain  gentlemen  whom 
understood  to  be  freeholders  of  the  count] 
of  Middlesex.  The  house  would  therefor! 
consider  whether  it  was  to  be  received. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  if  the  matte) 
of  the  petition  came  within  the  electioi 
laws  on  the  subject,  then  the  hon.  member 
bad  a  right  to  insist  that  the  petition 
should  lie  on  the  table.  If  there  was  an< 
doubt  on  that  poiut,  the  passage  of  the  aC 
that  bore  upon  it  ought  to  be  read,  aid 
then  the  house  might  judge  upon  the  case." 

Mr  Perceval  said,  that  from  the  tiri 
view  of  the  thing  he  thought  it  impossibl 
that  this  petition  could  be  received,  as  i 
followed  the  decision  of  a  committed 
which  had  been  appointed  to  try  the  meril 
of  this  election,  before  which  this  polti 
might  have  regularly  come.  It  wotili 
have  been  better  to  have  brought  forward 
this  point  there  instead  of  gbing  oh  frot 
time  to  time  harassing  the  house.  H 
had  not  had  such  an  opportunity  of  invei 
tigating  the  point  of  law  on  this  subject  1 
to  enable  him  to  give  a  positive  opinioi 
but  upon  principle  and  analogy  he  thougj 
i't  clear  that  it  ought  not  to  be  received. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  admitted  that  b 
first  impression  was,  that  this  petitic 
could  not  be  received, 'but  if  it  waspossib 
to  have  it  deferred  till  to-morrow,  as  1 
understood  it  was,  it  might  be  proper  I 
do  so,  that  the  members  might  have  tin 
to  consider  the  peculiar  circumstances  t 
taching  to  this  case.  The  circumstanc 
were  these :  a  petition  had  been  present* 
against  the  return  of  Mr.  Mainwaring,  ai 
the  committee  had  decided  on  the  retu: 
generally,  declaring  that  sir  F.  Burd« 
ought  to  have  been  returned.  The  qui 
tion  of  qualification  could  not  come  ' 
here.  But  a  petition  had  been  present 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Mainwaring,  sir  F.  Bu 
dett  had  declined  defending  his  seat,  and  t) 
freeholders  had  come  forward  in  his  plac 
If  sir  Francis  had  persisted  in  his  defenc 
the  qualification  might  nave  been  h< 
brought  forward,  but  as  the  matter  Stt* 
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ibCTf  was  certainly  cause  for  consideration, 
bi order  to  remove  difficulties,  if  they  ex- 
ited, and  prevent  their  recurrence  for  the 
future.  He  hoped  therefore  that  the  mat* 
trr  would     be    allowed    to    stand    till    to- 

Mr.  Perceval  complained  of  the  manner 
B  which  the  house  had  been  used  in  this 
Wtness.  It  was  evidently  the  intention 
oldie  persons  concerned  in  take  the  house 
bjiarprise,  by  deferring  the  presenting  of 
dis  petition  till  the  last  day,  and  then  only 
putting  it  into  the  hands  ol  the  hen.  gent. 
I  fr«  minutes  before  the  meeting  of  the 

kMk 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  said,  that  this  affair 
depended  not  on  the  common  law,  but 
i.a  a  particular  statute,  and  the  question 
to,  whether  the  qualification  could  have 
been  properly  tried  till  now  ? 

The  Speaker  then  read  the  passage  of 
the  act,  ''rum  which  it  appeared,  that  the 
freeholders  who  took  up  the  cause  in  the 
pbee  of  any  member,  stood,  to  aSl  intents 
I.':',  purpose* ,  in  his  situation,  so  that  the 
flMlincaOon  might  have  been  tried  before. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  said  that  his  doubts 
•ere  removed. 

Mr.  Mmmcarittg  contended,  that  this 
petition  could  not  be  admitted  on  this 
(round,  namelv,  that  it  was  a  petition  to 
renew  a  petition  that  had  been  presented 
fast  session,  which  was  not  now  renewable; 
because,  in  all  cases  of  this  nature,  such  a 
petition  for  a  renewal  must  be  presented 
tor  days  after  the  commencement  of  the 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  hon 
pnt.  was  perfectly  correct  in  his  remark, 
It  was  the  duty  of  every  gentleman  who 
pre*ented  a  petition,  to  make  himself: 
to  of  the  contents,  in  order  that  be  might 
fxplain  thecu  to  the  house  ;  he  therefore 
requested  the  hon.  gent,  would  have  ths 
podness  to  state,  whether  or  not  this  was 
1  petition  lor  the  renewal  of  a  former  peti- 
tion. 

Mr.  Moore  replied,  that  he  believed  he 
mi|at  take  upon  himself  to  say,  that  i; 
*u  a  petition  for  the  renewal  of  a  formei 
petition. — On  which  the  Speaker  declared, 
that  the  rule  of  the  house  was  perfectly 
dear,  which  rendered  any  such  petition 
aadmistible, 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Tuesday,  February  25. 

[MntUTES.]     Lord  Androssan  (the  earl 

¥  Ealing  town)  was  introduced  n>  Hie  u-iai 


form,  between  the  earl  of  Moira,  and  lord 
Keith.  His  patent  of  creation  having 
been  read  at  the  table,  his  lordship  took 
the  oaths  and  his  seat.— The  exchequer 
bills  bill  passed  through  a  committee,  and 
reported.— The  New  Forest  Road  bill 
read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Thursday. — Mr.  Baldwin  brought  up  a 
bill  for  erecting  court  houses  in  the  Welt 
Hiding  of  Yorkshire,  which  was  read  a  first 

HOUSE    OF    COMMON'S. 

Tuesday,  February  25. 
[Minutes.]  A  petition  was  presented" 
from  the  debtors  confined  in  the  jail  of 
Nottingham,  which  was  ordered. to  lie  on 
the  table. — Mr.  Grey,  sir  A.  Piggott,  and 
Mr.  H.  Addington,  and  sir  C.  Pole  took 
the  oaths  and  their  seats. — Mr.  Eyre  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  mattsters  of  Not- 
tingham, complaining  of  tlte  additional 
duties  imposed  upon  malt  by  the  art  of  the 
42d  of  his  present  majesty.  Ordered  to 
"  >n  the  table.— Mr.  Johnson  from  the 
office  of  the  chief  secretary  for  Ireland, 
presented  at  the  bar  an  account  of  the 
umber  of  non-resident  clergymen,  &c.  in 
he  dioceses  of  Ossory  and  Kilmore.  Or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. — Dr.  Duigeoao 
brought  in  a  hill  for  enforcing  the  residence 
of  the  clergy  in  Ireland,  which  was  read 
a  first  time. — The  secretary  at  war  gave 
notice,  that  he  would  on  Thursday  submit 
a  motion  for  leave  to  brin<;  in  a  bill  to  in- 
demnify those  who  had  advised  his  ma- 
jesty to  permit  the  landing  of  a  certain 
number  of  foreign  troops  in  this  country. 
This  measure,  the  right  hon.  gent,  added, 
was  conceived  to  be  the  more  necessary 
in  consequence  of  the  amount  of  the  Ger- 
man legion,  which  had  been  recently  so 
very  much  recruited  on  the  continent.— 
Lord  Henry  Petty  moved,  "  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  examine  and  re- 
port the  amount  of  the  joint  charge  on  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  between  the  1st  of  Jan.  1801  and 
the  1st  of  Jan.  1806",  what  proportion 
thereof  has  been  defrayed  by  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  respectively,  and  what  balance 
remains  due  from  either  part  of  the  united 
kingdom  to  the  other,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  the  S.uth  and  40th 
year  ot  his  present  majesty,  for  the  union 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  and  likewise 
to  consider  of  and  report  the  best  means 
of  ascertaining  in  future  the  amount  of 
such   balance  a;  may   be  due  .from   Great 
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Britain  or  Ireland,  respectively,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  each  year."    Ordered. 

[Affairs  op  India.]  Mr.  Francis  rose 
and  spoke  as  follows: — Mr.  Speaker;  I 
rise,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for  the 
production  of  a  document,  which  is  at  once 
of  considerable  importance  and  curiosity ; 
but,  as  it  relates  to  a  subject  which  ap- 
pears not  to  deserve  much  interest  m  this 
house  or  in  the  country,  it  may  not  excite 
adequate  attention.  1  well  know,  by  long 
experience,  that  India  and  every  question 
connected  with  it,  has  no  attraction  for 
parliament  or  for  the  public ;  and  that  now, 
as-  well  as  on  all  former  occasions,  I  shall 
still  have  to  contend  with  the  impatience 
and  disgust  of  a  careless  unwilling  audience. 
This  alone  makes  the  task,  too  heavy  for 
me,  and  is  more  than  ought  to  be  imposed 
on  any  individual,  who  has  laboured  for 
two- and- twenty  years  to  execute  a  most 
invidious  as  well  as  important  service, 
without  reward,  or  assistance,  or  even 
encouragement  from  any  body.  It  is 
not  possible  for  the  house  to  believe, 
that  I  can  have  any  satisfaction  in  such  a 
labour, except  from  the  sense  of  performing 
a  great  and  urgent  duty,  the  execution 
of  which,  in  fact,  has  been  a  principal  bar 
to  all  my.  views  in  life  as  well  as  a  perpe- 
tual interruption  to  my  quiet  and  happiness. 
So  far  from  having  a  pleasure  in  the  dry 
discussion  of  such  subjects,  if  it  were  pos- 
sible for  me  to  command  a  vote  of  this 
house,  the  first  resolution  they  should  pass 
should  be  to  close  my  lips,  and  silence  me 
for  ever,  on  India  affairs.  The  task  I  have 
undertaken,  and  so  long  pursued,  is  difli- 
,  cult,  is  unpleasing  to  those  most  interested  in 
it,  and,  as  yet,  productive  of  no  benefit  to 
the  country ;  still  I  will  go  on. — I  will  not 
solicit;  but  I  will  advise  the  house,  as  they 
value  the  interests  of  India,  not  to  dis- 
courage the  few,  who  may  yet  be  disposed  to 
.investigate  that  subject,  nor  to  damp  their 
pursuit  by  a  languid,  reluctant  attention ; 
by,  in  fact,  slighting  their  zeal.  India  is 
every  day  becoming  more  formidable  to 
this  country,  and  every  thing  that  relates 
to  our  possessions  in  that  quarter  imperi- 
ously claims  the  attention  of  parliament. 
The  question,  which  I  have  now  to  submit 
to  the  consideration  of  the  house,  does 
not  refer  to  war  or  peace,  or  to  any  topic 
of  Indian  policy*  It  is  merely  a  point  re- 
specting finance;. and  perhaps  will  not  be 
a  bad  preface  to  the  motion  of  which  an 
hon.  gent,  on  the  bench  behind  me  (Mr. 
Paul!)  has  given  notice  for  this  day.    Mo- 


tions of  this  nature  I  conceive  to  be  parti- 
cularly necessary,  in  consequence  of  the* 
irregular  maimer  in.- which  the    accounts 
respecting  India  have  been  laid  before  tha 
house,  or  rather  by  the  neglect  for  some  time 
to  make  any  official  communication  what* 
ever  from  that  quarter.    No  Indian  budget! 
you  will  recollect,  was  produced  in  the  last 
sessions,  and  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh) 
who  then  presided  over  the  board  of  con- 
troul  accounted  for  that  singular  omission 
(nothing  similar  to  which,  as  I  believe, 
ever  occurred  before,  since  the  board 
con  troul  was  instituted)   in  this  singuli 
way ;  viz.  that  the  necessary  accounts  hi 
not  arrived  from  India.    This  was  certain-' 
ly  strange :  and  I  recommend  it  to   th< 
particular  attention  of  his  majesty's  presenj 
ministers.     Since  the  end  of  March  1S0S 
no  statement  has  been  laid  before  partiqj 
ment,  of  the  situation  of  the  finances  o 
India.    If  I  were  to  ask  the  reason  wbj 
the  necessary  and  usual  accounts  were  no 
produced  in  due   time  to  enable  the  mi 
nister  for  India  to  bring  forward  the  Indij 
budget  for  last  year,  it  would  not  surelj 
be  answered,  that  these  accounts  were  no 
sent  from  India  in  due  time  ;  for,  any  sue! 
delay  unaccounted  for  would  involve  th 
direct  breach   of  an   act  of  parliament 
But  if  it  were  said  that  the  dispatch^ 
were    intercepted;    that  the  ship   whid 
carried  them  was  captured,  and  that  thu 
our  financial  accounts  fell  into  the  hand 
of  the  enemy ;  then  another  question  wouj 
arise.    It  is  notorious,  that  every  captai 
entrusted   with  the  conveyance  of  publi 
dispatches,    receives    written  official  in 
structions  from    the   secretary's  office   I 
each  presidency  to  keep  the   public  dif 
patches  entrusted  to  him,  in  a  state  of  pre 
paration ;  that  is,  ready  slung  and  loade 
with  weights  to  be  instantly  throwu  iut 
the  sea  from  the  stern  gallery,  at  any  ra< 
ment  when  he  should  see  that  the  captui 
of  his  ship  by  an  enemy  was  unavoidable 
—Why  were  these    orders  not    obey'ec 
How  came  those  most  important  dispatch* 
from  India,  as  well  as  outward   bouni 
which  were  published  at  Paris,  to  fall  inl 
the  hands  of  the  French  ?     How  did 
happen    that  our  government  for   mai 
successive  months  knew  nothing  of  the 
contents,  nor  indeed  of  the  state  of  fndi 
but  through  the  medium  of  the  Frenc 
newspapers,  retranslated  into  ours  ? — Hai 
the  directors  made  any  effective  enquii 
into  tlie  causes  and  circumstances  of  th 
most  unfortunate  event  ?    I  call  it  unfa 
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tunste  only,  until  I  know  that  it,  was  owing 
to  some  negligence,  which  of  itself  would 
fcecrrrmnal,  without  supposing  a  worse  mo- 
te.— The   subject  of  the  motion.,  which 
1  mi  now  about  lo  make,  is  not,  or  rather 
ought  not  to  be,  new  to  this  house.  I  have 
Mentioned   it  repeatedly,   but  without  suc- 
ten,  or  being  able  to  obtain  the  least  ex- 
rinu&in  concerning  it.     And  how  should 
It  be  otherwise,   when,  as  the  noble  lord 
rdt  knows,  his  interest,  which  was  consi- 
derable, nriii  mine  put  together,  could  never 
obtain  an  audience  of  more  than  fifteen  or 
treaty  members  to  ftis  India  budgets  ;  and 
fctt,   towards   tin  close  of  those  debates, 
*e  were  generally  left  to  ourselves,   v 
(be  chairman  of  the  committee, — This 
jweness   on    the  subject  of  India.,   has  al- 
leedv  produced  the  worst  consequences 
(•  India;  and  if  another  course  be   i 
wbpted,  I   am  sure  will  he   the  cause 
■smoi   distress,  and  probably  more  iH 

this  country.  On  the  '21st  of 
its.  1805,  (see  vol.  iii.  p.  50.)  1  stated 
tie  bouse,  that  a  sum  of  mo  tie  v  iqual  tu 
353,000/.  bad  been  lately  charged  in  the 
iMiorsementsof  the  presidency  of  Bombay, 
tut  other  explanation  than  these 
;  *'  Lent  to  the  Guicanar." — The 
ought  to  know  two  things  ; — that 
veral  presidencies  in  India  are  gene- 
rally in  distress  for  meney,  and  constantly 
unproved  tu  raise  it  by  every  possible  expt- 
ftent;  and  that  Bombay  is  the  poorestand 
tie  most  distressed  of  them  all,  Jti  these 
cmrmsumces,  thev  profess  to  have  lent  an 
Bonn*. us  sum  'if  the  company's  money  to 
tks  their  tributary  prince.  To  save  tlie  time 
of  the  houst-,  I  beg  leave  to  read,  what  I 
fe&ire  said,  and  which  has  been  some  time 
a  print  on.  this  subject,  as  a  part  of 
fetch  :     *"  In  the  country  of  Guzzerat,  to 

*  the  north-west  of  fiombav,   there  is  i 

*  Pnuce  c^ied    Guicowar ;  "a  part  of  hi; 

*  teriiuirv  has  been  ceded  to  the  com 
1  ptzrv,  pa;-;lv  to  make  good  the  pay  of 
"  our  iutjS!'Ji3-"-.'  :>r'-e  statiot.'.-(i  ^'   !'■  <■ 

*  aad  lor  other  objects  of  iiid'-u,r     :    .': 

*  Out  of  ihst  fund  we  ought  lo  have 

*  caied  a  cor-  derabfe  revenue  ;  but  to 

*  obi  jruice  the   government  of  Bomb; 
icca  le^i  than 


to  ask  on  what  ground,  anil  for  what  rea- 
3  loan  was  made.  In  the  printed 
I  cannot  find  any  thing  tu  throw 
if  light  on  the  subject.  The  com- 
pany take  possession  of  the  territory  of 
-,  they  hold  it  in  his  name,  end 
the  first  thing  done  is  to  lend  him  ,152,01X1/. 
Why,  on  the  very  face  of  the  transaction 
is  something  which  calls  for  expla- 
nation. The  words  of  the  official  dispatch 
from  Bombay  relative  to  this  prince  and 
territory,  were  these — "  This  state  has 
"  for  its  present  native  ruler  a  chief- 
"  tain  of  avowedly  weak  intellects.  Our 
"  support  therefore  must  be  extended 
"  to  all  the  operations  of  its  govern- 
■'  ment;  holding  as  we  do,  the  irame- 
"  diate  charge  of  the  Guicowar  chief. 
"  tain's  own  guard,  anil  dividing  with  his 
"  troops  the  garrison  of  his  capital."— 
Does  any  rnati  believe  that  the  Outcownr 
ever  received  a  shilling  of  thinloitif  If 
there  be  really  such  a  man,  I  shall 
only  sav,  that  that  man  knows  nothing  of 
the  politics  of  India. — The  hon.  gent,  con- 
cluded with  moving,  that  there  be  laid 
before  the  huuse  "  extracts  of  any  letters 
accouots  received  from  the  presidency 
of  Bombay,  relative  to  the  sum  of  Bombay 
rupees,  31,35,9+*,  inserted  in  the  account 
of  their  disbursement*  for  the  year  ending 
the  30th  April,  1803,  and  said  lo  be  money 
lent  ti    " 


Mr.  Hi/it/  Addington  said,  that  had  he 
been  a  member  of  the  house  yesterday 
>ihen  the  notice  of  this  motion  was  given, 
he  would  have  taken  the  liberty  of  asking 
the  hon.  gent,  lo  postpone  bringing  it  for- 
ward, until  the  board  to  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  belong  should  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  considering  the  subject,  and  of  en- 
quiring into  the  nature  of  the  papers  Ton- 
netted  with  it.  This  indulgence  be  hoped 
the  hon.  mover  would  not  be  disinclined 
to  grant  to  a  board  so  recently  appointed. 
The  application  would  not,  he  trusted,  be 
deemed  unreasonable,  when  the  nature  of 
the  business  connected  with  their  office 
was  taken  into  view;  when  it  was  consi- 
dered that  it  might  be  nect*t»ry  to  look 
over  a  number  of  papers  which  the  noble 
lord  on  the   oilier  side  T»,rd  Cattlereagh) 

*  JmO^jOO^-  T-e  documents*  relative  lo  knew  to  be  pretty  voluminous,  before  an 
■flit  extra*; n&nnry   mncaction.  I  thick,    opinion  wuH  be  forn«-c,  vhetber  it  would 

*  angbt  u>  bare  been  laid  beio^j  :'._  be  consistent  mth  the  p'lbbc  interest  to 
■  haw.  Eodtr  the  orcen  alrea-ly  l.'---  grtede  to  the  object  of  this  motion.  Aa 
•*tai  wowld  save  time  and  Iroub*e;llIw  groal  of  ibis  paper  «a»  not  so  »erjr 
•sfwot,  f.  rr.'j;  betbe  tat  pseserog  in  its  natnre,  be  hoped   t)«  boa. 

I  •  Risr  ts«>:-ci.-"       i    swank   -"-  B   bMqial    gest. -would  baie  no  objecuons  lo  post- 
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pone  it  for  *  day  or  two ;  and  be  assured 
fiie  bom  gent,  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
subject  tp  which  his  motion  referred  should 
be  care&ilry  enquired  into. 

Lord  Quttereagh  said,  he  was  as  ready 
as  any  man  to  acknowledge  the  debt  of 
gratitude  which  parliament  and  the  coun- 
try owed  to  the  hon.  mover,  for  the  zeal 
and  assiduity  which  he  had  uniformly  ma- 
nifested upon  the  important  subject  of  our 
interests  in  India ;  and  he  perfectly  con- 
curred with  that  hon.  gent,  that  it  was  es- 
sentially necessary  the  house  should  apply 
itself  to  the  attentive  consideration  of  those 
great  interests.  But,  in  order  to  enter 
into  that  consideration,  every  par^  of  the 
subject  should  be  laid  before  the  house. 
The  whole  of  the  question  should  be  com- 
pletely understood*  With  respect  to  the 
assertion,  that  the  India  budget  not  hav- 
ing been  brought  forward  last  sessions  was 
an  unprecedented  omission, be  begged  leave 
to  set  the  hon.  gent,  right;  for  precisely 
the  same  omission  occurred  the  first  year 
lie  was  president  of  the  board  pf  controul. 
put  as  to  the  cause  of  the  last  omission,  of 
which  the  hon.  gent,  had  complained,  it 
was  known  to  have  proceeded  from  the 
delay  of  the  accounts  from  India,  which 
were  indispensably  necessary  to  the  pre- 
paration of  the  budget ;  and  the  same  cause 
occasioned  the  omission  which  took  place 
before  he  entered  into  office*  As  to  the 
motion  before  the  house,  he  saw  no  ob- 
jection to  the  production  of  the  paper  re- 
ferred to ;  but  it  was  for  the  right  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  H.  Addington)  and  his  col- 
leagues to  exercise  their  own  discretion. 
When  that  paper  should  be  laid  before  the 
bouse,  and  the  transaction  to  which  it  allu- 
ded should  be  fully  understood,  the  impres- 
sion on  his  mind  was,  that  the  hon.  mover 
would  find  the  loan  not  to  have  been  im- 
providently  advanced ;  that  it  was  not 
money  lent  without  a  just  motive,  or  with- 
out ample  security ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
that  land  was  assigned  to  the  company  to 
ensure  the  repayment  of  this  loan,  and 

.  that  that  land  was  placed  under  the  com- 
pany's own  administration.  On  the  whole, 
$he  noble  lord  had  no  doubt  it  would  ap- 
pear, that  the  advance  to  this  prince  was 
a  proceeding  which  stood  upon  the  best 
principles  of  policy,  that  it  was  perfectly 
justifiable,  and  that  no  loss  whatever  was 
likely  to  accrue  from  it.  To  the  hon. 
mover's  allusion,  in  the  style  of  complaint, 
to  tlie  absence  of  the  directors  on  this  dis- 

.  cussion,  be  should  only  bay,  that  being 


this  day  engaged  in  attendance  at  a  gen* 
ral  court,  which,  as  to-morrow  was  a  hp( 
day,  no  doubt  presented  an  increase  { 
business,  their  absence  from  the  house  wj 
at  least  excusable.  ^ 

Lord  Morpeth  joined  in  the  request  j 
his  right  hon.  colleague  (Mr.  H.  Adding 
ton),  that  the  hon.  mover  would  defer  Ity 
motion  for  a  few  days.  j 

Mr.  Francis  said,  he  had  no  thoug| 
whatever  of  attaching  blame-  to,  or  occj 
sioning  any  inconvenience  to  those  wl 
now  directed  the  board  of  controul. 
brought  forward  this  motion  before 
house,  in  compliance  with  a  notice  wl 
he  bad  given  so  early  as  the  last  sessioi 
With  the  request  made  to  him  by  the  nol 
lord  who  had  last  spoken  and  his  ri 
hon.-  colleague,  he  had  no  difficulty 
complying ;  but  he  wished  to  learn,  wl 
the  noble  lord  would  be  able  to  ascerti 
the  propriety  of  acceding  to  the  motio) 
which  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  bring  fc 
ward.  He  also  would  be  glad  to  h< 
when  the  India  budget,  which  was  omit 
last  year,  was  likely  to  be  brought 
ward. 

Lord  Morpeth  assured  the  hon.  g< 
that  no  time  would  be  lost  in  enquiring  ii 
the  subject  to  which  his  motion  re  fen 
With  regard  to  the  India  budget,  he  st 
it  to  be  his  intention,  on  the  next  roeel 
of  the  house,  to  move  for  the  producl 
of  the  accounts  necessary  Xo  the  bringi] 
forward  the  budget  of  last  year, 
long  these  accounts  might  be  preparing 
could  not  pretend  to  say. 

Mr*  Charles  Grant  said,  he  had  not 
in  the  house  when  the  motion  was  mi 
He  regretted  that  the  attendance  on 
duty  in  another  place,  deprived  him  of 
advantage  of  hearing  the  observations^ 
the  bon  gent,  who  introduced  it.    By 
the  information  he  could  collect  on 
subject,  he  thought  that  there  would  be 
objection  to  comply  with  it.    He  was  si 
it  was  the  wish  of  the  court  of  direct 
that  every   information  in    their    poi 
should  be  given.     At  the  same  time, 
felt  it  an  important  consideration,  to 
certain  how  far  it  might  be  consistent  wij 
the  general  interests  of  the  company  i 
have  their  accounts  called  for  on  everyfl 
casion. — Mr.  Francis  then,  with  the  pi 
mission  of  the  house,  withdrew  his  motiq 

[Affairs  of  India.]  Mr.  Paull  nj 
and  spoke  as  follows :  —  Sir,  in  178 
India  could  not  be  mentioned  without  q 
ing  the  benches  of  both  sides  of  the  houjj 
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hi  I  believe  almost  the  last  time  lord 
M,-!v:|le  addressed  this  house  on  the  al- 
iiisoi  India,  be  congratulated  himself  (in 
1100)  ibat  circu  instances  were  so  changed, 
ud  the  public  opinion  and  that  of  the 
buse  so  favourable,  thai  to  its  most  im- 
pijnt  affairs  be  could  hardly  bring  down 
■fcient  members  to  form  a  house.  On 
■di  confidence  and  change  of  circum- 
snifj*t  he  congratulated  the  country.  In 
ad)  congratulation,  I,  sir,  cannot  possi- 
lif  join  ;  for  to  such  confidence,  and  to 
if  tjiitm  pursued  for  23  years  post,  1 
Ombuie  the  growth  of  an  enemy  more 
fanutlable  to  the  happiness  and  prosuerily 
(fEnJaud,  than  the  flotilla  that  menaces 
wt  thorn  front  the  coast  of  France.  Sen- 
•Ue  of  tlio  danger  which  few  seem  to  be 
■■■   ■  "i".    in  the  rirst  week  of  the  present 


I  gav. 


taujt,  before  the  house  a  subject  which 
•tether  considered  in  a  political,  in  ; 
iaL,  or  iu  a  financial  point  of  view 
wcond  to  none  that  could  occupy  the 
nmem  of  parliament;  and,  as  a  ground 
W future  procedure,  I  moved  fur  a  letter 
lord  Melville  tr>  the  chairman  of  the 
nt  directors,  which  has  not  yet  been 
before  the  house.  With  the  death  of 
truly  great,  illustrious,  and 
WinJet i ted  character,  the  marqu 
•alhs,  I  believed,  and  still  believe, 
rf Great  Britain  set  in  India.;  that  with 
kua  perished  the  last  hopes  of  the  country, 
far  rendering  India  an  aid  instead  of  a 
burthen  to  the  mother  country  :  at  nil 
mots,  his  death  stimulated  me  still  more 
■roiigly  to  persevere  in  the  line  of  con- 
duct 1  had  imposed  upon  myself;  audi 
Wra»  that  delay  was  most  injurious  to 
lie  best  interests  of  the  country,  I,  on  a 
Wbsequent  day,  cave  notice  of  my  inlen- 
om  of  moving  for  a  select  committee,  to 
•frfiire  into  the  truly  alarming  state  of  the 
tmpany's  India  debt,  anil  into  the  causes 
rfthe  disappointment  of  the  just  expecta- 
tions uf  the  public,  and  the  total  and  en- 
Me  failure  of  every  term,  condition,  and 
•BpoUtion  for  which  they  obtained  their 
darter.  That  such  a  discussion  has  not 
jet  taken  place,  cannot  with  any  justice  be 
athbutcd  to  roe.  It  has  arisen  from  the 
Hue  of  the  country,  the  state  of  Hie  timt 
fe  state  of  the  house,  the  want  of  a  n 
Mry,  and  especially  from  the  absence 
lie  members  of  the  board  of  controul.- 
I  Hi  this  night,  preparatory  to  my  intended 
I  Wns,  to  move  for  some  official  relur: 
I  <inch  will  however   occupv   little   time 

I 


ihe  preparation  and  production,  and 'still 
less  in  reading;  for,  1  believe,  t.,,at  six  of 
he  eight  returns  I  shall  call  for,  will  be 
answered  by  six  simple  negatives  j  ueg»- 
however,  that  will  prove  several 
gross  violations  of  the  law  and  high 
reaches  of  duty. — It  will  not  be  consider- 
ed the  least  extraordinary  of  the  circum- 
taoces  of  the  present  times,  that  lord  Mel- 
ille,  who  is  now  under  impeach  me  r,t  for 
violation  of  the  law,  and  a  high  breach 
f  duty,  should,  in  1 793,  have  brought  in  a 
bill  for  the  most  important  purposes,  and 
1  raw  u  up  with  a  cave,  precision,  and  solem- 
ity  proportionate  to  the  importance  of  the 
ubject,  a  hill  holding  out  threat  political, 
omioereial.aiid  Ihiiineial  advantages;  a  bill 
a  guard  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  40 
tiillions  of  subjects,  and  to  contioul  an  ex- 
penditure of  upwards  of  230  millions ;  and 
that,  while  he  is  under  impeuchment,  his 
act  has  been  violated  in  every  section,  ex- 
cept one,  where  "  the  breach  would  liuve 
been  more  honorable  than  the  observance." 
A  misappropriation  of  the  public  money  has 
taken  place  to  an  amount  exceeding  20 
millions  sterling,  and  the  violaters  of  the 
law  have  hitherto  escaped  without  censure 
or  notice. — By  the  act  of  1793,  after  the 
payment  of  the  military  and  civil  establish; 
mont,  the  act  enjoins  that  a  sum  not  less 
than  one  million  of  pounds  sterling  shall  be 
applied  lor  romnierci.il  purposes,    and  re- 


atii.nnl  wealth.  Since  l/og, 
whatever  Ini-  l.een  applied  to  commercial 
purposes,  ami  ihe  law  h.is  been  violated  in 
single  instance  to  a  sum  exceeding  8 
oub.  To  this  extent,  and  to  this 
tint  has  this  commercial  nation  been 
deprived  of  such  an  import  from  our  colo- 
nies, which  the  law  ordered  and  enjoined. 
By  the  Hioih.clause  of  the  same  act,  the 
law  provides,  that  the  go venior- general,  to 
reduce  the  India,  debt  of  the  company, 
which  was  considered  as  the  most  formi- 
dable enemy  to  Its  happiness  and  prospe- 
rity, and  which  amounted  in  1793  to  7 
millions,  should  draw  for  a.  sum  amount- 
ing in  each  year  to  500,000 1,  which  was 
to  be  applied  to  no  other  purpose,  to  no 
other  account  whatever,  except  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  debt,  liigbt  millions  have 
lieen  drawn  from,  aud  not  one  shilling  has 
been  applied  to  the  purpose  ordered  and 
enjoined  by  the  act  of  parliament.  Bul- 
lion has  been  exported  to  the  amount  alio 
i >f  H  millions,  for  the  same  purpose,  and 
no  part  of  the  amount  ha-  been  applied 
0 
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towards  the  overthrow  of  an  enemy,  con- 
sidered by  every  person,  conversant  in  the 
affairs  of  India,  as  fatal  to  the  prosperity 
of  India  and  England.— By  the  1 1 1th  sec- 
tion of  the  act,   after  payment  of  the  said 
sum  of  500,000  /.  to  be  drawn  for  the-  re- 
duction of  the  debt,   which  was  to  be  re- 
duced to  two  millions  of  pounds  sterling, 
the  law  allows  of  a  dividend  of  ten  per 
cent,  per  annum  to  the  proprietors  of  East- 
India  stock.    This  part  of  the  act,  and  thib 
part  only,  has  been  complied  with  ;  and  1 
maintain,   that   this  ought   only   to   have 
been   the   case  had  funds   been  remitted 
from  India  from  the  surplus  revenues  of 
India.     Now,  sir,  no  such  thing  has  been 
the    case.     These    dividends,   sir,   to   the 
amount  of  600,000/.  yearly,   have   been 
paid    from   property    provided    in    India, 
with  money  borrowed  at  an  enormous  rate 
of  interest  in   the  first  instance,   saddled 
with  an  enormous  commission  in  the  next, 
to  the  commercial  servants  of  the  company ; 
and  the  sales  of  this  property  which  had 
to  pay  the  principal  borrowed  in  India, 
the  interest  of  12  per  cent,  at  the  lowest, 
a  commission  of  10  percent,  to  those  that 
provided   the  investment,  and  a  dividend 
of  10  per  cent,  to  the  proprietor,  have,   I 
am  ready  to  substantiate,  invariably  pro- 
duced a  considerable  loss.     But,  sir,  the 
payment  of  these   dividends,    for  which 
the    public    must    ultimately  be  answer- 
able,  ought  not  to  have  been  paid  from 
any  funds  except  the  profits  arising  from 
investments  provided  with  the  surplus  re- 
.  venues  of  India,  and  not  payments  from 
funds  borrowed  in  India,  and  which  have 
tended  to  increase  the  debt  to  30  millions, 
instead    cf    2   millions    enjoined    by   the 
law,  has  been  a  violation  of  the  same,  a 
high    breach   of  duty,   and    has    tended 
amongst  other  causes,  and  in  no  inconside- 
rable degree,  to  produce  the  state  of  em- 
barrassment so  much  to  be  deplored,  and 
tended  not  only  to  deprive  the  public  of 
their  just  but  small  participation,  but  will 
in  the  end  saddle  them  with  a  debt,  which 
never  now  can  be  paid  by  the  India  compa- 
ny within  the  period  of  their  charter.   After 
the  payment  of  this  dividend,  the  law  pro- 
vides, that  the  East-India  company,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  million  of  wealth  to  be  yearly 
imported  into  Great  Britain,  which  I  main- 
tain can  be  considered  in  no  other  light  than 
as  an  income  from  an  estate  belonging  to 
the  nation,  the  East-India  company  stipulate 
iind  agree  to  pay  into  his  majesty's  exche- 
vjuor,.  in  half-yearly  payments.,  as  profits, 


or    direct  advantage,   a  participation  o£ 

500,000/.  to  the  public  in  each  year;  but* 

if  a  failure  takes  place,  it  is  to  be  carried 

as  a  balance  to  the  succeeding  year,  an<| 

may  be  levied  by  a  suit  at  law,  with  a  pen 

ualty  of  15  per  cent,  for  each  failure.     Nd 

payment,  sir,   has  been  made,  I  believej 

except  in  the  first  year  ;  and   the  balanct 

now  due  to  the  public  amouiits  to  nearrj 

7  millions  of  pounds  sterling ;  but  whichj 

with  interest  and  penalty,  would  product 

u  sum    sufficient  to  the  purchase  of  upj 

vvards  of  .35  millions  of  the  capital  of  thj 

debt  of  Great  Britain. — The  115th  clauifl 

provides,  that  the  surplus  funds  of  the  co 

pany  shall  be  laid  out  in  stock,  until 

same  shall  amouut  to  12  millions  of  poun 

sterling,   which   U  to  be  placed  from  timfj 

to  tiint-  in  the  bank  of  England,   there  tt 

remain  as  a  guarantee  fund  for  the  amount 

of  their   capital  stock:  and  by  the  ll6d 

clause,   the  governor  and  company  of  thl 

bank  of  England  are  ordered  and  required 

to  produce  the  account  of  such  stock,  aoj 

lay  the  same  before  both  houses  of  pa4 

li anient  on  the  15th  of  Feb.  iu  each  yeal 

if  the  parliament  be  then  sitting,  or  withj] 

14  days  after  the  commencement  of  til 

then  next  session.     No  such  returns  ha^ 

been  made,  and  the  public  are  yet  to  leal 

what  stock  has  been  purchased,  and   wfal 

ther  or  not  the  capital  of  the  company,  4 

the  expiration  of  the  charter,  is  to  be  wit| 

out  the  guarantee  so  solemnly  stipulate 

for  by  the  act  of  parliament :  and  by  tt 

121st  section  of  the  act,   it  is  ordered  ad 

enjoined,  that,  if  the  directors  shall  be  fli 

able  to  make  good  such  payments  to  t( 

public,  they  shall  make   representation^ 

such  inability  to  the  chancellor  of  the  d 

chequer,  or  the  lords  commissioners,  vA 

are  empowered  to  issue  an  order,  suspenj 

ing  such  payments ;  but  are  required  J 

come  within  14.  days  to  parliament,  ai 

produce    such    representation   and   orcU 

and  evidently  to  obtain  the  sanction  aj 

approbation  of  parliament.     Here  agal 

sir,  the  law,  I   believe,   has  been  grosl 

violated.    Had  such  yearly  representatil 

been  made,  as  the  law  required,  long.C 

this,    I  am  satisfied,    the   house  and  % 

public  would  have  found  themselves  col 

pelled  to  revise  a  bargain,  thus  rendej 

nugatory,  violated,  and  broken  in  all  4 

parts.     To  enable  gentlemen  to  meet  flj 

great  question,  I  am  this  night  to  movoj 

documents  to  prove  the  allegations  I  hi 

now  made ;  and  I  hope  to   this  questH 

gentlemen  will  come  with  unbiassed  rain 
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ind  not    shut    tlieir  eyes  to   conviction, 

merely    because     the    question    is    Indian, 

md  because    it  is  brought  forward  bv  a 

mm  new    to   this   house   and  the   public. 

The  affairs  of    India  must  now  force  tbeui- 

lekea  on  this  house,  however  the  evil  lmur 

amy  be  delayed,    ami   an  attack   011   the 

jpPM  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  ami 

»  certainty   that,    after  a  waste  ol  much 

Mood  and   much    treasure,  they  witl  still 

Mctlled  upuu  perhaps  to  pay,  certainty 

te  EuarauU'e,  a  debt  of  4.5  mi] lions  sterling.' 

TVwe  considerations   will   demand   an   at- 

tNUiD,  that  the  cries  of  millions,  ami  the 

1  fcvt&lation  of  defenceless  provinces,  have 

I    bf^-it  unable  to   eilect. —  1   therefore  move  : 

1 1.  That  there  be  laid  before  this  house,  an 

•CWiuit  of  nil    the  sums  of  money  which 

iwe  btten  paid  by  the  Knst-Inrlia  company 

uto  his  mi»i>_-sty"s  exchequer,  in  obedience 

It  the    llilli    section  of  the  33d  of  the 

ta&c.  52. — -'.*   A  copy  of  all  the  rep  re- 

,  toiLitions   which    have    been   made   to  the 

J  toniiui  the   treasury,  in  obedience  to  the 

I  IllK  section  of  the  said  act. — 3.  A  copy 

I  Null  the  orders  which  have  been  given  by 

B  Ae  Wds  ol*  the    treasury,   for  the  auspen- 

K  Mfid  of  the   payments   of  the   money  due 

■  Awn  the  East-India  company  to   the   pub- 

B  St,  m  obedience  to  the 


land  r 


ty  to  the  si 

knot  the  ait. — o.  An  account  of  ,dl  the 
Hot*  purchased  towards  the  guaivLiui 
f»j  n1  ike  company,  limited  by  the  ill 
«(S',:i  of  (he  act  10  15  millions  sterling. 
—6.  The  yearly  accounts  of  audi  slock, 
me  o;  its  appropriation,  which,  by  the 
llMh  section  ,iktre;aid,  the  governor  and 
HMifi  1.  ol  the  bank  of  England  are  re- 
fwWUilav  before  U'th  houses  ulparlia- 
men.  on  or  before  the  loth  of  Feb.  in 
mtk  year;  and  11  parliament  -hail  not 
Jk&be  sitting,  within  14  day.'  after  the 
■ut  of  the  session  of  pariia- 
aecoant  of  all  bills  ol"  ex* 
ipon  the  court  of  directors 
17J)j  l»  'he  latest  period  ;  specifying 
front  each  presidency,  and  the 
each  year.— S.   An  acctiiMrt  of 

_I   sptcie  und   bullion  exported 

■Mstn»  (be  same  period  to  Bengal,  Madras, 
■  •fl    Bu113jv;  ;<■•     alti-julit    It. 

lUiur,  aiid  auj  soniS  rc-e,i pot ted  Irani 
I  mmiJu  sud  Bombay  to  Fort  V.  Warn,  in 
I  amtn,if:i*_r  i_x  tin  i  fi  tea  the  giiver- 

^KpMnioi  lnd^.— y.  A  f.-jyu 


applications  made  bv  the  governor-general 
il  to  the  chief  supercargoes  in 
Canton  fur  pecuniary  aid,  with  the  answers 
or  returns  made  to  such  applications  from 
I79S    to  the  last   accounts  from  that  fac- 

l.ord  Castkrennti  hoped  the  house  would 
excuse  hun  if,  having  been  trusted  with  an 
important  office  in  the  administration  of 
India,  he  felt  that  be  could  not  sit  silent, 
utter  the  observations  which  hud  been  made 
by  the  bon.  member  who  spoke  last.  It 
appeared  to  him,  that  the  hoc  gent,  had 
either  misconceived  tin;  act  he  alluded  to, 
or  else  be  must  have  read  it  very  hastily, 
as  he  had  blended  together  the  territorial 
and  the  commercial  revenues,  which  should 
be  considered  as  distinct  things.  As  to 
the  sending  of  bullion  to  India  m  payment 
for  its  colonial  produce,  whatever  preju- 
dice there  might  once  have  existed  against 
.exporting  bullion,  in  modern  times  it 
was  considered  as  an  article  of  commerce, 
which  might  be  exported  without  danger 
in  its  consequences.  The  hon.  gent,  hud 
blended  together  many  other  considera- 
tions, which  ought  to  have  been  kept  dis- 
tinct. He  had  not  distinguished  the  debt 
and  the  assets  abroad  or  at  home,  nor 
taken  notice  of  that  intermediate  measure, 
the  arrangement  for  the  transfer  of  part  of 

the  act  of  appropriation,  the  only  way  that 
the  house  did,  or  courd  in  common  sense 
have  ordered  the  appropriation  was,  that, 
in  case  of  a  surplus,  there  should  be  set 
opart,  in  tlit  ftrat  place,  a  sum  for  the  mi- 
■  m  1  "■  races;  in  the  next  place,  for  the 
...  ,  I  ■  :.  oercial  attain  :  and  iben,  that 
the  reni  U  ..1  r  should  come  over  in  invest- 
ment-, 'the  hon,  gent,  was  much  mis- 
taken, if  he  thought  that  a  single  enact 
ait-lit  would  be  sufficient  to  allow  the  coun- 
try to  participate  to  the  amount  of  (be  half 
million  staled.  Unless  [here  was  a  surplus 
lor  such  turn  to  come  out  of  it,  it  would  be 
Impossible  that  it  should  be  paid.  When 
there  was  no  surplus,  it  was  also  impossi- 
ble that  annual  accounts  fbnuld  be  laid  be- 
fore the  house  of  an  appropriation  ol  a 
■orpins.  1  he  lion.  gent,  seemed  to  be  ir. 
a  mistake  throughout  the  whole  of  hib 
speech,  in  only  considering  the  surplus  of 
territorial  revenue,  instead  of  the  net  pro- 
ceeds arising  from  the  commercial  lion-  .-  - 
'.:.(,:.  ol  the  fcii^t-lndia  company,  toiub;.:'-<l 
with  their  territorial  revenue.  'Hie  pni- 
rantee  fund  «hich  he  mentioned.  ■■  1  u\ 
to  be  treated  lifter  the  debt  slio   I     b<  t  - 
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duced  to  two  millions. — As  to  the  super- 1 
intendance  of  the  board  of  controul,  the 
noble  lord  said,  it  had  in  fact  been  con- 
fined, as  the  law  directed,  to  the  civil  and 
military  government  and  revenues  of  In- 
dia.    As  to  the  commercial  interests  and 
concerns  of  the  company,  and  their  exclu- 
sive right  to  conduct  their  trade,  and  to 
instruct  their  presidencies  concerning  the 
provision    of  their  investment,    and    on 
every  subject  connected  with  this  part  of 
their  charter,  the  court  of  directors  had  been 
left  to  their  own  unbiassed  discretion ;  and 
the  board  of  controul  had  never  interfered 
with  them,  much  less  had  it  ever  thrown  auy 
impediment  or  embarrassment  in  their  way. 
—In  the  present  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
East-India  company,  it  must  be  recollec- 
ted, that  the  last  two  or  three  years,  and 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Mahratta 
war,  have  been  the  times  of  the  severest 
pressure.    Up  to  the  month  of  April  1803, 
he  had  frequently  stated  to  the  house,  that 
the  financial  situation  of  India  was  a  situa- 
tion of  great   prosperity,   affluence,    and 
abundance,  and  such  as  justified  the  ex- 
pectation which  had  been  so  long  enter- 
tained of  this  country  participating  in  the 
prosperity  of  Xbt-  company.  ■  lie  should  not 
speak  either  of  what  might  be  the  financial 
pressure  at  the  present  moment,   nor  of 
the  means  that  the  company  had  of  sur- 
mounting-this  pressure ;  but  he  thought  it 
would  be  impossible  for  gentlemen  to  form 
a  right  judgment  of  the  present  state  oi 
Indian  affairs,   until  the  accounts  of  the 
years  1S03   and    1804   were    before    the 
house.     He  concluded  by  asserting  that, 
if  it  had  not  been  that  the  subsequent  ex- 
pence's  of  the  war  had  disturbed  unexpect- 
edly   the   prosperity   which   prevailed    in 
1803,  the  statements  he  had  made  would 
have  been  realized. 

Mr.  Fuller  could  not  think  with  the  hon. 
mover,  that  the  sun  of  Britain  had  set  at 
the  death  of  the  marquis  Cornwallis.  lie  did 
not  despond  so.  Men  of  talent  could  aL 
ways  be  found  for  the  service  of  the  coun- 
try. This  led  him  to  suggest  to  his  ma- 
jesty's miuisters,  whether  something  ought 
not  to  be  done  for  admiral' Cornwallis,  the 
brother  of  that  great  man,  who  had  distin- 
guished himself  so  much  by  his  blockade 
of  the  enemy  in  Brest. 

Lord  Folkestone.  —  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  speech,  has  chosen  to  advise  the  hon. 
gent,  who  made  this  motion,  to  confine  his 
enquiries  about  the  finances  of  the  East- 


India  company  to  the  period  of  the  two 
last  years ;  and  he  says,  that  it  will  be  best 
for  his  own  purpose  to  do  so.     I  do  n<M 
know  what  purpose  the  nobje  lord  imputai 
to  the  hon.  gent.,  but  I  know  with  wfaaf 
view  I  shall  support  the  motion  he  ha* 
made.     1  wish  the  whole  state  of  the  afl 
fairs  of  the  company  to  be  fully  and  con* 
pletely  examined,  and  the  true  conditio* 
of  them  to  be  made  known  to  the  houstf 
and  to  the  country  ;  and.  for  this  reason 
I  hope  the  hon.  gent,  will  not  follow  tbf 
advice  of  the  noble  lord,  but  will  persevert 
in  his  intention  of  enquiring  into  the  m* 
nagement  of  these  at! 'airs  during  the  whoh 
period  of  the  existence  of  their  charter.-* 
Sir,  the  noble  lord  has  further  imputed  ti 
the  hon.  gent,  a  careless  and  negligent  pa 
rusal  of  the  act  by  which  this  charter  wa 
granted  ;  and  accuses  him  of  not  under 
standing   it.     Undoubtedly  this   act  is  4 
very  long  one,   and  in  some  parts  a  littl 
confused  and  unintelligible,  particularly  * 
those  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  k 
cal  circumstances  of  India;  but  the  pal 
of  the  act  to  which  alone  the  motions  € 
the  hon.  gent,  apply,  are  so  plain,  that 
think  it  can  be  necessary  for  a  -gentlema 
to  do  nothing  but  read  them,  to  be  pel 
suaded  of  the  truth  of  what  the  hon.  geri 
has  stated,  that  the  provisions  have  beC 
violated  in  almost  every  particular.     Bt 
the  noble  lord   says,   the  act  provides  fit 
the  appropriation  of  the  surplus,  if  anj 
but  could  never  mean  to  enact,  nor  coal 
even  be  construed  to  mean  to  enact,   thi 
there  should  be  a  surplus.     I  conceive,  si 
very  differently.     I  confess  I   look  up< 
this  act  as  an  agreement  and  bargain,  b 
tween  the  company  of  merchants  tradii 
to  the  East  Indies  and  the  government' 
Great  Britain.     The  government,  for  tl 
public,  gave  to  that  company  the  exclusi' 
right  of  trading  to  that  part  of  the  worli 
they  surrender  the  right  of  the  public  ■ 
participate  in  the  advantages  of  this  trad* 
and,  in  return,  require  certain  things 
the  hands  of  this  privileged  company.  Tl 
remuneration,  to  be  sure,  is  small  enoug 
In  return  for  the  advantage  .and  profit 
an  exclusive  trade,  the  public  ask  for  n 
thing  but  an  annual  payment  of  500,000 
But  surely,  sir,  that  is  as  much  a  contra 
as  can  be  eutered  into ;  and,  if  the  ten 
of  the  agreement  are  not  fulfilled  on  eitfc 
side,  the  contract  is  at  an  end.     Now,  8 
what  is  it  that  the  law  requires  of  the  col 
pany,  in  return  for  the  advantages  cc 
ceded  to  them  ;  how  is  the  money  arisi 
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com  this  lucrative  trade  appropriated?  In 
the  first  place,  the  act  provides,  tliat  the  mi- 
litary and  civil  establishments  in  India 
«bonid  be  defrayed  from  the  profits  of  the 
territorial  revenues  of  the  company ;  and 
ticn,  that  a  sum,  not  leas  than  a  million  of 
■ooey,  should  beset  apart  for  thepurposeof 
purchasing  goods  to  bring  to  Europe,  or, 
•k  the  words  of  the  act,  for  providing 
tareemient.  The  noble  lord  may  perhaps 
m  here,  that  no  man  could  suppose  that  a 
Uw  would  be  passed  requiring  that  there 
st-juld  be  *u<h  profits.  But,  when  twt 
parties  cuter  into  an  agreement,  and  one 
nkes  great  exclusive  advantages,  and  pro- 
tcue*  to  do  certain  acts,  I  should  be  glad 
to  know,  whether  the  non-performance  of 
6>se  acts  is  not  a  termination  of  the  con- 
tract altogether.  The  company  take  the 
tdtint.iges  o Acred — they  take  the  profits 
fl*  act  gives  tbem  up  this ;  and  then  says 
they  shall  do  so  and  so  with  them :  a* 
tbey  to  continue  to  enjoy  these  rights  ant 
advantages  without  performing  what  the 
set  requires?  Well,  sir,  this  invest 
purchased,  is  to  be  brought  home  and  sold 
tor  the  beuefit  of  the  company,  and  the 
profits  arising  irom   the  sale  are  to  be  dis- 

r-d  of,  1st,  in  paying  the  dividends;  2d, 
honouring  bills  of  exchange  to  the 
amount  of  500,000  /.  j  and,  3<ily,  to  paying 
*00,000/,  more  into  the  exchequer,  for 
fcenerit  of  the  state.  Now,  sir,  there 
carious  question  arising  here,  and  I 
inclined  myself  lo  lay  great  stress  on 
argument  of  the  lion,  mover  ;  viz.  that,  if 
this  investment  is  really  not  purchased 
with  money  arising  from  the  territor' 
wiues,  after  the  expences  of  the  civil  and 
■jliury  establishments  have  been  pro- 
vided for,  the  dividends  really  ought  not 
to  be  paid ;  for  the  act  only  allows  item  to 
ke  paid  out  of  the  profits  arising  from  the 
nJeof  investments  so  purchased,  llow- 
ewr,  be  this  as  it  may,  the  other  appro- 
priations of  the  said  proceeds  of  the  sale 
«■  investments  have  never  been  complied 
•ilb,  at  least  as  far  as  the  public  is  con- 
cerned. Except  in  one  instance  only,  no 
payment  has  been  made  to  the  exchequer; 
■Ml,  as  1  contend  this  act  must  be  const* 
4md  as  an  actual  agreement,  and  this 
payment  as  a  remuneration  to  the  public 
for  the  advantages  they  had  foregone,  I 
bum  think,  that  the  chatter  has  been  for- 
feited altogether.  It  is  true,  indeed,  Hint. 
nafutaequent  clause,  the  act  admits  the 
PWiitiillty  of  such  payment  not  being 
■*•«,   but  it  provides   a  regular  mauuei 


by  which  it 
the  parliame 


all  be  dispensed  with,  and 

made  acquainted  with  il. — ■ 

lode  ever  been  adopted  ?     lias 

ever  been  informed  ?      No,  sir ; 

e  again,  has  been  over  and  over 

again  broken  and  violated. — The  motions 

before  the  house,  are  calculated  to 

ascertain  and  to  inform  us  of  the  eitent  of 

the  act. — I  think  it  it 

highly  desirable  they  should  be  known,  and 

therefore  1  shall  certainly  support  tbem. 

Lord  Catfterectgh  said,  he  had  not  wished 
to  confine  the  enquiry  to  the  two  last 
years  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  stated 
that  he  was  ready  lo  prove,  that  the  finan- 
ces of  the  ludiaeompany  were  in  a  flourish- 
ing state  at  the/time  he  brought  forward 
the  last  budget. 

Mr.  /-Vartfi*.— Mr.  Speaker ;  since  I 
have  hart  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this 
house,  I  have  heard  many  extraordinary 
propositions  stated  and  argued  on,  a*  if 
tbey  ruuld  not  be  disputed;  but,  in  my 
whole  pai  hameutury  hie,  none  more  ex- 
traordinary than  some,  ■hicti  have  escaped 
the  noble  lord  this  night.  I  shall  state 
them  briefly  as  they  occur  to  me,  and  while 
they  are  fresh  iu  my  memory  ;  observing 
only,  that  we  are  not  talking  now  of  Un- 
political government  of  India,  or  of  *he 
wars  in  that  country,  or  of  any  question  or 
subject  in  which  the  policy  ol  Kn  gland  in  re- 
gard to  the  territorial  possession*  is  con- 
cerned. The  noble  lord  asserts  that  the 
superintendence  of  the  board  of  coutroul 
has  in  fact  been  confined,  as  the  law  di- 
rects, to  the  civil  and  military  govern- 
ment and  revenues  of  India.  As  to  the 
interests  and  concerns  of  the 
company,  nwl  their  exclusive  right  to  con- 
duct their  trade,  and  to  instruct  their 
presidencies  concerning  the  provision  of 
their  investment  and  on  every  subject  con- 
nected with  this  part  of  their  charter,  on 
all  these  points  the  noble  lord  affirms 
that  the  court  of  directors  has  been  left 
to  their  own  unbiased  discretion  ;  tin: 
board  of  confront  had  never  interfered 
with  them  ;  much  less  bad  it  ever  thrown 
any  impediment  or  embarrassment  hi  then- 
way.  Is  this  the  fact  ?  If  it  be,  I  call  on 
the  directors  to  coufirm  it;  if  not,  to  tell 
us  the  real  state  of  the  case.  Have  the 
BOtumissionera  never  interfered  with  their 
trade,  or  with  their  lawful  discretion  over 
their  own  proper  concerns  ?  1  think  I  re- 
member some  strong  instances  of  the  con- 
trary. What  part  did  the  commissioners 
lake    in  the   great  question  between    the 
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company  aud  the  private  traders  ?  Was  it 
8  political  or  a  commercial  question,  when 
their  secretary  (Mr.  Broderick)  informed 
the  directors  "  that  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary to  send  out  any  paragraphs,  the  ten- 
denc)r  of  which  might  be  to  occasion  un- 
easiness in  the  mind  of  the  governor-gene- 
ral ?  "*  I  am  sure  that  various  other  facts 
of  the  same  kind  might  be  produced, 
though  I  cannot  immediately  recollect 
them.  The  second  proposition  asserted 
was,  that  the  exportation  of  bullion  to 
India  (for  observe  we  are  not  speaking  of 
China),  was  no  disadvantage  to  the  com- 
pany or  to  this  country  ; — that  bullion  was 
just  as  much  an  article  of  export  as  any 
other  commodity  ;  and  that,  whether  they 
exported  that,  or  an  equal  value  in  manu- 
factures, was  just  the  same  thing  in  a  com- 
mercial sense.  In  a  nation  over-run  with 
paper  as  we  are,  this  is,  at  first  sight,  a 
strange  proposition.  The  export  accounts 
for  the  scarcity  of  specie,  and  that  scarcity 
accounts  for  the  abundance  of  the  paper. 
But,  is  the  proposition  true  in  a  commer- 
cial sense  *  Has  the  noble  lord  never 
heard  of  the  balance  of  trade  between  one 
country  and  another  ?  Certaiuly  I  do  not 
pretend  to  much  knowledge  -on  these  sub- 
jects :  but,  I  have  read  a  good  deal,  and 
1  appeal  to  all  the  written  authorities  and 
more  especially  to  the  merchants  of  Eng- 
land on  this  question— Whether  a  nation, 
that  constantly  pays  its  commercial  balance 
in  specie,  is  not  universally  understood 


*  On  the  26th  of  March   1802,  the  chairman 
acquainted  the  court,  that  Mr.  Broderick  had  sent 
to  bun,  by  order  of  the  hoard  of  controul,  certain 
drafts  (viz.  of  orders  to  he  transmitted  to  India) — 
that  he  had  laid  those  papers  before  the  special 
committee,  who  had  made  a  report  thereupon,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  extract : — u  Thecoinmit- 
**  tee  feel  themselves  constrained  to  report  to  the 
•'  court  a  8  their  opinion,  &e.  that  the  letter  received 
•*  this  morning  from  the  board,  together  with  the 
•*  two  commercial  paragraphs  to  be  transmitted  to 
•*  India,  when  taken  altogether,  demonstrate adeci- 
*•  ded  and  unequivocal  intention  of  invading  and 
«•  destroying  the  commercial  rights  and  privileges 
•'  of  the   East-India  company.     Still,  however, 
•*  flattering  themselves  that  those  rights,  solemnly 
*«  and  deliberately  granted  to  them  by  the  legisla- 
'«  ture,  will  not  be  forcibly  superseded  or  destroyed. 
•'  Resolved  unanimously,  that  this  court  approve 
**  the  said  report."     Another  letter  of  Mr.  Bro- 
derick,  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gent,  contains  the 
following  passage,  on  a  subject  purely  commercial : 
•'  Under  the   present  circumstances,  they    (the 
"  board  of  comroul)  conceive  that  it  would  be  un- 
'*  necessary  to  send  out  any  paragraphs,  the  ten- 
•'  dency  of  which  might  be  to  occasion  uneasiness 
*•  in  the  mind  of  the  governor-general.     Dated 
-  21st  July,  1S01." 


to  be  the  loser  by  that  commerce  ?    In  for- 
mer times,  we  never  exported  an  ounce  of 
silver  to  India.     The* investment  for  a  long 
period  was  annually  supplied  out  of  re- 
sources of  one  kind  or  other  on  the  spot ; 
for  several  years,  out  of  the  surplus  of  the 
territorial  revenues.      While  those  latter/ 
resources  lasted,  the  company  obtained 
their  investments  for  nothing.     It  was  the 
only  possible  course,  by  which  a  tribute 
could  be  remitted  from  Bengal  to  England! 
Those  supplies  have  been  gradually  ex-* 
hausted.     But  they  have  left  behind  them 
the  habits  and  the  consequences  of  an  tin*1 
natural    precarious   abundance :    I   meant 
expensive  establishments,  and  extravagant 
habits. — The  result,  as  1  am  informed  by 
persons  who  understand  this  subject  much 
better  than  I  do,  and  as  I  firmly  believe 
to    be  true,    is    that   the    company    are 
considerable  losers  on  the  prime  cost  of 
their    Indian    investment,    including    att 
charges.     What  the  consequence  has  beeii| 
or   is  likely   to  be  to  the  state   of  the 
company's    affairs   at  home,   I   need  not 
argue  at  present.     It  will  speak  for  itsell 
when  the  directors  apply,  as  I  believe  thej 
will  do,  for  relief  and  assistance  from  the 
public. — It  will  then  be  a  national  que*? 
tion  in  this  house,  to  what  degree  the  pro- 
perty of  the  public  shall  be  applied  to  sup- 
port the  instant  demands  and  necessitiei 
of  the  India  company.     On  that  day,  thej 
shall  mid  me,   what  I  have  been  througfc 
life,    their  real  friend ;     not  hired ;  not 
paid  ;  not  thanked  by  them  ;  but,  serving 
them  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability  in  spifc 
of  their  blindness  to  their  own  true  inte- 
rests,  and    in    spite  of  their   ingratitude 
towards  me.     But,  to  do  this,  one  condi- 
tion '  is  indispensible,  viz.  that  a  full  am 
clear  account  of  the  state  of  their  affairi 
commercial  and  financial,  shall  previously 
be  laid  before  this  house.     I  will  maintah 
their  dividend  if  it  be  possible,  because .' 
well  know  the  distresses  and  sorrows  to  tb 
innocent  proprietor,  that  would  attend  I 
reduction  of  it.     I  do  not  now  mean  to 
blame   the  directors,   and    much   less  thj 
body  of  proprietors,  who,  in  fact,  are  tto 
company,  for  many  things,  which  have  beei 
done  of  late  years.     The  company  ha  v. 
been  the  victims,  not  the  authors  of  tb 
system,  which   has  been  followed.      Tb 
principal  point,   on  which  I  question  fchi 
conduct  of  the  court  of  directors  is,  tbaj 
from  the  renewal  of  the  charter  in  179 
to  this  hour,  and  while  t^ey  have  seen  thei 
property  running  from  year  to  year  to  ruin 
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tbry  have  never  brought  forward  a  state 
cf  their  affairs  as  they  ought  to  have  done, 
by  peuuoii  to  ibis  house,  or  by  auy  public 
parltamcutury  remonstrance  against  an 
uvet-rultng  power,  if  they  were  over-ruled. 
Have  they  ever  in  any  instance  appealed 
to  the  king  in  council  against  the  board  of 
CDOtrou!  r  To  this  objection  it  is  no  au- 
wft  to  say,  though  in  fact  it  might  be  true, 
that  tbey  are  not  free  agents.  When  the 
fat  alK-nipl  to  deprive  them  of  their  free- 
■oracy  was  made,  then  was  their  time  to 
nsat.  or  to  remonstrate  : — not  by  secret 
cuukYi'nera  with  the  members  of  the  board 
of  (OdLroul,  but  by  appeal  to  the  wisdom 
rvf  justice  of  parliament,  or  by  some 
other  public  and  honourable  proceeding. 
A  preconcerted  harmony  between  the  two 
^ivrvT~,  one  of  which  is  to  originate  all  the 
KU  of  Indian  government,  and  the  other, 
bcontxoul  and  correct  them,  if  necessary, 
as  not  and  could  not  be  the  parliamen- 
ts object  of  the  institution  of  the  super- 
adding power.  Otherwise,  the  board  of 
tnatioul  ought  to  govern  in  the  first  in- 
stance by  its  own  acts.  I  do  not  mean  to 
Airutl  the  system  :  but,  I  say,  the  system, 
tad  kj  it  is,  is  infinitely  better  than  the 
practice.  This  pretended  harmony,  I  be- 
■ere,  will  be  found,  upon  examination,  to 
athiog  more  or  nothing  better  than  a 
understanding  between  the  president 
ae  side,  and  a  secret  committee  of 
the  other.  The  court  of  di- 
rectors, as  such,  know  little  or  nothing  of 
vfadt  is  going  forward  between  those  [wo 
pirues:  certainly  not,  in  any  tiling  that 
Mieena  the  political  government  of 
— Once  more  the  noble  lord  reso 
tight,  as  he  has  often  done  before, 
<M  friend  and  never-failing  ussocif 
Mirhatta  war.  This  war,  in  his  lordship's 
contemplation,  is,  like  death,  I  suppose,  a 
OiK  for  all  things.  If  nothing  else  will 
de,  it  furnishes  an  inexhaustible  source  ol 
relief  to  his  own  noble  mind,  when  any 
Isdian  difficulty  is  to  be  discarded.  He 
fcrgels  that,  in  his  speech  o£  the  19th  of 
July  1801,  he  has  aliTfldy  most  sulemnly 
•Huied  this  house,  and  the  public 
print,  that  the  ten  years  ending  in  March 
ltC3  was  B  period  of  nearly  uninterrupted 
r,  and  that  the  Marhatti 
■btch  are  not,  and  cannot  be,  111  oues- 
a  in  this  debate,  did  uot  commence 
•2  August  1803,  consequently  has  no 
'"  "*  )  with,  nor  can,  on  any  rational 
I  o(  argument,  be  pleaded,  to  ac- 
tor, that  state  of  India  and  of  the 


company's  affairs,  which  is  up  to  this  day 
officially  known  to  the  house  of  commons. 
Admitting  the  Mar  halts  war  to  be  a  merit 
a  remedy,  and  not  at  all  a  disorder,  It 
not  in  the  power  of  human  wit  to  con- 
ct  it  with  the  case  in  hand.  The  accounts 
actually  before  parliament,  reach  no  farther 
April  1803,  and  at  that  period  the 
company  owed  twenty  millions  in  India, 
say  nothing  of  their  immediate  debts 
d  difficulties  at  home,  which  even  then 
;re  intolerable.  As  to  the  general  alle- 
tion  of  uninterrupted  war,  to  account 
r  the  debts  incurred,  and  the  total  failure 
of  all  the  pecuniary  engagements,  con- 
tracted with  and  for  the  public,  and  in  be- 
half of  the  company  too,  I  say  that  the  plea 
would  not  be  a  good  one,  if  it  were  true. 
But  I  deny  the  fact.  The  war,  which  pre- 
ceded 1803,  will  not  account  for  the  con- 
sequences imputed  to  it.  The  noble  lord 
"mowi  that  I  have  maintained  this  opinion 
□  another  form  ;  and  as  1  think  with  argu- 
uents,  which  I  may  defy  him  or  any  man 
:o  answer.  [This  refers  to  Mr.  Francis's 
'Observations  on  lordCastlereagh  s  speech", 
printed  in  1803.]  The  next  assertion  of  the 
noble  lord  is  eminent  indeed,  even  among 
the  prodigies  of  his  own  speech.  He  so- 
lemnly assures  the  house  that,  in  April 
"803,  (in  reference  to  the  finances  and 
pecuniary  rcsouices  of  the  company)  the 
state  ol  their  affairs  was  prosperous,  afflu- 
ent, mid  abundant.  These  were  his  words. 
Now,  there  are  only  two  ways  in  which 
such  ..u  assertion,  on  such  a  subject,  can 
be  true,  positively,  or  comparatively. 
The  noble  lord  may  take  his  choice.  On 
the  30th  of  April  1803,  the  India  debt  is 
slated  to  you,  by  the  directors  and  by  him- 
self, to  have  amounted  to  |O:K00,000/.  and 
Lill  the  Indian  estimate*  for  the  ensuing 
year  take  credit  for  expected  receipts  to 
(to  enormous  amount,  external  to  the  pru- 
per  resources  of  each  presidency  within  it- 
self, that  i:.,  to  be  derived  train  new  loans, 
from  draughts  on  the  company,  and  from 
bullion  expected  to  be  rt-ceived  from  Eng. 
land.  On  the  1st  of  March  1603,  their 
bond  debt  in  England  amounted  to  about 
1,750,000/.  Their  debt  to  the  bank  was 
then  700,000/.  and  even  that  loan  could 
not  have  been  obtained  without  a  mort- 
gage of  their  annuities,  which  they  were 
empowered  to  sell.  In  order  to  exhibit  a 
favourable  balance  on  the  face  of  their 
stock  account,  the  directors  were  reduced 
to  the  necessity  of  leaving  the  capital  of 
the  company,  for  which  the  corporate  body 
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had  received  7,780,000/.  from  the  sub- 
scribers, totally  out  of  the  state  of  their 
debts*  For  this  omission,  it  is  true,  they 
pleaded  an  order  of  the  house  of  commons, 
when  official  orders  were  moved  for  with- 
out notice,  and  granted  as  a  matter  of 
course*  Such  is  the  evidence  of  the  noble 
lord's  assertion  taken  positively;  and 
without  saying  any  thing  of  the  reasonable 
and  obvious  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from 
it,  viz.  that  the  India  company  must  have 
been  then  in  a  condition  to  begin  to  liqui- 
date their  engagements,  or,  at  least  so  much 
at  their  ease,  that  they  would  want  no  as- 
sistance from  the  public.  Now  is  that  the 
ease  ?  Just  the  reverse.  Their  Indian  debt, 
instead  of  being  reduced  in  the  last  three 
years  as  it  ought,  if  the  means  were  so  very 
abundant  in  March  1803,  I  am  sure  will 
fee  found  to  amount  30,000,000  more  or 
less,  1  mean  on  this  day.  As  to  the  appli- 
cation of  this  boasted  abundance  of  means 
and  assets  to  the  relief  of  the  company's 
difficulties  in  England,  I  will  not  anticipate 
what  the  court  of  directors  will  soon  be 
compelled  to  tell  you  on  that  subject. 
But  perhaps  his  lordship  means  that  the 
prosperity  and  abundance,  he  alludes  to, 
are  to  be  understood  comparatively.  Com- 
paratively I  with  what  ?  why  with  the  state  of 
the  company's  affairs  in  the  three  succeed- 
ing years,  of  which  no  account  has  yet  been 
laid  before  parliament,  and  of  which  this 
house  literally  knows  nothing,  except  the 
happy  information  which  they  have  just  now 
received  from  himself.  In  April  1803, 
the  company  were  nearly  overwhelmed 
with  debts  and  difficulties  of  every  kind ; 
but  that,  he  assures  you,  was  a  state  of  af- 
fluence, prosperity,  and  abundance,  com- 
pared to  the  present  state  of  facts,  as  you 
are  to  find  it4n  the  accounts  of  the  next 
three  years,  whenever  they  are  produced  ! 
Then  indeed,  but  not  till  then,  the  noble 
lord  may  call  in  the  Marhatta  war  to  bis 
assistance.  We  shall  see  how  far  it  will 
avail  him.  In  the  mean  time,  he  supplies 
us  with  topics  of  consolation ;  with  which 
if  we  are  not  thoroughly  comforted,  it 
must  be  very  much  our  own  fault.  Your 
situation  was  bad  enough  three  years  ago ; 
but  that  was  a  state  of  delight  and  enjoy- 
•ment  compared  to  what,  he  solemnly  as- 
sures you,  you  will  find  to  be  at  present! 
That  is,  you  were  troubled  with  a  plethora 
in  1803.  By  copious  bleeding  and  a  free 
use  of  drastic  medicines,  those  symptoms 
are  removed.  Your  complaint  has  taken 
a  different  turn.     All  you  want'  now  is  a 


powerful  restorative,  at  the  expence  of  those* 
whom  it  concerns,  to  save  your  life.-r-I, 
have  said,  sir,  and  I  affirm  it  again,  because; 
lit  is  true,  that  I  have  been,  through  all  my, 
political  life,  the  sincere  friend,  as  I  was, J 
for  some  years,  the  faithful  servant  of  ton 
India  company ;  that  is,  the  proprietary  or. 
body  corporate,  though  not  always  in  their 
sense  of  their  real  interest;  which,  in  my 
opinion,  they  have  sometimes  mis  under*; 
stood.     Of  this  disposition  and  coaduct- 
I  shall  give  one  instance,  which,  as  far  a* 
concerns  my  sincerity,  ought  not  tobedis* 
puted,  because  I  could  not  but  know  that- 
the  opinion  I  allude  to  was  not  at  all  likeljs^ 
to  be  favourably  received,  and  because  t[ 
might  easily  have  withheld  it*     I  endea^ 
voured    to   serve  them  then,   as   I  have 
done  in  other  cases,  and  in  another  situs*; 
tion,  against  their  will.    So  long  ago  me; 
the  year  1777,  I  represented  to  his  mW 
jesty's  ministers,  and  through  them  to  th# 
India  company,  in  a  letter  which  has  heeqkj 
published,  the  evil  consequences,  whichj 
as  I  thought,  must  follow,  not  only  to  In&t 
but  to  the  company  itself,  from  their  con* 
tinuing  to  hold  the  sovereignty  of  Bengal 
ostensibly  in  their  hands.    It  happened^ 
sir,  that,  in  the  whole  of  that  represented 
tion,  I  had  not  only  the  entire  concojtf 
rence  but  the  able  assistance  of  the  prei 
sent  chairman  of  the <  court  of  directors^ 
In  those  days  we  lived  together  on  terms  o| 
real  friendship  and  unreserved  confidence! 
which,  at  that ''time,  he  thought  no  dispel 
ragement  to  him.     When  the  charter  wM{ 
renewed  in  1793,  as  well  as  on  various. 
other  occasions,  I  renewed  my  argument! 
and  objections  on  this  point.     All  the  do* 
cuments,  that  relate  to  it,  are  in  print.  Tbi 
arguments  were  never  answered ;  nor,  uj 
my  judgment,  is  it  possible  to  answer  them 
In  1793,  and  for  many  years  before,  tbejj 
sovereignty,  or  their  political  power  ovdi 
the  Indian  empire,  was  little  more  thsjj 
nominal;  nor  could  it  be  otherwise.  Well 
what  has  been  the  result  ?    Exactly  whsj 
they  ought  to  have  foreseen.  ''  When  tfcd 
determined  to  be  sovereigns    instead   e; 
merchants,    or  to  unite  in  the  compenj 
those  two  incompatible  characters,  whs 
.could  they  expect  but,  whether  they  like] 
it    or    not,    to    be    made    warriors    eoj 
conquerors?   that  is,  that  their  preteuj 
ed   servants   in   India,    over  whom  the 
had  no  controul  nor  real  authority,  wool 
pursue  the  old  game  of  war  and  conquesj 
in  their  name,  at  their  expence,  and  fiosj 
iy  to  their  destruction.     Look,  at  this  If 


MS]         PAUL.  DEBATES,  Feb.  25,  1 80  6\— relative  to  iht  Jffairs  of  India.        [210 


silt  in  another  point  of  view ;  and,  if  it  be 
not  loo  late,  learn  wisdom  at  lust  from  the- 
netul  lesson,  which  the  stale  of  jour  com- 
mercial connexions  with  the  pas  tern  world 
Ought  to  have  taught  you  long  ago.  In 
tt«l  part  of  Asia,  in  which  the  India  eom. 
psny  has  been  a  sovereign,  a  warrior,  and 
i  conqueror,  they  cannot  trade  without 
fo».  The  sale  of  their  Indian  investment, 
to  say  the  best  of  it,  after  paying  prime 
cost,  interest,  freight,  insurance,  duties, 
md  charges  of  merchandise,  leaves  no  u  ro- 
ta. Now  look  at  China,  where  they  have 
m  territorial  revenues ;  where  they  liave 
o  war;  and  where,  I  hope, even  for 
wn  sake,  they  will  never  make  a 
conquest.  With  that  country  only,  they 
beneficial  trade.  From  that 
tnde  only,  they  derive  the  only  profits  that 
ruble  them   still  to  exist  in  Leadenhall 

Lord  Castlereagh,  in  explanation,  stated 
tat  his  sentiments  as  to  the  prosperous 
4ne  of  the  company's  affairs  in  the  y 
1103,  were   founded  on  the   fact  of  there 
fcnga  clear  surplus  of  1,150,000/.  aftei 
tie  payment  of  all  charges  in  India.    Tin 
K*jon  why  the  public   did  not  receive  [hi 
100,000/.  on  this  occasion  was,  that  this 
»tn  was  payable,   not  from   the    Indi 
fends  of  the  company,  nor  from  the  home 
Wis,  but  from  a  combination  of  both.  A 
Bcreased  duty  laid  on   teas   had  produced 
tdiminution    in  the  sale  of  that  article  ' 
tlttl  year,   which,  instead  of  so  groat  a  si 
jfai,  left  a   defalcation  of  halt  a  n.illit. 

lad  thus  the  claim  of  the  public  was  t 

Mr.   Ckartes   Grants— This    discussk 
*,  bas  unexpectedly  branched  out  into 
"jrety  of  topics  of  great  importance,    I 
•ticb  I    must   regret   that  I  am  not  better 
!>*pared.       Some   observations    In 
fttlicularly    on    what  has  fallen   fri 
*».  gent.  (Mr.  Francis)  1  shall  heg  leave 
Coffer  to  the  house. — The  hon.  gent,  has 
«*»j  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the   company 
•cdd  have  done  well  to  have  relinquished 
fe  Bvereignty  of  their  territorial  pusses- 
•»,  and  to  have  confined  themselves  to 
•Wunercial   pursuits;   for  that  they  have, 
■  fiet,  been  ruined   by  those  acquisitions  ■ 
1  differ  very  widely  from  the  hon.  gent. 
*  these  points,  and  think  the  doctrine  he 
ta  advanced,   respecting  the  political  go- 

*niCBent  of  India,  a  very  dangerous  one. 

lataider  the    East-India  company  as  the 
rgssn  by  which  this  country  can  be- 

•scially  manage  and  govern  its  empire  in 
■  --..VI. 


the  east.  It  is  the  fittest  for  securing  the 
possession  of  that  distant  dependency  to 
"*  itain,  and  for  securing  it  without 
any  danger  to  our  own  constitution.  If 
the  government  of  India  were  to  be  vested 
nimediately  in  the  crown,  I  scruple  not  to 
express  my  apprehension,  that  the  conse- 
quences of  such  an  arrangement  would  be 
finally  the  loss  of  that  country  ;  and  j f  the 
patronage  of  India  were  in  the  disposal  of 
n,  our  own  constitution  might  be 
whereas  that  patronage,  in  the 
hands  of  a  numerous  body  belonging  to  the 
iddle  classes  of  society,  can  be  attended 
th  no  political  danger.  And  here,  sir, 
I  cannot  refrain  from  taking  the  liberty  to 
exhort  those  distinguished  persons  who  are 
high  in  bis  majesty's  counsels,  to  be  ex- 
tremely cautious  of  encouraging  any  idea 
of  altering  the  constitution  which  the  law 
has  established  for  British  India.  After  a 
long  acquaintance  with  that  country,  I  feel 
myself  warranted  to  say,  thai  no  other  con- 
stitution would  be  so  beneficial  or  so  safe 
for  it.  The  Indian  empire  was  originally 
acquired,  preserved,  and  maintained  by 
the  company,  at  their  own  hazard  and  with 
little  assistance  from  the  state  ;  and  they 
have  since  managed  it  more  for  the  benefit 
of  both  countries  than  for  their  own;  for 
they  derive  nothing  bul  their  dividend  from 
all  their  vast  concerns.  The  advantages 
received  from  India  do  not  result  troni  in- 
vestment only.  The  tide  of  private  fortunes, 
which  is  continually  flowing  to  us  from  it, 
greatly  enhances  our  national  wealth;  the 
customs  and  duties  paid  on  the  commerce 
wilh  it  augment  the  public,  revenue;  and 
how  much  does  the  possession  of  an  em- 
pire there  raise  the  political  consequence- 
of  this  nation)  It  is  true  these  advantages 
result  rattier  to  the  public  at  large  than  to 
the  East-India  company  :  but  the  company 
are  not  therefore  to  relinquish  their  rights 
of  sovereignty.  They  have  also  still  a 
large  eventual  interest  in  its  prosperity  by 
the  settlement  of  the  guarantee  fund,  al- 
though the  fatal  event  which  deranged  the 
state  of  Europe  (the  French  revolution), 
has  hitherto  frustrated  much  of  the  benefit 
reasonably  expected  by  us  from  India.  To 
a  period  of  war  during  twelve  years,  the 
consequence  of  the  French  revolution,  and 
to  that  chiefly  is  to  be  ascribed  the  failure 
in  the  annual  payment  of  the  500,000/. 
stipulated  to  government.  The  increased 
expeoCSS  consequent  on  European  war, 
and   of  expeditions    undertaken    in    India 


;  the 
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sorbed  the  funds  from  which  that  payment 
was  to  come-     There  neVer  was,  after  the 
first  year,  such  a  surplus  as  was  in  contem- 
plation of  the  law ;  nor,  therefore,  has  any 
payment  been  since  made,  nor  any  debt 
incurred  on  account  of  it;  but  the  noble 
lord  (Castlereagh)  has  explained  the  whole 
of  this  subject  so  clearly,  that  I  need  say 
nothing  more  upon   it— The  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Frauds)  has  said,  that  the  company 
cannot  even    purchase    their    investment 
without  loss  :    that  having  been  habitua- 
ted to  obtain   it,  in  fact  for  nothing,  they 
fell  into  habits  of  extravagance  in  the  pro- 
vision of  it,  and  lost  sight  of  true  com- 
mercial principles.  I  can  assure  the  house, 
that  since  the  first  arrival  of  lord  Corn- 
wallis  in  India,  now  near  twenty  years  ago, 
the  company's  investment  has  been  pur- 
chased as  carefully  and  economically  as  the 
goods  of  private  merchants  can  be.  I  have 
something  more  than  mere  knowledge  for 
this  assertion.     The  hon.  gent,  who  has 
brought  forward  this  motion  has  affirmed, 
that  the  company  derive  no  profit  from 
their  Indian  commerce,  indeed  that  they 
have  no  such  commerce;  but  that  even 
their  dividends  are  paid  from  money  bor- 
rowed at  a  high  interest  in  India.     Sir, 
this  is  a  monstrous  proposition.      I   am 
ready  to  prove  that  the  company  do  derive 
a  profit  from  their  Indian  commerce  even 
now,  when  their  investments  from  abroad 
are  much  reduced,  and  the  times  are  un* 
favourable,  and  that  the  dividends  of  the 
company  arise  from  commercial   profits. 
The  same  hon.  gent,  has  said  that  the  com- 
pany have  remitted  to  India  to  the  amount 
of  8  millions  sterling  in  money  and  goods,- 
and  that  bills  to  a  like  amount  have  been 
drawn  on  them  from  India.     These  asser- 
tions must  suppose  that  the  company  re- 
ceive large  supplies  from   India,   and   in 
goods  too ;  because  goods  furnish  the  only 
mode  in  which  such  supplies  can  come ; 
else  how  could   the  company  make  such 
payments  here?    for   their  capital  is  not 
nearly  equal  to  them,  and  is  so  diffused  in 
their  concerns  as  not  to  be  annually  rever- 
tible  to  such  purposes. — As  to  the  export 
of  bullion  to  India  for  the   purposes  of 
commerce;  nothing  is  inw  better  under- 
stood than  that  bullion  may  be1  employed 
like  any  other  article  of  merchandize,  and 
may  sometimes  be  the  most  advantageous 
export   for   the  purchase  of  commodities 
abroad.     So  it  has  often  been  found  in  the 
commerce  between  Europe  and  Asia,  as 
\\  ell  by  the  ancients  as  in  our  own  times ;  and 


the  reason  is  plain :  the  mutual  wants  4 
Europeans  and  Asiatics  for  the  commqd 
ties  of  each  other  are  , not  equal.  Tj 
Europeans  demand  more  of  the  prod|| 
tions  of  Asia,  than  the  Asiatics  will  takej 
the  commodities  of  Europe;  of  course  jj 
difference  must  be  paid  by  the  commjj 
medium  of  bullion.  But  this,  if  it  weijlj 
loss  to  Europe  in  general,  is  no  losi 
this  country,  because  we  receive  the 
lion  from  abroad  in  exchange  for  our 
manufactures;  and  whether  we  send^ 
India  our  manufactures,  or  the  bul 
paid  to  us  by  other  countries  to  -  thepjjj 
much  the  same.  It  is  true,  that  for 
time  after  our  first  acquisition  of  lib 
territory,  the  large  surplus  of  revenue 
dered  it  unnecessary  for  the  cornpai 
coutiuue  the  exportation  of  spede. 
again,  from  the  diminution  of  our  sui 
revenue  and  the  increase  of  trade,  a 
altered,  aud  bullion  is  now  exported 
private  merchants  as  well  as  the  com] 
upon  the  truest  principles  of  trade, 
company  have  sent  bullion  to  Indii 
other  purposes,  and  these  perhaps  the 
gent,  confounds  with  commercial  rei 
tances.  A  judicious  plan  was  form* 
few  years  ago,  principally  by  the 
lord  (Castlereagh)  near  me,  for  the 
dation  of  the  Indian  debt.  The  pru 
of  the  plan  was,  by  an  augmentation 
net  surplus  abroad  and  commercial  pi 
at  home,  to  raise  a  fund  of  2  million^ 
nually,  for  the  reduction  of  the  debt, 
increased  exports  of  goods  and  bi 
from  hence,  which  this  plan  required, 
accordingly  made;  but  all  the  bullioi 
soon  as  it  reached  India,  was  applh 
the  purposes  of  war,  which  has  contu 
to  defeat  the  effects  intended  from  tbii 
iutary  plan.  From  the  same  uul 
cause  the  India  investments,  which 
intended  to  be  larger,  have  fallen  she 
their  usual  standard,  and  in  the  pi 
year  are  greatly  reduced.  With  r< 
to  the  freedom  of  the  company  in  the, 
nagement  of  their  affairs,  this  is  a*d< 
subject.  The  law  has  appointed  a 
of  commissioners  to  superintend  the./ 
duct  of  the  directors  in  all  matteri 
commercial.  The  board  exercises  thj 
peril) tendance,  and  from  the  mam 
exercising  it,  differences  of  opinion 
not  unfrequently  arisen.  But,  in 
purely  commercial,  the  court  areh 
perfect  liberty,  except  as  to  the  amoi 
funds  to  be  applied  in  India  to  the  pi 
of  investment.     In  the  species  of  go< 
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ded  in,  in  their  cost  and  quality,  in 
lips  to  be  employed,  the  times  ol 
iispalcb,  -nil  the  sale  of  goods,  the 
my  are  left  at  perfect  liberty:  but 
nmercial  questions  arise,  which,  in 
pillion  of  the  commissioners,  in- 
points  of  a  political  nature,  they 
nterfere.  Such  they  held  to  be 
lestion  of  tbe  private  trade,  asitated 
years  ago,  in  which  the  directors 
ill  themselves  hardly  trealt'd. —  In 
of  a  political  and  i'm:iiji-i.il  na- 
the  court  have  often  diifered  with 
but,  having  done  their  duty 
g  their  sentiments,  they  have  corn- 
yielded  to  the  authority  which  the 
&  placed  over  them.  I  have  no  ub- 
'nvestigation  into  the  conduct 
rectors  ;  and  I  am  a  friend  to  Wi- 
lli ry  respecting  the  application  of 
ipany's  property;  but  no  advan- 
can  result  from  such  exaggerated 
leiits  as  the  hon.  gent,  who  has  made 
Otioii  brings  forward.  In  asserting 
^application  of  '20  millions  of  the 
money,  he  is  totally  unfounded. 
B  Dot  be  able  to  show  the  misappli- 
i  of  one  million,  nor  of  a  single  pound. 
bftt  of  the  company  is  undoubtedly  a 
IT  of  very  serious  concern  ;  but  it 
Contrary  to  the  hon.  mover's  asser- 
been  enhanced  chiefly  by  the  wars 
i  have  exited  in  Europe  and  India, 
he  military  expeditions  fitted  out  in 
V  by  order  of  his  majesty's 
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,   for  the 


heard   ! 


icthim 


,   of  a 


■«%- 'reduced,  the  exigencies  of  In- 
MUeonlintie  to  require  supplies  from 
fctwuiiry:  if,  above  nil,  the  debt  goes 
•■Bwsiug,  it  may  be  attended  with  the 
***nous  consequences  to  the  company 
**H>  the  country  at  large.  The  oorov 
frtn,  however,  not  to  blame  in  this, 
*ta»dmiiiistiiiiiuLi  at  home.  The  late 
l?**1*  Waunenced  so  suddenly,  that 
*t  w»  nol  time  for  any  instructions 
Nhume.  1  deeply  lament  the  stale  ol 
**6tn  abroad,  and  the  systemofpn- 
gttabiibrou^ht  the  company's  all'aift 
*«h  a  state;  but 


■    :up.-, 


intention  to 
move  for  a  select  committee,  to  enquire 
into  the  rise  of  the  company's  debt.  I 
conceive  no  committee  can  be  necessary 
for  any  such  purnose.  The  company's 
accounts  will  clearly  furnish  the  informa- 
tion wanted,  without  the  labours  of  acom- 
mittee.  The  gradual  prograss  of  the  debt, 
and  the  means  by  which  it  has  been  incur- 
red, can  be  distinctly  shewn  to  this  bouse; 
and  indeed  the  accounts  annually  laid  be- 
fore parliament  are  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose. I  must,  moreover,  deprecate  the 
manner  in  which  the  hon.  mover  announces 
his  opinions  and  enquiries  to  the  house 
and  to  the  public ;  a  manner  calculated  to 
do  mischief  both  abroad  and  at  home  ;  to 
excite  suspicions  and  apprehensions  in  the 
public  mind,  which  may  even  affect  the 
credit  of  his  majesty's  government,  and 
unsettle  tbe  minds  of  people  in  India, 
who  may  be  doubtful  with  what  designs, 
and  to  what  extent,  such  enquiries  may  be 
prosecuted;  because,  instead  of  confining 
tbe  enquiry  to  the  subject  directly  avowed 
(to  investigate  which,  if  sufficient  reasons 
are  assigned,  there  can  be  no  objection), 
the  researches  may  be  consequently  car- 
ried into  many  other  subjects,  concerning 
which  nothing  has  been  before  said,  and 
pursued  with  views  not  beneficial  to  the 
public.  For  these  reasons,  I  think,  all 
such  enquiries  into  India  affairs,  unless  evi- 
dently necessary,  and  especially  undefined 
enquiries  by  committees,  ought  to  be 
avokttd. 

Mr.  Frwis.—SW,  ]  did  never  say,  that 
tbe    iiiwl'',    now    established    by    law,   tor 

bccbaogi  (I ;  no,  nor  one  word  to  that  effect. 
1  wjd  toothing  prospectively.  The  General 
opmiun  I  alluded  lo,  was  given  near  30 
y.  .  /.\  and  to  that  ©pinion  the  worthy 
chairman  was  then,  tm/id  Jitlc,  as  much  a 
party  aa  myself. 

Mr.  Secretary  Rig  observed,  that  the 
few  words  of  explanation  which  had  just 
tallcn  from  his  lion,  friend,  rendered  it 
Less  necessary  for  him  to  enter  particularly 
upon  this  subject,  lie  had  understood 
him  precisely  as  his  explanation  imported. 
He  agreed  that  we  were  not  now  to  revert 
lo  original  theories  ;  but  when  we  were 
extuwning  into  the  causes  of  important 
events  which  were  e.ilreincly  complicated 
in  their  nature,  it  was  somewhat  dillicult 
lo  do  so  without,  in  some  measure,  ad- 
mtingtn  such  original  theories.  He,  how- 
ever, flit)  n   t  menu  In  pay  Hint  any  ah"r:i- 
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tion  ought  at  present  to  take  place  in  the 
general  system  of  Indian  government  as 
now,  by  law,  established.  He  had  occasion 
to  state,  at  a  former  time,  that  there  was  a 
wide  difference  between  disapproving  of 
measures  at  their  commencement,  and  af- 
terwards rescinding  them  when  they  had 
been  some  lime  in  practice.  This  he  had 
said  with  regard  to  the  union  with  Ireland. 
He  had  strongly  disapproved  of  that  mea- 
sure wheu  it  was  proposed,  because  he  was 
then  convinced  it  was  a  bad  one,  and  was 
still  convinced  that  it  would  have  been 
much  better  for  the  country  if  it  had  never 
taken  place*  He  had  also  disapproved  of 
the  plan  for  the  government  of  India,  but 
what  he  had  said  with  regard  to  the  union 
with  Ireland,  he  now  said  respecting  this 
plan  of  Indian  government.  It  was,  in 
his  opinion,  a  bad  one  from  the  beginning, 
but  as  it  had  been  adopted  and  acted  upon, 
it  was  not  now  to  be  lightly  rescinded.  In 
ninety-nine  cases  of  this  nature  out  of  a 
hundred,  it  was  better  to  put  up  with  many 
inconveniences  arising  from  the  first  adop- 
tion of  a  measure,  than  hazard  worse  evils 
by  premature  and  ill-considered  alterations 
and  innovations.  This  was  his  opinion.— 
Now,  the  hon.  gent,  bad  said  something 
about  a  committee  to  investigate  the  rise 
and  progress  of  the  debt.  -  This  was  the 
first  time  he  had  heard  of  any  such  com- 
mittee. But  when  he  said  this,  he  begged 
leave  to  be  considered  as  not  pledging  him- 
self in  any  way  upon  the  subject.  If,  bow- 
ever,  upon  examining  into  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  the  company,  there  should  be 
any  thing  which,  though  clear  to  the  hon. 
gent,,  might  not  be  so  clear  to  the  house  in 
general,  he  did  not  say  but  that  in  sech  a 
case  he  might  think  a  committee  extremely 
advisable.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  ac- 
counts should  place  the  matter  in  a  plain 
and  clear  light,  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee would  be  an  useless  trouble.-— Now, 
with  respect  to  the  details  of  this  debate, 
he,  speaking  on  the  part  of  the  public, 
would  certainly  say,  that  it  was  a  most 
monstrous  proposition  to  assert  that  in  the 
y  or  1803,  the  State  of  the  company  was 
highly  affluent  and  prosperous.  To  be 
sure  the  act*  of  1793  only  applied  to  the 
surplus  of  the  produce.  But  then  it  sup- 
posed that  such  a  surplus  was  likely  to, 
exist,  otherwise  it  woi.ld  have  been  per- 
fectly nugatory  from  the  beginning.  We 
were  surely  to  conclude,  that  there  might 
be  a  surplus  in  such  case..  This  certainly 
was  not  too  much.     But  when  we  find  that 


from  1793  to  1803,  a  period  of  ten 
no  surplus  had  in  fact  existed,  an* 
nothing  had  been  done  on  the  proi 
of  the  act  of  parliament,  such  a  long 
rience  might  be  sufficient  to  con v it 
that  the  affairs  of  the  company  hi 
been  in  the  very  flourishing  state  in 
they  had  been  asserted  to  be.      B 
must  say,  after  the  passing  of  this  ai 
the  long  time  that  had  elapsed,  < 
which  nothing  had  been  done  upon  i 
the  fair  conclusion  was,  either  th 
surplus  had  been  misapplied,  or  tl 
country  had  been  most  grossly  d< 
and  that,  instead  of  being  in  a  fiou 
condition  as  had  been  pretended,  the 
of  the  company  had  in  fact  been  in 
alarming  situation,  a  situation  which 
to  have  been  explained  and  laid  o 
the  public,  instead  of  being  careful 
cealed  from  the  public  view.     In  It 
nion,  the  un prosperous  condition 
company's  concerns  had  never  beei 
ciently  accounted   for.     He  did   n 
that  he  had  not  heard  a  great  deal 
subject,  but  what  he  had  heard  in  g 
proceeded  on  false  facts,  and  false 
pies.     We  ought  to  have  the  accoi 
the  company  before  us,  with  a  vit 
full  and  complete  examination,  not 
purpose  of  retrospective  enquiry  ii 
conduct  of  the  managers  of  the  af 
India,  with  the  intention  of  throwing 
upon   any  body,   but  for  the  pur] 
warning    us,  the   present  adminisi 
against  the  errors  which  others  hai 
mi t ted.     In  one  thing  the  present 
nistration  would  certainly  not  foil 
example  of  others,  and  that  was  in 
out  false  and  delusive  hopes  to  th< 
try.      The   hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Grar. 
said,  and  justly  too,  that  it  would 
chievous  to  spread  alarm  among  oui 
and  inspire  confidence  into  our  e 
when   no   necessity   for  it  existed 
without  pretending  to  underrate  tr. 
of  the  observation,  he  must  say,  t 
had   been  a  common-place  argurr 
one  side  of  the  question*     It  migh 
proper  to  excite  alarm  when  there 
necessity  for  it,  but  it  was  much  \ 
conceal  danger  when  it  actually 
and  thus  lead  people  on  blindfold 
destruction.     It  was  worse  in  any 
ment  of  government,  but  more  pari 
so  in  the  case  of  the  East-India  c< 
But  he  would  put  it  to  Him,  whi 
late  the  error  had  not  been  con 
much  oftener  in  the  way  of  delusion 
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the  wsy  of  alarm,  at  least  as  far  as  regard- 
ed this  subject?  Now,  experience  would 
teach  the  wise  to  avoid  thus*1  faults  info 
•  ruch  they  bail  found  others  most  apt  li 
tell.  Certain  it  was,  lhat  niucb  less  wh« 
w  he  apprehended  from  too  much  jea- 
lousy than  from  too  much  negligence. 
Xo  objection  had  been  made  to  tbt 
»otion  oi"  his  hon.  friend  near  bin 
[Mr.  FraDcis).  He  bad  only  been  request- 
ed to  postpone  it  upon  a  point  or  conveni- 
ence; to  which  he  bad  properly  agreed. 
Before  he  sat  down,  be  could  not  avoid 
pttiog  that  tribute  ol  praise  to  the  indue- 
By,  perseverance,  and  clear-sighted  polics 
Mbn  hon.  friend,  on  questions  relative  to 
i,  which  they  so  much  deserved.  In 
k*  opinion,  tbt  re  was  no  one  subject  in 
Ik  majesty's  dominions,  wh..se  merit,  with 
Wear  .  to  the  alf.drs  of  India,  could  be  pui 
fc  competition  with  thai  of  bis  hon.  Inend. 
Lord  Morpeth  observed,  that  there  ap- 
BeaiKt  to  be  no  objection  to  the  prmciph 
t(  these-  motions.  It  «ould  be  in  the  re 
(alleciKm  of  (he  h„usv,  that  the  half  mil 
'•h'ch  the  roflipjiiy  had  eng.tged  to 
pay  tu  ihe  public  hud  only  been  paid 
Me  m-taiice.  This  was  a  matter  of  co 
|*Mp  ■otoritty-  lie  should  be  sorry 
HfchoM  any  information;  but  he  sub- 
^  ttitu-.]  to  thf  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Paul])  \ 
Uer  it  was  necessary  tor  him  to  press  his 
notions,  as  the*  related  only  to  point: 
«hich  were  universally  known. 

Sir  T.  Mrlcalfe  assured  ihe  house  hi 
would  only  trouble  them  with  a  very  few 
•ords.     It  was  extremely  well  know 

y  member  in  {hat  house,  that  for  many 
jrars  past  the  Mpenccs  of  the.  company 
hid  been  very  much  on  the  increase;  and 
nothing  could  be  more  self-evident  than 
i  that  while  expi-nces  were  increasing, 
tiere  could  be  no  surplus.  He  only  wisb- 
ou  one  point  to  shew,  that  during  (he 
e  the  iOO,(XiO/.  had  not  been  paid  lo 
lie  treasury,  government  had  received  ad- 
dotages  which  were  abundantly  adequate. 
He  begged  the  bouse  10  recollect  that  at  the 

Cod  when  the  right  hon.  gent,  at  the 
I  of  bis  majesty's  government,  brought 
isrward  the  tax  of  ISj  per  cent,  on  teas, 
bj  way  of  commutation  for  other  taxes, 
M  one  thought  the  company  would 
t  afterwards  mure  to  pay  than  that 
tax  of  12f  per  cent.  Instead  of  which, 
lax  on  teas  had  since  been  raised 
»»95  per  cent.  If  the  duly  during  that 
hod  had  continued  at  I2f  per  i 
:  company  would  have  paid  somewhat 
ire   than   5   million,   hut   from   the  pn 
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gressive  rise  of  the  duty  to  its  present 
nount,  they  had  paid  upwards  of  17  mil- 
>n,  so  that  the  treasury  had  received  It 
illion  more  than  they  would  have  done, 
the  first-stipulation  had  been  adhered  to ; 
and  thereby  the  public  bad  derived  more 
!  I  vantages  than  the  company,  -who  have 
been  also  deprived  of  that  gum  towards 
3  discharge  of  [he  payments  alluded  to. 
Mr.  Alderman  Printep  said,  he  felt  as 
much  as  any  one  the  danger  of  alarming 
the  public  mind  in  respect  to  the  stale  of 
the  company's  affairs;  but  he  had  thought 
1 1  his  duty,  more  than  once,  to  state  to  the 
house  what  he  thought  on  that  subject, 
.iheo  it  occasionally  came  before  them  for 
their  consideration.  He  was  now  of  opi- 
nion, that  his  majesty's  ministers,  who  had 
lately  taken  upon  them  so  great  a  responsi- 
bility, ought,  in  duty  to  themselves,  to 
cause  such  investigations  to  take  place,  as 
to  satisfy  themselves  whether  the  amazing 
amount  of  the  present  debt  bad  accrued 
trom  a  losing  commerce,  or  from  a  great 
increase  of  military  force  and  military  ex- 
penditure. They  ought  to  endeavour  to 
tind  out  the  means  of  reconciling  the  para- 
dox of  a  surplus  and  an  increasing  debt,  a 
flourishing  state  of  affairs,  and  an  exhausted 
revenue  and  decreasing  commerce,  exist- 
ing at  one  and  the  same  moment,  in  the 
concerns  ol  tin;  saniu  company.  Me  hoped 
some  enquiry,  either  public  or  private, 
would  take -place,  and  that  speedily;  for, 
as  to  the  present  system  of  revenues  and 
resources,  he  saw  nothing  in  it  but  delu- 
sion and  deception,  highly  dangerous  in 
their  continuance. 

Mr.  Johnstone  observed,  that  lie  would 
not  trouble  the  house  with  many  remarks 
nn  this  business;  first,  because  the  ques- 
Lion  was  premature,  since  it  would  have 
come  forward  much  better  after  the  ac- 
counts had  been  laid  on  the  table;  and 
next,  because  the  attention  of  ministers 
ought  Dot  at  present  to  be  turned  away 
from  affairs  that  required  their  more  im- 
mediate labours.  But  he  would  say,  how- 
ever, that  no  blame  whatever  attached  to 
the  company,  as  it  was  clear  from  the  ac- 
counts, that  their  failure  to  pay  the  sum 
d greed  upon  to  the  public,  arose  from  the 
wars  in  which  they  had  been  engaged.  No 
committee,  he  coiilended,  was  necessary,  as 
every  thing  was  detailed  in  the  account* 
in  the  clearest  and  minutest  manner.  And 
when  differences  arose  between  his  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Francis)  and  himself  on  the 
one  side,  and  the  noble  lord  (CastlereaglO 
near  him  on  ihe  other,  ihe  emu*  wait,  that 
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the  noble  lord  founded  all  his  arguments 
upon  estimates,  while  they  constantly  ar. 
gued  from  results*  There  were  no  differ- 
ences as  to  facts. 

Sir  Hugh  Inglis  said,  the  reason  why 
government  had  not  participated  in  the 
promised  payments  was,  that  in  1793*  when 
the  charter  was  renewed,  hopes  were  en. 
tertained,  that  the  war  would  \ery  soon  be 
at  an  end ;  but,  unfortunately,  those  hopes 
had  been  disappointed,  and  we  had  ever 
since  been  engaged  in  war,  either  with  the 
French  or  the  native  powers,  and  some- 
times with  both,  by  which  the  debt  had 
been  enormously  increased,  and  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  war  had  been  placed  to  the 
debit  of  the  company's  accounts,  with  no 
other  allowance  than  the  difference  be- 
tween a  war  and  peace  establishment; 
and  yet,  from  the  account  made  out  since 
1793,  it  would  appear;  that  the  company's 
dividends  had  been  paid  out  of  the  profits 
of  their  trade.  As  to  a  select  committee, 
be  was  certain  nothing  could  be  done  by 
it  that  would  not  be  better  effected  by 
bis  majesty's  ministers  forming  the  board 
©fcontroul. 

Mr.  Pavil  replied  at  some  length  to  the 
various  arguments  that  had  been  made 
against  his  intended  motion  for  a  select 
committee.  The  noble  lord  opposite,  (said 
the  hon.  gent.)  accuses  me  of  reading  the 
act  rather  hastily :  to  that  observation  I 
shall  make  no  reply.  The  noble  lord 
(Folkestone)  who  with  so  much  honour  to 
himself,  and  advantage  to  the  public,  has 
this,  night  seconded  and  supported  my  mo- 
tions, has  made  so  able  a  reply,  and  joined 
so  cordially  in  my  construction  of  the  act, 
that  any  observation  on  my  part,  would 
only  weaken  the  arguments  of  that  noble 
lord  ;  happily,  too,  I  am  borne  out  by  the 
opinion  of  the  right  hon.  secretary  (Fox), 
of  which  I  am  not  a  little  proud.  The 
noble  lord  has  said,  that  the  situation  of 
the  company  in  1802-3  was  nourishing, 
prosperous,  and  happy,  and  their  resources 
ample,  and  possessed  of  the  means  of  ful- 
filling their  engagements  made  in  1793. 
Tlie  present  is  not  the  time  for  the  proof 
of  this  assertion ;  but  1  hold  in  my  hand  an 
opinion  not  likely  to  be  controverted,  that 
of  the  directors  themselves,  which  1  beg 
leave  to  read ;  it  is  from  the  third  report 
of  the  select  committee,  dated  in  the  very 
year  1802,  that  year  so  triumphantly  re- 
ferred to  by  the  noble  lord.  In  the  third 
report  of  the  select  committee  of  the  court 
of  directors,  after  alluding  to  the  letter  of 
tt»v  lord  Melville,  they  say,  u  Mr.  Dim- 
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u  das  (we  quote  his  own   words) 
"  When  I  saw  the  Indian  debt  rise  td 
"  10  millions,  bearing  interest,  and  stj 
u  lytoincrease,  I  thought  it  my  duty! 
to  you  the  propriety  of  restoring  to 
from  your  treasury  at  home,  a 
"  that  balance ;  and  this  led  me  to 
"'  that  I  was  ready  to  meet  the 
"  debt,  even  at  the  large  amount 
"  millions.    Every  person  conversai 
'*  the  affairs  of  India,  will  concur  wi 
"  Dundas,  that  the  safety  of  the  < 
"  depends,  amongst  other  things, 
"  comparative    magnitude    of   the 
"  He  was  alarmed,  and  with  reason 
"  the  amount  was  10  millions;  but, 
4t  exertion,  and   with  a  responsibi 
44  which  he  appears  to  have  felt  the  y 
"  he  was  ready  to  meet  it  on  the  i 
"  June  1801,  at  the  large  amount 
44  millions*      However    discouragii 
"  prospect  may  be  (alluding  to  the 
44  16  millions)  it  is  aggravated  by  c 
44  stances  which  never  existed  befor 
44  establishments  are  increased,  the 
"  cal  resources  absorbed,  and  it  is 
44  intended  to  deprive  the  conapan 
44  resource,  essential  to  save  it  froi 
44  destruction."     It  is  for  the  nor. 
to  reconcile  these  contrary  opinion! 
hon.  chairman  (Mr.  Grant)  has  sai 
the  trade  of  the  company  has  beei 
table ;  but  what  trade,  I  ask,   and 
confidently  ?  The  trade  of  China  h 
mobt  lucrative  ;  for  there  we  have 
ritory,   no  armies,  no  establish  men 
I  am  ready  to  meet  the  hon.  gent, 
prove,  that  the  investments  from 
have  been  purchased  with  money  pt 
by  loans  at   a  high  rate  of  interei 
died  with  a  farther  commission  of 
cent,  to  the  commercial  servants ;.  a 
the  Bengal  commerce  during  the  1 
years,  has  produced  a  positive  lost 
less  than  3  millions  sterling  in  the 
invested ;  and  now  the  debt  and 
remain,  and  must  remain  to  the  Is 
of  the  charter,  a  debt  due  in  Indie 
company.— The  noble  lord  and  tl 
chairman,  have  maintained,   that 
crease  of  the  debt  has  arisen  fror 
Now,  sir,  primd  facie,  the  same,  in 
place,  is  contrary  to  your  laws, 
argument,  unless  the  wars  can  be  ji 
a  very  unsatisfactory  one.  .  But  1  d 
fact;  and,   if  there  is  one   part 
Wellesley's  conduct  more   to  blar 
another,  it  was  the  unprepared  stal 
army,  in  every  essential  for  corai 
active  operations,    when    hostility 
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aeocrd.  So  unprepared  was  lord  Lake 
Jcr  taking  the  lield,  that  government  was 
fawdto  means  unjustifiable,  oppress' 
*i  wijust,  to  enable  lord  Lake  10  move 
ixt  Caw ii pore.  Let  the  requisitions  made 
Mibr  vizier,  for  elephants,  camels,  horses, 
hillock*,  waggons,  and  bearers  to  carry 
■tuck  and  wounded  of  tbe  army,  decide 
-■,  '-iiiun.  I  deny  again,  that  to  the 
W  a  to  Ijc  attributed  the  alarming  stale 
9  Cat  debt  ;  it  will  be  found  in  your  sys- 
UKulliiiauee,  in  the  provision  of your ia- 
muwoui,  and  in  the  profuse,  wasteful, 
(Itatagant,  illegal  expenditure  of  the 
fultc  money  by  the  late  governor-general. 
I  >.i  iiiiiiius  and  eager  to  abstain  from 
d  mention  of  that  nobleman  on  the  pre- 
ktteccasion  ;  but,  when  causes  unfounded 
aactare  to  go  forth  to  the  public,  1  feel 
Ibj  duty  to  state  the  true  causes  of  the 
Ktuk  of  tbe  debt  which  we  so  much  de-, 
t"»c,  however  galling  they  may  be  to  the 
awe  lord  alluded  to. — Another  lion.  gent. 
(Hr.Jolistntie)  bas  stated  this  motion  as 
premature,  and  advised  me  to  stay  for  the 
tadjet.  ISir,  the  budget  has  nothing  to  do 
*tfb  the  object  I  have  in  view ;  it  is  to  the 
irturi  of  the  system  I  object.  Besides  who, 
Jttk,  at  tends"  to  the  voluminous  accounts 
JMrly  produced  ?   they  are  only  calculated 

■■■',  1  repeat  again,  the  correctness  of  the 
•cii/nuta,  and  the  sums  total,  are  foreign 
to  the  object  of  enquiry  1  have  in  view. 
The  system  of  finance,  of  commerce,  of 
(ipence,  are  all  faulty,  all  defective  ;  aud 
it  is  to  these  I  wish  to  apply  a  remedy 
Uifaueh  the  means  of  a  select  committee. — 
I  would  willingly  comply  with  the  sug- 
ptwis  of  the  noble  lord  (Morpeth),  did 
•ct  a  sense  of  duty  prevent  me.  The  ne- 
pl.-ves  will  prove  the  breaches  of  law  ;  and 
I  Bifct  persevere  in  my  motions,  and  di- 
*ile  the-  house,  if  they  an'  objected  lo. 
One  word  more,  sir,  and  I  have  done.  The 
lue  I  am  pursuing  is  to  me  a  troublesome 
Mr,  and  no  personal  advantage  can  pos- 
tal;' resnlt  to  me  from  it ;  on  the  contrary, 
Iknow  I  subject  myself  to  much  obloquy 
a»d  much  inconveniency.  But,  sir,  view- 
ing tbe  evil  as  I  do,  and  perceiving  that 
i  a  remedy  is  not  speedily  applied,  an 
ttpniment  must  he  tried,  that  may  level 
Mb  tbe  dost  the  public  funds  of  Great 
hbln,  I  shall,  at  all  events,  do  what  I 
fad  to  be  incumbent  on  me  ;  and,  should 
ttWaouse  neglect  tbe  warning  1  have  given, 
•ad  ifaut  their  eyes  to  the  approaching  dan- 
fr,  geotlemun  will  lament  when  too  late 
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their  fatal  credulity.  Under  every  consi- 
deration of  the  subject,  I  must  take  the 
sense  of  the  house  on  the  motions  I  have 
this  night  made. 

Mr.  H,ky  Mdmglmi  wished  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  withdraw  his 
motions ;  because,  as  it  was  known  that 
there  were  no  such  papers  as  he  called  lor, 
they  were  mere  nullities,  to  say  no  worse. 
Ho  seriously  deprecated  the  prominent 
disposition  manifested  so  frequently  by  tbe 
hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last,  to  asperse  and 
criminate  the  character  of  a  noble  person, 
not  now  present  to  defend  himself, — and 
this  before  any  document  to  sustain  his 
allegations,  or  any  regular  enquiry  into  the 
noble  person's  conduct  was  before  the 
house.  At  least  he  was  sure  if  the  lion. 
gent,  did  not  condescend  to  take  the  ad  - 
vice  he  now  took  the  liberty  to  offer  him, 
he  had  sufficient  experience  of  the  candour 
aud  liberality  of  the  house  to  be  convinced 
that  such  allegations,  thus  unsupported  by 
any  thing  but  assertion,  would  have  no 
weight  in  their  opinion. 

Dr.  Laurence  said,  that  this  was  a  com- 
mon mode  of  proving  that  there  were  no 
such  papers  by  having  a  return  to  that 
effect.  He  supported  the  motion  of  the 
hon,  Rent,  and  observed,  that  it  now  ap- 
peared the  noble  bird's  Hiitti'riii"  statement 
of  the  abundantly  prosperous  slate  of  the 
affairs  of  the  company  in  1S03,  was  entire- 
ly founded  upon  a  prospective  supposition 
of  a  permanent  peace;  whereas,  in  one 
mouth  afterwards,  his  majesty's  message 
was  brought  down  to  the  house,  announ- 
cing the  explosion  of  a  new  war. — Mr. 
1'aull's  motions  were  then  put  and  carried. 


The 

order  of  the  day  having  been  read  for  the 
attendance  of  the  Judges  (who  were  ail 
present),  to  give  their  answers  to  the  three 
questions  reteirtd  to  them,  the  1st  and  2d 
of  which  went  to  enquire  whether,  accord- 
ing to  law,  a  witness  could  demand  to 
answer  a  question,  the  answer  to  which 
might  render  him  liable  to  an  action  for 
debt,  or  to  a  suit  for  the  recovery  of  the 
prolits  of  public  money?  and  the  3d,  to 
ascertain  whether  a  witness  who,  on  mak- 
ing a  lull  and  fair  disclosure,  was  to  be  ex- 
cused from  certain  debts,  could  not  he 
legally  objected  to,  on  the  ground  of  his 
being  interested? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Man&dd  delivered 
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the  opinion  of  the  Judges,  which,  with 
respect  to  the  first  two  questions,  would, 
he  said  he  feared,  leave  their  lordships  in 
nearly  the  same  state  of  doubt  in  which 
they  were  before,  although  his  learned  bre- 
thren and  himself  had  devoted  as  much 
attention  to  their  consideration  as  the 
time  allotted  for  the  purpose  would  allow. 
The  Judges  were,  however,  upon  those 
two  questions,  which  they  considered  to 
be  resolved  into  one,  divided  in  opinion. 
Those  who  were  of  opinion  that  a  witness 
in  such  a  case  could  not  demur,  might 
be  prepared  to  give  a  decisive  answer  to 
that  effect,  but  with  respect  to  those  who 
were  of  a  contrary  opinion,  that  opinion 
was  qualified  by  a  great  number  of  excep- 
tions, which  it  was  not  their  province  to 
descant  upon  under  the  general  terms  of 
the  questions,  and  which,  indeed,  it  would 
be  scarcely  possible  for  them,  under  a  ge- 
neral question,  to  give  a  decided  opinion 
upon. — With  respect  to  the  3d  question, 
they  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  a 
witness  in  the  situation  described,  could 
not  be  repelled  on  the  ground  of  being 
interested,  as  whatever  was  offered,  on 
condition  of  his  making  a  full  and  fair  dis- 
closure, could  legally  make  no  difference 
with  respect  to  his  evidence,  he  being 
bound  by  his  oath,  by  law,  morality,  and 
honour,  to  declare  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 

Lord  Auckland  expressed  his  disappoint* 
ment  at  the  opinion  which  he  had  just  heard 
from  the  learned  Judges,  which  he  had  ex- 
pected would  have  been  decisive  one  way 
way  or  the  other.  In  order,  however,  to 
obtain  an  answer,  which  might  perhaps  be 
all  that  would  be  necessary,  with  reference 
to  the  bill,  he  begged  leave  to  propose  ano- 
ther question,  whether,  according  to  law, 
any  officer  or  agent  employed  under  any 
officer  entrusted  with  the  application  of  the 
public  money,  could  demur  to  answer  to 
any  question  relative  to  the  matter  in 
issue,  the  answer  to  which  might  render  him 
liable  to  any  suit  respecting  the  application 
of  such  money  ?  This  question,  however, 
he  was  very  willing  to  withdraw,  if  any 
other  noble  lord  suggested  a  better  mode 
of  attaining  the  same  object. 

It  being  suggested  by  the  clerk  that  the 
answers  of  the  Judges  should  be  delivered 
in  writing,  they  were  accordingly  deliver- 
ed. The  answer  to  the  third  question  was 
similar  to  that  given  verbally  by  lord  chief 
justice  Mansfield.  The  answer  to  the  other 
two  questions  stated,  that  they  were  so 
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general  in  their  nature,  that  the  J 
could  not  give  a  satisfactory  answer, 

Lord  Eldon  said,  it  would  be  in  t 
collection  of  their  lordships  that  h 
on  a  former  occasion  expressed  his  d 
*  nether  they  would  derive  much  J 
information  from  the  opinion  of  the . 
upon  such  general  questions.  The 
difficulty  in  his  mind,  with  respect  tc 
ing  more  specific  questions  was,  thi 
could  not  do  so  without  going  id 
merits  of  the  case  which  was  to  coi 
fore  them  by  impeachment,  and 
which  they  ought  to  preserve  their 
clear  from  all  previous  opinions  up 
subject,  until  they  came  before  tb 
gularly  in  evidence. 

Lord  Holland     objected  to  the 

lord  (Auckland's)  question,  on  the 

of  its  being  too  particular*  and  pr 

against  the  admission  of  the  Judgi 

swer,  because  it  recognized   a  pi 

which  he  contended  was  unparliam 

viz.  that  questions  referred  to  the 

should  be  of  a  particular  and  not  < 

neral  nature.     He  was  decidedly  oi 

trary  opinion,  and  had  no  hesitatioi 

.ing,  that  it  had  been  the  uniform  ] 

of  parliament  before  the  trial  of  M 

ings,  and  that  it  was  essential  to  t 

servation  of  the  independence  and 

of  their  lordships*  house,  the  high* 

cature  of  the  kingdom,  to  refer  n 

tions  to  the  Judges  of  a  particular 

but  to  consult  them  on  the  gener 

of  law.— All  questions  that  it  cc 

come  the  house  to  refer  to  the 

Judges,  were  in  his  opinion  redu 

these  three  heads.  1st,  a  question 

abstract  law,  illustrated  by  an  A 

case.  2dly,  a  question  on  the  pn 

the  courts  below.  3dly,  a  questioi 

construction  of  a  particular  act  o: 

ment.— If,  therefore,  this  was  soi 

stitutional  doctrine,  and  the  Judi 

permitted  to  decline  answering  q 

because  they  were  general,  it  w< 

low,  either  that  thi  house  mus 

from  the  principles  of  their  ancet 

the  wholesome  constitutional  m 

'confining  their  questions  to  genen 

or  the  attendance  of  Judges  woulc 

nugatory  and  useless.— -The  reasc 

principle  laid  down,  was  obvious. 

particular  case  was  referred  to  fix 

we  should  not  be  consulting  thei 

purpose  of  gaining  information  up 

we  might  form  our  own  opinions 

should  be  asking  them  advice  t 
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a  ■'■•■-  t,  aud  consulting  them  how  to 
repilne  it  according  to  law:  Were  that 
■  puttee  adopted,  and  they  were  re- 
'  Ui  give  opinions  on  tLe  case,  and 
ipty  consulted  on  die  general  points 
the,  there  could  be  no  reason  stuted  why 
l(«hulc  body  of  evidence  ou  a  [rial,  or 
■riiilwr  pr  ,e<-edhi?,  might  nut  be  referred 
HK Judges,  and  they  required  lo  advise 
fcbotuc  what  verdict  to  give.  Such  a 
fcrtwir  ami  such  a  practice  would  be 
fcrogWory  lo  the  dignity  of  the  house; 
■bvrrevf  ot  the  law  and  usage  of  parlia- 
Ifctod  u  virtual  surrender  of  the  inde- 
(Wtucc  Liml  dignity  of  the  highest  judi- 
■MHeiii  the  country,  to  tlie  practice  aud 
Hbt  of  the  inferior  courts.  lie  was 
■mfore  convinced  that  the  learned  Judges 
■ttndedonthe  woolsacks,  to  furnish  their 
Itfflsbips  with  such  information  as  they 
■ijtat  feel  necessary  towards  regulating 
■T conduct,  but  not  for  the  purpose  of 
«Bg  consulted  as  to  what  that  conduct 
Audi!  be  :  and  being  convinced  that  the 
Kupiilion  of  the  impropriety  of  general 
b.  ing  put  to  them,  "would  bean 
■bwlnlgt-rtient  that  the  object  of  their 
pUuice  vviis  for  the  latter  and  not  the 
purpose,  and  thtit  such  ucknovr- 
•nt  would  he  pregnant  with  serious 

tafelt  bound  f>  protest  to  the  admission 
"'  Hie  answer    given  in  ill  wriliu  <   bv  the 

tad  Stniifaipe  said,  his  noble  friend  hud 
*ai»Lc:i  the  practice  of  parliament,  with 
"»pea  to  the  questions  referred  to  tfee 
hitgee.  If  Ida  noble  fmntd  bad,  bte  hira- 
Mf,  endured    thu  misery  of  attending  far 

Bwbgs/he  would  have  known  that  it 
IWbeeu  coastntitly  tbe  practice  to  refer 
ynijoiis  to  the  Judges,  upon  specific 
pints,  ""d  individual  cases.  He  could 
M,  at  I  he  same  time,  agree  with  hi; 
*blt  friend,  us  to  tin.-  general  propriety  of 
flfmring  an  answer  from  the.  Learned 
JWr-s,  lo  a  question,  respecting  an  ub- 
•act  point  ol  law.  Siu.li  a  qiu-::nii  might 
ieratve  both    negative  and 


and  he  had  an  idea,  if  it  was  cot  carried 
into  effect  by  any  other  person,  of  propo- 
sing a  general  law  upon  the  subject,  con- 
tained in  a  short  bill,  according  to  which, 
the  evidence  given  by  any  person  respect- 
ing &By  matter  in  issue,  should  not  bcafter-i 
wards  made  use  of  in  any  way  against  him. 
The  Lord  CJiamelhr  (ErskineJ,-  after 
briefly  stating  tlie  circumstances  which 
gave  rise,  on  a  former  occasion,  to  putting 
these  questions  to  the  Judges,  observed, 
that  it  was  clear,  from  the  statement  of 
the  learned  chief  Justice,  that  the  learn- 
fld  Judges  had  not  really  declined  to 
answer  the  question,  on  account  of  iis 
being  of  too  general  a  nature,  but  that 
they  bad  differed  in  opinion  with  respect 
to  the  subject  matter  which  that  question 
involved,  and,  therefore,  they  could  not 
return  a  genera!  answer,  either  one  way  or 
the  other.  lie  looked  up  with  reverence 
and  respect  to  the  opinion  of  the  Judges ; 
he  wished  to  have  their  opinion  upon  sucll' 
question  ;  the  house  had  a  right  to  call 
for  their  opinion.  The  variance  between 
the  verbal  statement  of  the  learned  chief 
ice,  aud  the  answer  delivered  in  at  the 
:,  was  obvious  to  the  house;  it  was 
also  clear  that  the  difference  of  opinion 
ngst  the  learned  Judges 


:"  tin.! 


.   the 


1  put 


)  thei 


but 
self. 


bought  that  the  house  was  entitled  to 
rail  fur  an  opinion  from  the  Judges,  and, 
is  they  could  not  agree,   that  they  s' 


lie,  ; 


the 


the 


limed  Judges  io  give  a  gi 

ti  res  or   mi,    to  a  question,   which   they 

could  not,   indeed,  answer,  without  ma- 

SBf  *  thousand,  or,  perhaps,  ten  thousand, 

•tcep tin n=  to  tlie  general  rule  laid  down  ? 

_  Witt  respect  to   the  bill  itself,  he  was  of 

I  DO,   th«t    there   should   not  be   a  dif- 

1   builLw  for  A.  to  what  there  was  for  B.; 

1  foTvi. 


Lord    Qrt 


s  highest  de. 
.  this  subject, 
iend(lordELdou). 


irred    : 


what  hud  fallen  from  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  on  tlie  woolsack.  He  wished  to  pay 
evary  respect  to  the  learned  Judges,  but 
their  lordships  were  entitled  lo  an  opinion 
upon  the  questions  referred  to  that  learned 
body ;  and,  however  painful  or  unpleasant 
the  task,  they  roust  do  their  duty.  Ha 
concurred  it)  the  propriety  of  hearing  die 
Jiulues  seriatim. 

Lord  JIuKh'tliitn/  also  agreed  that  the 
Judges  should  be  heard  seriatim  ;  die  only 
question  appeared  to  him  to  be  us  to 
the  mode  of  getting  rid  of  the  answer  to 
the  first  two  questions  which  bad  been 
delivered  at  the  table.  It  occurred  to  him 
that  the  best  mode  of  doing  this,  would 
be  to  consider  that  answer  as  not  having 
been  delivered,  aud   that  it  should  bu-  u" 

Q 


227] 


PAUL.  DEBATES,  February  27,  lW6<—Mmu{cf. 


derstood  that  the  learned  Judges  were  to 
deliver -their  opinion  upon  the  question, 
as  if  no  such  answer  had  been  given.  With 
respect  to  what  ha?l  fallen  from  his  noble 
friend  (lord  Holland)  as  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  house  being  controlled  by  the 
opinion  of  the  Judges  upon  specific  points, 
that  opinion  was  not  sanctioned  by  pre- 
cedents, one  of  which  occurred  to  him  at 
the  moment — the  case  of  Dr.  Sachevereil, 
in  which  the  house  acted  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
Judges.  As  to  the  idea  started  by  the 
noble  earl  (Stanhope)  of  a  general  law  to 
prevent  the  evidence  of  witnesses  from 
being  used  against  themselves,  he  thought 
it  would  not  have  the  effect  which  the 
noble  earl  proposed,  as,  if  the  witnesses 
were  compelled  to  disclose  facts,  that  dis- 
closure might  afford  a  clue  for  proving 
those  facts  against  them. 

Lord  Auckland  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  thought  the  Judges 
ought  to  be  called  upon  to  deliver  their 
opinions  seriatim. 

Lord  Eldon  said,  he  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  state,  that  he  gave  too  posi- 
tive an  opinion  upon  the  point  involved  in 
the  bill.  He  had  said,  that  there  was  no 
doubt  that  a  witness  had  no  right  to  demur 
to  a  question,  the  answer  to  which  might 
involve  him  in  a  civil  suit ;  that  opinion  he 
must  now  retract,  as  he  found  there  were 
doubts  upon  the  subject  amongst  persons 
of  high  legal  authority.  lie  concurred  in 
•pinion  that  the  Judges  should  be  heard 
fieriathtu  and  therefore  moved  that  the 
Judges,  having  given  a  decided  opinion  in 
the  negative  as  to  the  third  question  re- 
ferred to  them;  and  it  having  been  stated 
that  they  differed  in  opinion  as  to  the 
ether  two  questions;  that  they  should  be 
beard  seriatim  upon  those  questions,  and 
that  they  should  attend  to-morrow  for  the 
purpose  of  delivering  their  opinions. — This 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and  on  the  motion  of 
l#rd  Holland  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  was  postponed  till  Tuesday,  for 
*tfhich  day  the  lords  were  ordered  to  be 
summoned. 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Thursday,  February  2J* 
-  [Minutes.]  A  message  was  brought 
from  the  lords,  stating  that  their  lordships 
nad  agreed  to  the  five  millions  exchequer 
bills  bill  without  any  amendment. — 
-Dr.  Duigenan  brought  in  the  Irish  first 
fruits  bill,  which  was  read  sa  first  time, — 


?,Ir.  Francis  moved  for,  extracts  i 
letters  or  accounts  received  from  U 
sidency  of  Bombay,  relative  to  the 
31,25344  Bombay  rupees,  inserted 
account  of  their  disbursements,  frc 
year  ending  the  30th  April  1803,  ai 
to  be  money  lent  to  the  Guicowar. 
Morpeth  stating  that  there  was  no 
tion  to  the  motion,  vhe  same  was 
to. — On  the  motion  of  lord  H.  Pi 
was  ordered,  that  there  be  laid  bef 
house,  an  account  of  any  oifices  in  1 
that  may  have  been  granted  to  two  < 
persons,   for  their  concurrent  live 
benefit  of  survivorship.— On  the  nr 
lord  H.  Petty,  it  was  ordered,  th 
be  laid  before  the  house  an  accour 
the  duties  retained  and  not  drawn  \ 
the  exports  of  foreign  and  colonic 
from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland,  du 
years  1SQI,  1S02,  1S03,  1804,   *& 
to  the  6th  of  January  1806*.     As 
a  similar  account  of  duties  on  sin 
ports,  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britai 
to  5th  January  1S06\ — The   seer 
war  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  t 
extending  the  liberty  of  enlisting 
soldiers  into  the  service  of  this  > 
and  for  indemnifying  those  by  w 
enlistments   had    been  made.     TJ 
hou.  gent,  stated  the  fact  of  an  e 
the  extent  of  3,000  men,  beyond 
visions  of  the  former  act,  havir 
taken  place  iu  recruiting  the  Ge 
gion,  while  in   Hanover;  and  th* 
deemed  expedient  that  no  time  si 
lost  in  acquainting  parliament  of 
cumslance,  and  asking  indemnity, 
was  accordingly  given  to  bring  in 
— Sir  P.  Stephens  brought  in  th< 
m u tin v  bill,  which  was  read  a  i 
und  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
morrow. — On  the  motion  of  lord  I 
a  variety  of  papers,  comprising  tl 
of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  c 
ierent  presidencies  of  India,  were 
to  be  hud  on  the  table,  preparato 
bringing  forward  of  the  India  bud 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
lands  partition   bill  went   througl 
mittce.— On  the  motion  of  lord 
the  house  went  into  a  committer 
Greenland  whale  fisherv  acts.   A 
conversation  between  Mr.  Lee,  I< 
pie,  and  Mr.  Vausittart,  a  resol 
agreed  to,  that  leave  be   given 
engaged  in  the  Greenland  whale  l 
complete  their  number  of  m#D 
ports  for  tUe  present  seasoa,— Oi 
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cf  Mr.  Vanshtai  t,  it  «u  ordered,  that 
e  foe  rmiii  befuie  the  house  mi  acconnt 
<*es:im:ite  of  air  duties  of  customs  and  ex- 
nem  Great  Britain  charged  and  outiteml- 
asonthe  Mb  of  Jan.  1805,  ami  on  the 
jtbof.T.m.  1806,  respectively,  disliiiguiflh- 
-«  the  several  articles,  and  temporary  fruui 
stna&nent  duties. 

[AmiftS  of  India.]  Lord  Folintane 
ml,  that  tliough  i litre  bud  been  some  dif- 
brnccof  opinion  us  to  the  propriety  ol 
aimieatiotis  into  the  expenditure  of  die 
amirs  of  the  company,  he  presumed  to 
ink  there  could  be  no  objection  to  the 
had  now  to  make,  which  was, 
Thai  there  be  laid  before  this  house,  e 
a*  of  ,.11  pensions  payable  by  the  l-'ast- 
coiupany,  nod  a  return  of  all  sum*  til 
(■ranted,  by  way  of  (gratuity,  by  (lie 
vf  directors  to  individuals,  from  the 
lTB-i  up  to  the  present  time:  spt-r.i- 
Imgthe  services  and  consideration*  for 
IBrdi  such  pensions  and  sums  of  money 
■it  been  given  and  granted  respectively.1, 
tier  intimated,  that  il'uny  hesi- 
>n  appeared  in  the  house  to  accede  to 
nation,  the  noble  lord  had  belter  con- 
himself,  in  conformity  with  what  he 
speaker)  conceived  to  be  a  rule  csta- 
the  house,  with  firing  not'ee  of 


I  hii 


ed    that   i'u  op  ra 


question,  [f  however,  the  house  tbo 
proper  that  this  practice  should  be  oban- 
•doued,  it  was  tor  tliein  to  express  their 
pleasure. 

Lord  Folkestone  repeated  his  objections 
tn  til*  practice  ol" giving  notices.  It  would 
be  better  to  get  rid  of  any  obnoxious  mo 
tion.  by  calling  lor  Um  previous  question. 

Mr.  /Vifjjris,  as  an  old  member  of  the 
house,  felt  himself  entitled  to  express  his 
opinion  tin  this  subject.  During  the  two 
first  pari  foments  in  which  he  had  held  a 
scat,  no  such  practice  was  resorted  to,  ac- 
cept on  very  particular  oscasions.  The 
present  motion  was  not  one  of  those  which 
appeared  to  htm  to  require  previous  notice. 
it  was  not  a  political  question;  it  wus  a. 
question,  the  propriety  of  which  could  not 
admit  of  debate,  us  it  merely  related  to  the 
public  expenditure,  information  concern- 
ing which,  tlic  house,  as  guardians  of  the 
public  purse,  must  ever  be  solicitous  to 
obtain. 

Mr.  Perceval  spoke  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
vailing practice,  and  thought  no  member 
could  object  to  give  notice,  unless  he 
had  a  disposition  to  take  the  house  by 
surprise.  There  might  be  times,  he  obser- 
ved, when,  perhaps,  there  might  be  only 
one  member  of  that  house  capable  of  jnd- 
L'iugoi'  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  pro- 


.  he  would,  ofc 
.cud  to 


,  feel 


Tbe  .Speaker  trusted  that  the  house  would 

'    ;:.;.  tl  c   jutltie  to  believe,   tliui  he  wus 

afuenced  by  »h  motive  in  the  remark  that 

I  .  ■  .'■,'-.  but  the  wish  to  uphold  their 

■Kited  practice.     Since  he  had  enjoyed 

fc  honour  of  siting  in  that  chair,   it  had 

(IRutiIv  been    the   received   practice,   not 

■  entertain  any  motion  uf  a  public  nature, 

atteut  ;i  pre v mil"  notice,  except,  indeed, 

Haunual  accounts,  ttti.  which  were  mere 

■fturs  of   course.    The  reason   of  this 

SajjtwM    evidently  b>  prevent  the  house 

■aabeina  uiilK  r  tlie  disagreeable  necessity 

aJrwiiilin-  on   one  day  what   they   had 

ft**!  to  in  l'            ■     :<       ",'vi,  in  'the  ab- 

aaxepcrhaps  ■  '■  '     -■   mei    .ers  who  were 
•te-Jttctit  to          ■■  .i!  ■■in  i-ronrietv  of  the 

,ht,  that,   in  the. 

s  one  good   and 

-i.li'it  nut  KMiuwl  far  requiring  » notice,  as 

|:jmimI   lo   be   no   more   than  one? 

lector  then  present  in  his  place. 

I'cntary  Fax   said,    he   considered 

:tice  of  giving  notice  on  ordinary 
occasions,  as  im  abuse  w Inch  was  so  long, 
Buffered  to  prevail,  that  it  was  not  at  pre- 
sent Busy  to  get  rid  of  it  immediately.  In 
the  present  instance,  however,  he  saw  no 
occasion  whatever  for  a  notice,  as  he  did 
not  understand  that  there  would  be  any 
objection  to  the  motion.  If  any  member 
of  the  court  of  directors  stated  uuy  rea- 
son why  he  might  wish  for  delay,  he  made 
no  doubt  hut  the  noble  lord  would  wil- 
lingly consent  ro  it.  The  practice  now  at- 
tempted to  be  enforced,  he  could  only  con- 
sider :is  a  general  instance  of  relaxation  of 
duty,  and  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  ori- 
ginal constitution  of  parliament.  In  a  con- 
stitutional view,  every  member  was  sup- 
posed to   be  bound    to   attend   upon   all 
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questions  relating  to  the  supplies,  the  ways 
and  means,  and  every  expenditure  of  the 
public  money.  Whatever  modes  might 
latterly  have  prevailed,  he  confessed,  that 
he  liked  the  old  practice  better,  which  was 
to  attend  to  all  subjects  of  grievance  ;  and 
he  was  convinced  that  the  custom  of  gi- 
ving notice  on  such  occasions  was  not 
founded  on  the  principles  of  the  rights  of 
parliament* 

Mr.  P.  Moore  thought  a  notice  to  be  un- 
necessary, at  least  if  no  objection  were 
stated  to  the  motion. 

Lord  Folkestone  explained,  that  he  wish- 
ed some  general  rule  to  be  at  once  adopted, 
in  this  respect,  to  regulate  the  proceedings 
of  the  house.  It  was  iti  the  power  of  any 
gentleman,  who  felt  any  difficulty  or  ob- 
jection to  his  proposition,  to  move  an  ad- 
journment of  the  debate,  which  he  shoujd 
not  object  to,  if  any  biifficient  reason  were 
given  for  it. 

Mr.  J>e  was  of  opinion,  that  this  ques- 
tion should  at  once  be  decided,  one  wav  or 
other.  The  right  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  Fox) 
appeared  to  him  rather  to  incliue  to  a  no- 
tice being  given  in  the  present  instance, 
conformably  to  practice.  What  he  wished 
to  suggest  was,  that  it  should  be  made  a 
part  of  the  law  of  parliament,  for  every 
member  to  desist  from  pressing  a  motion 
without  notice,  if  it  should  be  objected  to; 
for  if  no  precise  rule  were  suffered  to  ob- 
tain, there  might  be  no  end  to  such  desul- 
tory debates.  The  motion  was  then  put 
jind  carried. 

[Voluxtf.ers.]  Mr.  TVhitb read  rose  to 
eubmi.t  his  promised  motion,  for  a  return  (campaign    usually  commenced,    a 


manded.     AVere  it  not  for  this  conv: 
he  should  consider  it  his  duty  hims 
found  a  motion  on  the  papers,  for 
he  should  on  that  evening  move, 
was,  however,  he  should  leave  it  wit 
feet  confidence  in  their  hands.     On 
ditional  remark    he   would  make, 
was,  that  not  only  the  number  of  ef 
men   should  be    clearly  ascertained 
that  the  rank  of  the  officers  should  li 
be  considered  and  arranged.   He  wa 
self  in  the  command  of  a  volunteer 
and  he  was  solicitous  that  neither  h 
any   other  officer  in  a  similar   sit 
should  be  circumstanced  in  that  par 
in   the  way  in  which  he   now    wai 
would    say    no    more  on  the  subj 
present,    but  rest  satisfied    with    n 
"  that  there  be  laid  before  the  hoi 
account  of  the  returns  of  the  differ 
lunteer  corps  of  cavalry,  infantry,  s 
tillery,  in  that  part  of  the  united  kii 
called  Great  Britain  ;  describing  th 
tive  strength  of  each  corps,  togethj 
their  state  of  discipline,    and   fib: 
service,  as  reported  by  the  general 
and  inspecting  field  officers  of  the  c1 
districts  throughout  the  kingdom, 
last  returns ;  and  also  the  names 
officers  by  whom  such  returns  ha\ 
signed." 

General  Tarkton  was  very  happy 
his  support  to  the  motion.  The 
teers  and  the  public  at  large  were 
to  know,  whether  or  not  any  ne 
sure  of  defence  was  to  be  adopted, 
now   near  March,    a   period   at  \ 


of  the  effective  volunteer  force,  to  which 

as  no  opposition  had  been  manifested  when 

he  gaye  his  notice,  he  trusted  none  would 

now  be  made.     There  was  *io  subject  on 

which  it  behoved  the  house  and  the  coutir 

try  to  be  more  completely  informed  than 

the  present.     They  had  been  buoyed   up 

with  the  most  magnificent  descriptions  of 

the  state  of  the  voluntary  defence,  and  it 

w$s  now  highly  expedient  to  ascertain  the 

actual  fact.  At  such  a  crisis  as  the  present, 

this  was  particularly  'indispensable.     It  was 

of  the  utmost  importance,  previous  to  the 

sums  being  voted  for  the  clothing  and  ex- 

pences  of  a   considerable  portion  of  the 

volunteer  establishment,    that  the   house 

should  fuiow  what  number  of  mep  were 

likely  to  take  t\)e  field  in  case  of  emergency, 

He  was  sure  \\iat  hjs  hon.  friends,  who 

were  near  him,  would  give  this  subject  all 

\^e  attention  lltyt  its  great  importance  de-r 


circumstance,  added  to  the  dange 
which  the  country  was  threatened, 
out  the  necessity  of  expediting  as  t 
possible  any  military  plans  that  r 
in  contemplation. — The  motion  * 
agreed  to. 

[Ear i,  St.  Vincent.]  Lord 
Petty,  previous  to  moving  for  a  co 
on  his  majesty's  message  relative 
St,  Vincent,  acquainted  the  house, 
had  his  majesty's  commands  to  reo 
to  them  that  the  annuity  now  lii 
the  two  heirs  male  of  the  noble  ear 
be  extended  to  the  two  pext  hei: 
peerage  in  succession.  It  was  hit 
add,  that  when  the  pension  was  fir 
ed  it  was  so  continued,  but  it  had  h 
that  in  proceeding  through  the 
became  limited.  He  thought  it  ri 
tinctly  to  state  this,  to  shew  thftf  i 
new  favour  granted  to  earl  Stf 
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Although  he  had  no  doubt  if  it  were  so, 
that  the  undiminished  zeal  with  which  at 
his  advanced  period  of  life,  the  noble  earl 
w*»  sacrificing  bis  ease,  and  devoting  him- 
self to  the  service  of  his  rountry,  would 
induce  the  house  cheerfully  to  accord  with 
wch  a  proposition. 

Mr.  Rost  corroborated  the  statement  of 
the  noble  lord,  that  it  certainly  was  in- 
tended when  the  grant  was  first  conferred 
on  earl^St.  Vincent,  that  it  should  devolve 
to  the  two  next  heirs  nf  the  peerage  in  suc- 
cession, lie  feit  ita  duty  which  lie  owed 
that  noble  earl  to  declare,  that  when  the 
subject  of  extending  it  was  first  mentioned 
to  him,  he  had  said  that  he  felt  himself 
sufficiently  rewarded,  and  requested,  that  if 
mn  thing  fartherwere  in  contemplation,  it 
night  be  doue  without  his  interposition. — 
His  majesty's  recommendation,  adjust  com- 
Municated  by  the  noble  lord,  having  been 
ordered  to  he  referred  to  the  snme  com* 
»ittec,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a  coui- 
nittee  on  his  majesty's  message  respecting 
ewf  St.  Vincent;  when  a  resolution  was 
•greed  to,  in  conformity  with  the  said  mes- 
sage ;  and  the  house  having  been  resumed, 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
morrow. 

[Treasurer  of  the  Ordnance.] 
ird  Henri/ Peffy  rose  to  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the  ofiice  of  treasurer  of  his  majesty's 
ordnance.  The  prim :i]ial  object  which  he 
proposed  by  this  b.ll.  was  tn  atWd  the 
jicblic  that  security  fol  the  due  adminis- 
tration of  their  monev,  In  wliiib  they  were 
airitled,  by  making  it  a  legislative  provi- 
ng that  all  balances  remaining  in  the 
lands  of  the  treasurer  should  be  deposited 
■  the  bank  of  England.  It  was  tree,  that 
there  existed  an  order  given  by  the  board 
of  ordnance  to  that  effect  ;  but  it  was  de- 
niable that  the  public  should  have  better 
■eeurity  than  the  mere  -:i  t  of  any  hoard, 
that  the  money  which  liad  been  voted  for 
particular  purposes  should  be  appropriated 
to  those  purposes,  and  to  no  others.  As 
ke  was  on  the  subject,  he  would  take  this 
Opportunity  of  giving  notice,  that  it  was 
n*  intention  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
U!U  for  enforcing  similar  regulations,  and 
carrying  into  effect  a  simil.ir  principle,  in 
Ike  post  oilier,  eixise  office,  custom  house, 
fa. 

Mr.  Long,  after  bearing  testimony  to  the 

:s  ,  which  lord   Chatham,  whilst   in 

pursuing  to  the  same  effect,  ex- 

satisfuctioii  ut  finding  that  the 


same  regulations  were  meant  to  be  extend- 
ed to  all  the  public  offices.  He  thought, 
however,  that  in  the  course  of  this  arrange 
nient,  if  the  money  accruing  were, 
cases,  to  be  deposited  in  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land, it  may  he  a  proper  consideration! 
whether  there  should  not  be  increase  of 
salary  to  the  officers  who  heretofore  had 
the  benefit  of  holding  sums  of  money  lor 
some  time  in  their  hands. —  Leave  i 
then  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

'  Friday,  February  23. 
[Minutes.]  Lord  viscount  Anson  was 
introduced  with  the  accustomed  formalities, 
sworn,  and  took  his  seat.  His  lordship's 
supporters  were,  viscounts  Newark  and 
Curzon.— The  earl  of  Lauderdale,  a  Scots 
Peer,  was  also  introduced,  in  full  form, 
sworn,  and  took  bis  seat,  as  baron  Lauder- 
dale, a  peer  of  the  united  kingdom.  His 
lordship's  supporters  were,  lords  Holland 
and  Walsingham.— The  earl  of  Donongh- 
roore,  one  of  the  Irish  representative  peers, 
was  sworn  and  took  his  seat, — The  royal 
assent  was  given,  by  commission,  to  the 
live  millions  exchequer  bills  hill,  lady  Nel- 
son's, and  to  sir  R,  Strachan's  annuity  bill. 
[WrrvESSEs'  Indemnity*  Bill — Opi- 
nion of  the  .Iudoes.]  Pursuant  to  an 
order  of  [he  house,  the  learned  Judges 
again  attended  this  day,  for  the  purpose  of 
delivering  their  opinions  seriatim  on  the 
questions  arising  out  of  the  discussion  on 
this  bill,  and  which  had  been  previously 
referred  to  them;  the  principle  of  these, 
and  on  which  a  difference  of  opinion 
among  the  law  lords  was  last  night  stated 
to  obtain,  was,  in  etiect,  whether  a  witness, 
according  to  law,  was  bound  to  answer 
questions  relative  to  the  matter  in  issue, 
the  answers  to  which  do  not  tend  to  accuse 
himself,  hilt  may  establish,  or  tend  to  es- 
tablish, that  he  owes  a  debt  recoverable 
by  a  civil  suit? 

Mr.  Bflron  Sulion   as   the  junior  judge, 
first  rose  to  deliver  his  opinion.      The 
learned  baron,  in  the  course   of  his  argur 
Blent,  referred  to  a  variety  of  legal  consi- 
derations,   cases,    and    decisions ;    on    his 
view  of  which   he  grounded   his   opinions, 
These,   considering  the   point  as  a  general 
le  of  law,  liable,  however,  to  various  and 
imerous    exceptions,    dependent  on  cir- 
mstances,  &c.   were,  that  such  witness 
is  bound  to  answer.     In  the  course  of 
s    illustrations   he   referred    to   a  cose, 
which  he  seemed  to  put  hyjiot helically,  V)f, 


«35] 


PAUL.  DEBATES,  Feb.  28,  \Z06.— Witnesses  Indemnity  Bill. 


that  of  a  prisoner  on  trial  for  Lis  life,  on  a 
charge  of  forgery,  and  a  most  important 
witness  to  be  brought  forward  to  answer 
the  question,  whether  such  name  or  signa- 
ture were  his  hand-writing  or  not  ?  would 
it,  in  such  a  case,  be  allowed  to  him  to  ob- 
ject, on  the  grouud,  that  the  answer  might 
render*  him  liable  to  a  civil  debt  ? 

Mr.  Baron  Graham ,  after  stating  the 
difficulties  in  which  the  question  was  in- 
volved, declared  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
general  rule  of  law  was,  that  a  witness  was 
bound  to  answer  every  question  touching 
the  issue  to  be  tried,  with  the  exception 
only  of  such  questions  as  would  expose 
him  to  a  criminal  prosecution,  or  to  a  pe- 
nalty or  forfeiture.  In  the  courts  of  equity 
lt^was  the  daily  practice  to  force  parties  to 
answer  the  matters  alleged  against  them, 
whatever  pecuniary  loss  such  answers 
might  subject  them  to.  The  justice  and 
tjie  reason  of  this  rule  applied  equally  to 
the  courts  of  law,  although  it  was  not  the 
custom  there  to  examine  the  parlies,  as  it 
was  in  chancery,  where  their  customs  were 
derived  from  the  civil,  instead  of  the  com- 
mon law.  Although,  in  the  courts  of  law, 
a  party  could  not  be  made  a  witness,  yet 
those  persons,  who  were  brought  forward 
as  witnesses,  were'equally  bound  to  declare 
the  whole  truth,  as  the  parties  would  be  in 
a  court  of  equity.  If  it  were  not  so,  the 
most  monstrous  obstructions  would  be 
thrown  in  the  way  of  justice  ;  those  per- 
sons who  were  the  best  qualified  to  give 
important  evidence,  might  generally  shel- 
ter themselves  under  that  plea.  It  was, 
however,  every  day  seen,  that  pawn-brokers 
were  brought  in  evidence  upon  the  prose- 
cution of  thieves,  and  stable-keepers  on 
the  trials  of  horsestealers  ;  and  in  neither 
of  these  cases,  would  it  be  permitted,  for 
the  pawn-broker,  or  the  stable-keeper,  to 
refuse  giving  testimony,  on  the  ground  of 
their  answers  obliging  them  to  restore 
those  things  which  they  bad  so  improperly 
received.  If  this  were  the  law,  whatever 
inconveniences  might  result  from  it,  wit- 
nesses would  perpetually  claim  this  pri- 
vilege, either  from  fear,  or  through  favour. 
The  point  had  not  as  yet  been  settled  by 
»ny  solemn  decision,  after  a  full  argument ; 
but,  from  all  the  lights  that  he  could  de- 
rive, and  from  the .  monstrous  inconve- 
nience that  would  result  from  the  con- 
trary supposition,  he  declared  his  opinion, 
as  to  the  first  question,  that  a  witness  is 
bound  to  answer  all  such  answers  as  do  not 
Gtpose  him,  either  to  criminal  prosecution, 


penalty  or  forfeiture  ;  and  as  to  the  { 
question,  that  the  same  rule  applies 
witnesses  on  a  trial,  or  a  suit,  whi 
majesty  is  either  plaintiff  or  prosecu; 
Mr.  Justice  Chcmbrc  was  of  the  sac 
nion.  In  the  courts  of  equity,  not  onlj 
son  might  be  compelled  to  answer  qu 
which  would  severely  affect  their  pec 
interests,   but  bills  of  discovery  wer 
for  the  express  purpose  of  obtain 
answer  upon  oath,  which  answer  mi 
read  as  evidence  in  the  courts  of  law 
rule  had  been  laid  down  by  lord  Mai 
which  had  been  generally    conside 
the  true  one,  that  in  all  cases  where 
ness  could  be  forced  to  answer  by  i 
of  equity,  in  order  that  his  answer 
be  read  as  evidence  in  a  court  of 
all  such  cases,  a  court  of  law  shoul 
pel  him  to  answer  at  the  trial.     Th 
cases  where  a  party  could  refuse  to 
in  a  court  of*equity,  were,  when  si 
swer  would  expose  him  to  either  c 
prosecution   or   to  penalty  or  fori 
This  was  what  he  conceived  the  n 
at  common  law,  and  that  it  most  i 
tionably   ought  to   be  the    rule, 
thought  there  could  be  no  reason  a 
why  a  man  should  conceive  himsel 
leged  to  conceal  the  truth,  or  to  re 
do   justice  between    A.    nnA   B.   i 
ground  that  if  he  did  so,  C.  might  1 
action  against  him  ;  which  would  b< 
in  other  words,   "  the  public  must  i 
upon  me  to  give  evidence,  or  do  jus 
tween  A4  and  B.   because  such  e 
might  prevent  me  from  acting  unji 
C.  or  L).  to  whom  I  should  wish  to 
justly,  and  from  whom  I  should 
withhold  a  just  debt."     As  to  the 
rities  upon  the  point,  there  were 
side  a  great  variety  of  opinions,  ex 
at  JVisi  Prws9  and  on  the  other,  t 
so  laid  down  by  lord  Mansfield,  am 
he  now  considered  to  be  the  law  • 
spect  to  evidence.     There  had  b< 
a  case  in  the  ourt  of  exchequer,  w 
attachment  was  ordered  against  a 
for  refusing  to  answer  on  these  g 
When  he  considered  the  practice 
courts  of  equity,  and  the  manner  ii 
this  practice    had   been  adopted 
courts  of  law,  and  also  when  he  cor 
the  great    obstruction    which    wc 
thrown  in  the  way  of  justice,  if  the  c 
practice  should  prevail,  he  should 
decided  opinion,  that  a  witness  wa 
to  answer  questions,  which  didN)p1 
him  to  criminal  prosecution,  pen 


to?] 


PAR.L.  DEBATES,  Feb.  28,  1 80(7. — Witnesses'  In demnihj  Ml. 


forfeiture,  even  although  his  pecuniary  in- 
terests might  suffer  by  such  answer. 

Mr.  Justice  Lt  Blanc  agreed  most  de- 
cidedly with  the  opinions  which  had  been 
delivered  by  tbe  judges  who  preceded  him. 
He  considered  that  it  mould  be  subversive 
cf  justice,  and  a  thing  not  to  be  endured, 
il  agents,  brokers,  or  persons  who  managed 
insurances,  were  to  decline  being  examined 
on  (he  ground  of  their  being  themselves 
Bade  liable  to  n  civil  action.  Although 
be' professed  the  highest  respect  for  the 
authority  of  those  judges  who  held  the  rule 
la  be  the  other  way,  yet  it  must  be  recol- 
lected that  the  point  had  never  been  seri- 
ously argued  before,  or  probably  those  great 
•fid  learned  judges  might  have  altered  their 
opinious.  1  le  had  always  held  that  wit- 
nesses could  be  compelled  to  answer  ques- 
tions, even  although  their  answers  might 
expose  them  to  civil  actions^  and  the  more 
be  considered  the  practice  of  the  courts, 
and  the  reason  on  which  it  rfas  founded, 
the  more  be  was  confirmed  in  that  opinion, 
He,  therefore,  agreed  with  his  learuec 
brethren  in  the  answers  they  had  given  U: 
the  questions  that  had  been  submitted  tc 
■heir  opinion. 

Mr.  Justice  Grme  differed  in  opinior 
from  the  learned  Judgeswhohad  precede. 


perhaps  to  his  utter  ruin.  It  was  nlhn 
thai  neither  in  a  court  of  equity,  o 
l*r,  was  a  man  bound  to  answer  \ 
might  expese  him   to   a   pel 


yat 

iBhtex- 
answer 
lence  in 


lie  c 


aid  n 


the 


uan  should  be  excused  from  ausw 
questions  which  might  expose  biiu  t 
p-Ealtv  of  live  pounda  lor  killing  ft 
tad  yet  should  be  obliged  to  answer' 
limewbirt,  might  espoashitnio  ten 
land  pounds  m  ikii.i. .;'■-.  ft]  Ed  Iji  ,. 
■D  his  life,    il"  be  ti ■!  B      '.  i    El 

fewed,  was  tndre  groun  \e&  upon  pi  ! 
than  upon  any  principle.  The  pnti 
however,  of  the  courts  of  equity  rii, 
BOst  materially  from  lh«t  of  the  ecu: 
Um.  In  tbe  courts  of  equity,  altfeyijg 
parties  were  liable  to  be  compelled  I 
i«rr  upon  oath,  yet  they  had  time  to 
fclibctit.un  and  leual  advice,  and  he 
-ould  not  afterwards  be 
It  was  wry  different, 
art  of  L  v.  when  a  que 
,y  a-,   ingenious   lawyer, 


ilhout  consideralii 
pose  tlie  witness  to  ruin.  If  this 
could  he  given  against  him  as  evidence  ii 
another  trial,  it  would  be  given  in  without 
the  witness  haying  any  opportunity  to  ex- 
plain his  answer.  There  were  niany  other  . 
differences  between  the  rules  of  evidence 
in  the  court  of  equity,  and  those  of  com- 
mon law.  lu  the  former,  an  infaut  could 
not  be  compelled  to  answer,  in  the  latter 
he  cnuld.  He  did  nor  consider  that  the 
principle  laid  down  by  lord  Mansfield  was 
entitled  to  more  weight,  than  the  opinions 
of  so  many  great  and  eminent  Judges,  who 
had  determined 'the  other  way.  His  opi- 
nion was,  therefore,  contrary  to  the  opi- 
nion expressed  by  bit  brother  judges. 

Mr.  Justice  Lawrence  said,  that  he  bad 
always,  until  tifis  question  was  agitated, 
considered  that  the  rule  of  law  was,  tliat  a 
witness  was  excused  from  answering  such 
questions  as  involved  his  pecuniary  inte- 
rest, and,  so  thinking,  he  had  concurred 
with  other  Judges  in  refusing  a  new  trial 
moved  for  on  thai  very  ground.  The  fact 
was  that,  till  the  present  question  was 
started,  there  had  been  no  solemn  argu- 
ment upon  the  subject,  and  he  had  never 
turned  his  mind  particularly  to  it ;  but  up- 
on the  present  occasion,  having  felt  it  his 
doty  to  uiii-K-:  tbe  subject  with  the  tit- 
*  tti  '  t,  m  be  could  give  to  it,  he  bad 
changed  his  opinion  as  to  the  rule  of  law, 
and  was  now  inclined  to  consider  that  it 
was  different  from  what  he  had  formerly 
supposed.  Whichever  way  the  general 
rule  lay,  that  rule  had  many  excep- 
tions;" and,  although  he  could  see  many 
i:a  ouveweuies  resulting  from  the  affirms* 
live,  as  well  as  from  the  negative  of  the 
question  which  had  been  put  to  the  Judges, 
yet  he  thought  the  mischiefs  resulting  from 
the  negative  of  it  considerably  predomi- 
nated. Ik'  therefore  now  considered,  that 
the  Li'  :ii  r.il  rule  of  law  was,  that  a  witness 
'M  I  OOttd  to  answer  questions,  although 
he  might  become  liable  to  a  civil  action  in 

Mr,  J ii-i: :  i-   /;»'•/,('   coincided   with   his 

h-irued  broil, ir  (Mr.  Justice  Grose)  in  his 

at  :i  witness  was  not  hound   to 

ttiuris  which  might  materially 

:cuniary  interest.     lie  did  not 

apprehend    such    evil    consequences   from 

this   rule,   ns   those  who   held  an  opinion 

to  his.    Prosecutors  and  plaintiffs 

seldom  came  into  court  so  badly  provided 

itb    testimonv,     as    to    rely   entirely   on 

hut  they  were  to  pisk  up  by  cross-exami* 
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nation  from  an  unwilling  witness.  Neither 
did  he  think  that  they  would  decline  an- 
swering on  a  pretence  of  their  pecuniary 
interest  being  endangered,  if,  upon  exa- 
mination, it  appeared  that  their  interest 
was  very  minute.  He  thought  a  much 
greater  danger  would  result  from  allowing 
a  hasty  answer,  unexplained,  and  perhaps 
incorrectly  taken  down,  to  be  read  as  con- 
clusive evidence  at  a  trial.  There  was  a 
case  determined  against  this  doctrine,  but 
he  thought  it  was  an  extreme  hard  case. 
It  was  that  of  lord  Keith,  who,  by  an  an- 
swer he  gave  in  an  insurance  cause,  where 
he  was  called  as  a  witness,  subjected  him- 
self to  an  action,  in  which  10,000/.  da- 
mages were  given  against  him.  No  court 
of  equity  could  have  compelled  him  to 
state  every  irregularity  he  might  have  com- 
mitted when  commander  in  chief  of  a  fleet, 
and  yet  a  hasty  answer  at  Nisi  Prius  was 
given  as  evidence  against  him.  He  consi- 
dered that  evils  of  this  kind  were  worse 
than  would  follow  from  the  rule  being  the 
other  way.  As  to  the  courts  of  equity, 
whatever  analogies  might  be  drawn,  he 
did  not  consider  that  judges  of  the  com- 
mon law  were  bound  to  go  into  the  court  of 
chancery  to  find  out  what  rules  of  evidence 
were  received  there.  In  the  whole  of  his 
practice  at  the  bar,  and  of  his  experience 
on  the  bench,  he  considered  that  witnesses 
might  object  to  being  examined  on  matters 
that  would  expose  them  to  civil  actions. 
He  thought  that  no  third  person  hacj  a  right 
to  extort  from  a  witness  what  debts  he 
owed,  what  slanders  he  might  have  spoken, 
or  what  trespasses  he  might  have  commit- 
ted, which  would  expose  him  to  actions. 
If  that  were  the  rule,  it  would  change  the 
whole  practice  of  the  law,  'as  dishonest 
practitioners  would  bring  actions  against 
one  person,  merely  to  extort  evidence 
against  another.  He,  therefore,  was  of 
Opinion,  that  a  witness  was  not  bound  to 
answer  questions  which  would  .prejudice 
Ins  pecuniary  interests,  and  expose  him  to 
civil  actions. — After  Mr.  Justice  Rooke 
had  finished,  the  further  hearing  of  the 
Judges  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 


HOVSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Friday,  February  28. 
[Minutes.]  A  message  from  the  lords 
Jfequested  the  attendance  of  the  house  at 
their  lordships'  bar,  where  the  royal  assent 
%a*  given  by  commission  to  the  exchequer 
trills  act,  lady  Nelson's  and  sir  R.  Strachan's 
ttataity  act.— Lord  Temple  brought  in  a 


bill  for  enabling  the  vessels  employ^ 
the  Greenland  whale  fishery  to  com 
their  crews ;  which  was  read  a  first  \ 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  tim 
Monday. — The  secretary  at  war  bit 
in  a  bill  to  enable  his  majesty  to  emp 
greater  number  of  foreign  troops.    Hi 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  sc 
time  on  Monday. — A  petition  of  the 
sident  and  members  of  the  board  of  ag 
ture  was  presented  to  the  house,  and \ 
setting  forth,  "  that  his  majesty  n 
been  pleased,  in  consequence  of  an  ad 
from  this  house,  to(  constitute,  by  I 
patent  under  the  great  seal,  a  Boa 
Agriculture,   for   promoting  the  inj 
improvement  of  the  country,  the  pet 
ers  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquair 
house,  that  the  important  purposes  in 
ed  by  that  institution  are  carrying  on 
are  likely  to  be  attended  with  benefic! 
fects  to  the  public ;  and  therefore  pn 
that  they  may  be  supported  by  a  gra 
the  present  year  to  such. an  amount 
the  house  shall  seem  meet."    Order 
lie  on  the  table. — A  petition  of  the 
mi  t tee  of  the  company  of  merchant] 
ding  to  Africa,  was  presented  to  thefc 
setting  forth,  "  that  in  consideration 
various  increased  expenses  of  the 
blishments  in  Africa,  and  the  cost  < 
articles  required  for  the  payment  \ 
same,  parliament  was  pleased  to  gra 
sum  of  18,000/.  for  the  support  of  tfc 
establishments  last  year,  which  su 
been  invested  for  that  purpose ;  and 
fore  praying  the  house  to  grant  the 
tioners  the  like  sum,  for  the  supp 
the  said  establishments."    Ordered 
upon  the  table.— ^Lord  Temple  re 
observe,  that  an  omission,  that  mij 
attended  with   much  inconvenienci 
taken  place  in  the  Com  Regulation 
last  session.    No  clause,  allowing  1 
port  of  corn  to  our  garrisons  abroa 
been  introduced  into  it.    To  remec 
omission,  he  gave  notice  of  his  inl 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  c 
bill,  permitting  such  exportation,  or 
day  next. — Lord  Temple  also  move 
the  house  should  then  resolve  itseli 
committee,  to  consider  the  exporta 
wool  and  woollen  articles  from  the 
colonies  to  the  united  kingdoms.— 
Stevens  brought  up  the  marine   : 
bill,  which  was  ordered  to  a  corumi 
Tuesday  next. — Mr.  Alexande^roi 
the  report  on  lord  St.  Vinceaflpi  i 
bill,     The  resolution,  that  the  i 
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:' ■■■i,Vj   be   extended  to  tlie  two  next  heirs 
■<f  the  peerage,  Was  read,  and  a  bill  or- 
dered tir  be  urmigfit  i<i  accordingly. — Mr. 
■  Niittiril,   that  several   important 
paper,  relative  to  the  affairs  of  India   hurl 
before  lli«  general  court  of  prc- 
f  the  rourt  uf  directors,  which  it 
■-..-..A  to  tone  before  tho  house; 
tori  turn-fore  gave  uotmr,  Unit  lie  Miould 
■  ■.  nest  niovi-.   that  iii>   c  pnpei  . 
.  .       :.    the   table. — Un  tho   motion  ol 
Mr.  VmuiUart,  the  former  orders  of  the 
kenec  fi>r  the  production  of  certain  ae- 
■  J  nive  tn  the-  tiuguiL-ntiiiion  nr   di- 
nlouttiou  of  sal.iries.   6;e.  in  the  public  of 
fapfli    Great   Dritaiti   and   Ireland,  were 
dnrharged.      He  (hen  moved,  that  there 
Ik  laid     before    the    boose,     an    account 
til  Ibe  increase    or   diminution  tfiut  may 
token    place   iu    the    number    and 
t  of  the    tjluiies,   emol 
njf«it>-H   of  (fee   different  public  offices  in 
:  tain,    t«  the  5tb  Jan.  ISOu',  sjj 
.'  '.:  dates  of  suth  increase  or  din 
and  the  authorities  lor  the  sair 
Orntoed.       A  similar  order  was  then  tua 
far  Ireland. 

(Aii'aiks  or  India.]     Mr.  Ahlemi 
ttintrp  rose,  to  make  Ibe 
1   ,!   ; 


nfwhicli 


jfrt  lie  had   ;:i    view   war.   to  ascertain,   the 

to  that  with  China,  and  the  relative  amount 
I  of  the  capital  borrowed  in  India,  for  the 
'  prosecution  of  each  trade.  He  bad  ano- 
ther object  in  view,  which  was  to  ascer. 
Uio  whether  the  amount  of  stores  was  or 
■as  not  ilieluiled  in  the  account  of  terato- 
nal  revenue  applied  to  commercial  pur- 
poses, lie  conceived  it  very  material  to 
lave  these  objects  elucidated,  and  he 
thought  they  would  be  explained  by  these 
yauers.  He  moved,  therefore,  "  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  boose  an  account, 
Aewing  the  annual  amount  of  stores  and 
■erchaiid  isc  respectively  exported  by  and 
fc*  the  service  of  ibe  East-India  companv 
to  India,  from  the  year  ending  the  1  st  of 
March  17<)3,to  the  1st  of  March  1K04;  to- 
tether  with  the  expenditure  and  gules 
thereof  at  each  presidency,  and  the  respec- 
Ike  balances  in  store  and  afloat,  on  30th 
I  April  17<)3,  and  30th  April  1303,  as  far 
[  lithe  tame  can  be  made  out.  Also,  an 
miit,  shewing  Uic  annua!  amount  of  bul- 
uierehandise,  respectively 
V  ftporUKl  by  and  lor  the  service  of  the  East- 
"'  company  to  China,  from  the  year 
S  the  1st  of  March  1793,  to  the  1st 
..  VI.  It 


of  Marco  1604;  together  whit  the  sales 
thereof  at  Canton,  and  the  respective  Ut- 
lancet,  iu  store  arid  afloat  on  30th  April 
1793,  and  301U  April  1803,  as  fas  u  the 

Mr.  Francis  seconded  the  motion.  He 
was  determined  to  second  and  support 
every  motion,  the  object  of  which  WM  to 
obtain  information  of  ,the  commerciyl  and 
iinuur-ial  affairs  of  the  company.   unmixed 

with  political  matter,   and  thus  to  ptt }te 

the  great  point  he  had  so  long  [pulsed  to, 
to  tave  the  company  from  rajh,  and  witit 
the  company  the  country,  wleeli  w-.nir| 
have  to  bear  the  burden  of  the  ruin,  if  thu 
ciniipany.  should  full.  He  complained, 
that  the  directors  never  gave  an  answer, 
even  when  papers  of  the  slightest  moment 
were  moved  lor.  The  board  of  cgotrofl] 
always  came  forward,  or  one  was  alway* 
referred  to  that  board.  The  constitution. 
of  the  company  required,  that  the  direc- 
tors should  act  in  the  first  instance  ;  and 
that  the  board  of  controui  should  mteriero 
only  when  it  was  necessary  to  cheek  ilieui. 
He  did  not  like  that  the  court  of  directors 
and  the  board  of  controui  should  act  toge- 
ther as  they  had  done  for  some  time. 
This  had  not  so  much  ibe  appearance  of  a 
laudable  harmony,  as  of  a   secret   under- 


ffity  AMngton  thanked  the  worthy 
dermau  for  having  given  notice  of  this 
lotion,  a  consideration  which  be   hoped 
the  house  would  think  due  to  a  new  board, 
yet    unacquainted  whit   papers  ought  or 
ight  not    to  Ije  produced.     He  saw  no 
objections   to    these   papers ;   only,  as   an 
of  the  bullion  exported  to  India 
bed   been  already  ordered,  it  would  bead- 
table  to  omit  it   here.     Thi:se  papers, 
however,   could    not    Le  produced    very 
the  clerks  were  employed  in  pre- 
paring the  accounts  for  the  India  budget. 
The  board  of  controui  did  not  wish  to  in- 
terfere with  the  court  of  directors;  but,  as 
great  responsibility  rested  upon  the  board 
of  controui,  it  wished  to  discharge  its  duty; 
however,  without  interfering  with  the 
proper  objects  of  the  company's  care,  and 
liihout  resisting  the  production  of  any  ne- 
essary  information. 
Sir  T.  Metcalfe  said,  that  however  much 
the  hon,  gent,   who   secou  led  the   motion 
might  vaunt  himself  the  company's  friend, 
onsider  bioi  as  such.     As 
to  the  reserve  shewn  by  the  court  of  direc- 
tors on   motions   for  papers,   it  was   suffi- 
cient to  state,  that  all  the  papers  were  in 
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the  office  of  the  board  of  controul,  and 
that  no  director  could,  without  a  violation 
of  bis  oath,  produce  any  one  paper  with- 
out the  consent  of  that  board.  The  East- 
India  company  was  not  an  insulated  com- 
pany, but  a  company  whose  interests  were 
blended  with  those  of  the  country,  lie 
would  avail  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
explain  the  capture  of  the  letters  in  the 
Hope  Packet,  dwelt  on  in  such  a  crimina- 
tory manner  by  the  hon.  gent,  on  a  former 
night.  The  Hope  was  a  country  ship, 
taken  up  by  the  government  of  licngal  to 
bring  home  the  dispatches.  On  her  pas- 
sage she  fell  in  with  Linois,  in  the  Ma- 
rengo, accompanied  by  the  Telle  Poule, 
by  whom  he  was  taken.  The  boxes  con- 
taining the  dispatches  were  prepared  to  be 
sunk,  with  sand  bugs  tied  to  them.  The 
captain  did  not  arrive  here  till  July,  180.5, 
when  he  underwent  a  short  examination, 
lis  every  captain  in  the  company's  service 
did,  however  lortunate  his  voyage  might 
have  been.  (\:ptain  Duubar,  of  the  Hope, 
stated,  that  a  chain-shot  had  cut  the  ends 
that  la>tt  11*  d  the  sand  bags  to  some  of  the 
packages-,  containing  the  letters:  and  thus 
iln'M-  packages  Honied  when  thrown  over- 
I-oumI,  and  were  pic.l:ed  up. 

Mr.  Francis  warmly  replied,  that  thedis- 
pii!<  he..,  i-Vi-ii  if  hhot  away,  could  not  have 
flouted,  u"  leaded  with  chain-shot,  as  was 
ih»-  i-ii  .iittu  in  his  time:  but,  if  the  house 
»«-fii'  ..;if i:  f n-f  1  with  the  strange  explanation 
imw  ;'i\«'n  nl"  i!f   he  had   done  with  the  bu- 


think  and   a?^r-  Si.ll  iz  a? I  mctioi 
papers,  tht  cc_r:   .:  cir=:ura  wj3 
lutely  noth'::  z. 

S  i  r  T.  Jilt  r  c  c  rt  n  *  l -  *  j.r.  i:: on ,  sai d 
as  the  hon.  iie:.:.  :.'..-:i  -i.-r.tei  hims 
be  the  true  i;:t:.i  :'  :.:r  L<iii-Iudia 
pany,  hecM.:'.-::r:  .:  -j  ituick  oi 
to  sav,  th.il  !.■*■  r.-t'tr  :v:--«t  hiru 
After  iLit,  "iLe  -.:::r  s  -w-re  agreed 


[Witnesses*  ly:  t.vv.ty   Bili.-^ 

k  i o  x  oi  t  u  r  J  vi  :■* }  *  -]  The  order 
day  wiis  rti.  :;t  ~~:±  remainder  i 
learned  Judge?  :^  .:■?".. vcr  their  opi 
seriatim,  u-cr,  tie  :^£iU'on  cf  veste 
the  genenJ  t~e::  t:  irhitls  was,  " 
ther,  according  tc  L.v."\  a  witness  is  ' 
to  answer  quesiiocs  rtl.»:ive  to  the  i 
in  issue,  the  ai.^wrrs  lo  which  do  no 
to  ace u *e  himself.  "r?ut  establish,  or  t 
establish,  that  he  owes  a.  debt  reco\ 
bv  a  civil  suit  ?" 

Mr.  Baron  T'.iVfox  said,  he  coul 
nothing  in  acv  oi  :S:e  local  writers 
was  satisfactory  en  the  subject  in  vol 
the  qutrsiiox.s  rt-iVrrt -.1  to  the  Judges 
from  the  Lest  cjiisivieiatiou  which  ] 
enabled  lo  give  the  s-Ljtct,  he  was  < 
uioii  that  a  witiHss,  under  the  c: 
stances  inentirnet;.  was  not  ccmpelh 
give  evidence  oiKiL is  which  might 
terwards  u.-fd  against  himself. 


,M  r .  J  us  t  i  ce  l!:uth>  as  a  gi  neral 
.me  H. ;  tluin»h  prima  facie*  a  commim'ica-  i  law,  was  of  option,  ;h;it  witnesses 
nun   f *i   iiit'lli/.'-ii't;   to   the  enemy  was   a    such   circumstniiLes,  were  compelli 
hjili    fiimi'    mid    ni'e demeanour ;    and,    if  aii>wer. 

ii'ii.e  iji    i'iK<i|\,  which   he   did   not  think  ,      Lord  Chi.  ■fR.iroa  J.LtcJuvahl  depi 
in   l*»-   ihe    e:  ■.!•    in    this    instance,    would    the  cor.se^::c  i.ets  which  v.ould  ensu< 
/iiiiiiiiiit    i-i  1 1 i '/ 1 1    Mr.a'son.     Hut,  whatever   the  establishment  cf  such   a   princ 
lii   iiii.-hi  lh.;.k  of  that  transaction,  he  bc-l  that  a  w::ncss  w\;s  not  compellable 
*!•-■/•  d   it   lo  h<-  line,  that  the  court  of  di-i  swer  where  that  answer  might  tend 
in  lui"  v.ii..  uiwli  r  i lit:  guidance  of  his  ma-    knowledge  a  tUi.-t  recoverable  by  en 
!»•  i ■/',-.  ijiiiiia.ii:i<-.     The  hon.  baronet  seem-   as  in  that  case  a  witness  interested 
#d    In    1 1 •■-•  i jii:i f  ■-.  on    other  occasions,    as  » amount   of  live    shiliinns,  by   refus 
■vi-Il  ic:  ihe  pi'Mail,  that  he  was  the  er.emv  j  ^ive  tviuLiure  m:i:lit  doieat   the  jus 
oi    the     lai'l-liidia    company.     Whoever   of  a  party  to  ten  thousand  pounds, 
ilmnpjit  :  n,    hould  l>ring  it  forward  boldly,  J  court  in  which  it  was  his  lot  to  pres 


hi  1 1 1 1 -,  <<  iy  ol  ii(  cii:  alion  ;  and,  ifderiance 
*■(>'!  f!li;illi*ii;'i:  could  do  any  thing  with  the 
Jinn,  h-iiniiet,  he  would  defy  aud  challenge 
Kim,  of  any  man,  to  bring  forward  and 
iiiUf initiate  Mich  a  charge  against  him. 

Tli';  Speaker  here  reminded  him  that  he 
a;t«i  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Vrnni.'m  then  said,  he  must  submit 
lo  authority ;  but  would  beg  leave  to  state, 
<n  exjiluiiuUon,  that  he  still  continued  to 


would  also  be  productive  of  the  woi 
sequences,  as  in  revenue  causes  wi 
would  en  such  a  ground  very  tree 
demur  and  prevent  the  truth  frori 
ascertained.  Judging  from  pree 
and  from  the  law  and  reason  of  tt 
he  concurred  in  opinion  with  Mr. 
Heath. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Mansfield  §pt< 
considerable  length  into  a  contrary 
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argument.  He  bad  ever  considered  it  as 
an  ttiabiifcbed  point  of  law,  that  a  witness 
wa*  nut  compellable  to  answer  any  ques- 
tion, the  answer  to  which  might  subject 
ban  to  a  civil  action.  He  travelled  the 
wnlcrn  circuit  for  many  years,  at  a  time 
I  «hrn  the  Judges  who  usually  went  that 
ami  it  were  lawyers  of  the  greatest  etni- 
aewje,  as  Were 'also  tbe  leading  counsel 
who  went  that  circuit,  and  he  was  as  fully 
moviiiccd,  as  that  he  was  then  addressing 
IB*ir  lordships,  tbat  all  those  etniueut  law- 
yer* wcie  of  the  same  opinion.  The  same 
opinion  he  always  understood  to  be  enter- 
tained in  Westminster  ball,  and  it  was  so 
dactded  by  lord  Kenyou  iu  a  case,  where 
■■■ .  :isi  bruugbt  by  a  person  against 
aether  who  had  been  his  clerk,  for  money 
iE#-»m1  t<>  biive  been  received  fur  the  use 
>f  Ibfi  plaintiff.  The  defence  was  that  tlie 
acney  had  Ijeen  paid  over  to  another  clerk 
■*  plaintiff's,  of  the  name  of  Wright, 
was  ainhori/edto  receive  it.  Wright 
called  to  prove  ibis,  who  stated  tliat 
money  was  doe  from  the  defendant  to 
phuntdf.  The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff 
■r,  Bta&iufl)  then  asked  the  witness  if  he 
knew  of  any  other  person  who  owed  money 
the  plaintiff,  but  was  stopped  by  lord 
who  i  immediately  declared  that 
ess  was  not  bnuud  to  answer 
OOt  If.  This  therefore  seemed  to 
.  of  law  so  clearly  established,  that 
ire  had  been  no  doubt  about  it.  The 
:ii  a  principle  wnuid,  in  his 
pinion,  be  productive  ol  the  worst  eonst- 
ipiences.  Besides  the  case  of  lord  Keith, 
•ir.ch  had  been  already  mentioned,  he  re- 
aej.bered  a  ease  which  happened  in  1771 
w  1779,  where  a  gentleman  from  India, 
■  consequence  of  some  acknowledgments 
»Mch  he  made  in  evidence  before  a  com- 
■UUee  of  the  house  of  commons,  was  sub- 
jected Ui  two  actions  where  the  prod 
against  bim  ci'jusitted  of  tlie  evidence  given 
»j  himself,  and  in  which  he  had  a  verdict 
against  bim  for  "J  ,000/.  iu  one  action,  and 
IfiOOi.  in  the  other.  After  goiug  through 
a  variety  of  other  arguments,  he  concluded 
by  riving  it  as  his  opinion,  that  a  witness 
aider  the  circumstances  mentioned,  was 
Hit  compellable  to  answer. — After  the 
hamed  chief  justice  had  delivered  his 
■Ml  ion. 

Earl   Stanhope  rose,   and  observed  upi 
very  material  dirli 
•  «  Uie  Judges.    They  diffe 

'  "*butasto  the  extent  of. 

The   inconvenience  oi   leaving 


the  law  in  its  present  uncertain  and  unset- 
tled slate,  was  too  obvious  to  require  illus- 
tration. He  would  suppose  a  case,  which 
would  put  this  in  the  clearest  possible  light. 
Suppose  a.  case  were  to  come  for  decision 
before  two  Judges  of  opposite  opinions; 
on  this,  their  opinions  would,  of  course, 
be  staled  different  ways.  One  would  de- 
cide, the  witness  should  he  allowed  to  de- 
murr;  the  other,  thnt  lie  should  not! 
How  would  this  appear?  He  had  no  diffi- 
culty, in  his  opinion,  of  what  the  law  ought 
to  be.  What  he  proposed  was,  tbat  the 
witness  should  be  fully  examined,  but  that 
his  evidence  should  not  be  brought  against 
him.  Under  this  impression  he  had,  as  he 
gave  notice  on  a  former  night,  prepared 
a  short  bill,  the  general  title  of  which,  his 
lordship  stated  to  be,  "  An  art  for  the  more 
effectual  discovery  of  matters  to  be  given 
in  evidence,"  6cc.  and  which  went  to 
provide,  that   when   any   person  shall  be 

before  any  magistrate, orother  person,  the 
evidence  which  should  be  given,  should 
not,  upon  any  pretence,  be  produced  a- 
gaiust  him  in  any  criminal  prosecution, 
&c.  The  noble  earl  then  presented  his 
bill,  which  be  moved  should  be  now  read 
a  first  time. 

Lord  EUon  observed,  he  should  not  op- 
pose the  first  reading  oT  the  bill,  such  a 
proceeding  nut  being  customary  in  that 
bouse.  He  would,  however,  say,  such  a 
bill  would  require  a  great  deal  of  conside- 
ration; and  possibly  it  should  necessarily 
undergo  a  great  deal  of  alteration,  before 
their  lordships  could,  with  propriety,  agree 
to  it.  With  respect  to  what  had  been  sta- 
ted by  some  of  Ihe  learned  Judges,  in  one 
point  of  view,  he  would  declare,  upon  his 
professional  word  of  honour,  until  he  heard 
tiie  note  read  from  Mr.  Peake's  book. 
though  he  had  lived  fliirty  years  in  the 
profession,  and  officiated  in  different  de- 
partments, where  he  had  to  institute  e\a- 
uiitiations  us  to  every  point  of  law,  he 
could  declare  lie  never  heard  the  right  of 
such  a  privilege  cent  ended  for;  and  he 
believed  a  noble  lord,  nuiv  in  that  house, 
though  there  never  lived  a  man  who  had 
more  extensive  practice  at  common  law, 
never  heard  such  an  objection,  He  would 
not  refer  to  what  might  occur  to  particular 
Judges,  on  particular  circuits;  but  in  West- 
,in=ter-hall,  where  all  Ihe  Judges  were 
laeiuhJed,  from  all  the  circuits,  he  had 
aver  heard  such  an  objection  started. 
The  practice  on  one  of  the  western  circuit* 
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bad  been  adverted  to;  he  should,  however, 
afc  a  north-country  man,  never  wish  to  see, 
in  that  respect,  the  northern  circuits  asbi- 
milated  to  the  western.  His  own  opinion, 
upon  the  point  in  question,  was  well  known. 
At  present,  however,  the  matter  which 
occasioned  such  a  difference  of  official  opi- 
nion, should  be  prudently  and  wisely  set  at 
rest :  they  were  not,  because  they  perceiv- 
ed the  impending  mischief,  to  decide  too 
hastily,  with  respect  to  the  mode  of  reme- 
dying the  evil.  The  principle  held  forth 
was,  that  an  individual  was  never  to  be 
called  upon  for  what  would  directly,  or 
circuitously,  put  him  in  hazard  :  to  obviate 
that  by  a  bill,  which  said,  that  an  indivi- 
dual should  make  discoveries,  and  then 
that  nothing  of  these  should  be  brought 
against  him,  would  be  expecting  too  much ; 
as  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred, 
through  the  intervention  of  a  third  person, 
or  some  other  means,  t/he  witness  may  be 
got  at,  through  the  medium  of  such  disco- 
veries; at  the  same  time,  he  felt  it  of  the 
utmost  importance,  that  care  should  he 
taken,  that  their  fellow  subjects  should 
understand  their  real  situation  in  that  re- 
spect. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  (Erskine)  left  the 
woolsack.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to  commu- 
nicate his  sentiments  on  a  subject  of  so 
much  consequence  to  the  proceedings  in 
courts  of  law.  He  had  been  »for  seven- 
and-twenty  years  engaged  in  the  duties  of 
a  laborious  profession,  and  while  he  was 
so  employed,  he  had  the  opportunity  of  a 
more  extensive  experience  in  the  courts, 
than  any  other  individual  of  his  time.  It 
was  true,  that  in  the  profession  there  had 
been,  and  there  now  were,  men  of  much 
riicre  learning  and  ability,  than  he  would 
even  pretend  to;  but  success  in  life  often 
depended  more  upon  accident,  and  certain 
physical  advantages,  than  upon  the  most 
brilliant  talents  and  profound  erudition. 
It  was  very  singular,  that,  during  these 
twenty-seven  years,  he  had  not  for  a  single 
day  been  prevented  in  his  attendance  on 
the  courts  by  any  indisposition,  or  cor- 
poreal infirmity.  Within  much  the  greater 
part  of  this  period,  he  had  been  honoured 
by  a  gown  of  precedenc}7,  and  in  conse- 
quence ofthis  privilege,  had  not  only  been 
engaged  in  every  important  cause,  but  had 
conducted  causes  of  this  description  during 
that  period  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench. 
But  with  the  history  of  his  professional 
life,  their  lordships  had  no  concern,  other- 
wise ;Uan  as  it  was  connected  with  the  pre- 


sent enquiry.     For  this  purpose  it  w 
terial  to  declare,  that,  although  his 
Hence  was  equal   not  only  to  any 
dual  Judge  on  the   bench,  but  to 
Judges,  with  their  collective  practice 
that  he  never  knew  a  single  objec 
have  been  taken   to  an  inlerrogatoi 
posed,  because  the  reply  to  it  would 
the  witness  responsible  in  a  civil  su 
was  true,  that  in  Mr.  Peake's  book, 
had  been  frequently  cited   on  the  j 
occasion,    there  was  a  note  by  \vl 
should   appear  that  an  objection  c 
kind  had  been  taken  by  the  late  chi 
tice   Kenyon ;    but,    notwithstandi 
high  opinion  of  the  minute  accura 
great  learning  of  that  reporter,  he  i\ 
he  had,  in  this  instance,  been  guil 
mistake  on  two  grounds:   1st,  beet 
himself  had  been  counsel  in  the  cau 
had  no  recollection  of  the  circums 
'2dly,  because,   it'  that  note  were  c 
lord  Kenyon  must  have  been  guilt 
obvious  contradiction  oi  his  own  pri 
and    sentiments,   as    they  appeare< 
on  the    face    of  the    same  report, 
lordship  was  of  opinion,   that  the  b: 
proposed  would  not  effectually  ans\ 
purpose  intended  by  the  noble  inov 
most  heartily  concurred  in  the  obje 
most  materially  differed  from  him  as 
means  of  effecting  it.      Notwithst 
some  difference    of  opinion    amon 
authorities,  among  persons  for  wh 
had  the  greatest  veneration,  yet  hi 
not  help  thinking  that  the  law  its* 
unembarrassed  from  these  contradl 
He  considered  it  so  far  precise,  cle 
perspicuous,  that  it  was  necessary  i 
law  should  be  promulgated,  otherwi 
in  the  form  of  a  declaratory  law,  bg 
it  should  be  announced  what  had  b« 
Jaw,  what  was  the  law,  and  what  oi 
be  the  law,  and  what  should  be  thq 
the  land  as  to  this  important  par' 
On  these  grounds  he  could  not  { 
assent  to  the  bill  now  suggested ;  ai 
other  noble  lord,   more  competeq 
himself,  would  undertake  the  busini 
should  himself  move  a  legislative 
tion,  with  the  view  to  place  the  queal 
ever  in  repose. 

Lord  Ellenborough  perfectly  coi 
with  the  sentiments  of  his  noble  anc 
ed  friend  on  the  woolsack.  The  1 
of  his  existence  had  also  been  devi 
the  same  arduous  duties,  arid  he  \ 
tended  a  circuit  the  largest  in  extejq 
the  most  comprehensive  jn  the  varf 
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iti  business;  but  neither  in  the  course  o 
Inexperience  on  Ilis  itinerant  duties,  no 
-   constant   application  at  West- 
aitristt'i-liall,  where   he   might   say  he  had 
been   engaged   in   almost   every  important 
cause,  nor  since  be  had  been  called  by  his 
majesty's  pleasure   to  the  bench  where  he 
mv  bad  the  honour  tu  preside,   did  he  re- 
cull.ci  a  .single  instance  where  the  objec- 
ting had   been   taken,  that  the  answer  of 
lie  witness  would  place  the  deponent  in  a 
titration  ui  responsibility  to  a  civil  suit.    It 
•«  true,  that  where  the  reply  to  the  ques- 
tion would  expose  the  witness  to  the  con- 
MquciicL'a  of  a  criminal  prosecution,  his 
lordship  always  felt  it   bis  duty  to  caution 
i he  bench;    but  even  in  that 
;  :  rtiul  communications  must  not  be 
wade,  the  testiniuuy  must  not  be  garbled; 
if  •  portion  were  imparted,  the  whole  evi- 
detice   must  be  disclosed;  and  so  it  was 
br.ld  by  the   noble  and  learned  lord  whom 
he  kid  llie  honour  to  succeed,   with  ninth 
■dc-nor    powers.      Although  he  perfectly 
yved  with  the  noble  mover  em  the  qecee- 
,:iie  legislative  measure,  yet  he 
|  Ifcougbt  the  bill  now  read,  would  be  loade- 
ftate  U>  the  object  proposed  ;  it  therefore 
fc«!d  n.,t  receive  his  suppoi 
'      Earl  Stunfiove  considered 
K  •  I   comprising  everv  ob 
by  ibe    liL.i.le   lords   who  1; 
ifld  (aid,  that  he  should  m 
cowi   reading  on   Tuesday 
»e*n  time,  it  was  ordered  tt 


Monday,  March  0. 
[Conduct  of  JuduB  Fox.]  The  Mar- 
que of  AUrcorn  moved  the  order  of  the 
irf  for  resuming  the  adjourned  debate  on 
h»  motion  of  this  day  se'tmight,  for  the 
attendance  of  several  witnesses  on  the 
Mtb  ot  April,  relative  to  the  pending  case 
es'JIr.  justice  Fox.  He  advened  W  what 
tad  taken  place  on  B  former  en  aim  ;  and 
•ben  a  noble  lord  (Grenviilr  ■  tl„n  in  his 
place,  high  in  his  majesty's  councils,  had 
•jested  the  expediency  of  a  abort  delay, 
to  jive  noble  lords  time  and  leisure  to 
BJMider  of  the  proposition,  he  expected, 
he  would  come  forward,  and  assign 
for  wishing  such  a  proceeding 
place.  From  the  respect  which 
lamed  tor  that  noble  lord,  joined 
Consideration  of  the  delay  proposed 
_B*r*Iy  nominal,  with  reference  to  the 
afm  proposed  order,  which  was  to  take 
two  mouths  bancs,  he  was  induced 


II  capit. 


to  comply  freely  with  that  suggestion, 
now  deprecated  any  farther  postponemei; 
of  the  consideration  of  that  propcaiuom 
Their  lordships  would  consider,  that  n 
pealed  and  suleiiiii  discussion*  of  the  bom 
had  taken  place  upon  the  subject;  th; 
they  not  only  heard  and  examined  a 
deal  of  evidence,  but  that  the  house  v 
pledged,  by  its  legislative  act,  to  contii 
the  proceeding,  lie  was  at  a  loss  ti 
ceive  what  reasons  could  be  assigned  for 
any  further  delay,  or  why  the  protccdinj 
should  not  go  forward  with  expedition  ai 
effect,  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  t 
hare  convenience  of  individuals, 
solemnity  due  to  the  nature  and  n 
of  the  case.  It  was  important  they  shoal 
as  far  as  in  them  lay,  proceed  to  bring  * 
case  of  such  peculiar  importance  to  a  ti 
ther  hearing,  and  a  final  decision.  Whc 
he  considered  the  high  situation,  not  o 
of  dignity,  but  of  responsibility,  in  whic 
the  noble  lord  stood,  and  the  parliamec 
tary  and  constitutional  character  wit 
which  he  was  invested,  he  was  unwilling  ti 
suppose  that  his  first  parliamentary  mci 
sure  and  trial  of  strength,  would  be  an  a 
tempt  to  interfere  with  the  course  of  a 
important  judicial  process  before 
house,  which  had  been  solemnly  instituted, 
commenced,   and   some   progress,    though 

in   it.     These   were   not   the  only  reasons 
which    should    determine    their    lordships 
upon  the  present  occasion.      Not  only  the 
eyes  of  this  country,  but  especially  those 
of  the  people  of   Ireland,   were  turned  to 
that  house,  with  respect  to  the  proceeding; 
it  was   regarded   by  them  as  a  progressiva 
endeavour  to  redress  important  grievances, 
and  to  enhance   the  security  of  the   rights 
and  privileges  of  his   majesty's  subjects  in 
that  country;   the  first   attempt  which  had 
been    made   for  their  effectual  protection, 
lies  the  incorporation  of  their  parliament 
th  that  of  this  country.     This  was  hut 
le  side   of  the  case  under  consideration. 
On  the  other  hand  it  was  to  he  recollected, 
:   was  due  on    the   score  of  impartial 
justice  to  the  learned  gent,  whose  conduct 
the  object  of   the  investigation;   they 
;  aware  of  the  evidence  which  had  been 
adduced    againBt   him,    and   of  course   he 
ild,  in  justice,  be  afforded  an  opportu 
nity  of  controverting,  of  rebutting,  and  re- 
isiug  it,  if  it  were  in  his  power.     Ho 
■ished   that  every  opportunity   should  be 
afforded  him  for  these  purposes,  as  certain- 
ly his  character  was  deeply  implicated  in 
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the  matters  of  charge.  He  should,  there- 
fore, without  troubling  their  lordships  with 
any  further  observations  upon  the  case, 
move  to  have  the  question  put.  He  had, 
however,  to  apprise  the  house,  he  should 
have  to  move  for  the  attendance  of  a  few 
more  witnesses,  when  he  could  ascertain 
the  number  which  may  be  spared. 

Lord  Grenville  said,  he  could  assure  the 
house,  that  he  had  nothing  more  in  view 
in  the  course  he  had  adopted,  with  respect 
to  the  affair  in  question,  than  the  interests 
of  the  country,  and  the  ends  of  substantial 
justice  with  respect  to  all  parties,  which  he 
wished  to  be  attained,  in  the  mode  that  was 
most  consistent  with  the  laws  of  the  land, 
and  the  practice  of  the  constitution.   1 1  was 
in  reference  to  these  great  objects,  that  he 
wished  for  some  interval  of  delay  in  de- 
ciding  upon  what  the  noble  marquis  had 
proposed;  it  also  arose  from  a  difficulty 
which  he  then  felt,  and  continued  to  fee), 
as  to  the  course,  circumstanced  as  the  case 
then  was,  most  proper  to  be  pursued.  Were 
he  called  upon  to  give  a  decided  opinion, 
it  would  be  that  which  he  had  more  than 
once  expressed  last  year;    namely,  that 
every  step  which  had  been  taken  in  the  bu- 
siness, had  been  in  a  wrong,   and,  as  he 
thought,  an  unconstitutional   course;    in 
this  opinion,  he   was  confirmed  by  everv 
research  he  had  made,  and  every  degree  of 
study  he   had  given   to  the  subject.     lie 
was  by  no  means  ignorant  or  unmindful  of 
those    difficulties,     and    embarrassments, 
which  the  case,  us  it  now  stood,  involved. 
He  was  also  fully  aware  of  its  magnitude 
aud  importance.     He  felt  all  the  difficulty 
6f  the  consideration  of  breaking  it  off,  or 
discontinuing  the  proceeding,  after  having 
entertained  it  so  far.     The  question  was 
therefore  a  great  and  important  one,  in  a 
variety  of  views,  not  only  as  it  respected 
individuals  -in  Ireland,  and  the  character 
of  the  personage  accused;  but  as  it  in- 
volved  considerations  connected  with  the 
honour  and  character  of  the  house.     l<  j>on 
the  whole,  he  was  not  ashamed  to  say,  the 
difficulties  still  continued  to  operate  upon 
his  mind,  which  whs  not  yet  prepared  or 
satisfied  as. to  what  was  proper,'  or  ought 
to  be  done,  or  what  course  ought  to  be 
adopted.     He  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  ro 
put  in  this  protest  in  behalf  of  the  opinions 
he  had  formerly  avowed ;  with  regard  to 
the  express  motiou,  #it  being  to  opeiatc 
upon  such  a  distant  day  as  the   28th  of 
April,  which  would  afford  their  lordships 
ample  time  for  intermediate  consideration, 
he  should  not  then  resist  it. 


Lord  Auckland  observed,  that  with  re- 
spect to  the  motion,  were  he  to  decide 
upon  it,  it  should  be  in  the  negative.  He 
was. by  no  means  satisfied  with  the  course 
that  had  been  adopted,  and  every  thing  he 
had  since  been  able  to  learn,  or  collect,  tend* 
odto  confirm  him  in  such  an  opinion:  that 
house,  he  thought,  was  not  competent  to 
entertain  a  proceeding  of  the  kind,  and 
therefore  he  should  be  induced  to  resist  it 
in  every  stage.  So  strong  was  the  impres- 
sion upon  his  mind,  that  he  had  recorded 
his  sentiments  upon  the  journals  last  year, 
lie  not  only  regretted  it  had  ever  gone  so 
far,  but  he  was  sorry  it  was  ever  entered 
upon  in  that  house ;  and  he  believed  that 
few  who  heard  him,  would  not  wish  it  well 
out  of  that  house.  In  concluding,  his 
lordship  adverted  to  the  immense  expence 
which  had  been  already,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility would  still  be  incurred  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  affair,  a  great  part  of  which, 
he  thought,  would  be  ultimately  paid  by 
the  public. 

Lord  Haxchcshury  did  not  wish  then  to 
enter  into  a  retrospective  view  of  the  affairs 
in  question  ;  they  had  been  principally  to 
consider  the  situation  in  which  it  now 
stood  ;  in  this  view  of  it  he  seemed  to  de- 
precate all  idea  of  stopping  short.  It  was 
impossible  for  any  person  to  read  the  case 
in  evidence,  which  lay  upon  the  table,  and 
not  see  th«#absolute  necessity  of  proceeding 
in  the  investigation  of  it.  Not  only  with  a 
view  to  the  rights  and  interests,  bat  the 
character  of  all  parties  concerned;  even 
the  credit  and  character  of  the  house  were 
involved;  it  was,  therefore,  in  all  these 
points  of  view,  proper  to  proceed,  tho- 
roughly to  investigate  the  case,  and  come 
to  a  decisiou  upon  it.  He  had  given  the 
best  attention  in  his  power  to  the  business, 
and  was  ready  to  say,  that  even  a  respect 
for  the  character  of  the  learned  judge  in 
question  should  be  an  additional  induce- 
ment to  their  lordships  to  continue  the  in- 


vestigation. 


The  Karl  of  BucJiintrhamshire^teT  short- 
ly adverting  to  the  sentiments  he  had  for- 
merly declared  upon  the  subject,  observed, 
he  could  consistenly,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  case,  vote  for  a  suspension  of  the 
proceeding*.  He  alluded  to  what  had  been 
adduced  in  evidence,  and  upon  record 
a»ainst  the  learned  judge  in  question, 
and  the  degree  of  publicity  it  had  obtain* 
ed,  which  should  be  a  consideration  to 
determine  their  lordships  not  to  leave  the 
care  in  ?uch  an  unfinished  state. 

'J  he  .Marquis  of  Buckingham  appeared 
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in  my  efforts  10  obtaie  the  object  of  my 
motion,  by  private  and  conlideutial  repre- 
sentation, that  I  reluctantly  brought  my 
J  to  disturb  that  unanimity,  even  fur 
igle  day,  by  the  agitation  of  this  im- 
portant question.  With  respect  to  the 
question  itself,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, that  all  tbat  I  have  heard,  and  all  that 
I  have  since  read  and  thought  upon  the 
subject,  have  only  served  to  confirm  and 
strengthen  the  first  impression  of  my  mind  ; 
and  1  feel  confident,  that  the  oftener  it  is 
considered,  and  the  more  thoroughly  it  is 
investigated,  the  move  clearly  will  it  appear 
that  the  situation  which  the  lord  chief 
justice  now  holds  in  the  Cabinet,  is  not 
only  unwarranted  by  established  usage, 
hut  is  in  direct  repugnance  to  those  sacred 
and  fundamental  principles  ol  policy, 
which  can  alone  secure  to  the  people  of 
any  country,  the  pure  and  impartial  admi- 
nistration of  their  laws.  I  am  aware,  my 
lords,  that  there  is  considerable  difficulty 
in  affixing  to  that  situation,  with  legal 
accuracy  and  precision,  the  character  of  * 
responsible  minister  of  the  crown.  But, 
whether  he  is  to  be  legally  considered  as 
a  minister  of  the  crown,  or  only  as  an  ad- 
viser of  the  'ministers,  as  long  as  be  is  the 
associate  of  these  ministers,  and  a  parti/  to 
their  measures  and  their  feelings,  my  objec- 


Mfaer  to  view  the  case  as  it  stood  at  ure- 
ieni  before  the  house,  and  adverted  to  the 
ill  consequence  of  stopping  short.      In  this 
ransidi- ration,      lie    seemed    io   think    the 
character  and  estimation  of  the  house  were 
•■'si  involved.      The    proceeding  in  these 
(Liferent  points  of  view,  was,  he  agreed,  of 
great  importance.     The  opinions  he  had 
•rawed  as  to    the  origin  ot  the  business, 
•lid  the  question  of  its  being  properly  en- 
tertained   in    the    first  instance,   by    their 
lordships,  lie  still  retained.     But  the  case, 
liter  wbat  had    been   done,  now  stood  in  a 
different  situation  ;   this  he  threw  out   for 
Ibe  consideration  of  the  house:  under  the 
impression,    however,    which,     upou    the 
"hole,    he     felt,    respecting   the   affair,   he 
MM  not    consistently  assent   to  the  mo- 
Bon. — The  question  was  then  put,  and  the 
witnesses  originally  named   in  the  motion, 
•ere  ordered    to    attend  on  the  2Sth  of 
Ajt.1,  accordingly. 
[Lord  Ei,i.en  bo  hough's  Seat  iv  the 
I   Cabixt.t.]       The  Earl  of  Bristol  rose,  to 
|  hnng  forward  bis  promised  motion   upon 
I   li.is  subject,  and    spoke  as  follows :  My 
fawds,   before  1  state   to  your  lordships  the 
■kvrs  and  motives  which  have  induced 
to  shape  the  resolutions  which  I  now  hold 
%  my  hand,   and    which  1  shall  litis  night 
lure  the  huuour  of  submitting  to  the  i 

unions  to  disclaim,  in  the  strongest 
most  unequivocal  manner,  all  party  v 
in  the  step  I  am  about  to  take,  and  I  i 
earnestly  entreat  of  every  noble  lurd 
present,  not  to  consider  the  present  i; 
ti'">n  as  in  any  decree  of  a  party  nat 
Fcf  myself,  my  lords,  lean  most  sole:: 
**er,  and  there  are  many  who  can 
witness  to  the  truth  of  tU  MMrtitm, 
so  far  am  I  from  ben. 
hostile  feelings   toward-   Lis  ui,i!e-ty\ 


:.;   . 


,  tint 


Hit   death    of   that 
Mate! 


fj<\'.\ 


j re  <kv.i 


which   i 


-  hold 


;    Idas 

h  fell  and  so  deeply  lamented 

tan  house  or  out  of  it  was  m 

&»n  I  was,  to  see  the  reins  of 

committed    to  the  hands 

lion ;  and,   my  lords,   so  sincere! 

these  sentiments    entertained    by 

lenipulotisly   was  I  disposed  to  gov 

ttuduct    by    them  ;  and  so  anxious 

■alt  in  the  present  momentous  crisis  of  the 

Air*  of  the  country  ami  of  Europe,  1m 

■jetty's     government    should   enjoy    thi 

KBimuuz  support  of  parliament,  and   of 
public,  that  it  was  nut  till  I  hud  failed 
1 


full  force,  1  am,  therefore,  satisfied  to  rest 
this  part  ol  this  case  upon  one  single  obser- 
vation ;  and,  when  I  have  asked  the  house 
whether  it  would  endure  to  we  the  lord 
chief  Justice  hob!  the  office  :•/ lord  president  of 
the  council?  which  can  only  be  answered 
by  the  most  derided  negative,  I  would  put 
it  to  the  feelings  ol"  e\iry  noble  lord,  who 
joins  in  that  negative,  whether  it  would 
not  be  a  most  mischievous  practice,  to  se- 
parate that  hiz.lt  mu>i*ter><d  station  into  its 
(S«  component  parts  of  fioiter  and  of  emolu- 
ment:  and,  by  t&rowi/tg  away  the  hush  of 
the  salary  aijbodfur  baser  minds,'to  be  there- 
by enabled  to  give  the  power,  the  influence, 
the  vital  essence  if  the  appointment,  all  that 
can  be  an  object  (o  enlarged  ambition,  all 
that  true  greatness  can  value  or  desire ;  to  be 
enabled,  my  lords,  logke  this  in  a  concealed 
and  invisible  manner,  to  those  who  could  not 
dare  to  accept  it  in  the  ostensible  and  embo- 
died shape  of  a  cabinet  office. — My  lords, 
we  have  now  learned  from  authority,  that 
it  has  been  determined  that  the  lord  chief 
justice  should  be  an  habitual  member  of 
that  committee  of  the  privy  council,  usual- 
ly called  the  Cabinet.    The  deliberations 
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: ■■  -  ■.  *J"  v  ^; ; ~e:  -r.':.r:.:.  It  is  *.: : : •  r! . ie  j  to  v.  r. ich  I  ai !c die  is  t hut  of 
■  *  ::.-.:r;  <.;:  :.'.\\\'»u  x,*:\'Wzu  a  judgi- !  Ma::*f.f  I  J.  I  believe  it  is 
r:  j  v.21?  ri;"...-vrs;  it  i^  ti=;s  a»sf-ci- j  «•:•;]  rerre:  tb.it  I  admit  itf 


>;  I  i  .*z.\.:.l.:'.\  \i  oi  a  j'i'ig*,  with  the 
*  Vs;  'gsii-TiiTikWA*  which  '-.vhatever  be 
.:■.  .'*■:;:.;  :.;:i;j':y,  I  '-Midornn  an'l  reprobate: 
v,.'f,  1  h'^l  to  b^  (j,n*Yi\Tj  to  former 
j:^*:'1: ;  !o  be  irij'.rio'js  to  the  judicial 
'  .>:■-  *.'.';  to  b';  j-.'.ibvr-.ivc  o!"  the  liberty 
'.f  *.'.',  j.'rojJ'j :  a/. o!  which,  I  contend,  has 
«  *!  •'■'*.  juj'I  alhrrnin^  tendency  ^o  A/cwrf 
**'/  /'*  urmiltrnmntc  tlwir  great  elementary 
p.tf'.ij.t*:  of  political  poicrr,  \zhich  it  is  the 
\.rr/  ;hjrct  (if  a  free,  constitution  to  keep 
^j,(nrif,  nnd  distinct.  In  searching  for 
i*-'"-'  i.*--:  on  tlii-.  Milijrri,  I  have  been 
..'/,*-.  ♦■!  fiif'S  but  on'*  :.}\i'f\\c.  solitary  instance 
*A  i  i'.v\-\\ttu  hiv/ jud!"1.  Iiaving  ever  before 
»,'••  ?.  ;.|.-r«-d  in  tliis  Mtnalioii.  The  chan- 
"  I;'..,  i»  !»s  lnif,  v,  silways  a  niinister;  but 
<i>i  1 1 f ; » - •  i j i * ■  ii t  (<iu  pcr.sihly  be  founded  on 
tin  -.  '  ii'  tim  t uih  r,  in  favour  of  the  present 
ir .•nunc  t inn.  Tim  c.liuncc.llor  elands  on 
r  I'Hi'i'l .  if ti filly  distinct  nnd  separate  from 
H.»  i-vijvi  .Inilifi'N,  ii  diiiinctivui  well  known 
\>,  >.m|  it i ■•  •  ■--. 1 1 1 t-ri  who  hit  the  chancery 
j'i'i'-  inn'  n.tlilc-  nl.  the  pleasure  of  the 
»»  ,•  n.  but  ii'cund  ti>  tin1  judges  of  the 
- # • ' i*  *  <<miiI-;,  then  nllircs  and  emoluments 
\  \  I.I'.  Tin*  i  h.iiii-i'llnr,  as  keeper  of  the 
I  ii  •  .  i  Mm  t  miii  r,  v-  bu»u!\hl  into  contact 
■  ii|»  tin-  |  i  run  nl  llir  Mixrrci^n  ;  and  as 
Mi.  i  m  ii  nihil  i  ■  1 1  r  hiir  in  whose  custody 
ih       i>  il  ip.il  in  i  mniiiit !c  d.  is  neeessarilv. 

>  • 

I , > i h i  1 1 1 1  1 1 n/  tttii in*  of  .': , a  « j '».vr,  a  politic*:! 
i  A. ii  ,i,  /.  i  iiml  if,  i«_/iii  •'.  ii  nsuoKsiHc  po:i~ 
n,.,l  hi  .  \t  n/  tht  i  mi..  *. .  ji'/'iw  ^e  i:fi.\cs  the 
in..,f  ..,//  /.»  /n/ii'fiA,  :iud  olhn  public  in- 
-  1 1  niti*  »n  l)iilhi    i>lliri   h:iinl.  It  '.s  lo  be 

.  I,.,  i  ■•.!.  llitl  (lie  ih.iiiiilhi,  beinj;  a 
iiiiin  i.  i  i><  inii  «  \pii--iil  i.i  ihe  >;ime  iian- 
jn  i  H-  i»  ilti  i  ii»i  i'l  ihe  twrlxr  itnlfcs. 
tin  •  1 1  i»i  lift  I  1 1  ihIm  i  iiiiir  IoIok*  linn  :  ;-.iui 
)(  ).•  ihM'n  nil       •  i  tun  i  i>«    how  pcbliiV.i  1  >>iS 


zvA  spltiid:.1.  ornament  to 
did  hold  the  t^o  situation 
Justice  of  the  King's  Ben 
Cabinet  Minister.  But 
circumstances  attending  t! 
pointment,  which  sufficient 
doubts  which  were  even  thi 
of  its  propriety ;  and,  it  if 
know,  that  on  further  cond 
more  mature  reflection,  t 
himself  was  so  lullv  aware 
the  practice,  aiid  of  the  od: 
tached  to  it,  that  no  solicit*! 
ties  could  afterwards  preva; 
form  a  part  of  the  executh 
But,  my  lords,  if  this  practk 
rated  in  the  chief  justices 
Bench,  if  it  is  to  be  represent 
in  them,  in  whom,  by  thewaj 
cuiiarly  dangerous  and  offensiA 
the  other  judges,  how  cornel 
never  been  extended  to  thoi 
in  the  other  courts,  and  zdU 
we  against  its  being  so  extek 
A  noble  lord  near  me,  wjj 
upon  the  woolsack,  when  b 
of  taking  an  active  share  J 
did  not  act  a  ver^*  prudent 
changing  the  permanent  sitd) 
justice  of  the  common  pleas,1 
ous  one  of  chancellor,  if  he  Ij 
timt  situation  was  incompq 
Cabinet ;  aud  a  noble  earl,  j 
the  predecessor  of  that  non 
these  high  legal  situations,? 
anxious  to  be  admitted  int 
that  he  might  be  responsil 
which  he  approved,  himself; 
pbee  in  this  house,  that  he 
oi  the  imprudent  and  dis 
change  which  that  wish  n( 

•  .ihM    »  i  II  ii|ni.iti   in  iiii  •-«•  i  .ii.^i  >  wh:v  h   a^are  as  he  wasof  the  imp:. 

«i.  .1. .  i.ii.i  in  hi.  ,  .n,ii.     Imt  w.t'i  :(>*,  i*-t  (risk,  I  never  beard  of  hi*. 

»•<  iIk  niiHtiniii  l.iw  iuili:i%?(  tho  i*.iM%  ;>\i;\  i  avoid  thaf'risk,  by  a  propyl 
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a*  that  of  admitting  him  into  the 
,  ill  his  capacity  of  chief  justi 
rnion  pleas.  My  lords,  that  i 
■II  knew,  (bat  it  would  have  been  at 
it  n  ungracious  act,  to  have  taken 
ige  of  that  permanent  affluence, 
the  bounty  of  parliament  had  at- 
»  the  office  of  a  judge,  for  far  dif- 
'urpoSBs,  as  the  means  of  screening 
from  that  risk,  and  reconciling  his 
*  and  his  ambition.  He  felt,  that 
iboot  lomakeasacrince  to  that; 
and  be  felt,  truly,  Ibat  the  sa.cn 
►Lie  bis  private  emolument,  and 

>n  of  his  country.  My  lords,  1 
■.  that  if  some  speedv  and  etfec- 
rdy  be  not  applied  to  this  crying 
(visions  of  William  III.  ami  the 
eign,  lor  securing  the  integrity 
lemicnce  of  the  Judges, 
operate  in  any  other  way  tha 

sir  ambition,   by  pii^hlina 
ie  storms   of  the  political 
■i thou  I    the   Msk    of    shipwreck. 
,  if  the  course  of  precedents 
Sice    was   far  less  strongly  in 


*  no  f0 

oppressiv. 
U  to  1 

1  ar^;.;,.  r 


Pints  familv ; 

: 
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involved  the  daily  comfort  and  the  daily 
security  of  every  man  in  England.  What, 
my  lords,  would  be  the  alarming  situation 
ol  any  individual  in  this  country,  who, 
commenting  ou  [he  general  transactions  of 
government,  with  that  freedom  which  is 
the  birth-ri^bt  of  every  inhabitant  of  thi 
land  we  live  in,  should  thereby  i 
displeasure  of  government,  and  a  prosecu- 
tion, under  their  direction,  by  the  attorney- 
general  f  JlJj/  lards,  he  -would  be  sent  to 
tut:c  his  tr'ml  in  that  very  court,  where  one  ~* 
the  ministers  chain  he  had  accused  and  in 
t'ifed,  would  preside — mid  preside  no!  inertly 
!o  direct  and  inj'ttenct  liiejuru,  but  tvaituaittf 
in  hit  oiun  person,  to  a-xard  the  amount  of 
his  fine,  and  the  darali'm  of  his  imprisonment ; 
and,  my  lords,  let  me  be  permitted  to 
state  auother  case,  and  to  suppose,  for  the 
ke  of  argument,  that  the  other  house 
should  direct  the  attorney-general 
stitute  a  criminal  prosecution  against  one 
of  his  majesty's  present  ministers,  what, 
my  lords,  would  be  the  sentiments  of  in- 
dignation excited  Irotn  one  end  of  the 
intry  to  the  other,  to  tie  that  minister 
'  as  a  stale  criminal  to  tie  biir  o/  a  court 
inhere  his  colleague  tils  to  Judge  him  f  I 
may  be  told  that  these  are  eases  which  are 
not  likely  to  occur,  and  that  under  such 
nces  the  learned  judge  would 
jm  attending.  1  desire  no  better 
ie  incompatibility  of  the  two  si- 
;baulhis;  namely,  thai  in  order  to 
do  bis  duty  as  a  man,  he  must  desert  his 
duty  as  a  judge,  or  as  a  minister  ;  and  I 
mst  observe  besides,  that  i  d'.-sire  a  better 
fCurity  for  the  persons  and  property  of 
ly  countrymen,  than  the  discretion  of 
iy  mortal  breathing.  My  lords,  the 
oble  lord  who  now  presides  upon  the 
woolsack,  h^s  long  been  the  friend  of  liber- 
ty and  the  constitution;  I  trust  I  shall 
his  support  and  countenance  on  this 
He  cannot,  I  assure  him,  feel 
for  the  happiness  and  liberties  of  the 
people  than  1  do;  and  if  we  have  not  al- 
ways agreed  upon  what  measures  we 
thought  the  best  calculated  to  promote  and 
■e  these  great  and  import  am  objects; 
at  least,  we  cannot  iail  to  concur, 
that  both  are  intimately  and  inseparably 
nnected  with  the  purity  and  perfection 
of  public  justice.  I  well  know  the  senti- 
of  that  noblelord  on  the  importance 
1  by  uninfluenced  juries,  and  by  im- 
1  judges.  I  know  the  indignation 
would  be  kindled  in  his  bosom, 
.  single   individual  in  the  country  ti* 
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attempt,  by  the  ties  of  private  friendship, 
or  the  influence  of  social  habits,  to  tamppr 
with  a  single  juryman  in  the  most  unim- 
portant  trial.     I  well  know   the  jealousy 
with    which  that  noble  lord  would   have 
challenged,  on  the  part  of  a  client,   the 
name  of  a  single  juryman  who  was  neces- 
sarily prejudiced  in  the  cause,  or  who  was, 
in  any  way,  identified  with  the  prosecuting 
party.     In  the  name  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land,  I  demand  that  the  same  principles 
may  be  applied  to  the  twelve  Judges.   I  de- 
sire that  they  may  not  be  placed  in  situations 
where  they  can  be  supposed  to  be  tampered 
with  by  the   king's  ministers  ;  1  desire  that 
they  may  not   go  down  to  their  courts, 
talked  over  by  their  colleagues  in  office, 
animated   by    the  same   feelings,   partici- 
pating in  the  same  interests,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  same   prejudices  and   the 
same  habits.     Far  am  I  from  being  one  of 
those  who  tliiuk  the  atmosphere  of  Dow- 
ning-street   and    St.   James's   so    impure, 
that  nothing  can  escape  it  unpolluted  ;  but 
of  this  I  am  sure,  that  neither  the  palace 
nor  the  treasury,  are  fitted  to  be  the  daily 
resort  of  British   Judges.      No  man    will 
go  further  than  I  would  in  increasing  their 
affluence  and  augmenting  their  comforts, 
or  in  opening  to  them  the  door  to  those 
fair  honours  which  they   may  properly  en- 
joy ;  but,  in  considering  their  interests,  I 
will  never  lose  sight  of  the  more  important 
interests  of  my  country  ;  nor  will  I,  whilst 
I  breathe,  silently  submit  to  see  the  Judges 
taken  from  that  middle  station  between  the 
subjects  of  the  crown,  and  those  who  exer- 
cise its  political  functions,  which  is  their 
proper  sphere;  and  where  alone  they  can 
maintain  that  character  for  independence 
and   uprightness    which  his  majesty   was 
graciously   pleased    to  recommend   in    a 
speech  from  that  throne,   as  essential  to 
the  impartial  administration  of  justice,  as 
one  of.  the  best  securities  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  his  subjects,  and  as  most  con- 
ducive to  the  honour  of  the  crown.     1  shall 
conclude  what  I  have  to  urge,   by  reading 
a  passage  from   Mr.  justice    Blacks  tone. 
"  In  this  distinct  and  separate  existence 
of  the  judicial  power,  in  a  peculiar  body  of 
men,  nominated  indeed,  but  not  remove- 
able  at  pleasure,  by  the  crown,  consists 
one  main  preservative  of  the  public  liberty ; 
which  cannot  subsist  long  in  any  state, 
unless  the  administration  of  common  jus- 
tice be  in  some  degree  separated  both  frym 
the  legislative,  and   also  from  the  execu- 
tive power.     Were  it  joined  with  the  legis- 


lative, the  life,  liberty,  and  property 
subject,  would  be  in  the  hands  of  at 
Judges,   whose  decisions   would  b 
regulated  only  by  their  own  opinio 
not  by  any  fundamental  principles  < 
which,  though  legislators  may  depai 
yet  Judges  are  bound  to  observe, 
it  joined   with  the  executive,  this 
might  soon  be  an  over-balance  fb] 
gislative.     For  which  reason,   by . 
tute  of  1(>  Car*  1.  c.  10.  which  al 
the  court  of  star-chamber,  effectu 
is  taken  to  remove  all  judicial  po 
of  the  hands  of  the  king's  privy « 
who,  as  then  was  evident  from  re 
stances,  might  soon  be  inclined 
nounce  that  for  law,  which  was  mo* 
able  to  the  prince  or  his  officers.     1 
therefore  is  more  to  be  avoided  i 
constitution,  than  uniting  the  prov 
a  judge  and  a  minister  of  state 
lord&hip  concluded  with  moving  f 
tion,  stating  it  as  the  opinion  of  th 
"  that  it  was  highly  inexpedient,  i 
ded  to  weaken  the  administration  ol 
to  summon  to  any  committee  or  a 
of  the  privy  council,  any  of  the  1 
his  majesty's  courts  of  common  lav 
the  question  being  put, 

Lord  St,  John  saidv  he  gave  tl 
lord   full  credit  for  his  assertions, 
was  actuated  by  no  party-feeling  : 
ing  forward  the  present  motion,  oi 
personal  motives  with  regard  to  tl 
and   learned    lord   who  was   the 
chief  justice  of  the  court  of  King'f 
He  was  perfectly  convinced  that  t 
lord  had  not  been,  influenced,  by  a 
sidei utiou  of  that  nature,,  nor  by  4 
embairass    his    majesty's  mimstf 
were,  in  fact,  indebted  to  tlie  no 
for  bringing  forward  this  motion*  ii 
as  it    brought  a  subject,  into  dii 
respecting  which    much  misappr, 
had  gone  abroad,   but  which   he 
would,  by  the  discussion  of  this  i 
completely  done  away.    The  pre 
itself,  as  made  by  the  noble  lord,  i 
abstract  nature,  and  he  did  no] 
possible  good   that  could,  arise 
adoption.     He  did  not  mean  to  1 
Montesquieu  for  the  law  or  consti 
England,  neither  upon  such,  a  sut 
he  acknowledge  such  an  author 
surely  the  noble  lord  must  have  £ 
for.  the  moment,  the  place  in  whic 
speaking,  when  he  advanced  gene 
ries,  tending  to  prove,    not  mei 
the  judicial  and  executive  funptio 
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I  vA  to  be  united,  hut  that  the  judicial  and 
I  legislative  functions  ought  to  be  kept 
I  onrfy  distinct.  Such  a  doctrine  in  t 
house  could  never  be  recognised  as  A  part 
of  llie  law  or  constitution  of  England, 
■heTe  it  had  uniformly  been  the  practice 
U>  blend,  in  repeated  instances,  the  judicial 
■ad  legislative  character. 
pore  how  little,  relative  to  the  ennsutu- 
"I"  of  this  country,  could  lie  gathered 
Montesquieu.  He  should  look  to 
r  sources  lor  infunuiition  upon  that 
tabject,  namely,  the  Statute  Book,  and 
it  practice  and  usage  (if  the  country, 
-ooking  at  the  subject  in  this  point  of 
i  be  should  trouble  their  lordships  with 
few  observations  us  to  the  precedents  by 
*  liie  measure  that  had  given  rise  to 
motion,  was  supported,  and  which  the 
noble  lord  had  not  quoted.  Instead  of 
e  being  only  one  solitary  precedent. 
precedents  were  numerous,  and  all 
to  establish  the  same  point.  Of 
[  period  antecedent  to  the  revolution, 
should  say  little,  because  the  precedents 
<"e  that  period  might  be  considered  as 
ire  strictly  applicable.  He  could  not 
>id,  however,  referring  to  two  or  three 
«s,  one  of  which  was  a  statute  of  Ed- 
rd  III.  Which  enacted  the  establishment 
a  council  to  assist  and  advise  his  ma- 
jetty,  and  which  expresslv  nppoirrted  the 
'-href  justice  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench 
to  be  a  meoiber  of  that  council.  A  more 
remarkable  precedent  occurred  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.  in  the  year  lGj"J,  when  sir 
William  Temple  advised  the  kiiig  to  esta- 
Usb  a  pnvy  council,  lor  the  purpose  of 
conciliating  the  people,  and  rendering  the 
government  more  popular.  A  privy  coun- 
eS  was  in  consequence  ajbcmbled,  con 
latting  of  fifteen  persons,  who  held  ollices, 
tad  of  ten  members  of  that  house,  and 
(w  of  the  other  house,  who  were  not  in 
f.  The  king  addressed  them  at  their 
meeting,  stating  the  reasons  why  cer- 
person*  holding  offices  were  summon- 
o  attend  the  council.  Thu  lord  high 
torer,  his  majesty  stated,  was  sum- 
advice  relative  to  finance ; 
lord  high  admiral,  on  matters  relating 
navy;  and  the  lord  ln,'h  i_haurvil.jr, 
e  chief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench, 
expressly  stated,  to  give  advice  to 
majesty  on  matters  relating  to  law. 
all  the  precedents  anterior  to 
lotion  with  whnh  he  would  tmu- 
lordships,  only  stating  hy  the  bye 
act  of  Heury  Vlll.  out  oi  which  arose 
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the  establishment  of  a  phvv  council,  and 
whose  dutv  was  stated  to  be  to  examine 
into  matters  of  sedition,  &c.  and  commit 
the  utfcnders. — Subsequent  to.  the  Revo- 
lution, the  precedents  were  numerous. 
The  act  df  the  4th  and  5th  of  Anne  was 
strictly  ili  point.  By  that  act,  which  went 
to  make  provision  respecting  the  -P rotes t- 
nnt  succession,  a  regency  was  established 
in  the  event  of  the  successor  to  the  throne 
being  out  of  the  kingdom  at  the  pe- 
riod of  the  queen's  demise,  and  the  chief 
justice  of  the  King's  Bench  was  expressly 
nominated  a  member  of  that  regency,  in 
which  he  was  not  merely  to  he  an  adviser, 
but  himself  acting  immediately  in  an  exe- 
cutive capacity.  A  similar  act  was  passed 
during  the  minority  of  bis  present  majesty, 
after  the  death  of  ihe  late  prince  of  Wales; 
and  iil^o  after  the  birth  of  the  present 
prince  of  Wales,  in  both  of  which  the 
:hief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench  was  ex- 
pressly included.  All  these  precedents, 
therefore,  fully  recognised  the  principle 
with  respect  to  the  chief  justice  of  the 
King's  Bench  assisting  in  his  majesty"! 
councils,  and  proved  that  it  was  an  esi 
Wished  principle  in  the  law  and  consti- 
tution of  the  country.  With  respect  t 
the  objection  started  by  the  noble  lord 
?gahis'.  chief  justices  concurring  in  prese- 
nt ions  against,  nr  attending  the  examina- 
ions  of  pi'rsons  whom  they  were  after- 
wards to  try  in  their  capacity  as  judges, 
it  bad  beer,  the  constant  practice  for  chief 
justices  to  attend  on  such  occasions.  Two 
llnee  precedents  occurred  to  him  at  the 
moment ;  one  in  the  year  17+6',  when  lord 
chief  justice  Lee  attended  at  the  exami- 
n  taken  against  several  persons  who 
concerned  in  the  rebellion  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  who  were  afterwards  tried 
lor  such  offences.  In  the  year  I7S0,  also, 
lord  Loughborough,  then  chief  justice  of 
';he  court  of  Common  Pleas,  attended  in  a 
,imilar  manner  upon  the  examinations  re- 
ipecting  several  persons  concerned  in  the 
-iuts  of  that  year.  At  a  still  later  period, 
lord  chief  justice  F.yrt- attended  the  council, 
n  the  examination  against  the  persons 
ho  were  afterwards,  as  it  was  well  known, 
ii  led  before  the  same  judge.  All  these 
thorities  were,  he  tiuiccued,  amply  suffi- 
cient  to  establish  that  the  measure  com- 
i.lamed  of  relative  to  the  present  chief 
a  of  the  court  of  King's  B'uch,  was 
fully  sanctioned  by  the  usage  and  practice 
of  the  constitution.  Fori i lied  in  thisposi- 
i,  he  could  not  yield  to  thegeneral  then- 
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ries  of  Montesquieu,  which,  if  they  ap- 
plied at  all  to  the  subject,  applied  in  a 
much  more  general  way  than  the  noble 
lord  could  wish  to  extend  his  ideas  upon 
the  subject,  neither  could  he  consent  to 
vote  an  abstract  proposition,  which  could 
answer  no  useful  purpose,  nor  be  produc- 
tive of  any  practical  good. 

Lord  El  dan*  on  entering  into  the  con  si- 
deration  of  this  question,  disclaimed   the 
idea  that  it  was  a  question  respecting  any 
individual,    or    any   administration.      lie 
considered  it  as  a  question  of  much  supe- 
rior importance,  as  relating   to  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  in  this  country.     He 
felt  the  highest  respect  and  veneration  for 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  (Elleuborough), 
and  it  would  give  him  the  greatest  pain  if 
it  were  supposed,  that  the  observations  he 
should  make  proceeded  from  any  personal 
disrespect;  so  far  from  it,  it  was  in  order 
to  express  his  respect  for   that  noble  and 
learned  lord,  that  he  was  induced  to  attend 
upon  this  occasion,     lie  did  not  mean  to 
contend,  nor  could  he  hear  it  argued,  that 
the  appointment  of  that  noble   lord   to  a 
seat  in  the  Cabinet  was  illegal.     It  certain- 
ly was  not  illegal.     Neither  would  he  say, 
that  it  was  unconstitutional :  but  he  rose 
to  state,  that,  although  the   appointment 
was  not  contrary  to  the  law  or  the  consti- 
tution, yet  that  there  existed  reasons  which 
made  it  unadvisable  or  inexpedient.     The 
reasons  which    weighed    upon    his  mind 
were  of  a  delicate   nature.      It   was  not 
enough  that  the  administration  of  justice 
should  be  perfectly  free  and  uninfluenced 
by  government ;  it  was  not  enough  that  it 
should  be  pure;  but  it  should  also  be  be- 
yond the  reach  of  suspicion,  and  so  exer- 
cised, as  to  give  perfect  satisfaction  to  ail 
his  majestv's  subjects.     There  were  manv 
analogies  and  precedents  against  the  uniting 
the  functions  of  chief  iustice  with  a  seat  in 
the  Cabinet.     Although,  in  order  to  shew 
that  it  lud  been  before  united,  the  solitary 
instance  of  lord  Mansfield  might  be  urged, 
yet  it  must  also  be  recollected  how  ex- 
tremely unpopular  that  noble  and  eminent 
per>on  became  after  he  had  united  those 
Stations,  and  how  that  unpopularity  huim 
to  him  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
Perhaps  it   was    an    ill-founded  jealousy 
which  existed  in  the  minds  of  the  pubiic, 
but  stili  it  was  sufficient   to  weaken  the 
ronfider.ee  thev  ou^ht  to  place  in  the  ju- 
d lei al  character.     For  his  pan,  he  was  so 
tvell  acquainted  with  the  nolle  and  iearsse-i 
lord,  that  he  Kit  personally  the  uinic^: 


confidence  that  it  would  not,  in  a 

gree,  affect  the"  purity  of  the  ad  minis 

of  justice,  if  lord  Elleuborough  had 

in  the  Cabinet.     It  was  not  for  his  s 

tion,  or  for  the  satisfaction  of  tho 

had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  and 

ciating  the    integrity  and    worth  « 

noble  lord,  but  it  was  for  the  gen* 

tisfaction  of  the  natiou  at  large,  i 

thought  that  the  chief  justice  ought 

have  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet.     He' 

disowned  and  disclaimed  every  ides 

appointment  being  either  illegal  or 

stitutional,  but  still  he  thought  th 

pediency   of  it  so  great,    that  he 

when  the  noble  lord  reflected  on 

would  not   himself  wish  to  retain  » 

in   the   Cabinet.      When   he  hims 

often  been  consulted  iu  examination 

sedition  and  treason,   he  should  h 

that  it  would  not  be  proper,  for  hi 

as  judge  to  try  those  persons  whoa 

cutions  he  might  have  advised.     ] 

be  said,  that  it  might  be  so  arrang 

either  the  chief  justice  should  no 

the  Cabinet  when  questions  were  tc 

tated  which  might  afterwards  conn 

him  for  trial.,  or,  if  he  had  attend* 

might  stay  away  from  the  court  o; 

Bench,  and  leave  the  trial  to  others, 

he  was  appointed  a  Cabinet  min 

however,  became  his  duty  to  atte 

it  was  a  duty  still  stronger  for  hi: 

tend  his  court,  for  the  subjects  oft 

had  a  riaht  to   the  assistance  of 

chief  justice  in  the  administratioi 

tice.     Although  in  the  prosecution 

before  alluded  to,  the  offences  v 

against  any  particular  administrate 

vernment,  but  went  to  overturn  all 

ment,  yet  he  might  suppose  a  cas 

the  Cabinet  council  might  think  i 

to  prosecute  some  libel  against  the 

ment,  or,  in  plain  English,  against ' 

sures  of  the  persons  composing  tl 

lustration.     Were  such  a  case  to  c 

did  not  think  it  possible  that  th 

accused  could  be  satisfied  of  the 

of  their  trial,  if  the  judge  who  w 

them  was  a  member  of  that  Cabin 

had  ordered  the  prosecution.     T 

tion  was  not,  whether  those  who  1 

noble  lord,  as  he  did,  would  not  ft 

feet  security  in  his  integrity  ;  it  « 

iher  the  people  at  large  would  fe 

<e- ves  as  safe  as  if  precedents  and  i 

had  been  followed.     It  might  be  i 

lord  chief  iu  slice  Evre    had  trii 

pernor.*  upon  whose  case  he  had  | 
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informed  and  consulted  :  he  by  no 
Bmidered  that  as  among  the  inosi 
tone-arable  pails  of  the  life  of  lord  chief 
.    juniie  tyre-     He  had  himself  been  con- 
"■■  '.    with    lord    Elk  11  borough   for   near 
irtv   veara,    by   the   sinccresi   friendship, 
d  il  even  he  could  suppose  that  this  per- 
il friendship  could  be  at  nil  weakened 
Ntny  tiling  which  be  had  said  that  night, 
k  i  til  I   loll  iimistlf  so  strongly  impelled 
I   of  duty,  that  he  could  not 
il  stating  his  sentiments.      He  though! 
expediency  was  so  great  and  so  strik- 
I,  thai  he  felt  it  bis  duty  to  state  it.     Had 
a  the  situation  of  lord  chief  jus- 
I  been  offered  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet, 
,   probably,    have  accepted  of  it, 
a  lie  should  have  heard   [he  objftC- 
«  that  hud   been  now  urged,   he  would 
signed    il.      He   thought   that  the 
a  wav  ol  disposing  of  the  question  was, 
d  leave   it  to  the  consideration  of  the  na- 
r  lord  himself,  and  he  was  convinced  the 
u  1<J   be  more  satisfactory  bolh  to 
:oiu  feelings  and  to   those  of  the  pub- 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  observed,  that  a 
i  of  alarm,  which  had  slept 
r  a  hundred  yeai 


i  the  eye; 


lower  the  new 
if  the  peopli 
■nee  which 


table  characters  v 


tegnty  as  those  rcspi 
composed  the  presen 
to  bauish  the  joy  with  which  all 
Men  witnessed  the  paternal  care  of  his 
awjesty,  in  calling  forth  persons  of  the 
Boat  exalted  talents  to  direct  the  atiairs  ol 
the  country.  If  all  this  alarm  was  allowed  ; 
if  it  was  found  that  the  public  was 
trrmely  uneasy  (and  indeed,  for  his  i 
part,  he  heard  no  uneasiness  expressed 
where) ;  if  this  alarm,  in  shorti  was 
fcunded,  his  objection  to  the  motion 
soil  stronger  than  ever,  because  it.wi 
re  the  evil  complained  oi.  It  wc 
prevent  any  privy  counsellor  from 
his  advice  to  the  king  in  the  cha- 
f  a  judge.     A  very  great 

a   confounding  the 

ith  the  committee  of  th< 

1.    The  king  had  an  undoubted 

:all  any  privy  counsellor  to  that 

Because  fur  a  iuuhWt  of  years 

occurred  of  a  judge  being  of 

ittee,  that   was    no    argument 

C  practice  was  unconstitutional, 

beard    a  complaint    «f   any   injury 


iffered  from  a  judge  being  of  the  king's 
council..    And    if  any    reform     was     nuw 
deemed  necessary,  let  a  law  be  passed   to 
declare  that  no  judge  shall  sit  in  the  coun- 
1.      But  there   was  no   occasion  for  such 
law  ;  because  no  grievance  was  to  be  re- 
lOved.     He  did  not  believe  that  any  such 
^easiness  as  was  stated,  rested  on  the  pub- 
e  mind,  on  the  appointment  in  question. 
If  this  motion  was  carried,  all  judges  must 
be  excluded  from  the  privy  council  as  well 
the  Cabinet.     He  could    not  avoid   de- 
precating, the  moment  at  which  this  mo- 
tion was  made.     It  was  necessary  that  the 
administration,  ro  execute  the  ardu- 
duty  which  at   this  moment  ofdauger 
tbey  had  undertaken  to  perform,  should 
the  public  voice  and  opinion  in  their 
ir.     Without   public   confidence,    all 
their  talents  could  avail  nothing.    He  eon- 
lidered  this  motion  to  be   one  as  ill-timed 
and  injudicious  as   any  that  that  ever  wai 
made,  and,  if  agreed  lo,  it  would  be  of  no 

Lord  linringdon  said  it  was  3  very  diffi- 
cult thing  to  ascertain  the  bulk  of  the  pub- 
lic opinion  during  so  short  a  period  as  that 
which  had  elapsed  since  the  appointment 
in  question.  For  his  own  part,  be  believed 
the  measure  had  communicated  throughout 
the  public  a  general  sentiment  of  dissatis- 
faction and  distrust.  He  wanted  no  re- 
form or  alteration.  His  only  object  was 
to  preserve  the  liberty  of  the  subject  en- 
tire, and  in  doing  that  there  was  no  occa- 
sion to  go  back  to  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 
Those  who  were  called  cabinet  counsellors, 
were  the  responsible  advisers  of  the  king. 
It  was  a  matter  of  notoriety,  that  the  lord 
chiel  justice  was  not  habitually  summoned 
to  the  council.  He  was  also  the  first  cri- 
minal judge  in  the  country.  The  two  si- 
tuations  were  incompatible;  and  of  all  the 
absurd  constitutions  which  modern  consti- 
tution-mongers had  adopted,  none  were 
more  discordant  than  that  of  the  chief  cri- 
minal judge  being  at  the  same  time  a  mi- 
nister of  state.  Suppose  the  case  of  a  book, 
declared  by  the  Cabinet  to  be  a  libel  on  his 
majesty's  government,  and  the  author  or- 
dered to  be  prosecuted;  was  it  fitting  that 
such  person  should  be  tried  by  a  chief  jus- 
tice who  was  at  the  same  time  one  of  hit 
majesty's  Cabinet  ministers,  and  conse- 
quently one  of  the  prosecutors  of  the  very 
person  whom  he  was  trying?  He  did  not 
wish  to  make  the  slightest  personal  allu- 
sion to  the  present  chief  justice  of  the 
King's  Bench,    but  merely  to   argue  the 
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question  upon  general  principles.  Argu- 
ing in  this  way,  it  was  well  known  that 
the  Judges  of  the  court  of  common  law 
held  their  offices  for  life,  or  at  least  could 
only  be  removed  for  misconduct.  It  might 
happen  that  a  judge  who  was  also  a  Cabinet 
minister,  might,  in  his  office  of  judge,  ad- 
minister justice  with  unsullied  honour  and 
unimpeachable  integrity,  but  who  as  one 
of  the  king's  ministers  and  confidential  ad. 
visers»  might  be  impeached  at  their  lord- 
ships' bar  for  high  crimes  and  misdemea- 
nours. He  would  then  be  placed  in  the 
singular  situation  of  attending  half  his  time 
as  a  judge  upon  the  bench  to  administer 
justice,  and  the  other  half  aiv  their  lord- 
ships' bar  to  defend  himself  against  an  im- 
peachment for  high  crimes  and  misdemea- 
nours. It  was  not  merely  from  eminent 
writers,  that  a  disapprobation  of  the  gene- 
ral principle  of  such  an  union  of  offices 
might  be  gathered,  but  it  had  met  in  that 
house  with  marked  reprobation  from  the 
late  marquis  of  Lansdowne,  after  the  late 
lord  Mansfield  had  confessed  that  he  had 
acted  as  a  Cabinet  minister,  whilst  hold- 
ing the  office  of  chief  Justice  of  the  court 
of  King's  Bench. 

Lord  Sidmovth  agreed  with  the  noble 
lord  who  spoke  last,  and  with  a  noble  and 
learned  lord  (Eldon)  who  had  spoken  ear- 
lier in.  the  debate,  that  this  was  a  question 
of  very  great  importance  in  a  constitutional 
view.  He  also  agreed  with  the  same  noble 
and  learned  lord,  that  it  was  necessary 
that  the  administration  of  justice  in  this 
country  should  not  only  be  free  and  un- 
fettered by  the  crown,  but  that  the  purity 
of  it  should  be  beyond  the  reach  of  suspi- 
cion ;  and  if  in  the  present  instance  it 
could  be  urged,  that  there  was  any  reason- 
able ground  of  suspicion,  he  would  admit 
that  no  pressure  of  circumstances  would 
make  the  time  improper  for  the  discussion. 
He  had  felt  a  strong  desire  to  reply  to  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  Sooner,  but  had 
been  prevented  by  the  rising  of  another 
peer;  he  was  happy,  however,  to  have 
heard  from  the  authority  of  the  noble  and 
learned  lord,  that  the  appointment  in  ques- 
tion was  not  illegal,  and  that  it  was  not 
unconstitutional ;  nevertheless,  the  noble 
lord  had  said,  that  if  he  had  been  lord 
chief  justice,  and  had  been  offered  a  seat 
in  the  Cabinet,  he  should  not  have  object- 
ed to  it  in  the  first  instance,  but  that  if 
ha  had  accepted  it,  he  should  have  re- 
signed it  upon  more  full  and  mature  con- 
sideration ef  the  inexpediency  of  his  re- 
3 


taining  that  seat.    The  noble  and 
lord  (Eldon)  had  declared  his  gl 
spect  for  the  high  character  of  tl 
chief  justice,  and  had  stated-  thai 
from    motives    of   personal    rega 
friendship  to  him  that  he  bad  that 
tended  in  his  place.     He  must  sta 
in  personal  regard  and  friendship 
lord  chief  justice,  he  could  not  j 
any  man ;  but  that  was  not  the  CO; 
tion  that  induced  him  to  attend  u1 
occasion*     It  was  a  sense  of  dut 
country  that  made  it  necessary  foi 
defend  the  conduct  of  his  majesty' 
dential   advisers  who   recommend 
appointment.     For  his  part,  if  he 
tertained  the  least  doubt  of  the 
ment  being  strictly  legal,  and  coni 
to  the  constitution    and    to    est 
practice,  he  should  not  nave  attet 
support  it,  although  he  was  con  vim 
in  the  present  instance,  it  would 
rious  injury  to  the  country,  to  d&] 
majesty  and  the  nation  of  the  abili 
assistance  of  lord  Elleftborough 
councils  on  public  affairs.     He  v 
vinced  that   the  lord   chief  justi 
personally  feel  great  uneasiness 
gret  at  the  public  discussion  thai 
pointment  had  produced.     He  hit 
sorry  that  any  doubts   should  hi 
entertained  on  the  subject,  6r  tli 
doubts  should  be  considered  so  at 
to  give  rise  to  a  discussion  whi( 
occasion  some  uneasiness  and  alat 
public  mind;    but  as    those   doi 
been  stated,  and  were  consider* 
of  discussion  at  the  present  tire 
was  necessary  that  the  question  s 
set  at  rest.     It  appeared  to  him, 
tendency  of  the  objections  which 
made  would   be  to  fetter  the  1< 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,    to  I 
sphere  of  public   duty,   and    th 
which  his  majesty  possessed  of  q 
the  advice  of  persons  of  d is t ingulf 
lity,  in  his  privy  council.    Whatev 
tend  to  withdraw  from  the  pubti 
the  great  abilities  of  the  lord  cbil 
he  should  deplore  as  a 'public  c 
but  still  it  would  be  a  sacrifice  1 
be  made,  if  the  law  and  the  coi 
required  it.     The  noble  and  lea' 
(Eldon)  had,  however,  given  up  1 
so  far  as  to  confess,  that  it  was- 1 
or  unconstitutional,  but  -coftsidd 
it  was   so    highly   inexpedient, 
hoped  lord  Ellehborough  would,  i 
sidciation,  resign  his  situation  « 
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4set.      The   subject  had    been    fur   some 
peeks   under    the    consideration    of  lord 
!Qen  bo  rough,  aud  that  noble  and  learned 
>rd  bod    not    pleaded   "  guilty"   to   the 
kaige   of    baviug    accepted     a    situation 
.■ijicli  it  was  not  proper   for  him  to  fill. 
"lie  ease  of  lord  Mansfield    was  by  no 
..■:.;,-,     a     solitary     case,     as    had     been 
turd.      Lord    riardwicke    had    for    six 
itoctlii  united  ll«  offices  of  chief  justice 
ad  chancellor,   and   during   that  lime  sat 
1  the  Cabinet.     There  were  numerous  i; 
luces  of  judges  being  privv  counsellor! 
btie  WCt*  also  instances  of  lords  chief  ju 
■■executing  much  higher  offices  than 
J  01  Cabinet  minister;    although,  cer- 
',  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  many 
X  precedents  could  be  found  for  their 
g  a  seat  among  that  selection  of  privy 
tellers  which  had  been  lately  termed 
r  Cabinet.'     In  the  5th  of  queen  Anne, 
ill  was  passed  for  regulating  the  su.c 
i of  the  crown,  by  which  lords  of  re_ 
!    appointed    to   exercise  all    regal 
is   tor  the   term  of  six   months, 
il  George  I.  or  the  heics  of  the  bouse 
*"  mover,    should    come   over   to   it 
ry.      Among  these  lords  regents  n 
(justice.      This   was    certainly 
e  executive  office  than  that  of  a 
linister.     A  bill  of  such  im 
tote  did  not  pass  without  the  most  set 
teeussion,  and  (feat  differences  of  opinion; 
tano  one  ever  t bought  of  objecting  to 
fclord  chief  justice  being  one  of  the 
|  >•*.    Again,  in  the  year  1751,  there  was 
I  Uwncil  of  rcgoni-y  appointed  by  an  act  of 
|  (triiament,  winch  was  much  discussed  ' 
r?  stage,  and  in  the  discussion  of  which 
re  were  several  conferences  between  t 
MH     The  then   lord  chief  just 
I  *»  in  this  instance  also  appointed  one 
I  "regents,  without  the  slightest  objecli 
I  ■nnjbeen  made  on  account  ofbis  offii 
I  appeared  to  him  to  be  very  strn 
fctti  indeed.     There  had  been  two 
«es  of  lords  chief  justices  havinp  been 
J|  J^e.0W  *PI'oi»ted.  to  exercise  the  fuue- 
»»Jj?a[ royalty;   there  were  the  precedents 
™  Mansfield  and  lordliardwicke.who 
ty  aid  sit  in   the  Cabinet  when  they 
■4eo8ce  of  chief  justice,  and  there 
■•sminierable   instances   of  judges  ha- 
i  privy  counsellors.     There 
9  m  modern  limes  some  change  in 
■J council.  Their  proceedings  were 
:»ffiore  public  nature,  and  cut  con 
"»m«ch  as  they  had  been  in  former 
t  with  the  arcana  of   government. 


He  believed  it  would  be  very  hard  fur  any 
noble  lord  to  point  out  by  the  constitution, 
any  dilfereuce  between  a  privy  counsellor 
and  a  member  of  the  Cabinet.  The  oatlt 
of  a  prwy  counsellor  went  to  every  thing 
which  now  concerns  principally  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet.  The  privy  coun- 
sellor's, oath,  was, '  to  advise  for  the  king's 
honour  and  for  the  good  of  the  people,  to 
keep  secret  his  majesty's  counsels,  and  to. 
help,  strengthen,  and  assist  every  measure 
that  should  be  therein  resolved,  to  enquire 
into  all  offences  against  the  crown  and  the 
government,  and  to  commit  the  offenders 
to  prison,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
brought  to  trial.'  This,  which  was  the 
oath  of  the  privy  counsellor,  differed  scarce 
any  tiling  from  what  was  now  the  office  of 
that  select  number  of  the  privy  council 
called  the  Cabinet.  What  was  no*  done 
by  the  Cabinet,  was  formerly  done  in  the 
privy  council,  and  the  many  judges  who 
had  been  of  the  privy  council  were  there- 
fore then  bound  to  commit  offenders  to 
prison,  who  afterwards  perhaps  were 
brought  to  trial  before  themselves.  The 
noble  and.  learned  lord  (Eldon)  had  said, 
that  although  in  the  cases  where  be  re- 
coannended  prosecutions  there  was  a  con- 
spiracy, not  only  against  the  existing  go- 
vernment, but  a  urn  list,  all  rrovernment,  yet 
that  be  could  conceive  a  case  wherein  the 
Cabinet  might  order  a  prosecution  for  a, 
libel  against  the  ministers,  aud  in  such 
case  it  would  come  to  be  tried  beibre  a 
chief  justice,  who  was  himself  one  of  them. 
It  would  be  as  natural  a  case  to  suppose 
a  libel  against  the  privy  council,  which, 
might  be  deemed  a  proper  subject  for  pro- 
secution. The  same  reason  then  which, 
would  prevent  a  judge  from  having  a  seat 
in  the  Cabinet  should  also  prevent  him 
from  being  a  privy  counsellor,  but  he  would 
venture  to  say,  that  the  objection  bad 
never  been  made  before  the  present  day. 
It  was  allowed,  however,  that  the  appoiut- 
ment  was  not  illegal,  and  therefore  it  did 
appear  to  him  that  merely  to.  say  it  was 
inexpedient,  appeared  something  like  a  per- 
sonal objection.  If  the  thing  was  impro- 
per in  principle,  a  bill  should  be  brought 
iu  to  prevent  it  for  the  future;  but  for  his 
own  part  he  saw  no  inexpediency,  and 
could  perceive  no  other  consequence  likely 
to  follow  from  the  adoption  of  the  mi  lion, 
but  the  loss  of  the  great  talents  of  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  whose  appointment 
was  the  subject  of  the  present  discussion, 
lie  was  not,  however,  much  afraid  of  the 
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public  mind  being  much  agitated  or  alarm- 
ed, with  respect  to  the  determination  of 
the  present  question.  The  country  was 
very  lately  in  considerable  alarm  respect- 
ing its  most  important  interests,  but  that 
alarm  had  considerably  diminished,  and  in 
a  very  few  days  he  was  sure  would  disap- 
pear, and  give  place  to  the  confidence  that 
was  due  to  that  assemblage  of  talents  and 
virtue  which  his  majesty  had  united  in  ad- 
ministration. The  people  of  this  country 
were  not  attached  to  new  theories  and  in- 
novations, but  were  contented  to  preserve 
their  excellent  constitution  in  the  state 
they  found  it  before  the  present  question  ; 
lie  was  convinced  the  general  feeling  was 
satisfaction  at  finding  a  man  of  such  great 
abilities  as  lord  Ellenborough  called  to  his 
majesty's* councils.  The  noble  and  learned 
lord  (Eldon)  had  said,  that  he  was  perfect- 
ly convinced  that  the  possessing  a  seat  in 
the  Cabinet  would  not  at  all  influence  the 
judicial  conduct  of  the  chief  justice :  he 
felt  convinced  that  the  people  at  large  were 
of  the  same  opinion,  and  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  under  him  would  not 
only  be  pure,  but  above  all  suspicion.  The 
people  knew  well,  that  a  judge  exercised 
his  functions  under  the  eye  of  public  ob- 
servation. He  could  not  lift  up  his  eyes 
and  look  in  the  face  the  jury  and  the  re- 
spectable and  eminent  men  in  the  profes- 
sion of  the  law,  if  he  was  not  conscious  of 
the  most  perfect  purity  in  his  motives. 
This  public  observation  was  a  most  whole- 
some and  salutary  check  and  controul  over 
the  judges  and  all  the  magistrates  of  the 
land.  Although  the  chief  justice  might 
have  many  political  adversaries,  he  did 
not  believe  there  were  any  who  could  rea- 
sonably entertain  a  doubt  or  suspicion  of 
his  being  influenced  in  his  functions  as  a 
judge,  by  his  political  situation  or  connec- 
tions. Of  the  many  great  men  who  had 
presided  in  the  court  of  chancery,  lord 
Somers,  lord  Hardwicke,  lord  Thurlow, 
and  the  noble  and  learned  lord  (Eldon),  he 
never  had  heard  the  slightest  suspicion 
thrown  out  that  their  conduct  in  their 
legal  capacity  was  at  all  influenced  by  their 
political  connections.  And  yet,  it  appear- 
ed to  him,  that  the  situation  of  lord  chan- 
cellor was  much  more  dependent  upon  the 
crown  than  that  of  lord  chief  justice.  The 
lord  chancellor  could  be  removed  at  plea- 
sure. The  situation  of  lord  chief  justice 
was  for  life.  Besides,  that  the  lord  chief 
justice  decided  instantly  the  cases  that 
came  before  him,  there  was  no  opportu- 


nity   for    private    communications 
made  to  influence  his  determinatior 
was  bound  to  determine  by  a  precis 
the  lex  script  a  ;  whereas  the  lord  cha 
must  determine,  in  a  great  mease 
the  general  principles  of  equity  wbid 
in  his  own  breast.     If,  therefore,  i 
to  be  put  entirely  as  a  question  of 
dieuce,  he  could  see  no  reason  whj 
more  inexpedient,  generally  speakin 
a  lord  chief  justice  should  have  a 
the  Cabinet,  than  that  the  lord  cha 
should  sit  there.     For  these  reaa 
felt  a  perfect  conviction  in  his  min 
the  motion  could    produce  no  be 
effect ;  but  that  it  would  only  tend 
elude  his  majesty  from  calling  to  hi 
cil,  many  men  of  great  abilities, 
diminish  the  number  of  those  whi 
naturally  be  looked  to  for  advice 
sistance.      The  noble  lord  conclu 
declaring,  that,  under  these  impress 
felt  it  his  duty  to  give  his  negative 
motion. 

Lord  Mulgrave  professed  to  fee 
respect  for  the  character  of  the  nc 
learned  lord  (Ellenborough)  in  his 
capacity,  but  disapproved  of  the 
uniting  in  the  same  person  the  ver 
ent  characters  of  minister  of   st 
judge  in  a  criminal  court.     He  w» 
no  means  wish  to  agitate  this  or  ai 
question  with  a  view  of  diminist 
confidence  that  he   thought  it  n 
the  present  government    should 
the  actual   circumstances  of  affa 
his  part,  he  felt  no  want  of  confidi 
jealousy  of  the  present  governmei 
he  saw  the  noble  lord  (Granville] 
head  of  it.     There  were  parts  of 
ministration  which,  if  they  stoo 
would  not  have  obtained  his  coi 
but,  united  as  they  were,  he  sa\a 
sonable  ground  for  jealousy  or 
As  to  the  word    "Cabinet/'  alt] 
might  have  been  but  lately   int 
still  it  was  a  term  that  was  gene] 
derstood,  not  only  in  this  countr 
over  Europe.    The  members  of  t 
net  were  considered'  the  responsi! 
sers  of  the  crown,  and  the  lord  cbie 
iu  that  capacity,  might  be  brougfa 
bar  and   impeached,    uhen    his 
might  be  necessary  in  the  King's  , 
his  judicial  capacity.     As  a  tnin 
majesty  might  be  addressed  to  rer 
from  his  presence  and  councils  for 
yet,  as  lord  chief  justice,  his  inaje 
not  remove  him,  as  long  as  in  bu 
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:ity  he  should  conduct  himself  with 
reproach,      it   was   lor   these   reason; 
it  appeared   Id  1iim  generally  incxpe 
t  tliat  a  lord  chief  justice  should  be 
tailed    to   a   seat   in    the  Cabinet.      A 
lord   E-l!tiil)i  ironjdi,  peisonally,   he   bid    a 
peat  respect  for  his  character  as  a  judge, 
bet   !  =  >'    did    not   know   what   great  service 
■m  to  be   expected   (rum  him  in  the  Ca 
tam-t.      As  lo  (its  knowledge  or  experienct 
»  to  matters   in   law  (great  as  it  undoubt- 
nth-  was),    yet    the    government  did  not 
appear  particularly  to  he  in  need  of  that 
fcrral  advice,    when   they  had   a  lord  chan- 
o-llur  niiu  had  such  extensive  experience 
el  the    hi*,   and   when   they   could   be  as- 
UiUd  by  the  advice  of  the  attorney-general 
wni  of  the  solicitor-general  (Mr.  Koinilly), 
■ho  bad   perhaps  as  much  experience  in 
ttjuitv  as  the   lord  chancellor   had   in    the 
(uorts  of  law.      As   to   general  politics,  it 
caaht    not    be  supposed   that   lord   Ellen- 
toTOkigl)  had  more  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
part than  any  other  man  in  the  kingdom,  of 
^cultivated  niin-..     His  professional  habits 
Boat  have  prevented  (lira  from  giving  as 
inch  attention   to   these  subjects  as  other 
ftnoas ;  and,  in   point  of  fact,  while  he 
had    been   in   parliament,   whether   as   at- 
;y-geoeral  in  the  lower  bouse,  or  as  a 
'    "  hoiii-e,  he  had  taken  very  little 
.iions  of  general  politics.     He 
ild  not  sec  what  necessity  there 
w»  for  giving  hirn  a  place  in  the  Cabinet. 
— Bat,  in  truth,  the  situation  of  a  Cabinet 
■Ulster,  was  totally  incompatible  with  that 
of  chief  justice  ;  since,  to  mix  with  the  pro- 
viikins, enquiries,  and  directions  lor  a  pro- 
Wctrticti,  was  inconsistent  with  the  unpre- 
jmbced  (Hal  afterward).     It  was,  for  in- 
Mutce,  not  unusual  for    the    Cabinet  to 
order  the   trial   of    persons   for  libels   on 
fjrtiun  prino  s  ;   ivluit  would  lie  the  eonse- 
Jjofficr,  in  that  ca^e,  of  a  truil  he  fore  such 
apolitical  judge P   If  on  the  conviction  of 
saaie  such  writer,  the  judge  were  to  pass  u 
•were  sentence  upon   him,  might  not  the 
Sablit  justly  complain   that  hewassacri- 
to  the   political  motive   of  standing 
with  such   foreign  prince?  And  if,  on 
euotrury,  a  lenient  sentence  was  fre- 
ight not  the  prince  ascribe  the 
Otutnstance    to    the    government    with 
■h    be   was    politically   connected?    A 
tjfcfjusdce   of  the  King's  Bench  held  his 
Msstiou   independent  of    the   pleasure  of 
la  (Town;   not  so  a  member  of  the  Ca- 
fart.     In  every  v. ay,  therefore,  it  was  an 
(HNUitltseut  uljxh  lie  could   not  sunctioii 
Tol.  VI. 


with  his  approbation,  and  he  should  cer- 
tainly vote  for  the  motion  of  Hip  noble  earl. 

The  Karl  of  Carnarvon  bad  not  heard  an 
argument  that  tended  even  to  stagger  Ids 
iiiuid  on  the  propriety  of  the  appointment. 
He  considered  the  motion  as  a  thing  un- 
precedented in  British  history.  It  was  a 
direct  attack  on  ihe  king's  prerogative,  and 
went  to  take  from  his  majesty  his  undoubt- 
ed right  of  calling  to  his  confidential  coun- 
cils ihe  person  of  whom  he  approved.  It 
differed  materially  from  a  motion  for  an  ad- 
dress to  remove  ministers  whose  measure* 
were  disapproved  of;  since  here  the  per? 
son  alluded  to  had  only  been  appointed  a 
few  days,  and  no  allegation  was  m«de  a- 
gainst  his  general  character.  It  was  a  cu- 
rious reason,  that,  because  he  was  called 
to  the  committee  of  privy  council  called 
the  Cabinet,  he  was  less  fit  to  discharge 
the  office  of  Judge.  Allstate  trials  wera 
ordered  in  the  privy  council;  and,  from 
lime  immemorial,  the  thief  justice  ol  the 
King's  Bench  had  been  a  member  of  the 
privy  council.  He  said  they  would  find 
upon  reference  to  our  history,  from  tba 
earliest  periods,  that  the  chief  justices  bad 
been  consulted  as  statesmen.  They  must 
not  take  it  from  the  revolution  only,,  for 
our  constitution,  in  this  respect,  was  long 
antecedent  to  that  epoch;  and  it  was  full 
of  instances  of  this  kind.  He  animadvert- 
ed on  the  passages'  in  Montesquieu  and 
Blacks  tone,  and  contended  that  they  must 
not  take  the  mere  theories  of  writers,  u- 
gainst  the  invariable  practice  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

Lord  E/ilon,  in  explanation,  stated  that 
he  did  nut  say  that  lie  would  have  advised 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  to  have  de- 
clined the  appointment  to  a  situation  in 
the  Cabinet,  but  that  he  would  have  re- 
commended him  to  re-ccusider  the  pro- 
position. 

Lord  Hatde.'.bun  -  id,  llat  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  i  atpejfc  .1  him  to  oh- 
ude    himself   upon  ihc.r  Jurd'fctps.      No 

offered  lo  their  lordships,  not  merely  on 
unt  of  its  connection  with  the  lives 
and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
but  it  was  important  also  in  another  point 
ew.  It  was  one  which  vitally  touched 
the  »ery  essence  of  the  constitution.  Re- 
hire he  addressed  himself  to  the  question, 
he  would  take  an  opportunity  of  declaring, 
that  he  did  not  yield  to  any  one  in  tint 
;e  in  personal  respect  toward-  the 
noble  and   learned   laid   against  ihe  tx;.e- 
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of  his  noble  friend  was  directed.     Looking 
et  the  question  as  a  question  applying  to 
lord   Ellenborough,  he  would  say  that  no- 
thing would  afford  him  more  pleasure  than 
to  see  lord  Ellenborough,  as  lord  Ellen- 
borough,  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  though 
lie  could   not  bring  himself  to  approve  of 
his   being    there   as  chief  justice  of    the 
King's  Bench.     He  had   the  honour  and 
happiness    of    knowing    that   noble     and 
learned  lord  well ;  on   many  great  points 
he    knew   that  their  opinions    concurred. 
In  the  present  administration,  to  .which, 
whatever   might  be  thought,  he   had    no 
hostile   disposition,   there  were  many   of 
the  appointments  which  he  approved,  and 
into  which  he  should  have  considered  the 
introduction  of  lord    Ellenborough,  were 
it  not  for  his  situation,  as  an  arrangement 
highly  desirable.     He  was  persuaded,  that 
While  that  noble  and  learned  lord  made 
part  of  the  administration,  that  he  would 
never  allow   the  principles  for  which  they 
had  jointly  contended,  to  be  beaten  down. 
The  question  to  his  understanding  might 
be    considered   in  three  points   of  view  ; 
either  as  relating  to  the  constitution  ;  as 
it  respected  the  particular  instance  ;  or  as 
the  arguments  drawn  from  analogy  applied 
to  it.     He  would  not  look  to  any  foreign 
writer  for  the  principles  of  the  British  con- 
stitution ;  but  upon  the  general  principles 
of  liberty,  he  could  have  no  objection  to 
consult  so  eminent  a  writer  as  baron  Mon- 
tesquieu.    What  was  his  opinion  upon  the 
division    of   political   power   in  a  state  ? 
It  was  this,  that  it  was  more  advisable  that 
the  judicial   power   should    be  separated 


impossible,    that,  in    questions   bet 

government  and  individuals,  he  coi] 

considered  as  an  unbiassed  judge. 

pose  the  case  of  a  libel  published  again 

administration  of  the  country  of  wbl 

made  a  part,  was  brought  before  hii 

what  an   awkward   situation  would 

placed,    sitting    in  judgment  upon  { 

fence  actually  committed  against  hie 

In  cases  of  riot  too,  arising  from  the 

ness  of  provisions,  and  to  suppress  ^ 

government  might  possibly  have-re< 

to  strong  measures  of  authority ; 

advisable  that  one  of  the  Cabinet  mil 

should  be  sitting  as  judge  to  try  th< 

sons     who    should    be    found    offi 

against   the  laws  applicable  to  sucl 

travention  ?     His  noble  friend  had  : 

and  truly   stated,   that  there  was  bi 

instance  since  the  revolution,  of  a  co 

law  judge  acting  as  a  Cabinet  mi 

Why  did  he  begin  his  researches  fn 

revolution,  but  for  this  reason,  that 

<n\y  from   that  period  that  the  in 

deuce  of  the  judges  commenced  ? 

period  there  was  only  the  solitary  il 

of  lord  Mansfield,  for  he  could  notcc 

lord  Ilardwicke's  case*  as  a  fair  pre< 

tilling  as  he   did,   for  certain  reas 

weight  at  the  time,  the  offices  of  cha 

and  chief  justice  together.     With : 

to  the  particular  case,  if  there  had  i 

any   circumstances  which  made  it 

sary,  and  such  he  would  admit  migh 

to  call  lord   Ellenborough  to  the  C 

their   lordships   would  not  have  hi 

the  present   motion.     The  case  o^ 

chancellor   having  a  seat  in  the  I 


1^^ 
bore  no  analogy  whatever  to  that  of 

lative  authority  should  be  distinct  from 
the  executive.  Such  too  was  the  opinion 
of  that  admirable  writer  judge  Blackstone. 
For  himself,  he  was  not  such  an  extravagant 
tbeorisj,  as  to  wish  to  push  principles  be- 
yond practical  utility.  The  course  which 
a  wise  legislator  would  adopt,  would  be 
to  make  the  exceptions  to  his  general 
principle,  not  as  numerous,  but  as  few  as 
possible.  In  his  conception,  there  could 
be  no  union  more  dangerous,  than  that  of 
a  judge  and  a  minister'of  state ;  and  such, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  was  the  pre- 
sent chief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench. 
He  was,  and  of  necessity  must  be,  identi- 
fied with  those  who  constituted  what  was 
called  the  government,  in  danger  of  be- 
coming a  party  to  all  their  passions  and 
prejudices;  and  giving  him,   as  he  did, 


justice,  for  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
in  no  degree  applied  to  criminal  lawj 
chancellor  was  removable  at  pleas* 
cause  he  was  a  Cabinet  minister;  . 
i he  judges  nor  the  master  of  the  roll 
because  it  was  not  intended  tin 
should  ever  become  responsible  I 
of  the  crown.  With  regard  to  th* 
ments  drawn  from  the  two  regenf 
would  observe,  that  one  of  them  vki 
acted  upon,  and  the  other  only  for, 
time.  A  noble  and  learned  frienf 
who  spoke  early  in  the  debate,  I 
that  it  was. neither  illegal  nor  unoj 
tional.  He  knew  how  difficult  it  wai 
once  you  admitted  that  a  thing  \ 
illegal,  to  prove  that  it  was  und 
tional ;  but  he  would  contend,  that 
pointmeut  of  the  chief  justice  of  tU 


mgli 
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for  completing  their  ruin  ;  as,  for  instance, 
by  the  mention  of  Naples,  to  furnish  Bona- 
parte with  the,  proof  that  that  unfortunate 
country  was,  from  the  beginning,  engaged 
on  our  aide.  If  such  articles  of  impeach- 
ment were  to  be  brought  up  from  the  other 
house,  do  not  let  the  noble  carl  fancy,  that 
the  responsibility  could  be  frittered  away, 
hy  being  divided  over  all  the  Cabinet  of 
which  ih«  minister  for  foreign  affairs  was  a 
member.  No;  the  house  would  look  to 
the  sole  and  responsible  man,  recognized 
by  the  constitution,  which  abhorred  the 
idea  of  a  prime  minister.  If  this  were  not 
"lecase;  if  the  individual  who  not  only 
d  vised,  but  personally  acted  on  the  occn- 
un,  were  not  responsible  in  himself,  then 
lere  was  an  end  to  all  the  securities 
'hieh  were  proffered  by  our  constitution. 
There  was  also  in  fact  an  end  to  all  the 
boasted  liberties  of  the  people.  It  appear- 
ed, according  to  the  opinion'  expressed  by 
some  of  their  lordships,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible tor  any  thing  like  freedom  to  exist, 
if  the  judicial  and  executive  authorities 
were  in  any  degree  united.  Their  sepa- 
ration, it  had  been  observed,  was  attended 
in  Turkey.  He  acknowledged 
that  he  never  had  beard  of  Turkish  judges 
being  employed  on  a  diplomatic  mission, 
though  an  instance  of  (hat  kind  had  occur- 

many  respects,  resembled  our  own.  Mr. 
Jay,  who  concluded  the  treaty  between 
this  country  and  the  united  states,  was,  he 
\a  chief  justice  ;  of  course,  if  the 
doctrine  laid  down  by  the  noble  lord  op- 
posite to  him  was  true,  Turkey  was  a  land 
of  liberty,  and  the  government  of  the  uni- 
ted states  one  of  the  most  despolic  in  the 
d.  Lord  Mansfield  ^al  :n  ihe  same 
CabiwJt  with  the  late  ear]  of  Chatham,  butit 
ippeared  that  noble  lords  on  the  other 
ide  were  become  so  delicate,  that  [hey 
rould  not  now  stomal h  wlrat  that  great 
nan  thought  perfect!)  consistent  with  the 
MjnstLtutmn.  It  was  f.ud  that  regency 
icts  did  not  all'ord  precedents  in  point,  as 
hey  were  passed  on  extraordinary  occa- 
sions, and  intended  for  ur.lv  shun  periods. 
The  last  hill  of  that  kind,  however,  which 
passed,  was  in  contemplation  of  a  minority 
which  might  have  continued  tor  13  or  lS 
years.  The  nobleJord,  then,  mustsuppose 
Lhat  the  present  administration  would  last 
longer  than  that  period,  and  he  was  happy 
to  draw  from  his  opinion  so  favourable  an 
omen  of  its  duration.  From  some  opi- 
nions  which  had  been   declared   on  this 


loach,  of  a  common  law  judge  to  a  seat 
b  the  Cabinet,  was  not  congenial  with  llie 
pH  pnociples  »«>d  prutice  of  the  cousli- 
ttnon.  He  should  be  sorry  to  see  that 
inject  which  was  due  to  the  sacred  cha- 
ncier ol  j  jud^e,  diminished  by  such  an 
•Dotation  upon  the  constitution.  Whnt- 
*wr  might  bo  th«  rhseiiuou  of  that  housp, 
acuaM  not  bp  cone  en  led  that  the  general 
Wnu>  of  tlie  country  was  against  the  ap- 
*mua*eut. 

Lord  Holland  replied  to  the  ilitl'snmt 
k*i  who  bad  supported  V<-  motion.  He 
•si,  that  a  muit  artful  attempt. had  been 
m*6*  u>  run  found  thing?  which  were  in 
far  nature  separate;  und  to  separate 
fast  which  were  in  Hull)  the  same.  It 
bid  hero  ingeniously  attempted  to  make 
•a  tctivr.,  ostensible  minister  of  the  king, 
ol  i  person  merely  -summoned  to  a  com- 
M1M  of  the  privy  cnnnr.il,  one  and  the 
Maw  (bin^,  thougii  Mlhiug  could  be  more 
afsnrie  and  distinct.  And  next,  it  was 
to  make  a  member  of  such  oilm- 
an d  a  member  of  the  privy  council 
■pirate  and  distinct  characters, 
tie*  were  really  one  and  the  garni 
sninl  meaning  of  this  was,  to  fabricate 
'  responsibility  which  did  not  exi 
w*i    not  kti 


■pally  with  an  actual. 
KBister,  in  a  particul 
MMitution  knew  no  i 
•re  could  take  plac 
t*x  hut  there  was  oi 

hum   p.LI  !l: 


r  department.  The 
.ich  tiling;  no  mea- 
,  ,io  act  could  be 
■  active  rcsponi 
uent  ami  the  ci 


;  and  le 


kf  had  to  look  for  it,  and  who  r 
fclt  if  wrong.  This  might  s 
iemeinbers  of  the  lair  unrbrt 
tmration,  but  it  would  not  pi 
**t  the  noble  carl  (Miiljrave)  imagine 
4l|  »uch  a  subterfuge  could  avail.  ~Ifa 
■goriiy  of  the  other  house  of  parliament, 
hr  Distance,  were  to  bring  up  articles  ol 
■tyeachment  against  the  rash,  unprovoked, 
•juiiuus  publication  of  treaties,  letters, 
«d  papers,  by  which  the  good  faith  of  the 
•entry  was  violated,  its  honour  and  repu- 
tation tarnished,  and  bv  which  it  was  like- 
%lo  be  tor  ever  cut  off  from  all  confidence, 

tor  other   country   in    the    universe  :    by 

Web,   too    its   friends   and    allies,    those 

had    been  drawn  in  to  make  common 

e  to  be  ruined  and  iin- 

;  by   which  our  and  their  imp'uciblt 

tatty  was  to  be  furnished  with  arguments 
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question,  lie  was  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  what 
idea  some  noble  lords  had  formed  respect- 
ing the  judges  of  the  kingdom.  It  ap- 
peared to  be  their  wish  that  persons  in  that 
situation  should  have  no  relations  with 
the  rest  of  society ;  that  they  should  have 
no  friends,  no  children,  and  be  divested  of 
all  the  feelings  common  to  human  nature. 
The  house  would  recollect  that  the  lord 
justice-general  of  Scotland  was  a  member 
of  the  late  administration.  The  present 
lord  justice  Clerk  in  that  country  was  a 
colonel  of  a  volunteer  corps,  and  so  far 
was  he  from  thinking  that  association  of 
offices  improper,  that  he  avowed  it  on  the 
bench  :  and  when  a  case  came  before  him, 
in  which  two  persons  belonging  to  his  own 
regiment  were  parties,  he  intimated  to 
them  to  call  on  him  privately,  and  he 
would  settle  their  difference.  It  appeared 
that  learned  lord  had  no  desire  to  keep 
distinct  the  military  and  judicial  character, 
though  that  was  a  separation  particularly 
insisted  upon  by  lord  chief  justice  Holt, 
whose  authority  had  been  so  much  relied 
on  by  the  noble  lords  on  the  other  side. 
It  seemed  to  be  made  a  great  objection  to 
the  present  administration,  that  a  seat  in 
the  Cabinet  should  be  occupied  by  a  uoble 
and  learned  lord,  who  held  no  office  in 
the  executive  government.  This  objec- 
tion would,  however,  apply  with  at  least 
aj  much  force  to  the  late  administration. 
lUd  he  gone  round  that  Cabinet,  and  asked 
each  of  the  members  that  composed  it, 
what  they  did  in  the  government  ?  he  be- 
lieved that  very  few  of  them  would  have 
bf  en  able  to  give  an  answer  to  the  question. 
Whether  their  lordships  looked  across  the 
.Atlantic,  or  considered  the  situation  of 
the  continent,  they  would  perceive  every 
where  melancholy  proofs  of  the  "Conse- 
quences of  the  rath  and  intemperate  coun- 
cils by  wh'ch  his  majesty's  late  government 
had  been  directed.  It  was  therefore  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  call  to  the  administra- 
tion of  public  affairs  men  of  known  inte- 
grity and  talent ;  men  capable  of  forming 
an  em«  unit  Cabinet,  in  which  no  persons 
should  be  introduced  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  tilling  a  chair. 

Lord  Mul&rcire,  in  allusion  to  an  obser- 
vation of  the  last  speaker  respecting  the 
publication  of  the  treaties  with  foreign 
powers,  said,  that  he  should  consider  it 
as  the  happiest  day  of  his  life,  when  he 
could  meet  him  on  that  subject,  and  chal- 
lenge him  to  bring  fiurward  a  specific  mo- 
tion on  the  subject. 


1  Lord  Holland  said,  he  neither  gave,  nor 
would  give  any  pledge  of  bringing  forward 
any  such  proposition. 

Lord  Grenville  said,  that  person  must 
be  very  confident  in  his  abilities,  who 
could  hope  to  add  to  the  arguments 
which  had  been  advanced  in  support  of 
the  appointment  against  which  the  motion 
of  the  noble  earl  was  directed.  That  ap- 
pointment was  no  object  of  trite  respon- 
sibility. If  there  was  any  illegality  to  be 
discovered  in  it,  if  it  was  found  to  be  un- 
constitutional, if  it  threw  suspicion  upoa 
the  pure  administration  of  justice,  it  was 
upon  the  person  who  addressed  their  lord- 
ships, that  the  guilt,  if  guilt  there  was  at- 
tached to  it,  solely  and  exclusively  rested. 
It  was  he  who  counselled  it,  it  was  he  who 
suggested  it,  it  was  he  who  had  given  his 
written  advice  to  his  majesty  to  that  effect, 
He  was  glad  that  the  subject  had  been 
submitted  to  the  Consideration  of  parlia- 
ment. He  had  always  found,  in  the  course 
of  no  short  official  life,  that  whenever  any 
question  excited  apprehension  in  the  public 
mind,  the  most  advisable  course  was  to 
bring  it  into  speedy  discussion.  .  Much 
pains  bad  been  taken,  out  of  that  house, to 
impress  a  conviction  that  the  appointment 
was  illegal ;  a  noble  and  learned  lord  had 
said  that  it  was  not.  It  was  stated  to  be 
unconstitutional ;  here  again  the  same 
noble  lord  declared  it  was  not.  The  noble 
and  learned  lord  (Eldou)  said  that  he 
upon  the  occasion  would  have  acted  as 
lord  Ellenborough  did,  and  he  was  persua- 
ded the  noble  lord  would  not  have  acted 
in  a  manner  which  he  would  consider  as 
improper.  Much  stress  had  been  laid  up- 
on the  opinion  of  judge  Blackstone.  What- 
ever merit  might  be  discoverable  in  that 
writer,  it  could  not  be  denied  that  many 
of  his  theories  were  fanciful  and  imprac- 
ticable. He  would  attack  the  principles 
advanced  by  the  noble  lord  who  had  spo- 
ken so  long  and  so  eloquently,  and  assert 
that  there  was  no  such  distinction  to  be 
found  in  the  constitution,  as  that  which  he 
endeavoured  to  maintain.  He  would 
give  but  little  authority  to  the  wild,  the 
beautiful  theories  of  Blackstone,  for,  in 
order  to  meet  them,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  abrogate  the  jurisdiction  of  that  house. 
What  do  the  noble  lords  say  by  way  of 
answer  to  the  precedents  produced  ?  Why 
this;  the  case  of  lord  Mansfield  was  one 
innovation  upon  the  constitution,  let  us 
not  have  a  second.  From  the  earliest 
periods  of  our  history  it  would  be  found 
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Mug  read, — Sir  P»  Stephens  moved,  (hat 
*4  estimates  for  the  navy  and  transport 
wrote,  presented  In  Jan.  lust,  be  referred 
c  iW  alii  committee,  which  wis  ordered. 
— The  bouse  thou  resolved  into  the  com- 
aatcc,  wbro  the  ditterent  estimates  were 
fcsni.  and   the   report  ordered  to  be  re- 


Mimii^  of  Isdia.]  Mr.  Meux,  from 
.**  csl.ee  of  tl>e  commissutuers  lot  the 
ifcn  of  India,  presented  at  the  bur  the 
pfm  moved  tor  by  Mr.  Paull,  on  the 
WSMid  it«Uh  of  June,  18(»5.  Ordered  to 
koe  the  tabic,  and,  on  tLc  motion  of  Mr. 
hull,  10  bo  printed. 

Lord  Tattpte  said,  he  had  no  objection 
l«ike  papers-  being  printed,  voluminous  an 
net  were.  It  was  a  subject  of  high  im- 
jsrimce,  and  every  member  should  be 
Matted  to  consider  it  will,  mature  deli- 
he  hon.  geu.  bad,  how- 
piofessed  that  he  bud  moved  for 
popora  with  a  view  of  grounding  a 
against  marquis  Wellesley,  he 
be  would  not  tail  lo  bring  it  forward, 
if  the  utmost  consequence  to  the 
keour  and  character  of  his  noble  friend, 
after  what  had  been  suggested,  a  full 
fair  enquiry  should  take  place.  The 
pent,  had  said,  these  were  all  the  pa- 
tntended  to  move  for  on  that  sub- 


ject,    rle 


aid,  then 


tin 
tended   lo 


W  gent,    lo   say,  when   hi 
Wing  forward  his 

Mr.  Pant!  said,  it  was  now  upwards  of 
9  Booths  since  he  had  moved  fur  some  of 
tee  papers,  and  they  were  but  just  fur- 
lar.ed  to  the  house.  As  soon  as  be  had 
•autre  to  peruse  them,  so  as  to  arrange  the 
•titer  on  which  to  ground  bis  motion,  he 
Aould  certainly  bring  it  forward,  and  sub- 
Oil  certain  resolutions  respecting  the  con- 
■Ktol  the  governor-general  Lo  the  consi- 
gnation of  the  house, — All  the  papers  were 
Mered  to  be  printed. 

[Affairs  of  India.]     Mr.  Alderman 

sWaji  stated,     that   in   compliance   with 

lie  suggestion    of   a    right  htm.   member 

■*"r.  H.  Addington,   see  p.  242.)    he  had 

other  day  consented  lo  omit  the  word 

which    was 

agreed   to,   not  being  aware   that  be 

found,  destroyed   the 

of  his  own   motion.     He  tlierefoi 

that   the  order    be   read   and   di 

|ed,    for   the   purpose  of   having  one 

the    word    bullion    substituted 

■dafe. — Ti.t  order  was  accordingly 

and   on   the  question  being 


put,  for  the  insertion  of  the  word  "  hut- 
Mr.  Huddlestone  objected  to  it,  on  the 
ground,  that  the  account  was  a  detail  of 
commercial  concerns,  which  he  did  not 
think  was  proper  to  be  made  known.  He 
was  unavoidably  absent,  on  the  day  when 
the  hon.  alderman  brought  forward  his 
motion,  or  be  should  then  have  opposed 
it. — The  lion.  gent,  said,  that  the  evils 
which  now  oppressed  the  East-India  com- 
pany, werenot  imputable  to  the  directors. 
Mr,  Alderman  Printep  appealed  to  toe 
candour  of  the  hon.  director,  whether  il 
were  a  fair  proceeding  to  object  to  the 
amendment  of  adding  a  single  word  to  a 
mption,  which  had  already  received  the 
sanction  of  the  house,  and  to  which  no  ob- 
jection had  been  made,  previous  to  the 
order  being  discharged  ? 

Mr.  77.  Addington  said,  the  word  "  bul- 
lion" was  in  the  original  motion,  and  die 
hon.  alderman  had  agreed  to  its  being 
struck  out,  on  his  suggestion  to  the  hon. 
alderman  that  it  was  unnecessary.  If, 
however,  the  hon.  alderman  now  thought 
that  the  puqioses  of  his  motion  would  be 
better  answered  by  the  "  bullion"  being 
again  inserted,  he  saw  no  reason  why  it 
should  be  objected  to. — The  amendment 
vva=  agreed  to. 

CabisBT.]       Mr.   Spencer  Stanhope   said, 
that  though  he  had   had   the  honour  of  a 
many  parliaments,  had  been  a  con- 
stant attender,  and  spent  many  of  the  best 
of  bis  life  in  that   house,    yet  he  feit 
himself   at   that    moment   in   a   situation 
'el  and    embarrassing  to  himself,  and 
beyond  his  abilities  lo  rill  adequately,      A 
train   of  circumstances  wholly  casual  had 
kd  him  to  be  the  mover  of  a  question  of 
high  constitutional  importance.      Had   be 
considered  it  at  nil   in  the  light  of  an  op- 
position question,   be  certainly   would  not 
have  been  ihe  mover  of  it ;  be   thought  it 
■e  of  the  nature  of  an  election 
denying    the    eligibility  of  the 
lord  chief  justice  of  England  to  a  sent  hi 
the  Cabinet.     Had  he  meant  i fas' hostile 
the  present  administration,  the  right  hoth 
genu  opposite  to  him  (Mr.  Fos)  wouW 
hardly   have-  been  the.  first   to   whom   be 
communicated  it,   which   in   truth   he  was. 
The    proposition    he    mwmt    to   conilnde 
with,   be   should   have  been    ready  at  any 
time  and  under  any  admiiiisLratiuh  to  sup- 
port.    Jf  the  lata  minister  had  called  the 
late  lord  Kcaaun  to  aseat  m  the  Cabinet^ 


I 


%tff]  PAUL.  DEBATES,  Ma*.  3,  I80fi.— Irf.  ElltntwrovgVt  Seat  in  the  CM**. 


and  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  then  objected 
to  the  measure,  he  would  have  found  him 
amongst  the  readiest  of  his  supporters.     It 
was  even  friendly  to  the  administration  in 
two  different  ways ;  if  his  arguments  pre- 
vailed and  the  chief  justice  no  longer  re- 
mained a  Cabinet  minister,    he  thought 
that,  notwithstanding  that  noble  lord's  ac- 
knowledged abilities,  the  Cabinet  would 
be  more  popular  throughout  the  nation;  if 
they  did  not  prevail,  at  least  it  afforded  to 
the  right  hon.  gent,  an  opportunity  of  re- 
moving those  objections  which  had  made  so 
strong  an  impression  on  the  public  mind. 
To  destroy  all  possible  suspicion  of  this 
being  the  commencement  of  an  opposition 
to  an  administration   which  had  not  yet 
had  time  to  do  any  one  act,  he  thought  it 
fit  thus  publicly  to  declare,  that  if  he  had 
the  honour  at  this  moment  to  be  called 
into  the  royal  closet  to  be  consulted  on  the 
propriety  of  removing  from  office  all  who 
had  been  just  appointed,  he  should  must 
earnestly  disadvise  any  such  measure.  This 
declaration  was  probably  the  only  mode 
in   which   so  unimportant    an  individual 
as  himself  could  ever  offer  any  advice  to 
his  sovereign,  but  he  would  take  the  liberty 
of  using  this  opportunity  of  giving  some 
advice  also  to  the  right  hon.  gent,  oppo- 
site.    If  that  right  hon.  gent,  preferred  the 
character  of  the  leader  of  a  party  to  that 
of  the  ruler  of  a  nation,  if  he  could  not  re- 
collect with  a  view  to  imitate  the  noble 
saying  of  Louis  the  12th  of  France,  '*  that 
a  king  of  France  should  not  remember  the 
quarrels  of  a  duke  of  Orleans/'  if  at  the 
very  moment  he  was  calling  for  an  oblivion 
of  past  causes  of  difference,  he  went  out  of 
his  way  to  declare  that  he  himself  retained 
every  sentiment  he  had  ever  uttered,  even 
when  he  could  not  but  know  that  in  some 
of  them  a  vast  majority  of  this  house  and 
of  the  country  were  against  him,  I  will 
with  confidence  foretell,  that  his  adminis- 
tration will  not  be*  such  as  the  times  de- 
mand ;  that  it  will  neither  be  honourable 
to  himself  nor  beneficial  to  his  country, 
nor  yet  of  long  duration. — I  come  now  to 
the  argument  on  which  I  mean  to  found 
my  motion,   and  request  that  the  king's 
speech  at  the  beginning  of  his  reign  re- 
specting the  independence  of  the  judges, 
and  the  act  passed  in  consequence  of  it, 
may  be  entered  as  read.     On  this  ground, 
I  take  my  stand ;  here  I  find  the  great 
principle  recorded  and  enacted,  that  the 
judges  should  be  independent,  and  their 
independence  made  permanent.      What- 

! 


ever  tends  to  lessen  that  independenc 
render  any  situation  a  judge  may  hold 
permanent,  is  a  breach  of  the  spirit  of 
law.     Such  I  affirm  a  seat  in  the  k 
executive  council  to  be ;  it  is  a  stalk 
the  highest  honour  that  a  subject  ca* 
tain,  and  he  holds  it  only  during  pleq; 
I  envy  not  the  feelings  of  those  who 
think  that  there  being  in  tliis  case  n 
lary  annexed  can  make  the  smallest 
fereuce  in  the  argument ;  money  is  s 
from  being  the  only  inducement  to  i 
euce  a  generous  mind,  that  it  is  almos 
lowest.     I  am  sure  the  right  hon..] 
opposite  would  not  exchange  his  situ 
in  the  Cabinet  for  a  salary  ten  time 
amount  of  what  he  now  receives.     1 
been  all  edged,  that  it  would  be  a  Hi 
tion  of  the  royal  prerogative  to  pn 
the   crown  from   consulting    in    Ca 
with  any  privy  counsellor  it  may  cl 
to  this  I  reply,  with,  all  or  any  exc 
judge  at  common  law.   By  making  a 
a  judge  he  becomes  essentially  disqua 
from  being  a  party  or  adviser  in  pro 
tions.    A  judge  should  not  only  be  i 
all  bias,  but  above  all  suspicion  of 
How  is  that  possible,  if  he  is  in  the 
tion  both  of  party  in  council  and  judj 
court?    It  is  a  pitiful  subterfuge    to 
that  in  such  cases  he  may  withdraw  < 
fuse  to  attend  the  Cabinet.     What  sec 
can  we  have  ?    What  knowledge  cai 
culprit  have  that  he  has  so  done  ?  1 
he  were,  still  the  partners  of  the  fir 
main.     It  would  be  a  good  cause  of 
lenge  against  him  as  a  common  jury 
and,  is  it  to  be  endured,  that  a  judge  si 
be  allowed  to  try  a  cause  upon  the  b 
which  he  would  be  disqualified  to  c 
upon  in  the  jury-box  ?  Besides,  sir,  as 
binet  counsellor,  he  would  sit  in  a  difl 
situation  from  the  rest  of  the  board ;  tl 
he  should  incur  the  censure  of  this 
by  his  conduct  there,  he  would  still  r< 
the  lord  chief  justice  of  England.     \ 
that  be  fitting?  Would  it  further  the 
of  justice  ?  Would  it  not  be  a  mom 
incongruity,  that  a  man  condemned  I 
declared  voice  of  parliament,  should  r 
at  the  head  of  the   criminal  law  < 
kingdom  ?  Again,  sir,  though  I  cont 
does   not  limit  the    prer  gative    o 
crown,  it  does  in  one  sense  limit  the  p 
of  this  house.     It  is  not  probable  th 
should  ever  again  come  to  such  a  r 
tion  as  was  passed  in  the  very  last  ses 
when  we  ordered  lord  Melville  to  be 
in  the  court  of  King's  Bench.  Had  th 
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is  it  that  puisny  judges  never  set  their 
foot  in  the  court  of  St.  James's,  but,  be- 
cause they  should  not  only  be  unbiased 
but  unsuspected  of  being  influenced  by 
the  hope  of  preferment  i*— I  tome  now  to 
the  precedents  on  the  other  side.  The  evil 
effects  of  statesmen  atting  as  judges,  were 
severely  felt  in  former  times  in  the  court  of 
Star  Chamber,  and  not  less  so  of  judges 
being  statesmen  in  the  iniquitous  conduct 
of  lord  chief  justice  Jefferys.  The  last 
precedent  I  shall  adduce,  and  the  only  one 
in  which  the  house  of  commons  has  been 
called  upon  to  declare  an  opinion  on  this 
subject,  is  to  be  found  in  the  journals  of 
the  3d  of  May,  ]?8S,  when  the  right  hon. 
gent,  tilled  the  some  office  he  now  does. 
An  address  on  that  day  passed  this  house  to 
his  majesty,  praying  that  he  would  be 
pleased  to  recall  sir  Elijah  Impey,  knight, 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  tourt  of 
judicature,  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  to 
answer  lo  the  charge  of  having  ai?i  epted  an 
office  granted  by,  and  tenable  at  the  plea- 
sure of,  the  East-India  company,  which  had 
a  tendency  to  create  a  dependence  in  the 
said  supreme  court  upon  those,  over  whose 
actions  the  said  court  was  intended  as  a 
controul,  contrary  to  the  good  purposes 
:ind  true  intent,  aud  meaning  of  an  act  of 
the  13th  year  of  his  majesty's  reign.  Sir 
Elijah  Impey  could  never  be  meant  to  be 
a  conlmul  over  the  servants  of  the  East- 
India  company,  but  wherein  they  had  done 
wrong:  and  surely,  the  lord  chief  justice  of 
England  has  as  much  controul  over  all 
wrong-doers  in  this  country,  as  he  could 
have  in  Bengal. — I  will  add  but  one  sen- 
lence  more  of  my  own:  That  my  objec- 
tion to  lord  Elknborough's  remaining  in 
the  Cabinet,  is  because  he  is  a  judge.  If  he 
were  not  so,  there  is  not  a  man  in  it  whom 
I  should  think  more  worthily  placed  there 
than  that  noble  aud  learned  lord.  I  will 
now  read  two  quotations  from  authors  of 
the  highest  authority,  and  then  the  three 
resolutions  which  it  is  my  intention  to 
move.  Mi'i  Addison  says,  in  one  of  his  pe- 
riodical papers,  "  the  best  law,"  (meaning 
the  act  of  King  William)  "  that  ever  was 
passed  in  our  days,  was  that  which  con- 
tinues the  judges  in  their  pn-ts  during  their 
good  behaviour,  without  leaving  them  to 
the  mercy  of  such  us  might,  by  an  unduu 
influence  over  them,  trouble  and  pervert 
the  course  of  justice."  Judge  Blatkstone 
says:  "  In  this  distmct  and  separHtf  ex- 
istence of  the  j'lrLtial  power  in  a  peculiar 
body  of  men,  Aoniaated  indeed  but  not 


rliief  justice  been  then  a  colleague  in  Ca- 
binet with  that  noble  lord,  it  could  hardly 
bie  entered  into  the  mind  of  a  single 
individual  in  this  house,  to  have  sent  him 
u  be  tried  before  one  of  his  colleagues. — 
I  come  now  to  what  have  been  mentioned 
u  precedents  ;  but,  in  the  first  place,  I 
proteti  against  all  in   favour  of  this  ap- 

bown  to  this  house,  and  which  were  ante- 
tedeut  to  the  tirstof  George  111.  which  is 
the  last  declaration  of  parliament  proclaim- 
ic-  the  independence   of  the  Judges. — I 
"ill  t'nst    notice   the   argument,   if  such  it 
nu  be  called,  that  the  chief  justices  have 
•ore  than  once  been  named  of  councils  of 
regency  :   to  this  no  objection  in  my  opinion 
can  be  made.      No  person  in  the  state  can 
er  a  litter  member   of  a  regency  than  the 
hrd   chief  justice   of   the   King's   Hench ; 
bat,  surely,  it   necessarily  implies  a  tem- 
porary   suspension   of   his  functions   as   a 
sadge.      Nor  is  this  My  opinion  only  ;  I 
Hk*  it  from  judge  Blackstone,  who  gives 
precisely   this   as   the  reason  why  it  would 
te  wrong1  for  the  monarch  in  person  to 
sstauniater  judgment  in  Westminster-hall; 
~* — 'y.  that  bting  the  prosecutor,  he  ought 
sot  lo  be  also  the  judge.     I  have  heard  it 
nsaoured,    that  lord  Holt  and  lord  Hard- 
HSc  were  for  a  short  time  in  the  Cabinet 
a  the  time   they  were  chief  justices;   but 
I  can  find  no   proof  whatever   of  the  fact, 
sad  certainly  none   whatever  exist  of  the 
iuuse  of  commons   having  any  knowledge 
thereof atthe  time.    Lord  Mansfield,  then, 
remains  the  only  instance  that  can  fairly  he 
seduced,    and    when  was    that  known  to 
either     house     of    parliament  ?      Not    till 
tea  years   after   he   had    withdrawn    him- 
seif   from  that    situation,    and  not   till   it 
•as  charged  upon  him  as  matter  of  blame 
iy  the  father  of  the  present  chancellor 
«  the  exchequer,    the    late  marquis   of 
iaatdowuc.     High  and  splendid  as  that 
soble  lord's    abilities  were,  there   was  a 
tae  when   as  a  constitutional   lawyer   he 
iid  not   stand  very  high   in  the  estimation 
*t  the   right    hon.   gent,   opposite  to   me. 
A  farther  confirmation  of  his  not  being  nice 
i    vjeta  subjects  of  this  nature  is,  that  he  had 
■  the  year  1760  the  indelicacy  to  preside 
suhe  trial   of  lord  George  Gordon,   who 
•Is  charged  with  heading  the  very  mob 
■to  burnt   lord  Mansfield's  house.      Why 
kit  that  the  appointment  of  chancellor 
"    lid    be     revocable  at  pleasure?    but, 
he  most  by  his  office  be  necessa- 
coiweroed  in  affairi  of  state.     Whence 
'«,.  VI. 
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removable  at  pleasure  by  the  crown,  con- 
sists one  main  preservative  of  the  public 
liberty ;  which  cannot  subsist  long  in  any 
slate,  unless  the  administration  of  common 
justice  be  in  some  degree  separated  both 
from  the  legislative  and  also  from  the  exe- 
cutive power.  Were  it  joined  with  the 
legislative ;  the  life,  liberty,  and  property 
of  the  subject  would  be  in  the  hands  01 
arbitrary  judges,  whose  decisions  would  be 
then  regulated  only  by  their  own  opi- 
nionsruind  not  by  any  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  law,  which  though  legislators  may 


friend  of  the  noble  lord  who  was  the 
ject  pf  this  motion,  and  he  was  pro 
enjoy  that  honour,  he  should  retur 
thanks  to  the  hon.  gent,  who  had  br< 
the  subject  forward  for  discussion, 
was  well  known  that  this  subject  ha 
dergoue  much  discussion  out  of  c 
where  it  had  not  been  fairly  consid 
He  admitted,  that  the  objection  to  th 
pointment  of  his  noble  friend  to  tfc 
binet,  was  one  which  was  calculat 
make  an  impression  on  the  first  view 
he  hoped  to  persuade  the  house  befc 
should  sit   down,   that  however  pis 


depart  from,  yet  judges  are  bound  to  ob- 
serve.    Were  it  joined  with  the  executive,  I  this  objection  might  appear  at  first, 
this  union  might  soon  be  an  over-balance  I  being  thoroughly  sifted,  it  would  be 


for  the  legislative.    For  which  reason,  by 
the  statute  of  16  Car.  1.  c.  10.  which  abo- 
lished the  court  of  Star  Chamber,  effectual 
Care  is  taken  to  remove  ail  judicial  power 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  king's  privy  coun- 
cil, who,  as  then  was  evident  from  recent 
instances,  might  soon  be  inclined  to  pro. 
nounce   that  for  law,    which    was   most 
agreeable    to  the  prince    or  his  officers. 
Nothing  therefore  is  more  to  be  avoided 
in  a  free  constitution,    than   uniting  the 
provinces  of  a  judge  and  a  minister  of  state." 
The  hon.  gent,  then  moved : — First;  "  That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house,  that  it  is 
highly  expedient  that  the  functions  of  a 
minister  of  state  and  of  a  confidential  ad- 
viser of  the  executive  measures  of  govern- 
ment, should  be  kept  distinct  and  separate 
from  those  of  a  judge  at  common  law." — 
Second ;  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
house,  that  those  members  of  his  majesty's 
most  honourable  privy  council,  whom  his 
majesty  is  advised  to  direct  to  be  habitually 
summoned,  and  who  are  so  summoned  to 
that  committee  or  selection  of  the  said  coun- 
cil, which  deliberates  upon  matters  of  state, 
and   *•  hich    is   commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Cabinet  council,    are,    and 
are  deemed  to  be,  the  confidential  minis- 
ters and  advisers  of  the  executive  measures 
of  government." — Third ;   "  That  the  so 
summoning  to  the  said  committee,  or  Ca- 
binet council,  a  lord  chief  justice  of  Eng- 
land, to  sit  and  deliberate  as  a  member  of 
the  same,  is  a  practice  peculiarly  inexpe- 
dient and  unadvisable,  tending  to  expose 
to  suspicion,  and  bring  into  disrepute  the 
independence  and  impartiality  of  the  judi- 
cial character,  and  to  render  less   satis- 
factory, if  not  less  pure,  the  administration 
of  public  justice." — On  the  question  being 
put  on  the  first  resolution, 
Mr.  Bond,  said,  if  he  only  rose  as  the 


to  contain  nothing  real  or  solid.     T 

ject  of  the  present  motion,  was  to  n 

the  noble  person,  who  was  the  object 

from  the  seat  he  possessed  in  the  Ci 

The  whole  tenor  of  the  hon.  genu's  1 

pointed  to  that  erf.     And  at  a  m 

of  the  most  unexSnpled  danger  an 

6cuity  in  which  the  country  had  eve 

placed,  when  it  was  on  all  hands  adi 

that  all  the  wisdom,  all  the  energy,  j 

the  talents  of  the  country  should  be 

in  its  service,  the  first  question  th 

brought  forward  was  one  for  depriv; 

country  of  the  service  of  a  noble 

such   high  talents,    such    eminent 

ties,  such  great  experience,  and  in< 

tible  integrity,  as  were  possessed 

distinguished  personage  who  was  t 

ject  of  this  motion.     He  admitte 

if  the  noble  lord  had  been  called  to 

ation  incompatible  with  his  judicia 

tions  ;  if  he  had  been  brought  into 

fice  that  would  impede  the  impar 

ministration  of  justice   and   the  1 

such  were  the  case,  whatever  adv 

might  be  derived  from  his  emineE 

ties,  he  would  .rather  they  should 

foregone,    than    that    such  consei 

should   be  produced.     He  felt,    t 

administration  of  justice  was  (foe 

greatest  blessings  any  country  cue 

sess,  and  that  it  was  purer  in  this 

any  other  quarter  of  the  globe.     1 

sidered  the  end  as  infinitely  beyi 

means.     It  was  the  upright  admiaj 

of  justice  that  secured  the  governn 

protected  the  people,  and  insured  t 

dividual,  who   sought  wealth  in 

dimes,  the  quiet  and  undisturbei 

toCBt  of  the  fruits  of  his  industry 

return  to  his  native  land.    There  1 

no  value  in  wealth,  if  the  govera 

home  were  weak,  and  the  chamd 
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tie*  polluted.     But  he  wished  the  house  to 
tunnder  what  would   be  the  effect  of  call- 
in;  lord    LUen  ho  rough    to  the   Cabinet.' 
liijt  noble   lord    wits  no  common  person. 
Ifinyman  could  be   independent;  if  any 
batmtii  circumstances   could    insure   inde- 
pendence,   that  noble  lord  could    not   but 
U  independent.      He     bid    attained     the 
lijhest  Tank    in    his  profession.      He  stood 
Bltmt  proud,   eminent,   and  exalted  situa- 
Unn,  in  which  no  object  could  be  present- 
Htuliim    to    tempt    him   to  swerve  from 
fciiuty.      He  was  a  public  character  too, 
am  under  the    observation  of  the  public 
fan  juv  individual  in  the  nation.    All  the 
harness  of  his  court  was  public,  and  ttier< 
»«  a  greater  variety  of  cases  submitted  to 
«  decisions,    than    to   that   of  any   otliei 
owrt  of  justice.      He    would    venture  It 
«r,  that  whilst  so  high  a  sense  of  moral 
attitude,  whilst  so  scrupulous  a  regard  to 
jwiice  prevailed  io  this  country,  no 
justice  would  ever  be  found  to  act  unjustly. 
Be  should  be  glad  to  know,  what  objecl 
there  could  be  to  the  noble  lord's  assis 
tithe  deliberations  of  the  Cabinet  on 
Kign   affairs,  and    that  council   was  first 
ailed  the   committee  for  foreign  affairs? 
Tie  relations  of  foreign  nations,  and  ol 
*u  country  with  them,  muU  in  the  pre- 
mit  state  of    things,  constitute  a  consider- 
iblc  part  of  the  deliberations  of  that  coun- 
ts'; and  be  would   be    glad    to  know  what 
there  was    in  such    discussions   that   could 
lanpt  a jud^e  Io  swerve  from  his  duty?   Ii 
«m    perfectly   true,   that   there   might   hi 
0'ieslions  relative  to  sedition,  insurrection 
fa  treason,  brought  into  discussion  iu  tin 
Cabinet,  and  that,  after  attending  such  dis. 
caskiii,  the  chit-Ijusiice  might  also  have  to 
fretide  a  sjudgc  at  the  trial  of  the  offenders. 
Bet  ivbat  effect  would  that  prod* 
woo?   He  desired  it  to  he  recollected,  that 
so  person  was  appointed  to  the  pli 
wdge,  till  after  a  certain  time  passed 
froietsiorj,  when  he  had  acquired  profound 
learning  and  great  experience.   \\\ 
tribal  in  such  a  man   his  priutipli 
tc  afloat,  or  that  he  would   be  led  by  the 
Oabet:  Was  it  not  more  likely  that  In 
■•old  lead  the  Cabinet.  (A  loud  cry  of  hear! 
tan!)  He  should  repeat  the  expression.  He 
Aould   again  insist,   that  on   questions  of 
cnatnal  (aw  or  prosecutions,  it  was  likely 
%B*  criminal  judge's  opinion  would  inllu- 
of  the  Cabinet,  and  that  in  that 
ild  lead  the  Cabinet.     If  his 
•hooldhe  acceded  to,  he  would  come 
trial  without  any  bias;  if  bis  opl- 


sbould  be  rejected,  lie  would  not  be 
the  less  influenced  bv  it,  and  would  exer- 
his  function  under  the  obligation  of 
oath;  so  that  in  either  case  it  would 
le  to  the  same  thing.     The  hon.  gent. 

adverted  to  the  case  in  which  the 
chief  justice  would  come  to  the  trial 
a  party,  as  in  the  case  of  a  libel  against 
the  ministers,  of  which  he  was  one.  Every 
ho  knew  any  thing  about  the 
administration  of  justice,  knew,  that  in 
trials  for  libel,  little  was  left  to  the  judge; 
whilst  the  whole  was  decided  by  the  jury. 
The  judge  stated  the  law  ;  and  if  he  mis- 
tated  that,  ur  otherwise  injured  the  party, 
he  had  his  remedy,  iu  an  application  for  a 
e»  trial  to  the  court.  In  cases  where 
ibels  happened  to  be  under  consideration 
of  the  Cabinet,  a  judge  need  not  attend, 
or,  if  he  wished  not  to  preside  at  the  trial, 
he  might  apply  to  have  another  sent,  and 
the  commission— (hear !  hear!)  He  wai 
aware  of  the  use  that  would  be  made  of 
this  observation,  that  of  inconvenience ; 
but  he  contended  that  no  such  consequenca 
would  attend  the  practice.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  no  argument  would  be 
founded  on  that  ground.  As  to  the  sup- 
position of  the  incompatibility  of  the  two 
office*,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  pos- 
sibility of  suspicion  being  entertained  with 
respect  to  the  administration  of  justice,  the 
hon.  gent,  stated  the  suspicion  in  the  first 
resolution,  but  gave  it  up  in  the  last, 
where  he  admitted  the  purity.  It  the  pu- 
rity of  (he  administration  ol  justice  were 
doubted,  then  there  might  be  ground  fur 
suspicion  ;  but  when  that  is  admitted,  the 
administration  of  justice  must  be  satisfac- 
tory. A  man  should  act  in  the  strict  lino 
of  his  duty.  If  he  was  to  avoid  a  duty 
tor  the  purpose  of  evading  suspicion,  he 
could  never  act  right.  But  he  would 
ask,  if  the  existence  of  suspicion,  or  if 
even  well-founded  suspicion  were  to  be 
made  the  ground  of  a  motion  for  remo- 
ving the  noble  lord  from  his  majesty's 
Cabinet,  whether  the  hon.  gent,  would  go 
further  ?  Whether  he  would  move  to  have 
the  noble  lord  struck  out  of  the  list  of 
privy  counsellors?  off  the  list  of  peers? 
Did  not  the  same  suspicion  apply  in  an 
equal  degree  to  both  these  cases  ?  All 
judges  were  summoned  to  examine  pri- 
soners with  the  privy  council  and  Cabinet 
ministers  conjointly.  The  cabinet  dis- 
cussed measures  in  the  abstract.  Ciief 
justice  Holt  attended  the  examination  of 
the  rebels  who  were  afterwards  to  be  tried 
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by  him ;  and  chief  justice  Eyre  attended  for 
the  same  purpose  in  the  privy  council,  in  a 

"  recent  instance,  and  afterwards  proceed* 
ed  on  the  trial  of  the  individuals  there  exa- 
mined. Was  it  possible  for  a  noble  lord  of 
such  eminent  and  transcendent  talents  as 
the  noble-  lord ;  was  it  possible  for  any 
man  that  was  a  statesman,  and  that  noble 
lord  was  a  great  statesman,  if  he  saw  a 
party  formed  to  thwart  and  embarrass  the 
measgres  of  government,  not  to  take  a  part 
on  such  an  occasion  ?  If  the  gentlemen 
were  serious,  they  had  not  reached  half 

.  way  towards  their  end.  What  was  the 
end  the  gentlemen  proposed  r  What  was 
the  object  of  their  record  ?  What  the  end 
pf  their  innovation?    (hear!  hear!)    He 

.  repeated  that  it  was  an  innovation.  It  had 
not  been  stated  either  in  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  gent.,  or  in  the  resolutions,  that  the 
appointment  was  unconstitutional,  illegal, 
or  unprecedented.  It  was  not  unfair  in 
argument,  therefore,  to  assume  the  omis- 
sion, to  state  what  amounted  to  an  ad- 
mission, that  it  was  not  so.  As  to  what 
had  been  said  of  the  effect  of  the  chief 
justice    prejudging  a  case    from  the  dis- 

.  cussion  it  might  undergo  in  the  Cabinet, 

.  that  would  apply  equally  to  all  magistrates, 
who  first  examined  the  case  by  the  testi- 
mony of  witnesses,  and  afterwards  sat  at 
sessions.     With  respect  to  the  authority 

:  that  had  been  so  much  relied  on,  on  which 
the  hon.  member  had  laid  so  much  stress, 

.  viz.  the  quotation  from  Mr.  justice  Black- 
stone,  the  whole  of  that  passage  was  part 

.  of  a  longer  one,  which  Mr.  justice  Black- 
stone    had  extracted  from  Montesquieu's 

.  Spirit    of  Laws,  which  was   a  theoretic 

.  treatise  on  government,  If  Mr.  justice 
Biackstone,  when  he  copied  this  passage 

.  into  his  workt  understood  it  in  the  sense 
in  which  the  hon.  gent,  represented  it,  the 
theory  was  ingenious,  but  it  did  not  prac- 

.  tically  apply  to  the  circumstances  and  con- 

.  stitution  of  this  country.  As  to  all  that 
had  been  said  with  respect  to  the  impro- 
priety of  any  persons  being  admitted  into 
the  Cabinet  besides  the  chancellor  and  the 
ministers  of  state,  who  held  executive 
offices  under  the  crown;  and  that  those 
should  not  be  called  to  that  council  who 
niight  be  summoned  for  advice  this  day 
and  not  the  next,  it  seemed  to  him  like 
raising  up  shadows  for  the  purpose  of 
fighting  thern.  There  is  one  case  in  which 
the  situation  of  the  chancellor  cut6  in  more 
nearly  wiiji  that  of  the  chief  justice.  In 
the  case  of  a  petition  of  right,  where  a  sub- 


ject  is  the  claimant  against  the  crown,  he 
has  to  decide,  and  yet  is  never  suspected 
of  acting  under  any  bias.    In  the  case  of 
the  trial  of  peers  also,*  he  has  great  powers 
for  according  in  the  present  practice,  bo 
invariably  acts  as  lord  high  steward.  Don 
ing  the  sitting  of  parliament,  his  powers 
are  more  limited,  he  acting  only  as  speaker, 
But  in  the  recess  he  pronounces  the  law  in 
every  instance.     Before  the  7th  of  William 
HI.  the  lord  high  steward  had  extraordi- 
nary powers  indeed,  having  to  summon  at 
first  only  sixteen  peers,  though  afterwards 
twenty-three.     The   peers  act  as  jurors, 
and  he  explains  the  law  precisely  as  the* 
lord  chief  justice  does.    This  had  been  the 
uniform    practice,  and  yet  no  gent  bad 
yet  been  found  to  get  up  in  his  place  and 
fay  that    this  practice   was  an  evil   that 
ought  to  be  got  rid  of.     He  admitted  that 
it  was  better  to  look  for  precedents  in  mo- 
dern times,  though  he  would  not  allow, 
that  no  instance  was  to  be  taken  antece- 
dent to  the  time  of  the  1st  of  George  III. 
to  shew  the  non-existence  of  that  jealousy, 
which,  in  the  present  circumstances  and 
times,   began  to   display  itself.     In   the 
reign  of  Edward  III.  an  act  was  passed, 
directing,   that    the  chancellor   and    the 
king's  chief  justice  should  be  near  his  ma- 
jesty, in  order  that  he  might  not  want  the 
advice   of  the  sages  learned  in  the  law. 
However,  it  was  better  to  refer  to  modem 
times.       He    believed    lord    Hardwicke, 
whilst  chief  justice,  had  a  seat  in  the  Ca- 
binet.    He  did  not  state  this  as  a  matter 
that  could  be  proved,  though  he  had  it  on 
the  authority  of  persons  on  whose  veracity 
and  accuracy  he  placed  the  greatest  reli- 
ance.    By  this  it  appeared,  that  that  noble 
and  learned  lord  had  not  thought  a  place 
in  the  Cabinet  inconsistent  with  the  duties 
of  his  judicial  office.     Lord  Mansfield  too, 
for  whom  he  had  a  high  veneration,  though 
he  could  not  accord  with  his  principles  in 
every  instance,  had  continued  to  sit  in  the 
Cabinet  whilst  chief  justice  from  1757  to 
176*0.     He  too  did  not  think  the  situations 
incompatible.   It  was  to  be  recollected  too 
that  no  apprehensions  were  then  enter- 
tained on  the  subject ;  no  such  motion  as 
the  present  had  been  made.     This  was.  a 
convincing  proof  of  the  acquiescence  of  the 
house  and  of  the  country  in  the  propriety 
of  the  measure.     In  the  sixth  of  queen 
Anne,   when  her  dissolution   was  appre- 
hended, an  act  had  been  passed  for  esta- 
blishing a  regency,  on  that  event,  to  con* 
tinue  for  six  weeks  after  her  death.    Tfois 
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regency  was  composed  of  the  seven  great 
officers  of  state,  amongst  whom  her  chief 
justice  Holt  was  one.     It  was  not  be  sup- 
posed,  that  such  a  measure  would  have 
been  passed  without  his  concurrence.     It 
was  fair,  therefore,  to  infer,  that  his  autho- 
rity was  in  favour  of  the  measure,  though 
he  died   before   queen    Anne ;  and   chief 
justice  Parker  became,  on  her  majesty's 
death,  one  of  the  justices.     He  was  after- 
wards appointed   one  of  the  confidential 
advisers  of  his  majesty  George  I.  The  au- 
thority of  that  justice  too  was  in  its  favour. 
By  the  statute  of  the  24th  of  George  II. 
chap.   24.  which  was  passed  in  contem- 
plation of  a  minority,  a  regency  was  ap- 
pointed, composed  of  five  persons,  with 
extraordinary  powers*     If  the  majority  did 
not  agree  to  the  measure,  parliament  could 
neither  be  assembled  nor  dissolved,  nei- 
ther the  question  of  peace  or  war  decided. 
The  chief  justice  was  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  regency,,  and  yet  no  jealousy  was 
felt  on  the  subject.     The  act  too,  if  it  had 
taken  immediate  effect,  would   not  have 
been  of  short  duration,  his  present  majesty's 
age  being  at  that  time   13  years.    The 
next  instance  of  an  act  of  this  nature,  was 
in  the  5th  of  his  present  majesty,  for  the 
appointment  of  a  council  of  regency ;  and 
as  the  act  was  passed  in  contemplation  of 
the  possibility  of  an  indisposition  which 
bis  present  majesty  laboured  under  at  that 
time,  terminating  fatally;    if  that   event 
had  taken  place,  the  regency  would  have 
had  a  long  continuance,  as  the  present 
prince  of  Wales  was  then  but  three  years 
of  age ;  and  it  was  to  be  recollected  that 
this  measure  passed,  notwithstanding  the 
effects  of  an  opposition    that  afterwards 
overturned  the  administration,  and  after 
the  same  gracious  measure  which  his  ma- 
jesty had  recommended  for  the  security 
of  the  independence  of  the  Judges.    Yet 
bo  one  of  the  very  ingenious  men  who 
composed   the    opposition    of    that   day, 
started  a  question  respecting  the  jealousy 
that  was  at  this  time  sought  to  be  promul- 
gated.   If  there  was  any  trust  to  be  re- 
posed therefore ;  if  there  was  any  sacred 
trust  to  be  conferred  ;  if  there  was  any  de- 
gree of  confidence  of  a  peculiar  nature  to 
be  placed  in  any  person,  the  house  would 
resort  to  the  noble  lord,  who  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  present  motion,  in  place  of  ex- 
citing amongst  the  subjects  of  the  country 
a  distrust  in  the  administration  of  justice. 
It  should  be  recollected,  that  this  was  the 
fat  time  that  such  an  effect  had  been  as- 


cribed to  such  a  measure.  When  it  wn 
considered,  that  the  measure  then  under 
discussion  had  received  the  sanction  of  so 
many  reverend,  learned,  and  upright 
Judges ;  when  it  was  recollected,  that  it 
had  been  acted  upon  in  the,  best  periods  of 
our  history,  and  that  now  for  the  first 
time  it  was  asserted,  that  the.  calling  to 
the  advice  of  his  majesty  such  a  nobleman 
as  the  object  of  this  motion,  a  matt  of  such 
talents,  knowledge,  experience,  and  wis- 
dom, would  have  the  effect  of  corrupting 
the  administration  of  justice;  he  implo- 
red the  house  not  to  remove  a  nobleman 
of  such  integrity  and  independence,  who 
had  reached  one  of  the  highest  offices  in 
his  professsion,  to  whom  only  one  step 
more  remained  to  be  ascended,  and  who, 
it  was  well  known,  had  refused  that  step, 
from  the  means  of  contributing  to  the 
public  service  by  his  counsels  and  advice* 
He  called  on  them  not  to  restrain  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown,  in  the  undoubted 
right  his  majesty  possessed  of  calling  any 
one  of  his  subjects  to  his  councils.  After 
a  few  more  observations  on  this  subject, 
the  right  hon.  gent,  concluded  by  moving 
as  an  amendment  "  That  the  other  orders 
of  the  day  be  now  read/' 

Mr.  Canning  said,  that  before  he  pro- 
ceeded to  state  shortly   the  grounds  on 
which  he  was  about  to  support  the  motion 
which  had  been  made  by  his  hon.  friend, 
be  wished  to  say  a  few  words,  with  a  view 
to  disclaim  the  motives  which  seemed  to 
be  attributed  to  him  and  those  who  thought 
with  him,   by   the  right  hon.  gent,  who 
spoke  last.  That  right  hon.  gent,  had  said, 
that  at  a  moment  when  the  union  of  all 
the  talents  that  could  possibly  be  collected 
was  so  necessary  to  meet  the  dangers  and 
difficulties   by  which  the  country  was  at 
this  moment  so  peculiarly  weighed  down, 
he    and  his    friends   were  attempting  to 
drive  from  his  majesty's  councils  a  person 
of  the  most  eminent  talents,  acknowledged 
virtues,  manly  judgment,  and  unquestion- 
able integrity,   which  he  had    described, 
lie,  for  one,  protested  against  this  most 
unfair  mode  of  arguing.     When  a  question 
of  this  nature  was  brought  forward,  if  he 
had  his  wish,  allusions  to  personal  charac- 
ter would  form  no  part  of  the  subject.     If 
the  question  was  at  all  worthy  of  attention, 
and  that  it  was,  the  right  hon.  gent,  him* 
self  admitted,  when  he   told  us  that  this 
affair  had  made  a  deep  impression  on  the 
country,  and  that  the  grounds  on  which 
it  was  supported  appeared   at  first  vievr 
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ratremely  plausible,  if  it  was  at  all  worthy  I  that  the  removal  of  a  lord  chie 
d  attention,  then  it  was  fitting    that    it    from  a  place  which  was  an  object 


should  be  discussed  on  its  own  merits,  as 
velating  to  a  chief  justice,  and  not  as  refer- 
ring to -any  particular  individual.     It  was 
therefore,  he  contended,  unfair  in  the  right 
faott.  gent,  to  impale  any  motive  whatever 
to  them  that  pointed  at  the  character  of  lord 
EHenberough,  when  they  in  fact  argued  not 
fton  tfafe  unfitness  of  that  noble  and  learn- 
ed lord  in  particular  to  fill  a  situation  in  the 
Cabinet,  but  from  the  unfitness  of  the  place 
fer  any  person  who  held  the  office  of  lord 
chief  jwtke.     If  the  high  talents  and  inte- 
grity of  lord  Ellenborough  were  deemed 
ao  essential  in  the  Cabinet— and  to  every 
thing  that  could  be  said  in  his  praise  he 
•was  perfectly  willing  to  subscribe-*— then 
there   was  an   obvious  mode  of  availing 
themselves  of  those  talents  and  that  inte- 
grity, by  advancing  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  one  step  higher,  and  putting  into  his 
tends  the  great  seal ;  and,  after  the  pane- 
gyrics which  had  been  lavished  on  the  in- 
dependence of  the  noble  and  learned  lord, 
lie  could  not  believe  that  he  had '  refused 
to  accept  this  promotion,  from  the  consi- 
deration that  it  was  better  to  retain  a  place 
for  life  than  accept  the  precarious  office 
of  lord  high  chancellor.  Bat,  not  contented 
.with  asserting  that  a  judge  might  with  pro- 
priety sit  in  the  Cabinet,   the  right  hon. 
ge&U  also  maintained,  that  his  very  inde- 
pendence rendered  him.  one  of  the  fittest 
persons  in  the  world  for  such  a  situation, 
tiecause  he  could  give  his  opinions  un warp- 
ed and  unbiassed  by  any  consideration  of 
self-interest.     He  viewed  the  matter,  how- 
ever, in  a  very  different  light  from  that  in 
which  it   was  regarded  by  the  right  hon. 
gent.     He  considered  it  in  that  point  of 
view  in  which  it  had  been  represented  by 
his  hon.  friend   near  him,  who  had  not 
been  answered  on  this  head.     He  thought 
that  the  holding  a  situation  which  was  in 
its  nature  precarious,  and  yet  an  object 
of  ambition,  had  a  tendency  to  destroy  the 
■  confidence  which  resulted  from  'the  inde- 
pendence of  the  judge.      He  trusted   he 
could  not  be  here  misunderstood,  so  far 
as  to  be  thought  to  allude  to  any  particular 
individual*     He  only  viewed  the  point  in 
the  abstract,   and    contended,   that  when 
you  placed,  in  the  situation  above  referred 
to,  a  person  who  by  law  had  been  jealously 
made  independent,   you  did  in    a   great 
measure  do  away  the  effects  of  that  inde- 
pendence.    This  would  be  evident,  if  once 
it  wag  admitted,  and  it  could  not  be  denied, 


rion,  would  be  attended  with  son 
of  discredit  to  him,  for,  to  avoid 
credit,  there  would  at  least,  on  so; 
sions,  be  a  temptation  for  him  ti 
manner  not  altogether  consistent 
duty  and  character.     That  it  wa 
ject  of  ambition  to  hold  a  plat 
Cabinet,   he  thought  could  not  b 
The  thing  had  of  late  been  at 
proved  ;  for  it  was  impossible  to 
in  the    street,     or  read   the    rw 
during  the  last  six  weeks,  witho 
ing  how  eagerly  such  places  w< 
after.     In  four  instances  it  had  I 
ly  proved  that  Cabinet  places  \ 
sidered  as  objects  of  ambition,  ii 
to  other  efficient  situations.   He 
he  supposed,  might  take  it  foi 
that  a  place  in  the  Cabinet  was 
of  ambition  ;  and  when  this  was 
the  matter  of    salaries,  and   en 
made  very  little  difference  in  tl 
question.     The  right  hon.  gent, 
the  panegyrics  that  had  been  pi 
on   the   administration  of  juttu 
country.     It  was  one  of  the  gre 
sings,  if  not  the  very  greatest,  o 
stitution.     It  was  no  less  firm  tl 
valuable.     It  had  withstood  tin 
parties,   of  usurpation,  and  of 
To  what  cause  were  we  to  attri 
Not  to  any  particular  statute  by 
distinction  between  the  judicia 
executive   powers  had   been    a 
but  from  the  uuiversal  feeling 
ment  that  such  a  distinction  ougi 
and  that  with  the  exception  of 
instances  it  had  existed.    But,  if 
n  is  t  rat  ion  of  justice  in  the  co 
thus  admirable,  it  was  the  most 
of  all  duties,  and  would  afford  ; 
ployment  for  all  the  talents,  vir 
grity,  and  every  other  excellent 
tiou,  which  had  been  justly  ascri 
noble   and   learned    lord   who 
occupied  the  situation  of  lord  ch 
What  he  objected  to  was  this,  tl 
of  confining  the  attention  of  any 
justice  to  the  discharge  of  his  d 
capacity,  which  would  afford  hi 
ample    employment,    you    wer 
other  objects   of  ambition  to 
views  might  be  directed.     He 
deed  still  pursue   the  objects  i 
more   intimately  connected  wi 
fession ;  but  instead  of  build  in, 
on  the  strict  and  honourable  i 
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!■■>■  of  justice,  he  might  be  aspiring  after 
ether  objects  of  ambition.  A  most  se- 
ism* enl  was    thus    introduced,    which 

lj  by  the  passing  of  these 
ih.;t.  could  not  be  hoped  for, 
it  indulge  the  expectation, 
that  it  would  be  remedied  by  the  mature 
•nd  unbiassed  rejection  of  those  persons 
who  now  formed  his  majesty's  administra- 
tion.— There  was  one  very  great  fault  and 
error  into  which  the  right  bon.  gent,  had 
fallen,  for  his  argument  seemed  to  imply, 
that  independence  was  not  so  absolutely 
tvcesaary  in  a  judge  as  had  been  imagined  ; 
tot  then  he  said,  that  there  whs  always  a 
e  of  error.  But  the  point 
■at,  to  guard,  if  pmiibln,  agaimt  all  chance 
ef  error  Irom  any  bias  of  the  judge  in  the 
stst  instance.  The  right  hon.  gent.'s  ar- 
went  to  this  extent:  suppose 
of  a  libel ;  he  said,  that  the  matter 
dvi  Dot  eo  much  rest  with  the  judge  as 
■Mb  i  lie  jury,  and  after  all  a  new  trial 
weht  be  granted.  Dot,  was  that  the  way 
ia  which  the  right  hon.  gent,  thought  a 
frost  constitutional  question  ought  to  be 
(mtedj  Was  that  the  way  in  which 
iugbt  to  be  discussed,  which,  by 
owd  admission,  had   made  bo  great 

the  feelings  of  the  country  ? 
But  then  he  said,  that  in  the  agitation  of 
particular  qui-siious  in  the  Cabi 
noble  and  learned  lord  might, 
thought  expedient,  aioiJ  attendiu 
■light  undoubtedly  hi'  the  ease ;  but  was  this 
the  sortofsecurity  wbichougbt  tube  enjoyed 
ia  this  free  country  >  The  right  hou.  gent. 
bad  found  lault  with  these  motions,  because 
they  were  so  moderate,  and  spoke  the  sim- 
ple truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  It 
was  well  known  there  was  .'10  positive  law 
existing  at  present  which  opposed  this 
measure,  and  therefore  it  could  not  pro- 
perly perhaps  be  railed  illegal,  and  it  might 
aot  be  correct  to  call  it  unconstitutional 
(ill  the  point  was  clearly  established.  But 
what  he  said  was,  that  it  was  extremely 
inconvenient,  and  contrary  to  the  principles 
of  reason  and  common  sense,  that  the  ju- 
dicial and  executive  powers  should  be 
combined  in  the  same  person.  As  to  the 
point  of  suspicion,  it  was  certain  that  no 
man  wis  obliged  to  remove  fromasitua- 
tion  where  he  was  useful,  merely  because 
other*  chose  to  suspect  him  without  rea- 
son. But  if,  however,  an  alarm  was  by 
this  soeane  occasioned  relative  to  a  mutter 
I  of  such  great  importance  aa  the  presei 
I     and  a  it  was  not  necessary  or  very  exj 


larm,  bow-eve* 
thought  it  was 


dient  that  the  cause  of  such  alarm,  h 
unfounded,  should  exist,  he  thought  it  -— 
proper  that  it  should  become  a  legislative 
object,  and  that  every  occasion  of  suspicion 
sbottld  be  done  away.  He  was  surprised  to 
hear  from  the  right  boa.  gent,  who  was  a  law- 
ver,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  no  great  con- 
sequence that  suspicions  should  exist  re- 
specting the  independence  of  a  judge. 
There  would  always,  in  such  a  case,  bo 
doubts  respecting  the  justice  of  his  deej- 
>us  ;  therefore,  though  there  night  boa 
nedy,  it  was  better  that  there  should  b* 
the  first  instance  no  cause  even  for  sus- 
picion of  a  bias.  But  the  right  hon.  gent. 
complained  not  only  of  the  terms  of  the 
notions,  but  said  that  they  did  not  go  fa* 
nough  in  practice ;  for,  in  order  to  be 
fieetual  they  ought  to  go  so  far  as  to  do- 
irive  a  lord  chief  justice  not  only  of  a 
place  in  the  Cabinet,  but  also  of  bis  place 
in  the  privy  council,  and  uf  his  peerage. 
He  would  not,  however,  enter  particularly 
on  this  point.  But  with  regard  to  the 
Cabinet,  the  right  hon.  gent,  said,  that  it 
was  not  recognized  by  the  constitution,  awl 
that,  in  fact,  it  was  nothing  else  than  a  se- 
lect committee  of  the  privy  council,  called 
at  the  discretion  of  his  majesty.  He  never 
heard  a  more  untenahte  proposition.  In 
;i  free  country  such  as  this,  where  a  con- 
troul  was  necessary,  and  where  responsibi- 
lity must  necessarily  lodge  somewhere, 
were  we  at  this  dav  to  be  turned  round  by 
being  told  that  there  was  no  such  thing  iu 
the  constitution  as  a  Cabinet?  We  had 
persons  whoadvised  with  his  majesty,  who 
performed  all  the  functions  of  government, 
who  were  known  all  over  the  country  to  be 
so,  who  were  known  as  the  Cabinet  all  over 
London,  and  even  in  the  lobby  ,  but,  the 
moment  we  entered  this  door,  then  we  were 
told  that  there  was  no  Cabinet!  It  might 
he  true,  indeed,  that  the  constitution  re- 
cognized nothing  under  the  name  of  the 
Cabinet,  but  it  was  not  the  less  certain 
that  there  was  such  an  assembly  with  whom 
the  responsibility  for  whatever  advice  they 
gave  his  majesty  rested. — Now,  as  to  tlie 
question  of  responsibility  ;  the  right  hon. 
gent,  allowed,  that  every  individual  who 
joined  the  council  in  advising  his  majesty, 
was  responsible  for  the  whole.  Lord  1.1- 
lenborough  then  might  be  responsible  for 
the  whole,  and  if  this  was  the  case,  be 
would  beg  of  gentlemen  to  consider,  whe- 
ther on  the  principles  of  reason  and  com- 
mon sense,  or  those  laid  down  by  the  best 
authorities,   whether  a  judge   ou^lit  lo  te 


t 
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placed  in  a  situation  where  it  would  be 
Utterly  impossible  for  him  to  divest  him- 
self entirely  of  the  feelings  of  party,  and 
which  would  naturally  render  him  liable 
to  suspicion?  Now,  with  respect  to  the 
class  of  examples  mentioned  by  the  right 
hon.  gent.,  there  was  a  great  and  evident 
distinction  between  them  and  the  case  un- 
der consideration.  It  was  not  by  any 
means  unfit  that  a  judge  should  form  part 
of  a  council,  which  was  to  preserve  the 
lights  of  sovereigns,  but  where  no  party 
politics  prevailed.  But  here,  in  fact,  the 
judge  was  under  the  controul  of  the  exe- 
cutive government,  and  instantly  became 
•  party  politician;  and,  if  ever  there 
could  be  cases,  where  he  should  doubt 
whether  it  was  proper  that  judges  should 
occupy  places  as  regents  or  governors,  it 
would  be  in  cases  where  these  judges 
had  in  the  first  place  been  Cabinet  minis- 
ters. The  case  of  lord  Hardwicke,  he  un- 
derstood to  be  given  up,  [no,  no,  from  the 
other  side].  .  He  certainly  had  heard  no- 
thing positively  asserted  on  that  head. 
But  the  truth  was,  that  he,  after  accept- 
ing the  office  of  the  chancellor,  had  held 
his  former  situation  for  a  short  time,  mere- 
ly till  a  successor  could  be  appointed. 
■Why,  he  would  give  them  another  instance 
of  this  kind  :  lord  Eldon  had  for  two 
months  subsequent  to  his  acceptance  of 
the  chancellorship,  held  his  former  office 
of  chief  justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  till 
his  successor  could  be  appointed.  Why, 
then,  they  remained  with  the  single  exam- 
ple of  lord  Mansfield.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  had  said,  that  lord  Mansfield  had 
held  both  situations,  and  no  notice  had 
been  taken  of  it  by  parliament,  although 
the  thing  must  have  been  notorious. 
Now,  though  positive  evidence  could  not 
be  had  on  this  subject,  yet  he  could  bring 
circumstantial  evidence  that  the  thing  was 
not  generally  known.  There  were  surmises 
about  it,  and  as  often  as  it  was  alluded  to, 
it  was  marked  with  reprobation*  Indeed,  13 
years  afterwards,  his  having  sat  in  the 
Cabinet  while  lord  chief  justice  was  imputed 
to  him  as  a  charge  by  the  father  of  a  noble 
lord  opposite  to  him  (lord  H.  Petty),  and  the 
question  directly  put  to  him,  whether  or 
not  the  thing  was  true.  This  was  put  in  the 
most  forcible  terms,  and  lord  Mansfield 
admitted  it,  but  said  that  he  had,  for  some 
time,  begged  leave  not  to  act  as  an  efficient 
member.  From  this  it  appeared  that  the 
example  was  by  no  means  notorious,  and 
it  was  still  more  evident  from  the  remark 


of  lord  Shelburne,  who  said,    'r* 
noble  lord  had  confessed  that  thei 
time  when  he  had  infringed  the  p 
of  the  constitution  by  acting 
minister  and  as  lord  chief  ji 
same  time."      This  was  the 
lord  Shelburne,  who  continued  by 
ingr,   "  that  the  excellence  of  the 
constitution  l&y  in  keeping  the  e 
and  judicial  powers  as  separate  j 
tinct  as  possible  ;"   and  why  ?  No 
reason  given  by  the  right  hon.  g 
"  that  a  person  might  not  be  ui 
necessity  of  advising  in  one  capac 
he  might  be  called  upon  to    ex 
another."     This  example  then  ft 
ground.     No  one  was  more  read 
knowledge  a  high  admiration  of  tl 
of  lord   Mansfield  than    he  was, 
would  ask  any  person  who  had 
history  of  these  times,  whether  tl 
and  learned  judge  would  not  h 
much  more  essential  service  to  t 
try  if  he  had  not  mixed  the  cha 
the  politician  with  that  of  the  jud 
you  had  the  example  of  his  matt 
ment  against  that  of  his  earlier  y 
by  refusing  to  act  as  a  Cabinet 
after  the  year  1765,  he  in  some 
tacitly    condemned  his    former 
The  only  defence  that  could  be  c 
the  admission  of  the  chief  justice 
Cabinet  would  be  necessity,  or  str 
diency:  but    neither   had  been 
There  was  an  attempt  to  prove 
diency:  but  as  to  the  necessity, 
had  not  even  been  attempted, 
ving  failed  in  the  way  of  exan 
right  hon.  gent,  had  recourse  tc 
and  observed  that  the  lord  chaw 
a  Cabinet  minister;    and  said, 
would  not  be  answered  here  wit 
mark  that  the  chancellor  had  n 
do  with  criminal  causes.     But  h 
answered  in  this  way,  and  the  < 
could  be  removed  in  two  ways,  eil 
crown,  which  would  not  contin 
ploy  a  servant  who  might  be  dii 
by  au  address  of  parliament,  for 
tion  in  office.     But,  suppose  lc 
borough  should  give  the  worst  a* 
could  be  conceived  to  his  maje 
pose  he  should  advise  him  to  t 
all  laws,  or  throw  them  into  the 
could  be  done?  Could  you  rei 
from  his  office  of  chief  justice* 
he  had  committed  no  maiversi 
could  you  address  the  throne  t 
him  from  the  Cabinet?  For  hi 
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&  free  the  real  cause  of  whatever  impression  had 
been  made,  anil  this  wus  all  that  was  meant 
by  hia  right  Iiotl.  friend.  But  without 
troubling  the  house  at  any  length  sifter  the 
question  had  been  so  fully  discussed  by  his 
right  huii.  friend,  he  would  advert  to  it 
briefly  in  .1  constitutional  point  of  vi 
It  wus  said  mi  the  other  side,  that 
chief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  01 
nut  to  be  a  Cabinet  minister.  Now,  f: 
our  history,  till  a  lute  period,  uothii 
could  he  found  concerning  a  Cabinet, 
the  privy  council  performed  all  the  dul 
which  were  now  executed  by  a  select  c< 
niittee  of  that  council.  As  a  proof  of  lb 
Charles  1.  was  the  first  of  our  re 
who  formed  a  Cabinet,  which  was  after- 
wards abolished  by  Charles  II.  At  the 
death  of  queen  Anne,  the  dukes  of  Argyl" 
mid  Somerset  entere'd  the  Cabinet, 
insisted  upon  taking  their  scuts  as  member* 
of  the  privy  council.  The  Cabinet 
not  responsible  as  a  Cabinet,  but  the  mi- 
nisters were  responsible  us  the  officers  of 
the  crown.  Every  one';;  responsibility  de- 
pend id  on  the  office  he  held.  A  privy 
counsellor  was  responsible  as  a  privy 
sellor,  and  a  peer  as  a  peer;  but 
were  responsible  as  Cabinet  ministers 
Now  then,  though  these  resolutions  shoi 
pass,  they  could  only  be  considered  as 
men  waste  paper  ;  for  though  lord  Kllen- 
borough  should  be  removed  from  the  Ca- 
binet, he  would  be  exactly  in  the  same  si- 
tuation as  before  in  his  capacity  of  privy 
counsellor,  in  his  capacity  as  a  peer,  and 
as  the  representative  of  the  king.  If  they 
were  to  be  passed,  then  they  would  not 
go  far  enough,  for  in  order  to  come  up 
-•i.impletely  to  the  intentions  of  those  who 
supported  them,  they  ought  to  propose 
.ho  removal  of  lord  Ellenborough  from 
ilis  situation  us  a  judge,  as  a  peer,  and  as 
a  privy  counsellor.  If  there  was  an  evil, 
idy  proposed  was  inadequate  to 
it.  If  the  gentlemen  thought 
that  the  constitution  wanted  reform  in 
lit,  it  was  open  for  them  to  slate 
form  they  wished.  The  present 
were  mere  nullities.  Now,  this 
jfat  him  to  the  question,  whether  a 
judge  might  properly  advise  his  majesty 
Cabinet  minister?  The  hoii,  mover 
had  recourse  to  judge  Illackstone  on  this 
point;  yet,  however,  respectable  as  this 
thority  was,  he  would  in  such  (J  case  as 
this  expect  something  more  than  assertion; 
but  he  would  go  farther,  and  say,  that  the 
meaning  Of  the  judge  in  this  passage,  was 


no  greater 
than   un  irremovable  Cabinet   mi- 
Half,  tin  si*  were  i lie  grounds  on 
■tucb  bu  supported  the  motion.     He  al- 
.^•nl  all  the  tohatta  mid  virtues  that  had 
Wo  ascribed   to   the    noble    and   learned 
.■■d**,  jukI   bad  mi  doubt  that  their  appli- 
tutim   would  be  found   of  no  little  use  in 
Ae  Cabinet,  were  it  not  that  he  held  it  si- 
tuation   utterly   incompatible,  in  his  ideas, 
Wth    the    proper  discharge   of   its   duties. 
tie  thought    it    therefor*    unwise   in    the 
(truest  degree  to  place  him  in  a  situation 
■sue*  might  bring  suspicion  on  bin  judicial 
tit-icier.      The   example   was  supported 
5y  no  aunliigy.      No   expediency  was  pro- 
nd,  itid    itm  proof  of  a  necessity  hud  not 
' »« a  been    m  templed.      He  valued   highly 
lie  coble  and  learned  lord's  abilities;  bui 
*  thought   Lbe  uunitustration  of  theum- 
tJnjsJ   justice  ot   the  country  a  matter  of 
lit     importance,    Unit    he    would 
pii-'.'h.sse    all   the   Mrvfees   which    for 
■   bm  lalt.ms   i-ooi.l    render  in  the  Co- 
lor a  HMplEiuM  oltMB  hour  attached 
fata  clu  meter  as  ujodgp, 

/<■  said,  he  wail  convinced  that 
lover   of   tuM  business  1 
forward   as  a  party    <p. 
was  Siitbuvd  that,  as  he  himself 


he 


support 


ration.  Yei 
■e  lamented  much  that  before  such  a  thing 
*aa  proposed,  itla  hon.  mover  and  those 
■m>  Utoagiit  with  him  had 
•eiRhcil  live  authorities  ou  which  ihey  had 
«tnl.  Nobody  was  readier  than  he  was 
1»  admit,  that  while  the  king  had  uu  uu- 
fMbted  right,  by  his  prerogative,  to  choose 
In  minister?,  parliament  had  a  right  to 
irekre  its  approbation  or  disapprobation 
M  Uoee  ministers.  Hat  when  a  charge, 
aaiead  of  being  brought  against  the  inl- 
S'feri   eull'i  lively,   was   confined  to    one 


iu.il. 


ed    : 


gent.  (Mr.  Can- 
SMfj  had  said  that  his  right  lion,  friend 
(Mr.  Bond)  bail  admitted  that  an  iinures- 
noa  bad  been  made  on  the  minds  of  the 
liqic  of  this  country  by  the  measure  in 
qntioo,  and  that  it  was  a  very  proper 
Mjfett  for  enquiry.  But  then  that  im. 
had  been  made,  not  by  the  thing 
but  because  several  respectable  peo- 
Mpressed  doubts  ou  the  subject, 
Oppiuions  tbcv  were  accustomed 
a  bccooi.ng  deference.  Tuis  was 
Vol.  VI. 
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1  that  which  the  hoc  mover  with  the  duke  of  Bedford,  whose  1 
he  disapproved  of.  In  1765  be 
again,  and  was  named  as  one  of  th 
of  regency  in  the  bill  framed  by  air 
Norton,  who  would  not  have  incli 
if  the  association  was  unconst 
In  the  riots  of  1780.  lord  Mam 
present  at  the  proceedings  in  thi 
and  afterwards  sat  as  judge  1 
rioters.  From,  all  these  laris, 
see  no  parliamentary  ground  lo 
tion  now  before  the  house.  T. 
of  the  judge  could  not  be  sullied 
his  advice  in  political  matters. 

periods  of  our, history, 
justice  hr-.d  been  one  of  ihe  k 
ge  rents,  one  of  the  members  of  th 
of  regency,  and  always  summon 
his  advice  on  cases  of  great  pu 
r>ueticy.  Thus  the  principle  of 
lional  law  was  in  favour  of  tto 

Mr.  Canning  admitted,  that  u 
lord  Mansfield  sat  regularly  in  th 
but  never  after  1 765  ;  therefore 
part  of  his  life  was,  in  this  resp» 
dern  nation  of  the  first. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fiit  rose  and 

follows : — Before  I  proceed  to  1 

merits  of  the  question  under  con 

1  beg  leave  to  say  a  word  or  twi 

which  the  hon.  mover  hi 

proper  to  offer  me;  an  advice 

the  bye,    was  the   strangest  pi 

:>uld    be  imagined  to    the    ol 

hich  afterwards  followed.   Firs 

gent,  tells  me  I  must  not  adb 

former  principles,  if  I  hope  for  I 

of  parliament  and  the  country, 

instant  after  (whimsical  enough 

he  recommends  me  to  act  consit 

myself  by  supporting  the  pro] 

has    thought    proper    to    brin 

Thus,  he  would  have  me  aban 

former  sentiments,  and  still,  in; 

ease  that  suits  his  opinion,  p 

maintaining  them.      He  wouli 

too  not  to  reco'llect  the  princ 

pressed  upon  the  subject  of  sir 

.     No,  the  hon.  gent,  woui 

bound  not  by  any  opinion  1 

did  express,  but  by  one  wbici 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  subjaf 

house,  I  must  say,  that  (he  it ' 

it  is  to  me  matter  of  surprise. 

instance  that  1  bafu  ever  hea 

thing  as  the  Cabinet  council  b 

subject  of  debate  ii 

knew  of  the  exemie  of  tl 


by  no  m. 

ascribed  to  him.     His  meaning  was  to  be 
collet- ted  from  his  illustrations;  he  illus- 
trated   his   meaning    here  by    two  cases. 
In  the  one,  he  said,  tbat  it  was  consistent 
to  have  the  judicial  power  connected  with 
the  executive,  or  legislative,  and  this  in- 
consistence was  done  away  by  the  act  of 
Charles  II.  which  abolished  the  Star  Cham- 
ber. Now,  what  were  the  powers  of  the 
Star  Chamber?  They 
decide  without  a  jury,  and  without  leaving 
the  right  of  appeal  to  any  other  tribunal. 
The  other  case   was,  that  despotism  was 
mure  tolerable  in  Fiance  than  in  the  East, 
because  the  judicial  power  was  committed 
to  the  parliaments.     Therefore  by  his  own 
meaning,  as  it  must  be  collected  from  his 
illustrations,  the»sei>timenis  expressed  in 
the  passage  adverted  to  will  not  apply  in 
the  present  case.     Bdt  the  hon-.  gentlemen 
bad   not  made  up  their  minds  on  this  bu- 
siness it  appeared.     The  hon.  mover  in 
aisled  strongly  that  the  admission  of  the 
lord  chief  justice  into  the  Cabinet  wa 
legal,  but  his'  right  hon.  friend  near 
said  that  it  was  not  illegal,  but  that  it 
inadvisable       Lord  Ellen  bo  rough  had 
sisted  in  the  Cabinet  at  the 
of  governor  Picton,  and  afterwards 
jurist  ou  his  trial.     The  judges  were 
called   to  the  house  of  peers  to  give 
advice  to  the  lords,  and  therefore  might 
often  give  opinions  which  might  al'terwardi 
lead  to  trials  before  themselves  in  theii 
own  courts.     Yet  this  was  no  objection  ti 
their   giving   their  advice    to   the    peers. 
The  lord  chancellor  sat  in  the  house  of 
lords  and  voted  in  appeals  from  his  own 
decisions.     He  desired  them   to  look  at 
the  case  of  the  rebel  lords,  in  which,  as 
well  as  in  other  instances,  many  peers  sat 
in  the  Cabinet  during  the  examination, 
and    afterwards  voted   as  judges   in  the 
house  of  peers.     Chief  justice  Eyre  had 
sat  in  the  Cabinet  und  examined  offenders, 
,      whom   he  after  wards   tried    in    his 

court.  After  some  instances  of  the  same 
nature,  the  noble  lord  adverted  to  the  case 
of  lord  Manslield.  He  had  in  the  course 
of  this  day  seen  the  original  writ  of  sum- 
mons issued  to  lord  Mansfield.  He  could 
take  upon  him  to  say  that  noble  and  learn- 
ed lord  attended  every  council  from  1760 
to  U6'3.  In  1763  he  left  off  attending  the 
council  1  not  from  any  sense  of  its  incom- 
patibility with  bis  judicial 
according  to  a  letter  of  his  own,  which  was 
in  existence,  because  be  would  not 
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have  been  communicated  to  us  by  our  fa- 
thers. 'I'herelore,  when  the  lion,  gentlemen 
isk  us  to  produce  precedents,  applying  to 
he  case  before  the  house,  we  must  answer 
ihat  we  have  it  not  in  our  power  to  pro- 
duce many,  and  tbev  appear  to  doubt  even 
we  can  offer.     Some  profess  to 
think,  that  the  case  of  lord  Hard  wicked  be- 
ing in  the  Cabinet  while  chk-i  justice  of  Uie 
King's  Bench,  is  doubtful.     Certainly  there 
iflicial   authority  to    remove  such 
doubts.     It  U  staled  by  the  rij;ht  lion.  gent. 
(Mr.   Cunning)   that    lord   Mansfield    was 
not  known,  at  a  certain  lime,  to  hare  been 
tbe  Cabinet,  until  it  was  confessed  by 
that  noble    lord    himself.     Although    the 
igtit  lion.  gent,   was  wrong  in  this  parti- 
ular  instance,   still    his  confession  serves 
o  sustain  the  proposition  I  have  in  viow, 
as  to  the  difficulty  of  adducing  many  p.a- 
cedents  upon  this  subject.    Tbe  right  hon. 
gent,  has  frequently  spoken  of  tbe  Cabinet, 
responsible  body ;  ]   wish  that  right 
lion.   geuL,   or   any  gentleman   who   sup- 
ports Ins  opinion,  to  point  out  from  what 
parts  of  our  statutes,  or  of  the  recorded 
proceedings  of  this  house,  he   has  learned 
that   the  Cabinet,   or  any  individual  be- 
b 'longing    it,  has  been,    as  such,    held  to 
be  legally  responsible.      From  newspapers 
'ersations  abroad,   the  right  bon. 
.s   professed   to    obtain   muck   in- 
formation   upon   this    topic.     But,     upon 
,ch  an  occasion,   would   it   not  he  soine- 
TM  more  correct  to  consult  tbe  statutes 
id  liiu  journals  of  this   hou^e,   than  such 
sources    of  knowledge   as    the   right   liou. 
s  quoted  ?     When   the  right  hon, 
pent,   speaks  of  the   responsibility  of  tbe 
Cabinet,   I  would  recommend  hiui  to  con- 
whether  it  would  be  expedient  to 
upon  the  attachment  oi  re-  pons  Abi- 
lity to  the  whole  of  such  a  body,  for  every 
'.uisterial  net ;  and  whether  such  a  meu- 
re  might  not  be  apt  to  endanger,  if  not 
most  iufi.mces   to  defeat,   the  object  of 
responsibility?  For  any  act  done  in  my 
'  am  directly  responsible  to  parlia- 
ment and  the  country  ;  and   perhaps  it   is 
much  better  for  any  purpose  of  practical 
responsibility,  that  it  should   fall  on  one 
man,  than  on  a  body  ;  for  this  obvious  rear 
son,  that  the  difficulty  oi'producing  couvier 
lion  and  punishment  is  the  less  in  one  case 
than  m  the  other.      1  do  not  mean   to  sav, 
that  it  is  not  desirable  to  bring  forward  the 
charges  of  guilt  against  till  the  advisers  as 
well  as  the  a»eut,  if  it  were  practicable  to 
prove  the  charge.     The  immediate  actor 


live  in  the  appointment  of  hia 

be-  brought  into  question  upon  such  grounds 
ji  have  Ijci-n  tUted  this  night.  No  doubt, 
il  any  one  should  be  appointed  to  the  privy 
coaocil,  or  to  any  select  committee  of  that 
council,  against  whom  personal  objections 
lay,  it  would  be  a  fair  ground  for  an  address 
to  his  majesty  lo  advise  the  removal  of 
neb  a  person.  But  where,  uo  personal 
ubjectLOra  are,  or  can  be  stated,  one  must 
bear  it  recommended  with  astonishment, 
A-L  a  clat*  of  officers  who  are  admitted  to 
perfectly  eligible  to  tbe  privy  council 
aid  uot  be  allowed  to  discharge  the 
bWtions  of  a  privy  counsellor — should,  in 
tact,  be  excluded  from  the  performance  o( 
duties  which,  on  their  admission  to  the 
pri*y  council,  they  are  sworn  to  perform. 
So  such  its  to  the  reason  of  the  question. 
—But,  iu  point  of  fact,  there  is  nothing  in 
e«r  constitution  that  recognizes  any  such 
ulion  as  a  Cabinet  council  ;  and  the 
will  recollect  that  this  is  au  opinion 
I  expressed  long  since,  upon  an  oc- 
to  which  every  man  must  look  back 
b  regret  (his  majesty 's  last  illness).  The 
i  -which  I  then  declared,  1  have 
held,  and  still  bold,  that  a  Cabinet 
is  onkuowu  to  our  law,  and  has  in 
snee  whatever  beeTi  recognised  by 
parliament.  That  part  of  the  privy  coun- 
cil which  his  majesty  thinks  proper  ha- 
bituallv  to  consult  has,  indeed,  of  late 
yea  is,  been  denominated  the  Cabinet  coun- 
cil. But  names  are  ol  small  account  upon 
this  question.  Call  this  council  what  you 
•ill— either  the  mitusiew  of  Hate  or  the 
executive  committee,  ttul  the  law  can 
know  nothing  of  its  members  but  as  privy 
counsellors.  But  a  few  word*  as  to  the  ge- 
neral principles.  It  tbe  point  were  moot- 
ed, whethei  the  appointment  of  a  Cabi- 
net council  at  all  be  not  an  abuse  of  the 
royal  prerogative,  I  confess  there  would  be 
touch  to  say  on  both  sides,  and  I  should 
bave  great  doubts  which  course  to  lake. 
ilowever,  it  is  undeniably  a  body  which 
parliament  has  always  declined  lo  recog- 
nise; mid  their  avoiding  any  such  recog- 
nition has  afforded  some  advantage  to  the 
|t(.'Jr-mei]  on  the  other  side,  of  which  they 
bane  very  ddigeutly  availed  tbemseh 
Ah  the  existence  of  a  Cabinet  council 
•ever  been  iogaliy  acknowledged,  then 
at*  course,  no  legal  record  of  the  members 
•wnprssing  any  Cabinet;  and  we  have  it 
|  Wl  in  our  power  to  etate  any  thing  of  au- 
I      aWilv  upon  the  subject,  but  what  may  havi 
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can  always  be  got  at  in  a  way  that  is  very 
plain,  direct,  and  easy,  compared  to  that 
by  which  you  may  be  able  to  reach  his 
advisers.  There  are  to  be  seen  many 
cases  in  which  parliament -have  tried  to 
get  at  the  advisers  too.  But  how  have 
they  tried  to  do  so  ?  Look  at  the  mode,  and 
that  mode  alone  will  sustain  my  argument, 
that  the  Cabinet  counsellors  are  not  legally 
known.  For  in  the  addresses  presented 
upon  such  occasions  as  1  have  referred  to, 
it  will  be  found,  that  parliament  apply  to 
know  by  whom  any  measure  to  which  the 
address  alludes,  may  have  been  advised. 
Surely,  then,  such  an  application  serves  to 
shew,  that  the  Cabinet  has  never  been  deem- 
ed a  responsible  body ;  for,  if  it  were,  such 
an  application  would  be  quite  superfluous. 
But,  don't  confine  your  research  to  those 
addresses  ;  look  at  the  journals  through- 
out. Examine  the  several  articles  of  im- 
peachment on  record,  and  you  can  discover 
no  instance  of  any  man,  or  body  of  men, 
being  impeached  as  Cabinet  counsellors. 
Take  the  end  of  queen  Anne's  reign.  See 
the  articles  of  impeachment  exhibited 
against  the  earl  of  Oxford  for  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  peace  of  Utrecht.  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke  and  Mr.  Prior,  who  were  the 
persons  principally  concerned  in  that  trans- 
action, being  then  put  of  the  conn  try,  and 
beyond  the  reach  of  parliament,  it  was 
eagerly  endeavoured  to  implicate  lord  Ox- 
ford. In  prosecution  of  this  object  a  va- 
riety of  shifts  and  expedients  were  resorted 
to,  which  would  have  been  totally  unne- 
cessary had  the  Cabinet  council  been  con- 
sidered a  responsible  body.  No,  in  that 
case  it  would  be  all  easy  and  smooth.  But, 
in  that  case,  it  appears  that  not  one  word 
was  mentioned  which  could  countenance 
the  idea  of  any  recognition  of  a  responsi- 
ble Cabinet  council.  As  yet,  among  the 
leaders  of  those  who  promoted  the  im- 
peachment of  lord  Oxford,  were  many  very 
able  men,  among  others  sir  R.  Wal  pole. 
I  do  not  mention  this  statesman  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  myconcurrence  in 
the  general  censure  which  has  so  long  at- 
tached to  his  character.  On  the  contrary, 
I  think  that  he  experienced  much  unde- 
served obloquy,  as*  well  in  the  course  of 
his  life,  as  since  his  death.  But  I  confess, 
that  if  I  were  to  panegyrize  that  distin- 
guished man,  I  should  not  rest  my  pane- 
gyric upon  his  scrupulous  regard  to  the 
means  by  which  he  could  reach  his  object, 
particularly  when  stimulated  by  resent- 
ment.   Another  distinguished  person  se- 


conded sir  Robert  Wal  pole  in  this  | 
lion,  and  he  certainly,  however  es 
in  other  respects,  was  by  no  means  i 
able  for  moderation.     And  yet  th 
live,  able  men,  never,    in  their  ' 
achieve  their  purpose,  even  hinted 
the  establishment  of  which  would 
much   facilitated   their   success,    i 
existence  of  a  responsible  Cabinet 
— From  thi?,  and   from    every  otl 
cumbtance  that  applies,  I  infer  th 
a  council  was  never  legally  conc« 
exist.     Therefore,  the  firht  time  t 
mover  proposes  to  the  house  to  re 
the  existence  of  such  a  body,  and  il 
adopt  his  proposition,  I  would  ask, 
mean  to  stop  there?  If  you  even  d 
assure  you,  that  as  far  as  my  influe 
go,   1  will  not  allow  you.     For,  ii 
shape  you  acknowledge  the  exisfce 
Cabiuet  council,  we  must  go  on  1 
such  a  body  not  alone  formally,  bi 
known  to  the  house  and  to  the  lav 
gentlemen  who  support  the  motii 
state,  that  it  is  not  their  object  t 
far;   but  the  consequence  I  hav< 
must  naturally  tollow  the  adoption 
motion. — One  word  more  before  I 
part  of  the  subject.     Some  gentlen 
confound  the  functions  of  what  is  ci 
Cabinet  council,  and  therefore  it  mj 
cessary  to  state  a  distinction,  of  w 
noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  must  be 
Councils  frequently  meet,  which  ar 
bled  solely  for  the  purpose  of  atfordii 
members    an    opportunity  of  cq 
with  each  other,  and  stating  their  i 
ciprocally  on  points  connected  wi 
several  departments,   but  with  n< 
tion  of  communicating  the  resul 
majesty.  Indeed  upon  many  such 
would  not  only  be  unnecessary,  bt 
per  to  communicate  with  Ins  majei 
noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  knows  U 
allude.     On  other  occasions  the 
council  meet  to  advise  his  majest; 
Son.    In  the  former  case  of  meetin 
not  surely  be  pretended  that  any 
sibility  can  attach  to  the  proCee 
this  council,  or  that  any  individus 
ter  can  incur  censure  for  consult!! 
the  aid  of  whose  counsels  may  b 
and  necessary.    And  to  whom  si 
sponsibility  attach  in  the  latter  del 
of  meetings  ?    To   the  agent,  to 
who  executes  the  plan  resolved  01 
I  maintain,  to  be  well  founded.' 
this  committee  of  the  privy  counc 
order  any  project  which  did  not-; 
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judicial  ought  to  be  separate  from  the  le- 
gislative function.  Do  gentlemen  mean  to 
press  the  application  of  that  doctrine  to 
this  country?  No,  they  cannot,  tor  the 
case  of  ttie  lord  chancellor  immediately 
presents  itself.  Over  this  case,  howfrMff. 
it  has  been  attempted  to  puis,  by  the  aid 
of  a  tine  distinction.  In  order  lu  favour 
the  adoption  of  Montesquieu,  and  apply 
it  to  this  question,  it  is  maintained,  that 
there  is  a  material  difference  between  a 
civil  and  'a  criminal  judge. — The  gen- 
tlemen who  support  the  motion,  not  con- 
tent wilh  the  theory  of  Montesquieu, 
which  is  not  at  all  applicable  to  the  consti- 
tution of  this  country,  have  bad  lecotuse 
to  the  authority  of  Blackstone,  but  being 
unable  to  find  any  theory  exacl'y  to  answer 
the  maintenance  of  their  arguments,  they 
have,  1  observe,  endeavoured  to  part-  down 
different  theories,  iu  order  to  suit  their  pur- 
pose :  still  however,  they  have  failed.  But 
with  regard  to  Mackstone,  1  big  in  the  lirst 
instance  to  demur  to  his  authority  as  a 
great  constitutional  writer.  That  the  mu- 
nicipal law  was  laid  down  by  him  with  un- 
common perspicuity,  and  that  he  dilated 
upon  it  with  great  eloquence,  I  am  ready 
to  admit,  flis  purity  of  style  1  particular- 
ly admire-  Ho  was  distinguished  as  much 
for  simplicity  and  strength  as  any  writer  in 
the  English  language.  He  was  perfectly 
free  from  all  gallicisms  and  ridiculous  af- 
fectations, for  which  so  many  of  our  mo- 
dern authors  and  orators  are  so  remarkable. 
Upon  this  ground,  then. fore,  1  esteem  judge 
Illaeksione  ;  but,  as  a  constitutional  writer, 
he  is  by  no  means  an  object  of  my  esteem; 
and  for  this,  among  other  reasons,  that  he 
asserts  the  latter  years  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  second  (I  mean  those  which 
followed  the  enactment  of  the  Habeas  Cor- 
pus act)  to  have  been  the  most  constitution- 
al period  to  be  found  in  our  history,  not 
excepting  any  period  that  followed.  Now, 
it  would  be  inconsistent  with  all  the  prin- 
ciples which  1  have  ever  held,  to  regard 
such  a  writer  as*a  constitutional  authority, 
much  less  to  look  up  to  him  as  an  oracle. 
However,  the  words  quoted  from  this  au- 
thor by  the  gentleman  on  the  Other  side 
ire,  I  am  prepared  to  say,  quite  niisunder- 
tood.  When  Mackstone  says,  that  "  'a 
ndge  should  not  be  a  minister  of  state," 
le  means  the  word  minisLer  in  the  English 
ense.,  and  not  iu  the  German,  Italian,  or 
French  sense.  He  means,  of  course,  that 
,<lge  shall  noi  administer" the  affairs  of 
government.     But   thai    is  quite    a  dilfo- 


«0 probation,  and  against  which  [  should 
nmseouently  protest,  still  if  the  pi 
ticepuuita  We,  iny  protest  would 'not  avail 
la  ati]iiit  me  of  the  responsibility  that 
•null!  uriw  from  the  execution  of  it.  This 
IbtiWto  6c  the  general  rule  with  regard  lo 
b.juiiutmI  rc^ionsibility  ;  ;md  every  thing 
bit  has  occurred  d liferent  from  this  rule,  I 
Dinudrr  in  the  light  of  an  exception. — In 
ill  the  'observations  on  the  other  side  viitb 
ftiard  IO  "'is  subject,  gentlemen  appear 
*ltugrther  to  overlook  the 
Iliy  seem  indeed  to  forge 
at*  that  body;  for  in  talking  of  objects  of 
mbition  they  couline  themselves  to  the 
Cabinet  council.  Hut  pray  is  not  a  seal 
ntbe  privy  council  an  object  of  ambition 
tin,  ami  is  not  the  circumstance  of  being 
cruifc  oil"  from  that  body  a  cause  of  dis- 
pJcer  There  ma}1,  to  be  sure,  have  been 
autnees  where  such  striking  off  produced 
disgrace  or  mortilicalion  to  the  party 
.erned,  but  was  felt  rather 
pride.  But  yet,  to  say  generally,  that 
the  privy  council  is  not  an  object 
ambition,    and    a  removal    fr< 

of  mortification  and  disgrace,  would 
'holly  absurd.  Perhaps  the  desire  ol 
'  ling  the  seat  is  balanced  by  the  feai 
ie  it,  and  this  fear  affords  a  guaran- 
tee fur  a  privy  counsellor's  performance  ol 
bdoty.  These  counsellors  are  known  to 
and  it  is  known  that  if  any  one  ol 
should  advise  his  majesty,  he  is  re- 
Httrmble  for  such  advice,  whether  he  be- 
la»p  to  what  is  called  the  Cabinet  coun- 
oiornot. — Having  said  so  much  on  the 
•ibject  of  responsibility,  I  shall  now  go 
etofhe  other  points  connected  with  this 
"JWtion.  With  regard  lo  theoretical  prin- 
Ofle*.  the  name  of  Montesquieu  has  been 
•AJaced.  For  this  writer,  as  a  general 
Jlfcicai  philosopher,  1  entertain  the  high- 
•  inspect;  but  the  application  of  his  opi- 
iprebeusion  of.  The 
"aotution  of  England,  f  am  not  disposed 
•ainiit.  What  Montesquieu  chiefly  in- 
upon,  that  has  any  relation  to  the 
at  issue,  is  this,  that  tbe  legislative 
Id  be  totally  separate  from  the  judicial 
alive  functions.  Bit  will  any  man 
Ipt  lo  apply  this  rule  to  the  con- 
Ma  ol*  Lngiaud?  Will  you  separate 
^executive  government  altogether  from 
fcfcgulative  r  I  hardly  think  that  any 
of  th«t  sort,  is  ever  likely  to  hi 
to  Hi; 

such  wouhi,  or  ought 
But  Montesquieu  iay*j  Hurt  tin 
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xent  thing  from  the  manner  in  which  tlie 
gentlemen  on  the  other  tide  would  have  it 
understood  or  applied.  The  meaning  of 
IMacfotone,  however,  *ull  appear  to  be 
palpably  different  from  the  construction  of 
the  honourable  gentleman,  when  we  look 
«t  the  conduct  pursued  during  those  very 
latter  years  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
which  formed  the  subject  of  bis  panegyric. 
3t  will  be  recollected  that  in  the  course  of 
that  period  sir  Wm.  Temple  introduced  a 
"bill  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
privy  counsellors,  to  consist  of  about  30 
persons.  This  bill  was  shown  to,  end  ap- 
proved of  by,  lords  Essex,  Hollis,  Caven- 
dish, Russell,  and  all  the  best  men  of  the 
day,  and  yet  by  this  bill  it  was  provided) 
that  the  chief  justice  of  the  common 
pleas  should  be  a  member  of  the  proposed 
committee  of  council. — There  is  a  case 
illustrative  of  the  meaning  of  Blackstone, 
that  recognizes  a  principle  directly  op- 
posite to  that  which  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  are  anxious  to  establish; 
and  brought  forward  by  sir  Wm.  Temple, 
who  was  scandalized  at  the  misconduct  of 
that  government  which  Blackstone  panegy- 
rized. Butitiscleartbat  Black  stone's  mean- 
ing applied  not  to  any  thing  like  that  which 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  could  in- 
fer. A  judge  belonging  to  the  privy  coun- 
cil, according  to  the  sense  which  these  gen- 
tlemen attach  to  the  words  of  Blackstone, 
"would  incur  blame  ;  and  yet  they  disavow 
•any  intention  of  blaming  a  judge  upon  that 
ground. —So  far  as  to  the  principle  of  the 
appointment  complained  of.  I  shall  now  ad- 
vert to  the  practice.  I  am  told  that  there 
is  only  one  instance  stated  on  my  side; 
•namely,  that  of  lord  Hardwicke  ;  and  the 
gentlemen  are  so  good  as  to  give  me  the 
case  of  lord  Eldon  in  addition.  But  it  was 
stated  that  these  noble  lords  held  for  a  ve- 
ry short  time  only  the  offices  of  lord  chief 
justice  and  members  of  the  committee  of 
council.  But  the  shortness  of  the  time 
-was  of  little  account.  If  the  noble  lords 
thought  the  retention  of  such  offices  was 
contrary  to  constitutional  principle,  they 
would  not  snrely  sanction  by  their  own  acts 
the  ^violation  of  such  a  principle. — There 
was,  however  another  case,  that  of  lord 
Mansfield  :  that  noble  lord  connected  in  his 
own  person,  from  1757,  to  63,  the  two  si- 
tuations, the  junction  of  which  is  now  so 
much  complained  of.  I  do  not  mean  to 
discuss  the  character  of  lord  Mansfield, 
•who,  like  many  great -men,  had  very  good 
and  very  bad  qualities,  but  certainly  the 


odium  attached  to  it,  did  not  proceed  from 
his  merely  combining  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet 
with  the  chief  justiceship  of  the  King's 
Bench.  This  combination,  however,  is 
said  to  have  been  much  condemned  by  lord 
Shelburne,  and  to  prove  this,  a  speech  of 
that  noble  lord  has  been  quoted;  I  have 
looked  at  tlie  quotation,  and  the  words  are, 
as  reported,  absolute  nonsense,  and  there- 
fore, 1  am  persuaded,  never  were  uttered 
by  lord  Shelburne.  They  import  thai  no 
political  man  should  have  any  thing  to  do 
with  advising  that  which  it  belongs  to  his 
department  to  execute.  Why,  if  this  were 
a  fair  ground  of  censure,  it  would  apply 
to  myself  and  my  colleagues  beside  me,  who 
are  every  day  advising,  what  we  are  our- 
selves to  execute.  To  ascribe  such  an  obser- 
vation to  lord  Shelburne,  is  quite  ridiculous 
It  must  have  been  a  misprint  or  some  mis- 
conception, to  which  lord  Shelburne  who, 
like  myself,  spoke  very  quick,  was  ex- 
tremely liable.— But,  to  return  to  lord 
Mansfield ;  it  really  surprised  me  to  bear  it 
remarked  upon,  as  a  new  and  surprising 
article  of  intelligence,  that  that  noble  lord 
was  so  many  years  in  the  Cabinet,  and 
that  some  gentlemen  heard  it  this  night 
for  the  first  time.  What,  that  lord  Mauv 
field  could  have  been  so  many  years  in  the 
Cabinet  with  such  different  administration*, 
with  lord  Chatham,  the  duke  of  Newcastle, 
and  Mr.  Grenville,  and  all  the  time  have 
kept  snug  in  the  corner  and  be  unknown 
— preposterous  supposition  !  these  distin- 
guished men  not  ouly  knew  that  lord  Maos- 
tield  was  iu  the  Cabinet,  but  they  approved 
it.  If  they  did  not,  it  was  not  to  be  ima- 
gined that  they  would  have  allowed  it. 
The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  will  hard- 
ly think  that  if  I  conceived  the  thing  of 
which  they  complain  to  be  a  violation  of 
constitutional  principle  I  would  be  a  party 
to  it.  Let  them  then  give  the  same  fair 
play  to  lord  Chatham,  the  duke  of  New- 
castle, and  Mr.  Grenville.  With  them  also 
I  recollect  thai  other  distinguished  per- 
sons were  connected  in  the  same  Cabinet; 
among  others  my  father,  and  the  father  ef 
the  hon.  gent,  on  the  other  side  (Mr.  Ry- 
der); but  they  had  not  the  same  lights 
which  the  bon.  mover  would  throw  out  to 
the  present  ministers.  Had,  the  hon.  gent, 
been  20  years  older  he  would,  no  doubt, 
have  gone  to  lord  Chatham,  &c.  and  told 
them — "  You  are  a  parcel  of  old  tools  not 
to  know,  that  in  admitting  lord  Mansfield 
to  the  Cabinet,  you  are  viol  aim  g  a  consti- 
tutional principle  and  eodajageiing  the  jnua 
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lion  or  justice,  &c."  (a  laugh.1) 
It  these  persons  would  have  attend- 
the  lion,  gent. 'a  councils,   ur  not,  I 
iwifcer   Ifnnk   taat   lie   is  nut  unhappy,  lie 
«*i  unable  to  offer  them,  for  1  presume  lie 
)»  a*  lull*  wish  to   be  20  years  older  as 
•If.      As   to  the  injury  likely  to  result 
be  constitution,  from  lie inttodtwtioii 
i  chief  justice  into  tlie  Cabinet,  1  think 
foil  ol    the  present  reign,  which  usta- 
tbe  independence  of  the  judges,  and 
bears  oo  the  face  of  it  the   mark  ol 
been   the  suggestion  of  lord  Mi 
t   a  sufficient  answer  to  that  appre- 
i. — Hut  I  now  come  to  tin;   sp.cilic 
tioiis    made  to  a  chief  justice  of  the 
)l"    Kind's   Bench  sitting  in  the 
Now,    the    first   relates   to   libels; 
reply  to  this,  I  ahalj  only  say,  th; 
r  beard    of  such  a  thing  as  the  pri 
rty   of   prosecuting  for  a  libel  being  nt 
agitated  in  it  Cabinet  council;   I  n 
s*ed    any    thing  of  tbe  kind,   ai 
find    from  any  of  those  who 
thw   Cabinet    during  the  period  \ 
prosecutions   took    place,    that   the 
,ucb  prosecutions  was  ever  di? 
there,      Sure    1    am,   that  no  sin 
ought  to  take  place  there,     'i'l 
lion   of  questions  of  that  imtu. 
jrtv.perlv  belonged  to  the  office  of  the  seer 


Krai  to  prosed 
wo  has  been  ul 

furstious  Ol    ih 


I  orders  to  the  attorney  gf. 
:ute.— lint,  the  case  of  trea- 
.lUioi-'d  to.  Upon,  however. 
lord  F.Uenbornugli 
liable  tu  be  summoned  to  attend  the 
Cafoiitt  us  privy  counsellor,  as  he  is  in  his 
present  situation.  But,  I  contend,  thai 
to  is  likely  to  be  seriously  prepossessed 
kauch  previous  examination  as  the  in a- 
pttrates  are,  who  commit  prisoners,  or  as 
ftr  ju  Iges  trf  the  King's  Bench  arc,  when 
Ae*  gram  mi  information  upun  the  affidavit 
•(  tine  of  tiie  patties,  without  sending  the 
)  to  tbe  grand  juries.  I  have,  how- 
ao  hesitation  in  saying,  that  when  a 
t  ol  high  treason  conies  on  for  clis- 
u  in  the  Cabinet,  which  may  be  alicr- 
bruught  to  trial  in  the  court  ol 
Kkc'b  Bench,  the  absence  of  the  noble 
bra  who  is  the  subject  of  this  debate  from 
My  such  discussion  would  be  most  beco- 
wme,  I  should  certainly  fee)  it  right  to 
•bteut  myself  upon  such  an  occasion,  it 
of  the  noble  lord. 
hftw  many  are  Hie  subjects  couiicclec 
war  and  peace,  with  our  commerce 
upon  which  a  lurd  chief  jtsw 


may  be  consulted  without  exciting 
slightest  jealousy  or  objection?  Oa 
these  points,  however,  it  is  said,  you  must 
not  consult  him,  because  if  you  do,  you 
make  him  a  politician  ;  and  pray  do  gentle- 
forget,  that  by  the  very  oath  of  a  privy 
counsellor,  the  chief  justice  binds  himself 
give  such  advice?  If,  however,  you 
interdict  him,  as  the  advocates  of  the  mo- 
tion  propose,  what  dtf  you  mean  to  do 
with  him?  We  have  heard  of  the  dinner 
placed  before  Sancbo  Panja  :  if  he  wished 
lor  fish,  that  was  objected  to;  and  if  h* 
wished  for  meal,  an  objection  was  started 
also;  so,  between  the-  objections,  poo* 
Sain: ho  had  no  dinner  at  all.  Just  in  * 
similar  manner  do  the  friends  of  the  mo- 
tion propose  to  deal  with  lord  Elletibo- 
rough.  The  noble  lord  is  made  a  privy 
counsellor;  but  y«t  he  is  not  to  be  con- 
sulted upon  points  of  law,  lest  his  mind 
as  a  judge  should  be  prepossessed;  nor  is 
he  to  be  consulted  on  points  of  state,  lest 
he  should  be  made  a  politician.  Thus  it 
was  proposed  to  destroy  his  functions  as 
a  privy  counsellor  altogether. — The  right 
bun.  gent,  returned  to  the  subject  of  the 
illegal  incompatibility  of  the  judicial  and 
legislative  functions,  and  asserted  that 
such  incompatibility  was  never  known  to 
have  been  rigidly  and  altogether  insisted 
on,  but  in  two  instances;  the  first  of 
which,  that  which  took  place  under  the 
second  government,  after  the  commence- 
ment ot  the  revolution  in  France  ;  and 
the  second  instance  was  with  regard  to 
Turkey,  and  upon  this  he  had  read  no 
law  but  in  the  Arabian  Nights,  and  other 
such  works  (a  laugh);  according  to  which 
it  appeared,  that  the  bashaw  and  the  cadi 
must  always  be  separate — Adverting  to 
Ihe  statutes  which  applied  to  this  ones- 
,on,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  quoted  the 
cts  of  regency  adopted  on  the  proposition 
of  lord  chief  justice  Holt,  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne,  and  that  also  in  the  early 
part  of  his  present  majesty's  reign.  By 
Doth  these  acts,  he  stated  that  a  council 
to  assist  the  regent  was  appointed,  and 
it  was  expressly  provided  that  tbe  lord 
chief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench  should 
be  one  of  the  council.  Now,  it  must  be 
evident  that  in  such  cituation  the  chief 
justice  would  have  to  perform  the  same 
functions  as  lord  EtleifborouBU  would  be 
now  called  on  to  execute.  It  appeared, 
in  fact,  that  the  present  Cabinet  was  form- 
ed merely  on  the  model  laid  down  lor  the 
councils  of  regency   mentioned   in  those 
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Celebrated  acts.  The  last  act,  he  observed, 
was  supported  by  the  vote  of  Blackstone, 
who  on  this  night  was  quoted  as  adverse 
to  its  principle. — After  recapitulating  and 
ably  inforcing  his  several  arguments,  the 
right  hon.  gent,  insisted  that  the  propo- 
sition before  the  house  was  supported 
neither  by  precedent,  law,  argument  or  ex- 
pediency ;  he  took  notice  of  the  observa- 
tion of  the  statement  of  the  mover,  that 
the  motion  was  not  brought  forward  as  an 
opposition  question.  He  assured  the  hon. 
mover  and  his  supporters  that  he  was  not 
at  all  willing  to  court  or  provoke  oppo- 
sition to  his  measures.  On  the  contrary, 
he  should  be  glad  of  the  support  of  any 
set  of  gentlemen ;  but,  if  he  were  to  have 
an  opposition,  he  particularly  wished  that 
they  might  always  chase  such  questions  as 
that  now  before  the  house. 

Lord  Castfereagh  rose  and  spoke  as  fol- 
lows:— Sir;  notwithstanding  the  triumph- 
ant tone  in  which  the  right  hon.  gent,  has 
concluded  his  speech,  and  the  ability 
which  has  pervaded  every  r/art  of  it,  the 
objections  which  1  have  from  the  first  felt 
to  the  measure,  the  propriety  of  which  is 
now  brought  under  the  consideration  of 
the  house,  remain  undiminished.  Upon 
*  question  of  such  constitutional  impor- 
tance, it  is  satisfactory  to  observe  the 
temper  and  moderation  with  which  the 
argument  has  been  conducted.  No  sub- 
ject* could  have  a  stronger  claim  to  be 
discussed  upon  its  own  merits  unmixed 
with  party  feelings,  and  it  is  only  to  be 
lamented  that  the  reluctance  felt  by  many 
of  those  who  most  condemn  the  introduc- 
tion of  lord  Ellcnborough  to  the  Cabinet, 
to  assume  even  on  a  single  point  the  ap- 
pearance of  opposition  to  the  new  admi- 
nistration before  it  has  received  a  fair  trial, 
is  likely  to  prevent  the  sense  of  parliament 
from  being  taken  as  fully  and  fairly  upon 
this  measure  as  the  importance  of  it  seems 
to  require. — In  stating  my  sentiments  upon 
the  question,  I  should  wish  to  examine 
iiow  far  the  practice  of  introducing  a  com- 
mon law  Judge,  and  more  especially  a 
Chief  Jastice  into  the  Cabinet,  can  be 
justified  upon  the  ground  of  direct  prece- 
dent, or  even  of  analogy  drawn  from  their 
habitual  introduction  into  other  branches 
of  the  constitution. — And  first,  as  to  those 
parliamentary  precedents  which  may  be 
considered  as  of  higher  authority  than  the 
practice  of  any  individual,  however  emi- 
nent or  respectable  :  this  part  of  the  argu- 
ment rests  upon  the  three  regency  acts  of 


1705,  1751,  and  1765,  in  all  of  wl 
name  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Bench  is  introduced  into  the  cot 
regency.     It  must  be  admitted,  tb 
acts  give  some  degree  of  counter* 
the  introduction  of  the  Chief  Justi 
a  situation  of  political  trust,  co 
with  the  administration  of  the  ej 
government. — But,   when  the  rig 
gent,  assumes  the  Regency  Counc 
was  a  fixed  body,  not  rempveablc 
regent,  and  composed  of  other  per 
sides  the  executive  officers  of  thd 
(the  princes  of  the  blood  royal  for  i 
and  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury 
similar  to  the  Cabinet,  either  in  it! 
tution  or  in  its  functions,  he  assum 
than  the  obvious  nature  of  that 
will  warrant. — Jt  is  also  to  be  ol 
that  the  authority  of  acts  of  parliai 
points  collateral    and    incidental 
main  object  of  the  act,  more  « 
when  no  question  arose  at  the  tii 
spect  to  such  points,  are  entitled  c 
tively  to  but  little  attention.     Th< 
policy  of  these  bills  was,  it  is  tn 
discussed,  but  no  question  was  se 
made  upon  the  propriety  of  inclu 
Chief  Justice..    His  nomination  p 
silence.     It  was  proposed  in  dis 
on  the  act  of  1705,  to  exclude  i 
council  lord  Godolphin,  then  at  * 
of  the  treasury,  the  objection  in 
stance  was  evidently  levelled  at  tb 
dual  and  not  at  the  office,  and  tb 
sition  was  over-ruled,  as  was  ac 
include  the  lord  mayor  of  Londor 
these   exceptions,     the   propriety 
official  selections  was  little  canvasi 
if  the  Chief  Justice's  name  had  c 
introduced  into  those  bills  on   t 
mature  deliberation,  it  would  by  i 
follow  that  the  same  reasons  mu 
the  introduction  of  that  Magisti 
the  Cabinet,  which  might  properl 
the  legislature  to  give  him  a  place 
manent  council  of  the  nature  alluc 
council  entrusted,  during  the  mil 
absence  of  the  sovereign,  with  the 
as  well  as   with  the  conservatio 
rights  and  property  of  the  crown.— 
to  be  observed,  except  during  the 
riod  of  about  live  weeks,  which  ela 
tween  the  death   of  queen  Anne  ai 
rival  of  George  the  First  in  Engb 
none  of  these  acts  were  ever  act 
No  experience,  therefore,  could  I 
their  practical  inconvenience  in  tl: 
other  instance)  but,  the  most  si 
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•art 'deration  of  them  will  be  sufficient  to 

matij  any  candid  mind,  that  their  frame 

and  canst itution  is  wholly  inapplicable  to 

lit  present  times.    Their  authority, 

ttdent*  iu  the  debates  on  the  regency  in 

I7S8.    was  generally  condemned,  and   by 

■n  individual  with  more  ability  or  effect 

tluo  by  the  noble  lord  now  at  the  head  of 

b»  majesty's  councils,   when  he   filled  the 

MraTthn  bouse. — We  bav», 

class  of  precedents  entitled   to 

Htkmtitin,     namely,     those 

fiweomg    immediately   from  Oie 

vested  in  certain  .(isoiis  un 

of  Custodes  llegn:,  rffiio»*P8l  leat  plea- 

Mid    bearing,    iu    that   particular,  a 

t  resemblance  to  the  members  of  the 

piich  powers  as  are  necessary  for 

w     n  the  executive  government 

absence  of  the   Ling.     Of  these,  there 

ijxvards   of   twenty   which   occur  be- 

evolution  and  the  year  1J"55 

in  none  dues  the  name  of  the  Chief  Jus- 

'.  The  Functions  of  the  Custodes 

being  exercised  under  the  direction 

sovereign,  and  upon  communication 

lira,   the  same  precautions 

is.it  e  for  the  security  of  the  rights  of 

which   were  necessary  while 

king  was  minor;  awl  this  observath 

may  explain,  why  such  characters  as  t! 

Archbishop   of  Canterbury,  ami   the  Chief 

Justice    of   the   King's   Bench 

deced  into    the   parliamentary 

regency,  whilst  they   were   excluded  from 

i.'.o-e  iinmedialek'  appointed  by  the 

igle  correct  precedent  of  modern 
tatieson  which  any  argument  can  be  found- 
ed, is  that  ollord  Mausiield;  anr',  in  referring 
to  that  solitary  case,  it  is  fair  to  consider 
au  deriving  a  sanction  not  only  from  the 
eodence  it  affords  of  the  noble  lord's  own 
opinion  on  the  subject,  but  from  the  ac- 
quiescence of  those  who  either  sat  with 
iim  in  the  Cabinet,  or  suffered  him  to  sit 
fere  unquestioned  in  parliament. — I  con- 
sider the  case  of  lord  Mansfield,  as  the 
■tly  one  really  in  point:  that  of  lord 
Utrdwicke  being  clearly  inapplicable,  iu- 
Mnocb  as  lie  never  had  a  seat  in  the  Ca- 
baet  till  he  had  accepted  the  Seals,  and 
■Jj  held  the  chief  justiceship  for  a  few 
Maths,  till  his  successor  Chief  Justice  Lee 
tu  appointed.  He  had  then  ceased  to 
Hm  Chief  Justice,  and  had  taken  upon 
character  and  all  the  functions  of 
political  as  well  judicial. — It 
be  contended  that  the  weight 
,   were  it  stronger  than  it  is, 


would  only  go  to  render  it  more  necessary 
to  correct  Hie  practice  if  it  be  inexpedient, 
as  1  maintain  it  to  be.  The  countenance' 
which  this  measure  may  derive  from  pre- 
cedent, may  render  less  censurable  those 
by  whom  it  has  been  advised  or  adopted  : 
but,  perseverance  iu  a  bad  practice  cannot 
be  justified  ou  any  such  ground. — 1  own, 
however,  that  the  precedent  of  lord 
Mansfield  appears  to  me  calculated  rather 

sors  what  they  should  avoidj  llian  to 
operate  as  an  encouragement  to  them  to 
follow  his  example,  No  Judge  of  more 
coinpreheiiftivt  knowledge,  or  of  mora 
splendid  talents,  ever  sat  upon  the  Bench] 
yet  no,  one  ever  possessed  in  a  less  degree 
the  confidence  of  the  public.  He  was  re- 
garded with  jealousy,  (perhaps  unjustly 
so)  as  carrying  his  political  feelings  with 
him  into  court,  and  was  never  able  to  con^ 
quer  the  effects  of  having  so  intimatilv 
connected  himself  with  the  politics  ai  d 
the  party  of  the  day.  There  is  every  rea* 
son  to  believe,  that  lord  Mansfield  was 
himself  deeply  impressed  with  tbe  sense  of 
his  own  indiscretion,  in  having  become 
member  of  the  Cabinet,  He  certainly  de- 
clined to  return  to  it  after  the  year  1705, 
and  is  said  to  have  lamented  to  the  last 
hour  of  his  life,  that  he  had  ever  suffered 
ielf  to  be  placed  in  this  anomalous  and 
rdous  predicament.  —The  arguments 
rn  by  analogy  from  the  circumstance 
of  chief"  Justices  being  habitually  members 
of  the  house  of  peers  and  of  the  privy 
unctl,  will  prove  nothing  in  support  of 
their  being  called  to  the  Cabinet  upon  or* 
diriary  occasions,  if  the  purposes  fur  which 
are  placed  in  those  situations  are  fairly 
idcred.  The  house  of  lords  being  a 
Judicial  body  and  a  court  of  appeal,  neces- 
ily  requires  the  presence  of  legal  cha- 
tera,  to  conduct  a  jurisdiction  which  in 
practice  devolves  entirely  on  them,  and  no 
persons  can  be  so  fit  to  be  entrusted  with 
this  task,  as  the  duel  Judges,  and  superior 
members  of  the  professions  without  whose 
aid  the  whole  direction  of  the  linuse  on 
legal  subjects  would  devolve  on  the  chan- 
cellor for  the  time  being:  a  circumstance 
by  no  means  to  be  desired. — So  introduced 
into  the  legislature,  they  are  certainly 
precluded  by  any  law  from  er.teriig 
all  the  heat  of  politics:  but  it  in 
equally  certain,  that  in  so  doing  they  would 
forfeit  much  of  the  respect  and  reverence, 
'Inch  is  now  paid  to  them,  and  it  would 
be  justly  imputed  to  them  a*  an  impie* 
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placed  in  a  situation  where  it  would  be 
Utterly  impossible  for  him  to  divest  him- 
self entirely  of  the  feelings  of  party,  and 
which  would  naturally  render  him  liable 
to  suspicion?  Now,  with  respect  to  the 
class  of  examples  mentioned  by  the  right 
hon.  gent.,  there  was  a  great  and  evident 
distinction  between  them  and  the  case  un- 
der consideration.  It  was  not  by  any 
means  unfit  that  a  judge  should  form  part 
of  a  council,  which  was  to  preserve  the 
lights  of  sovereigns,  bat  where  no  party 
politics  prevailed.  But  here,  in  fact,  the 
judge  Was  under  the  controul  of  the  exe- 
cutive government,  and  instantly  became 
•  party  politician ;  and,  if  ever  there 
could  be  cases,  where  he  should  doubt 
whether  it  was  proper  that  judges  should 
occupy  places  as  regents  or  governors,  it 
would  be  in  cases  where  these  judges 
had  in  the  first  place  been  Cabinet  minis- 
ters. The  case  of  lord  Hardwicke,  he  un- 
derstood to  be  given  up,  [no,  no,  from  the. 
other  side].  He  certainly  had  heard  no- 
thing positively  asserted  on  that  head. 
But  the  truth  was,  that  he,  after  accept- 
ing the  office  of  the  chancellor,  had  held 
his  former  situation  for  a  short  time,  mere- 
ly till  a  successor  could  be  appointed. 
Why,  he  would  give  them  another  instance 
of  this  kind  :  lord  Eldon  had  for  two 
months  subsequent  to  his  acceptance  of 
the  chancellorship,  held  his  former  office 
of  chief  justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  till 
his  successor  could  be  appointed.  Why, 
then,  they  remained  with  the  single  exam- 
ple of  lord  Mansfield.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  had  said,  that  lord  Mansfield  had 
held  both  situations,  and  no  notice  had 
been  taken  of  it  by  parliament,  although 
the  thing  must  have  been  notorious. 
Now,  though  positive  evidence  could  not 
be  had  on  this  subject,  yet  he  could  bring 
circumstantial  evidence  that  the  thing  was 
not  generally  known.  There  were  surmises 
about  it,  and  as  often  as  it  was  alluded  to, 
it  was  marked  with  reprobation.  Indeed,  13 
years  afterwards,  his  having  sat  in  the 
Cabinet  while  lord  chief  justice  was  imputed 
to  him  as  a  charge  by  the  father  of  a  noble 
lord  opposite  to  him  (lord  H.  Petty),  and  the 
question  directly  put  to  him,  whether  or 
not  the  thing  was  true.  This  was  put  in  the 
most  forcible  terms,  and  lord  Mansfield 
admitted  it,  but  said  that  he  bad,  for  some 
time,  begged  leave  not  to  act  as  an  efficient 
member.  From  this  it  appeared  that  the 
example  was  by  no  means  notorious,  and 
it  was  still  more  evident  from  the  remark 


of  lord  Shelburne,  who  said,    *f  tb 
noble  lord  had  confessed  that  there 
time  when  he  had  infringed  the  prii 
of  the  constitution  by  acting  as  a  C 
minister  and  as  lord  chief  justice 
same  time."      This  was  the    remi 
lord  Shelburne,  who  continued  by  t 
ir?,  "  that  the  excellence  of  the 
constitution  ky  in  keeping  the  exc 
and  judicial  powers  as  separate  ao 
tinct  as  possible  ;"   and  why  ?  Not 
reason  given  by  the  right  hon.  gei 
"  that  a  person  might  not  be  uzh| 
necessity  of  advising  in  one  capacit 
he  might  be  called  upon  to    ex« 
another."     This  example  then  fell 
ground.     No  one  was  more  ready 
knowledge  a  high  admiration  of  the 
of  lord   Mansfield  than    he  was, 
would  ask  any  person  who  had  r 
history  of  these  times,  whether  ths 
and  learned  judge  would   not  hm 
much  more  essential  service  to  h« 
try  if  he  had  not  mixed  the  chan 
the  politician  with  that  of  the  judge 
you  had  the  example  of  his  matun 
ment  against  that  of  his  earlier  yei 
by  refusing  to  act  as  a  Cabinet  1 
after  the  year  1765,  he  in  some  1 
tacitly   condemned  his    former   c 
The  only  defence  that  could  be  off 
the  admission  of  the  chief  justice 
Cabinet  would  be  necessity,  or  stroi 
diency:  but    neither   had  been 
There  was  an  attempt  to  prove  tl 
diency:  but  as  to  the  necessity,  tl 
had  not  even  been  attempted, 
ving  failed  in  the  way  of  exam]; 
right  hon.  gent,  had  recourse  to  1 
and  observed  that  the  lord  chance 
a  Cabinet  minister;    and  said, 
would  not  be  answered  here  with 
mark  that  the  chancellor  had  no 
do  with  criminal  causes.     But  he 
answered  in  this  way,  and  the  cl: 
could  be  removed  in  two  ways,  eitl 
crown,  which  would  not  continu( 
ploy  a  servant  who  might  be  disl: 
by  an  address  of  parliament,  for  n 
tion  in  office.     But,  suppose  lor 
borough  should  give  the  worst  ad' 
could  be  conceived  to  his  majes 
pose  he  should  advise  him  to  trt 
all  laws,  or  throw  them  into  the  £ 
could  be  done  ?  Could  you  rem 
from  his  office  of  chief  justice* 
he  had  committed  no  malversat 
could  you  address  the  throne  to 
him  from  the  Cabinet?  For  his 
3 


I    »] 

I     Mold   conceive  no  greater  curse  to  a  free 

I    amMty  thsti  an  irretnoynt-le  Cabinet  mi- 

janr^-Nn*,  thtse  were  the  grounds  on 

wtieh  be  •uppurlciJ  the  motion,     tie  al- 

kwnl  all  tbo  1A.11I5  mid  virtues  th;it  had 
been  ascribed  in  tiic  noble  and  learned 
Mft,  and  had  no  doubt  that  their  appli- 
cation would  be  found  r.t  no  little-  u.-e  in 
t  Cabinet,  were  il  not  that  he  held  ,i  si- 
jriDu  uiicrlv  incompatible,  in  bis  ideas, 
riti  die  proper  discharge  of  its  duties. 
":  linukht  it  1  here  tore  unwise  in  the 
(Wlcrt  degree  to  place  him  in  a  situation 
;h  nucht  bring  suspicion  on  his  judicial 
tteacirr.  The  example  was.  supported 
kr  ao  nnalogv.  Xi>  expediency  true  pro* 
Nd,  and  tbo  pwoterf aj  necetsky  had  nut 
cteo  hern  attempted.  He  valued  highly 
Ae  noble  and  learned  lurd's  abilities;  but 
bf  thoug'it  the  administration  ol  the  mil - 
uripui  justice  o<  the  country  a  nutter  of 
ufb  intuiiif-  importance,  that  he  would 
not  pu.rrb.iwt  all  the  services  which  for 
i-in  iii-r.  uhin*  moid  render  in  the  Ca- 
imct,  fur  a  suspicion  of  one  hour  attached 
to  hi*  ebunmter  as  a  jodfcfc 

Lord  Ttmpif  said,  he  Wfta  convinced  that 
tb«    holt,    mover   of    Una  business  luicl  lint 

brought   it    forward  a;  a  party   question. 
was  Mtatk-d  that,  as  ho  himseli  stated, 
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ihe  real  cause  of  whatever  impression  had 
bop  BMbB,  uuiJthik  wasall  tiiatwas  meant 
by  his  right  hon.  friend.  But  without 
troubling  the  house  at  any  length  after  the 
qiMMlNai  had  been  so  full v  discussed  by  his 
right  hon.  friend,  he  would  advert  to  it 
briefly  lit  a  constitutional  point  of  view. 
It  whs  said  on  the  other  side,  that 
chief  justice  of  the  Kins'3  Bench, 
uot  to  be  a  C'-aUiiiet  minister.  Now,  from 
our  history,  ill)  a  late  period,  nothing 
criuUl  be  found  concerning  a  Cabinet,  and 
the  privy  council  performed  all  the  duties 
which  were  now  executed  by  a  select  com- 
mittee of  that  council.  As  a  proof  of  Ibis, 
Charles  I.  was  the  first  of  our  monarebs 
who  formed  a  Cabinet,  which  was  alter* 
Wards  abolished  by  Charles  II.  At  the 
death  of  queen  Anne,  the  dukes  of  Argyll 
and  Somerset  entered  the  Cabinet,  and 
insisted  upon  taking  their  seats  as  member* 
■  il  the  privy  council.  The  Cabinet  1 
not  responsible  as  a  Cabinet,  but  the  mi- 
nisters were  responsible  as  the  officers  of 
the  crown.  Every  one's  responsibility  de- 
pended on  the  office  he   held.     A  privy 

ii»elior  was  responsible  as  a  privy  co 
seller,    and  a   peer   as   a  peer;    but   none 
a   responsible  as    Cabinet    ministers 
v  then,  though  these  resolutions  should 
,   they   could    only    be   considered   as 
B  waste  paper ;  for  though  lord  Kllen- 
lugD   should   be  removed  from  the  Ca- 
:t,  he  would  be  exactly  in  the  same  si- 
tuation as  before  in  his  capacity  of  privy 
counsellor,   in  his  capacity  as   a  peer,  and 
as  the  representative  of  the  king.     If  they 
were  to  be  passed,  then  they  would  not 
go   far  enough,  for  iu  order  to  come  up 
completely  to  the  intentions  of  those  who 
supported  them,   they  ought  to  propose 
the   removal   of  lord    Elkmborough  from 
his  situation  as  a  judge,  as  a  peer,  and  as 
a  privy  counsellor.     If  there  was  an  evil, 
the  remedy  proposed    was   inadequate   to 
remove  it.      It    the    gentlemen    thought 
that   the    constitution    wanted   reform    in 
this  point,    it   wits  open   for  them   to  slate 
what    reform    they    wished.     The    present 
■e  mere  nullities.     Now,  this 
jBl  him  to   the  question,   whether  a 
judge   might  properly   advise    his  majesty 
Cabinet    minister?     '1'he  hon.   mover 
had  recourse  to  judge   Bluckstone  011  this 
point;  yet,    however,    respectable   as   this 
ihority  was,   he  would  iu  such  %  case  as 
is  expect  something  more  than  assertion; 
but  he  would  go  farther,  and  say,  that  the 
meaning  of  tho  judge  in  this  passage,  was 


Jure  support 

he  famuli  ted  1 


lueh  th.it  before  such  a  thing 
,  the  hon,  mover  and  those 
with  him  had  not  bettei 
ithonties  ou  which  they  had 
ndier  than  ' 


etiie 


■  had  a 


cvnhteit  right,  by  iiis  merngi 
i«a  ministers,  parliament  hart  a  rtg.fi 
Declare  its  approbation  or  djeapftrabi 
t4  those  ministers.  But  when  a  tin 
Ustejid  of  being  brought  against  the 
•filers  collectively,  was  confined  to 
toanndual,    it  assumed    a   most   iuviil 

1    Meed.     The   light   Lion.  Rent.  (Mr.   ( 
■eg)   had   said  that    his   right  hon.  frieud 
Ofr,  Bond)    had  admitted  that  au  impres- 
ts*, bad  beeu  made  on   the  minds  of  the 

.    >Mplc  of  this  country   by  the  measure  11 
very  prope.i 


.  far 


t  then  tfittt    i 


nsuan  had  been  made,  not  by  tlic  thing 
AMU,  but  because  several  respectable  peu- 
■  fie  bad  expressed  doubts  011  the  subject, 
I  ttwheae  oppiuions  they  were  accustomed 
I  *p*va  becuiu.tig  deference.  Xais  was 
I      V.,i.  VI. 
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would  he  have  said  if  my  late  right  hoD. 
friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  disclaimed  all  re- 
sponsibility on  account  of  the  late  confe- 
deracy on  the  Continent,  referring  his  op- 
ponents to  my  noble  friend  in  another 
house  (lord  Mulgrave)  as  being  alone  re- 
sponsible for  all  such  measures,  with  the 
addition  perhaps  of  the  lord  chancellor 
who  affiled  the  great  seal  to  the  treaties  ? 
Would  any  minister  have  availed  himself 
of  so  contemptible  a  subterfuge  ?  or  would 
the  house  have  endured  such  a  doctrine  ? 
Is  not  the  Cabinet,  in  the  modern  practice 
of  the  constitution,  as  well  known  to  par- 
liament as  if  the  existence  of  such  a  coun- 
cil had  been  an  object  of  express  legisla- 
tive provision  ?  have  not  the  members  of 
the  Cabinet  been  always  considered  by  the 
country,  and  have  they  not  always  consi- 
dered themselves,  whatever  may  have  been 
their  offices,    or  even  if  they  sat  there 
without  office,  both   as   individually  and 
collectively  responsible  for  the  measures 
of  government?    It    may   frequently   be 
more  difficult  to  establish  the  fact  of  par- 
ticipation in  the  guilt  of  any  criminal  mea- 
sure against  the  minister  who  has  only  ad- 
vised, than  it  would  be  to  prove  it  against 
the  minister  who  has  executed  a  measure,  no 
other  evidence  being  required  in  the  latter 
case,    than   the  order   or  instrument  by 
which  the  criminal  act  has  been  either  di- 
rected or  performed.     But  the  greater  or 
less  degree  of  difficulty  which  may  attend 
the  proofs  of  the  fact,  in  particular  instan- 
ces, cannot  affect  the  general  question  of 
responsibility.     When  the  commons    im- 
peached  lord    Somers,  lord  Halifax,  and 
lord  Oxford,  on  account  of  the  Partition 
Treaty,  neither   the  lord  Treasurer,  lord 
Halifax,  nor  lortl  Oxford,  who  presided  at 
the   Admiralty,  could   in   the  right  hon. 
genL's  sense  of  responsibility  be  deemed 
responsible ;  yet  the  house  of   commons 
never  hesitated  to  consider  them  as  equally 
answerable  for  that  measure  with  their  col- 
leagues in  the    government.     The    right 
hon.  gent,  has  admitted   that   any  privy 
counsellor  is  liable  to  answer  for  the  ad- 
vice which  he  may  give  to  the  crown  ;  but 
he  cannot  by  such  admission  exempt  those 
privy  counsellors,  who  are  avowedly  select- 
ed, habitually  to  advise  his  majesty  on  the 
current  affairs  of   his  government,   from 
that   general  responsibility  which  results 
of  course  from  their  being  charged  with  the 
duty  of  giving  that  advice  constantly  and 
systematically,  which   other  privy  coun- 
sellors aTe  in  the  habit  of  giving  only  oc- 


casionally, if  at  all.    Independently 
ever,  of  the  application  of  the  righ 
gent.'s   argument  to  the  present  qi 
it  is  of  no  small  importance  that  the 
try  at  large,  and  that  Europe  shoi 
informed,    whether    the   Cabinet  < 
generally,  with  the  noble  lord  (Grt 
at  its  head,  is  to  be  considered  as  i 
sible  for  all  the  measures  of  goven 
or  whether  those   alone   who  can 
execution  the  respective  acts  are  a 
able  r  It  is  right  that  it  should ^be  dil 
understood,  whether  the  only  seciii 
have  for  the  administration  of  forei 
fairs  on  wise  and  sound  principles' 
right  hon.  gent,  himself;  whether  th 
tary  system  of  the  country  is  excl 
committed  to  the  separate  respoo 
of  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  war  < 
ment,  and  whether  the  first  lord 
treasury's  responsibility  is  in  the  ] 
administration,  to  be  really  vie  wet 
ail  questions  not  immediately  rela1 
his  own  immediate  department,  in  n 
light   than   in  that  of  an  ordinary 
Counsellor?     If  the  right  hon.  gel 
failed  in  divesting  lord  Ellenboro 
the  responsible  character  of   a  m 
summoned  as  he  is  acknowledged 
habitually,  and    not  occasionally, 
deliberations  of  the  Cabinet ;  if  he  h 
ed  to  disprove  the  obvious  inconvec 
to  say  the  least  of  such  an  union  of 
patible  functions,   in  the    same    ] 
which  must  perpetually  compel  1 
abandon  his  duty  either  as  a  Mini 
as  a  Judge ;  if  he  has  failed  to  prod* 
ther  from  precedent  or  analogy  ai 
quate  arguments  to  sustain  a  prac 
obviously  injurious;  as  little  has  t 
ceeded  in  establishing  any  sufficient 
either  of  expediency  or  necessity  to 
in  the  instance  immediately  before 
adoption  of  a  measure,  which  is  o 
general  principles  to  the  strongest 
tion.     And  first,  as  to  the  necessil 
Admitting,  which  I  am  perfectly  r 
do,  the  personal  qualifications  of 
dividual  for  such  a  confidential  tru 
the  right  hon.  gent,  contend,  that  < 
recurring  to  the  King's  Bench,  it  i 
possible  for  them  to  form  their  j 
ment  ?  Will  he  maintain  that  at  leai 
quate  qualifications  for  the  Cabine 
not  have  been  found  in  some  oth< 
ter  ?     I  am  certainly  not  one  of  the 
have  discovered  that  the  present  ai 
tration  comprehends  all  the  talents, 
experience,  ail  the  respectability. 
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the  virtue  of  the  country.  But,  would  it 
Dot,  on  the  other  hand,  he  to  disparage 
them  unjustly,  to  suppose  that  this  com- 
prehensive Onion  of  i'arties,  did  not  in 
the  whole  extent  of  the  various  connectives 
of  which  it  consists,  afford  the  means  of  slip- 
ping lord  Ellenborough's  place,  leaving 
km  m  liberty  to  pursue  the  duties  of  his 
««n  high  situation?  Can  the  right  hon. 
f»t.  in  justice  to  his  own  chancellor  as- 
K*t,  that  without  the  introduction  of  lord 
EUcoborougb,  the  Cabinet  would  have 
been  destitute  of  adequate  legal  abilities .' 
Kill  he  contend  that  the  addition  of  the 
lamed  lord's  political  and  constitutional 
knowledge  was  absolutely  requisite  to  the 
enentlulion  of  the  government?  To  the 
Mund  constitutional  principles  of  the  noble 
Kut  learned  lord,  I  beg  to  be  amongst 
tnt  to  bear  testimony;  his  presence 
ifce  Cabinet  is  certainly  a  circumstai 
abtch  creates  confidence  and  not  distrust 
any  mind;  and  were  he  there  without 
enjudice  to  what  1  must  deem  di 
superior  importance,  I  should  reji 
kn  k;rpoimment.  But,  I  cannot  persuade 
Bii*If  ihdt  his  place  might  not  have  been 
Implied  by  others  equally  entitled  mi  ge- 
koal  constitutional  grounds  to  my  conti- 
fcete,  who  appear  to  have  been  unac- 
ttmttahly  excluded,  whilst  his  lordship  hi 

■  constitutional   policy,   if  not  of  I 
ifcr  appointment  is  not  sustainable 
pounds  of  necessity,   it  appears  still  less 
enable  of  being  supporti 
tusof  Policy  and  Expediency. — Can  the 
Bjht  bou.  gent,  contemplate  the  judic 
Minn  nf  the  country]  can  he   advert 
fe  rat  principles  upon  which  it  has  be 
Wed    and   improved]   the  care  that  has 
Va  taken   to  render    the  situation  of  a 
Jk%e  not  only  iudi  pendent  of  every  influ- 
«tnd   especially  of  that  of  the  crown, 
•*  to  consider  them  as  a  distinct  order  in 
At  community,  to  which  the  nation  might 
**k  up  with  unlimited  confidence  a?  sulety 
■ientirely  devoted  to  the  administration 
^jwjcc,  and  removed  from  the  political 
■W»  or  party  struggles    of  the    times? 
I  us  be  thus  contemplate  the  dignified  and 
1  "*--Btion  of  a  judge  acting  within 
sphere,  and   deem   it  either  of 
importance  or   of   little  danger  to 
■hief  justice,   to  descend  from 
for  the  purpose  of  in- 
hraiself  in  all   the  confusion  and 
uf  political  life?     What 


this  moment  to  form  of  the  confidence  or 
popularity  which   attaches   to   the  present 
administration,  it  is  not  for  me  to  surmise. 
But,  whether  he  is  disposed  to  feel  more 
or  less  sanguinely  upon  this  point,  I  am 
sure  he  has  known  too  much  of  political 
life,  to  take  for  granted,  that  it  may  not  in 
progress  of  time,  and  perhaps  at  no  very 
distant  period,  become  not  only  unpopular 
bnt  odious.      Why,  then,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  nation,  are  the  character  and  influence 
of  our  First  Criminal  Judge,  in  short  all 
his  best  means  of  doing  good,  to  be  un- 
necessarily embarked  in  the  frail  and  unl 
certain  fate  of  this  or  any  administration  t 
Why  is  he  to  be  thus  exposed  to  all  the 
jealousy,  to  all  the  hatred,  to  all  the  re- 
proaches   (frequently  most  unjust),  which 
those  in  high  political  stations  are  doomed 
to  suffer?  As  long  as  he  remains  on  the 
bench  of  justice,  abstracted  from  such  strug- 
gles, whatever    errors    he    may  commit, 
however  he  may  find  himself  compelled  to 
act  in  opposition  to  the  popular  feeling,  his 
conduct  will  be  regarded  with  confidence; 
and  even  his  mistakes  will  be  respected^ 
All  parties  will  concur  in  upholding  him. 
But,  let  him  once  assume  the  character  of  a 
party  man  and  a  politician,  let  him  once 
embark  in  the  same  bottom  with  the  ad. 
inistration  of  the  day,  and  he  is  imme- 
diately exposed  to  all  the  rancour,  to  all 
the  fair  censure,  to  all  the  illiberal  and 
mjust  reproach  to  which  governments  are 
iable.  These  popular  prejudices  will  pursue 
him  into  the  courts  of  justice,  and  he  will 
:re  find  suspicion  and   crimination  sub- 
:uted  for  that  confidence  and  reverence 
which  attended  on  him  while  he  was  oolj. 
judge. — That  the  objection  of  Influence 
innot  be  dismissed  from  this  case,  will  be 
bvious  when  we  consider  the  high  value 
attached  by  all  men  to  a  seat  in  the  Ca- 
binet.    The  right  hon.  gent,  has  argued 
because  a  chief  judge  is  usually  a 
privy  counsellor,    and  because  a  seat  at 
that  board  is  a  situation  which  most  mea 
are  desirous  of  obtaining,  and  which  they 
illing  to  be  deprived  of,  it  must 
therefore  follow,  that  the  objection  oil  the 
;  would  not  be  strength- 
ened by  the   introduction  of  a  judge  from 
the  privy  council   into  the   Cabinet.     But 
:ly  it  cannot   be  contended,    that  the 
degrees  of  influence  arising  from  the  two 
y  respect  to  be  com- 
pared to  each  other.     Can  an  ordinary 
seat  at  the  privy  council,  which  does  not  ne- 


right  ben.  gent,  is  prepared  ai    cessarily  give,orinits  consequences  lead  ti 


/ 
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any  political  confidence,  and  from  which 
no  one  is  ever  removed  except  for  mis- 
conduct, bear  any  comparison  with  the  si- 
tuation of  a  person  included  among  those 
members  of  the  council  to  whom  his  ma- 
jesty intrusts  the  general  administration  oi 
ids  affairs*  and  who,  for  the  time,  are  col- 
lectively charged  wish  the  trust  of  advising 
lum  upon  every  act  of  his  government? 
Looking  at  the  spirit  of  those  wise  and 
Salutary  provisions  which  were  brought  to 
perfection  upon  the  gracious  suggestion  of 
Lis  present  majesty,  and  admitting  the  fair 
distinction  that  has  been  taken  between 
kooorary  situations   and  those  attended 
with  emolument,  can  we  doubt  that  a  seat 
in  the  Cabinet    (ihougb    unaccompanied 
with  salary)  furnishes,  with  respect  to  nine 
men  in  ten,  more  substantive  means  of  in- 
fluence than  any  office  in  the  state,  how- 
ever lucrative,  to  which  a  similar  mark  of 
confidence  does  not  attach  }  I  must  there- 
fore Maintain,  even  upon  this  ground,  that 
the  appointment  of  lord  Ellenborough  to  a 
seat  in  the  Cabinet  is  a  departure  from  the 
Spirit,  if  not  from  the  letter  of  those  laws, 
by  which  the  legislature  has  endeavoured 
to  prevent  the  crown,  that  is,  the  minister 
of  the  day,  from  exercising  any  influence 
whatever  over  the  Judges  of  the  land. — 
Upon  the  whole,  I  consider  the  removal  of 
the  chief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench  from 
Us  natural  and  proper  functions  for  the 
purpose  of  converting  him  into  the  mixed 
character  of  judge  and  politician,  and  ot 
making    him   necessarily  a  member  of  a 
party,  to  be  a  most  unwise  and,  if  perse* 
vered  in,  a  most  unjustifiable  proceeding ; 
that  it  is  in  the  present  instance   to  be 
defended  ou   no  grounds  of  necessity  or 
even  of  apparent  political  expediency ;  that 
it  is  a  practice   not  to  be  supported  by 
any  analogy   known  to  the  constitution ; 
that  the  ouly  instances  from  statute,  which 
can  be  argued  in  any  degree  to  countenance 
it,  are  of  imperfect  authority  in  themselves, 
and  are  cases  of  a  special  nature  standing 
upon  their  own  grounds,   rather  forming 
exceptions,    than   tending  to   establish  a 
general  rule  ;   and    that  the  only   direct 
precedent,  namely,  that  of  lord  Mansfield, 
amounts,  when  it  is  considered  with  all  its 
circumstances  and  consequences,  to  a  con- 
demnation of  the  practice.     I  deprecate 
the  measure  as  calculated  to  raise  a  feeling, 
with  respect  to  the  judicial  system  of  the 
country,  which  perhaps,  with  the  exception 
of  the  period  when  lord  Mansfield  presided 
en  tl*e  bench,  has  never,  at  least  in  modern 


times,  been  known   to  exist.    In  all  the 
difficulties  and  dangers  to  which  the  esta- 
blishments of  the  country  have  been  ex- 
posed, the  purity  of  the  administration  of 
justice  has  never  been  made  a  matter  of 
question.    The  bitterest  enemies  of  the 
constitution  have  never  ventured  to  utter 
even  a  suspicion  against  it.     It  is  that  part 
of  our  system,  which,  in  the  eyes  of  every 
foreign  nation,  most  exalts  and  distinguish- 
es the'  country.    It  is  that,  the  value  of 
which  is  most  felt  at  home,  and  is  calcu- 
lated, from  the  universal  sense  of  its  ap- 
proach to  perfection,  and  the  attachment 
which  it  commands,  to  protect  and  preserve 
the  whole. — Will,  then,  the  right  bon.  gent 
for  purposes  of  party  or  personal  conve- 
nience, venture  to  break  in  upon  such  s 
system  ?     Can  he  pretend  to  say  that  its 
existence  does  not,  above  all  other  circum- 
stances, depend  on  the  independence  of  the 
judges  ?  or  could  he  point  out  any  mode 
by  which  it  is  more  likely  seriously  to  be 
brought  into  disrepute  and  suspicion,  than 
by  making  the  judges  politicians,  and  by 
replacing  them  in  any  degree  uuder  the 
influence  of  the  crown  ?     I  am  satisfied 
that  public  opinion  never  was  more  deci- 
ded on  any  question  than  on  the  present* 
Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  pre? 
sent  discussion,  the  more  the  subject  is 
examined,  the  less  disposition  there  will  be, 
I  trust,  to  persevere  in  it  npw,  or  to  venture 
to  recur  to  it  at  a  future  day.     On  thess 
grounds  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  state 
tuily  my  sentimcuts  on  the  question,  and 
I  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  to 
the  right  hon.  gent*  my  conviction,  that 
he  will  find  no  reason  to  felicitate  himself 
upon  the  part  he  has  taken  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  that  in  proportion  as  the 
subject  is  canvassed  and  understood,  the 
deliberate  judgmeut  of  the  public  will  he 
against  him ;  and  I  think  I  may  venture  to 
assure  him,  whatever  political  sins  either 
past  or  future  he  may  have  to  answer  for 
to  his  country,  that  for  none  will  he  fiud 
them  less  disposed  to  forgive  him,  than  for 
thus  lending  himself  to  a  measure,  the  ten- 
dency of  which  is  to  break  down  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  pure  administration 
of  public  justice,  and   consequently    the 
liberties  of  the  British  nation,  preeminently 
depend. 

Lord  Henri/  Petty  said,  he  should  not 
have  troubled  the  house  after  the  able 
speech  of  his  right  hop.  friend,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  allusion  to  himself.  His  lord- 
ship  said,  that  the  correctness  of  the  pub- 
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gnort 


noted    by   the   right  hot),  gent. 

*  ing)  might,  for  various  reasons, 
J,  particularly  in  gU'iug  an  ac- 
sentiments  where,  in  order  to 
i  Iw  them,  it  was  necessary  to 
l»e  very  words.  It  was  impossl- 
bis    noble   and    revered  relation, 

nt  that  lord  Mansfield  hud 
■r  of  the  Cabinet,  because, 
flact,  his  noble  relation  had,  in 
763,  wlieo  in  the  board  of  trade, 
lenily  summoned  toCabiuet  coun- 
cil lord  Wunsfiddsat.  That  could 
■cuvery    in    the   year  17/5;   and 

*  jt,  he  could  not  have  considered 
ilutional,\vithr<ut,  at  the  same  time, 
g  that  opinion  which  lord  Chat- 
others,  had  they  thought  so,  would 
in  all  probability,  have  dune.  His 
contended,  that  what  was  now  de- 
ns   unconstitutional   in   a  judge, 

(done  io  1793,  when,  on  a  person 
t  to  be  a  maniac,  attacking 
ord  Keujon  had  been  summoned 
binet  council,  to  be  present  at 
nidation  of  the  man,  at  whose  trial 
s  presided.  He  contended  that 
was  consistent  with  precedent, 
le,  and  with  practice,  and  he 
bis  sentiments  by  an  examina- 
some  of  the  precedent*  quoted.  He 
led  with  Saying,  that  if  the  argu- 
used  on  the  other  tide  were  wel 
d,  it  would  be  proper  in  govern 
to  bring  in  a  hill  to  disqualify  the 
asticc  of  the  King's  Bench  Irom  gi- 
dvice  to  his  majesty,  to  disable  the 
of  the  admiralty,  who  tried  prize- 
,  from  sitting  at  the  council  board 
pnie  instructions  were  prepaj&d,  01 
[at  the  cockpit)  where  appeals  wen 
;  and  this  system  of  disqualification 
[  be  applied  to  most  of  the  great  ofii- 
rfihe  crown. 

Kfttwlsui,  that  notwithstanding 
ttricrdinary  display  of  ability  exhibited 

*  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  I"o.\)  the  ques- 
«ood  eiactly  where  it  did.  The  public 
•ent,  which  he  h;id  taken  much  pains 
attain,   was,  that   the   measure   was 

ml,  and  alarming; 
(t*i*sure  that  the  discussion  would 
J  Biat    opinion,    which    among    all 
d  parlies,  even  among  the  friend* 
Wry,  was  universal.     The  com- 
ic of  the  matter  was  this,   that  the 
•  of  a  chief  justice  of  the   King's 
irofth  ■  Cabinet,  were 
,t  to  ereo  admitted  by 


the  right  hon.  genl.  (Mr.  Bond),  that,  in 
•titular  cases   the  one  must  be  thrown 
off,  that  the  other  might  be  retained.     If 
any   man    could    execute    both    function* 
without   inconvenience    and    reproach,    it 
was  his  noble  and  learned  friend,   lord  El- 
lenborough.     But  th«  incompatibility  wa» 
manifest.     Not  only  in  the  case  of  libels 
would  the  lord  chief  justice  be  reduced  to 
the   necessity  of  foregoing   his   duties,  or 
standing  exposed  either  to   the  suspicion 
of  severity,  in   punishing   ihe  person  by 
l'lom  he  was  attacked,  in  common  with 
his  colleagues.     He  might  even  fall  into 
'ib  error  of  an  honourable  mind,  in  going 
i  excess  of  lenity   to   avoid   the  suspicion 
hich  his  situation  would  give  him.     \ 
judge,  too,  might  be  called   upon  to  d<- 
cide  in  law,  such  as  embargoes,  &c.  mea- 
originating  in  the  Cabinet,   not  in  the 
privy  council,  though  passing   there;  and 
could  a  judge  he  perfectly  impartial  in  con- 
sidering what  damages  ought  to  be  given  to 
party  claiming  them,  in  consequence  of 
1  act  of  government  which  he  had  advised* 
Would  the  public,  in  troublesome  time;, 
such  as,   some  years  since,  existed,  when 
prosecutions  were  frequent  agti  Just  sedition* 
persons,  he  satisfied  of  the  purity  of  that 
justice  administered  by  a  judge,  the  col- 
league of  the  Cabinet  ministers,  who  thought 
prosecutions  necessary  ?  It  was  evident  how 
much  the  character  of  our  public  justice 
would    suffer;    how  much    the   character 
of  a  judge  would  be  degraded,  from  being 
confounded  with  the  party  politics  of  the 
day.      He  did  not  say  that  the  measure  was 
illegal,    but   he.   contended   it   was   highly 
inexpedient.     He  alluded  to  the  case  of 
Despard,   and   asked  how   the  judge,  who 
as  a  cabinet  minister  had  addressed  the 
nrt,  couhl  have  tried  an  action  for  false 
mrisoimicnt,  had  one  been  brought,  as 
might  have  been  in   that  case,  had  not  the 
very   circumstances    attending    the    event 
furnished  the  proof  which  otherwise  would 
have  been   defective  f   He   alUided  to   hU 
own  opinion  on  the  volunteer  question;  and 
asked  how  a  judge,  a  member  of  the  Cabi- 
net, who  adopted  that  opinion,  could  have 
satisfactorily  limit  the  question?  In  a  word, 
judges  ought  to  be  a'  impartial  between  ibe 
executive  government  and  the  party  in  all 
public  prosecutions,  as  between  individuals 
in  common  cases.     He  then  went  over  the 
different  precedents,  and  contended  that 
the  only  one  which  applied  directly,  (that 
(il  lord  Mansfield!)  ought  to  discourage  a 
repetition  of  the  attempt.     It  was  imp w- 
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tible  to  say  what  part  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Fox)  would  have  acted,  had  this  mea- 
sure been  resorted  to  by  a  ministry  he  op- 
posed :  but,  if  he  was  serious  in  his  attach- 
ment to  liberty,  of  which  "  all  aver  the 
World/'  he  was  an  affectionate  toaster*  it 
was  natural  to  think  he  would  have  opposed 
a  thing  so  inconsistent  with  the  true  prin* 
ciples  of  freedom.  He  was  satisfied,  that 
if  ministers  did  not  now  see  the  impro- 
priety of  the  measure,  they  soon  would  be 
convinced  by  the  disapprobation  of  the 
country.  He  rather  thought  they  doubted 
its  propriety,  but  were  too  obstinate  to 
Confess  their  error.  They  would  find,  how- 
ever, that  it  would  have  been  better  to 
tiave  given  up  the  point  when  its  danger 
-Was  first  exposed,  than  to  have  waited  till 
the  discussion  rendered  it  more  odious  all 
over  the  country.  He  concluded  with 
iaying,  that  the  first  error,  considering  the 
authorities  and  examples,  was  venial ;  but, 
to  persevere  would  be  a  crime,  because 
•without  the  least  necessity  the  measure 
risked  that  which  was  so  dear  and  so 
important  to  the  country,  the  pure  and 
the  unsuspected  administration  of  jus- 
lice. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  was  not  a  little 
surprised  at  the  language  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gent,  who  spoke  last.  He  seemed 
to  condemn  the  conduct  of  ministers,  be- 
cause, the  moment  notice  was  given  of  the 
present  motion,  modesty  had  not  induced 
them  to  accede  to  the  object  of  it  without 
rendering  a  discussion  necessary.  The  late 
minister,  with  whom  that  hon.  and  learned 
gent,  had  acted,  had  not  certainly  often 
shewn  this  excess  of  modesty,  and  at  least 
ais  right  hon.  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Fox) 
bad  not  the  advantage  of  any  such  exam* 
pie  from  their  immediate  predecessors  in 
office.  He  did  not,  however,  wonder,  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  gent,  wished  to  avoid 
the  debate ;  in  this  respect,  his  discretion 
was  commendable ;  for  he  had  been  able 
to  support  his  favourite  position  by  such 
frivolous  arguments,  that  its  weakness  was 
completely  exposed.  But  the  hon;  and 
learned  gent,  said,  he  had  used  the  greatest 
industry  to  collect  the  public  sentiments, 
and  the  opinions  given,  from  all  descrip- 
tions of  persons  were  uniformly  against 
the  appointment  of  lord  Ellenborough  to 
a  seat  in  the  Cabinet.  There  were  two 
'ways  of  asking  questions ;  the  one  to  gra- 
tify innocent  curiosity,  the  other  to  excite 
mischievous  suspicions :  what  was  the  de- 

*sign  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gent,  in  his 

•.■„••"  j- ;  ....... 


enquiries,  he  wouldnot  presume  tc 
mine.— -Some  remarks  had  been  in 
the  new  opposition  ;  he,  for  one, 
deprecate  their  exertions :  whether 
an  attachment  he  felt  to  the  old  b 
or  whatever  was  the  cause,  he  did  not 
but  certain  it  was,  he  did  not  wis] 
them  hastily  abandoned,  by  their 
occupants ;  he  certainly  thought  e\ 
ministration  the  better  for  an  opp 
even  that  of  his  right  hon.  frier 
Fox)   with    all  his    partiality    foj 
He  hoped  the  new  opposition  wj 
vigilant,  and  even  wished  that  the 
be  over-zealous,  or  any  thing  bu 
numerous.     He  could  endure  the  li 
of  impatience  from  the  hon.  gentl 
their  altered  predicament  5   one  < 
had  lost  a  warm  naval  cloak  (M 
ning) ;  another,  a  splendid  India  sha 
Castlereagh);  and  a  third,  a-graci 
fessional  robe  (Mr.  Perceval) ;  tn\ 
natural  to  expect,  they  would  fee 
the  chill  of  disappointment.    The  t 
learned  gent,  said,  that  lord  Mans! 
a  warning  to  every  chief  justice  ii 
on  account  of  the  distress  he  suffei 
his  folly  in  accepting  a  seat  in  the  i 
Lord  Mansfield  went  out  of  office . 
for  the  best  reason  in  the  world, 
he  was  turned  out.  In  17.65,  he  agi 
into  office,  and  soon  afterwards  wet 
the  same  good  reason,  which  he  n 
sign  in  common  with  the  hon.  gentle 
posite,  because  he  could  stay  in  nc 
thus  it  was  the  most  shocking  tl 
the  chief  justice  should  know  any 
lars  of  a  charge  before  it  appean 
indictment  in  court.    Did  not 
and  learned  gent,  remember,  very 
in  our  history,  that  the  chief  j 
the  common  pleas,  sir  James  Eyre, 
in  the  Cabinet,  in  the  complicate 
high  treason,  charged  against  Mi 
and  others ;  and  after  being  so  o 
that  learned  judge  was  put  at  th< 
the  commission,  although   by  hi 
they  were  accused  and  brought 
The   nature  of    the  situation  o 
justice  rendered  him  a  political,  t 
a  judicial  character.      Would   n 
man  in  the  kingdom  be  surpria 
were  told  that  a  late  attorney-gei 
refused  the  office  of  chief  justice 
he  had  mixed  himself  too  much 
affairs?  but    it  would   appear  3 
extraordinary,  if  a  gentleman  in  t 
tion,  not  feeling  such  a  repugnan 
high  office,  should  support  with 
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any  considerate  man  to  deny,  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  Hie  first  criminal  Judge  to  a 
place  in  his  majesty's  executive  govern- 
ment-was, though  not  absolutely  illegal, 
yet  mo3t  undeniably  unconstitutional,  and 
such  as  tended  to  impair  and  ultimately  to 
destroy  that  peculiar  excellency  which  hud 
been  the  chief  glory  of  our  whole  political 
system,  which  had  ealled  forth  most  warm- 
ly the  admiration  of  writers  in  their  closets, 
and  had  been  the  means  of  conveying  se- 
curity and  comfort  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  happy  island.  But  before  he  stated 
bis  objections  to  the  measure  itself,  ho 
begged  leaved  to  premise  that  personally 
he  had  no  objection  at  all  to  lord  Ellen- 
borough,  oit  the  contrary,  he  highly  re- 
spected that  noble  lord,  and  thought  that 
liis  talents,  his  constitutional  principles, 
his  undaunted  firmness,  and  resolute  in- 
dependence of  character,  would  mate  him 
a  most  valuable  addition  to  bis  majesty* 
present  Cabinet.  But  on  general  princi- 
ples he  must  protest  against  the  measure  : 
First,  bftcauae  it  tended  directly  to  violat* 
the  great  principle  of  the  independence  of 
tbe  Judges.  That  was  a  subject  on  which 
he  need  not  enlarge.  Every  gentleman's 
own  mind  wuuld  supply  the  necessary  ar- 
guments. But,  to  what  purpose  were  all 
the  laborious  precautions  by  which  tha 
independence  of  the  Judges  nad  been  »e- 
cured,  and  which  had  received  the  finishing 
hand  at  the*  beginning  of  his  present  ma- 
jesty's reign,  if  die  king  could  exercise  that 
influence  over  the  mind  of  a  judge,  which 
he  would  possess  by  being  able  to  grant  tu 
him  during  pleasure,  and  at  any  tune  to 
turn  him  out  from,  a  situation,  the  value 
and  importance  of  which  he  ueed  no  other- 
wise establish,  than  by  stating  that  it  was 
confessedly  the  great  object  of  the  ambi- 
tion of  the  greatest  ami  the  ablest  man  in 
this  country  ?  It  would  not  be  affirmed, 
that  the  salary  annsxed  to  these  situations 
*'as  their  chief  temptation.  No  !  it  was 
the  love  of  power,  of  pre-eminence,  of 
command.  The  hen.  gentlemen  opposite 
to  him  would  not  deny  that  these  were 
their  own  feelings  ;  and  where,  then,  woald 
be  the  consistency  of  preventing  a  judge 
being  removable  from  bis  judicial  office, 
uf  preventing  bim  from  receiving  any  in- 
crease of  salary  from  the  crown,  and  al- 
lowing the  king  tu  grant  or  tuke  away  from 
him,  £t  a  time,  too,  when  he  was  already 
as  affluent  as  he  could  desire,  a  situation 
which  was,  above  all  others,  the  object  of 
pursuit  in   high    and   honourable   miuUi  ? 


i 


(fflcrgj  tbe   separation  of  the  judicial  cha- 
ncier.    These    hints  were   rather  thrown 
out  for  tbe  private  reflection    of  the  hon. 
ud  learned  gent,  thati  for  the  general  at- 
Mittfl    of  the  house.     The  principle  con- 
tended from  on  the  other  side  of  the  house, 
H  "ght.  ought  to  be  carried  to  its  full  ex- 
ftoi;  and  u  chief  justice  ought  neither  to 
ieaprtvv  counsellor  nor  a  peer  of  parlia- 
atnt.      Was  this    high   officer  to  be  placed 
»  i  ;tate    of    monastic  seclusion,  lest,  by 
MdJIing  with  the  affairs  of  the  world,  tbe 
parity  of  bis    habits  should   be  violated  ? 
As  early  as  the  time   of  Edward  III.  con- 
levators    of    the   realm    were    appointed, 
•ml  the  chief  justice  was  oue  of  the  four 
Mmiinated.      The   constitution  on  various 
important  occasions  seemed  to  look  to  the 
1  chef  justice  as  to  the  rock  on  which  the 
tonal  security  should  be  founded.  With 
1  to    the    inconvenience    which    was 
I  (opposed  might  arise  from  the  responsibi- 
\  t*j  of  the   chief  justice,   in  bis  political 
1  dtrscter,    as   &  cabinet  minister;  he  had 
I  to  such   liability,  and  therefore   no  such 
I  bulvaiiiage  could  accrue-     The  right  hon 
.  concluded   with  expressing  his  con- 
i»t  sustaining  with  so  little  propriety 
d  dignity    bis  new  character;  and    the 
UK  would  excuse  him,  if,  with  such  short 
«,  be  had  not  learned  his  part, 
Mr.  Wdberfurce  began  by  observing,  that 
limkiuld  speak  with  great  seriousness  on 
ii  which   the  right  lion,  gent,  who 
sat  down,    hud  touched    with  his 
•  it*  1  *aljoco5eness;  and  declared  that  it  gave 
nic#  l^»r(al  pam  to  be   under  the  necessity  of 
*i"   apart  that  night,  which  might  per. 
icd   into  a  disposition  to 
'   government.     To    enter 
Vice  *  1  *•  tystematic  opposition  as  a  party  man, 
leuorf  1  *  contrary  alike   to   his  principles   and 
cased  I  "Wings,  and   he  could  sincerely  assure 
lUrfJ  l^tojestv'i 
nsuluA     - 
head<* 

f  a  ch* 


b**  1 V  he  t 


ot  e**f 
ed,  if  * 
jeralb* 

,  bees'* 
in  SU» 
et  aia# 
hal  sitf* 


Kthem,  and  that  it  would  give  him 
bit  their  measures  should  be  such 
to  enable  him  to  gratify  this  inclination, 
Ithe  present  occasion  was  oue  on  which 
jUtit  bit  indispensable  duty  to  support 
■  •Mien  of  faij  hou.  friend  below  him 
W-8unbope);ntidneujjst  say,  that  not- 
■uding  his  admiration  of  the  uncom- 
italeota  which  had  been  exhibited  by 
yejbl  hou.  gent,  opposite  to  him  (Mr, 
I  *ho  had  also  been  veiy  ably  sup- 
p*  by  the  noble  lord  (lord  Henry 
HUh  real  strength,  the  plain  common 
pfof  the  question  remained  utterly  uti- 
Wn.  iod  it  would  be  impossible  fox 
VI. 
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But,  secondly  ^  the  lion.  gent,  declared,  that 
even  making  the  judge  a  politician  was  in 
Itself  must  highly  Objecticuable,and  especial- 
ly so  accc  rding  to  those  pariyprincipleswhich 
were  so  popular  with  the  hon.  gentlemen  op- 
posite to  him,  though  he  himself  retained  all 
his  old  objections  to  them  in  full  force ;  it 
was  the  great  glory  of  the  administration  of 
justice  in  this  country  that  for  many  years, 
notwithstanding  iA\  the  violence  of  iron- 
tending  factions,  it  had  never  even  incurred 
the  suspicion  of  beiiu  tainted  by  political 
connection  or  party  bias.  But  would  this 
be  so  in  future?  Could  any  man  divest 
himself  altogether  of  the  feelings  and  pre- 
possessions of  the  minister  when  he  went 
to  assume  the  office  of  the  Judge  ?  Suppose 
the  country  divided  into  two  great  parties 
mutually  accusing  each  other  of  tyranny 
and  sedition ;  suppose  the  judge  in  pos- 
session of  his  ministerial  situation,  called 
upon  to  try  the  iirebrand  of  the  day,  would 


which  the  important  duties  of  his  judicial 
functions  mijjbt  well  claim  entire  and  uni 
diminished.  As  a  mere  member  of  the 
house  of  lords,  he  would  not  be  likely  to 
busy  hi  nisei  f  much  with  political  matters* 
Hut,  when  he  should  be  called  upon  regu- 
larly and  habitually  to  take  a  part  in  devi- 
sing, and  framing,  and  executing,  and  de* 
tending  all  the  measures  of  executive  go- 
vernment throughout  their  whole  extentp 
the  case  would  be  widely  different.  It 
would  Jbe  impossible  for  him  to  fulfil  thi* 
outy,  without  abstracting  much  of  that 
time  and  attention  which  ought  to  be  de- 
voted to  the  duties  of  his  judicial  office.— 
There  was  another  objection  of  great  im- 
portance,- which  he  would  the  rather  urge, 
because  it  had  not  hitherto  been  touched 
on  by  any  gentleman  who  had  hitherto 
spoken.  It-  was  known  that  the  Judges 
could  only  be  removed  from  their  situa- 
tions bv  the  address  of  the  two  houses  ftf 


he  be  likely  to  judge  him  with  an  impartial   parliament.     Thus  the  two  houses  were  by 


mind }  or,  if  the  judgft  himself  had  been 
turned  out  of  office  and  was  in  opposition 
as  an  ex-minister,  might  he  not  be  likely 
to  favour  him  ?  But  there  was  still  perhaps 
another  question  behind.  Would  he  not  be 
generally  suspected  of  favouring  him  hi 
the  one  situation,  or  of  being  actuated  by 
a  spirit  ofB  hostility  towards  him  in  the 
other?  The  general  estimation  iri  which 
the  Judges  of  this  country  were  held,  was 
itself,  the  hon.  gent,  declared,  of  extreme 
importance  There  was  not  perhaps  any 
thing  which  so  much  endeared  our  politi- 
cal system  to  the  people  of  this  country,  so 
much  as  the  firm  persuasion  of  the  pe/tect 
impartiality  with  which  justice,  especially 
our  criminal  justice,  was  administered.  And 
surely  this  was  the  very  last  period  in  which 
■we  should  consent  to  a  change  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  more  than  bringing  into 


question  this  great  object  of  the  people's  derations  he  had  just  been  urging  would 
attachment.     Surely,  at  a  time  when  the  abundantly  prove  how  Kttle  it  accorded 


circumstances  of  this  country  were  such 


Us  to  call  for  the  efforts  of  every  individual    tion,  to  make  our  first  criminal  Judge  a 


law  constituted  the  standing  superintend- 
ants  of  the  conduct  of  the  Judges  of  the  land, 
a  most  important  duty  which  they  were  well 
qualified  to  perform  so  long  as  the  Judges 
should  remain  without  auy  close  connection 
with  our  great  political  parties.  But,  how 
would  this  duty  be  fairly  and  impartially 
administered  after  a  Judge,  by  becoming  it 
member  of  the  Cabinet,  should  become 
identified  with  the  government  of  the 
country,  should  consequently  be  closely 
connected  with  the  ruling  party  in  both 
houses,  and  be  in  hostility  to  the  party  in 
opposition  ?  His  conduct,  whatever  it  might 
be,  continually  arraigned  by  one  party, 
would  be  defended  by.  the  other,  ft  might' 
become  one  common  mode  and  form  of 
opposition  to  attack  the  professional  cha- 
racter of  a  Judge. — The  hon.  gent,  said,  he 
would  only  add  on  this  head  ;  the  consi- 


with  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our  constita- 


in  its  defence,'  when  heavy  burthens  must 
be  borne  and  large  sacrifices  must  be  made, 
this  was  not  a  time  to  weaken  that  love  of 
the  constitutional  laws  of  our  country, 
-which  it  should  rather  be  our  endeavour  to 
inflame  and  increaser — It  might,  perhaps, 
appear  an  objection  of  an  inferior  kind; 
only  however  becai.se  there  were  others  of 
such  extreme  importance,  that  introducing 
fe -Judge  into  the  Cabinet  and  making  him 
*  politician,  would  engross  perhaps  no 
small  share  of  that  time  and  attention 


member  of  executive  government ;  and  the? 
afforded  an  answer  to  what  had  been  stated, 
thai  there  was  no  positive  law  against  the 
measure.  The  answers  which  bad  'been 
made  to  the  motion  by  the  hon  gentlemen 
opposite  to  himr  had  been  so  fully  replM 
to,  that  he  would  only  touch  lightly  en  one 
or  two  of  thenu  The  instance  of  lord 
Mansfield  had  been  mentioned  as  a  justifi- 
cation of  the  measure.  But  it  weighed 
with  him  in  the  directly  opposite  scaler 
For,  was  there  ever  a  Judge  to  whom  it 
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3  strongly  objected  that  he  carried 
litical  prepossessions  to  the  seat  of 
3?  Now  it  is  uccounted  for;  he  was 
nber  of  the  Cabinet.  We  before  had 
benomena;  now  we  have  the  solution 
m.  The  conclusion,  therefore,  \*ae 
nstrably  clear.  His  trying  lord  George 
>n,  for  being  the  instigator  of  a  mob, 
lieu  his  own  house  had  been  burnt, 
•cen  this  day  mentioned.  The  hon. 
said,  he  would  only  adduce  it  as  a 
of  the  habits  of  mind  which  had  been 
ced  by  his  being  accustomed  to  con- 
biuiself  as  a  political  character,  who 

>  take  his  side  and  go  with  his  party, 
>w  entirely  this  habit  of  mind  had  de- 
id  that  distinctive  delicacy  whici. 
>ted  a  Judge  to  shrink  from  aliy  thing 

might  give  a  bias  or  prepossession 
judgemeut.     But,  in  truth,  the  hon. 
remarked,  all  the  arguments  of  the 
uien  on  the  other  side,  were  ground- 
the  common   fallacy  of  pushing  a 
pie  to  extremes,  and  arguing  that  if 
not  true  to  the  utmost  possible  ex- 
it was  to  be  held  of  no  force  or  vail- 
t  all ;  that  therefore,  because  he  and 
ieuds   did  not   object  to  a  Judge's 
in  the  house  of  lords  or  the  privy 
il,  that  therefore  they  had  no  right 
ect  to  his  being  in  the  Cabinet  also : 
jcies  cf  reasoning  was  more  unsouud. 
iter  all,  the  hon.  gent,  said,  he  would 
$  his  hon.  friend  below  him  had  done, 
\o  ?  What  sufficient  motive  could  be 
ed   for  the   measure    objected  to  r 
any  temporary  convenience  of  par- 
the  formation  of  a  ministry,  be  for  a 
nt  to  be  set  in  the  balance  against 
he  posbible  and  remote  existence  of 
such  as  had  been  announced  ?  He 
enlarge  muchr  on  this  bead ;  but  he 
detain  the  house  no  longer.     He 
only  conjure  gentlemen  to  consider 
lbject  with  the  seriousness  which  it 
red.    He  would  remind  .them-  that 
it  to  fundamentals ;  that  it  touched 
ry  vitals  of  the  constitution  ;  that  it 
1  to  affect  the  impartial  administra- 
f  justice,  our  best  possession  and  our 
it  glory ;  and  to  impair  that  peculiar 
eucy  of  our  whole  system  which  the 

>  of  this  country  had  long  regarded 
be  greatest  admiration  and  endear- 
—Alter  a  few  words  from  general 
tx,  the  house  divided ;  when  there 
red;  for  Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope's 
3  64;  for  the  order  of  the  day  222; 
,ty  158. 
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HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

Tuesday,  March  4. 

[Minutes.]  Lord  Crewe  was  introduced 
between  lord  Vernon  and  lord  Carysfort. 
I J  is  patent  of  creation  having  been  read  at 
the  table,  his  lordship  took  the  oaths  and 
his  seat. — Lord  Eldon  delivered  his  opi- 
nion at  some  length  respecting  the  appeal 
from  Scotlaud,  Ogilvy  v.  the  Carran  Com* 
pany,  after  which  he  moved  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  it  till  Friday* 
Ordered.— Mr.  Alexander;  and  several 
other  members  of  the  cominous,  brought 
up  the  Qualification  Indemnity  bill  and 
three  private  bills,  which  were  severally 
read  a  first  time. 

[Witkesses'  Ik  D  ex  nit  y  Bill.]  Lord 
Holland  moved  the  order  of  the  day  upon 
this  bill  for  the  purpose  of  postponing  it. 
Understanding,  he  said,  from  what  passed 
in  the  house  in  consequence  of  the  opi- 
nions delivered  by  the  Judges,  that  there 
was  an  intention  of  framing  a  declaratory 
act  as  to  what  the  law  really  was  respect- 
ing the  liability  of  a  witness  to  ans\er 
questions  of  the  nature  stated  in  the  ques- 
tions referred  to  the  Judges,  he  did  rot 
wish  to  press  this  bill  at  the  preseni  mo- 
ment, lie  must  confess,  however,  that  he; 
had  not  any  very  sanguine  expectation  of 
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an  effectual  law  being  framed  upon  this 
subject,  and  therefore  he  did  not  like  to 
let  go  his  bill  altogether  as,  in  case  the 
noble  and  learned  lords  could  not  agree  in 
framing  a  declaratory  law  sufficient  for  the 
purpose,  he  should  then  consider  it  neces- 
sary to  press  on  their  lordships'  considera- 
tion the  indemnity  bill,  which  it  would  in 
that  case  be  expedient  to  pass.  He  moved 
to  discharge  the  order  for  summoning  their 
lordship8  and  to  renew  it  for  Friday. 

Lord  Eldon  assured  the  noble  lord  that 
his  noble  and  learned  friend  on  the  wool- 
sack had  lost  no  time  in  preparing  a  decla- 
ratory bill,  which  the  difference  of  opinion 
amongst  the  Judges  had  rendered  neces- 
sary. His  noble  and  learned  friend  had 
submitted  the  bill  to  his  consideration; 
and  he,  thinking  there  were  several  objec- 
tions to  it,  framed  another,  which,  how- 
ever, on  consideration,  he  thought  was 
more  objectionable  than  that  drawn  by  his 
noble  and  learned  friend*  The  subject  was 
involved  in  considerable  difficulties,  and  he 
had  great  doubts  whether  a  bill  could  be 
so  framed  as  to  provide  against  the  excep- 
tions which  necessarily  occurred  to  the  ge- 
neral rule. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  thought  there  would 
be  little  difficulty  in  framing  a  general  de- 
claratory law  upon  the  subject.     It  was 
obvious  that  some  measure  was  necessary, 
in  cousequence  of  the  opinions  delivered 
by  the  Judges.     Had  the  questions  arose 
out  of  a  proceeding  by  writ  of  error  to  that 
house,  their  lordships  would  have  had  to 
decide  judicially  upon  the  law,  and  would 
ittost  probably  have  decided  according  to 
the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  Judges; 
in  that  case,  the  law  upon  the    subject 
would  have  been  settled  for  ever.    The 
Diode,  however,  in  which  these  questions 
had  been  put  to  the  Judges,  and  the  answer 
they  had  given,  rendered  it  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  resort  to  a  declaratory  law  upon 
the  subject,  which  was  the  only  method  of 
proceeding  they  could  now  adopt.     He 
held  in  his  hand  a  bill  which  he  had  fra- 
med, and  which  he  thought  would  answer 
the  purpose,  declaring  that  it  wa3,  and  ever 
had  been  the  law,  that  a  witness  was  bound 
to  answer  any  question,  although  such  an. 
swer  might  acknowledge,  or  tend  to  ac- 
knowledge a  debt,  or  render  him  liable  to 
a  civil  suit*     lie  was  aware,  however,  of 
the  necessity  of  having  a  proviso,  with  re- 
spect to  the  exceptions  to  this  general  rule, 
and  be  hoped  his  noble  and  learned  friend 
(lvrtl  fcijI&fO  weulvi  take  the  subject  into 


his  consideration.— Some  further  con 

tion  ensued  between  lords  Holland,  J 

Auckland,  and  the  lord  Chancellor. 

Holland  reminded  the  house  that' 

upon  this  subject  was  already  befon 

lordships,  brought  in  by  a  noble  earl 

hope).    Lord  Eldon  condemned  alto 

the  principle  of  that  bill.    The  bfd 

eel  lor  expressed  a  wish  that  lord 

would,  at  a  private  interview,  assist 

adding  to  the  bill  he  had  already  dr 

proper  proviso.    Lord  Eldon  said, 

noble  and  learned  friend  would  pres 

bill,  he  would  then  propose  a  provisc 

Holland   observed,    that  the  two 

and  learned  lords  seemed  to  differ 

with  respect  to  the  intended  bill,  s 

noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  oth 

the  bouse  to  differ  from  himself.  He  t 

it  absolutely  necessary  there  should  b 

understanding  as  to  whether  such 

would  be  brought  in  or  net.    Tl 

chancellor  undertook  to  present  a 

that  description  to  the  house  as  soo 

had  had  a  private  interview  on  the 

with  his  noble  and  learned  {lord  £1 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS* 

Tuesday*  March  *. 

[Minutes.]     Lord  J.  Townsben 

the  oaths  and  his  seat. — Lord  Os 

gave  notice  that  he  would  to-morro 

forward  a  motion  relative  to  the 

the  East- India  company.— Mr.  \V 

presented  a  petition  from  Messrs.  CI 

and  Cowie,  Swedish  merchants  un 

following  circumstances :  when  a  c 

tee  of  the  house  was  appointed,  du 

late  scarcity,  to  enquire  into  the  c 

the  high  price  of  provisions,  &c.  t\ 

dish  merchants  had  appeared  befc 

committee,  and  undertook  the  imp 

of  a  large  quantity  of  herriugs,  from  i 

with  a  view  to  relieve,-  in  some  & 

the  distresses  of  the  people.     Ui 

sanction  of  the  committee  they  sei 

cutter  to  Gottenburgh  to  buy  up 

rings  before  the  news  could  arrive 

might  have  raised  the  price  of  ha 

Sweden.    A  great  quantity  was  p 

and  in  this  situation  it  was  found  n 

by  government,  in  pursuance  of 

pressing  policy,  to  lay  an  embargo 

dish  vessels.  None  could  consequen 

here  from  Sweden ;  and  though  t 

chants  had  immediately  done  eve 

in  their  power  to  dispose  of  the  he 

the. best. advantage,  they  had  los( 

thau  95,000/.  by  the  speculation 
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applied  to  the  lords  of  the  treasury  who  sent 
the  matter  lo  be  examined  by  tlie  commis- 
liocers  of  the  customs.  It  had  afterwards 
tma  before  a  committee  of  parliament, 
t*l  the  press  of  public  business  prevented 
•  report.  The  affair,  therefore,  must  be 
brought  forward  anew.  It  was  a  peculiarly 
bard  ruse,  and  deserved  the  attention  of 
[he  house.  The  petition  was  then  ordered 
w  be  referred  to  a  committee. — Mr.  Ba- 
Lngton  presented  a  Petition  of  the  court 
ot  directors  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Company, 
setting  forth,  "  that  in  the  month  of  Dec. 
1KJJ,  the  petitioners  presented  a  petition 
t.'  the  hou«e,  praving  for  a  sum  of  money 
Is  be  granted  to  the  said  company,  to  ena- 
ble them  to  maintain  the  colony  of  Sierra 
Leone  ;  and  that  the  said  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  who,  after  a  full 
id  particular  examination  of  tlie  matters 
contained  in  it,  made  their  report  to  the 
fcmae  on  the  27th  of  Feb.  1804  ;  and  that 
Ihf  committee  stated  in  the  said  report, 
Itu  the  objects  for  which  the  colony  of 
Sierra  Leone  wa1;  established  were  likely  to 
be  more  effectually  attained  by  transferring 
the  civil  and  military  authority  of  it  to  the 
n:  but  they  were  also  of  opinion,  that 
tales*  such  a  transfer  should  be  effected,  and 
■Mil  it  took  place,  thi're  appeared  no  better 
•.  .;;,-  of  dr.-clmrpmp  the  obligations  of  go- 
^ercment  towards  the  Nava-Scotiam  and 
Maroons,  or  of  obtaining  tlie  otherbenelicial 
fwrposes  proposed  by  the  institution  of  tlie 
O'iftOT,  than  by  supporting  the  company's 
pjtirnment  as  now  established  ;  and  the 
ramoiittee  also  reported,  thai  the  expence 
tf  the  civil  Establishment  of  the  colony 
reulo  not  be  estimated  ul  less  than  10,000/. 
per  inn  ;  and  the  ex  pence  of  the  volun- 
tfer  force  for  the  defence  of  the  place  at 
*W>.'.  per  ann.,  exclusive  of  a  sum  of 
MO/,  which  was  necessary  to  complete 
ortificatioiis;  and  that  in  consequence 
rftfce  *aid  report  the  house  granted  to  the 
company  a  sum  of  10,000/.  lo  defray 


f  the  ( 


;il  establishm 


t  of 


>  colony  for   the  year  1804;  a  sin 

ML  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  vo 

K  force  for  the  same  year ;  and  a  farther 

■Mot'4000/.  (in  part  of  8000/.)  to  be  ap- 

I  fled  to  the  purpose  of   completing  the 

|  fauccalions;    and    thai    during    the   last 

Btioti  of  parliament   the   house   renewed 

fc  grant  of  IO,00O/.  to  defray  the  expence 

flhe  civil   establishment  of  the  colony; 

kd  40007.    to   defray  the  expence   of   the 

Ifjfcmteer  force  in  the  year  1 S05  ;   and  that 

^recommendation  of  toe  committee  to 


transfer  to  government  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary authority  of  the  colony  has  not  yet 
been  carried  into  effect,  although  applica- 
tion for  that  purpose  has  been  made  to  hii 
majesty's  government  by  thy  petitioners; 
and  therefore  praying  the  house  to  take 
the  premises  into  consideration,  and  that 
the  sum  of  14,000/.  may  be  granted  to  the 
said  company  for  the  expeuces  of  the  said 
settlement  for  the  year  1SO&';  and  also  the 
sum  of  4000/.  (being  the  remainder  of  the 
sum  of  8009/.)  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting the  fortifications."  Ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. — Lord  H.  I'etty,  moved 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  further  consi- 
deration of  lordCollingwood's  annuity  bill; 
which  being  agreed  to,  he  said,  that  the 
circumstances  of.  lord  Colling  wood's  family 
made  it  necessary  to  advise  what  had  been 
before  proposed,  and  he  had  it  in  com- 
mand from  bis  majesty  to  recommend  that 
revision.  He  then  moved,  that  it  should 
be  recommitted  for  Friday  next;  which 
was  agreed  lo.  His  lordship  next  moved, 
that  the  house  should  to-morrow  resolve 
ilself  into  a  committee  to  consider  of  the 
circumstances  of  lord  Collingwood's  fami- 
ly ;  .which  was  agreed  to. — The  Foreign 
Soldiers'  Enlistment  bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  committed  for  to-morrow.— 
Lord  Temple,  in  moving  Ihe  order  of  the 
day  for  taking  into  consideration  the  sub- 
ject of  allowing  wool  to  be  imported  into 
the  united  kingdom  from  the  British  colo- 
nies in  America,  wished  to  observe  to  the 
house,  that  the  importation  of  this  articlo 
was  already  allowed  from  the  united  State* 
of  America,  from  Spain,  and  other  coun- 
tries, and  that  what  he  now  proposed  wat 
no  more  than  an  extension  of  it  to  our  own 
colonies.  Mr.  Harrison  wished  that  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  should  be  confined  to 
a  limited  time  ;  to  which  the  noble  lord 
replied,  that  he  could  have  no  material 
objection.  The  resolution  to  that  effect 
was  then  agreed  to ;  e.nd  a  bill  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  upon  it. — The  Marine  Mu- 
tiny bill  went  through  a  committee,  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
morrow.— Mr.  Alexander  reported  from 
the  committee  of  supply;  the  resolution* 
which  the  committee  had  directed  him  to 
report  lo  the  house;  viz.  l.That  a  sum, 
not  excepting  1,045,353/.  I2s.  Ud.  be 
granted  to  his  majesty,  for  the  ordinary  of 
the  navy,  including  hall-pay  to  sea  and 
marine  officers,  for  the  year  1806'.  2.  That 
h  sum,  not  exceeding  1  ,J)80,S3O/.  be  granted 
to  his  majesty,  towards  the  buildings,  re- 
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buildings,  and  repairs,  of  6hips.  of  war  in 
bis  majesty's  and  the  merchants'  yards, 
and  other  extra  works,  over  and  above 
^vhat  are  proposed  to  be  done  upon  the 
beads  of  wear  and  tear  and  ordinary,  for  the 
year  1806.  3.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
1,250,000/.  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  for 
the  hire  of  transports,  for  the  year  1806. 
4.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  400,000/.  be 
granted  to  his  majesty,  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  prisoners  of  war  in  health  at  home 
and  abroad,  for  the  year  lfcOo'.  5.  That  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  45,000/.  be  granted 
to  his  majesty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of 
sick  prisoners  of  war,  for  the  year  1806. 
6.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  30,0001.  be 
granted  to  his  majesty,  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  the  establishments  and  hospitals 
relating  to  his  majesty's  sick  and  wounded 
seamen  at  home  and  abroad,  for  the  year 
3806. 

[Impeachment  or  Lord  Melville.] 
Mr.  Whitbread,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  articles  of  impeach- 
ment against  Henry  lord  viscount  Melville, 
informed  the  house,  that  further  matters 
bad  come  lo  the  knowledge  of  the  said  com- 
mittee, in  the  course  of  the  examinations 
taken  before  them,  with  respect  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  -said  lord  viscount  Melville, 
during  the  time  that  he  held  the  office 
of  treasurer  of  his  majesty's  navy  ;  which' 
information  the  committee  think  it  of  im- 
portance to  communicate  to  the  house,  if 


the  house  shall  please  to  receive  the  same. :  it  was  put  off  upon  an  understand 


It  was  thereupon  ordered,  "  That  the  Said 


committee  have  leave  to  report  such  further  by  the  ministers.     The  change,  1 


the  great  increase  in  the  ihanufacl 
Woollen  Cloth  in  the  said  county,  a 
very  different  methods  of  manufai 
the  same,  by  machinery  and  otberwj 
acts  now  in  force  respecting  Woollen 
are  very  inadequate  to  regulate  and 
the  same;   and    therefore  praying 
leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
the  better   regulating  and    di recti 
trade  and  manufacture  of  Woollen  C 
the  said  county."    The  bon.  gent, 
that  though  the  signatures  to  jt  we 
in  number,  yet  those  represented 
nnmerons  body,  and  might  be  cal 
domestic  manufacturers   of  the  © 
lie  wished  to  apprise  the  bouse, 
was  a  distinct  petition  from  that  pn 
on  the  part  of  the  finishers,  and* 
and,  he  had  to  say,  in  behalf  of  ti 
tioners,  that  they  only  wished  for 
tient  attention  of  parliament,  and 
then  be  content  with  any  measu 
legislature,   in    its   wisdom,  migh 
proper  to  adopt.— -Ordered  to  lie 
table. 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  presented  a  } 
on  the  same  subject,  from  the  Clot! 
ers  of  York  and  Lancaster.  He 
that  as  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Wilb 
had  said  a  few  words  in  favour  of 
petition,  he  would 'also  say  some 
favour  of  the  petition  which  he  hei 
hand.  This  petition  had  been  pi 
for  three  years  successively,  aud  1 


the  subject  was  to  be  seriously  invc 


matters  as  shall  have  come  to  their  know- 
ledge in  the  course  of  the  examinations 
taken  before  them  with  respect  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  said  lord  viscount  Melville, 
during  the  time  that  he  held  the  office  of 
treasurer  of  his  majesty's  navy."  Mr. 
Whitbread  accordingly  reported  from  the, 
said  committee  such  further  matters  as  they 


which  took  place,  ha,d  prevented 
sired  effect  from  this  circumstanc 
however,  the  present  ministry  ha* 
to  take  the  affair  into,  consideratior 
was  now  authorised  to  state,  that  ■ 
tion  was  brought  forward  with  the 
of  office. 

Lord  Temple  expressed  the  wish 


appeared  to  then) ;  and  he  read  the  report  nisters  to  afford  every  facility  pc 


iu  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the 
Game,  together  with  an  Appendix  there-1 
unto,  in  at  the  table,  where  the  report  was 
xead.  It  was  also  ordered,  that  the  said 
Jteport  be  taken  iuto  further  consideration 
upon  Friday  next,  and  be  printed  for  the 
mernbeps  of  the  house.  A  copy  of  the 
jeport  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to 
•the  present  volume. 

[Woollen  Manufacturers.]  Mr. 
2Filberforce  presented  a  petition  of  the 
manufacturers  of  Woolleu  Cloth  in  the 
county  ai  York,  setting  forth,  "  that  from 


the  steps  that  might  be  taken  for  th< 
of  this  business.  It  had  engage* 
tention  of  the  privy  council,  and  i 
curred  to  them  that  another  bill  8 
brought  in  to  continue  the  suspc 
the  present  regulations,  with  a 
bring  in  a  bill  as -soon  as  possibl 
the  proper  regulations.  Iu  his  op 
bill  would  not  answer  the  purp 
thought  that  different  bills  wou 
quisite,  according  to  the  various, 
be  settled. 
Mr.  H.  Lascelles  expressed  hia 
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IFcdntsdtq;,  March  5. 
[Minuter.}  Mr.'liutchinson  presented 
a  petition  from  the  city  of  Cork,  praying 
far  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  lo  enable  the 
inhabitants  to  erect  a  new  gaol  in  Cork. 
Leave  granted, —Mr.  Fordyce  presented 
tbe  third  report  from  tbe  surveyor,  general 
oi  the  laud  revenues,  which,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr,  Vansittart,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. —  Mr.  Altnuit,  from  the  comniis-. 
sioners  of  the  Thames  navigation,  pre- 
sented, an  Abstract  of  an  Account  of  aH 
money  received  and  disbursed  by  the  com- 
missioners appointed  for  improving  and 
completing  the  navigation  of  the  rivers 
Thames  and  Isis  in  the  year  1S05.— The 
Murine  Mutiny  bill  was  reports,  and  or- 
dered to  he  read  uthird  time  to-morrow.— 
Lord  Temple  brought  in  the  bill  for  allow- 
ing the  exportation  of  corn  and  other  arti- 
cles for  the  use  of  hi*  majesty's  foreign  gar- 
risons; winch  was  read  »  first  time.— On 
the  motion  of  the  secretary  at  war,  the 
Foreign  Soldiers'  bill  went  through  a  com- 
mittee. Tlie  report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  to-morrow. 

[I/>RDCoii,tNrcwooi>'9  Annuity  Bili,.] 
Lord  Htvrff  Petty  moved,  that  the  bouse 
should  resolve  itself  into  a  committee,  to 
consider  the  circumstances  of  lord  Colling- 


i  at  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
).  It  always  appeared  to  Mm  that  the 
iiriuus  points  embraced  in  this  business 
1  not  fie  properly  settled  without  the 
•sttority  of  government,  and  this  there 
fcre  was  ft  course  of  proceeding  which  he 
bad  always  recommended,  fie  was  doubt- 
ful, however,  whether  the  mutter  could  he 
finally  settled  in  the  course  of  the  present 
session.  There  were  a  great  variety  of 
points  to  be  considered,  such  a»  the  dif- 
ference isi  the  quality  of  the  articles,  the 
machinery,  and  the  7  years  apprenticeship 
required  at  present  from  those  who  exer- 
cised the  trade.  He  would  give  no  opi- 
nion HOW  On  that  head,  but  he  hoped  that 
the  whole  would  be  minutely  examiner! 
■hen  the  bills  came  to  a  committee.  The 
Woollen  Clothiers  of  York  had  not  as  yet 
been  beard  on  this  subject,  though  others 
and  enjoyed  that  advantage,  lie  was  ear- 
nestly desirous  that  this  business  might 
be  soon  and  completely  settled. 

Mr.  C.  Brooke  said,  he  was  so  sensible  of 

the  necessity  of  some  effectual  regulations, 

■      that  be  was  willing  to  give  every  assistance 

in  his  power  towards  a  revision  of  all  the 

lure  upon  the  subject.' 

Mr.  }I.  Lnsccl/c!  wished  to  submit  whe- 
ther it  wontd  not  be  proper  to  appoint 


i  for 


eWo 


i  Mat 


Earl  Tt-wpte  replied,  that  be  did  not 
know  of  any  objection  to  it. 

Tbe  Speaker  thought  it  might  be  right  to 
remind  them,  that  the  practice  of  the  house 
with  the  view  of  convenience,  in  such  cases 
wis  to  appoint  a  committee  of  revision,  in 
preference  to  bringing  in  a  number  oi  dif- 
ferent bills. — The  petition  «lis  then  ordered 


she 


i  the  table 


alsc 


petition  to  the  same  effect,  from  the  Cloth 
Workers    of  Wills,   Somerset,  and    Glou- 


U'fd'icsdcy,  Mp\li  5. 
[Minutes.]  In  an  appeal  from  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  Macdonall  v.  Daily, 
Mr,  KnHpp  was  beard  for  the  defendant, 
after  which  the.  judgment  of  the  court  of 
ting's  Bench  was  affirmed,  with  $0t.  costs. 
••Mr.  Fordyce,  survey  or-gpnerai  of  the 
ttawn  lands,  presented  the  third  report 
Mpecting  the  land  revenue  of  the  crown  ; 
whi-.h  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. — 
The  qualification  indemnity  bill  was  read 
ft  second    time,    and    committed  for  to- 


into  the  committee,  he  wished  to  addreso 
a  few  words,  by  way  of  question,  to  the 
nol.le  lord.  He  understood  lady  Colliuw- 
woud,  in  case  of  her  surviving  her  lord, 
was  lo  have  the  annuity  continued  to  her 
for  her  life,  lie  thought  it  very  right  it 
should  be  so  ;  but,  what  he  wished  to 
know,  was,  whether  any  provision  was  in- 
tended to  be  made  for  the  unfortunate  wF- 
dowa  of  captains  of  men  of  war,  whoso 
husbands  bad  fallen  gallantly  defending 
their  eountrv  in  the  glorious  battle  of 
Trafalgar  ?  Captain  Duff  liad  so  fallen,  and 
had    left  behind  him  a  disconsolate  widow 


n  his  li 


t  the  s 


the  loss  of  her  subsislnnce,  for  he  under- 
stood she  was  very  ill  provided  for;  capt. 
Cooke  had  also  fallen  on  the  Banie  glorious 
occasion,  and  ^ad  left  a  widow  in  a  similar 
predicament.  He  wished,  therefore,  to 
know,  whether  it  were  intended  any  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  those  unlortu- 
tunatu  ladies  ?  and  he  hoped  be  should 
not  be  deemed  troublesome  by  tho  noble 
lord  in  asking  the  question. 
Lord  Henry  Petty  expre»**d  fats  partici- 
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pation  in  the  feeling  so  properly  expressed 
by  the  hon.  member;  but  he  believed  it 
.was  not  customary  on  such  occasions  to 
make  any  particular  provision  for  the  wi- 
dows of  naval  captains.  lie  understood, 
however,  that  some  application  had  been 
made  on  behalf  of  those  ladies  for  his  ma* 
jesty's  bounty,  which  was  at  present  under 


the  royal  consideration,  but  he  was  not  which,  he  trusted,  would  at  the  sano 


proposition  of  his  predecessor.  T| 
mates  which  he  had  now  the  bow 
present,  were  only  for  two  monthi 
he  hoped  that  long  before  the  expi 
of  that  time,  his  majesty's  ministers 
have  fully  matured,  and  parliament 
adopted,  a  plan  for  the  permanent 
tary  establishment  of   the   year,  i 


yet  prepared  to  communicate  the  result.-— 
The  house  then  went  into  a  committee: 
in  which  the  noble  lord  moved  a  resolu- 
tion, that  in  the  event  of  the  decease  of 
lord  Collingwood,  the  sum  of  1000/.  a 
year  should,  from  the  time  of  his  decease, 
be  settled  on  lady  Collingwood  for  her 
life;  and,  after  her  decease,  if  the  daugh- 
ters of  lord  Colling  wood  lae  liviug,  the  same 
annual  sum  to  be  settled  on  them,  to  com- 
mence from  the  day  of  lady  Collingwood's 
decease. — The  house  resumed,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received  to-mor- 
row. 

[Affairs  of  India*]  Mr.  Pavll  gave 
.notice  of  a  motion  for  Friday,  for  the  pro- 
duction of  three  or  four  more  papers  to 
lay  the  grounds  of  an  additional  charge 
against  lord  Wellesley. 

Lord  Temple  asked  whether  it  was  the 


intention  of  the  hon.  gent,  to  bring  for-  '  On  the  motion  for  its  first  reading, 


that  it  augmented  and  strengthen) 
military  force  reduce  the  expence  • 
military  department— Ordered  to 
the  table,  and  the  right  hon.  gent 
notice,  that  he  would  on  Friday  m< 
estimates  in  the  Committee  of  Supf 

Lord  Castkreagh  took  occasion  U 
that  the  motion  of  the  late  minist 
proposing  the  estimates  for  onlv 
months,  was  in  order  to  leave  thi 
eessors  completely  unfettered.  1 
enabled  to  say,  that  were  it  not  1 
consideration,  the  late  administrate 
fully  purposed  at  the  time  to  bring  i 
a  plan  for  the  permanent  militar 
blishment  of  the  year. 

[Wool  Exportation  Bill.] 
Temple,  brought  up  a  bill  to  pen 
exportation  of  wool,  from  the  Briti 
tations  in  America,  to  the  united  ki 


ward  on  Friday  the  additional  charge  he 
alluded  to,  or  to  move  only  for  papers  ? 

Mr.  Paull  replied,  that  he  meant  to 
move  for  the  papers,  and  they  would  form 
all  the  documents  he  thought  necessary 
upon  this  subject.  If  they  should  be  pro- 
duced in  due  time,  he  gave  notice  that  he 
would  in  the  course  of  the  first  week  after 
.the  recess  bring  forward  his  accusations 
against  lord  Wellesley. 

Mr.  H.  Addington  begged  the  hon.  gent, 
to  describe  the  nature  of  the  papers  to 
Which  his  intended  motion  would  refer  ? 

Mr.  Paull  said  that  there  was  a  prince 
in  In^ia  called  the  Rajah  of  Bhurtpoie, 
with  respect  to  whom  the  hon.  member 
was  proceeding  to  make  some  remarks, 
when  he  was  called  to  order  by  the  Spea- 
ker, who  directed  the  hon.  gent,  to  con- 
fine himself  to.  the  answer  required  of  him. 
The  hon.  gent*  then  stated,  that  the  pa- 
pers he  meant  to  move  for  related  to  the 
conduct  of  lord  Wellesley  towards  the  Ra- 
jah of  Bhurtpore. 

[Army  Estimates."!  The  Secretary  at 
War  presented  the  army  estimates,  which 
the  right  hon.  gent,  stated  to  be  formed  on 
the  same  scale  precisely  with  those  for 
*  mentbs,  which  bad  been  voted  on  the 


Mr.  Harrison  entertained  object 
this  measure,  which  be  conceived  I 
injure  the  landed  interest,  but  1m 
reserve  the  full  statement  of  tbea 
tioos  to  a  future  stage.    In  the  nw 
he  hoped  that  some  regulations  w 
introduced  into  it,  that  might  rend* 
exceptionable.    It  struck  him,  thi 
unlimited  importation  of  wool  wt 
mitted,  the  effect  would  be  to  dii 
the  growth  of  that  article  at  home, 
cing  the  landed  interest  at  the  di 
of  the  manufacturers,  who  would, 
'surplus  in  consequence  of  the  imp< 
be  at  liberty  to  offer  any  price  they 
The  importation  at  present  allow 
ceeded  from  a  wish  to  obtain  the  i 
of  Spain  ty  mix  with  our  own. 
bad  no  want  of  the  coarse  wool  of  a 
Indeed  he  could  not  conceive  an 
for  this  bill.     We  had  no  scarcity 
whatever,  and  therefore  the  bill  ws 
face  of  it,  unnecessary,  and  he  muc 
its  effects  would  be  injurious! 

Lord  Temple  called  to  the  rec 
of  the  house,  that  the  importatioc 
from  the  united  states  of  Americ 
ready  permitted,  and  the.  only  obje 
bill  was  to  grant  to  our  own  col 
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nmt  advantage.  It  was  his  intention  ti 
propose,  that  the  bill  should  be  printed 
■od  alluw  hill  time  for  Us  examination,  ir 
order  that  no  alarm  should  arise  Irum  ; 
maunders- lauding  of  its  provisions.  If  il 
should  appear  desirable  to  limit  the  conti- 
■Mucc  of  the  bill,  be  should  offer  no  ob- 
jection to  soch  a  proposal ;  and  if,  here- 
after, it  should  be  found  disadvantageous 
ia  tt*  operation,  its  repeal  would  naturally 


Mr.  Harrixan  recommended  every 
raurageiDent  to  the  growth  of  wool,  upon 
the  tame  principle  that  the  legish 
awragrd  the  growth  of  corn.  He  advised 
tnt  introduction  of  a  clause  into  this  bill, 
imposing  a  small  duty  on  the  wool  imported, 
w  tie  best  means  of  ascertaining  t but  which 
■was  Terv  desirable,  namely,  (he  quantity 
U  the  importation. — The  bill  was  then 
nad  a  first  time. 

[Report  from  Impeachment  Com- 
utter,  respecting  Mk. Trotter.]  Mr. 
Wiitbread  reported  from  the  committee, 
■^pointed  to  draw  up  articles  of  Impeach- 
■eat  against  Henry  lord  viscount  Mel- 
*iBe;  "  that  he  was  directed  by  the  cotn- 
auuee  to  acquaint  the  house,  that  Alexao. 
in- Trotter,  esq.  late  paymaster  to  Henry 
lixiount  Melville,  whilst  treasurer  of 


knmajes 


Tb< 


•_  been  examined 
I  refuse  to  answer 
led  of  him  by  the 
bun.  gent,  then 
the  journal  of  the 
"42,  of  the 


moved, "  That  t  he  entry 
souse,  of  the  I3th  of  April 
puceedings  of  this  house,  in  relation  to  .Mr. 
Nebolas  Pa\tou,  might  be  read:"  And 
ibtttmt  being  reac;  the  hon.  pent,  moved, 
'That  the  said  Alexander  Trotter,  esq. 
te,  for  his  said  offence,  takes  into  the  cus- 
tody of  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this 
k«se  ;  and  thai  Mr.  Speaker  do  isiue  his 
wnant  accordingly."  [The speaker,  in  put- 
asg  tbe  question,  substituted  by  mistake 
fc name  of  Alexander  Davison,  for  Alex- 
•Ser  Trotter,  which  occasioned  a  general 
Wh.)      On  the  question  being  put, 

Sw  IF,  Elford  rose  and  ejipressed  his 
tape  that  the  house  would  not  adopt  [he 
proposition  of  the  lion,  member,  and  cou- 
ttt  t.,  commit  Mr.  Trotter  for  refusing 
Maoawer  the  questions  alluded  to,  upon 
a  fair  consideration  of  the  reasons  which 
ced  that  refusal.  When  Mr.  Trotter 
ratood  that  he  was  to  be  examined 
T  this  committee,  he  very  naturally 
■oassdered  the  propriety  of  declining  to 
a  any  questions  which  might  have 


the  effect  of  criminating  himself,  or  expo- 
sing himself  to  a  civil  suit.  Accordingly 
upon  questions  being  proposed,  which  ap- 
peared to  Mr.  Trotter  to  have  that  ten- 
dency, he  had  recourse  to  the  advice  of 
counsel,  and  this  advice  corresponded  with 
that  which  was  pronounced  law  by  several 
of  the  Judges  in  another  place;  The  ma- 
jority of  the  Judges  had,  he  was  aaare,  de- 
clared the  law  to  be  otherwise.  But  still, 
doubts  existed  upon  the  question,  viz.  whe- 
ther a  witness  was  compellable  to  give  such 
answer  to  any  question  as  might  subject  him- 
self to  a  civil  action,  add  in  consv,(UG..cu 
of  these  doubts  it  was  understood  that  a 
declaratory  law  was  deemed  necessary,  and 
was  intended  to  be  brought  forward.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  considering  the 
ditlereuce  of  opinion  which  prevailed  upon 
the  point  which  applied  to  this  subject 
even  among  the  Judges,  and  that  it  was 
not  yet  ascertained  what  the  law  was,  but 
that  on  the  contrary  a  declaratory  law 
was  in  contemplation,  which  two  of  the 
most  respectable  law  lords  had  very  pro- 
perly said  would  require  the  must  mature 
deliberation,  he  trusted  the  house  would 
not  visit  the  proposed  punishment  upon 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Trotter.— The  hon, 
bart.  then  read  the  opinion  of  counsel, under 
which  Mr.  Trotler  had  acted.  This  opi- 
on  was  signed  by  Mr.  serjeutit  Shepherd 
id  Mr,  Alexander,  and  imported  that  a 
■  tness  was  not  compellable  to  answer  any 
question,  the  effect  of  which  might  be  to 
bject  him  to  a  civil  suit.  With  all  thess 
wsideralions  in  view,  it  struck  his  mind, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  appear  in  the  same 
light  to  the  house,  that,  pending  the  pro- 
gress of  the  bill  which  was  now  in  the 
ather  house  of  parliament,  and  which  was 
ntroduced  by  the  hon.  mover  himself, 
it  would  not  he  more  reasonable  than 
just,  that  the  committee  should  suspend 
their  enquiry  upuu  this  part  of  the  case. 
'  ',  indeed,  be  inconsistent  with  the 
grounds  upon  which  that  bill  prolessed  to 
:,  to  take  a  diiferent  course;  for  that 
,  as  well  as  the  act  uf  indemnity 
from  Criminal  prosecutions,  obviously  re- 
ignised  the  principle  on  which  the  con- 
duct complained  of  in  Trotter,  was  quits 
justifiable.  From  these  considerations  he 
must  say,  that  to  commit  Mr.  Trotter  into 
stody  would  be  an  act  of  oppression,  if 
the  hon.  mover  would  consent  to  have  the 
enquiries  of  the  committee  suspended,  ta 
Mr.  Trotter  wbs  concerned,  until  tlm 
bill  before  the  other  hou»e  should  bepasatd 
A  a 
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into  a  law,  the  refusal  of  Mr.  Trotter  to  an- 
swer any  question  put  to  himt  by  the  com- 
mittee, could  not  be  excused,  and  upon  the 
enactment  of  such  law,  be  believed,  that 
Mr.  Trotter  would  not  be  inclined  to  make 
any  refusal. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  said,  that  if  no  bill 
of  indemnity  whatever  had  passed,  or  was 
passing  through  parliament,  still  it  would 
be  extremely  wrong  in  the  house  to  take 
the  course  recommended  by  the  hon.  bart., 
and  refuse  to  sanction  the  conduct  of  its 
committee.  Upon -such  an  application  as 
that  under  discussion,  it  was  not  for  the 
house  to  consider  whether  Trotter  was  le- 
gally compellable  to  answer  certain  ques- 
tions which  might  have  been  put  to  him  by 
the  committee.  Now,  it  should  be  taken  for 
granted,  that  the  questions  proposed  to  him 
were  correct;  otherwise  the  house  had 
not  a  proper  confidence  in  its  committee. 
What  was  the  case?  Why,  that  upon  the 
recommendation  of  this  committee,  a  bill 
was  brought  in,  to  indemnify  Trotter  from 
any  civil  action  that  might  arise  out  of  his 
answers  before  them,  although  the  opinion 
of  many  lawyers  was,  that  lie  was  com- 
pellable to  answer  questions  of  that  ten- 
dency ;  aud  that  opinion,  which  prevailed 
before  the  bill  was  introduced,  was  since 
strengthened  by  the  declaration  of  a  great 
majority  of  the  Judges.  How  could  the 
house  then,  upon  a  question  so  circum- 
stanced, reconcile  it  to  itself  to  delay  the 
progress  of  this  prosecution,  in  the  manner 
the  hon.  bart.  proposed  ?  Such  a  proceed- 
ing would  be,  in  fact,  to  withdraw  their 
confidence  from  the  committee,  and  to 
imply  a  suspicion  that  that  confidence  had 
been  abused.  Coupling  the  proposition  of 
the  hon.  bart.  for  delay,  with  what  had 
taken  place  last  year,  when,  by  a  mere  ma- 
jority of  one,  the  cause  of  justice  had  tri- 
umphed, the  house  could  not  be  unaware 
of  the  object.  But  he  trusted  that  the 
house  would  not  sanction  the  disposition 
that  was  manifested  to  withhold  from  this 
committee  the  degree  of  confidence  which 
had  never  been  refused  to  any  committee 
upon  similar  occasions. 

Mr.  IVhitbread  observed,  that  if  the  mo- 
tion he  bad  introduced  at  the  instance  of 
the  committee,  should  not  be  agreed  to, 
the  house  had  better  withdraw  its  confi- 
dence from  that  committee  altogether.  It 
was  impossible  for  him,  consistently  with 
his  duty,  to  state  at  present  what  passed  in 
the  committee,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
could  say,  that  Mr.  Trotter  was  treated, 


i 


in  the  course  of  his  examination,  w 
utmost  possible  indulgence.     In  tl 
nion  of  many,  indeed,  among  whom 
one,  that  indulgence  had  been  often1 
too  far.     He  had  been  indemnifies 
all  criminal  prosecution,  and  it  w 
posed  to  indemnify  him  from  all  c 
tions.      He  had    frequently  demai 
questions  which,  according  to  the  d 
opinion  of  eight  of  the  Judges,  he 
gaily  compelled  to  answer,  and  y 
was  given  him  deliberately  to  advi 
counsel,  &c#  The  hon.  member  disi 
the  intention  of  offering  any  thing 
view  to  extenuate  or  to  apologize 
conduct  of  the  committee.     Nor 
mean  to  state  precisely  the  question 
Mr.  Trotter  refused  to  answer, 
could  state  in  substance,  that  they 
such  a  nature  as,  according  to  the  1 
no u need  by  the  four  dissentient  Jtt 
could  riot  be   screened  from  am 
The  hon.  member  repeated,  that  if 
tion  before  the  house  was  not  ado'p 
committee  would  be  placed  in  si 
tuation,  that  it  would  be  better 
draw  the  confidence  of  the  hou 
them  altogether,  aud  to  appoint 
committee. 

Sir  W.  Elf  or  d  disclaimed  any  ir 
in  the  observations  which  he  fe 
duty  to  submit,  to  impeach  the  : 
of,  or  weaken  the  confidence  dm 
committee. — The  motion  was  agit 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  he  should  d< 
go  to  the  extent  of  the  precedent  «i 
house  had  heard  read,  and  which  cc 
the  refractory  witness  to  Newgt 
He  should  only  move  that  the  se 
arms  shall  attend  Mr.  Trotter  b« 
committee,  whenever  they  shall  tl 
per  to  examine  him. — Agreed  to. 

[Military  Establishment 
Long  rose  and  said,  that  seeing 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Windham)  noi 
place,  he  wished  to  ask  him,  at  v 
he  intended  to  propose  to  the  I 
Plan,  respecting  the  arrangemen 
military  establishment.  He  did 
said,  put  this  question,  with  a 
embarrass  the  government  of  w 
right  hon.  gent,  was  now  a  men 
because  he  felt  it  was  of  high  im 
that  any  alteration  intended  to 
should  be  known  as  soon  as  possi 
the  longer  such  information  was 
the  greater  embarrassment  woult 
the  service;  as  those  exertioi 
might  be  made  by  gentlemen  at 
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ion,  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
could  uot  be  undertake  u  with  the  desira- 
ble etfeci.  If  they  were  io  understand  thai 
flew  and  nuti  rial  arrangements  were  to 
Uke  place.  He  knew  this  lo  be  par  tic  u 
Ufly  the  case  with  respect  to  the  militia  ii 
Ireland. — The  tight  hon.  gent,  was  pro> 
creditig,   wheu 

Dr.  Lnurcace  rose,  to  order,  and  oh 
•erwed.  Unit  Uie  hon.  member,  instead  oi 
propounding  a  short  question  irregularly 
kcruas  lie  house,  was  proceeding  into  a 
detail,  which  might  lead  to  a  disorderly 
6e*«lr,   there    Ltiug  no    regular  question 

[be  to  re  the  house. 
Mr.  Speaker  agreed   to  the  propriety  of 
this  observation. 

Mr.  I-ong  professed  that  his  object  was 
to  Slate:  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
Lui  j  question,  upon  a  subject,  with  re- 
pld  lo  which  he  disclaimed  any  intention 
U  produce  inconvenience  to  the  right  hon. 
.•i.i.  tu  whom  it  was  addressed,  but  to 
•buun  some  satisfactory  information,  as 
to  arrangements,  in  the  proposition  of 
which,  be  trusted,  that  no  delay  would 
tike  place  which  could  possibly  be  avoided. 

Mr.  Secretary  Windham  said,  lie  was 
wery  ready  to  give  the  right  hon.  gent. 
eery  satisfaction  in  his  power,  relative  lo 
the  point  alluded  to.  The  right  hon. 


'i 
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,   ho« 


tskiu 


the 


in  his  place  (Mr.  Sheridan),  for  a  motion 
to  repeal  the  bill  called  ■'  the  Additional 
Defence  Act.*  lie  wished  to  know  from 
the  friends  of  that  right  hon.  gent.,  in  hit 
absence,  whether  the  repeal  of  that  bill 
lorined  a  part  of  the  plan  of  military  ar- 
rangement, beeause,  if  it  were,  it  w.xild 
be  important) he  house  should  have 
plete  return  of  the  number  of  men  raised 
by  its  operation,  in  order  to  judge  fairly 
i.-i  its  etiects;  and,  if  not,  that  th 
lions  of  geiulenieu  throughout  fie  cnun- 
rv,  for  carrying  that  bill  into  full  effect 
night  not  be  damped  by  the  apprebensioi; 
if  its  intended  repeal. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  be  had  already  de- 
lared  his  object  to  the  house,  so  far  as  be 
was  yet  prepared  to  explain  himself  on  Ibe 
object  of  military  arrangements.  He  had, 
however,  uo  objection  to  answer  the  ques- 
of  the  right  hon.  gent,  in  substance, 
that  iu  the  plan  of  defence  now  in  con- 
templation, that  bill  certainly  would  not 
have  a  place. 

Thwtday,  March  6. 
[Mixctes.]     Lord  Tyrawley,    one    of 

the  representative  peers  of  Ireland,  took 
lo  the  oaths  and  his  seat. — The  Qualification 
t.  [  Indemnity  bill  passed  through  a  committee. 


,  de-   and  was  reported. — Mr.  Johnson,  from  the 


forward  bis  I'lan?    lie  did  i 
what  he  meant  by  the  word; 
He  had  never 
bouse;  nor  ha< 

other  member 
business  of  the 
the  present  vei 
ht  majesty' 


bri-e 


conn  Jig  uilo  edict  ; 
Kiice  engaged  their  most 


hi,  1'b.i. 
Ian  to  [hi 
le  ever  heard,  that  an; 
I  done  so  for  him.  Tin 
littery  establishment,  to 
had  been  taken  up  by 
immediately 


,d  it    had 

.id  consideration. 
They  had,  however,  found  it  delicate, 
difficult,  and  highly  important,  mid  as 
■uch,  had  nut  been  forward  to  say  any 
Aiiig  of  it  to  the  house,  lill  they  were  able 
ht  bring  it,  among  themselves,  to  a  state 
of  sufficient  maturity,  and,  whenever  they 
ifcould  find  it  in  such  a  state,  both  their 
defy  and  inclination  would  lead  them  to 
kj  it  before  the  house,  us  speedily  a?  the 
J  importance  of  it  would  possibly 

nn/Hg  observed,   that  there  stood 
I    a  notice  upon  the  votes  of  the   house,  gi- 
ll the   first   day   of  the  session    by   a 
tf)tt  boa.  gent,  whom  he  did  nut  uo\\  see 


ofchief secretary  for  Ireland,  present- 
ed an  account  of  the  state  of  the  prisons  in 
Ireland  for  the  year  ISO.,,  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table.— Mr.  Allnutt, 
from  the  commissioners  of  Thames  Navi- 
gation, presented  an  account  of  the  receipts 
and  disbursements  of  that  board  for  the 
yuar  1S05,  which  was  also  ordered  lo  lie 
un  the  tabic. 


Thursday,  March  6". 
[Minltes.]     Colonel  Vereker  reported 
mil  the  committee,  to  whom  the  petition 
om  the  city  oi  Limerick  had  been  re- 
ared, and  obtained  leave  to  bring  m  a  bill 
>r  the  more  equal  taxing,   and  the  better 
paving,  clcausii:g,   mid   lighting  the  city  of 
;rick. — Mr.  Aldermaji  Combe  present- 
petition  from  several  persons,  owners 
and  proprietors  of  houses,  in  Skinner-street, 
Snow-hill,  and   in  Pickett  street,  Temple* 
liar,  praying  leave  to  dispose  of  the  same 
by  way  of  lottery.      He  also   presented   a 
petition  from   the  Master   Shoe- makers  of 
the  city  of  London,  praying  for  certai     re- 
guiutiuus  therein,  slated,  for  the  better  sup- 


950J 


PARL.  DEBATES,  March  6, 1803 — Mr.  Trotter' sTetition. 


V 


pression  qf  combination  among  the  trade. 
—On  the  motion  of  Mrf  Vapsittart,  a  new 
writ  was  ordered  for  the  Borough  of  Corfe 
Castle,  in  the  room  of  the  right  hon.  Na- 
thanael  Bond,  who  has  accepted  the  office 
pf  judge  advocate  general. — ^lr.  Main- 
waring  presented  a  petition  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  building  a  bridge  over 
the  Thames,  opposite  to  Vauxhall.— 'The 
report  of  the  committee  of  yesterday,  on 
the  situation  of  lord  Collingwood's  family, 
was  brought  up  and  agreed  to,  and,  on  the 
motion  of  lord  H.  Petty,  it  was  ordered 
that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee, 
to  whom  lord  Colhngwood's  annuity  bill 
was  referred,  to  introduce  provisions  agree- 
ably to  those  resolutions.^— Lord  H.  Petty 
brought  in  the  bill  for  the  better  regulating 
the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  ordnance, 
•which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  secpnd  time  to-morrow.  Mr. 
S>.  poprne  asked  if  any  additional  salary 
had  been  granted,  or  was  in  contemplation 
to  be  granted,  to  the  persons  holding  the 
office  in  question,  and  other  similar  offices, 
in  consequence  of  the  regulations  now  in. 
troduced  ?  The  noble  lord  answered,  that 
iio  such  addition  had  been  made,  nor  was 
he  aware  that  any  such  was  in  contempla- 
tion. 

[Mu.  Trotter's  Petition  to  be  dis- 
charged.] Mr.  Whitbread  stated,  that  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Trotter  before  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  prepare  articles  of  im- 
peachment against  lord  Melville  this  morn- 
ing, justified  him  in  offering  to  the  house 
a  petition,  praying  that  he  should  bjg  dis- 
charged.    The  petition  was  then  brought 
up  and  read  by  the  clerk;  setting  forth, 
"  that  the  petitioner  was  committed  to  the 
custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms,  for  not 
answering  certain  questions  put  to  him  by 
a  committee  appointed  by  the  house ;  and 
the  petitioner  hopes  that  such  his  refusal 
will  not  be  ascribed  to  any  want  of  defer- 
ence or  respect  to  the  house,  or  to  their 
pommittee,  but  to  a  sense  of  regard  to  his 
personal  security,  which,  from  his  legal 
advisers,  he  understood  would  be  endan- 
gered were  he  to  answer  such  questions ; 
but,  since  the  declaration  of  the  house  re- 
specting such  his  refusal,  the  petitioner 
most  respectfully  acquaints  the  house,  that 
he  is  now  most  ready  to  attend  the  said 
committee,  for  the  purpose  of  examina- 
tion, and  to  answer  such  questions,  deep- 
ly regretting  his  error,  and  begging  pardon 
tor  the  same ;  and  therefore  praying,  that 
the  house  will  order  him  to  be  discharged 


out  of  the  custody  of  their  serjei 
arms."    The  petition  having1  been  t 
was  ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
bread,  "  that  the  said  Alexander  1 
be  brought  to  the  bar  of  this  house 
with,  in  order  to  be  discharged." 
Trotter  was  accordingly  brought  J 
bar,  where  he  received  a  reprimand 
the  Speaker,  and  was  ordered  to  1 
charged  out  of  custody,  paying  hi 
The   reprimand    was    as   followed 
"  Alexander  Trotter ;  a  committee 
"  house,  charged  with  the  high  and 
"  tant  duty  of  preparing  Articles  < 
"  peachment  against  Henry  lord  vi 
"  Melville,  having  reported  that  yoi 
"  your  examination  before  the  com 
"  refused  to  give  evidence,  this  ho 
"  its  just  indignation,  ordered  yoi 
"  taken  into  custody. — Your  examf 
"  the  disgrace  and  imprisonment  i 
"  upon  you,  are  a  warning  to  all  tin 
"  resistance  to  the  authority  of  thi 
"  is  vain. — But  the  atonement  yfl 
"  made  this  day,  by  an  early  and  fi 
"  mission,    having  induced  the  h 
"  order  that  you  be  now  discharge 
"  are  discharged  accord ingly*  payi: 
"  fees."     On  the  motion  of   Mr 
bread,  it  was  then  ordered,  "  th 
has  been  said  by  Mr.  Speaker,  i) 
manding  the  said  Alex.  Trotter, 
tered  in  the  journal  of  this  house." 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Friday,  March  7- 
[Witnesses'  Liability  Bili 
Lord  Chanctllor  quitted  the  w 
and  stated,  he  had  a  declaratc 
to  submit  to  the  consideration 
lordships;  he  adverted  to  the  pro 
and  discussions  which  had  takei 
and  which  had  induced  the  propos 
present  bill.  These,  their  lordshi; 
recollect,  arose  principally  from 
tion  proposed  by  a  noble  and 
friend  of  his,  u  Whether,  accord  in 
a  witness  were  bound  to  answer  q 
the  answers  to  which  did  not  tec 
cuse  himself,  but  to  establish,  oi 
establish,  that  he  owes  a  debt,  ret 
by  a  civil  suit  ?"  On  this,  the  opini 
Judges  was  called  for,  and  a  great 
of  them  were  of  opinion,  that  a  wit 
no  such  right  to  demur.  After  si 
cision,  and  what  had  been  stat 
noble  and  learned  friend  (lord 
that  in  the  course  of  his  long  es 
he  never  heard  of  such,  a  claim, « 
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the  par;  of  a  witness  ;   after  what  his  noble 
friend  at    the  head   of  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,    had  also  stated  to  the  like  effect ; 
and  after    what  he  knew  himself,  who  was 
exactly     in    a  similar    predicament  ;    he 
thought  the  best  mode  was,  to  declare  the 
!»»■  as  stated  in   those  opinions  and   decla- 
rations.    It  did  not  appear  in  the  event, 
'Jut    ibe  question  proposed  by  his  noble 
friend,    was,  in  point  of  fact,  liable  to  any 
objection  ;   neither   did  it  appear,  that  the 
insurers   of  the  learned  Judges  were  not 
:  I'.LMdctory  to  the  house :  on  this  principle, 
the  bill  be  held  in  his  hand  proceeded. 
His  lordship  then  adverted  to  some  suboi- 
ciaate   legal  considerations,   which  seemed 
partly  to  arise  from  a  contemplation  of  the 
particular   circumstance    which  originally 
give    birth  to  the   measure,    and    which 
might  be  thought  necessary  to  be  attended 
tc  on  such  an  occasion  as  the  present ;  but 
he  thought  it  proper  to  make  the  biil  a; 
generally  and  as  purely  declaratory  as  pos- 
sible, and   without  reference  to  any  pro- 
reeding  then  before  that,  or  the  other  honse 
t>f  parliament.    Their  lordships,  however, 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  more  minute- 
ly considering  the  bill,  on  thi  2d  reading. 
He  had  rendered  its  language  and  tenour 
•J  guarded  as  possible,  and  he  could  not 
help  flattering  himself,  that,  with  the 
iiitince    he   should    receive  in    perfect 
the  measure,  from  his   noble   and  learned 
fr.tnd,  he  should  be  able  to  make   it  so  a; 
to  meet  the  approbation  of  their  lordships. 
After  a  few  further  remarks,   in   which  he 
noticed   what  had  been  thrown   out,   as  to 
iflording,  in  certain  circumstances,   an  ul- 
terior protection  to  witnesses,  and  the  con- 
iteration  whether  the  present  moment, 
■ere  the  fittest  for  such  an  enacting  bill, 
be   presented    his    declaratory    m ensure, 
nhich    was    intituled,  "  An  act  to   declare 
lie  law   with   respect   to  Witnesses  being 
liable  to  answer."      His  lordship  then   mo- 
ved, •'  that  the  bill  be  read  a  first  time  ;" 
nhicb  was   accordingly   done;   and    atter- 
nrds  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Lord  FAdun  made  a  few  remarks  on  the 
nature  of  the  opinions  delivered  by  the 
learned  Judges;  of  whom,  seven,  out  ol 
the  eleven  who  delivered  their  opinions  re- 
gularly, were,  as  the  nnbie  lord  on  the 
woolsack  stated  ;  at  the  tame  time,  ii 
should  be  recollected,  that  those  who  de- 
fevered  a  contrary  opinion,  did  it  as  a  ge- 
aenl  rule  of  law,  which  they  admitted  liable 
la  many  exceptions.  This  seemed,  in  the 
I     ttnumeut  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord. 


to  be  an  additional  reason  in  favour  of 
iuch  a  bill  as  his  noble  friend  proposed. 
His  lordship  then  alluded  to  a,  clause  or 
■ion,  in  effect,  as  he  bad  stated  on  a 
former  evening,  which  he  sboalrt  conceive 
necessary  to  propose,  on  the  2d  reading 
of  the  bill. 

[Witnesses'  Ixdcmnity  Bill.]  Lord 
Holland  observed,  that  in  the  course  of  the 
rious  discussions  respecting  the  subject 
'Olved  in  this  bill,  several  objections  had 
been  made  to  the  bill  which  he  had  bi- 
herto  fortbore  to  notice,  but  ou  which 
ie  could  not  avoid  troubling  their  lord- 
ships with  a  few  words,  before  he  moved 
to  discharge  the  order  on  it.  After  giving 
a  short  detail  of  the  progress  of  tlie  indem- 
nity bill  brought  in  last  session,  and  of  the 
bill  now  before  the  bouse,  together  with 
the  questions  referred  to  the  Judges,  and 
their  opinions,  he  contended,  th;it  the  pre- 
sent bill  had  been  tuistated  by  the  noble 
id  learned  lord  (.tldou),  on  a  former  oc- 
sion,  to  be  an  ex  post  facto  law,  nei- 
ther was  it  the  object  of  the  bill,  to  alter 
the  law  as  already  existing.  Those  who 
had  framed  the  bill,  had  dune  it  with  the 
best  views  and  the  best  intentions,  and  in 
pporting  the  bill  in  that  house,  he  bad 
j  other  object  than  that  complete  justice 
should  be  done  in  the  case  to  which  it  re- 
ferred. He  wished  their  lordships  to  keep 
in  mind  the  precise  grounds  on  Which  the 
bill  stood  ;  if  a  witness  in  any  suit  in  a. 
court  of  law  was  interested,  he  iniaht  be. 
rendered  a  competent  witness  by  means  of 
a  release  ;  the  present  bill  would  have  ope- 
rated as  a  rt'lijLiiL1  to  ceruin  witnesses,  of 
any  debts  which  might  be  due  from  them 
to  the  crown.  It  was  here  that,  according 
to  the  law,  as  stated  by  a  majority  Ol  the 
Judges,  and  as  about  to  be  declared  by  the 
bill  presented  by  his  noble  and  learned 
friend,  that  a  witness  could  not  demur  to 
a  question  ou  the  ground,  that  the  answer 
would  render  him  liable  to  a  civil  action 
for  a  debt,  but  the.  bill  went  away  to  release 
the  witnesses  in  the  case  mentioned,  from 
those  debts  which  could  serve  them  for  any 
ground  of  demurrer.  He  should  not  press 
the  bill  upon  their  lordships'  attention  now 
that  a  declaratory  act  had  been  presented, 
hut  should  only  observe,  in  addition  to 
what  he  had  Stated,  that  the  bill  was  sanc- 
tioned by  precedents,  reaper  ting  which  he 
would  content  himself  with  referring  their 
lordships  to  Viner's  abridgement,  arid  Mr. 
Cowper's  reports.  'There  was,  however, 
one  objection  to  the  bill  which  he  had  not 
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beard  stated  in  that  bouse,  but  which  had 
great  weight  in  his  mind,  'which  was,  that 
the  advantage  sought  to  be  attained  by  it, 
ought  not  to  be  purchased  by  giving  up 
any  sums  of  money  which  might  eventually 
turn  out  to  be  due  to  the  public  from  an> 
persons  whom  it  was  the  object  of  the  bill 
to  indemnify.  He  concluded  by  moving 
to  discharge  the  order  for  summoning 
their  lordships  for  this  day,  observing,  that 
he  should  fix  no  other  day  for  the  2d 
reading,  not,  however,  giving  it  up  alto-, 
get  her,  until  something  definitive  was  done 
respecting  the  proposed  declaratory  law. 

Lord  Eldon  said,  he  still  maintained  his 
former  opinion  with  respect  to  this  bill. 
As  to  the  analogy  stated  by  the  noble  lord 
in  the  case  of  releasing  a  witness,  it  did 
not  apply  to  the  bill,  there  being  no  such 
thing  known  in  a  court  of  law  as  releasing 
a  witness  in  the  event  of  his  making  a  full 
and  fair  disclosure,  the  release  must  be  un- 
conditional, or  else  it  was  a  nullity. — The 
order  was  then  discharged. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Friday,  March  J, 
[Minutes.]  The  sheriffs  of  London 
presented  at  the  bar,  a  petition  from  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of 
the  city  of  London,  stating,  that  the  ex- 
isting acts  relative  to  a  free  market  for 
coals  in  the  city  of  London  were  defective, 
and  praying  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  and  render  the  same  more  effectual. 
Referred  to  a  committee. — Mr.  Fox  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  company  of 
Butchers  of  the  citv  of  London,  setting 
forth  "  that  an  act  was  passed  43  Geo,  III. 
to   extend   the    provisions    of  two    acts, 

Eassed  39  and  40  and  41  Geo.  III.  re- 
tting to  the  use  of  horse  hides  in  ma- 
king boots  and  shoes,  and  preventing  the 
damaging  of  raw  hides  and  skins  in  the 
flaying  thereof,  and  to  alter  and  amend 
the  same,  as  to  the  cities  of  Londou  and 
Westminster,  and  borough  of  Southwark 
aud  liberties  thereof,  and  all  places  within 
15  miles  of  the  Royal  Exchange ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  and  other  Butchers  residing 
within  the  limits  of  the  said  act  have  sus- 
tained very  considerable  loss  by  the  opera- 
tion thereof ;  and  that  the  petitioners  con- 
ceive the  intentions  of  the  said  act  might 
be  more  easily  and  effectually  carried  into 
execution,  if  the  said  act  was  repealed,  and 
the  necessary  powers  and  provisions,  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  limits  therein  men- 
tioned, comprised  in  one  act :  and  there- 
3 


fore  praying,  that  leave  may  be  git! 
bring  in  a  bill  for  tha  purposes  aforei 
Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  consj 
tion  of  a  committee. — Lord  Henry, 
presented    the  annual   petitions  frap 
different  Irish  charities ;  which  were  of 
to  lie  on  the  table. — On  the  motion  c 
Whitbread,  the  order  made  on  the  Sj 
Feb.  was  discharged,  and  anew  order 
for  a  return  of  the  volunteer  force  < 
Britain,  cavalry,  infantry,    and   arti 
describing  the  different  state  of  disc 
of  each  corps,  and  specifying  the  nat 
the  returning  officers. — On  the  raotj 
Mr.  Harrison,  it  was  ordered  that  i 
count  be  laid  before  the  house,  of  all 
imported  into  Great  Britain  for  the  k 
years,  distinguishing  the  kinds  and  i 
fy ing  the  countries  from  whence  rep 
— Lord  Castlereagh  moved  for  the  abi 
of  the  men  raised  by  the  Additional 
bill ;  and  lord  Henry  Petty  moved 
account  of  the  penalties  incurred 
the  said  act. — Mr.  Hobhouse  presei 
petition  of  the  several  creditors  of  U 
Nabobs  of  Arcot,  and  parties  to  the  a 
of  agreement  hereinafter  mentioned 
ting  forth,  that  by  certain  articles  of 
ment,  bearing  date  the  10th  of  July 
made  between  the  East-India  company 
one  part,  and  the  creditors  of  the  latei 
of  Arcot,  of  the  other  part,  a  certain  I 
provided  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  d 
the  creditors  of  the  said  nabobs,  and 
vestigating  the  claims,  and  ascertain^ 
amount  thereof,  by  certain  commiss 
named  in  the  said  articles  of  agree 
and   that  all  the  objects  of  the  par 
the  said  articles  of  agreement,  as  1 
expressed,  cannot  be  effectuated  * 
the  assistance  of  parliament :  and  thi 
praying,  that  leave  may  be  given  to 
in  a  bill  for  effectually  carrying  tt 
articles  of  agreement  into  executi 
that  they  may  have  such  relief  as  the 
shall  think  proper."     Ordered  to 
ferred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com 
[Impeachment  of  Loan  Mklyj 
Additional  Article.]     Mr.  IVhitbrcad 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  house 
into  consideration  the  report  fromtb 
m  it  tee   appointed   to  draw  up  arti 
Impeachment  against  lord   MelviR 
then  said  that  he  was  unwilling  to  t 
the  time  of  the  house,  by  entering 
at  length  into  the  details  of  the 
which  were  already  before  them ;  a 
deed,  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  dc 
he  trusted,  that  the  house,  from  wl 
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n  subraitted  (o  them,  would  find  no 
:ultv  in  sanctuming  the  new  article  01 
unpsacbment  which  tic  w*s  empowered  ly 
tbf  conimillre  tu  }>ri-po*r.  But  notwilh- 
Aaniliug  ill*"  iltjnip."  and  accuracy  of  the 
rrpjti,  which  had  been  drawn  up  by  an 
kirn,  and  trained  friend,  now  in  tile  house-, 
(Mr.  GnV».)  it  might  not  be  improper  to 
hv  a  few  words  as  to  its  substance,  and 
the  form  in  which  the  committee  bad 
brought  it  before  tlie  house.  They  bad 
thought  that  the  new  information  which 
it  cult T knicd  was  to  important,  that  it  could 
not  with  propriety  be  withheld  from  the 
house  and  from  the  country.  The  grounds 
pi  ETnKDtttiofi  appeared  so  new  and  mate- 
nil,  as  to  i- ill  for  the  addition  of  another 
article  of  impeachment.  It  now  appeared 
that  not  only  the  sum  of  10.000/.  had  been 
■unapplied  by  lord  Melville,  as  admitted 
by  his  own  confession,  but  that  he  had  pos- 
tered himself,  at  an  early  period,  of  verv 
considerable  nuns,  to  the  gross  amount  of 
about  27,000/.  This  money  had  not  been 
applied  to  the  public  service,  hut  for  his 
•wn  private  purposes,  and  for  the  accom- 
nndation  of  certain  traders  with  whom  be 
connected.  When  he  retired  from  the 
ofTiciLsurer  of  the  Naw.he  went  out 
debtor  to  the  public;  he  remained  a  dtbt- 
i«tne  short  period  of  his   retire 


:   wher 


"ben  he  proposed  the  very  bill  for  prevent- 
ing the  misapplication  of  the  public  money, 
he  was  a  debtor  10  the  public,  and  lie  con- 
tained afterwards  to  violate  the  very  law 
winch  lie  himself  had  procured.  Such 
■ere  the  facts  which  the  report  hud  disclo- 
fcld.  They  might,  indeed,  have  been 
brought  forward  bv  the  committee,  to  sub- 
»t*atiate  the  lirsl  article  of  impeachment ; 
but  thev  considered  thai,  by  being  mixed 
%ith  other  nutter,  they  were  in  danger  of 
being  confounded  or  overlooked,  and  that, 
by  being  used  in  support  of  a  new  article, 
the  evidence  would  be  more  direct  and  sa- 
tjtfactorv.  Besides,  it  midit  seem  unfair  to 
Hie  person  accused,  were  charges  not  under 
the  consideriition  of  the  bouse,  at  the  time 
when  the  articles  were  first  proposed, addu- 
ced in  support  of  any  of  those  articles.  A  right 
ken. gent,  (the  Speaker)  « ho  was  intimately 
wrssnt  in  the  forms  and  usages  of  that 
■CUSe,  had,  indeed,  informed  him,  that 
there  was  no  precedent  for  bringing  fresh 
articles  of  impeachment,  after  an  answer 
had  been  delivered  in  by  the  person  ac- 
cused.    But  though,  the  committee  were 


not  supported  by  precedent,  vet  they  wen 
justified  by  reason  and  expedience,  Were, 
the  enteral  answer  of  the  delinquent  14 
preclude  exery  future  chHrgr,  this  would 
directly  lend  to  prevent  investigation,  and 
fruvfJite  the  ends  ol"  public  juMice.  The 
committee  were  nut  tbugeaUt  with  any 
want  of  diligence  in  the  performance  of 
tb»-ir  duly.  During  the  last  session,  they 
had  **i  every  day,  from  the  period  of  their 
appointment,  till  the  prorogation  of  |«r- 
I  lament;  only  t»o  days  be  tore  which,  the 
papers,  on  which  tins  new  article  was 
founded,  came  into  their  possession.  The 
boo.  gent,  added,  that  he  did  not  expect 
any  opposition  would  be  made  to  his  mo- 
ron ;  and  concluded  with  saying,  that, 
whenever  lord  Melville  should  have  given 
in  his  answer  to  this  additional  article,  the 
managers  were  ready  to  go  to  trial  on  the 
earliest  day  that  their  lordships  might  thiuk 
proper  to  appoint,  lie  therefore  moved, 
"  that  the  committee  which  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  articles  oi  impeachment  against 
Henry  lord  vise.  Melville,  do  prepare  a 
new  article  of  impeach  me  nt  on  the  matter 
contained  in  their  last  report,  and  report 
the  same  to  the  house.''  Ordered. — After 
the  lapse  of  a  few  minutes, 

Mr.  il'hitbrtad  brought  up  a  report,  which 

"  The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up 
"  articles  of  ini]T\ichnient  against  Henry 
"  lord  vise.  Melville,  and  who  were  ordered 
"  to  prepare  a  further  Article,  have,  pursu- 
"  ant  to  the  order  ol"  the  house,  prepared 
•'  a  further  article  against  the  said  lord 
"  viscount  Melville;  which  is  as  followeth  [ 

"  Article  X. — That  Henry  lord  vise, 
"  Melville,  alter  his  inaj.  had  by  letters 
"  patent  bearing  dale  the  ljjthof  Aug.  If  87, 
"  given  and  granted  unto  him  the  office  of 
"  treasurer  of  his  m.ij.'s  navy,  did,  on  divers 
"  days  and  times  between  that  day  and  the 
"  5th  of  Jan.  17S4,  and  also  on  divers  days 
"  and  times  between  the  said  5th  of  Jan. 
"  17S4,  and  the  1st  of  Jan.  (786,  take 
"  and  receive,  from  and  out  of  the  monies 
"  from  time  to  lime  issued  or  paid  to  him, 
"  as  treasurer  or  as  ex-treasurer  of  his 
"  iii.ij.'siiavy,  from  Ins  niaj.'s  exchequer,  or 
"  soma  other  sources,  for  naval  services, 
"  divers  large  sums  of  money,  amounting 
•'  together  to  a  large  sum,  to  wit  £7,000/. 
•'  or  thereabouts;  and  did  fraudulently  and 
"  illegally  convert  and  apply  the  same  to 
"  his  own  u-e,  or  to  so. .a  other  corrupt 
and  illegal  purposes,  a..d  to  other  pur- 
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tl  poses  than  those  of  the  public  naval  ser- 
"  vices  of  this  kingdom,  to  which  alone 
*4  the  same  was  lawfully  applicable;  and 
**  did  continue  the  said  fraudulent  and  ille- 
"  gal  conversion  and  application  of  divers 
"  of  the  said  sums  of  money,  after  the  pas- 
•*  sing  of  the  act  of  parliament  for  the  bet- 
"  ter  regulating  the  office  of  treasurer  of  his 
"  inaj.'s  navy." 

Mr.  Whitbread  then  moved,  that  this  ar- 
ticle be  taken  into  further  consideration  on 
Monday. 

Mr.  Perceval  felt  himself  unable,  at  the 
moment,  to  makeup  his  mind  as  to  the  strict 
legality  of  this  measure.  He  gave  the 
committee  the  greatest  credit  for  their  ex- 
ertions, but  it  had  occurred  to  him,  and  he 
thought  it  might  be  useful  to  suggest  to 
the  committee,  that  even'  were  the  house 
to  vote  this  additional  article  of  impeach- 
ment, certainly  contrary  to  precedent,  and 
probably  objectionable  in  some  other  re- 
spects, it  might  meet  with  considerable 
obstruction  and  opposition  in  another  place. 

Mr.  Whitbread  allowed,  that  the  lords 
might  possibly  object  to  this  article,  as  not 
having  received  it  before  the  defendant  had 
put  in  his'reply  to  the  former  articles.  But 
undoubtedly,  if  the  lords  should  be  of  opi. 
nion  that  a  fresh  article  of  impeachment 
could  not  be  exhibited,  and  should  refuse 
to  receive  it,  it  certainly  was  competent  to 
the  house,  on  the  discovery  of  fresh  crimes, 
to  prefer  an  altogether  fresh  impeachment. 
Not  only  the  r.eason  of  the  thing,  but  mo- 
tives of  convenience  to  both  houses,  would, 
he  trusted,  induce  their  lordships  to  adopt 
a  different  determination. — The  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

[Army  Estimates.]  On  the  motion  of  the 
Secretary  at  War,  the  house  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  on  the  Army  Estimates. 

General  Tarleton  said,  he  understood, 
that  the  estimates  now  on  the  table  were 
merely  a  continuation  of  those  laid  before 
the  house  by  the  former  ministers.  He 
thought  it  extraordinary  that  the  new  mi- 
nisters had  not  yet  brought  forward  their 
own  plans  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
jjarticularly  as  the  declarations  of  a  right 
hon,  gent,  (Mr.  Windham),  on  the  Defence 
Act,  and  the  volunteer  system,  must  ope- 
rate unfavourably  on  each  of  them,  and  thus 
tend  to  diminish  our  effective  force,  while  no- 
thing else  was  substituted  in  their  place.  Af- 
ter all  the  activity  which  that  right  hon.  gent, 
had  displayed  in  his  speeches,  and  all  the 
plans  which  he  had  given  grounds  to  ex- 
pect, nothing  had  yet  been  produced. 


Mr.  Windham  replied,  that  ; 
and  decision  advised  by  the  I 
might  be  proper  in  the  field,  bt 
cabinet.  All  delay  must  be  vi 
lative  to  the  object  to  be  ac 
Considerable  alterations  in*  i 
complicated  departments  of  thi 
vice,  required  deliberation  proj 
their  magnitude  and  important 
jected  to  gentlemen  calling  fo: 
him,  as  the  frequenters  of  the 
led  for  an  entertainment.  He 
disposed  to  indulge  them,  and 
tience  should  never  provoke 
any  thing  before  the  bouse  thi 
himself  immature* 

Mr.  Canning  Contended  that 
not  been  done  to  the  Defence 
in  the  session  a  notice  had  bee 
motion  for  its  repeal ;  and  a  mi 
could  only  be  carried  into  eff< 
exertions,  was  paralysed  by  thi 
repeal. 

The  Secretay  at  War  repeat* 
vation  which  he  made  on  pi 
army  estimates,  and  concluded 
the  following  resolutions,  whicl 
to  :  1.  "  That  the  number  of 
fective  men  be  granted  for  tl 
his  majesty,  from  the  25th  of . 
24th  of  May  inclusive  :  2-  Tl 
be  granted  to  his  majesty,  foi 
garrisons  for  that  period :  3.T 
be  granted  to  his  majesty  foi 
risons  for  the  same  period.*  • 
having  been  resumed,  the  repc 
ed  to  be  received  on  Monday 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS 

Monday,  March  It 
[Minutes.]  Mr.  Whitbrei 
nied  by  several  members  of  t 
presented  at  the  bar,  in  the 
commons  of  the  united  kingc 
ther  article  of  impeachment 
Melville.  The  article  was 
table ;  after  which  lord  Auc 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  ex 
pointed  to  search  for  prece 
proceedings  of  that  house  oi 
peachment.— Ordered . 

(Insolvent  Debtors.]  I 
on  presenting  a  petition  from 
ors  confined  in  the  King's  Be 
relief,  addressed  a  few  obser 
house,  on  the  subject  of  Insol 
and  the  practice  of  imprison] 
ors.  He  observed,  that  thi 
ject,  to  which  the  petition  b 
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Dour  to  present,  partially  referred,  was  one 
thiil  deserved  the  most  serious  attention  of 
the  legislature,  as  well,  with  respect  to 
views  <il' jiulict  and  policy,  as  in  reference 
to  the  obvious  humanity  of  the  ciiae.  The 
existing  laws,  in  these  respects,  called  for 
rrvisal  ;  and  were  capable  of  much  amelio- 
ration: be  wished  some  general  legislative 
regulations  were  made,  with  respect  10 
the  subject.  lie  could  not  expect,  that 
•  noble  friend  of  bis  (lord  Moira),who  had 
more  than  once  come  forward  on  the  sub- 
>roi,  and  who  was,  iu  every  point  of  view, 
so  capable  of  doing  it  justice,  under  the 
present  multiplicity  of  his  very  important 
professional  avocations,  would  be  able  to 
give  the  general  subject  that  degree  of  at- 
tention which  its  various  and  important 
nature  evideutly  demanded.  However,  be 
teemed  to  think  a  temporary  regulating 
bill,  such  as  had  obtained  in  former  years, 
and  which,  of  course,  would  not  occupy 
that  share  of  time,  or  degree  of  attention, 
ahicfa  a  more  comprehensive  and  enlarged 
regulation  of  the  law,  necessarily  would 
require,  might  be  brought  forward,  during 
Ibe  present  session  and  be  productive  of 
beneficial  consequences.  The  noble  lord 
then  presented  the  petition,  the  title  of 
•fetch  was  read  by  the  clerk. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  rose,  and  alluded  to 
tome  forcible  objections  winch  had  been 
•nterlamed  to  partial  Insolvent  bills  J  but, 
notwithstanding  these  objections,  his  feel- 
ings and  opinions  upon  the  subject  were 
sueb,  that  he  should  be  inclined  to  coun- 
tenance a  temporary  Insolvent  Debtors' 
bill,  were  such  a  measure  brought  before 
the  house  ;  but  circumstanced  as  he  theu 
was.  he  could  not  undertake  to  bring  for- 
ward such  a  bill  himself.  On  the  general 
•ubject,  he  bad  not  in  the  least  altered  his 
;  but  his 

Uoce,  and  mostly  of  such  a  nature,  as  to 
admit  of  no  postponement,  that  he  saw  no 
chance  of  his  being  able  to  give  a  measure 
•I  the  kind  that  degree  of  attention  it  evi- 
dently required,  Neither  did  he  think  the 
nme  and  arrangements  of  the  bouse  would 
allow  it,  in  the  course  of  the  present  ses- 
,  sufficiently  to  investigate  and  apply 
adequate  legislative  provisions,  with  re- 
)  the  general  subject.  There  were 
two  important  trials  pending,  which  would 
:upy  all  the  time  the  house  could  spare 
faun  its  ordinary  legislative  business;   un- 

I   tkink    the   general    tubject   could    nut    be 


brought  forward  with  effect  this  scisio 
Besides,  it  was  not  only  of  a  very  htipp 
taut,  hot  of  a  vaVious  and  comprehend 
nature;  and  the  investigation  should  pn 
teed  step  by  step,  as  the  best  means  of  c 
fording  a  prospect  of  a  satisfactory  issuo 
but,  be  repeated,  that  with  respect  to  hin 
self,  lie  did  not  feel  authorized,  under  tl 
circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed,  1 
bring  forward  a  measure  of  the  kind  ;  hi 
that  were  such  a  bill  as  he  alluded  to,  I 
tome  before  the  house,  it  certainly  sboul 
have  his  couutenanee. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  unde 
his  circumstances  also,  he  did  not  cotiside 
liimselt  as  duly  prepared  to  bring  such 
bill  before  their  lordships;  but,  as  his  no 
b!e  friend  who  bad  last  spoken  stated,  hi 
should  (;ive  every  attention  in  his  power  ti 
a  bill  of  the  kind,  if  brought  forward.  Hi 
agreed  with  his  noble  friends  in  what  (he; 
said  relative  to  the  general  subject.  H( 
had,  in  the  course  of  his  long  professiona. 
experience*  seen  many  instances  of  indi. 
viduals  deprived  of  their  liberties  through 
misfortune,  and  had  frequent  occasion  to 
lament  the  unhappy  consequences  in  that 
point  of  view,  of  the  operation  of  the  pre- 
sent laws.  After  a  few  further  remarks  on 
this  part  of  the  subject,  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  said,  if  such  a  bill  as  that  ad- 
verted to  by  his  noble  friend,  should  be 
brought  forward,  he  would  contribute  his 
assistance  in  forwarding  the  measure,  to- 
wards the  relief  of  the  unhappy  objects  of 
it. — The  petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 


Mtindti'i,  March  10. 
[Minutls.]  Mr.  Johnson,  from  the 
office  of  the  chief  secretary  of  Ireland,  pre- 
sented at  the  bar,  an  .account  of  the  ordi- 
nary revenue  of  Ireland,  pursuant  to  an 
order  of  the  house. — Mr.  Calcraft  presented 
the  ordnance  estimates,  and  gave  notice 
that  although  it  was  earlier  than  the  usual 
practice,  yet  as  he  apprehended  no  objec- 
tion would  be  made  to  his  proposition,  and 
as  it  would  be  attended  with  much  conve- 
nience, he  would  move  them  in  the  com- 
mittee of  supply  on  Friday. — On  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.Whilbread,  the  order  of  the  day 
for  taking  into  further  consideration  the 
report  oj  the  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
pare another  article  ul  impeachment  :12a ins l 
lord  Melville,  was  read,  lie  then  moved, 
that  the  said  article  be  one  other  of  Ih* 
articles  of  impeachment  ajjaiiisl  Lid  via* 
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count  Melville.  0rdered.-«-0n  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Witbread,  it  was  also  ordered,  that  a 
clause  be  prepared,  saving  liberty  to  tbe 
commons  to  prefer  any  other  articles  of 
impeachment  against  lord  viscountMelville, 
and  that  he  be  put  to  answer  the  same ; 
and  that  the  committee  appointed  to  draw 
qp  the  articles  of  impeachment,  be  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  the  said  clause.  The 
hon.  gent,  immediately  brought  up  a  re- 
port from  the  committee,  containing  the 
atx>ve  clause,  which  was  read,  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  with  the  ar- 
ticle of  impeachment. 

[Election  Treating  Act.]  Mr.  TJer- 
ney,  pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had  formerly 
given,  rose  to  bring  forward  his  motion  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  ren- 
der more  effectual,  an  act  made  in  the  7th 
and  8th  of  William  III.  chap.  4,  for  pre- 
venting charge  and  expence  in  elections  of 
members  to  serve  iu  parliament.     Every 
gentleman  with  whom  he  had  conversed  on 
the  subject,  agreed  with  him  on  the  neces- 
sity of  some  measure  for  giving  effect  to 
an  act  of  parliament,  which  had  been  found 
by  uniform  experience,  to  fall  in  most  cases 
greatly  short  of  the  object  it  avowed  ;  but 
many  were  of  opinion  the  attempt  would 
be  attended  with  difficulties  scarcely  sur- 
mountable.    It  was  by  no  means  his  inten- 
tion to  give  to  that  act  any  new  construc- 
tion,  to   the  exclusion  of  any  particular 
class  or  description  of  voters,  or  to  pervert 
its.  meaning  from  the  object  it  fairly  avow- 
ed;   but  merely  to  remove   the    doubts 
which  had  arisen  upon  its  construction  in 
the  minds  of  committees  appointed  to  try 
the  merits  of  elections,  and  to  give  it  some 
certain  and  defined  construction  ;  and  the 
construction  which  he  should  propose,  was 
precisely  that  which  had  always  struck  his 
own  mind  on  the  subject.     The  object  of 
the  act  in  question,  was  to  exempt  candi- 
dates from  the  enormous  demands  to  which 
they  were  made  liable,  under  the  head  of 
charges  for  the  conveyance  and  travelling 
expence?  of  voters  not  resident  at  the  place 
of  election,  and  to  prevent  the  system  of 
bribery  and  corruption  which,  under  the 
pretence  of  such   charges,  might  be  and 
actually   were  carried  on.     The  evils  in 
those  cases  could  not  arise  iu  places  where 
the  voters  were  all  residents  of  the  town  or 
vicinage,   but  where  persons  claiming  a 
right  to  vote  at  such  elections  resided  at  a 
distance,  often  at  the  extremity  of  a  coun- 
ty, which  constantly  gave  rise  to  scenes  of 
confusion  and  enormous  exuepce ;  for,  in 
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log  his  lots  of  time,  the  charge  alto^e- 

■  IU  not  considered  to  be  ol  that  exor- 
bitant kind,  that  could  justify  a  charge  of 
corruption  or  bribery,  mid  therefore  the 
decision  was  in  favour  of  the  defendant. 
Notwithstanding,  however,  the  decision  ol 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench  in  that  case, 
every  man  must  feel  the  excessive  hardship 
imposed  upon  a  candidate  who  stood  the, 
election  for  any  place  situated  as  Taunton 
was.  If  he  were  to  be  put  to  the  expeuce 
of  30  or  *0/.  for  the  conveyance  of  any 
•oter  frotn  the  most  distant  part  of  the 
country,  merely  because  that  voter  those, 
fof  his  own  interest  or  convenience,  to  re- 
side out  of  the  town  where  he  claimed  such 
vote,  and  in  tuint  other  town  at  a  distance 
»bere  his  mere  residence  gave  him  the 
fight  of  another  vote,  as  was  precisely  the 
case  here,  the  expencea  to  which  a  candi- 
date might  be  put  in  such  cases  for  the  con- 
veyance of  electors,  to  gratify  their  own 
*i»bes,  and  exercise  their  own  privileges, 
for  their  own  jdvantage,  were  as  inealeula- 

i»  (hey  were  unjust,  and  ought  not  to  fall 

on  the  representative  ;  lor  it  was  not  me.re- 

!     Ij  the  actual  expeuces  incurred,  which  they 

I    would    have  to  pay,  but  the   extravagant 

profusion  too  often  indulged  by  such  elec- 

"  *»  as  these,   when  they  felt  themselves 

travelling    not  at  their  own  charge,   but  at 

that   of  a  candidate,    whom    they  suppose 

well  able  to  pay.     With  respect  to  county 

elections,    the  case  was   certainly  different 

in  relation  to  the  elector ;  hecanse,  voting 

from  freeholds,  often  in  remote  parts  of  the 

country,    upon    which    they    resided, 

tauilv  it  would  be  hard   for  them  to  travel 

at  their  own  expeuce  to  a  county   election 

vole  for  any  candidate;  and  though 
there    might  be  no  strong  objection    for   a 

sonable  allowance  to  the  voter  for  con- 
veyance, yet  still  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult  to  draw  the  line  of  strict  propriety 
jna!icases,soas  to  guard  agaiusUlie  abuse; 
inch  a  system  admitted  of:  but  upon  thi 
candidate  the  hardship  must  be  still  greatci 
than  ia  the  other  case  ;  because  the  ex> 
pen  re  b  must  be  incalculably  more  enor 
mous.  No  man  of  moderate  fortune,  how- 
ever respectable  his  talents  and  character 
could  pretend  to  stand  the  contest  for  i 
county  against  a  wealthy  rival.  It  would 
be  in  vain  that  the  law  required  as  a  qua- 
lification for  representing  a  county  tiOUl.  a 
yew  lauded  estate,  or3(X>/.  for  a  burough  ; 
rjoce  no  man,  under  the  liability  to  sue) 
mtem  of  expence,  could  venture  to  set 
fcr  a  county,  who  was  not  prepared 
I    vpeud  in  the  pursuit  more  than  the  fee  si 


pie  of  his  qualification  ;  nay,  without  bein 
prepared  to  squander  from  ten,  to  twent; 
thirty,  or  even  fofty  thousand  pounds  i 
'e  eonlest.  The  Strong  point  therefor 
which  he  particularly  objected,  was  th 
treme  hardship  imposed  upon  the  candi 
ite,  in  being  left  open  to  the  claims  of  th 
voter  for  his  conveyance  and  traveling 
charges  from  one  extremity  of  a  county  ti 
the  other,  to  exercise  his  own  privilege,  am 
for  his  own  advantage,  It  was  for  this  k 
wished  a  remedy;  and  so  it  was  an  effec- 
tual one,  he  should  not  be  very  fa.tidiou 
us  to  the  form.  A  plan  had  been  hereto, 
fore  proposed,  for  preventing  the  confu 
siou  and  expeuce  attendant  on  counti 
elections,  by  enabling  the  elector*  to  «iv< 
their  votes  within  their  respective  districts 
lie  should  have  no  objection  even  to  sucb 
irtangeuieut ;  but,  from  (he  principle  a voW' 
id  in  the  very  preamble  of  the  act  to  wbicfc 
he  alluded,  he  held  it  to  be  the  clear  and 
obvious  construction  of  that  act,  that  the 
candidate,  in  all  events,  should  not  be 
charged  with  the  expences  of  conveying 
electors  to  gratify  their  own  wishes,  and 
for  their  own  advantage,  to  exercise  tbeii 
privileges.  And  whether  the  expeuce  was 
to  be  defrayed  by  a  county-rate  (though  he 
was  not  quite  agreed  as  to  that),  or  what 
other  mode  should  seem  more  eligible, 
the  candidate  should  certainly  be  exempt. 
The  act  of  king  William  contained  no  dis- 
tinction lietween  residents  and  non-resi- 
dents. It  was  an  act  not  hastily  intro- 
duced, but  one  that  had  been,  at  a  prior 
period,  under  the  consideration  of  parlia- 
ment. The  right  hon.  gent,  here  read  thd 
preamble  of  the  act,  winch  stated,  that  it 
was  to  remedy  the  great  grievance  ol  ex- 
pensive elections,  itc.  Such  being  the 
case,  it  was  obvious  that  the  intention  of 
the  franievs  was  not  to  contine  lis  opera- 
tion to  the  places  of  which  the  resident! 
alone  were  electors,  more  especially  as  the 
proportion  of  these  to  those  where  non-re- 
sidents had  the  "right  of  voting,  was  only  as 
one  to  four.  Three-fourths,  therefore,  of 
'he  kingdom  were  totally  out  of  the  bene- 
ficial influence  of  the  act.  He  had  never 
heard  it  contended  by  legal  men,  that 
the  law  did  authorize  an  allowance  to  I 
non-resident  voter  for  loss  of  time,  &c,  ; 
the  oulv  ground  on  which  such  allowance 
had  been  defended  was  convenience.  It 
might  be  thought  that  the  operation  of  tbs 
lull,  which  it    was  his  wish    to  bring  in, 

I  would  be  to  disfranchise  three-fourths  of 
the  voters  in  the  khigdnm.  If  he  were  of 
that  opiuioii.'hc  would  be  the  last  man  t« 
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propose  it.  He  would  either  not  pro- 
pose it  at  all,  or  he  would  propose  an 
adequate  compensation  to  those  who 
would  be  aggrieved.  It  had  once  occurred 
to  him  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  giving 
to  a  non-resident  the  power  of  voting  in 
the  place  in  which  he  resided,  instead  of 
that  for  which  he  was  originally  qualified, 
but,  on  consideration,  he  fouud  that  such 
a  man  sustained  no  hardship  by  not  voting. 
He  would  vote,  if  he  did  vote,  to  please 
himself.  In  parliamentary  language,  the 
elected  bears  the  burthen ;  the  elector  casts 
the  burden.  Adverting  to  one  of  the  cases 
which  he  had  mentioned,  that  of  the  fidler^ 
who  went  from  Durham  to  Taunton  to 
vote,  what  was  it  first  induced  him  to  go 
from  Taunton  to  Durham  ?•  Interest. — 
Had  he  been  desirous  to  retain  his  power 
of  voting,  he  should  have  remained  at 
Taunton,  where  he  possessed  that  power. 
Besides,  by  his  residence  at  Durham,  he 
bad  acquired  a  right  of  voting  there,  and 
he  then  came  forward  and  claimed  a  vote 
likewise  for  Taunton.  What  hardship  was 
there  in  saying,  "  We  do  not  take  your 
vote  away  ;  if  it  be  an  inconvenience  to 
you,  it  is  an  inconvenience  of  your  own 
making."  Should  the  house,  however, 
think  it  right  that  this  inconvenience  which 
a  man  brought  upon  himself  shohld  be  re- 
medied at  the  expence  of  the  candidate, 
then  he  allowed  there  would  be  an  end  to 
his  bill.  It  might  be  objected,  that  such 
a  construction  would  go  to  disfranchise 
the  4-0$.  freeholders.  But  though  that  was 
by  no  means  his  wish,  nor  should  he  be 
inclined  to  vote  for  such  a  proposition  if  it 
was. brought  forward;  yet  he  begged  it 
might  be  recollected,  that  if  the  original 
institution  of  40*.  freeholders  were  con- 
sidered, and  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  took  place,  the  original  spirit  of 
that  measure  would  be  found  in  no  de- 
gree infringed  by  increasing  the  qualifi- 
cation to  a  much  higher  sum,  aud  thereby 
removing,  in  a  very  great  degree,  the  evil 
of  which  he  now  complained  ;  for  if  the 
comparative  value  of  money,  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  VI.  and  at  this  day  were  duly 
considered,  it  would  be  found  the  depre- 
ciation was  as  15  to  1,  and  consequently 
that  a  qualification  of  30/.  a  year,  at  this 
day,  was  no  more  than  adequate  to  one  of 
40s.  in  the  former.  Where  then  would  be 
the  hardship,  if  a  man  possessed  of  a  free- 
hold property  of  301.  per  annum,  were  call- 
ed on  once  in  seven  years,  to  go  at  his  own 
charge  to  give  his  vote  at  his  county  elec- 
tion?   The  etfect  of  the  present  system, 


under  which  the  number  of  40i 
had  been  so  very  greatly  inc 
very  considerably  to  decrease 
of  candidates  for  elections,  l 
of  the  enormous  expences  to 
by  election  contests ;  whereas 
of  qualification,  by  confining 
franchise  to  that  description 
whom  it  was  originally  design 
ercised,  would  open  a  wide  d 
mitting  to  that  house  an  ord« 
very  much  wished  to  see  there ; 
men   in  which   England   moi 
country  of  Europe  abounde 
men   of  moderate   fortune, 
principles,    liberal   education, 
understanding ;  who  well   un< 
constitution,  and  the  true  inte 
country  and  were  firmly  atta 
maintenance  of  the  one,  and  tl 
of  the  other.  It  had  been  suggt 
.enlemen,  that  it  would  be  advi 
blish  a  county-rate,  for  the  pu 
ing  the  expenses  of  those  electo 
ded  at  a  distance  from  the  plao 
To  this  he  certainly  had  noobjec 
be  could  not  see  on  what  p 
non-residents  were  entitled  to 
counties  taking  the  poll  at  se 
might  in  some  degree  obviate 
nience  complained  of.     At  j 
was  only  the  alternative  of  a  si 
promise  between  the  contend! 
a  scene  of  dreadful  riot  and 
at  the  place  of  contest.  An  ob 
be  urged,  that  the  law  might 
candidate,  and  that  no  man  i 
in  his  election,  if  he  had  gn 
wine  to  an  elector.     But  had 
petition  to  this  effect  from  a  pli 
voters  were  resident,  and  whej 
ly  the  operation  of  the  act  of 
had  extended  ?  There  was  a 
objection  which  might  be  mi 
be  said,  that  a  strict  adheres 
ter  of  the  law  would  destroy 
hospitality.     In  his  concept 
it  would  promote  it ;  for  the 
tleman  would  not  be  deterred 
genuine  old  English  hospitali 
cessity  that  was  now  impose 
providing  for  the  extravagant 
contested  election.    It  might 
that  voters  would  become  iro 
their  representatives,  and  th 
tations  of  popular  spirit  wo 
sed.  To  this  he  could  give  a 
In  his  own  election  for  the  boi 
wark  there  was,  though  no  ri 
as  strong  a  manifestation  of  j 
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aver.  All  the  difference  that  he  could  per. 
«iv»  was,  that  the  speeches  of  the  candi- 
<J«t«  were  listened  to  by  sober  meo  instead 
of  drunken  one*.  When  the  house  came 
to  the  resolution  that  no  candidate  should 
be  allowed,  lo  spent!  more  than  51.  at  an 
flection,  a  sum  which  was  afterwards  in- 
ceased  to  ten,  was  it  intended  by  them  to 
leave  a  loop  hole  permitting  candidates  to 
expend  10,000/.  at  an  election  ?  Was  this 
practice  in  consonance  with  the  spirit 
the  resolution  which  was  passed  by  the 
bouse,  thanking  the  electors  of  some  i 
ties  for  having  elected  their  members 


1  In  ] 


nittee   I 


ippointed  to  revise  all  the  laws 
elections.  The  report  of  that  committee 
nai  well  worth  the  attention  of  the  house. 
Tliat  report  suggested  the  expediency 
wine  counties  of  malting  compensation  to 
Ibe  freeholders  for  their  expenses,  Sec.  but 
not  the  lea6t  hint  of  throwing  this  burden 
upon  the  candidate.  It  therefore  confirm 
eilhis  opinion,  that  the  candidate  should 
te  exonerated  from  any  such  charges.  H 
I  wished  this  broad  principle  to  be  est; 
I  blished,  that  every  man  must  vote  at  hi 
I  omn  expense,  and  any  particular  cases  that 
I  aright  occur  might  be  left  to  the  considera- 
I  bon  of  committees.  It  would  he  for  them 
"  to  determine  what  amounted  to  a  bribe  and 
«hiit  not.  A  bottle  of  wine  given  by 
candidate  to  his  equal,  could  not  be  com 
dered  as  a  bribe,  but  there  might  be  iustai 
ces  in  which  even  such  a  trilling  gift  wiuild 
influence  a  man  of  a  different  description. 
If  the  bill  which  he  proposed,  should  pass 
into  a  law,  he  firmly  believed  that  all  the 
evil  proceeding  from  popular  elections 
would  lie  done  away.  As  the  law  stood. 
men  of  small  fortunes  were  completely  ex- 
cluded irom  parlititneut.  It  was  a  mere 
I  Dodtery  to  suv,  that  a  man  possessed  of 
600/,  a  year  was  qualified  to  be  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  county.  Perhaps  there  was 
no  county  in  which  among  the  men  of  mo- 
o>rale  property  then;  was  so  much  talent, 
*nd  so  much  integrity,  and  yet  these  men 
•ere  virtually  excluded,  unable  as  they 
■ere  to  undergo  the  expenses  of  an  elec- 
tioneering contest.  The  only  sufferers  by 
tfce  bill  would  be  men  of  no  family,  no  ta- 
lents, no  vinuc,  and  who  depended  for 
their  success  solely  on  the  influence  which 
their   riches   gave   them.     The   right   lion. 

EL  Mr.  Tlerney  concluded  by  moving  for 
re  (o  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and 
lender  more  effectual  an  act  made  in  the 
Ilk  and  8th  of  king  William  11 1,  for  prevent- 


ing charge  and  expence  in  election  of  mem 
bers  to  serve  in  parliament. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fax  allowed  that  he  wa 
one  of  those  who  bad  a  good  will  toward 
the  object  of  the  hon.  gent.'s  motion.  I 
was  necessary  for  him  to  rise  at  this  earlj 
stage  of  the  question  lo  say,  that  he  die 
not  think  so  lightly  of  the  difficulties  tha 
were  in  the  way  of  that  object,  as  the  hon 
gent.  There  might  be  means  discovered  o 
removing  them,  hut  they  were  certainlj 
not  trifling.  With  regard  to  what  had  beet 
said  about  the  40*.  freeholders,  it  shoulc 
be  recollected,  that  their  non-residence  wa! 
no  act  of  their  own.  As  for  comparing 
the  freeholders  to  that  amount  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  with  those  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VI,  be  had  always  been  of  opinion,  that 
this  was  a  point  of  the  constitution  better 
understood  at  the  present  day,  than  in  the 
times  of  the  houses  of  York  mid  Lancas- 
ter. There  was  an  aristocratic  principle  in 
limiting  the  right  of  voting  to  those  who 
possessed  a  certain  value  of  landed  proper- 
ty, which  the  subsequent  depreciation  nl 
money  had  much  reduced  and  meliorated. 
Had  a  bill  been  offered  to  the  house  to  de- 
prive freeholders  under  30/.  a  year  of  their 
elective  franchise,  he  should  have  given  it 
his  most  decided  opposition.  The  hon. 
gent,  himself  had  admitted,  that  this  would 
not  be  expedient.  If  therefore,  it  was  not 
justifiable  directly  to  deprive  them  of  their 
right,  neither  was  it  justifiable  indirectly  lo 
do  so.  The  hon.  gent,  allowed,  that  York- 
shire was  an  instance  in  which,  from  the 
extent  of  the  county,  inconvenience  would 
result  to  many  of  the  minor  freeholders,  if 
a  compensation  for  their  expenses  were 
withheld  from  them.  But  not  Yorkshire 
alone,  Lancaster,  and  several  other  couo- 
mld  be  subject  to  the  same  grie- 
vance. As  to  the  plan  of  taking  the  poll  at 
different  parts  of  the  county,  when  it  wa* 
first  suggested,  lie  felt  repugnant  to  it,  but 
reasoning  of  the  hon.  gent,  rendered 
willing  to  acquiesce  in  it*  At  any 
rate  he  was  desirous,  by  every  means,  to 
lfiuing  the  right  of  voting  at  coun- 
ty elections  to  the  large  freeholders.  Now, 
will)  regard  lo  the  boroughs,  he  must  say, 
the  hon.  gent,  went  too  far  in  saying 
it  was  in  the  option  of  every  voter  to 
remain  a  resident  or  not;  aaid  that  if  it 
convenience,  il  was  one  which  he 
brought  upon  himself.  This  was  much  too 
ally  stated.  At  such  times  as  ihe  pre- 
when  the  exigencies  of  the  country 
called  so  many  men  from  their  homes,  thu 
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r.'*i.      >!■.'.  a    .e*»s  :n    in*  cisc-   ot  a 

."■ *  ..i*u-   I".  *o'*:*i,  .:.*;«••••:.  be  ;he  h«irc» 

»»:  ■■ -vir:  r*  '.n*-  vcrri,  'a:*^:!  a  :»:*n  had 
"">■«*  ■^...*i:*M  *.r  ■.rj4".  i-jrvu;*;,  «t..d  had 
k.**..'.  ..:■  .#■.:*>!  Vj  40  *jj  a-:.it:«i':e  :"ro:u  hi- 
."*.  *.  .  t.i  .  v*  vjine  »o  ';*■:•*  r.*!  r.:s  r»:.g  ano 
'  •  •»••*".  Ti*46  •:  -fsoi.i':  o*r  f.xnir»»-i.«iited. 
fcy  >^i  ..  ••  .'. -.p-.-i  .;  ?.k*  r  ^ht  *o  vote  tor  a 
*%?.:•-#•  .»ir.;«iim-n\     H-   p*rf"ctly  con- 

»-.    r^-.    •.     ii»-  •■    .»•    .•■nrv  '  •  V  »»  Mil,  but  he 

?!.»-/».,    — 1  .*!.:•  j»-« :  -:?ip.  '.:e  ii.hciiltifcs  were 
n*«    it.  .-^fic  **  #  j*  .1::  *%  i.»:»i.  With  respect 
»•#       «*     "iiifiar«    ••••:    'i4>^e   ol  money,    he 

«£,-.«.;  ■«,  ii  .fii-    i-.-i.  %- 11 1.  iilflt  a  qualikca- 

•«mi    »•  'h'j*./    *  **-ir  tv  ii  5i.i.cient  lor  a 

......■;  fiiten.-.t-.: .    If-  **'.i,".lj  think  the  qua- 

!■  «.  *•  •!»  tu-iti  »-t  •  J:-*  ;  :»  J.i-rn  less.  But  it 
« *.  ..-;  •»•:  -•..  .  -.  •»•  *.  wl*»-n  t^e  deprecia- 
tion one  side  01 
u'ln-il  years  ago  thf. 
ii  ■>!••  « ii .»-  fit  moiiev.  from  the 
..  •.  'Mm-,  •i.  *  :.Ji  nut  so  great  as  be- 
aA.-i.  »>i.9  ;!■••♦- .t  ruir  and  the  reign  of 
•:..-.,  \  I.  *  ■«  ■.•-•«  \ery  considerable.  On 
it,  f  •»  yV  *!i»  h  hud  l>ef:(i  argued  by  the 
|».,-.  .»  n>  tiivirf re.  these  qualifications 
*iv.  :<i  i«*  iiK-fl :  hv  was  however,  of  a 
>\mU  ,,  i.f  '^>in:«m.  Thin  matter  should  cer- 
• »  1  y  ■*  >'>»t  *«»  (-lr(ir)y  out  of  doubt,  as  to 
..  '  ,..  <<>ntimir,r<t*  from  anv  hesitation  in 
i..-  i'  f  1*1- >ii<.  The  hon.  gent,  had  said, 
1  . ,  1  H  *  *m'»wUv  d«k((l  his  equal  to  drink 
,-.4  '•!  %v  ■».»•,  rt  could  not  be  deemed  a 
►..,  .  r  ',r*».  t.h«t  rt  iiu^iit  if  offered  to  a  poor 
•>.*'»  H-*  !•■*  I  ttd  -it'll,  that  committees 
*  .   :  .  »,*>  i.N»!   ^.»J^^  of  tl.e?e  and  similar 

14*411/*-*.     liut  were  there  no  inter- 

i..  .  »•«»  »*••*.«  hctwrc-ii  the  gentleman  ot 
I,..  ,.  4n'l  ilif  ]H>or  man  ?  And  would  it 
1.  .  -.•  iti^it  itnttrjoly  to  excite  enquiries 
4..  ..  tv  |.»4»l**>'tiitv  oi  such  or  such  Oman's 

f »».  I...  int-'l  by  h  roiisideration  of  that 

i. .  .in  ■  He  wi*  ilf«:icle<lly  of  opiniou,that 
.*. .  ...).,•  k  t  thowhl  Ih:   settled,  but  it  must 

1 iihiuI  vii iiiully  or  directly  disfranchi- 

......    .n.y   roii^idrr.ible  number  of   voters. 

h  ii.n  i.li|i'it  roiihl  be  accomplished,  the 

I. ,ii  v; hi  hrivr  hi»  hearty  support. 

,\i.  /  fi»fj  rx plained.  All  he  wished 
w... .  »!..,(  ibe  liiw  nliotilcl  be  distinctly  es- 
t»i.i..Knl(    l.tit    in   doing    this,  it  was   his 

,..  1  .Ifiiir  to  prevent  the   possibility  oi 

....,-  •••  .i.a4  lif-in|T  (hsfianchised.  What  the 
..it  lifit.  urnt.  Imd  paid  of  the  hai'ddhips 


►*-/•-*-.:    tw   zt&J.izriy    reprehensible,  j  which  a  soldier  wculrf  : 

'. .  -„  ■*  --.:..  2***1.  '*«n  thai  ev^ry  mar.  1 1  rived  of  his  elective  ararao 
v>"'  *•-  »:^s'i  »or  iv:! -a  mx  sbouid  c^ce-|:rue.  For  this,  and  siouiaB 
:*  -*r.  ..  -i»  >.i»*;::v»5  r'nccr.iae  ?  th.it  ht  q^iate  remedy  mi aht  ae  :ipd 
..'.  .^m  ^t.ar.1^0;.  :..-*  rsgr..»  as  a  treeman  ?  r.oped  that  the  bill  wouicr  n 
M.'.n   .e*»i  :n   tn*  c-isc-  of  a    obscure  or  ambiguous,  hue 

pnr.ciple  shou:i  be  genera 
uamelv,  that  everv  vecersoe 
own  ex oense. 

Mr.  Lee  gave  great  cred 
genr.  for  the  excelieace  oi 
and  for  the  clearness  wiili  w 
plained  it,  but  agreed  w;*Jj 
gent-  under  him  (Mr-  FjxV 
culties  in  the  wnv  were  cocsi 
out  a  great  many  saiesuard 
the  bifl  must  be  the  Giain 
some  thousands  of  electo; 
rendered  impossible  tor  a  a 
cept  by  making  a  journey, 
which  he  could  not  axforc 
much  the  same  thing  as  di 
his  right  altogether. 

Sir  Robert  Buxton  wished 
to  one  statement  that  had 
the  right  hon.  mover.  He 
the  voter  exercised  his  ri| 
pleasure;  now  he  had  at 
that  be  exercised  it  for  the 
public  at  large.— The  que 
put.  and  leave  was  given  to 
[Affairs  of  Isdxa.] 
rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to 
of  two  letters  written  by  loi 
the  court  of  directors  ;  as 
from  sir  George  Barlow,  ] 
the  government  of  India* 
any  personal  animosity  to  tl 
leslev,  or  any  wish  to  bring 
him,  but  he  thought  it  was 
the  house  should  at  length 
non  ;<»  the  mode  in  which 
tor  a  long  time  governec 
members  should  compare 
lord  Ccniuallis  with  that  of 
and  make  up  their  minds 
As  for  his  part,  he  feit  thai 
indebted  to  the  uiurquis  ^ 
much  of  his  system  as  esta 
lit  an*  reputation  and  ascei 
but  he  highly  disapproved 
co  which  that  system  was  1 
ed,  when,  under  pretence  < 
all  the  native  powers  of  In 
to  receive  British  garrisons 
in  greater  subjection  in  thi 
thau  the  kings  of  Whirteml 
ria  are  at  tins  moment  by 
France.     Under  vague  pi 


:  a  mind,  and  views  of  too  great  ambi- 
.     He  hoped  the  house  would  recur  to 
r  former  resolution,  and  that  that  would 
jt  the  future  the  established  system  of 
.an    government.     Under   the    former 
em,  a  noble  lord(Castleieagh)  had  often 
itiated  on  advantages  that  were  to  re- 
from  it,  but  which  promises  were  never 
ized ;  whereas,  on   the  other  side,  it 
eared  that  the  real  situation  of  our  af- 
i   in  India   has   become  so   distressed, 
:  200,000/.  have  been  stopped  from  the 
isure   destined  for   China,  and  50,000/. 
rowed  from  the  government  of  Madras 
help  to  defray  the  arrears  of  pay  to  a 
uber  of  irregular  troops,  which  are  kept 
at  an  ex  pence  of  60,000/.   per  month, 
1  whose   support  is  stated  to  be  much 
re  injurious  to  the  company  than  their 
►tility  in    the  field   could   possibly    be. 
e  hon.  gent,  then  took  a  review  of  the 
ious  treaties  entered  into  by  the  marquis 
sllesley,  with  the  native  powers,  most  of 
ich  he  thought  highly  impolitic.    A  very 
>rt  time  after  the  treaty  with  the  rajah  of 
urtpore,  that  prince  admitted  our  enemies 
o  his  fortresses,   and  the  British  army 
t  above  3000  men  in  vainly  endeavour- 


\  to  take  his  capital.  The  treaty  with 
India  he  equally  disapproved  of.  Some 
putes  had  arisen  about  the  construction 
•ome  of  the  articles  of  that  treaty,  and 
india  immediately  seized  and  imprisoned 
•  British  resident  in  his  dominions,  which 
is  the  occasion  of  the  present  war  in 
j*a.  He  thought  it  was  kill  time  for 
.rhament   to  lav  down  some  fixed  princi- 


tioo  of  the  papers  moved  for,  although  fc 
must  observe,  that  his  hon.  friend  did  ik 
appear  to  him  to  have  stated  any  necessit 
or  parliamentary  ground,  upon  which  the 
ought  to  be  laid  before  the  house.     As  t 
the  hon.  gent.'s  allusion  to  the  propriet 
of  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  his  majesty 
ministers,  relative  to  the  system  of  gorert 
ment  meant  to  be  acted  upon  with  regar 
to  India,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  an 
reason  upon  which  that  demand  could  b 
justified.     No  disposition  was  manifesto 
to  deviate  from  the  course  which  was  noi 
pursuing  respecting  India;  and  until  sucl 
disposition  should  appear,  he  apprehended 
that  it  was  quite  unnecessary  in  minister 
to  make  any  declaration  upon  the  subject 
Indeed,  it  seemed  to  his  mind  that,  accord 
ing  to  practice,  some  resolution  should  bt 
adopted  by  the  house,  expressive  of  its  op! 
nion  and  wish,  before  ministers  were  callec 
upon  to  enter  into  the  question.    The  hon 
gent,  had  alluded  to  the  opinions  formeiij 
delivered  by  him,  relative  to  the  govern- 
ment of  India.    To  these  opinions,  he  could 
assure  his  hon.  friend,  that  he  still  com* 
pletely  adhered .  They  were  declared  above 
1 24  years  ago ;  and  as  far  as  he  had  siucs 


had  opportunity  of  observing  the  affairs  oJ 
India,  to  which,  perhaps,  he  had  not  attend- 
ed as  much  as  other  men  had  done,  or  as 
much  as  he  ought,  he  had  never  seen  or 
heard  of  a  transaction  which  served  to  wea- 
ken the  confidence  he  entertained  in  the  jus- 
tice of  his  original  opinions,  but  which  did 
not  rather  tend  to  their  complete  justitica* 
tion.    However,  an  act  had  pas.  ed  in  conse- 
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ded  over  the  government  of  India,  he  saw 
least  ground  to  question  the  intentions,  or 
to  ask  explanations  as  to  the  views,  of  the 
present,  by  whom  every  disposition  was 
shewn  to  follow  the  course  prescribed  in 
the  resolutions  formerly  adopted  by  the 
house,. and  of  which  the  hon.  mover  pro- 
fessed to  approve.  No  one  could  doubt 
the  propriety  of  entering  into  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  India :  but  the  present 
did  not  appear  to  him 'to  be  the  proper 
time.  When  the  India  budget  shall  be 
brought  before  the  house,  his  hon.  friend 
was  aware,  that  the  statement  to  be  looked 
for  on  that  occasion,  would  naturally  be 
connected  with  the  political  system  of  India, 
and  tbat  then  would  be  the  proper  time  to 
select  for  a  full  discussion  of  that  subject. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  repeated  his  disincli- 
nation to  oppose  the  production  of  those 
papers,  although  no  adequate  reason  was 
assigned  by  the  mover,  although  no  inten- 
tion was  announced,  proposing  an  enquiry, 
or  of  grounding  any  proceeding  upon  them. 
At  the  same  time  he  took  occasion  to  re- 
mark, that  he  could  not  conceive  any  good 
reason  for  the  alarm  and  anxiety  which 
was,  by  his  hon.  friend,  and  by  other  friends, 
for  whom  he  had  a  high  respect,  so  parti- 
cularly stated  to  prevail  with  regard  to 
the  government  of  India.  It  really  ap- 
peared to  him  very  strange,  that  a  much 
greater  degree  of  jealousy  should  seem  to 
apply  to  the  present  board  of  controul,  than 
to  that  which  preceded  it. — Upon  the 
whole,  the  right  hon.  gent,  did  not  feel  the 
propriety  of  calling  upon  ministers  for  any 
distinct  pledge  as  to  the  course  of  policy 
which  they  nieaut  to  follow  with  regard  to 
India.  ■  No  intention  appeared  to  exist, 
either  on  the  part  of  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment, the  board  of  controul,  or  the  court 
of  directors,  to  abandon  the  course  of  which 
ail  sides  of  the  house  expressed  their  ap- 
probation ;  and  therefore  no  pledge  was 
requisite.  If  any  variation  of  circumstances 
should  call  for  a  change  of  system,  an  ex- 
planation would  of  course  become  neces- 
sary. But  in  the  present  instance  he  did 
not  think  that  any  further  explanation  or 
pledge  could  be  fairly  required. 

Mr.  HUcy  Addington  concurred  with 
what  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Fox) :  he  did  not  see  that  any  neces- 
sity had  been  shewn  for  the  production  of 
the  papers  which  had  been  moved,  but  at 
the  same  time  he  saw  no  objection  to  their 
feeing  produced,  especially  as  the  contents 
#f  ihcro  were  already  pretty  public,  and  as. 


the  hon.  mover  had,  in  his  H 
long  extract   from   one  of  *. 
(which,  as  an  East-India  prop 
seen)  he  thought  that  it  woul 
way  to  produce  the  papers,  i 
the  whole  of  the  letters  might 
house  instead  of  a  partial  ext 
a  member  of  the  board  of  c 
considered  those  treaties  on  « 
mover  bad  made  so  many  i 
and  he  viewed  those  trausacti 
different  light.     As  to  that  w 
of  Bhurtpore,  it  would  not  bar 
the  failure  of  the  treaty  upon 
it.    The  failure  was  owing  to 
pled  treachery  and  perfidy  o 
and  not  to  any  improper  con 
Welle sley,  who  concluded  tl 
him.    He  sincerely  gave  th< 
the  greatest  credit,  for  the  i 
had  induced  him  to  bring  foi 
sent  motion,  and  was  sure,  tl 
af  all  dictated  by  any  persons 
marquis  Wellesley.     He  ho; 
also  obtain  credit,  when  he  i 
was  from  public* motives  alou 
averse  to  prejudging  any  pal 
duct  of  lord  Wellesley,  whicl 
day,  would  come  before  the 
larly  for  discussion. 

Mr.  Charles  Grant  allowec 
tem  pursued  by  lord  Wellei 
military  system,  very  splendid 
with  many  advantages.    Bui 
think  that  a  fit  system  for 
India,  the  effect  of  which  hi 
volve  us  in  quarrels  with  i 
princes.     In  order  to  procu: 
blishment  of  the  pacific  syst 
of  directors  had  with  all  I 
promoted  the  return  of  lord 
India.     This  nobleman's  dc 
to  be  lamented,  but  there 
that  his  successor  would  foUo 
He  was  happy  to  bear  this 
have  the  support 'of  his  maj 
ment.     With  respect  to  th 
lord  Wellesley,  the  court  of 
ther  approved  of  them,  noi 
them  till  they  were  carried  i 
thought  tbat  the  name  and  < 
George  Barlow  ought  not  I 
question,  because  he  was  s 
fend  himself. 

Mr.  Huddlestone.—\  rise, 
the  motion,  and  shall  endca 
as  I  can,  to  state  the  views  ii 
it  of  importance,  that  the 
for  should  be  laid  before  th 
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usual  argument  of  danger  to  Hie  public 
interest  from  the  disclosure  of  papers,  i: 
effectually  clone  away  with  respect  to  In 
ihiu  papers  by  those  which  have  been  al- 
ready publisher!,  and  most  especially  by 
the  late  intercepted  loiters  which  have  been 
published,  both  in  France  and  in  th 
try,  in  which  whatever  can  either  inform 
or  irritate  our  implacable  enemy  is  lai 
open  to  his  view.  After  that  complete  d< 
wlopement,  I  apprehend  no  one  will  talk 
of  danger  to  the  public  interests,  from  the 
disclosure  of  any  India  papers;  but,  with 
respect  to  those  now  moved  for,  I  am  of 
opinion  the  disclosure  of  them,  instead  of 
J  producing  mischief,  will  tend  to  correct 
the  mischief  which  the  publication  of  the 
!:!■■  intercepted  letters  was  calculated  to 
produce,  by  destroying  the  hopes  which 
the  enemy  must  have  indulged,  of  our  per- 
severing in  a  system  that  was  leading  us  to 
ruin.  And  here,  sir,  the  production  of 
these  papers  will  be  of  solid  benefit,  by 
shewing  the  true  nature  of  that  system, 
stripped  of  these  ornaments  and  decora* 
twos  which  dazzled  the  eyes,  and,  tor  a 
time,  led  captive  the  understandings  of 
good  and  able  men  in  this  country.  They 
tnll  shew,  upon  an  authority  which 
W  tfMtaee  can  gainsay,  the  real  value  of  that 
V  m  which  so  tremendous  an  expense 
blood  and  treasure  has  been  incurred.  \V 
respect  to  ihe  executive  body  of  the  lit 
companv,    I    have  no    hesitation 


the  fin 


confessing,  that  I  am 
have  been  moved  for, 
member  who  is  oncourii 
of  directors.      It  is  true 


who  lu, 


givt 


'I    these   papers 
d  by  mi    lion, 
nected  with  the  court 
ie  another  hon.  men 
ire  attention  to  lud; 

any  other  person, 
to  the  subject  talents 
ni.ijinitiitli',    has   de- 


IJut  the 

:    (1)0= 


affairs,   perhaps 
and  who  has  br 
proportioned    to   it-;    intuitu 
dared  the   India   directors   f; 
blitine   for  the   existing  evils 
papers  will  shew   that  the   rli 

at  they  could  have  been  it  they  hail  them- 
selves been  the  authors  ai  ihern  ;  and  they 
»dl  give  the  house  the  satisfaction  to  know, 
laat  much  was  done  towards  the  termina- 
tion of  them,  evt'u  in  the  tew  weeks  that 
ford  Cornwall  is  was  spared  alter  bis  arrival 
a  India.  Tfcev  u  ill  en  j  bit  thi-  house  to  ap- 
preciate the  great  services  ri'tidered  by  his 
lordship,  even  in  tb. it  short  period,  and  they 
*|U  shew  how  and  by  whom  tense  services 
■ere  procured.  *l  bese  papers  will  also 
kwettie  effect  of  removing  all  doubt3  as 
tea  lact,  of  which  L  ha-.e  beard,  witlisur- 
Vol.  VI. 


prise,  that  doubts  have  been  expressed  ir 
this  house,  namely — that  the  Mahralta  wai 
has  been  the  great  preponderating  cause  o: 
the  present  derange!'!  st.;teot  the  finances  01 
the  East-India  company.  Not  the  only 
cause,  I  admit :  for,  the  same  system  which 
gave  birth  to  the  war,  gave  birth  to  a  system 
of  finance  and  expenditure  which  would 
nearly  have  absorbed  the  whole  revenue,eveu 
on -a  peace-establishment.  But  when  war 
added  to  the  scale,  it  was  impossible  for 
to  bear  up  under  the  accumu- 
atea  weigni.  These  papers  then,  sir,  will 
<hew  that  the  present  financial  difficulties 
of  the  East-India  company  are  among  the 
:rious  evils  occasioned  by  the  late  system  ; 
system  of  which  I  question  only  the  wis- 
dom, not  the  intention  or  integrity  of  mind 
■Inch  it  was  undertaken.  1  can  also, 
1  as  the  hon.  gent.,  with  the  utmost 
sincerity,  disclaim  any  motives  of  personal 
ill-will  to  lord  Wellesley,  and  whatever 
may  prove  to  have  been  the  object  of  call- 
ing for  a  great  variety  of  India  papers,  I 
concur  entirely  with  the  hon.  mover  of  the 
question,  thai  it  is  extremely  desirable 
that  parliament  should  come  to  some  reso- 
'  at  should  re-establish  the  principle 
usly  adopted  and  declared  by  this 
house  in  the  year  1784.  The  papers  in 
question  will  shew,  that  a  change  of 
system,  in  Iudhi,  is  both  resolved  and  en- 
tered upon  ;  but  the  transactions  of  the 
three  past  years,  and  the  death  of  the  mar- 
quis Cornwallis,  may  make  it  difficult  to 
induce  a  belief  that  the  change  is  sincere, 
or  likely  to  be  permanent;  painful  expe- 
rience has  wrought  the  conviction  here, 
which  reason  and  argument  failed  to  pro- 
duce ; — that  if  India  is  deemed  worth  pre- 
serving, the  system  and  principles  of  that 
great  man  whom  the  whole  Indian  world  is 
now  lamenting,  must  be  followed  up  ;  and 
faithfully  to  adhere  to  bis  policy,  was  the 
only  true  wisdom  ior  governing  India;  and 
its  wisdom  consisted  in  its  simplicity,  in 
its  justice,  moderation,  and  forbearance, 
o  the  strong  and  to  the  weak, 
i  success  and  under  adverse  ior- 
Had  the  marquis  Cormvalhs  re- 
mained in  India,  instead  of  coining  home, 
after  his  first  administration,  the  most  san- 
ine  expectations  oiadvai.t^gi  =  from  India 
iuld  have  been  realized,  and  that  lor 
lich  we  have  contended  at  such  dreadful 
hazard  and  expence,  would  have  been  foi 


s  by  the  affeclio 


if  tin 


pec; 


The  British  government  would  have  Les 
voluntarily  looked   up   to  as   the  universal 
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the  whole  subject  is  that,  vi 
anv  conversation  with  him, 
long  taken  ;  and  whether  he 
the  company  or  not,  of  this  1 
the  most  determined  friend 
pany  could  not  have  offeree 
advice  more  friendly  to  their 
those  which  1  have  heard  t 
unit,  deliver  in  this  house, 
at  ice  on  that  friendly  dispo 
the  K«st-India  company,  tin 
sumed  to  urge  him  to  rene* 
tion,  and  my  apology  must 
tiou  which  1  have,  in  com mc 
the  calamities  which  have  to 
parture  from  the  wise  prin 
was  the  object  of  the  proposil 
And  1  hope  the  bou^e  will  a 
apology  fcr  my  trespassing  s 
patience.  Tew  other  sublet 
come  my  r*h:«.  ur.ee  lo  such 
Mr.  Pjj..7  iie::ie*i  that  the 
treatv  with  tier-- *a  o:  Bkcrt 
ontiresv  so  the  trxicben  of  tl 
rea.'s  aa  exiric;  ircx*  a  jctu 
!es!c\.  wriuea  ia  irr  ~£«:-ii 
which  slxwod  ^£1  r.is  kris 


umpire  tlirm;i/lhiiit  India,  the  dispenser  of 
pcjiro  ami  impf»ines*  through  regions  larger 
than  the  whole  extent  of  Kuropc— -I  am 
»n\ioii«tl)f'nf  sir.  for  it  resolution  that  hhoul.i 
pledge  this  house  in  fa\our  of  the  system 
nnd  principles  of  the  late  marquis  Corn- 
waliis.  ;Mid  bind  all  our  future  ^ovcrumeiit'* 
in  India  to  emuUie  his  example.  And  if 
an  hon.  gent,  below  me  l  Mr. Tr.iuc;s) 
would  permit  me,  1  would  call  upon  him 
to  brim;  forward  such  a  resolution,  or  to 
renew  a  proposal  which  he  brought  lonvard 
last  session,  and  which  was  then  unhappily 
rejected. — I  say  unhappily  rejected,  be- 
cause I  am  persuaded  thai  that  resolution, 
had  it  been  carried,  would  have  proved  of 
great  importance,  by  strengthening  the 
hands  of  lord  Cornwallis,  and  enabling  him 
lo  shew  the  Indian  states,  that  the  princi- 
ples on  which  he  professed  to  act,  were 
not  his  only,  but  those  of  parliament  and 
the  country  at  large.  Sir,  it  was  a  resolu- 
tion directly  in  tiie  spirit  of  that  great  man, 
on  the  re-appointment  of  lord  Corn  wallis  to 
the  government  general,  to  which  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  had  just  given  their  sanc- 
tion. Aud  I  therefore  witnessed,  with  equal 
surprise  and  concern,  the  exertion  of  that)  op::;^ ^  of  kano.  He  taoi  ac 
t  r  an  seen  dan  t  eloquence  which  prevailed  :  po:r.::»e:u  ca  *>.r  O  *£•:**« Bar 
o:i  tae  house  to  reject  it;  how  often  that ;  o:  ;hc  ickno*  J'V.£e«i  ne^css 
t*L-: . -£~:e  was  exerted  for  the  welfare  ci ;  \':\t  1  :■.-:.. tr.  *■»*  i*c 
tie  cvuLirv,  do  one  can  be  more  sensible  •  Mr.SK-.:n  itr*  J^5"f*Du£5Tac 
UitL  1  am;  but,  ia  this  instar.ee,  I  <hii»  ;*  s  ihi  b«utscs.  ijtf-reL'y  &«  *a 
t»tz  ihiiik  it  was  misapplied. — I  reu^ce^tv  c h«.:  hju\  it.  ho.  ttoxl  m 
ir.  ibe  t*:hci  that  his  majesty's  present  mi-  j  ,>?:.  Grau;'..  itoc  ns  tntie 
Lthytrk  iic.ve  not  entangled  themselves  in  \did  m;^  jr  uu  ±r\i\r. wxmsxa 
tb,t  Luoivb  of  the  laie  system,  nor  *oeer«  do-  ;  k-.w,  rnear  lo  nuvu.4'  rn?nw*3 
i.^i  t/»  the  b;>knduur  asc  g'.are  att^chefi  :  *„■..:  o.  f.rv  ntt-amia:  3"*ttai 
v,  .i.  I  h*\t  heard  with  pleasure  the  sen-;  ■.-  InU;..  Tru  tnr.;  wjuw  xh 
Voifr-U  '*kijvered  tbi*  evening,  by  a  ri^ht ;  .tic:  ;  •:  :i»c  h;»n.  ruir^..  Tvwm 
JU'-u-.  ytui.  fMr.  1a,.  I  recoiiett  «ii>.  ht  (•.jagrummr  »  iii^t  resit 
j,U*bwe  U*fc  btuuuit^li  delivered  last  ses-  '  iwi,  tuMor;  tUt  prnss^iw  arm 
new*  by  *  Mgi-i  itfjU.  fc<=:»i.  l'-^w  hich  is  ~ii:>  ft,::;  lormeii.  ir.  orrt^-:  u  an 
Datjebt/t  cowi«Ciifc.  I  is.;*:  £*ac  trjs:  uik: !  voiue.nrt(  o:  nm  inti(ircpnua 
ji^LtiiWL.-  yelA.,  fci*£  2->k<j>«:ei^iJC^  v.\.\  -•."«  |  Lorn  '! mmU  &&c.iH*e&i.  m 
«bCt  uj-  Vj  il.eu«:  a4*<i  :i  \ur<  ct.  n*^c.r.  aa^y  :  hftvr  s»\r  t  wore  ^nrui;  we 
yel  bt  reirie\<^o.  ii*  iL<=  pres*^:  zriOLaeiii. '  Bimrtivrt;.  \c&rt  i;  no;  Uit 
wLitL  I  bthfcvfc  t'^  *^  :-vl  '&u  a,*:  J.  in  re*  j  vmp  benii  reiw.  f'toir  s^-nnun 
qpfcet  to  Ii-du  tL«-u  l-*j»4.*t  loilL^— oj:- ;  wnttei.  bv  u»rt  Whites ir^  4 
individual  lub^ur*-,  '.Mi^C  fT>j-;ct  ia:)rt  :  iu  ente-unr^f  ^  tevo4mu>te 
salutary  etlt^u.  it*:»  *  j^wttij.ir^  j:  thf  :  nnai:  ;  inu.  ir.  «  ^e^v  ^iuv* 
Acarded  phxic]pitfc  u>  wL/:i>  I  Ltvt  h.\\n-  j  optectec  «t  -corrosnm^rie.nfu  4 
4ed.  And  the  Lou.  yti*K.  %&',  brought  fo>  j  ku;.  k»:  trw  wirnn«  o:  tnnu 
trard  the  xe&olutMw.  Utt  teti.^n,  rr.ujh;  i  dnvt  the  f.i^iTst.  cm;  -o.  l« 
now  offer  i;  under  uk^j^r  k.±i-t*j&&.  1  ovt  t  pec.  ium^el;  u>  ^rovt.  wticu 
it  to  myself,  ci  wtlj  ti  io  uo>:  ±»ol. -cen;..  'came  oti.  dire^;  trwvrrten 
to  declare  thai  I  cgliCuj  iu  c^ooti  tL  i  have  :  tha;  nnnrr  ;  ai>n  tr»  tfccl 
I  that  right  Lcjl.  ^ect.  CK-jjTer  in  uut  wa*  onh  nr^rputp*)  L>\  h^^ 
theftfl&ift  of  tucU*;  Ltf  vj^w  o;' cannot,  o:  tiie  ibrt-e; -Bburtp 
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dial  he  was  himself  in  alliance  with  the 
tympany,  lie  begged  of  'tie  house  to  sus- 
pend, till  the  discussion  came  on,  their  opi- 
nion of  the  conduct  of  the  noble  marquis, 
■fck-h  wju  approved  of  by  the  secret  com- 
auiu-e  ol  the  court  of  directors,  when 
orders  he  was  bound  to  obey. 

Mr.  »dnri.t.— Sir;  Before  I  begin  what 
I  blended  IB  say  on  the  present  motion, 
or  rattier  uu  some  bbBfttfr&l  subjects  con- 
nected with  it,  i  bei',  leave  to  take  notice 
ol'a  passage  irt  the  letter  part  of  the  speech 
of  the  bon.  director  on  the  other  side  (Mr, 
Grant),  He  said  that  the  name  and  cha- 
racter  of  sir  George  Barlow  ought  not  lobe 
called  in  question,  because  he  was  not  here 
to  defend  himself;  much  less  was  it  just  or 
decern  to  canvass  the  merits  of  any  man  by 
anonymous  publications  in  [he  newspapers. 
That  he  was  a  person  of  long  standing  and 
great  merit  in  the  company's  service ;  that, 
uu  ibli  ground,   he  had  been  confirmed  in 


it  govt 


sr-gen. 


ilbya 


ilution  of  the  court  of  directors, 

confirmed  and  ratified  by  a  most  deliberate 

'  most  solemn  act  of  his  majesty's  pre- 

:  government,   which  lie  had  no   reason 

ih.Lii;  was  not  the  act  of  the  whole  adnii- 

ion.     At  all  events,  he  was  now  fixed 

office  by  concurrent   resolutions  of 

•Utile    lawful   authorities  of  this  conn 

That  be  ouyht  to  have  lair  play  ;   that 

merits   should   be  tried  by  his   future  i 

duct;   and   that,  on  no  account,  won! 

be  just  to  condemn    the  said    sir  Gc 

Barlow  unheard  ;  with  many  other  gei 

topics  of  the  same.   Now,  sir,  1  desire  : 

be  observed,  that  though  thii- gen'.Iemiu'- 

traduced    in   this  house,    they  never   wtae 

canvassed  by  me,  either  here  or  any  where 
elie  ;  and  for  a  very  good  reason;  bee  tuse 
1  myself  know  nothing  about  htm.  In  that 
question  1  have  no  personal  interest  or  iu- 

VThat  I  have  heard  of  his  conduct  in  oilier-, 
from  pretty  good  authority,  is  eertainly 
not  in  hio  iavoiir.  i\ly  infonnatiou  conies 
to  me,  in  various  ways,  from  the  India 
House,  and  nominally  from  some  gentle- 
Men  iu  the  direction,  who,  till  very  lately, 
made  no  secret  of  their  opinion.  Now  J 
■ould  ask  the  lion,  director,  a  few  plain 
lad,  as  I  ihink,  parliamentary  questions 
on  the  case  in  band,  if  he  will  allow  me 
Ibat  freedom.  Do  ihe  court  of  directors. 
tew  he  himself  approve  oflord  Wellesley'e 
poeeednigs  -; — °'  wl,at  Part  ?  atltl  t0  what 


extent  ?  Or  do  they  and  he  condemn 
those  proceedings,  without  any  saving 
clause,  without  a  reserve  or  a  qualification 
of  any  kind,  excepting  perhaps  the  second 
war  against  Tippoo  Sultau  ?  If  he  answers 
this  last  question  in  t&e  affirmative,  as  1 
am  sure  he  will,  J  then  ask  him  what  wai 
the  conduct  of  sir  George  Barlow,  who 
stood  next  to  the  governor. general,  and 
was  the  first  in  his  council  ?  Did  be  ever 
oppose  or  even  remonstrate  against  any 
one  act  of  lord  Wellesley's  government, 
good,  bad,  or  indifferent  r  Did  he  not  vi. 
guruusly  support,  did  he  not' heartily  con- 
curio  all  those  acts?  Did  this  conduct  of 
sir  George  Barlow  entitle  him  to  the  appro- 
bation of  liis  hon.  employers,  or  did  it  meet 
.with  their  severest  indignation  ?  But  now 
he  is  ivumoveably  fixed  in  his  high  station, 
and  we  ought  to  look  forward.  I  think  so, 
not  generally,  but  in  ibis  special  case,  be- 
cause it  will  not  bear  a  retrospect. — As  I 
perceive  that  the  motion  made  by  my  hon. 
friend  is  no',  to  be  opposed,  1  shall  content 
myself  with  saying  that  I  should  vote  for  it 
on  the  same  general  principle  on  which  I 
have  always  acted.  And  indeed,  how  is 
it  possible,  that  this  particular  motion 
should  be  resisted  r  The  papers  in  ques- 
tion have  been  made  public  by  the  court 
Of  directors.  They  have  been  communi- 
cated to  a  general  court  of  proprietors,  and 
laid  open  to  the  inspection  of  every  indi- 
vidual owner  of  India  stock.  Can  the 
intelligence  contained  in  such  papers  be 
culled  a  secret?  or  is  the  house  of  com- 
mons alone  unlit  to  be  trusted  with  it? 
Wby,  sir,  a  most  material  article  in  this 
intelligence  is  already  in  print.  I  have 
read  this  day  in  a  newspaper,  an  extract  of 
a  1l  Her  from  lordfornwallis,  dated  the  9th 
TA  .  1181  ■-  :u  fetch  he  tells  the direc- 
I  la,  '■  si.  .t  an  enquiry  into  the  state  of 
'  their  finance^  atfordi d  the  most  discou- 
'  racing  prospect ;  that,  unless  some  very 
'  speedy  measures  were  taken  to  reduce 
'  their  cxpenc.es,  it  would  bo  impossible 
'  to  meet  with  effect  the  contingency  of 
'  war;  that  the  most  burthensoine  and 
'  least  useful  part  of  the  existing  military 
'  expenses  arose  from  very  numerous 
'  bodies  of  irregular  troops,  entertained 
1  at  an  espenco  of  nfar  b'u\0fl0/,  sterling, 
■  per  month;  wlttr,  if  dismissed,  wnul!  be 
'  less  formidable  to  us  in  the  field,  than 
1  while  tin  v  inn!'  i  ui  distressing  a  drain 
■'  upon  i  i  r  hi.it.ci ;  !  At  this  period, 
'  vmii  "-.'ibu  troops  are  little  short  of 
"  five  mouths,   and   many  of  your  public 
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"  departments,  on  which  any  movement 
"  of  your  armies  depends,  still  more  in 
u  arrear !"      The  only  expedient   which 
occurs  to  his  lordship  for  relief,  is  "  the 
"  detention  of  the   treasure  destined  for 
"  China,  viz.  200,000/.  and   strongly  to 
"  urge  the  government  of  Madras  to  spare 
u  50,000/.  of  the  specie  allotted  for  the 
■  '*  service  of  that  presidency."    This  is  bad 
news  certainly,  and  impossible  to  be  con- 
,  cealed.     Or  would  it  mend  the  matter,  if 
you  were  able  and  willing,  to  suppress  it? 
I  shall  vote,  I  say,  for  this  motion  on  the 
same  general   principle,  on  which  I  have 
always  acted,  and   which   has   been  pro- 
fessed by  persons  of  greater  authority,  full 
as  explicitly  as  by  myself,  I  mean  by  the 
board  of  cantroul,  ever  since  its  institution, 
and  particularly  by  Mr.  Dundas  and  lord 
Castlereagh   at  all  times.     Thrir  avowed 
principle,  with  regard  to  all   Indian  trans- 
act ons  or  cotirei  ns,  was  publicity.     They 
courted,  they  invited  discussion.   On  these 
subjects,  they  were  quite  delighted  to  have 
their  accounts   examined,   and  their   opi- 
nions sifted  to  the  bottom.     Nothing  could 
exceed  the  good  humour  of  Mr.  Dundas, 
or  the  politeness  of  the  noble  lord.     They 
always  appeared  to  listen  to  me  with  an 
air   of  civility  and  sometimes,  I  confess, 
with  an  appearance  of  attention.     But  I 
hope  no  man  suspects  me  of  the  vanity  of 
presuming  that  -they  ever  paid   the  least 
regard  to  any  thing  I  said.     I  am  sure  they 
will  both  acquit  me  of  having  ever  inter- 
rupted their  Indian  repose  for  one  moment. 
For  my- own  part,  sir,  I   have  no  idea  of 
what  can  be  seriously  meant  by  an  Indian 
state  secret.     As  to  an  European  enemy, 
they  are  full  as  well  informed  as  we  are ; 
Sometimes  much  sooner,  and  much  better. 
But  perhaps  the   papers    printed   for  the 
use  of  the  house  of  commons,  and  our  de- 
bates on  the  contents,  may  be  carried  back 
to  India,  may  be  read  by  the  natives,  and 
either  alienate  the  princes  of  that  country 
from   us,  or  furnish  them  with  dangerous 
information.     Now,  sir,   I   remain  to  be 
convinced,  that,  out  of  Calcutta  and  above 
the  rank  of  a  Banian,  there  exists  a  Hindoo 
a  Mohammedan,  or  a  Mahratta,  who  ever 
did  or  could  read,   I  believe  I  might  safe- 
ly add,  who  ever  heard  of  au  English  news- 
paper.    But,  were  it  otherwise;  the  dis- 
tance alone  would  make  the  publication  of 
any  opinions  in  England,.on  any  given  trans- 
action in  India,  utterly  useless  and  indiffer- 
ent to  those  princes,  who  might  have  been 


the  case  as  it  always  is,  and  more,  or  leas, 
as  it  always  must  be.    An  act  done  ten  or 
twelve  months  ago,  many  hundred  miles 
north-west  of  Calcutta,  falls  under  the  cob-  . 
sideration#of  this  house.    After  many  ad, 
journments,  and  sundry  debates  too,  either 
here  or  at  the  India  house,  some  rapid  re- 
solution is  taken  in  three  or  four  months. 
Another  year  carries  back  the  echo  of  the 
first  intelligence  from  London  to  Luckncfto} 
to  Agra,  to  Delhi,  to  Ugein,  or  to  Nagpour. 
Why,  sir,  long  before  it  is  possible  for  the 
act  or  resolution  here  to  reach  its  destroa* 
tion,  a  brilliant  victory  has  put  an  end  not 
only  to  the  original  question,  but  to  all  the 
adverse  parties  concerned  in  it.    The  sur- 
\ivors,  if  any  are  left,  and  if  any  of  them 
can  read  English,  may  find  a  sufficient  coin 
solution,  writ  re  they  are  not  very  likely 
to  look  for  it,  in  the  English  newspapers, 
namely,  that  all  such  proceedings  are  se- 
verely condemned   by  the  British  parlia- 
ment ;  I  ask  pardon  of  the  house :  I  art 
ashamed  of  arguing  these  absurdities  any 
longer.      The   only    imaginable    case,  in 
which  it  might  be   dangerous  to  publish 
any  information,  would  be  a  return  of  the 
state  of  our  military  force  in  India,  suppo- 
sing it  to  be  weak  in  numbers,  or  other- 
wise unprepared  for   service.     Not  that  I 
believe  that  even  such  a  publication  would 
tell  the  enemy  on  the  spot,  much  more 
than  he  might  easily  have  known  without 
it.     But  is  it  possible   that  a  member  of 
this  house,  that  any  but  a  fool  or  traitor, 
that  any  man  in  his  senses  would  offer  such 
a  motion  ?    And,  if  he  did,  could  such  a 
motion  prevail  ?     Would  the  house  suffer 
it  to  pass  ?     Would  they  endure  to  hear 
it  proposed  ?     I  put  the  case  only  as  ap- 
plied to  an  army  greatly  reduced,  and  ac- 
tually weak  or  unserviceable.     For  other- 
wise, if  the  army  in  India  were  strong  and 
complete  to  its  establishment,  and  as  well 
equipped  as  it  ought  to  be,  I  am  not  at  all 
satisfied  that  there  might  not  be  an  advar> 
tage  in  making  it  known  to  our  enemie&on 
the  continent.     It  might  probably  deter 
them  from  attempting  to  disturb  us  in  India* 
Sir,  I  will  not  descend  so  low  as  to  dis- 
claim any  idea  of  personal  emnity  to  lord 
Wellesley,  or  to  admit  the  possibility  that 
such  a  disclaimer,  on  my  part,  should  be 
necessary.      I    defy  the  acutest    human 
sagacity  to  assign  a  rational  motive,  of  any 
kind,  for  such  animosity.     But,  without  s 
ray  of  wit  or  wisdom,  it  is  easy  enough  to 
discover  a  very  sufficient  motive,  which 


originally  most  concerned  in  it.     Observe  might  have  induced  me  to  take  an  oppo* 
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jiw  course.  Setting  aside  these  low  as 
»i-U  as  useless  person  a  li  ties,  what  has 
been  the  general  current  of  the  debate 
this  night,  with  only  one  exception  ?  Has  it 
not  run  entirely  on  the  rectitude  of  the 
principles  exclusively  attributed  to  lord 
Cornwallis,  and  the  merit  of  his  conduct 
sckiiowtedged  by  all  men  ?  Why  ?  Because 
the  principles  and  the  conduct,  so  univer- 
sally approved,  were  in  direct  and  irrecoh- 
cileable  opposition  to  those  of  lord  Welles- 
W,  whose  acts  were  cut  down,  whose 
•hole  system  was  subverted  root  and 
branch,  without  reserve,  without  even  the 
form  of  a  personal  palliation,  by  his  noble 
Successor.  Now  I  appeal  to  the  honour 
and  to  the  justice  of  the  house,  and  of 
every  man  who  hears  inc.  What  do  all 
Ibese  acknowledgments  of  exulted  merit 
in  lord  Cornwallis,  and  all  this  approba- 
tion of  bis  conduct  amount  to,  but  an  ad- 
mission, nay  much  more  than  an  admis- 
sion, a  positive  parliamentary  assertion. 
that,  from  first  to  last,  every  thing  I  have 
said  and  done  about  India  was  right  t  Is 
it  possible  for  the  court  of  directors,  or  for 
coy  right  hon.  friend  (.Mr.  Fox)  to  concur  in 
the  principles,  and  lo  applaud  the  proceed- 
(>oi  lord  Cornwallis,  and  not  to  condemn 
1  Wellc-sley  ?  Those  extremities  can 
eet.  No  human  faculi 
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QiTial  and  contemptible.  I  shall 
sir,  request  the  benevolent  attention 
the  house  to  a  short  digression,  by 
means  unconnected  witu  the  subject  of 
this  debate.  thouifll  rtiatill"  immediately 
to  mvself  and  to  my  own  situation.  It  is 
(be  only  return  I  shall  ask,  for  a  faithful 
service  of  thirty  years  in  this  department ; 
because  it  i.  all  that  I  expect  to  receive 
on  I'  at  account.  I  hope  the  house  will 
bear  me  with  indulgence  ;  and  the  rather  as 
it  mil    probably  be   the  last  time,    thai  1 
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mine  rjunnectf  J  with  the  subject  ol   India. 
1  state   it  ihen  as  a  narrative  merely,  and 
Dot  to  revive  any  former  argument  or  dif- 
ference  with    any   man,    that  I  passed   sit 
years    in    Bengal  in  perpetual  contest  and 
miser v,    and    finally    with    the    imminent 
hazard  of  my  life.     For  thi;  truth  of  ihi 
•ertiou,  I  appeal  to   the  testimony  of  the 
Mi.  chairman   of  the  court  of  director?. 
ho  was  on  the  spot  and  knows  the  facts 
,   —Then  a  wretched  passage  of  ten  month! 
*t>  England;  and,  from  tli.it  tunc,  aeon 


tinned  labour  and  perseverance  of  two-an 
twenty    years  in  the    same    unprofitab 
se,  unsupported  and    alone,   withoi 
thanks  or  reward,  and  now  without  bop 
By  endeavouring,  through  that  long  portii 
of  my  life,  to  maintain,  as  I  thought,  rigl 
against  wrong,  I  bave  incurred  many  e 
mities,  and  secured  no  friendship;    I  Itai 
sacrificed  my  happiness  and  my  repose,  an 
forfeited  every  prospect  of  personal  ad vai 
tage.     Have  you  a  doubt  on   this  point 
Look  at  the  state  of  dereliction,  in  whir 
I  am  left.     I  make  no  complaint  of  whi 
is  past :    but  I  have  a  right  to  pause,  an 
consider  how  I  shall  proceed  hereafter, 
have  done  so.  I  have  considered  my  situs 
lion,  aud  I  have  made  up  my  mind  upon  i' 
It  is  for  others  to  weigh  the  probable  cor 
sequences   and  natural   effect  of  the  ex 
ample,  now  in  their  view,  upon  the  publi 
service   not   only   in    India,    but   in  ever 
other  department.     What  practical  lesso 
does   it   inculcate,  but  simply  this;   Tak 
care  of  yourselves  ?  1  do  not  know  (ha 
[be  instruction  vat  much  wanted  ,  but 
am  sure  it  will    mil    be   neglected.     M1 
deliberate  intention  is  to  withdraw  mysel 
generally  from   the  discussion  of  politico 
questions  purely  and  properly  Indian,  am 
not  involving  any  immediate  British  inte 
re»-t ;  and   specially   not  to  take  an   activi 
p. ire,  much  less  a  lead  in  the  impeachment 
ijri>seciuiou,  or  ecu  tun-1  of  iinv  Indian  d& 
'inqiieucy  whatsoever.     This  intention  con 
cerns  nobody  but  myself.    1  nuke  no  con. 
tract  with  any  man,  and  I  hold  myself  com. 
pletelv  at  liberty  to  depart  from   it  when, 
ever  I  think  proper.     This,  sir,  is  not  a  re> 
-.olutiou   wholly   new   in  me,  or  suddenlj 
taken  on  the  present  occasion.     That  prin- 
cipal  part  of  it,  which   relates  to  the  invi- 
dious  though   meritorious  office  of  a  pro- 
secutor, as  I  still   think  it,   was  taken  long 
ago.     I   will  never   be    concerned    in   im- 
peaching any  body.     The  iiuppachment  oi 
Mr.  Hastings  has  cured   me  of  that  folly. 
I  was  trier!,  and  /«'  wusacquilted.      In  all 
the  lute  proceedings  concerning  lord  Mel- 
viile,    I   have    never    uttered     one     word ; 
though,  considering  the  contest  and  con- 
tradiction   in   which   I  stood  against  Mr. 
Uundus  in  this  bouse  for  twenty  years  to- 
gether, it  cannot  be  denied  that  1  had  spurs 
anil  provocaiions  enough,  if  1  were  capable 
of  yielding  to  such  motives,  to  stimulate 
me  lo   take  part  in  the    impeachment  of 
lord   Melville.      Nor   will    I   now   concern 
myself  in  any  proceeding  to   prosecute  or 
censure  lord  Wellesley.     On  the  subject  of 
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My,  without  fee  or  reward,  in  that  un- 
thankful and  most  invidious  office.  Mas 
*uy  individual,  or  any  party,  has  this 
house,  or  lias  Die  nation,  a  right  to  expect 
mire  of  me?  Neither  am  I  able,  if  I  were 
twr  *o  well  disposed,  to  continue  this  un- 
availing labour.  My  spirits  are  c*b justed. 
JJy   mind   is    subdued.      And,    if  it   were 


HMessary  in  this  department  as  I 
(bought  it  hitherto.  Several  youngei 
with  a  spirit  as  liigh  as  their  rank,  and  of 
peat  abililv,  are  coming  forward  in  tint, 
line.  I  congratulate  the  house  and  the 
country  ou  this  flattering  appe;i  ranee  and 
ffumisc  on  the  part  of  the  rising  gencra- 
They  mill  do  more  than  I  could, 
iicli  more  than  supply  the  little  place, 
which  1  have  occupied.  I  hope  they  will 
Ml  lie  discouraged  by  difficulties  or  by 
Uootir,  nor  even  by  the  example  that  lias 
made  of  their  humble  predecessor. 
Above  all  things,  I  conjure  this  bouse  once 
■ore,  Dot  to  throw  any  discourage  merit  in 
their  way.  I  have  stated  my  intention  cleaT- 
ly ;  but.  acair.  1  say,  I  am  mvown  master, 
coountof  my  future  con- 
to  any  man.  '[here  is  oiic  view  ourv, 
which  I  shall  at*all  times  bold  myii  h 
to  attend  tn  future  proceedings  in 
i*nt  011  mil  >ti::ns  contM  ■  .  1  ■  -'i 
Ae  lutlia  company  ;  nor  ia  it  powbte  for 
ne  to  iin  (■(h'.Twiii-,  v.11 " .nut  n'.niH  itn't  the 
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oi*r  their  nominal  servants  abro:.d  ;  tci 
gourd  I  heir  rights,  and  to  prut. ret  their  pto- 
Jieny  fiotu  rum.  I  have  laboured  to  pre- 
w.rve  the  peace  of  India,  and  to  shelter  the 
native  princes  of  that  unfortunate  country 
from  injustice,  conquest,  and  oppression. 
lathe  execution  of  these  labours  1  confess  I 
hare  had  no  success,  nor  scarce  a  good 
•old  from  any  man  :  the  only  duty  that  is 
BOW  left  lo  me,  the  only  chance  I  yet  have 
«f  being  useful  either  to  this  country  or 
*ren  to  the  India  company,  is  to  protect 
England  not  against  the  company,  but 
■gainst  India  and  its  government. 

Sir  T.  Metcalfe  read  a  passage  from  a  let- 
ter of  lord  Lake  to  the  governor-genera!,  in 
•turn  the  treachery  of  the  rajah  of  Bhurt- 
wa»  placed    in   the   strongest  lifjht. 


That  rajali  had  received  one  third  more  lb 
his  right  of  the  country  conquered  fr< 
Scindia,  and  it  was  immediately  after  1 
ceiving  that  boon,  that  his  treacherous  cc 
nection  with  llolkar  was  discovered.  . 
lo  marquis  Wellesley,  be  knew  little  of  hi 
but  as  a  public  man ;  be  had  no  hesitatic 
to  say,  however,  that  he  considered  hi 
as  the  greatest  statesman  that  had  ever  be- 
in  India.  Such  a  man  exercising  such  t 
lents  for  the  public  good,  was  rather  han 
ly  treated,  when  he  was  received,  on  1; 
return  home,  with  accusation  instead  < 
acclamation.  He  wished  the  noble  ma 
quis's  conduct  to  be  sifted,  however;  as,  tl 
more  it  was  sifted,  the  more  the  resu 
would  be  to  his  honour. 

Lord  Folkestone  rose  and  said :  M 
Speaker  ;  the  bod,  bart.  (sir  T.  Metcalfe 
below  me,  has  in  his  speech  renewed  th 
charge  just  brought  by  the  noble  lor 
(Temple)  below  him,  of  treachery  on  th 
part  of  the  Rajah  of  lihurtpore.  1  will  no 
at  present  enter  into  that  transaction  ;  be 
cause  it  is  likely  to  be  more  fully  discussci 
to-morrow,  and  is  therefore  now  premature 
and  because  perhaps  I  know  less  of  tin 
motion  than  1  ought.  But  on  the  firs 
blush  of  tbc-husinrss  \  must  say,  that  tin 
term  treachery  seems  to  be  here  most 
■  '  ■■■■■..  ■:.  I  bis  rajah  is  a  imiivc 
pni.ceot  India,  having  natural  connection' 
with  the  country;  we  have  none  such,  but 
<;re  really  invaders,  seeking  to  establish  a 
dominion  and  to  acquire  an  empire.  In 
these  circumstances,  if  these  or  other  na- 
tive chipfs  should  take  measures  for  pre- 
v, -ciing  u<,  or  for  evuelling  us,  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  might  be  attributed  to  other 
dispositions  than  those  of  perridy,and  such 
conduct  bccilhd  by  another  name  than 
treachery.  However,  we  shall  hear  more 
ut  litis  hrreafler. — I  should  not,  sir,  have 
made  this  observation,  if  I  had  not  been 
called  up  by  something  else  which  fell,  in 
the  course  of  his  speech,  from  the  hon.  bart. 
He  complains  that  my  lord  Wellesley'scha- 
racter  is  continually  attacked  by  a  side- 
wind; and  of  the  ungenerous  reception 
which  he  has  met  with  on  his  return  to 
this  country.  Now,  it  seems  lo  me,  1  con. 
fess,  very  natural,  and  I  am  sure  it  is  very 
competenl,  fur  members  of  this  bouse,  who 
have  the  good  of  ihe  countrv  at  heart,  to 
make  ihe  enquiries  and  to  stir  the  ques- 
tions, which  the  hon.  bart.  complains  ot 
lor  when  we  consider  what  we  havs  wit- 
nessed in  the  last  1*2  months,  and  what  wa 
now  daily  hear  011  the  subject  of  India  af- 
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lairs ;  when  we  recollect,  that  lord  Corn- 
wallit  was  sent  out  to  India  for  the  express 
purpose  of  undoing  all  lord  Wellesley  had 
doue,  of  overturning  all  his  schemes,  and 
putting  an  end  to  all  his  projects  ;  when  we 
observe  too,  the  joy  that  has  been  express- 
ed by  all  those  most  interested  in  India  af- 
fairs, at  the  expectation  that  those  schemes 
and  projects  are  now  put  an  end  to,  and 
never  to  be  renewed ; — when  we  observe 
that  every  person  who  has  spoken  in  this 
debate,  with  the  exception  of  the  hon.  bait 
and  the  noble  lord,  have  joined  in  that  ex- 
pression of  joy ;  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
very  extraordinary,  that  some  enquiries 
should  be  made  into  the  nature  and  plan 
of  that  administration,  the  termination  of 
which  is  so  great  and  so  general  a  matter 
of  exultation.  But,  sir,  this  is  not  all ;  the 
derangement  of  the  affairs,  and  the  ex- 
hausted state  of  the  finances,  of  the  East- 
India  company  are  now  confessed  and  al- 
lowed :  and  when  we  know  that  the  com- 
pany is  now  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
coming  to  us  to  give  them  aid  and  relief, 
and  we  hear  that  they  are  most  unwilling  to 
bring  any  charge  against  lord  Wellesley,  and 
abstain,  not  because  they  do  not  condemn  his 
policy,  but  because  they  think  well  of  his 
intentions,  it  is  not  surprising  that  others, 
less  placable  than  these  gentlemen,  should 
now  and  then  in  the  course  of  debate  ex. 
press  sentiments  of  disapprobation  at  his 
conduct.— The  noble  baft,  says  this  is  at- 
tacking the  noble  lord  by  a  side-wind.  I 
do  not  agree  with  him.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
fair  to  complain  of  so  natural  a  proceeding. 
Sir;  after  the  length  to  which  this  debate 
has  run,  I  shall  not  add  any  more.  I  have 
been  called  up  by  the  observations  of  the 
hon.  bait,  and  I  wa&glad  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  noticing  the  universal  expression 
of  dissatisfaction  from  all  sides  of  the  house 
at  the  conduct  of  lord  Wellesley. 

Mr.  Charles  Grant  rose  to  explain.  With 
respect  to  sir  G.  Barlow,  he  observed,  that 
whatever  part  he  had  taken  in  the  measures 
of  marquis  Wellesley,  was  not  inconsistent 
with  the  system  he  was  now  to  pursue. 
The  two  Mahratta  wars  had  come  on  so 
rapidly,  that  it  was  impossible  to  have  any 
opinion  upon  them  from  this  country.  He 
was  at  present  in  possession  of  the  opinion 
of  his  superiors,  and  had  honestly  declared 
his  determination  to  act  in  conformity  with 
it.  Whatever  other  gentlemen  might  think 
upon  the  subject,  he  was  himself  convinced, 
that  there  was  nothing  dishonourable  in 
the  part  that  gentleinau  took  in  the  mea- 


sures of  the  marquis  Wellesley's  adminis*  , 
(.ration.  The  hon.  director,  before  he  sat. . 
down,  said,  he  could  not  help  bearing  his  ; 
testimony  to  the  rectitude  of  the  prin-  ■ 
ciples  and  conduct  of  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  ' 
Francis),  not  only  in  Bengal,  but  in  Engi  . 
gland. 

Mr.  Francis,  in  explanation,  said  : — Sir, 
I  am  obliged  to  the  worthy  direct      for   • 
the  testimouy  he  has  borne  to  the  rectitude 
of  my  principles  and  conduct,  not  only  in 
Bengal,  but  in  England,  that  is,  with  respect 
to  the  government  of  India,  and  the  true    , 
interests  of  the  India  company.     In  fact, 
however,  he  has  done  more  than  I  asked, 
or*  expected  of  him.     The  appeal  I  made 
to  him,  related  solely  and  expressly  to  my 
labours  and  sufferings  in  India,  and  not  to   . 
my  merits  at  home  or  abroad.   Of  the  for-  . 
trier  he  was  an  eye-witness :  no  man  has   - 
a  higher  opinion  of  his  moral  character 
than  I  have.     On  the  facts  in  question,  . 
there  cannot  be  a  more  competent  witness,  ■ 
nor  any  human  evidence  less  to  be  su*» 
pected . 

Mr.  Wallace  was  of  opinion  that  the  po- 
licy, the  measures,  and  the  whole  of  the 
system  acted  upon  by  lord  Wellesley,  were 
wise  and  highly  beneficial,  and  when  the 
subject  came  under  discussion,  he  should 
be  ready  to  state  the  grounds  upon  which 
he  thought  the  services  of  that  noble  lord 
entitled  him  to  the  gratitude  of  the  house 
and  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Johnston*  rose  to  express  his  thanks 
to  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Fox)  for  con- 
senting to  the  production  of  the  papers* 
He  was  glad  to  find  that  the  court  of  direc- 
tors were  disposed  to  support  the  present 
system  begun  by  lord  Cornwallis,  and  that  . 
his  right  hon.  friend  retained  his  former 
sentiments  on  this  subject.     He  remarked 
upon  the  difference  which  was  known  to 
prevail  as  to  the  system  of  government 
which  ought  to  be  acted  upon  in  India, 
between  the  opinions  formerly  expressed 
by  some  of  the  present  ministers,  and  the 
course  now  pursuing  in  that  quarter.    He 
was  glad,  however,  now  to  have  the  doubts 
which  naturally  rose  out  of  the  difference 
alluded  to,  completely  removed  by  a  de- 
clared change  of  sentiment. 

Mr.  Secretary  IfrJr.  observed  upon  the 
logic  and  the  prudence  evinced  by  the  last 
speaker.  His  logic,  he  thought,  by  no 
means  just,  and  his  prudence  was  certainly 
not  laudable.  For  as  to  his  logic,  it  did 
not  follow  that  because  gentlemen  thought 
proper  to  adopt  a  certain  line  of  policy, 
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UioW  certain  circumstances,  lliey 
be  subject  to  the  imputation  ofincon 
(v  in  pursuing  a  diliereut  line  where  those 
circumstances  had  undergone  a  material 
tl»tiii:e ;  and  as  to  the  liun.  gent.'s  pru- 
dtnce,  it  surely  was  not  laudable  to  press 
the  charge  at  inconsistency  upon  any  men 
who  might  shew  a  disposition  to  abandon 
opinions  which  the  lion.  gent,  himself  pro- 
nounced erroneous,  and  to  adopt  those 
which  he  professed  to  consider  correctly 
tight, — The  several  papers  moved  for  were 
ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  house. 


[Witnesses'  Liability  Bill.]    The 
louse  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on 

It*  bill  for  Declaring  the  Law  with  respect 
lu  Witnesses  being  liable  to  answer. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  in  order  that  there 
might  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  security  of 
■  itneases  against  being  compelled  to  an- 
f"tr  any  question,  the  answering  of  which 
might  subject  them  to  penalty  or  forfeiture, 
proposed  to  insert  the  words  "  any  penalty 
*f  forfeiture  of  what  nature  soever,"  instead 
M  tin'  mere  words  "  penalty  er  forfeiture." 
Earl  Stanhope  cose,  and  expressed  his 
<n  approbation  of  the  bill  before  the  com- 
mittee, as  a  declaratory  act.  Hee-ipressed 
hi*  hope,  that,  by  subsequent  legislative 
provisions,  should  the  present  bill  be  pass- 
ed, bis  noble  friend  would  guard  against 
the  mischiefs  which  might  arise  from  such 
a  measure.  On  this  ground,  however,  he 
could  not  avoid  coming  forward  and  object- 
ing to  the  bill  as  it  then  stood,  and  endea- 
vouring to  induce  their  lordships  to  divest 
it  of  its  declaratory  character.  He  was 
■mule  to  the  principle  of  bills  of  that  de- 
Kripticni;  which,  he  thought,  should  never 
be  passed  by  the  legislature,  except  in  very 
extreme  cases.  The  occasion  which  heal- 
luded  to  was,  for  instance,  a  violation  of  a 
eriiiciple  of  the  constitution,  such  a  ease  as 
Wru  referred  to  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill 
«f  rights,  Sec.;  and  such  was  the  Case  of 
the  excellent  bill  declaratory  of  the  law 
Mtpcct jug  libels,  proposed  by  a  right  hou. 
■amber  or  the  other  house  of  parliament. 
Ob  that  occasion,  lib  noble  and  learned 
■Mod  near  him,  (the  channel  lor),  deserved 
•re  thanks  of  the  country;  he  did  not 
for  his  conduct  with  respect  to  the 
but  for  what  he  had  so  no- 
done  to  assert  and  to  uphold  the  con- 
f  juries.  Except  on 
great  occasion  of  the  kind,  be  never 

V*!..   VI. 


among 


approved  of  a  declaratory  bill.  It  was  fin 
engine  by  which  a  great  deal  of  mischief 
might  be  done;  through  it  the  law  of  the 
laud  might  be  overturned,  by  its  declaring 
that  to  be  la*,  which  was 
noble  earl,  in  adverting,  as  an  hypothetic! 
case,  to  the  return  of  members  of  parhi 
merit,  through  the  influence  -of  wealthy 
powerful  individuals,  recited  the  .itiecdi 
of  a  late  noble  lord,  who  obtained  ihe  pi; 
lie  wished  for,  from  the  then  prime  minis! 
by  threatening  him,  in  ca 
with  the  defection  of  his  own  support  in 
one  house,  and  that  of  his  friends  in  the 
other.  His  brief  and  pithy  answers  u>  the 
arguments  and  representations  of  the  mi- 
nister, were,  "  There  are  seven  of  us! 
There  are  seven  of  us !  Hemember,  there 
are  seven  of  us!"  Continuing  his  observa- 
tions against  a  declaratory  bill,  he  stated, 
that  an  actual  majority  of  the  great  lawyers 
ot  the  country  were  of  such  an  opinion  at 
to  explode  the  necessity  of  such  a  bill  us 
the  present.  He  adverted  to  some  opinions 
given  by  the  late  lord  Mansfield,  aud 
these,  the  case  which  gave  rise  i 
recorded  observation  of  his  lordship,  to  the 
then  Mr.  Dunning:  "  if  that  be  law,  I'll 
burn  my  books,"  He  adverted  to  the  es- 
tablished compellability  of  pawnbrokers  to 
give  evidence,  and  adduced  some  reasons' 
why  horse-dealers  should  be  considered  in 
the  same  light.  He  liked  not  the  idea  of 
the  present  bill  passing,  to  the  imminent 
risk  of  that  which  he  proposed;  but,  with 
a  view  of  so  far  obviating  the  inconveni- 
ence to  be  apprehended,  it  would  be  better 
to  pass  his  bill  in  the  lirst  instance.  He 
adverted  to  some  further  eases,  which,  h« 
conceived,  tended  to  shew  the  probable 
inconveniences  of  passing  such  a  bill  as 
the  present.  He  was,  he  observed,  very 
stout  in  his  opinions  upon  those  points; 
he  had  read  more  acts  of  parliament  than 
perhaps  most  lawyers,  having  perused  all 
those  from  Magna  Charta  down  to  about 
fifteen  years  back.  His  lordship,  towards 
the  conclusion  of  his  address,  adverted  to 
some  fartliercases;  by  one  of  which,  stating 
it  hypothetieally,  from  the  contingency  of 
technical  incorrectness  m  his  answer,  an 
individual  might  bo  destituted  ol  his  means 
of  support.  He  repealed  bis  hope,  that 
the  inconveniences  which  might  arise  irom 
such  a  construction  in  the  law,  would  be 
guarded   against    by   adequate    legislative 

The  Lord  Cka*c*llor  observed,  it  would 
be  better,   bad  his  noble  Iriend  postponed. 
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the  discission  of  his  own  bill,  until  it  canoe 
regularly  before  the  house ;  as  to  that  he 
conceived  the  greater  part  of  his  observa- 
tions to  have  applied,  lie  did  not  alto* 
gether  approve,  on  such  an  occasion  as  the 
present,  of  his  noble  friend  referring  to 
the  authorities  of  dead  judges,  as  well  as 
the  living ;  as,  in  all  cases  of  the  kind, 
the  law  must  be  decided  by  the  actual 
judges  of  the  time.  There  were  cases  in 
forensic  practice,  in  which  a  counsel  might, 
allowably,  fortify  his  opinions  by  a  refer- 
ence to  those  of  former  judges;  but,  ou 
such  an  occasion,  a  poll  of  defunct,  as  well 
as  living  luminaries  of  Uie  law,  so  as  to  out- 
number those  of  the  living,  who  might  be  of 
a  contrary  opinion,  was  a  doctrine  to  which 
he  could  not  submit.  Such  proceedings 
would  tend  eventually  to  interfere  with  the 
judicial  functions  of  that  house.  A  pro- 
position, that  the  law  was  so  taken  from 
the  very  beginning  of  the  British  constitu- 
tion, to  the  preseut  moment,  was  what  he 
had  never  heard  of.  The  law  was  to  be  ta- 
ken, from  the  mouths  of  those  appointed  to 
deliver  it ;  but  a  poll  in  the  way  his  noble 
friend  appeared  inclined  to  adopt,  would 
be  as  objectionable  as  a  poll  of  departed 
peers,  with  respect  to  decisions  iu  that 
house.  Adverting  to  the  objections  against 
the  bill  itself,  he  observed,  that  in  such  a 
c;ase  as  it  applied  to,  a  declaratory  act  was 
more  peculiarly  necessary,  that  is,  where 
doubts  existed  ;  as,  if  such  did  not  exist, 
there  would  be  no  necessity  of  declaring 
what  the  law  was. 

Earl  Stan/tope  shortly  spoke  in  explana- 
tion. He  then  adverted  to  the  language  of 
the  bill,  with  respect  to  the  term  "  lords 
spiritual  and  temporal."  These  descrip- 
tions, his  lordship  seemed  to  think,  ought 
to  be  reversed,  not  only  in  the  preseut,  but 
in  future  bills,  inasmuch  as  lords  temporal, 
meaning  princes  of  the  blood,  members  of 
that  house,  had  precedency  of  the  very 
foremost  of  the  spiritual  peers,  namely,  the 
archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

Lord  Auckland  deprecated  an  alteration 
of  the  kind,  without  the  fullest  and  most 
mature  consideration ;  deeming  it  far  pre- 
ferable to  abide  by  the  uniform  practice  of 
parliament,  and  to  follow  the  example  of 
their  ancestors  in  such  cases. — The  ques- 
tion was  then  put,  on  an  amendment  as 
proposed  by  earl  Stanhope,  tending  to  do 
away  the  effect  of  the  declaratory  part  of 
the  bill,  but  which  was  negatived  by  the 
committee.  Their  lordships  then  agreed 
to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  lord 


chancellor ;  after  which  the  house  resulted) 
and  ordered  the  report  to  be  received  to* 
morrow. 

Earl  Stanhope  moved,  that  the  bill  for 
the  more  effectual  Discovery  of  Truth,  bt 
read  a  second  time  to-jnorrow,  which  was 
ordered  accordingly. 


HOUSE   OP   COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  March  11. 
[Minutes.]  Mr.  Irwin,  inspector-general 
of  imports  and  exports,  presented  an  account 
of  all  the  duties  on  customs,charged  and  out* 
standing,  on  the  5ih  of  Jan.  18u5  and  1S06 
respectively  distinguishing  the  permanent 
and  temporary  duties. — The  Irish  Clergy 
Residence  bill  was  read  a  second  time.-*-Mr. 
Tierney  presented  a  petition  from  the  debt4 
ors  confined  in  the  MarshaUea. — Mr.  Alex- 
ander brought  up  the  report  of  the  commit* 
tee  on  the  American  treaty  act,  and  obtain- 
ed leave  to  bring  iu  a  bill  to  continue,  fori 
time  to  be  limited,  the  act  of  the  57th  of 
his  majesty,  f^r  carrying  into  effect  the  trea- 
ty of  amity,  navigation,  and  epinmerce 
with  the  united  states  of  America.— Sir 
Charles  Bunbury  presented  a  petition  iron 
the  maltsters  of  the  county  of  Suffolk;  as 
did  Mr.  Mordaunt  one  from  those  of  die 
county  of  Warwick,  and  of  the  county  of 
the  city  of  Coventry,  praying  relief  from 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  42d  of  his 
majesty. — Mr.  Rose  presented  a  petition 
from  the  trustees  of  the  British  Museum, 
praying  the  annual  parliamentary  grant. 
Mr.  Rose  then  moved,  that  there  be  laid 
before  the  house  an  account  of  the  expen- 
diture of  the  British  Museum  for  the  last 
year.  Ordered.  —  The  secretary  at  war 
brought  up  the  Mutiny  bill,  which  was  read 
a  first  time. — Mr.  H.  Paraell  was,  on  the 
motion  of  lord  H.  Petty,  added  to  tbe 
committee  for  investigating  the  joint  ac- 
counts of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

[Irish  Catholics.]  Mr.  Dillon  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  a  question  to  tbe  right 
hon.  gent,  opposite  (Sir.  Fox),  with  a  view  to, 
learn  the  future  intentions  of  that  right  hos. 
gent.with  respect  to  the  claims  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  his  majesty's  subjects  in  Ireland.  la 
doing  this,  he  was  not  actuated  by  any  wish 
to  embarrass  his  majesty's  ministers,  or  by 
motives  of  idle  curiosity.  Rumours  had 
gone  abroad  of  a  very  extraordinary  changS 
of  sentiments  having  taken  place  in  certaia 
quarters,  on  the  subject  of  the  claims  of 
the  catholics  of  Ireland.  It  was  also  ru- 
moured, that  the  great  body  of  the  catho- 
lics had  acquiesced  in  this  change  of  opu 
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as  of  the  utmost  importance 
nit!  it-;  of  Ireland  that  this  sub- 
►e  6et  at  rest  one  way  or  the 
■■q  trusted  the  right  hon,  gent, 
?  faim  from  his  suspense  on  the 

tary  Fox  spoke  to  the  following 
f  the  question  of  the  hon.  gent. 
sly  vague  that  I  cannot  pretend 
lor  I  confess  that  I  do  not'dis- 
-sland  it.  The  hon.  gent,  has 
lenimoiirs  afloat  as  loan  altera- 
011  respecting  the  catholics,  a- 
who  formerly  supported  them: 
ot  know  Id  whom  he  alludes,  1 
lim  a  precise  answer.  Hut  with 
t  ru  mour  that  the  catholic  body 
pnd  in  the  reported  alteration 
leir  claims,  1  should  rather  ask 
t.  himself  upon  that  point.  So 
ucerned  in  this  question,  when- 
;s  under  discussion,  I  shall  be 
dv  to  state  my  opinion,  and  all  I 
saary  to  say  as  to  my  future  con- 
ier  to  a  consideration  of  my  past, 
wever,  hesitate  to  state,  that  if 
«n  were  to  ask  my  advice  as  to 
yof  bringing  forward  the  catho- 
1  present,  I  should  recommend 
bito  consideration  the  prospect 
and  the  greater  probability  of 
the  ui 


i  year 


1  the 


eofh 


ission.  In  the  part  which  I  too!; 
'tension,  I  was  actuated  hy  the 
snse  ol  duty — but  at  present  1 
mvMilf  obliged  tu  say  any  thing 
the  subject. 

»  of  Isdl.v.]  J,md  Otlahtvn 
it  his  promised  motion  with  re- 
e  Debt  of  the  East-India  eom- 

irriiliip  stated,  that  in  the  year 
pearerl  that  the  debt  v(  the  East- 
any  bearing  interest,  was  about 
which  it  was  proposed  to  reduce 
i;  that  in  order  to  do  this,  a 
;iven,  by  the  act  of  17<)rJ,  to  the 
eiji(Ji!!icii-3  in  India  to  grant  bills 
f  tbe  creditors   of  the  company 


■tor  dir. 


3  the  i 


finually,  arid  no  more,  for  the 
iruiirKiiing  or,   in  oilier  words, 

this  debt;  that  is  to  say,  it 
mined  to  be  a  matter  of  policy 
etice,  that  the  debt  should    be 

order  to  earn  this  into  effect 
"*r  the  most  beneficial  to  the 
'Ueadof  applying  to  this  pur- 


pose so  much  of  the  surplus  revenue  in  the 
first  instance,  the  whole  of  that  surplus  was 
allowed  to  be  laid  out  in  an  investment, 
out  of  the  profits  arising  from  the  sale  of 
which,  the  court  of  directors  were  to  set 
apart  the  sum  of  500,000/.  annually  to 
answer  such  bills  as  should  be  drawn  by 
the  government  in  India  to  the  amount  and 
for  the  purpose  specified  in  the  act. — That 
since  this  year  17°3,  it  appeared  that  bills 
liad^eeu  drawn  to  the  amount  of  not  less 
than'  8  millions.  Whether  they  had  been 
granted  to  the  creditors  of  the  company, 
and  had  therefore  gone  in  liquidation  of 
the  debt,  lie  could  not  say  ;  if  so,  the  only 
difference  would  be  that,  in  that  case,  the 
of  debt  contracted  would  be  by 
much  the  larger  than  would  otherwise 
appear  to  be  the  fact ;  but  so  it  was,  that 
far  from  the  debt  having  been  actually 
need,  it  had  swollen  from  7  to  nearly  30 
lions ;  and  of  this  30  millions  be  wag 
further  informed,  (to  ascertain  which,  was 
the  object  of  his  motion,)  that  a  conside- 
rable part,  be  was  afraid  to  say  how  much, 
had  been  contracted  upon  terms  which  en- 
titled the  holder  of  the  loan  to  go  to  the 
uryatCalcutta,andreceive,on  demand, 
upon  tbe  court  of  directors  payable 
12  months  after  date  according  to  the  mode 
in  which  bills  are  usually  drawn  from  India. 
-That  this  was  the  case,  his  lordship  sard 
he  had  noninntierof  doubt.  He  had  heard 
:>m  authority  which  he  could  not  ques- 
,  and  it  had  been  admitted  by  every 
with  whom  he  had  conversed  on  the 
subject.  He  was  moreover  confirmed  by 
a  publication  which  he  held  in  his  hand, 
ihc  Calcutta  Monthly  Journal  for  the  mouth 
Of  May,  1 805,  it)  which,  as  well  as  in  many 
others  of  different  dales,  he  found  a  regular 
Government  Notification  of  a  loan  in  which 
this  condition  is  distinctly  stated.  After 
saying  that  "  the  public  are  hereby  inform- 
ed riiiit  the  sub-treasurer  at  the  presidency, 
&c.  have  been  authorized  to  receive  any 
money,"  &c.  it  goes  ou  to  say, 
"  tbe  principal  of  the  promissory  notes  shall 
be  payable  either  in  Bengal  under  the  rules 
;tablished  for  the  payment  of  the  register 
debt  now  existing,  or  by  bills  to  be  drawn 
by  the  governor-general  in  council,  on 
the  hon.  court  of  directors;  which  bills 
hail  he  granted  at  any  time  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  proprietor  of  the  notes,  either 
when  the  principal  shall  have  become  pay. 
able  in  Bengal,  or  at  any  earlier  period." — 
Taking  for  granted,  then,  that  this  has  een 
the  mode  of  proceeding,  the  nest  question 
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Lord  Temple,  referring  to  the  notice 
»liieh  had  been  postponed  by  Mr.  Faull, 
"  k  occasion  to  stale,  that  the  hoi),  raera- 
s  now  called  upon  in  Candour  and 
mess  to  lord  Welteuey,  to  state  the  na- 
e  of  the  charge,  which  il  was  his  ititen- 
u  to  bring  forward  on  Friday,  pursuant 
"'  ;e. — Mr.  Paull  said  he  should 
e  giving  the  noble  lord  any  answer 
a  the  subject.  Lord  Ossulston's  motion 
isilien,  with  the  leave  of  the  house,  wiih- 

[ArrAiKsuF  India,]      Mr.  Paul!  rose 
md   spoke  as  follows  : — Though    irregular 
10  allude  to  what  passed  on  any  former  oc- 
ihis  house,  still,  sir,   the  occur- 
racesof  last  night,  will  render  it  neces- 
e  to  obtrude  on  the  present  oc- 
infinitely  greater  length  than  1 
:iterit  ion  of  doing.     The  house 
t  have  observed,  that  I  have  hart  i 
;   objects  in  introducing   the  alii 
j  to  its  notice.     Ooc,  sir,  an  nan: 
misty  to  bring  the  whole  system  of  . 

:nipire  ouce  more  under  the  consi- 
i  of  parliament,  a  system  which 
is  the  national  prosperity  ;  and  the 
■  to  prosecute  to  conviction,  if  pus- 
,  the  person  to  whom  I  impute  al 
I  dang-rs  that  now  threaten  our  exist- 
:  abroad  and  in  this  country,— For 
is  first,  I  could  have  incurred  no  obloquy, 
might  have  pureed  mtae  applause  from  the 
display  of  niv  knowledge,  and  have  made 
few  enemies;  but,  in  the  second  I  was  fully 
aware  of  the  dangers.  I  had  a  bene 
lhe  example  afforded  me  in  the  managers 
of  Mr.  Hastings's  unpear.-liiiii-i;;  calling  out 
to  me  to  beware  !  1  knew  1  should  have 
to  contend,  a  new,  unconnected  individual, 
with  obstacles  of  the  most  formidable  nii- 
tere.  I  knew,  sir,  I  should  not  be  able  to 
Mil  with  wind  and  tide,  but  that  I  should 
bave  to  encounter  every  thing  that  power. 
link,  wealth,  prejudice,  and  talent,  could 
throw  in  my  way.  These,  though  no  slight 
obstacles,  I  was  prepared  to  meet ;  but! 
hive  metwith  others  that  1  did  not  reckon 
bo;  and  as  I  liiild  the  character  and  motives 
At  an  accuser  as  his  fairest  claims  to  conli- 
dtoce  or  reprobation,  I  must,  sir,  on  the 
resent  occasion  claim  the  attention  of  the 
uy  own  account  a  few  moments, 
hiUt  I  state  my  motives  and  conduct; 
■  task  once  performed,  I  shall  proceed 
I  the  way  I  have  imposed  upon  myself, 
lisroayed  by  numbers;  and  hereafter 
*  shafts  of  malice  and  slander  shall  p, 
>y  me  like  the  idle  wind  that  I  regard  not. 


—Conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  my  owi 


I  believed  I 


:  sulci   . 


question  them;  but  I  reckoned  too  favour 
ably  of  human  nature,  and  it  was  not  with 
out  a  mixture   of  honest    indignation  an< 
surprise,  that  I  found  within  the  walls  o 
this  house,   not  only   surmises   as  to   thi 
motives   that  stimulated  me  to  stand  for'.l 
as  the  accuser  of  lord  Wellestey,  notonlj 
these  motives  been  misrepresented 
others   assigned,   as  ungenerous  ant 
despicable  aj   they  are   unjust  and  untrue 
No  sooner,  did   1  repel  the  insinuation  tha' 
any  manner  or   form  connectec 
with  the  nabob  of  Oude  or  with  any  poteu- 
he   peninsula  of  India,  and  ap- 
pealed to  the  noble  lord  (Wellesley)  him- 
self for  the  truth  of  the  fact,  than  it  was 
asserted  I  must  have  been  injured  by  thai 
ible.lord,  who  must  have  thwarted  some 
heme  of  my  ambition  or  interposed  be- 
tween  me  and  the  attainment  of  some  fa- 
vourite object.    Now,  sir,  for  the  last  time, 
I  repeat  in  this  house,  that  to  lord  Welles- 
ley  I  have  not   nor  never  had,  any  senti- 
ment of  animosity  personally,  except  thai 
proceeding  from  the  detestation  of  his  con- 
duct and  principles,  and  it  so  happens  from 
an  extraordinary   circumstance,    that  my 
character   and    the   independence  of  my 
principles  are  belter  known  to  lord  Wel- 
lesley  and  his  private  secretary,  than  to 
any  other  men  in  existence;  and  if  I  felt 
a  necessity  of  bringing  anv  man  to  this  bar 
to  vouch  for  them,  it  would   be  that  noble 
lord  himself.     On    this   subject  I  beg  the 
ible  lord  under  me  (lord  Temple)  not  to 
force  me  lo  be  more  explicit,  for  if  that 
noble    lord   does  not  already  know   it,  I 
could   to   him  even   (prejudiced   as   he  is) 
'  unfold  a  tale,'  and  to  the  house  that  would 
insure  me  the  support  and  approbation  of 
every    libera)   mind    in   the   kingdom,   but 
with   the  declaration  I   have  made,  I  shall 
rest  satisfied   tor   the  present,  disclaiming 
a:  1  again  do,  any  motives  but  those  of  a 
public  nature  for  my  conduct  to  lord  Wel- 
lesley. — Last  night  an  hou.  gent,  opposito 
to  me  (Mr.  Johnstone)  whom  1  am  happy 
to  see  in  his  place,  made  a  declaration  that 
certainly  excited  my  utmost  astonishment. 
The  annals  of  parliament  and  the  voice  of 
the  country  fully  establish   the   fact,   that 
that  gentleman  was  the  original  accuser  of 
mylord\V(rllesley,and  although  1  certainly 
impute  no  improper  motives  to  this  seeming 
dereliction  of  sentiment  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.  gent,  still  I  must  certainly  state  Ihii 
ai  one  of  the  many  unaccountable  circumW 
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•lances  that  have  attended  the  investigation 
of  the  conduct  of  lord  Wellesley.— The  hon. 
fent.  with  whom  I  spent  many  of  the  hap- 
piest years  of  my  lite,  certainly  never  sti- 
mulated roe  to  accuse  my  lord  Wellesley, 
but  as  to  the  opinion  of  his  guilty  conduct 
there  never  was  a  difference  of  sentiment 
between  us*   It  is  true,  the  hon.  gent,  and 
»y self  are  not  on  those  terms  of  intimacy 
and  friendship  we  once  felt  for  each  other. 
We  have  differed  however  on  no  political 
sentiment,  or  on  account  of  any  tiling  con- 
nected with  lord   Wellesley ;  still   I  think 
it  would  have  been  hut  candid  and  fair  in 
the  hon/  gent,  to  have  stated  to  me  ex- 
plicitly that  he  meant  to  lay  on  his  oars 
and  to  take  the  safe  course  he  has  adopted. 
The  papers  however  he  moved  for  last 
•ttight,  bring  before  the  public  "  cause  and 
*fiectf"  and  having  established  by  his  re- 
.probation  of  eight  treaties,  the  pernicious 
jysteui  of   lord  Wellesley,   he  has  done 
aiore  service  to  the  cause  of  justice  and  to 
jne  thau  any  support  he  could  have  be- 
stowed  in  bringing  to  conviction  this  am- 
fcitious  and  misguided  nobleman.— But  a 
.declaration  made  by  a  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
secretary  Fox)  is  of  an  importance  that 
cannot  escape  without  some  most  serious 
^observation.     My  respect,  my  esteem,  my 
veneration  for  that  revered,  enlightened, 
And  highly  respected  character,  make  me 
tfie  more  deeply  deplore  his  declaration 
of  last  night — he  has  stated  all  idea  of  re- 
trospect to  be  out  of  the  question.     Where 
then,,  are  we  to  look  for  a  change  of  system, 
.where  is  our  fast  hold  on  sir  George  Bar- 
low, or  any   other  Indian  governor,   if  a 
solemn  enquiry  is  not  instituted  ?     I  pre- 
«un*e  to  say  that  the  declaration  of  that 
truly  great  character  has  damped  the  spi- 
rit of  every  frieud  of  freedom,  and  every 
friend  of  justice.  What,  said  the  hon.  gent, 
was  the  pale,  emaciated,  worn-out  frame 
of  Mr.  Hastings  dragged  to  the  bar  for 
vengeance  by   political  opponents  or  for 
.example !     Now  the  right  hon.  gent*  has 
.eaid— (here  Mr.  Paull  was  reminded  by  the 
speaker  that  be  was  not  quite  in  order  in 
noticing  to   the  house  what  passed  on  a 
jbrmer  debate)  the  hon.  gent,  bowed  and 
.proceeded  to  the  statement  of  the  charge 
he  had  given  notice  of. — I  shall  proceed, 
;said  he,  to  lay  the  grounds  for  the  charge 
I  mean  to  bring  against  lord  Wellesley, 
and'  if  I  abstain  from  any  terms  on  this 
stage  of  the  business  that  can  be  consi- 
dered as  objectionable  by  any  man,  it  will 
jnot  be  out  q£  compliment  to  the  delicate 


ears  and  fine  feelings  of  a  rigto 
(Mr.  H.  Addington)  who  on  w 
sioQ  volunteered  a  good  deal 
not,  sir,  out  of  any  dread  of  tt 
sion  of  the  noble  lord  (Temple 
who  is  so  ready  oft  every  < 
throw  the  broad  shield  of  hit 
and  that  of  his  family  over  thi 
nor-general  of  India.— To  tin 
of  Mulrah  and  Agrah  on  th< 
of  Hindostan  is  a  native  princi 
Rajah  of  Bhurtpore,and  tbougl 
of  that  name  has  not  yet  foi 
into  the  map,  both  his  own  na 
of  his  citadel  will  be  rememb 
annals  of  India,  of  the  British 
in  the  annals  of  the  English  arn 
battle  of  Placey,  of  Delhi,  at 
shall  fail  to  excite  interest  m 
history.— His  first  character 
tion  with  the  English  nation  . 
in  the  words  of  lord  Wellesley 
I  read  to  the  house  last  nig 
fatal  renowu  from  the  record! 
lant  but  unsuccessful  opponeni 
Previous  to  the  commenceme 
lities  against  Dowlat  Rat  Seine 
Rajah  of  Berar,  as  appears  fro 
of  lord  Wellesley  to  lord  Lake 
hatta  papers,  the  friendship  i 
of  this  chieftain  were  appreciat 
highest  importance,  and  lord  L 
structed  to  gain  them  at  any 
the  Caraatic,  Oude,  Furruskai 
Buudlechund,  Hyderabad,  9 
Rohillehund,  all  exemplified, 
is  the  span  between  a  treaty  and 
of  a  province ;  and  the  prince  o 
before  the  commencement  oi 
refused  on  any  terms  or  on  anj 
have  any  connection  with  the 
company.— On  the  4th  of  Sept 
Lake  carried  the  Fort  of  Alle  i 
sault,  and  the  faithless,  unprii 
render  of  Perron  the  French 
Scindia,  in  the  Douaob  and  tJ 
Delhi,  brought  the  victorious 
his  gallant  army  into  the  count 
pore.  Promises  and  threats 
nately  held  out,  and  in  an  ev 
hitherto  happy,  highly  respect 
tun  ate  prince  signed  the  tre 
read  to  the  house.  A  fortunat 
of  events  subdued  for  a  time  1 
Scindia,  and  the  other  coufede 
tains  who  purchased  a  peace,  bj 
der  of  their  most  valuable  pro 
a  very  short  time  however,  Hoi 
ed  in  the  field  with  an  army  d 
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B,  and  hi  his  approach  to  invade 
th«  Bmisli  dominions,  he  reached  Bhurt- 
pure,  to  which  it  is  now  said  he  was  inviter 
to  the  once  respectable.  Bud  highly  esteera- 
H,  but  now  the  treacherous  and  contempt- 
lUe  character  the  Ilajah  of  that  country, 
I  trust  the  gentlemen  of  this  bouse  have 
nut  on*  set  of  principles  and  morality 
&>i  England,  and  one  lor  India,  which  how- 
Tver,  i  very  much  suspect  Ihey  have ;  there- 
lorr  admitting,  which  however  is  not  y. 
pfuvrri, ihtit  the  moment  this  prince became 
toimvcted  with  England,  lie,  belying 
Winer  character,  tarnished  all  the  act 
impost  life,  that  he  became-  the  most  | 
Ihgelc,  perjured,  ubaudoued,  treacherous 
an-ich  that  be  is  represented  tu  have  be- 
'■■:..(■.  will  even  Mutt  conduct  excuse  ii 
India,  n  war  of  HingHtlira  and  an  ignomi- 
Moua  peace  1  I  answer,  sir,  no;  but,  be 
tiic  itiyiili's  character  what  it  may,  be  his 
innuei  character  true  or  false,  he  his  trea- 
chery rent  or  fictitious,  that  llolkar  obtati 
•d  supplies  and  assistance  ill  the  Bburtpoi 
readily  admit,  and  the  noble 
(Temple)  may  make  the  most  of  the 
a  short  space,  however, 
was  defeated  and  his  forces  dis- 
and  it  was  then  that  lord  Welleslev 
an  act  of  singular  and  most 
snrujuinarv  vengeance,  and  uilhoutexample 
tnancientor  modern  times-  unless  in  th 
cent  instance  of  lluunaparte  to  the  ill-fated 
king  of  Naples  ;  who,  loo,  is  accused  by 
the  French  emperor  of  treachery  and  tbul 
pUy  !  Now,  sir,  the  conduct  of  Naples  is 
exactly  in  point.  The  king  made  a  treaty, 
broke  it,  and  invited  the  English  and  llus- 
iiuis  to  come  into  his  dominions,  and  to 
lid  him  against  France  ;  so  did  the  prince 
ot  Rburtpore  to  Holkar,  it  is  alleged  :  hut 
w.U  any  Englishman  sav  that  thecond 
af  either  merited  extermination  and  ru 
ft  is  said  too,  that  llie  llajah's  trot  _ 
tamed  upon  our  own  forces  and  joined  the 
enemy.  Let  the  noble  lord  (Temple)  avail 
lumelfof  this  further  admission,  and  it  will 
■aly  prove,  that  lord  Wellesley's  system  has 
imo  Unionized  the  nature  of  the  mild  Ilin- 
i.-j  sad  excited  a  thirst  for  blood,  un- 
known before.  1  admit  the  fact,  1  believe 
it.  and  that  Hindoo  and  Mussulman,  that 
*.',  ranks  of  the  natives,  all  casts,  all  condi- 
Wnt,  are  ripe  for  revolt  and  vengeance,  a- 
gWK  their  oppressors.  Lord  Cornwallig 
OMfeues  Die  fact,  though  in  milder  terms, 
tad  U  recover  what  however  is  lost  for  ever, 

tras  willing  to  surrender  all  hut  our  ho- 
■  '.     Instead  of  endeavouring  to  reclaim 


this  guilty  and  infatuated  prirrfo,  a-  he  n 
represented,  whose  alliance  lord  WeUesley 
bad  courted,  and  whose  character and  ex- 
ample on  other  powers  a  few  fleeting 
months  lieiore  he  rated  and  stated  so  high- 
ly,  instead  of  manifesting  to  the  minds  of 
irritated  India,  tliat  mercy,  forbearance, 
magnanimity  and  justiee,  were  the  charac- 
teristics of  a  Christian  governor,  lord 
Wellesley  determined  on  extermination 
and  vengeance,  and  lord  Lake  was  ordered 
tu  advance  for  the  easy  annihilation,  ai  it 
was  supposed,  of  his  seemingly  unequal  op* 
poneut !  No  terms  short  of  unconditional 
surrender  being  pruposed,  this  prinoe  d»- 
termined  to  repel  the  assailants  or  to  bury 
himself  and  his  family  and  friends  in  on* 
common  ruin. — The  account  of  the  d#* 
it  re  nt  assaults  made  by  lord  Lake  and  the 
ri liferent  overtures  made  by  the  Rajah  it 
is  unnecessary  to  state,  but  the  particulars 
of  the  sanguinary  assault  on  the  33d  of 
February  after  the  British  army  had  been 
01  days  before  It  hurt  pure,  I  shall  read  to  the 
house,  (here  the  hon.  gent,  read  lord  Lake'* 
accounts  of  the  +  assaults) — On  the  108th 
day  after  the  commencement  of  the  siege 
on  the  9th  of  April  I80S,  six  weeks  after 
the  last  assault,  lord  Lake  after  a  loss  of 
4000  of  our  best  trodpa,  and  116"  of  our 
best  and  most  gallant  officers,  concluded  * 
shameful  and  disgraceful  peace,  with,  an 
be  is  represented,  this  abandoned,  faithless 
and  profligate  prince,  under  the  wulls  of 
that  fort,  where  bad  withered  the  laurels 
ur  brave  troops,  and  when  the  reputa- 
tion of  our  gallant  army  was  completely 
unnecessarily  sacrificed.  For  having 
thus  tarnished  the  British  name  and  cha- 
racter, for  the  waste  ol  blood  and  reputation 
occasioned  bv  this  s-LitiiMiiiisiry  war  of  venge- 
!,  I  accuse  lord  Wellesley,  and  to  lay  the 
inds  for  a  clKir^e  oi  hi^h  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanours, I  shall  conclude,  sir,  with 
ing,  "  1.  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
house,  a  Copy  ofaTreatv  concluded  by  gene- 
ral Lake  (now  lord  Lake)  commander  in 
chief  of  the  Ibrces,  and  afterwards  ratified 
by  marquis  Wellesley,  fate  governor  gene- 
ral of  India,  and  a  prince  of  Hiudostan, 
called  the  Itajah  of  Bhurtpore,  dated  the 
29th  Sept.  1803.  2.  Copies  of  all  appli- 
cations from  the  Bengal  govt.,  or  those 
: ting  under  its  authuritv,  demanding  ex- 
planation and  .■■ali-l'.ictiijii  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  hostilities,  and  the  an- 
swers to  such  applications.  3.  A  Copy  of 
.be  declaration  of  war  againit  tliat  prince, 
i.  A  Copy  of  all  letters  from  lord  Lake, 


'•.  .. .  -a  ..^ic.m.iticuiiun 

....  ,    .:  _.  .    i_i:A;ucii  by  the 

..    -.!.-      .  !:-:-»  :roai  tee  Bburt- 
'..;_..    .      .'.  .'■■.  .i.s  of  all  overtures 

..c      .  .        ...   ..    ...::t  by  [lie  Churtpore 

'.... ...    -::...r^  i_.']umaader  in  chief, 

.  i...  .  ..*;„!«*.     r.Copiesof  the  returns 

. .  .'-.  k..  c<,  nouiuled,  and  missing,  iu  the 
-_,.*»  ..sj^ijl:-  made  to  storm  the  fortress 
. .  '.i^..;t-tvre,  together  with  the  casualties 
..  ,'jx  siury  during  the  siege;  and  the 
.•.-udibuicatjuus  made  publicly  and  pri- 
»*o,;v  by  lord  Laic-  ou  these  occasions  to 
_M  Ueuga)  govt.  8.  Copy  of  the  treaty  of 
ivjuv  between  the  Bengal  govt,  and  the 
pxince  of  Bburtpore,  with  the  communica- 
tions made  on  that  event  to  the  court  of 
directors,  or  select  commit  ice,  on  that  oc- 

Lord  Temple  observed,  that  the  narrow 
ground  on  which  the  hon.  gent,  had  pro- 
ceeded, hjad  made  it  ait  easy  thing  to  an- 
swer him  ;  but  when  he  had  brought  for- 
ward charges  as  they  were  called,  against 
so  considerable,  and  so  meritorious  a  cha- 
racter, as  that  of  the  marquis  Wellesley ,  he 
should  have  stated  the  grounds  on  which 
they  were  to  be  founded  ;  and  he  should 
also  have  taken  the  trouble  of  perusing 
those  papers,  which  he  said,  would  sub- 
stantiate them,  before  he  made  those  char- 
ges ;  if  he  had,  the  noble  lord  said  he  would 
venture  to  assert,  it  would  have  convinced 
the  lion,  member  of  the  impropriety  ol  bis 
conduct.  That  he  had  not  taken  this 
course,  was  to  be  lamented,  on  account  of 
what  was  due  to  the  house,  as  well  as  to 
the  noble  marquis  ;  for  he 
to  assert,  without  the  least 
diction,  that  when  all  the  papers  which  had 
been  called  lor  should  appear  upon  the  ta- 
ble, and  came  to  tell  their  own  story,  there 
would  be  found  not  the  least  pretence  for 
charging  the  noble  marquis  with  any  mis- 
conduct ;  on  the  contrary  he  would  de- 
serve praise.  He  hoped,  therefore  ' 
all  the  papers  would  be  granted,  »■ 
there  was  no  formal  objection  to  »- 
duction,  and  he  was  not  aware ' 
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".-leai  it  would  appear,  that  the  i 
.«0T  was  so  tar  Iron)  waging  i 
j.iii  of  Bhurtpore  a  war  of  ex 
or  having  a  thirst  of  blood,  tha 
led  himself  with  a  forbearano 
ration  to  which  that  prince  was 
entitled.  It  was  said  that  tl 
peace,  a  copy  of  which  was  no- 
was  presented  to  the  Rajah  at 
the  bayunct.  This  assertion  i 
be  completely  refuted  when  tt 
peared  upon  the  table  ;  for 
prove  that  at  the  breaking  out 
with  Holkar,  in  1803,  the  Raj 
a  desire  to  unit*  with  the  Brh 
and  a  treaty  was  entered  upc 
early  in  the  year  1 803,  and  cc 
ratified  in  the  following  Septe 
hon.  member  had  alluded  to 
articles  of  that  treaty :  he  wo 
there  was  a  fourth,  which  was  i 
tracting  parties  should  afford  I 
the  aid  of  troops  in  the  event 
sion  of  their  territories.  Thi 
agreed  upon  between  lord  W 
the  Kajah  of  Bhurtpore,  and  h 
nish  a  considerable  force  o 
act  in  conjunction  with  the  B 
which  the  British  govern n* 
themselves  justified  in  making 
territory  to  the  Rajah,  giving  h 
equal  to  one  third  of  all  his  ow' 
this  looked  like  a  treaty  fore 
Rajah  at  the  point  of  tbebayor 
might  judge  when  the  papers 
it.  When  the  war  with  Hoik 
in  the  month  of  March,  a  col 
was  detected  between  the  Raj 
pore  aud  Holkar,  which  had  : 
the  overthrow  of  the  British 
driving  the  British  entirely  frt 
which  plan  the  Rajah  was  to 
siderable  concern.  A  copy  c 
spondence  was  sent  to  lord  Wei 
and  yet  this  noble  lord,  who  v, 
a  person  seeking  blood  and  t» 
of  extermination,  would  be  f 
observed  a  moderation  and  h 
most  remarkable,  for  by  soirji 
re spon deuce  now  called  for, 
pear,  that  the  noble  marqui 
this  detection  of  the  treachery 
did  not  allow  him  to  be  pun 
deriug  that  lie  was  in  tbe  ban 
but  ordered  that  those  w 
'his  act  of  perfidy,  wbensvfl 
■bed  ii 
'he  Rajah,  t 
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toiiguided  and  deceived  by  wicked  councils, 
apd  therefore  ordered  that  no  punishment 
should  fall  on  him;  consequently  he  di- 
rected lord.  Lake  to  endeavour  to  discover 
who  the  advisers  of  the  Rajah  were,  but 
Dot  to  punish  him  in  any  respect ;  to  warn 
him,  however,  of  what  he  was  about ;  to 
tell  him  it  was  not  the  wish  of  the  East- 
India  company  to  interfere  with  his  terri- 
tory or  his  concerns ;  but  to  call  on  him 
to  dismiss  the  agents  who  had  so  misguided 
him.    This  was  another  of  the  proofs  of 
the  war  of  extermination,  which  the  hon. 
gent,  imputed  to  marquis  Wellesley.     My 
lord  Lake  acted  on  his  instructions  and 
kft  directions  with  gen.  Frazer  to  abide  by 
the  same  line  of  conduct,  not  to  attack 
the  Rajah  of  Bhurtpore,  or  bring  on  a  war 
with  him,  but  if  attacked,  to  resist ;  but  the 
Rajah  cut  the  matter  short,  for,  not  con- 
tent with  his  correspondence  with  the  ene- 
my, he  himself  began  the  war,  and  com- 
meuced  an  attack  upon  us.     The  first  di- 
rect act  of  hostility  was  committed  on  the 
part  of  the  P».ajah,  whose  fortress  of  Deeg 
afforded  a  protection   to   the  remains  of 
Holkar's  army,  and  fired  upon  the  British 
troops,  which  enabled  Holkar  to  carry  off 
t great  part  of  his  army,  and  place  his  ar- 
tillery in  that  fortress.     After  the  fort  of 
Deeg  was  taken,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
several  unsuccessful  attacks  on  Bhurtpore, 
the  Raiah  at  last  came  to  his  senses,  and 
was  glad  to  conclude  a  peace,  by  which  he 
agreed  to  pay  to  the  company  20  lacks  of 
rupees  in  4  years,  and  the  company  gua- 
ranteed him  his  territories.     He  was  also 
bound  to  keep  no  Frenchmen  or  Europeans 
ifl  his  army.     On  these  conditions,  the 
conquered  countries,  and  even  the  fort  of 
Deeg  itself,  had  been  since  restored  to  him. 
In  all  these  transactions,  he  could  perceive 
aothiug  of  that  implacable  vengeance  which 
was  imputed  by  the  hon.  member  to  the 
noble  marquis.     His  lordship  said,  it  was 
not  then  the  time  for  him  to  go  further 
into  this  subject ;  he  wished  to  wait  till  the 
papers  in  question  should  be  laid  upon  the 
table,  as  they  would  not  only  support  the 
itatemeut  he  had  made,  but  display  the 
conduct  of  the  noble  marquis  to  have  been 
moderate  and  forbearing  in  the  highest 
degree* 

Mr.  Paull  said,  he  had  quoted  the  treaty 
inch  as  he  found  it  in  the  Mahratta  papers, 
and  sent  home  by  lord  Wellesley,  and  could 
tot  be  accused  of  a  want  of  fairness  in  not 
reading  what  really  bad  never  been  given 
to  the  house. 
Vol.  VI. 


Mr.  Johnstone  said,  he  was  sorry  that  it 
had  been  thought  worth  while  to  advert  to 
any  thing  that  had  passed  between  himself 
and  the  hon.  mover;  and  he  would  have 
said  nothing  about  the  matter,  had  it  not 
been  that  his  silence  •  might  lead  the  house 
to  imagine  that  he  really  had  encouraged 
the  hon.  gent,  in  his  proceedings  in  tnis 
business.  In  fact,  he  had  dissuaded  him 
from  becoming  a  candidate  for  that,  of  which 
he  (Mr.  J.)  was  set  down  as  the  represen. 
tative,  and  afterwards  from  following  up 
these  charges.  He  did  not  say,  however, 
that  these  were  fundamentally  wrong,  but 
he  thought  this  proceeding,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  inexpedient;  both  as  far  as 
regarded  the  hon.  gent,  and  himself.  His 
own  reasons  for  not  coming  forward  with 
any  such  charges  were,  first,  the  impossibi- 
lity which  he  foresaw  of  procuring  redress, 
for  the  wrongs  of  a  prince  of  India  (the 
nabob  of  On de),  to  whom  he  was  much 
attached,  which  attachment,  perhaps,  ren- 
dered him  incapable  of  conducting  the 
affair  with  impartiality;  2dly,  the  suspi- 
cions that  might  arise,  that  be  could  not 
judge  fairly  and  candidly  in  the  case  of 
lord  Wellesley ;  and  3dly,  the  treachery 
of  which  the  Rajah  of  Bhurtpore  had  been 
guilty,  almost  to  an  unparalleled  extent. 
He  did  not  deny  this,  but  he  asked,  where 
was  the  wisdom  or  policy  of  making  a 
treaty  with  this  very  person  on  whom  no 
dependence  whatever  could  be  placed  f 
How  came  the  ceded  fortresses  and  the 
money  to  be  returned  ?  It  was  because  lord 
Cornwall  is  saw  the  futility  of  such  treaties, 
and  was  resolved  to  abandon  them,  if  pos- 
sible. He  gave  up  their  lands,  he  gave  up 
their  money,  he  would  give  up  eny  thing 
to  such  persons,  provided  they  would 
agree  not  to  burthen  us  with  their  friend* 
ship. 

Mr.  Hiley  Addington  said,  that  as  the 
hon.  mover,  in  anticipating  the  contents  of 
the  papers  for  which  he  moved,  had  made 
his  assertions  pretty  sturdily,  he  was  not 
sorry  to  hear  from  his  noble  friend  (lord 

I  Temple)  assertions  of  a  contrary  nature  as 
sturdily  and  at  least  as  roundly  delivered. 
He  must  allow  that  the  hon.  mover  had 
bad  tne  candour  to  distribute  among  the 
members  of  the  board  of  controul,  a  num- 
ber of  papers  respecting  which  he  moved  ; 
but  from  the  great  mass  of  them,  they  bad 
not  had  time  to  profit  by  this  candour.  He 
should,  however,  individually,  as  an  hum- 
ble member  of  the  board  of  controul,  say, 
that  he  saw  no  objections  to  granting  the 
Ee 
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papers;  his  private  feelings  would  rather 
induce  him  to  second  the  motion  than  to 
oppose  it,  for  he  felt  convinced,  that  when 
the  papers  were  produced,  they  would  ex- 
hibit a  great  many  amiable  qualities  in  the 
character  of  lord  Wellesley,  which  many 
gentlemen  were  then  unwilling  to  give  him 
credit  for.  They  would  shew,  that  to  this 
very  rajah  he  had*  exercised  an  extraor- 
dinary forbearance,  and  an  unexampled 
moderation.  Without  meaning  to  oppose 
the  motion,  he  should  just  observe,  that  he 
doubted  whether  a  sufficient  parliamentary 
ground  had  been  assigned  for  it.  It  did 
not  appear  to  him  proper,  that  any  member 
should  move  for  a  vast  mass  of  papers 
merely  to  fish  out  some  cause  of  complaint 
which  they  did  not  know  of  before.  As 
for  the  declaration  of  hostilities  against  the 
rajah,  no  such  paper  did  exist :  there  never 
was  a  declaration  of  hostilities,  but  the 
"war  began  by  the  cannon  of  the  Fort  of 
Deeg  firing  upon  the  British  army,  and 
protecting  the  retreat  of  Holkar.  It  was 
at  a  time  when  the  rajah  was  writing  the 
most  friendly  letters  to  lord  Wellesley,  and 
saying  in  the  oriental  cant,  "  make  me 
happy  by  your  letters,"  that  he  was  con- 
spiring with  the  enemies  of  the  company, 
to  expel  the  British  from  India.  Nothing 
would  be  more  demonstrable  and  unequi- 
vocal than  the  perfidy  of  this  rajah,  whom 
the  hon.  mover  now  extolled  so  highly. 
As  soon  as  we  had  met  a  disaster  under 
col.  Monson,  this  faithless  prince  chose 
that  moment  not  only  to  violate  his  trea- 
ties, but  to  conspire  the  utter  destruction 
of  that  power  -  for  which  he  professed  so 
much  friendship,  and  to  which  he  owed  so 
much  obligation.  The  manner  in  which 
the  governor-general  gained  information 
of  his  treachery,  was  most  unquestionable. 
A  confidential  agent  of  his  at  Matiirah  first 
informed  the  British  resident  of  it,  and 
about  a  week  afterwards  a  vakeel  was  taken, 
with  the  correspondence,  which  went  to 
the  whole  extent  that  had  been  stated. 
Notwithstanding  this  certain  information 
of  the  treachery  of  this  prince,  lord  Wel- 
lesley was  still  inclined  to  impute  it  to  in- 
triguers and  evil  advisers,  and  did  not  give 
directions  to  go  to  war  with  him  for  above 
eight  months  afterwards,  and  not  until  ac- 
tual hostilities  had  been  committed  on  the 
part  of  that  prince  against  our  troops,  who 
were  pursuing  .Holkar  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of. the  Fort  of  Deeg.  He  concluded, 
by  declaring  that,  in  his  opinion,  no  blame 
could  attach  to  lord  Wellesley  for  the  fai- 
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lure  of  the  treaty  which  be  hac 
to  which,  doubtless,  he  wished 

Mr.  Pgull  decidedly  affirm 
had  once  experienced  an  act  of 
lord  Wellesley,  but  never  an  a 
that  in  India,  his  situation  hac 
that  the  smiles  of  lord  Wei 
not  benefit  him,  that  his  frow 
of  no  detriment. 

Mr.  Wellesley  Pole  said,  he  i 
to  take  any  share  in  the  discu 
subject ;  he  had  only  to  say,  tt 
marquis,  and  all  those  who  wei 
with  him,  had  but  one  wish,  i 
that  the  whole  of  his  conduc 
examined  as  closely  as  possil 
whole  system  of  the  govern m 
under  his  direction  canvassed  w 
which  reasons  he  trusted  there 
objection  t©  granting  these  papc 
which  he  intended  to  move  f« 
their  production  would  not  be  i 
to  the  board.  Anxious  as  h< 
ever,  for  the  production  of  1 
for  the  purpose  of  preparing  : 
sion  which  he  wished  to  pron 
so  much  regard  for  the  regu 
proceedings  of  parliament,  th 
not  persist  in  asking  for  them, 
to  grant  them.  He  was  confk 
more  the  conduct  of  the  noble 
examined,  the  more  it  would  t 
but  should  the  house,  upon  ei 
another  opinion,  of  which  he 
most  distant  idea,  neither  he  n 
person  would  attempt  to  sere 
what  be  asked  for  the  noble 
this ;  that  the  nature  of  the 
exhibited  against  him  sbouk 
The  hon.  member  had  this  d 
tice  of  laying  ground  before  1 
Friday,  of  some  fres*h  charge 
marquis  Wellesley.  The  nobl 
him  had  asked  what  that  cha 
which  the  hon.  gent,  had  givei 
He  begged  leave  to  request  t 
member  would  now  declare  whi 
was  he  meant  to  make  on  Frid 
did  not  state  that,  how  could  I 
who  took  the  most  immediafc 
the  discussion,  know  what  the 
to  meet  ?  He  could  not  conce 
difficulty  could  occur  in  givio 
mat  ion.  What  was  to  be  the 
those  who  were  most  directlyi 
the  character  of  the  noble  mai 
were  to  come  down  to  the  hoii 
day,  to  hear  an  attack,  withoi 
pared  to  meet  it  r  He,  trustee 
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Wuld  feel  that  he  was  not  asking  any  thing 
unreasonable.  It  would  have  been  impes- 
■bie  for  the  house  10  have  been  prepared 
for  the  exhibition  the  bon.  gent,  had  been 
pleated  to  make  thut  night,  if  they  had  not 
kid  wni";  previous  intimation  of  what  it 
na  he  intended  to  bring  forward.  It  was, 
therefore, .  equally  impossible  that  they 
Would  be  prepared  for  Friday,  unless  (he 
ben.  gent,  would  let  them  know  what  charge 
it  WW  that  he  was  to  bring  forward  on  that 
Jiy.  As  for  the  case  of  bis  noble  relation 
be  committed  it  with  confidence  to  tin 
fcome,  dud  to  the  country. 

.Mr.  I'aitll  said,  the  house  would  do  [tin 
lie  justice  to  acknowledge  (hat  on  ever* 
■pBMB  be  was  ready  to  answer  any  ques- 
timi,  that  was  civilly  put  to  him;  that  he 
MiMed  to  answer  the  noble  lord  (Temple), 
■  betoould  always  do,  when  his  manner 
ad  node  of  putting  a  question  was  rude 
unproper.  To  the  relation  of  the  noble 
trd  (Wellcidey)  he  was  ready  to  say,  that 
next  charge  be  should  bring  forward, 
ior  the  assumption  of  the  rights  and 
J  the  nabob  of  Surat.   Theques- 

I   MM  was  then  put,  and   the  severul  papers 

I  «rn  granted. 

hol'SB  of  Loans. 
Wednuiby,  March  12. 
[MiNUTts.]    Lord  Walsingbam  present- 
ad  the  report   of  the  committee  appointed 
to  search  lor  precedents  of  the  proceedings 
af  the    house   in   cases   of   Impeachment j 
which  wii  ordered  to  be  printed.     A  short 
IMIC  nation  ensued   between  lords  Auck- 
land aod  tldou,   respecting  the  additional 
•tjcle  of  Irupeachnitut  against  lord  iVlel- 
I    tille.  a3  to  the  manner  in  winch  that  noble 
I    lotd  should   be  called  upon  to    answer; 
Much  ended  in  an  order  to  summon  their 
lordships  lor  to-morrow,  m  order  to  take 
acaame  into  consuleratir,ii. 

[WlTNES5T3J  LIABILITY    RlLL.]        Lord 

W»l*ii>ghaiii  reported  the  Declaratory  bill, 
■••ajenJiut'.'nii.  made  in  ahull  were  agreed 


Lord  El'loa,  in  order  to  save  the  excep- 
bh  which  existed  to  the  general  rule  laid 
l»"u  in  the  bill,  proposed  it  proviso,  the 
nt  part  of  which  enacts,  that  the  court 
.  repel  an  objection  made  by  a  wit- 
answer,  where  such  objection  is 
tpecieily  and  on  specific  grounds 
but  shall  decide  on  such  objection 
t  to  the  law  as  it  appears  to  them. 
iLattly  enacted,  that  a  witness  shall  not 
'■compellable  to    answer    any  question 


which  he  could  not  be  compelled  to  answer 
as  a  defendant,  in  a  court  of  equity,  on  a 
bill  being  tiled  against  him. 

Larl  Stanhope  objected  to  this  proviso, 
which,  lie  said,  instead  of  declaring  the  law, 
lelt  it  to  the  judges  of  each  court  to  decide 
what  was  law,  thereby,  instead  of  removing 
doubts,  rendering  those  doubts  more  doubt- 
ful. Hu  also  considered  the  clause  to  be 
unconstitutional,  in  as  much  as  it  sent  the 
judges  of  the  courts  of  common  law  to  the 
courts  of  equity  to  learn  by  what  law  they 
were  to  decide,  a  system  which  met  hii 
market!  condemnation. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  defended  the  clause 
which  lie  could  not  see  the  slightest  ob- 
jection. It  wits  perfectly  clear,  from  the 
opinions  of  the  judges,  that  there  were  ex- 
ceptions to  the  geueral  rule,  which  it  was 
iieceswry  to  provide  against,  With  respect 
to  courts  of  equity,  the  law  of  evidence  wu 
the  same  in  those  courts  as  in  the  courts  of 
law,  and  therefore  the  objection  upon  this 
head  fell  to  the  ground,  as  the  clause  merely 
directed  in  fact  that  the  lawa  of  evidence 
should  be  resorted  to.  Although  somewhat. 
?gular  in  referring  to  a  hill  of  the  noble 
Ts  (Stanhope)  now  on  the  table,  on  tins 
subject,  he  was  happy  to  concur  with  him 
one  part,  where,  notwithstanding  hie ob- 
jection yesterdayi  he  had  Inserted  the  word* 
"  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal."  The 
lords  spiritual  were  the  ministers  of  God 
and  of  religion,  and  it  being  thought  fit 
that  they  should  take  a  part  in  our  tem- 
poral concerns,  it  was  also  tit  that  Ihey 
*bould  have  the  precedence. 
'  Ettri  Stonftttjta  said  he  had  inserted  the 
vords  ''  the  lords  temporal  and  spiritual," 
but  that  the  printer  had  altered  them. 

Lord  Holland  notwithstanding  what  had 

been  said   by  his  noble  and  learned  friend 

'oelsack,  could   not   agree  in  the 

propriety   of  referring   the  judges   of  the 

urts  of  common  law  lo* courts  of  equity, 

learn  the  law  of  evidence.      He  had  too 

tith  veneration   for  the  common  law  of 

e  country  to  sanction  such  a  proceeding. 

Lord    E/dmi  contended   that    the   seven 

judges  who  had  answered  the  questions  in 

Use  affirmative   having  all  done   so  with   a 

variety  of  exceptions,  it  would  be,  in  fact, 

acting  contrary  to   that   opinion   if  a   law 

passed  enacting  a  geueral  rule  on  the 

subject  without  any  exception,  and  be  had 

hesitation  hi  saving,  that  wiihout  some 

:h  clause  as  thut  he  had  proposed,    the 

Declaratory    Hill   would  be   the     i  rat  eel 

nuisance  that  ever  existed ;  no  man's  pro. 
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perty  would  then  be  safe,  as  he  might  be 
compelled  to  answer  questions  which  might 
divest  him  of  all  title  to  his  estates.  As  to 
courts  of  equity,  their  lordships  would  re- 
collect that  the  judges  who  had  answered 
the  questions  in  the  affirmative,  had  all 
drawn  from  thence  the  grounds  of  those 
opinions. — The  clause  was  received  and 
added  to  the  bill. 

Earl  Stanhope,  still  considering  his  bill 
for  the  more  effectual  Discovery  of  Truth 
from  Witnesses  to  be  necessary,  moved  its 
second  reading,  observing,  however,  that 
he  should  move  in  the  committee  to  alter 
the  preamble,  and  make  it  a  bill  for  the 
better  protection  of  witnesses.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  bill,  he  stated,  was  to  prevent 
the  evidence  given  by  witnesses  from  be- 
ing afterwards  made  use  of  against  them- 
selves.— The  bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  committed  for  Friday. 

■ 

HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Wednesday  >  March  12. 
[Minutes.]     New  writs  were,  ordered 
for  the  borough  of  Lyme  Regis,    in  the 
room  of  the  hon.  T.  Fane,  who  had  accept- 
ed  the  Chiltern  hundreds ;  and   also    for 
the  borough  of  Queenbo rough,  in  the  room 
of  G.  P.  Moore,  esq.  who  had  accepted  the 
ofiice  of  steward  of  the  manor  of  East  Hen- 
dred.-— Mr.  Uolford  brought  up  the  report 
©rthe  commitiee  to  whom  the  petition  of 
the  Philanthropic  Society,  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  children  of  felons,  was  referred. 
In  pursuance  of  the  report,  he  moved  for, 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in,,  a  bill  for 
the  better  government  and  regulation  of 
that  society. — Mr.  VV.  Dundas  moved  for, 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in,  a  bill,  for 
the  further  continuance  of  an  act  which 
was  on  the  point  of  expiring,  for  the  se- 
curing a  more    expeditious    payment  of 
creditors  in  Scotland. — The  Irish  Clergy 
Residence  bill  passed  through  the  commit- 
tee.— rThe  bill  for  Allowing  the  Importa- 
tion of  Wool  from  the  British  colonies  in 
America,  was  read  a  second  time. — On 
the  motion  of  general  Tarleton,  the  ord- 
cauce  estimates,  presented'by  Mr.  Calcraft, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  members. — Mr.  Paull  moved  for,    a 
Copy  of  a  Protest,  dated  in  1803,  from  the 
then  chairman  of  the  court  of  directors, 
against  the  measures  pursued  in  Oude,  and 
which  led  to  the  treaty  of  1801 ,  and  which 
treaty  was  approved  of  by  the  secret  com- 
mittee, as  appears  from  their  minute  of  the 
19th  of  Nov.  now  before  the  house.  Ordered. 


[Woollen  Manufacture 
Bill.]  On  the  motion  of  lord 
house  went  into  a  committee 
Mr.  P.  Moore  said,  he  wou 
to  suspend  the  operation  of 
laws  respecting  the  woollen  mi 
against  those  violations  whi< 
hitherto  made,  but  be  must 
continuing  this  suspension  stil 
considered  that  the  violator! 
were  comparatively  few,  and 
passers  and  intruders  bore  bu 
portion  to  the  number  of  thoi 
the  trade.  In  opposing  them 
took  the  side  that  he  alwa' 
take,  that  of  the  mauy  agai 
Those  who  proposed  the  bill,  x 
country  members  who  were  i 
it,  he  considered  were  rathe 
part  of  the  few  against  the 
therefore  should  propose  a  cl 
this  bill  should  only  operat 
prosecutions  from  those  viol; 
existing  laws  which  had  a 
place,  but  should  not  prevent 
for  violations  which  might  b 
hereafter." 

Mr.  H.  Lascelles  said,  thi 
why  so  many  gentlemen  supp 
was,  that  it  had  become  e\ 
course  of  the  trade,  that  the 
many  of  those  very  old  acts  c 
would  be  at  present  inapplica 
ly  injurious  to  the  woollen 
lie  did  not  wish  absolutely  tc 
the  policy  of  those  old  acts, 
at  present  very  doubtful,  h 
would  be  the  best  way  for  tb 
into  a  committee,  when  they 
to  obtain  the  fullest  inform 
subject. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  thought  t 
gent.  (Mr.  Moore)  had  rath 
general  principles,  or  those  1 
with  them  a  show  of  popular 
spoken  of  the  interests  of  thi 
posed  to  those  of  the  few. 
he  was  convinced  that  the  int 
merce  and  of  trade,  were  the 
of  the  many  and  of  the  few. 
the  manufacturers  were  rail 
trade  went  well.  The  hon.  g 
appeared  to  him  to  be  mistal 
tinction  about  the  many  and 
the  fact  was,  that  there  we 
who  carried  on  manufacture* 
houses  and  in  a.  domestic  H 
considered  was  better  both  i 
for  the  morals  of  those  engaj 
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my  of  carrying  on  manufactures  where 

■  journeymen  are  employed  by  a  few 
in  in  large  manufactories.  He  de> 
i  that  he  hail  no  other  wish  upon  the 
ct,  tban  itmt  a  business  of  such 
ittce  should  be  fully  considered,  ami 
(be  best  resolution  might  be  taken 
U  ibe  most  mature  deliberation  c 

He  therefore  wished  that  the  bill 
Id  be  committed  early  in  the  sessic 
■us  sure  that  the  persons  engaged 
rude  would  have  lull  confidence  in  the 
and  attention  of  their  represeutal; 
ieir  true  interests. 
|  Broote  hoped  that  no  impedim 
id  lie  thrown   in    the   way  of  the  final 
lOW  "f  this  business,  which  had  be,  i 
■w<.  faan  beibre  the  house.     His  ob- 
™»*  to  promote  the  interests  of  ull 
.'i.    Hi    hoped  the  hou.  gent.  woulo 

■  d.'UIM. 

..',  tiiat  hektiew  the  w 

upon  lilts  subj 

■  lurers  from  ;; 

.     Whether  the  restrai 

■  i  in   by  those  old   acts 
|Jniw:>.t  Ihtgbl    be   taken   away  or  a 

I  .  i  ,  that  could  nol  he  decided 
BloU  seriouv  co  us  iteration,  and 
i  that  could  be  had. 
as  not  prepared  t( 
rtigrwtotlttcUn* 
■WMd.  Utich  a  clau.-i:  would  be  abso- 
Rfcridiiw  tlie.  question. 
fc»-P.  Moure  explained,  that  when  he 
(**ol'u]f  mi„,  ami  the  few,  he  eonsi- 
hm  much  mat  numerous  cla=s  o) 
HM&tturers,  whose  -petition  hepreseiitKd, 

■  ■'">  liad  been  watting  lor  veais :  he 
Jwili .  ;Vrit:tin  oftbe  employed agaiusi 
■Wpluver*.  The  firs;  class  were  011- 
£■»*»  lh*  decision  of  the  house;  flic 
wttkjs,  i:  he  fl.oui.Li,  was  not  hb  de- 
pi«'it.  lie  hoped  that  the  nisius- 
fci*o  Ihe  idoption  of  the  clause  he  had 
jj"»wl,  would  bring  them. to  agree  tu 
Jttttble  terms  with  [hose  in  their  em- 
ftntii:. 

•JMi/itr/ortF  said,  that,  by  this  ex- 
^•ttffl,  the  suspicion  he  had  entertained 
giwlited;  that  it  was  for  another  de- 
Jj^nof  rum  than  those  who  were  tlie 
%•  of  this  bill,  that  the  hon.  gent,  felt 
***»raily.— The  clause  was  then  rejected, 
^Wfemple  gave  notice,  that  he  should 
•ftWiyiittt  move  for  a  committee  to 
*"«  tie  state  of  the  woollen  mauuiac- 

[  iUttiiosr   Treating    Bill.]     Mr. 


Ttamtg  brought  up  a  bill  to  explain  and 
reader  more  effectual  an  act,  passed  in  the 
?th  of  William  III.  for  preventing  charge 
and  ex  pence  in  Elections  of  Members  to 
serve  in  Parliament.  The  bill  was  read  * 
lirst  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  then  said,  that  he  should 
move  tor  its  being  read  a  second  time  on 
Friday  se'nniJht,  unless  gentlemen  wished 
for  longer  lime  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  diirtt  Wished  thatalonger  day  should 
be  named.  As  for  himself,  he  approved 
entirely  of  the  principles  ol  ibe  bill,  and  of 
almost  all  ihe  observations  made  by  the 
bon.  nit-tuber  in  proposing  It;  but  as  it 
was  a  bill  that  went  to  make  a  materia) 
change  in  the  old  established  laws,  and  as 
several  gentlemen  inigbt  entertain  doubt*; 
■■ill'  :  a  ...■■■.:■:  i  .*.:i>.,  might  remove, 
lye  thought  it  would  be  better  to  allow  a 
longer  time  to  <  onsider  it. 

Mr.  Rase  did  not  consider  that  the  bill 
made  any  alteration  in  old  established  laws; 
he  thought  it  would  be  only  a  declaration 
of  what  was  actually  the  existing  law. — The 
question  was  then  put,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second   time  ou  Friday 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

T/nrrsday,  March  13. 
[Impeacument'of  Lord  Melville.] 
Lord  Auckland  culled  the  attention  of  their 
ifirrl:  hips  tu  the  farther  article  of  Impeach- 
ment against  lord  Melville,  with  respect  to 
which,  he  said,  the  lirst  impression  of  hit 
mind  was,  that  it  ought  to  be  received. 
He  was  plaii  that  the  house  hud  afterward* 
referred  it  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
search  fur  precedents  of  thetr  lordships* 
proceedings  m  cases  of  Impeachment,  at 
much  information  was  in  consequence  de- 
rived from  the  committee  on  the  subject, 
(Ic  would  not  now  trouble  the  house  with 
reanii  g  thK  report  of  the  committee,  but 
should  merely  refer  to  three  cases  which 
were  analogous  to  the  present.  The  1st 
was  the  cave  of  lord  Stafford  ;  tlie  2d  that 
ol'tl.e  lonl  nujor  of  London,  in  1643,  who, 
alter  putting  in  an  answer  to  articles  of 
Imf.cjcbnier.1,  alto  pleaded  to  further  ar- 
ticles, which  were  subsequently  sent  up 
from  tho  commons;  the  3d  case  was  that 
of  lord  Danhv,  in  which  it  was  expressly 
stat!  d,  that  dine  should  he  allowed  him  to 
plead  to  the  articles  of  impeachment  pre- 
ferred against  him,  or  to  any  further  arti- 
nhich  might  be  presented.  It  Was, 
therefore  clear  that  the  principle  of  calling 
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»pon  persons  impeached  to  answer  to  any 
further  articles  of  impeachment  which  might 
bo  sent  up  from  the  commons,  was  recog- 
nizee! by  precedent.  As  tu  wliat  would 
|mv«  been  the  effect  if  lord  Melville  had 
tittered  a  special  plea  to  the.  articles  first 
presented,  whether  he  could  then  be  called 
upon  to  answer  a  further  article,  he  would 
not  discuss  the  question,  it  not  being  before 
the  house,  the  plea  of  thut  noble  lord  ha- 
ving been  a  general  one  of  "  not  guilty." 
In  the  motion,  however,  which  he  intended 
to  make,  he  wished  to  give  lord  Melville 
the  opportunity  of  either  demurring  to  the 
further  article,  of  withdrawing  his  general 
plea  and  pleading  specially,  or  of  pleading 
generally  to  the  further  article.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving,  "  that  a  copy  or  the 
further  article  of  impeachment  be  commu- 
nicated to  lord  Melville,  and  that  he  do 
put  in  his  answer  io  the  same  6n  to-morrow 
fortnight."— Ordered.  The  further  article 
mas  also  ordered  to  be  printed. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday*  Mtzrch  13. 
[MiM'Tss.]  Mr.  Staiiniford  presented 
a  pennon  from  the  maltsters  of  Kmgston- 
m\>n-Hn1h  r ravine  to  be  relieved  from 
rerta'.n  cai'varrassiaenis  under  the  exist  in  ^ 
mah  laws.— -Mr.  \V.  Dundas  presented  the 
Sooich  Creel: t ok  bill,  which  was  read  a 
*i»t  time. — Mr.  W.  Keene  moved  that 
there  be  laii  before  the  hor.se  a  copv  of  the 

the 


be  employed  in  Great  Britai 
read  a  first  time. 

[Irish  Clergy  Rbsidbkc 
Duigrenan  moved  the  order  oft 
ing  into  a  committee  on  the  Iri 
sidence  bill ;  which  being  real 

Mr.  Graft  an  rose  to  expi 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  < 
not  now  persist  in  pushing  fbi 
through  the  house  with  so  n 
in  the  absence  of  gentlemen  fr 
try,  who  certainly  wished  to 
the  discussion  of  a  subject  oi 
portancc  to  the  clergy  of  Ir 
of  those  gentlemen  had  not 
London ;  others  were:  arrivec 
sent.  Several  of  them  had  i 
to  request  the  learned  doctc 
pone  the  committal  of  the  bil 
day  the  8th  of  Mav,  and  to  1 
ed  doctor  would  have  no  obj 

Dr.  Diugtnan  hoped  the  he 
be  so  good  as  to  give  him  soi 
he  wished  the  further  proa 
bill  to  be  postponed  to  so  disJ 
had  brought  the  bill  forward 
of  the  board  of  First  Fruit 
board  composed  of  the  lord  < 
three  chief  judges  of  the  oih 
manv  of  the  most  respects 
of  Ireland.  Bv  the  utvL^b 
t  hat  t  h  e  c  h  u  rch  of  Great  Brit 
should  thenceforth  be  ate  as 
ever.     The  present  ia*l   w 

mm  m 

cvmnr.ssaon    under    which   the    cu  m  mis-  <  s  trie  I  co^iorniixy  xotit&i  -n 
aioners  for  liquidating  the  deb:s  of  the  na- j  not  ccr.i&in  a  iin^k  rirJe 
boo  of  Aroo:  tcied.     Mr.  H.  Aii:citon|  tiiartei  fcv  the  tuh  vrticn  -ni 
kad  no  obiectiL-n  to  :be  rro--o::e::  o:  :ht ;  :n  the  45,=  cf  ibe  (ixm.  i:*r  * 
paper  :n  qaes Hon.  b::t  »a?::ss*( :i  ibe  pre*- j  5-.cr.2ce   of  the  CJerij  in 
pnttv  of  io*:p^i::r.i  ibe  njourn  ;::!  Mod-]  wh:ci  bill  had  unflf-pitf  1 
a*y.  *ben   the   ecu: .uirnet  moved  ior  tyi  iisccs-sos  is:  bolt  honsff 
2us  aoKe  inea  i    i,  L  o  rd  M  c  rpe  in \  »■ :  ■  ci  ^ ,-  ar.  i   tberrfewe  V  snot i i  b 
ba\e  this  bos??***  ful-y  be^r-.  :bt:r.  iz.i;  »h-i  ot^'jor*  :\vair.  rxhc 
rn-br^  tie  room  •**>.■■::  wxu'.i  o:  c:urse  L»e  j  r*:Vre  ;b*  boosf- 
fMV»^DO*^.     Mr.  Kt-cDc  ruaiLiiizri  ihi:  ::J      Mr.  G'retr.ct  at*"**™**,  i 
was  reocswrY  tr.it  ir-t  brut  *"x  Jiz  be  ir.   -.*cr?oc  vik.  rhfii  •  t».l"  ni"  ' 
rv«s*"ss-* s  r:  :ie  o^zizijssjjr.  be-:*"*  £:~i  ■  -n>:r  doc  01. t  uw  riurrrt 
Sl ur  r  rf  j-ocirurrre,     Tbf  =) :  c  rx.  b ■: ■ » e  rt  r.    Irt  -i.:  ■  1     r;. -^  :■:    :*     *»■  t.i  » u 
was  iKU'iUvvji — L^rd  C1"J^  :»:•;"»  A  r.--  sb:  ^ji  puss  :i.  riu  *nsi»n?i 
£-.-.r»    ruiJ  ve  jieaa  &  >£*  rzz-r  n.-z  r-Ls*e".*ij£.:.«eci   »l»;    ntirrauMr  jtbi 
— ~iTif  M.r^r_T  zriL  \l  I::.-  Fs.7  r_ .  Mi--  =.>:  ieei  4  HiauTr.*na.  ln^.Trs 
iiBi  S*it.*I"K.rL:5  tcl.  it-Lwi,  A:.;-itiis  -~}  s^n:*   fac-Citishnttm":  n   in 

aar£   ir-*j*  >H.":::*  Plt   :, -j^-:  li-rxii    »-■:«   r:a.ji   n,u    urtwih!*   i 

cvffix::^^  tiii  vf*^  cr^ir^i  1.:  :e  -*-  r-^i-Ti*  it  tm*:  twuar  unu}  M 
xw,rcft£rj^si.'rr-¥. — M.T.VtLf.:L.-*::<r:-_i.b:  ]f .;  was  mwi^r  u«r  lw  4 
st  a  :i-L  r«r  wctjt  --  r  tb*  a: :  l  :  z^n  4^1:  ;  i-rz&r  "^jsons  hr  mwr  ' 
iC-.l>*  f-XL,.  fCA:ii-:.r  1  a  nii.-«CT  :::  L:::rrrc  rfLji^aii'i  7/  wsswe**  nn 
ci  v^»f  sf-ri-iat  ;i  s.^  ta.*"  :"  i^r  rj^.T  1  :■:"■  :i:».:si  »-  r^f-it-*  ts'njt'  : 
i^"-^  as  txzmslzlt  "t  :itient-  z*EZSL.vix  ir   ar:u^«  i^uc  71  urouat 

I 
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doctor,  and  not  to  any  wish 

Ilis  first  additional  objection  then 

the  bill  had  not  yet  been  debated, 

lie  conceived  a  strong  objection. 

Ily,    Hie    statement   of  the  learned 

il|  that  this  bill  was  exuclly  word  (or 

same  with  the  act   which  hud 

it?  "sessions  ago,  for  enforcing  the 

of  the  English  clergy  ;   whereas 

circumstances   of   both  countries   flit 

>rtally  from  each  other,  tlm; 

neaturti   which    might   be  extremely 

atlit  hi  tin;  >-ne,  would  be  very  wrong' 

■'   oilier.     To  use  a  very  homely  Mini 

•Wild  be  like  the  case  of  a  taylor,  w! 

■itwrie-  11  gttrttMnt  exactly  tilting  one 

sWM  |wopow  it  lo  be  worn  by 

wboin   il   lilted    in   no    respect ; 

Ijthc  proposition  of  the  learned  doctor 

Wpose    regulations   on    the   Clergy  of 

which   were   locally  ami   circuni- 

adapted  only   lo   the   CI' 

was  rather  the  argument  0! 
than  that  of  a  profound  states- 
iny  pari  she?  of  Ireland  there 
srs  to  wbom  a  clergymi 
nd  therefore,  it  must  be 
unnecessary  to  enforce  the  reside! 
incumbent,  so  long  as  a  parish  ci 
*  be  so  circumstanced  ;  Dor  could 
;y  between  the  eases  of  both 
istily  the  necessity  of  sii 
,  upon  tills  ground.  The  h 
•J  doctor  had  mentioned  the  Irish  Board 
■"fmt  Fruits,  as  his  authority  for  bring' 
■J  forward  this  bill:  aboard,  certainly 
of  persons  to  whom  he  (Mr,  U.J 
Kd  lo  pay  every  degree  of  deference 
respect:  but  not  one  of  those  persons 
»  right  to  sit  or  vote  in  the  house  of 
-tenth'  tlieir  authority  in 
place  ought  to  have  no  deliberate  in. 
«•  The  learned  doctor,  by  possibility , 
IjhLe  extremely  right  in  brinying  for- 
tius bill :  he  would  not  at  this  moment 
that  part  of  the  discussion  :  he 
ly  to  give  the  teamed  doctor 
and  opportunity  lo  prove,  by  fair  ar- 
to  the  satisfaction  of  those  who 
?!  most  interested  in  the  bill,  that 
essary.  There  was  one 
t  least  be  understood  it  so,  that 
'  tbe  residence  of  tbe  clergvmeti  to 
mandate  of  the  bishop, 
t  could  not  exactly  approve  the 
t  of  enforcing  residence  for  just 
1  the  discretion  of  the  bishop 
1  it  fit  to  appoint.  Besides, 
1  of  this  discretion    might  te 


rendered  in  some  cases  extremely  oppres- 
sive: in  the  case,  for  instance,  of  an  oil 
clergyman,  who  might  be  induced  to  give 
his  vote  for  a  member  ol  parliament  at  an 
election,  contrary  to  the  mandate  of  hit 
diocesan.  If  there  were  auch  persons  a* 
political  bishops  in  Ireland,  be  would  not 
assume  to  say  there  were,  the  consequence 
of  such  an  act  oi  disobedience  might  be  to 
force  the  old  clergyman  to  a  residence  in 
a  parish,  where  he  had  no  glebe,  and  per- 
haps could  not  find  a  single  bouse  in  which 
he  could  live,  and  be  remote  from  his 
friends,  and  out  of  the  reach  of  every  com- 
fort or  accommodation.  At  present,  be 
did  not  wish  to  urge  any  thing  further;  but 
hoped  be  had  said  enough  to  convince  tbe 
house,  that  the  law  which  was  very  well 
calculated  to  operate  in  England,  might  be, 
in  many  instances,  quite  the  reverse  111  lie- 
land  ;  and  that  a  measure  calculated  to 
operate  in  Ireland,  was  entitled  to  some 
consideration  and  discussion  from  gentle- 
men who  must  have  the  most  knowledge 
and  experience  in  tbe  local  circumstance* 
of  that  country,  if  the  bill  for  a  similar  pur- 
pose in  this  country  bad  occupied,  for  » 
succession  of  days,  the  most  minute  atten- 
tion in  both  houses  of  parliament. 

Dr.  Duigttim  said,  that  if  the  bill  «m 
not  debated  on  the  2d  reading,  the  fault 
was  not  bis;  as  it  was  now  three  wee  kg 
since  it  was  introduced,  by  tbe  leave  of  the 
bouse,  and  bad  |>a=S'-«  th rough  its  previous 
■tages  without  tbe  slighesl  opposition  from 
the  bon.  gent.  If  there  was  not  a  full  at* 
tendance  of  Irish  members  in  that  house,  it 
could  not  be  owing  to  their  absence  from 
London;  for,  if  lie  was  well  informed,  out 
of  the  100  who  had  seats,  70  were  actually 
in  town ;  and  he  very  much  despaired  of  a 
greater  number  of  members  arriving  in 
London  efter  the  assises,  but  rather  sup- 
posed their  nnmbefa  would  diminish  in- 
stead of  increasing.  The  lion.  gent.  Lad 
been  pleased  to  compare  him  lo  a  bad  tay- 
lor ;  but  he  would  appeal  to  the  house  on 
the  propriety  of  the  comparison,  as  well  as 
Lhe  elegance  of  tbe  figure;  that  lie  ronld 
iee  no  reason  why  the  clergy  of  Ireland 
ihould  wear  tlieir  coats  differently  trimmed 
rom  those  of  England,  or  be  exempt  from 
iimilar  laws,  or  similar  restrictions,  to  en- 
force that  residence  to  which  they  wera 
sworn,  and  to  which  they  were  iiulispen- 
ibly  bound  by  law  and  duty.  In  spile  of 
ill  pretences  about  having  no  glebe  house* 
litre  was  not  a  parish  in  Ireland,  where 
be  clergyman  could  not  hud  a  convenient 
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Mr.  /o.f  a^retc  w.;;:  ho  lion,  friend  (Mr. 

..•:.%...»!  •      j   the  licctJSMtv   ui   postponing 

...  i-:**-   ;i^-.xu.^»  ou   this  bill,  not  only 

* i   uii  aLieuviance  ui  the  gentlemen  of 

:^\i.  v.  ^ic^.i  ue  present,  but  until  those 
i.  .'i-^^,  Mkao  v\tre  to  represent  the  Irish 
c.;,'iJK\i;  :n  thai  house,  should  be  in 
:»■».  Lu;o>,  and  be  able  to  give  their  opi- 
..  .;.>  ;uw chiii^  the  necessity  of  a  measure 
u.imi  he  should  conceive  to  be  amongst 
mm  ;u>i  objevU  of  their  enquiry,  upon  ex- 
.«*u.u;:i£  into  the  state  of  that  country.  At 
••uv  xuiue  time,  he  was  willing  to  allow,  that 
**>*;  .-.a.l  fallen  from  the  hon.  aud  learned 
gctU.  bad  certainly  some  weight.  But  yet 
lie  could  not  see  the  great  inconvenience 
i\i:  would  arise  from  passing  the  bill  in 
Mavt  if  it  was  fit  to  pass  it  at  all,  instead  of 
parting  it  now.  The  measure  surely  would 
»s>t  be  the  worse  for  more  mature  delibe- 
ration and  fair  discussion ;  and  from  the 
lane  of  the  year  at  which  this  house  had 
been  accustomed  to  break  up  for  the  season 
of  late  years,  he  could  see  no  danger  of  the 
bill  being  lost  by  the  delay  proposed  by 
bis  hon.  friend,  unless  the  hon.  and  learned 
gent,  was  apprehensive  that  the  bill  was 
such  an  one  that  it  could  not  pass  at  all, 
if  it  were  to  be  deliberately  considered. 

Dr.  Duigenan  persisting  in  his  motion, 
the  gallery  was  cleared  for  a  division,  but 
the  house,  after  some  further  discussion, 
did  not  divide;  and  it  was  agreed  to  post- 
pone the  committal  until  the  21st  of  April. 

HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

Friday,  March  14. 
[Minutes.]  The  bishop  of  Ossory  took 
the  oaths  and  his  seat. — Lord  Colling  wood's 
Annuity  bill  was  read  a  2d  time. — Mr. 
Alexander  brought  up  the  Irish  Sugar 
Drawback  bill,  the  Woollen  Manufacturers 
Penalty  Suspension  bill,  and  the  British  Su- 
gar Drawback  bill,  which  were  severally  read 
a  first  time.— The  Corn  Exportation  bill, 
the  Irish  Duties  bill,  the  Foreign  Troops 
bill*  the  Royal  Marine  Mutiuy  bill,  aud 


the  Greenland  Whale  Fishei 
through  committees  and  wer 
On  the  motion  of  lord  HolUi 
rafory  bill,  with  its  amend  a 
dered  to  be  printed. — Earl 
consequence  of  the  absence 
justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  \ 
stood  wished  to  be  present,  o 
meat  of  his  bill  for  the  Disco' 
moved  to  postpone  the  cc 
Monday,  which  was  agreed  t 


HOUSE    OF   COMMC 

Friday,  March  1- 
[Minutes.]     Lord  Stanli 
petition  from  the  Maltsters,  I 
rough  of  Preston,  praying  re 
tain  restrictions  imposed  by 
4-2d  of  the  king.— Mr.  Ale 
Treasury  presented  an  accc 
how  the  monies  voted  for 
the  year  1805  had  been  dispi 
their  several  heads,  so  far  as  n 
Britain. -»-A  person  from  tfo 
seum  presented  an  account  < 
diture  of  that  institution,  for 
and  estimates  for  the  year  1 8 
craft  brought  up  certain  On 
containing    an   account  of 
strength  of  the  Artillery  and 
also  an  account  of  the  eftecti 
the  corps  of  Engineers,  from 
inclusive. — On  the  motion  of 
das,  the  Scotch  Creditors'  I 
2d  time.— On  the  motion  of 
the  Sugar  Drawback  and  tl 
Drawback  bills  were   read 
and  passed. — Mr.  Rose  mo\ 
<:ount  of  the  amount  of  all 
Great  Britain  to  the  island  < 
the  last  7  years,  distinguish  it 
foreign  goods ;  also  an  accoui 
tity  of  sugar,  rum,  and  co 
from  the  Island  of  Tortola 
settlements ;  aud  copies  of 
his  majesty  in  council  relati 
cution  of  the  act  of  the  42d 
majesty. — Ordered. 
[Woollen  Manufacture 
Lord  Temple,  pursuant  to  h 
former  night,  moved,  that  a 
appointed  to  take  into  con 
various  acts  relating  to  the 
nufacture. 

Lord  Henry  Petty,  in  secc 
tion  of  his  noble  friend,  too 
nity  of  stating  the  motives  wi 
him  on  the  occasion.  Tfa 
elapsed  since  a  committee 


m 


PAUL.  DEBATES,   Ma: 


I  H0(».— Affairs  of  India. 


[43 1 


pointed  to  take  this  important  subject 
lonsideration.      No  linal   arrangement 
vei  taken    place,  aii'l   ibe  suspension 
hod    been,    from    time   to   tunc,    renewed. 
However  objectionable  sucli  an  expedi 
might  be  as  a  remedy  for  tempurary  evils, 
it  wus  peculiarly  so  in  this  instance,  w' 
the  evil  would  be  every  day  growing  worse 
id  worse.      He  trusted  that  when  the  corn- 
rttee  vbould    make  their  report  let  parlia- 
ment,  the  house  would  look  the  question 
in  the   face,  and  come  to  such  a  decisioi 
H  it  a*  would  put  an  end  lo  the  irrilfe 
winch  was  kept  alive  in  the  country 
i -■■  Mi.-    frequent  renewal  of  the  suspension 
btfl.     The  interests  of  the  manufacturer, 
employers,   and  employed,  and  that  of  the 
eounlrv,  were  the  same,  viz.  to   promote 
Ibe  growth   and    prosperity   of  the  tnanu- 

fiMor*. 

Mr,  11.  IjucttUt  stated  that  the  evil  al- 
lowed ti  by  (he  noble  lord,  and  which  it 
«■»  the  object  of  the  proposed  committee 
lo  correct,  did  not  originate  in  the  suspen- 
ttn  law  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  this 
)  rendered  uecessary  by  the  penal- 
vro  by  certain  obsolete  statutes,  and 
ifctilnted  to  restrain  the  operation  of 
■  evil.     The  fact  was,  that  a  number 


ubsolel 

Htlutes  several  prosecutions  had  been  con 
Wnced  :  and  to  guard  against  the  e flee i 
rf  such  prosecutions  the  suspension  lai 

introduced.        Such    was    the    object 


id  this   law,   and  it  had  a 


But  ! 


Jell. 


I    the  end 
:oukl 


;  it 


r  expedient,  until, 
,  determined  fullv 
Ct,   and   to  decide 


■rve  only  as  a  tempnra 

is  in  this  instance,  11  wi 

to  investigate  the  suhj 

tici  tarn  should   cuiHiiiut    in    hitcu,   oi 

rtflher   any  new  laws  should   be   euactet 

nth  regard  to   the  state   of   the    Woollei 

Iflnufacture. 

Lord  H.  Pt/>y  replied,  that  be  had  cer- 
tonly  expressed  himself  very  ill,  if  his 
wrds  conveyed  the  idea,  that  be  cor 
feted  the  existing  di-couteiila  us  origh 
6>|  from  the  suspension  acts.  He  had 
t*V  said,  that  these  were  temporary  e.\- 
faaients,  which  had  not  lessened  the  irrita- 
■■>,  and  that  something  farther  was  ne- 
Weuy  to  be  done. — A  committee  was  then 
•formed  to  whom  the  various  petitions 
•M  the  Woollen  Manufacturers  were  re- 
■ffld,  and  who  were  eii!puv.-c:cd  to  rcpori 
^  time  to  time,  their  oUcrvatiotis  on 
fc«hole  suljea. 


[Affairs  ok  India.]  Mr.  Alderman 
Piiusr/i  rose,  pursuant  lo  notice,  to  move 
for  the  production  of  a  document  of  the 
highest  national  importance  in  his  estima- 
tion, with  a  view  to  put  government  and 
the  house  in  possession  of  a  most  material 
fact  with  regard  to  the  commerce  of  India. 
To  enable  his  majesty's  ministers  to  take 
prospective  measures  upon  the  subject  of 
India,  it  appeared  to  him  essentially  no-' 
eessary  that  they  should  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  proportion  of  the  commerce  of 
that  lerriioiy,  of  which  neutrals  had  coiitri. 
vedlo  possess  themselves.  That  proportion 
truck  his  mind,  and  he  believed,  when 
known,  it  would  equally  strike  that  of  any 
thinking  man  in  the  country,  to  be  most 
iirrlinary  and  unfair,  when  compared 
to  that  enjoyed  by  the  subjects  of  this 
country  commonly  denominated  private 
traders,  nay,  even  by  the  India  company 
themselves.  Upon  considering  this  com- 
parison, it  would  be  seen  what  return  wu 
made  to  Great  Britain  for  the  price  she  has 
paid  lor  the  purchase  of  our  Indian  terri- 
tory; lor  the  expence  incurred  io  main- 
taining it ;  and  for  the  anxiety  generally 
existing  with  respect  to  its  concerns.  The 
the  British  share  of  Indian  com- 
as n  very  inadequate  recompence. 
for  the  quantity  of  population  and  wealth 
which  Great  Britain  was  annually  in  the 
habit  of  expending  fur  the  support  of  our 
dominion  in  India;  for  the  constant  drain 
upon  every  class  of  our  population,  to  ad- 
minister the  various  branches  of  civil  and 
military  government  of  those  territories; 
for  the  original  and  subsequent  contribu- 
tions of  capital  for  the  company's  trade, 
and  for  the  diversion  of  so  great  a  portion 
of  our  naval  strength  in  the  external  pro- 
tection of  India  against  the  natural  enemy 
ot  our  commerce  and  power.  Foreigner! 
enjoyed  a  share  of  this  trade,  which,  com- 
pared with  our  own,  the  company's  and 
private  traders  included,  bore  a  proportion 
of  not  less,  he  was  certain,  than  three  to  one. 
By  this  statement  he  would  not  be  under- 
stood as  wishing  to  excite  any  complaints 
on  the  part  ol  the  private  traders;  and 
still  farther  was  it  from  his  view  to  attach, 
any  blame  to  the  India  company,  for  the 
toleration  of  neutral  commerce.  The  fault 
theirs  ;  for,  several  of  the  neutral 
powers  had  possessions  in  India,  before  we 
ourselves  obtained  any  footing  iinhat  qi«vr> 
r.  By  treat"!  some  of  them  enh  i  i  tlie 
.;'  t    of   traffic    with   our    tin.  .   and 

nit   pojisesB-.d   territories  ot  tuvtf  own. 
Ff 
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-my  :his  cir'.-jr.iSt 
**  ■•     the    b\}rr.  ;   .  • 
■  amerce   ?.:   d 
.  no  li^s  :i    u  t!; 
..n  ported  is:!--  I*e 
:   rinn  the  -V  !::•*.  y« 
^  •  out  by  l:  *    ifiiia 
:  million?*  oi  d-  ":urs 
■  <  n!'  hiAt  v<-;»r  ;»!<"; i.e. 
»'i\     The  uiivc  rt-in'*c  • 
-    -.iT-.ent  in  an  ofTici-.i]  sin 
■ .    i.<  :o  everv  t ■nmn'.r:  ':m1 
.*r.     Me  was  induced  t>.  Lr 
••  •  "v  from  public  m«  live*,  i 
.  ..h  a  vh-\v  to  ur^e  the  piv 
"i»fs  their  complaints  at  pr 
.>*:  course  would  be,  in  his 
•".ivc1  their  case  entirely  to  ti 
•■'•n  of  his  maiestv's  niiniMen 
I ■ : fl i  no   doubt   was  well  tbi 
m-ois  as  leisure  permitted,   tl 
tend  to  that  important  quest 
-mr.iv   time  ho  felt  that  the  » 
which  he  proposed  to  move, 
.::e  strongest  uti  u:ids  in  tavo 
»:iu*  traflirs,  and  oi*  ci-urse 
\{\r  best  inlevfcFts    of  the  co1 
-ome  rem  irks  on  the  facili'v  ^ 
knowledge  could  be  furnirhec 
.lie  object  of  his  motion  to  c 

•J 

of  the  arrivals  and  departure 
were   pul.-li-hed   nsontldy  in 
the  dutic-  were  collected  ad 
lion.  gont.  concluded  with  in 
there  be  laid  before  thi^  iiou 
^hips   and  vthFels  navi«;atuiii 
iiuese  or  other  Kuropean  co!o 
rican,    which   ha\c   entered 
cleared  outwards  from  the  poi 
■Madras,   Bombay,    Colombo 
Prince  (d*  Wales's  Island,  an 
dinate   custom    houses    there 
oft'iciiil  year  1800-1,  iiulusive 
period   received  ;  together  wi 
nage,  and  the  value  of  their  r 
#:oes.  so  far  :i?  the  same  can  I 
Al.*o,  of  all  British  shipping, 
in  Kurope,  which  have  cleaj 
tliose  j^orts  for  London  dui 
period." 

Mr.  Francis. — I  presume,  s: 
n* ce.-sary  to  second  such  a  . 
present.  A  return  of  the  val 
and  imports  of  tonnage,  ship] 
goc*,  is  a  mere  custom-house 
tiling  of  course,  perpetually! 
this  house,  even  without  n< 
refused  or  disputed.  I  rii 
another  purpose.    The 
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worthy  alderman,  and  the  general  conclu- 
sions, which  he  appeared  to  draw  from 
them,  arc  certainly  of  great  importance  in 
mauy  view* ;  though  chiefly  in  a  commercial 
sense,  But,  as  this  particular  branch  of 
the  British  interests  in  India  is  rather  new 
to  the  house  oi 'common?,  and  even  to  my- 
sell,  notwithstanding  all  the  attention  I 
have  given  to  Indian  questions,  it  is  not 
at  all  unlikely  that  many  other  geutlcmen 
may  be  as  uncertain  us  I  am,  whether  they 
perfectly  understood  him.  For  thai  rea- 
son, and  also  to  obtain  some  lights  from 
the  worthy  chairman  ot'  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, on  the  same,  subject,  on  which 
no  man  is  better  able  than  himself  to 
give  us  the  clearest  information,  I  beg 
leave  to  restate  some  of  the  propositions 
adi uned  by  the  hon.  alderman.  If  I  have 
at  all  mistaken  his  meaning,  I  am  sure  be 
will  have  the  goodness  to  set  me  right.  In 
the  first  place,  however,  it  may  be  of  use, 
not  only  now  but  hereafter,  to  revive  and 
establish  one  fundamental  truth,  which 
never  yet,  1  believe,  was  disputed  by  any 
man  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  matter; 
and  therefore  tit  to  be  kept  in  view  in  all 
future  discussion^  of  the  commercial  in- 
terests of  India,  which  in  effect  are  our 
own.  It  is,  sir^  that  in  any  intercourse 
purely  commercial  between  India  and  Eu- 
rope, the  relati\e  cin  u  instances  of  the 
two  parties  is  such,  that  the  balance  of 
trade  merely,  mu:>t  be,  from  the  nature  of 
their  res  pec  t  if  e  wants,  immensely  in  fa- 
vour of  the  natives  of  India.  The  infer- 
ence from  this  position  is  obvious  and  na- 
tural. If  England  had  nothing  to  consider, 
in  its  connection  with  India,  but  die  duties 
of  a  sovereign,  or  even  the  profit  of  a  pro- 
prietor; if  this  bon&e,  for  example,  were 
kiiii;  of  Bengal,  i  say  that,  in  that  character, 
it  would  be  your  essential  interest  to  open 
all  the  ports  of  ihat  country  to  all  the 
ships  aud  merchants  of  Europe  indiscri- 
minately. 1  hold  it  to  be  little  less  than 
impossible  for  such  trade  to  exist  without 
a  constant  balance  in  specie,  more  or  less, 
being  actually  paid  by  the  European  mer- 
chant, for  Indian  produce  or  Indian  manu- 
facture. The  truth  of  this  proposition  is 
not  affected  by  the  amount  of  supplies  now 
sent  out  for  the  use  of  Europeans,  and 
which  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  natural 
consumption  of  the  country.  I  have  stated 
tins  opinion,  with  many  arguments  to  sup- 
.port  it  long  ago  to  the  court  of  directors  *, 

*  In  hi**  Diiuute  of  Dec.  1776,  in  the  llcTcntre 
department. 


in  the  following  terms.  "  There  is  reason 
44  to  presume,  that  this  was  the  policy  of 
"  the  ancient  government;  or  why  did  they 
il  encourage  every  European  nation  to  fre-' 
"  quent  their  ports  by  exempting  their  ex-* 
%*  port  and  import  trade  from  duties  ?"  I 
do  not  mean  to  go  farther  into  any  general 
considerations  of  this  kind  at  present.  Whe* 
ther  we  like  it  or  not,  a  time  will  come* 
when  they  must  be  resumed.  1  shall  never 
meddle  with  them,  if  I  <:an  avoid  it.  The 
subject  is  not  within  my  reach.  What  I 
<tim  at  now  is  to  obtain  information,  and 
chiefly  concerning  some  matters  of  fact,  to 
which  the  hon.  alderman  has  alluded.  lis 
says,  "  that,  in  1804,  the  sum  paid  by 
44  neutrals,  for  only  six  articles,  at  Caluutta 
"  alone*  amounted  to  three  millions ;  that 
44  the  bullion  imported  into  Bengal,  by 
44  those  neutrals,  exclusive  of  that  laid  out 
4t  by  the  India*  company,  exceeded  nine* 
44  teen  millions  in  dollars,  and  that  the 
44  importations  of  last  year  alone,  amount 
44  to  5,300,000/."  In  addition  to  all  this 
importation  by  neutrals,  we  know  that 
within  -a  very  few  late  years,  the  India 
company  have  poured  into  Bengal  and  the 
otljer  presidencies,  a  supply  of  6pecie,  not 
far  short  of  7 or  8  millions  sterling.)  I  cannot 
precisely  state  the  period  nor  the  amount, 
because  the  return  is  not  before  us.  More 
or  less,  however,  we  are  sufficiently  certain 
of  the  fact.  On  these  facts  a  question 
arises,  which  I  am  utterly  unable  to  an*, 
swer*  It  constitutes  a  problem,  not  only 
beyond  the  extent  of  any  knowledge  I  pos- 
sess, but  beyond  the  reach  of  my  imagina- 
tion to  resolve  or  account  for.  With  a 
territorial  revenue,  greatly  under-stated  at 
15  millions  sterling  a  year,  and  with  thus 
immense  influx  of  foreign  specie,  into  Ben- 
gal particularly,  how  docs  it  happen  that 
there  is  no  circulation  of  specie  in  Calcutta, 
or  in  any  of  the  company's  other  presiden- 
cies or  settlements  ?  No,  not  a  rupee.  The 
only  medium  of  circulation,  in  all  those 
principal  places,  at  least,  is  paper,  and  paper 
of  the  worst  quality  and  most  injurious  to 
the  government,  that  is,  company's  notes 
or  bonds,  or  securities,— the  name  is  im- 
material,— with  a  heavy  interest,  converti- 
ble at  short  intervals  into  capital.  Now, 
I  ask  the  hon.  chairman,  of  the  court  of 
directors,  for  no  man  is  better  qualified 
to  instruct  the  house  on  this  subject, 
what  becomes  of  all  this  specie  f  Is  it  bu- 
ried ?  is  it  re-expv>rted  ?  or  how  is  it  em- 
ployed ?  All  we  know  is,  that  it  vanishes 
aud  disappears,  as  fast  as  it  is  imported f 
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My  next  question  is,  and  very  material  it  I  private  trade  of  individuals  belonging  to 
will  be  found  some  day  or  other,  where  this  country  should  be  open  between  Great 


and  how  is  all  this  supply  of  money  pro- 
duced in  the  first  instance  ?  Does  it  really 
and  bond  Jide    belong    to    those    neutral 
powers,  under  whose  flag  so  great  a  portion 
of  the  foreign  trade  of  India  is  carried  on  ; 
not  only  to  the  exclusion  of  British  private* 
traders,  but,  in  a  considerable  degree,  even 
of  our  chartered  company  ?  Is  it  a  question 
to  be  thought  of  with  indifference,  whether 
our  own  West- India  islands  shall  be  sup- 
plied with  the  manufactures  of  our  own 
Bengal,  as  in  fact  they  are,  by  American 
carriers  ?  Is  that  immense  carrying  trade 
to  be  taken  from  the  industry  and  naviga- 
tion of  Great  Britain,  and   made  over  to 
Sweden,  Denmark,  and  America?  I  say, 
you  must  correct  your  institutions,  if  that 
be  the  effect  of  them.     Again  I  ask,  with 
what  capita],  with  whose  money,  do  these 
foreigners  conduct  this  trade,  to  and  fro, 
with  our  proper  settlements  and  colonies  ? 
Is  it  their  own,  or  is  it  British  property  ? 
If  it  be  the  latter,  as  I  suspect  it  is  for  the 
most  part,  why  should  we  transfer  the  use 
of  such  a  capital,  and  the  profits  of  such  a 
trade  to  foreign  carriers?    Is  it  rational 
that  Britain  should  bear  the  whole  expence 
and  burthen  of  these  distant  settlements, 
and  that  the  only  return  they  can  make  us 
should  be  in  grossed  by  strangers  ?  The  folly 
of  permitting  such  courses  to  be  continued, 
is  insupportable. — Another  question    de- 
serves the  attention  of  this  house.  Where, 
in  fact,  are  the  cargoes  of  the  ships  in  ques- 
tion, which  are  destined  for  Europe,  dis- 
posed of?  Where  do  they  find  their  prin- 
cipal market  ?  Is  it  in  poor  Sweden,  or  in 
poor  Denmark,  or  in  the  ruin  of  Holland, 


Britain  and  India.     It  is  not  a  subject 
merely  commercial,  but  involves  a  great 
political  question,  the  system  by  which  our 
Indian  empire  can  be  best  governed  and 
retained  for  Great  Britain  ;  that  is  to  say, 
whether  the  intercourse  between  the  two 
countries  shall  be  regulated  on  the  princi- 
ples of  our  colonial  policy,  which  give  afl 
our  subjects  a  free  trade  between  our  colo- 
nies and  the  mother  country,  or  by  the 
principles  winch  have  hitherto  made  the 
East-India  -company   the  national  orgtn 
through  which  ludia  was  to  be  governed, and 
the  commerce  between  it  and  this  country 
carried  on. — This,I  say^ir,  is  a  great  nation- 
al question,  in  the  determination  of  which 
may  be  involved  the  preservation  of  our  In- 
dian empire;  and,  therefore,  it  is  not  at 
all  to  be  decided  by  any  results  derived 
from  such  statements  as  the  hon.  gent, 
has  called  for;  statements  which,  merely 
in  a  commercial  view,  would  give  but  pait 
tial  and  imperfect  information,  insufficient 
even  for  just  commercial  conclusions  on 
the  subject. — This  great  question,  sir,  will 
not  be  best  considered  by  bringing  on  the 
discussion  of  it  immediately  in  this  home, 
with  the  minds  of  gentlemen  not  sufficiently 
inlormerl  or  prepared  for  it.  I  am  humbly 
of  opinion,  that  it  is  a  subject  for  the  ma- 
ture enquiry  and  deliberation  of  his  majet. 
ty's  government;  who,  alter  fully  inform- 
ing themselves  of  facts,  and  weighing  the 
hearings  of  the  proposed  enlargements  of 
private  trade   upon  the  safe  retention  of 
our  Indian  empire,  will  be  best  enabled  to 
bring  just  views  of  this  subject  before  par- 
liament.   rI  he  present  crisis,  when  t hens- 


or  in  the  desolation  of  Germany  ?  I  do  not  |  tion  is  engaged  in  the  most  arduous  Mrug- 
believe  it :  no,  sir,  the  real  market  is  in  |  ole,  is  not  the   time   for  entering  iuto  this 


the  British  islands.  This  conclusion  at 
least  is  obvious  and  natural ;  common  sense 
can  draw  no  other  from  the  facts  that  are 
known,  and  from  all  the  appearances,  until 
better  information  shall  be  received  from 
sufficient  authority. 

Mr.  Charles  Grant  rose,  and  said  :  I  do 
not  rise,  sir,  to  advance  either  of  the  ob- 
jections the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Prinsep)  has 
anticipated,  to  the  production  of  the  pa- 
pers he  has  called  for,  nor,  indeed,  to  ob- 
ject at  all  to  his  motion,  because  my  op- 
posit  on  to  it  might  be  misunderstood  ;  but 
I  wish  to  submit  some  general  observations 
on  the  subject  on  which  these  papers  are 
iutended  to  bear.  That  subject  is  u  very 
large  one,  namely,  the  extent  to  which  the 


enquiry,   it  should  be  reserved  ior  a  more 
calm   and  settled   period.     The  question 
of  private  trade  was  before  the  house  some 
years  a^o,  and  an  arrangement  was  then 
agreed   to,  which    is  still  in    force.— The 
question  must  again  necessarily  come  into 
view  when  the  renewal  of  the  company's 
charter  is  agitated,  and  that  ought  to  be  is 
a  few  years  hence,  because  the  charter  nsi 
now  but  seven  vears  to  run,  and  the  con- 
sideration  of  its  renewal  should  not  be  de- 
layed till  the  eve  of  its  expiration. — It  has 
been  argued  that  the  trade  of  India  is  open 
to  all  the  subjects  of  Europe,  except  thois 
of  this  countrv.  This  has  never  been  a  mStr 
ter  within  qui*  controul.  The  maritime  na- 
tions of  Europe .  had  the  privilege  of  trading 
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lettlemenis  in  -India,  as  early  as  we  had, 
some  earlier.   Our  acquisition  of  territory 
there  did  not  deprive  them  of  their  rights. 
Some  of  their  settlements  were  without  the 
pale  of  our  conquests ;  those  which  were 
otherwise,  were  confirmed  to  them  by  trea- 
ties ;  and  though  the  Indian  continental  set- 
tlements of  the  nations  with  which  we  are 
at  war,  are  at  p reseat  in  our  possession,  it 
does  not  follow  that  they  may  not  hereafter 
be  restored.     Besides,  we  do  not  regulate 
the  trade  of  foreign  Europe  or  America 
with  our  Indian  territories  on  the  princi- 
ples of  colonial  exclusion.     We  could  not 
do  so,  or  if  we  did,  the  nations  who  have 
no  settlements  of'  their  own  there,  might 
shut  out  our  Indian  goods  from  their  ports. 
Whenever  we  are  at  war,  all  the  neutral 
natious  of  Europe  and  America  must  carry 
oo  the  Indian  trade  with  more  advantage 
than  either  the  India  company  or  the  in- 
dividuals of  this  country  can.     They  save 
war  insurance  which  we  must  pay;  they 
otherwise  navigate  cheaper,  and  they  sail 
•t  the  most  convenient  times.     The  Ame- 
ricans undoubtedly  avail  themselves  of  this 
state  of  things,  and  in  a  way  contrary  to 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce and  amity  made  with  them  in  1794. 
By  that  treaty,  they  were  allowed  a  direct 
trade  between  our  settlements  in  India  and 
their  own  ports  in  America.     They  now 
carry  on  a  circuitous  trade  between  India 
sod  foreign   Europe,  in  violation  of  that 
t*Paty,  and  they  even  supply  our  own  co- 
lonies with  Indian  commodities.  TheEast- 
Jndia  company  are  not  to  blame  in  this.  It 
is  a  subject  for  the  consideration  of  go- 
vernment, and  they  no  doubt  pay  due  at- 
teutiou  to  it. — In  answer  to  the  enquiries 
of  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Francis),  I  would 
observe,  that  the  quantity  of  10  millions  of 
dollars,  said  to  have  been  imported  in  the 
course  of  some  years  into  India,  probably 
includes  the  export  of  bullion  from  this 
country,  making  a  considerable   part   of 
the  whole  ;  the  rest  must  come  from  Ame- 
rica and   Foreign  Europe.     That  there  is 
little  circulation  of  specie  in  our  principal 
Indian  settlements, is  true.     Paper  consti- 
tutes the  chief  circulation  there ;  but  in  all 
ihe  interior  of  our  vast  possessions,  specie 
>nly circulates;  the  manufacturer,  the  pea- 
sant, the  trader  can  deal  with  nothing  else. 
A  great  proportion,  therefore,  of  the  im- 
torted  bullion,  being  coined  into  rupees, 
K>  doubt,  circulates  in  the  interior  of  our 
»wn  possessions.    But  a  part,  I  believe, 
to  countries  beyond  them  for  the 


purchase  of  the  productions  of  those  coun- 
tries, and  does  not  return  to  us.  In  an- 
swer to  the  question,  where  the  cargoes 
brought  by  foreigners  from  India  are  sold} 
I  apprehend  in  foreign  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica—But to  return  to  the  main  subject;  I 
must  repeat  that  no  conclusion  can  be 
drawn  from  any  insulated  document  re* 
specting  it.  It  is  a  very  complex  subject, 
and  I  must  deprecate  any  discussion,  or  the 
inference  of  any  important  fact  from  a  par* 
tial  view  of  it.  Since  the  arrangement 
made  respecting  the  private  trade  in  1801', 
many  new  facts  have  been  established 
which  the  company  will  have  to  state;  a* 
mongst  others,  that  the  enlargements  since 
given  to  the  private  trade  have,  with  other 
circumstances  of  the  time,  deteriorated  the 
company's  sales  of  Indian  goods  30  per 
cent.  Perhaps  when  the  subject  comes  to 
be  investigated,  it  may  be  found  that  the 
question  between  the  company  and  indi- 
viduals, as  it  relates  to  trade,  is  not  en- 
tirely a.  question  about  lessening  the  share 
of  neutral  nations  in  the  Indian  commerce, 
and  increasing  ours,  but  partly  a  question 
about  transferring  to  individuals  a  share  of 
the  trade  now  carried  on  by  the  company. 
In  apolitical  view  the  question  concerning 
the  extent  to  which  individuals  shall  be 
allowed  to  embark  in  this  trade*  must  be 
connected  with  another  question  far  more 
important,  whether  India  is  to  be  govern* 
ed  on  colonial  principles,  or  by  the  more 
restricted  system  now  in  force  ?  a  question 
which  I  conceive  involves  the  safety  of  our 
eastern  empire. 

Mr.  Francis. — Sir,  on  one  topic  only  J. 
beg  leave  to  explain  myself.  I  am  not  at 
all  satisfied  with  the  explanation  given  by 
the  hon.  director,  in  respect  to  the  specie, 
which,  if  it  existed,  ought  to  circulate  gene- 
rally through  the  provinces.  He  admits 
that  there  is  little  circulation  of  specie  in 
our  principal  settlements.  But  he  affirms 
"  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  imported 
"  bullion,  being  coined  into  rupees,  no 
"  doubt,  circulates  in  the  interior  of  our 
"own  possessions."  This  solution  of  the 
difficulty  seems  to  me  full  as  extraordinary 
as  the  difficulty  itself.  If  any  great  financier 
was  to  inform  this  house  that,  although 
there  was  not  a  guinea  or  a  shilling  to  be 
seen  in  London  or  its  neighbourhood,  there 
was  a  plentiful  circulation  of  both  in  Scot- 
land, in  Yorkshire,  and  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  at  the  distance  of  50  or  6*0  miles 
from  the  capital,  what  would  you  think  of 
his  veracity  or  his  intellects  r  Is  it  physi- 
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fall)  p^ssiole  that  the  blood  can  circulate  I  ground  of  necessity  for  the  p* 

never  return   to  or   this  paper,  or  that  he  meant 


hi  ;i.».  f:\ii  tin  in  i  ■>,  and 
\xxhr>  through  the  heart  ?  Uut  I  doubt  the 
Uct,  and  lor  this  plain  and  unanswerable 
it*roii.  Admitting  that  lord  Cornwallis 
rowl  rnni  no  nuni«*y  at  Calcutta  to  pay  the 
t-jH.iUk  oi  Uits  aruiv,  still,  on  the  principle 
<«i  tlie  pit-actil  explanation,  he  migj.t  have 
i'juu'i  money  enough  in  the  districts.  He 
iuiKhl  have  ruined  Mich  a  sum  as  '200,000/. 
:»t  l*.-iUt  i  and  then  I  it  would  not  have  been 
rfcdutA*!  to  tlir  dftihii'.'tMt' necessity  of  taking 
that  rtniot.ul  ri  M.vomi  tune  in  his  own  lite, 
out  ol  the  r  ouipunv'a  ships,  tin  1  changing 
IU  'ii:alnialitint  irom  the  provision  of  their 
ii»vtaLu»ti»L  in  C'hin.i  to  the  payment*  oi 
tl*c  ai  n>>  wn  this  tioutitT  or  Oude,  or  ou  the 
Lahkb  oi  tin;  Jumna. 

Mi .  f* ni.:tltii  supported  the  motion,  a* 
h<:  thought  the  whole  of  this  important 
^urfcii'ui  bltould  be  fully  examined.  He 
U.%({  Imiisfli,  last  besuon,  proposed  to  bring 
loiwatd  a  motion  the  same,  if  not  in  form 
m  lu«ui  in  kuLstaiict-,  with  that  then  under 
c.ou»uleiatiouthot  had  abandoned  the  idea, 
a*  lie  wan  not  certain  of  support  to  give  ef- 
fect to  hi  i  proposition. 

Mr.  .It  hi  us  supported  the  motion,  and 
■ligacbtcd  I  ho  propriety  of  producing  an 
account  of  the  total  value  of  exports  from, 
Mid  iuipoiU  into  the  East  Indies,  distin- 
guibhing  the  ftlmrc  of  each  nation  engaged 
iu  the  trade. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  had  some  doubts  on 
the  fciibjci  i  ot  this  motion.  The  hon.  di- 
it?44oi  had  baid,  that  the  production  of  this 
paper  would  not  be  sufficient  to  enable  the 
lu>ufat»  to  form  a  complete  judgment  on  the 
whiiltMane,  without  the  production  of  other 
dot -itiiii'iiti.  If  this  paper  would  lead  only 
tu  an  imperfect  or  premature  opinion,  he 
khoidd  certainly  feel  strong  doubts  of  the 
propriety  of  grunting  it.  Had  the  hon.  di- 
ibt'-lto  ilateil  an  intention  to  move  for  other 
papers,  iu  order  to  bring  the  matter  fully 
and  impartially  before  the  house,  he  for 
hib  part  could  see  no  reasonable  ground  of 
objt-i  turn  to  its  production  ;  but  as  the  case 
Hood  then,  he  did  not  think  it  right  to 
giant  any  paper  that  would  have  the  effect 
ot  luaviug  an  imperfect  impression  on  the 
minds  id'  those  who  should  consult  it.  Such 
it  appeared  was  the  opinion  of  the  directors, 
anil  he  could  not  help  thinking,  that  that 
house  and  the  country  was  fully  willing  to 
give  to  the  judgment  of  that  hon.  board  all 
the  confidence  to  which  it  was  entitled. 
Hut  independently  of  their  opinion,  the 
Kon.   mover   himself  bad  not  stated  any 


paper 

proceeding  upon  it.     He  had  ii 

the  contrary.     There  was  an 

connected  with  this  motion  wh 

mover  had  perhaps  in  contemp 

he  brought  it  forward :  he  meai 

ing  trade  of  America.     That 

was    now  under  consideratioi 

was  tolerably  notorious.     It 

believed,  unknown  to  any  ou 

him,  that  a  representation  respi 

been  made   to  hU  majesty's  g 

part  of  the  United  States.     Tl 

tation  was  under  discussion,  ai 

rosary  iniormation  would  be 

but  not.  however,  from  any 

laid  on  the  table  of  this  lions 

any  document  of  the  uatuie  ol 

for  by  the  hon   gent.;  but  bi 

to  all  those  who  were  most  it 

quainted  with  the  subject  at  is 

ters  would  look  for  tuiowledgc 

judgment    through    the    prop 

Among  others,  the   directors 

company  would  of  course  be 

but  upon   a  question  of  such 

importance,  no  imperfect  doci 

be  trusted  to,  such  as  this  mot 

to  influence  the  judgment  of  tl 

Mr.  Prinscp  stated  his  onlj 

to  bring  an  important  fact  befo 

out  of  which  a  very  serious  qu 

naturally  arise,  namely,  whet 

jects  of  this  country  had  su 

the   profits  of  the  commerce 

was  sufficient  to  atone  to  the, 

cumbrance  to  which  they  subi 

maintenance  of  that  territory  : 

if  the  same  system  was  pursui 

tory  would  be  worth  holding 

chairman   had   stated   his   or. 

that  this   country  could  neve 

contend  with  foreigners   in 

trade;  if  so,  it  followed,  that  i 

such  free  access  to  ludia  as  t! 

sessed,  must  inevitably  carr 

trade,  except  the  slender  port 

imperial  commerce  of  the  com 

them  to  support:  He  happil 

a  more  cheering  confidence 

had    taught  him,  that  raw  m 

duce  of  various  kinds,  and 

modities  than  the   assortme 

the  company  traded,— thougl 

and  therefore  more  beneficial  I 

of  our  carrying  trade, — that  tk 

cles  in  which  foreigners  no* 

exclusively,  m\ght  be  brow 
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British   traders  in  their  own   smaller-sized 

«udchpaper-co,urpped  vessels,  with  cousi- 

ible   profit    lo  the   trader,   and   to  the 

t  advantage  of  tliR  revenues  of  this 

\  sufficient  supply  of  the  raw 

of  the    ni.nni !,i t lured    material, 

wH  accelerate  the  period  which  he  saw 

nachuig,    when   the    natives   of   fndia 

supplied  with  cloth  made   here  ol 

**if  own   cotton,    leaving  lo  the   mother 

I    fcuiitry  nit  the  profits   uf  freight,   agency, 

.,,    insurance,  and  manufacture. 

■  iid  many  ollirji'  i.i.nolicial  results 

I    'unit!  follow  an  extension  of  the  privilege; 

I   if  tl#  private  trader,  if   no    limti  was  losl 

I    auking  up  the  question  to  which  his  mu- 

o  paved  the  way.     The  ban.  member 

it  himself  uhliyeii  to  bent)   lo  the  high 

irily  on  the  treasury  bunch,   but  still 

mlrl   contend   that  the  document  be 

wnuld   answer  every  purpose. 

If  iltiid  not,  however,   it  was  easy  for  the 

u.  director,  or  any  otber  person,  to  move 

h  further  papers  us  might  be  deemed 

The  declining  to  do  so,  and 

'!  "pooling   his  motion,  he  could  no» 

J  thinking,   shewed    ft  dispositior 

I  the  question. 

lord  titan,  Pettv  said,  it  was  alwavs 


subject  of  negotiations  carrying  on  by  his 
majesty's  ministers.  There  would  be  no 
use  in  the  production  of  those  papers  if 
no  discussion  was  intended,  as  it  was  in  the 
power  of  any  individual  member  to  get  the 
information  that  those  papers  would  con- 
vey, either  from  one  of  the  directors  or  arty 
person  connected  with  the  ICast-India com- 
pany. He  hoped  bis  nmjesty'a  minwtera 
would  proceed  in  those  important  nego- 
tiations with  all  that  temper  and  forbear- 
ance which  was  due  to  u  country  who* 
interests  had  been  to  long  connected  with 
our*)  and  at  the  same  lime  vwilli  that  firm- 
ness and  decision  which  were  due  to  the 
rights  and  interests  of  this  country,  and 
without  which  our  commercial  relations 
could  not  subsist,  either  with  America  or 
any  other  country.  He  should  wish  this 
subject  to  be  left  to  his  majesty's  ministers 
intbe  most  romprehensiv*  manner.  Tbersj 
was  one  idea,  however,  he  should  venture  to 
suggest,  which  if  he  had  continued  long- 
er in  oliirp,  he  had  intended  to  have  car. 
ried  into  effect.  lie  thought  there  might 
be  an  account  of  the  Indian  exports,  in> 
ports,  aud  the  amount  of  the  carrying  trade, 
laid  before  parliament  annually,  in  th« 
same  wav  that  the  account  of  the  export! 
and  imports  of  Great  Britain  were.  Such 
an  annual  a'  count  would  give  to  the  house 


tUii.-r  i 


VftKh:  Wi't' 


,tt'.\T*.]  Mr. 
e  oi'  his  iuleii. 

iv.de  and  com- 
'd  Hope.  The 
ould  take  this 
t  he  hoped  in 
,  to  be  able  to 
rd  the  subject 
n  were  so  fan. 
.he   country  at 

ijjbt  he  should 
Dose  the  mea- 
inisters  meffnt 
ol  the  Coun- 
m  to  have  now 

>w  whether  IfM 

«e  bill  was  to 
S  proposed  1 — 
in  to  thisques- 
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v.  v  ii.iLii.i.a'b  .uiuiinuttra- 

...».*-»l  b\  no  wi*h  to  sup- 
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-w  «iiort  a  j  r~:  -_o 
ie  under?:-     :■  " 
-     auifct  miiihl   ^::  •■? 
...  Monday.     Ti.e  ;  ; 
.  mavis  had  certainly  a^ 
.  >    :iey  had  found   in  pr 
..;ce.     Thev  hud  ot"  t-u 
.  •  .9iem  contained  in  the  esti 
ami  done  because    the* 
«:»:«  in  many  instances  so  tc 
i*:v>  nearly  the  whole  co>t  ol 
..!ciu  were  thrown  away,  it  w: 
■.*.•  rinibh  them.     There  were 
%crk»  in  contemplation,  whic 
etived  bv  the  late  board  to  be 
.  liit:  defence  ot*  the  country ;  j 
.  would   l>e   highly   unbecoming 
:  master  of  the  ordnance  to  re 
i  due  consideration.     The  presi 
|  ordnance  had,  without  absolul 
or  appioving  of  all  the  schemes 
j  the  whole  system  of  the  late 
plctely  advisable,  availed  itse 
lini.ite  prepared  by  that  boar 
.the  power  of  carrying  forwa 
pu>sin£  such  parts  of  the  plar. 
board  as  it  might  hereafter  thii 
Tin-  following  Resolutions  wen 
to:  "  1.  That  2,9579l*U-6s.6t 
to  his  majesty,  for  the  charge 
of  ordnance  for  land  service  fc 
tain,  for  ISOfi;  2.  That  1.^0,00 
cd  to  his  majesty,  for  the  cl 
odice  of  ordnance  for  sea  serv 
Britain,  for  1806*;  3.  That  If 
;W.  be  granted  to  his  majesty 
the  sum   advanced   by  the  e 
I  re  hind  for  ordnance  services 
lo  the  .Jlst  dav  of  Dec.  1805, 
grants  by  parliament  for  the 
in  the   said  year;  4.  That  6] 
5</.   be  granted   to   his   majei 
charge  of  the  oilice  of  ordnan< 
fur  USOu'." 

[K\ch kqi'kr  Bills.]  M 
said,  he  meant  to  propose  a  r 
liquidating  the  exchequer  b 
counts  of  which  had  been  re 
committee.  There  was  a  sun: 
consisting  of  an  issue  of  o  mi 
issue  ol  5  million  in  the  year  1 
was  another  sum  of  ^i  milli 
ISOi,  and  replaced  by  a  fre 
year.  It  was  now  proposed 
bills  off,  but  whether  by  frei 
bills,  or  by  other  means,  he 
pared  to  say,  till  the  Way* 
should  be  coniidered ;  thougj 


^ 
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III  ba  found  more  desirable  to  pay 

•ii  |»j  exchequer  bills.  There  wasafur- 

idfid  for,  to  the  amount 

W.MQl.  being  part  of  3  million  ad  van- 

.     in  17"b.  one  half  of  which 

hue    i-ki.lI,  and  this  other  half 

1,    and    remained    to   be 

M  W  now.— The  following  Resolu- 

|en  tbca  agreed  to:   l."ThatS 

m  be  granted  to  his  majesty,    for 

toj  and  discharging  the  exchequer 

nude  out  by  virtue  ot  an  act,  passed 

llut  Mission  at  parliament,  for  raising 

unuf  8  millions,  by  loans  or  exche- 

bill,,  fur  the  service  of  Great  Britain, 

Stli,  outstanding  and  uuprovided  for; 

at  2>  millions  he  granted  to  bis  ma- 

,  for  paying   off  and   discharging  the 

it  bills  made   out   by  virtue  of  an 

'  'n  the  last  session  of  parliament, 

.be  sum  of  'Ji  millions,  by  baps 

equer  hills,  for  [lie  service  of  Great 

ir  1805,   outstanding  and  unpro- 

;  3.  Thai  li  million  be  granted 

itity,    lor  paying  off  and   discliar- 

Ufbeqoer  bills  made  out  by  virtue 

passed  in  the  last  session  of  par* 

ir  raising  the  sum  of  1 1  million 

ir  exchequer  bills,  for  the  service 

Vilain,  for  1805,  outstanding  and 

Elided  fur." 


rene- 
frota 


Monday,  March  17- 
IftiOTEs.]  The  marquis  of  Blandfnrd 
liolrodaced,  agreeably  to  bis  new  crea- 
niWuu  Wumileighton,  with  the  usual 
•liues,  sworn,  and  took  his  seat.  His 
ftp's  supporters  were,  the  earl  of  Gal- 
*  and  lord  Cirenvillu.— The  Marine 
«DJ,   the    Irish    Malt    Duty    Vtt 


tnd  the 
■ve rally  read 


*;-* Greenland  Ships  Q 
■pertatioa  bills,  were 

'lime  and  paised. 

fcoiLKS  MASffiCTUill 

«.]    Karl  Speactt   move 
^Mthe  Woollen  Maim 
retary  of  state 
J  adverting  to  the 
which  the 
apart;  the  necessity  that  ex- 
IB  bill's  pasting  into  a  law,   as 
t  bill  would  shortly 
Iflt   alone  which  induced 
aid  the  present  bill,  which 
i  the  suspension  bill  lor  a 
interval,  the  general 
would,  the  proceedings 
— n.>hnt  house, 
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be  thoroughly  investigated,  and  such  steps 
taken  in  the  present  session,  as  would  he 
attended  with  beneiicial  effects.  In  the 
mean  time,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  their  lordships  must  be  aware  of  the 
necessity  for  the  passing  of  the  bill,  and 
on  that  ground  he  moved  the  second  road- 
ing  of  the  bill. 

Lord  Auckland  said  a  few  words 
rally  in  support  of  what  had  fallen  "fror 
the  noble  secretary  of  state;  and,  in  addi- 
tion, adverted  to  some  proceedings  which 
had  taken  place  upon  the  subject,  in  the 
committee  of  the  privy  council,  appointed 
for  the  consideration  of  such  topics. 

Lord  Grtnvilit  followed  on  the  same 
side.  He  seemed  adverse  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  hills  of  the  kind,  but  in  the  inter- 
val of  the  general  subject  of  the  woolfeu 
manufacture  being  thoroughly  investigated, 
and  a  general  law  framed  for  remedying  lb* 
evil  complained  of,  a  measure  of  the  kind, 
merely  to  avert  a  greater  evil,  was  deemed 
necessary;  arid  nothing  but  the  peculiar 
eircunistaiicesoftbeea.se,  could  induce  him 
lo  support  the  bill. — The  bill  was  then  read 
a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[Discovery  of  Truth  Hill.]  The 
order  of  the  day,  for  their  lordships  going 
into  a  committee  on  the  bill  for  the  more 
effectual  discovery  of  Truth  from  Witnesses, 
being  read, 

Earl  Stanhope  rose,  and  observed,  that 
an  opinion  had  been  suggested  to  him,  and 
in  which  he  most  cordially  agreed,  that 
the  best  way  would  be  to  refer  the  bill  in 
question  to  the  consideration  of  thejudg-es, 
widi  instructions  to  frame  it,  or  to  draw  up 
another  bill,  so  as  to  answer  its  purpose. 
He  had  been  told,  on  a  former  night,  that 
his  bill  was  in  a  crude  state;  now,  that 
was  what  he  should  like  to  debate,  either 
in  a  committee,  or  out  of  a  committee; 
On  that  Lead,  however,  he  thought  he  had 
gained  a  victory  over  a  noble  and  learned 
luid  then  absent.  On  the  whole,  he  thought 
it  was  best  to  submit  the  present  bill  to  the 
judges,  as  a  mure  iuiporuicl  subject  than 
thai  t'j  which  it  referred,  could  not  exist; 
it  wui>  the  more  necessary,  because  their 
lordships  had,  to  a  bill  *ery  properly  in. 
troducid  by  Iks  noble  friend  on  the  wool- 
sack, lacked  certain  provisions,  suggested 
by  anulLcr  noble  and  learned  lord,  which, 
instead  ot  improving  the  bill,  only  rendered 
it  obscure  and  unintelligible,  and  which 
in  the  pending  singe  of  the  bill,  ought  to 
be  rejected,  in  order  to  reduce  it  to  its 
original  clearness,     in    the  view,  and  t'ur 
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having  resolved  itself  into  a 
-supply, 

Mr.  Calcrqft,  in  proceeding 
Ordnance  Estimate*  fort  ho  ^« 
*  hope,  tliat  in  future  yeim 
deductions  might  be  miKlrrro  i 
of  the  present  ex  pencil  rrl  M>t 
The  estimates  of  tin 
tain  were  less  by  ft " 
the  last  year  ;  but   ji   inrgn   n 
establishment  for     I. 
Oxpt'nce  in  that  coun 
act  thi*  reduction  in  ;i  <(Wi»»*« 
There  was,   however,   (till  ^ 


moved,  "  that  a  s;i 
be  granted  to  his  n 
charges  of  ordti.m 
.Great  Britain,  foi  i 
Mr.  Wetttdet)  I 
estimates  now  movi 
the  same  with  tru. 
board  of  ordnanc 
ditference  in  a  few  . 
were  not  made  up 
in  office,  making  I 
estimates  about  7" 
board  had  made  u 
to  state,  that  the*' 
timates  of  the  lati 
present,  and  bent 
present  board  h:-il 
mates  correct,  lit  i 
the  late  board  Ml 
tion  of  300,000?  ■ 
ment  \vas  made  I' 
increased  pre  pat,  •  I 
the  hon.  gent,  t'  - 
end  necessary.  ■ 
late  board.  T), 
further  teducJiM 
gent,  were  aUu  -'.i 
ministration,  «M 
with  all  the  its'.: 
Bctiialaudproj/i-  - 
bad  placed  llie  i  .■ 
in  which  it  ncv<«* 
which  the  pir- 
management  I 
credit  for,  coi 
for  the  pubh' 
was  sure  th- 


■■■■. 


:r"„ 


press  the  m> 
board,  bui 
sarv  to  go   - 

Mr.  CeA 
no  wish,  lu 
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:oold  eradicate  old  prejudices,  and  thosel 
who  were  poor  and  ignorant  would,  as  he' 
lad  before  styled,  be  liuble  to  all  the  burl; 
iffects  of  those  prejudices,  which  migiit  be! 
amoved  by  their  being  sent  from  home.; 
At  the  breaking  out  of  this  war,  he  said,; 
;he  government  had  resorted  to  a  measure 
jf  raising  sea  fencibles,  a  measure  which; 
might  do  very  well  in  ICngland,  but  would] 


creeks,  and  bays,  a  body  of  not  Jess  than! 


rnuneration  to  them  for  their  labours.  These 
Civil  Commissioners  had  been  appointed 
but  three  months,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
that  period  application  was  made  to  par- 
liament to  place  the  sum  of  20,000/.  at 
their  disposal.  Jt  was  certainly  just  that 
all  those  who  were  employed  oy  the  public 
should  be  paid  by  the  public,  but  there 
should  be  something  like  decency  in  the 


.tot  in  Ireland.  There  were,  however,  in;  mode  of  the  application!  and  something 
Ireland,  many  men  upon  the  diifarenti  like  decency  in  the  selection  of  the  time  at 
Coasts  vho  were  employed  in  a  variety  of*  which  such  application  was  brought  for- 
smll  craft.  Some  naval  officers  had  been*  ward.  In  all  former  commissions  of  a  si- 
employed  by  .government  to  make  a  survey!  milar  nature,  he  understood  it  was  the 
of  the  coasts  of  Ireland,  and  in  doing  so!  practice  to  reward  ihe  labour  when  the 
they  had  found,  in  the  various  harbours,  j  task  was  accomplished  :  in  this  instance  the 


remuneration    was    demanded   when    the 


10,000  men,  employed  in  craft  of  different]  work  was  scarcely  begun.  lie  was  far  from 
kinds,  who  might,  perhaps,  become  valua-  j  throwing  any  imputation  on  the  individuals 
bfe  assistants  to  an  invading  foe.  He  1  who  composed  this  commission.  On  the 
thought  those  men  might  be  embodied  nnd  'contrary,  he  trusted  that  they  would  be 
brought  over  to  tins  country, with  great  ad-1  emulous  of  the  justly  deserved  reputation 
vantage,  to  act  iu  the  capacity  of  sea  fen-  of  the  commissioners  of  naval  enquiry,  and 
cibks.  There  would  also  a  farther  bene-  that  the  result  of  their  exertions  would  be 
it  result  from  employing  them  in  this  way. ;  correspondingly  beneficial  to  the  public; 
When  the  fertility  of  the  Irish  was  consi-   but  he  still   thought  it  his  duty  to  require, 

that  the  intended  application  of  the  sum 
that  he  had  alluded  to,  should  be  explained 
to  parliament.  Supposing  that  they  should 
continue  in  the  performance  of  their  duties 
tor  two  years,  their  salaries  would  amount 


dered,  it  was  not  going  too  far  to  estimate 
those  men  having  families  of  five  or  six 
each;  so  that  you  would,  in  time,.add  to 
the  population  o(  the  country,  from  50  to 
60/X)0  people.     The  hon.  member  men- 


tioned several    other  good  consequences :  only  to  15,000/.  and  there  would  then  be  a 


which  he  thought  would  result  from  their 
mixing  the  Irish  with  the  English  militia, 
and  hoped  the  bill  would  be  productive  of 
the  most  salutary  effects.— The  bill  was  then 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to-morrow. 

[Commission  of  Naval  Revision.] 
Mr.  Wkkbread,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice 
Which  be  had  given,  rose  to  submit  to  the 
Bouse  his  motion  on  this  subject.  He  said, 
that  it  must  have  been  observed  by  the 
noute,  that  in  the  ordinary  estimates  of  the 
navy  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  house  by  the  member  of  the  late  ad mi- 
*itf  ration,  whose  department  it  was  to  do 
10  then,  was  an  item  of  20,000/.  stated  to 
be  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  ex  pen- 
Dtiof  the  Civil  Commissioners  of  the  Navy. 
It  was  extraordinary  that  no  information 
*ai  contained  in  the  body  of  the  estimates 
of  the  intended  application  of  that  sum. 
the  Commissioners  of  Naval  Enquiry  had 
Bit  for  three  years,  and  had  been  engaged 
daring  the  whole  of  that  time  in  an  arduous 
Bourse  of  public  services,  which  they  had 


surplus  oi  5,000/.tbr  any  contingent  purpose. 
He  thought  it  but  justice  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  naval  enquiry,  to  observe,  that, 
during  the  whole  of  their  3  years  extensive 
investigation,  including  the  expences  of 
their  jouruies  at  different  limes  to  distant 
ports,  and  other  incidental  charges,  the 
whole  amount  of  the  public  money  speut 
by  them  did  not  exceed  5,000/.  He  should 
therefore  move,  u  that  there  be  laid  before 
the  house,  an  Account  of  the  intended  ap- 
plication of  the  sum  of  20,000/.  forming  an 
item  of  the  ordinary  estimate  of  his  ma- 
jesty's navy,  for  the  year  1806;  and  stated 
on  the  said  estimate  to  be  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  the  expeuces  of  the  commis- 
sion appointed  by  his  majesty  for  revising 
and  digesting  the  Civil  Affairs  of  the  navy, 
in  the  years  1805  and  1806';  together  with 
any  documents  upon  which  such  part  ot 
the  estimate  may  have  been  founded ;  also 
any  correspondence  that  may  have  passed 
between  the  admiralty  and  any  of  the  per- 
sons composiug  the  said  commission,  on 
the  subject  of  the  same." 


Host  meritoriously  performed,  and  yet  no  I      Lord  Caxtlercagh  had  no  objection  what 
provision  whatever  had  been  made  for  a  re- 1  ever  to  the  production  of  this  account. 
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supply,  containing  tr 
.v..:-i^  me  Ordnance  Estirr 
.ou  uiiat  these  be  read  a  sec 
•enteral  TarUton  took  this 
.  ::iuk:ng  some  observation 
v.. i  :t  his  duty  to  submit  to  tr. 
\as  very  anxious  to  know  the 
.:au  been  so  much  ridiculed  u 
of  the  Parish  bill,  a  bill  whic 
i he  less  become  highly  produ 
furnished  in  the  last  week  353 
".kewise  important  to  ascertai 
mination  of  government  wi 
ihat  very  meritorious,  very  usi 
respectable  body,  the  Volunti 
been  treated  by  a  right  hoi 
Windham)  when  he  was  on  t 
bench,  with  such  derision . 
a  military  man  thirty  years,  t 
which  had  been  spent  in  actn 
haps  more  would  have  been  s 
been  for  his  violent  attachn 
gentlemen  whom  he  then  sav 
sury  bench.  He  could  assi 
hou.  gent,  that  their  ideas  of  \ 
differed.  He  was  not  for  se 
all  the  formality  of  boxers, 
every  stratagem  and  every 
reach.  It  was  now  near  the  < 
and  our  military  preparation 
ing  still.  Another  right  ho. 
Sheridan)  had  borrowed  a  na< 
a  right  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
he  had  not  found  it  warm  enouj 
down  to  the  house,  to  move 
of  which  he  had  given  notice 
riod  of  the  session.  He  ren 
right  hon.  gent.'s  having  conit 
ministration  (the  onewhich  pre 
to  a  team  composed  of  black  h 
drawing  different  ways,  by  i 
dieted  that  the  state  coach  w« 
endangered.  He  should  like 
he  could  say  of  the  present 
in  which  there  were  horses 
and  all  descriptions,  black,  w 
dapple,  some  pulling  in  one  d 
plunging  in  another,  some  1 
prancing;  no  accord,  no  a 
that  could  promise  advantagi 
try.  With  regard  to  the  Q 
mates  before  the  house*  tU 
which  had  been  formed  ty*2 
tration,  unaltered       ' 
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pent  Board  of  Ordnance,  on  the  head  of 
which   particularly  he  passed  a  high  enco- 
mium.    In  his  opinion,  the  victory  of  Tra- 
falgar had  made  a  material  difference  in  th6 
situation  of  Great   Britain.      From    that 
epoch  we  might  consider  the  triumph  of 
our  navy  as  complete.     We  could  not  ex- 
pect that  the  French  would  again  dare  to 
contend  with  us  at  sea,  and  we  must  there- 
fore look  to  carry  on  the  war  in  some  other 
way.     Unless  some,  formidable  continental 
confederacy  could  be  formed  to  divert  the 
attention   of  the  enemy,  we   must  expect 
about  June,  that  the  French  troops  would 
flock  down  to  the  coast,  and  in  the  flotilla 
with  which  their  every  creek  and  harbour 
swarmed,  make  some  desperate  experiment 
upon  this  country.     He  had  no  doubt  that 
the  best  dispositions  would  l>e  made  to  re- 
ceive them  warmly,   but  he  could  not  help 
suggesting   the  propriety  of  not  allowing 
Woolwich  to  be  the  sole  depository  ol  our 
means  of  defence.     It  behoved  government 
to  take  steps  to  create  some  great  central 
depot.     It   might  be  said   that   one    was 
forming  at  Wedenbeck,   but  this  was  not 
sufficiently  central.     He  would  advise  one 
at  Leicester,  or  Nottingham,  in  which  every 
thing  should  be  provided  and  ready  tor  an 
army  of  200,000  men.     Under  the  present 
circumstances,  should  any  contingency  al- 
low the  French  to   watt  a  large  body  of 
troops  over  to  our  shores,  it  was  very  pos- 
sible, that  the  British  army  might  be  com- 
pelled to  act  at  an  unfavourable  juncture, 
merely  for  the  defence  of  Woolwich,  which 
from  its  nearness  to  the  coast  opposite  to 
France,  and  from  the  rapidity  with  which 
the    French   troops   were    accustomed   to 
march,  would  be  in  considerable  danger. 
Every  one  knew  the  importance  of  a  great 
arsenal.  It  was  the  capture  of  the  Austrian 
arsenal  in  Vienna,  that  led  io  the  treaty  of 
Presburgh.     No  man   would  fight  worse, 
because  he  knew   every  means  were  taken 
to  ensure  success  to  his  exertions.     Should 
a  central  depot,  such  as  he  had  recommen- 
ded, be  established;    should   the  French 
land  and  be  enabled  to  advance,  the  coun- 
try might  rely  on  the  bravery  of  the  people 
of  the  North,  of  the  inhabitants  of  York- 
shire, of  Cheshire,    of  Lancashire,    who 
would  thus  have  it  in  their  power  to  com- 
bat, and  there  could  be  no  doubt,  ultimately, 
to  defeat  the  foe.     After  a  brief  recapitu- 
lation, he  concluded  by  declaring,  in  the 
words  of  Mr.  Burke,  "  that  he  would  rather 
be  despised  for  too  anxious  apprehension, 
than  ruined  by  too  confident  security." 


Mr.  Calcrqft  said,  that  instead  of  the 
question  before  the  house,  and  the  only 
regular  one  in  discussion,  the  speech  of 
the  hou.  general  embraced  such  a  variety 
of  topics  as  rendered  it  extremely  difficult 
to  discover  what  was  his  principal  object. 
He  should  not,  however,  follow  him  over 
a  field  so  desultory  and   irrelevant,   but 
confine  himself  to  the  subject  of  the  Ord- 
nance Kstimates ;   with  the   merit  or  de- 
merit of  which,  those  who  had  now  the 
direction  of  that  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice certainly  had  little  or  nothing  to  do; 
nor  could  they  have  the  most  distant  wish 
of  assuming  to  themselves  any  share  of  the 
praise  or  dispraise  to  which  it  might  be  en* 
titled,  or  to  conceal  from  the  house  what 
every  clerk  in  the  offices  belonging  to  that 
department  must  know ;  namely,  that  those 
estimates  were  formed  by  their  predeces- 
sors iu  office.  They  found  them  ready  form- 
ed,   and    under   existing    circumstances, 
deemed  it  eligible  to  adopt  them  ;  and  so 
far  from  depreciating  their  merits,  he  was 
ready  to  defend  their   adoption,   against 
any  censure  which  might  be  thrown  on 
them.    The  noble  lord  now  at  the  head  of 
that  department  had  found,  that  great  ex- 
penditures had  already  been  devoted  to 
the  establishment  of  old  works  and  systems 
of  defence  begun,  which  he  deemed  it  much 
more  eligible  to  complete  and  carry  into 
effect,  than  to  attempt  the  erection  or  es- 
tablishment of  new.    With  regard  to  those 
designs  that  had  been  only  planned,  but  of 
which  the  execution  had  not  been  begun 
bv  the  former  administration,  he  admitted 
that  some  of  them  had  also  been  included 
iu  the  estimates  now  on  the  table ;  but  the 
board  did  not  therefore  pledge  themselves 
to  abide  by  those  plans.  They  might  adopt 
them  with  exceptions,  or  reject  some  of 
them  entirely,  as  -should  appear  most  pro- 
per on  farther  deliberation,  or  from  the 
occurrence  of  new  circumstances.     In  this 
case  the  money  that  had  been  destined  for 
those  services  might  be  returned  or  voted 
to  some  other  purpose.    The  only  altera- 
tion in  the  present  estimate,  from  that 
which  was  formed  by  the  late  board  of  ord- 
nance, was  an  article  against  which  the 
sum  of  12,000/.  was  written;  and   compa- 
ring the  same  estimate  for  several  prece- 
ding years,    it  had  been  found,  on  inspec- 
tion, that  the  laboratory  at  Woolwich  had 
annually  exceeded  25,000/.    It  had  been 
thought  therefore,  that,  contrary  to  the 
former  practice,  the  fairest  way  was  to 
bring  forward  that  specific  sum  in  the  esti- 
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wlitcli  would  mafait  parliament  to  judge  of 
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ither  ambiguously  respecting  the  Addi- 
onal  Force  act.  He  had  indeed  admitted 
oat  it  would  form  no  part  of  the  plan  he 
?as  about  to  submit  to  the  house ;  but  he 
iad  not  stated  explicitly  if  it  was  in  con- 
era  pi  at  ion  to  repeal  this  act.  So  much 
on vi need  was  he  of  the  good  effects  of  this 
tct,  and  so  anxious  for  its  continuance, 
iat,  should  it  not  he  repealed,  he  thought 
he  suspension,  however  unpleasant  in  the 
neau  time,  would  be  amply  compensated 
yy  its  continuance  and  vigorous  execu- 
tion. At  the  same  time  it  became  an  ob- 
ject to  know  whether  the  bill  was  to  be 
repealed  or  not,  that  those  counties  which 
Dad  not  conformed  to  its  provisions  might 
bow  in  what  situatjon  they  stood.  For, 
the  moment  this  bill  should  be  discharged, 
without  some  legislative  provision  for  the 
purpose,  those  parishes  that  had  not  raised 
their  quotas  would  be  indemnified  from 
the  penalties  incurred  by  the  said  act.  This 
certainly  would  be  highly  unfair,  and  be 
doing  an  injustice-  to  those  counties  that 
had  fulfilled  their  duty.  But  if  it  was  in- 
tended, in  order  to  avoid  this  injustice,  to 
make  those  parishes  pay  the  flues  they  had 
incurred,  it  was  but  fair1  also  to  pot  them 
on  their  guard,  and  to  let  them  know  the 
penalty  to  which  they  were  liable.  This 
would  also  have  the  farther  good  effect  of 
doing  the  bill  that  justice  in  the  execution 
to  which  it  was  entitled.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  therefore  ought,  not  only  to  that 
Dome,  but  also  to  the  public,  to  make  a 
positive  declaration  of  his  intentions.  The 
noble  lord  then  proceeded  to  shew  the 
strength  and  vigour  which  this  bill  had  ex- 
hibited, notwithstanding  the* disadvantages 
pnder  which  it  had  laboured  from  the  pro* 
Stsed  hostility  of  the  present  administra- 
tion. Then  adverting  to  the  Volunteer 
iystem,  he  maintained  it  to  be  impossible 
&at  any  thing  like  a  volunteer,  whatever 
uigfrt  be  the  abilities  of  the  right  hon. 
pat,  could  look  without  dread  and  dis- 
paragement to  any  counsels  that  he  was 
Apposed  to  influence.  The  noble  lord 
included  by  calling  on  the  right  hon.  gent. 
6  declare  more  explicitly  his  intentions 
tspecting  the  bill ;  and  should  the  bill  be 
tpealed,  if  he  intended  to  levy  the  fines 
to  the  deficient  parishes  according  to  the 
■pint-  of  the  bill  ?  On  this  and  other  ques- 
fens  connected  with  >  the  military  defence 
>f  the  country,  it  was  indispensible  that  an 
bimediate  determination  should  take  place, 
fed  that  the  men  of  talents,  of  which  the 
tar  mdministratumwas  said  to  be  formed, 


should  hasten  to  exert  those  talents  in  af 
way  calculated  to  be  of  service  to  the  pub- 
lic. The  patient  might  otherwise  expire 
before  the  state- physicians  had  made  up 
their  minds,  as  to  the)  prescriptions  that 
ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Secretary  Wmdhem  said,  that  a  right 
hon.  gent,  opposite  him  (Mr.  Cadnitig} 
had,  on  a  former  occasion,  expressed  an 
opinion  that  the  new  ministers  ought' toy 
have  been  ready  with  their  plan*  in  tikm' 
space  of  three  days  after  coming  into  of- 
fice; but  be  surely  ought  to  have  consi- 
dered, and  the  noble  lord-  in  particular 
should  have  repressed  his-  impatience,  by' 
reflecting  that  the  dilemma  to  which-  they' 
were  reduced,  and  which  wanted  so  mucti- 
explanation,  arose  from  difficulties- which 
the  noble  lord' himself  and  his  frittid*  had 
created.  Their  military  system-  had- been* 
jBo'bad,  that  it  naturally  produced  those 
difficulties.  The  strong'  expectation  ex- 
pressed on  the  other  side  of  thehotfte,  of* 
something,  new,  was  a  p rooty  even  iU'tneiK* 
opinion,  that  something  more  effectual  weaf' 
absolutely  required  to  be  done.  The  dou- 
ble lord  had  very  properly  compared*  thef- 
present  military  system  to  a- sick  patients 
But  who  had  reduced  the  wretched -patient- 

.to  that  languishing1  state?  How  came  the' 
patient  to  be  in  his  present  situation  ?  Wnaf 
it  not  the  noble  lord  add  his  friends  who' 
bad  brought  him  to  death's  door?  And1 
yet;  those  who  had  brought  the  country  toy 
that  state;  were  now  loud  in  their  reproaches* 
against  their  successors,  for  not  restoring  the' 
patient  instantly  to  health-.  The  noble  lord* 
wished  to  know,  what  was  to  be  done  ?-  On- 
onis head  it  was  very  difficult  to  statisfy  hi# 
(enquiry.  The  whole  of  what  had  been ' 
urged  on  the  other  side  came  to  this1;  the5 
gentlemen- felt  that' they  had'  brought  the: 
country  into  difficulties,  and  expressed* 
their  surprise  that  ministers  should  be  so : 
long  in  extricating-  it  from  them.  >  As  to-' 
the  admonition  of  the  noble1  lord,  with  re-' 
spect  to  the  other  topics  upon-  which'  he^ 
had  touched,  he  had  only  to  say,  that  the1 
attention  of  his  majesty's  ministers  would* 
be  seriously  directed  towards  then?*  To' 
,the  other  points  on  which  the  noble  loroV 
asked  information,  he  had  no-' answer  te 
make ;  not  that  he  was  unprepared  to  give' 
the  answer,  but  because  he  did  not  con- 
ceive that  the  noble  lord  had  any  right  to 
put  the  questions.  He'  had  nothing  te 
add,  therefore,  to  what  he  had  said  before 
on  the  subject;  namely,  that  the  question - 
vas  under  the  consideration  of  go  vein- 
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meat,  and  would,  in  due<time,  be  submitted 
to  parliament. 

■  Mr.  Canning  thought  the  right  hon.  gent, 
might  have  given  some  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion of  his  noble  friend,  relative  to  the 
course  intended  to  be  pursued  with  regard 
to  the  penalties.  As  the  right  hon.  gent. 
had  alluded  to  what  had  fallen  from  him 
in  a  former  debate,  be  should  briefly  ad- 
vert to  his  speech  on  that  occasion.  He 
had  never  said,  that  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had  made  any  declaration,  that  in  three 
days,  he  would  produce  a  plan  to  meet  the 
necessity  of  the  times.  The  declaration 
be  alluded  to  was  made  before  there  was 
any  prospect  of  an  immediate  change,  on 
the  first  day  of  the  session,  when  the  right 
hon.  gent,  had  observed,  on  a  wish  being 
expressed  for  some  delay  of  the  public 
business  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
moment,  that  five  days  delay  was  the 
longest  the  military  system  would  admit 
of.  This  declaration  had  been  made  under 
circumstances  of  a  peculiar  nature ;  and 
withwhat feelings,  he  left  the  house  to  de- 
termine. The  right  hon.  gent,  had  wholly 
mistated  the  argument  of  his  noble  friend. 
He  assumed,  that  it  was  admitted  on  their 
side  of  the  house,  that  some  remedy  was 
necessary.  But  in  their  observations  they 
did  not  compare  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  mea- 
sure with  their  own,  but- with  his  promises; 
not  with  the  system  hitherto  acted  upon, 
but  with  that  which  he  had  held  forth. 
They  compared  what  he  was  to  do,  with 
what  he  had  promised  he  could  and  would 
do.  A  long  delay  had  taken  place  since 
the  accession  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  to 
power,  and  yet  he  did  not  think  himself 
called  upon  to  make  any  previous  declara- 
tion to  the  house  and  the  country,  of  the 
measures  he  proposed  to  adopt.  But  no 
person,  who  had  attended  to  the  discus- 
sions in  that  house  for  the  last  four  years, 
would  think  the  application  for  informa- 
tion on  such  topics  very  new.  It  was  par- 
ticularly to  be  expected  from  ah  adminis- 
tration, combining,  as  had  been  asserted, 
and  as  they  themselves  represented,  and 
what  he  was  not  disposed  to  deny,  all  the 
talents,  all  the  abilities,  and  all  the  experi- 
ence and  wisdom  of  the  country,  that  they 
should  be  ready  to  bring  forward  their 
measures  without  much  delay.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  had  proposed  many  systems 
and  advanced  many  theories  for  the  public 
service  before  he  was  in  office,  and  yet  he 
had  been  so  long  in  administration  without 
either  having  made  up  his  mind,  or  been 


able  to  persuade  his  colleague 
his  plan.     If  they  were  to  a 
questions  with  a  view  to  dm 
right  hon.  gent,  a  premature  i 
his  measures,  they  would  ill  dif 
duty  to  the  public.     But  it  w 
collected,  that  the  late  mini 
for  a  varied  force ;  the  right  h 
the*  contrary,  would  have  it 
that  is,  of  the  description  a 
foreign  service.      Was    it    n< 
alarming,  that  so  much  time 
been  suffered  to  elapse  withoi 
stated  his  intentions  on  this 
wished  to  keep  up  the  Volu 
he,  on  the  contrary,  though  hi 
preciate  or  undervalue  the  V< 
dividually,  had  declared  the  v 
to  be  radically  wrong.     Was  : 
fore  alarming,  and  was  it  not 
those  Volunteers,  who,  in  a  n 
had  fallen  under  his  suapicio 
anxious  (o  know,  as  early  as  p 
measures  the  right  hon.  get 
adopt  with  respect  to  them  ?  Ai 
of  anxiety  arose  from  the  c 
relating  to  the  Additional  Fo 
right  hon.  gent.   (Mr.  Sheric 
the  confidence  of  the  present  I 
on  the  first  day  of  the  session 
of  a  motion  for  its  repeal, 
matter  of  great  anxiety  to  kne 
that  would  be  pursued  with  r< 
measure  ?  Another  source  of 
the  principle  of  responsibility 
ned  to  the  individual  membei 
nistration,  who  was  particular 
in  the  execution  of  measures 
doctrine  he  differed.     The  ag 
not  the  individual,  was  the  < 
confidence ;  and  he  did  hope, 
sent  administration,  though 
say  that  he  approved  of  the 
of  particular  individuals  to  the 
they  occupied,  would  beeutitl 
fidencc,  because  he  saw  that  t 
great  ruling  spirit,  onepresi 
guide,  controul,  and  direct 
As  a  war  minister,  he  could 
of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  and  he 
the  opinion  of  nine-tenths  o 
was  with  him.     If  he  judged© 
ing  to  a  standard  which  had 
mended  in  another  instance,  1 
the  future  by  the  past,  he  saw 
be  satisfied  with  him  in  his  j 
tion.  .  The  right  hon.  gent 
nourish  that  fine  .tree,  the  x 
and  to  do  so  by  clearing  awa 
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,  for  that  bad  been  one  of  bis  plans, 
iciher  reason  why  be  could  not  give  bis 
m  was,  a  declaration  made 
y  himself,  and  whicb,  without  such  deela- 
i,  be  could  impute  to  no  man,  that  he 
It  Dine  yean  in  a  Cabinet,  though  he 
approved  of  all  its  measures  during  that 
iriod,  excepting  the  war- 
Mr.  IVtntitiim  utterly  denied   the  decla- 
)S  that  had  been  imputed  to  him.   He 
asd  inveighed  against  the  measure  of  the 
hah  bill,  without  pledging  himself  to 
ing  forward  any  specific  measure  in  its 
ice.     That   he   had   agreed   during    the 

*  years  of  his  former  administration 
Ih  his  colleagues  in  office  iu  nothing  but 
e   war,    lie  utterly  denied   having   said. 

*  war  had  been  the  basis  on  which  he 
id  gone  into  power,  ^aud  was  what  he  had 

Rgsrded  as  the  bond  of  union  with  thai 
* inio is t ration.  Whether  that  conduct  was 
Jn  or  nut,  it  was  not  now  a  proper  time 

to  discuss. 
Mr.  WAitbreati  said,   he  gave   credit  to 
Bright  htm.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down, 

*  that  open  and  manly  enmity  which  he 
d  so  early  and  pointedly  marked  to  the 
Weal  administration:  he  admitted  also  the 
indoess  of  the  noble  lord  who  professed, 

iner  which  one  would  be  inclined  to 
r  as  rather  a  little  insidious,  that  it 
■*,  nut  his  wish  to  press  the  right  lion,  se- 
cretarv  to  premature  explanations  upon 
the  plans  iu  contemplation.  Indeed  he  had 
Wd,  that  it  would  be  highly  imprudent 
(or  the  right  hon-  gent,  to  disclose  any  part 
offhose  plans,  and  yet  the  whole  of  his 
ipeecb  was  composed  of  questions  pur- 
posely directed  to  t:\tort  that  disclosure. 
Tbe  anxiety  of  the  noble  lord  seemed  par- 
ticularly manifested  by  bis  curiosity  to 
bow  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  Addi- 
tional Force  bill,  and  by  his  extreme  soli- 
citude, lest  the  name  penalties  and  embar- 
rassing exactions,  to  which  one  pure  of  the 
country  had  been  subjected,  should  not  he 
attended  to  all  tbe  rest  ?  He  begged  it, 
hwever,  to  be  recollec:ed,  that  the  omis- 
Mn  of  raising  men  in  those  parishes,  was 
t  owing  to  neglect,  but  to  impossibility; 
1  that  by  much  the  greater  number  ol 
m  were  unable  to  pay  the  fines  they  had 
(hereby  incurred.  Rigorously  to  exact 
ttlot*  lines  would  be  a  curious  expedient, 
to  prevent  -vexation  in  one  part  of  the 
\  and  of  jealousy  iu  another.  The 
>n.  gent.  «ho  spetjee  iast,  was  un- 
"'leVulunteers should  take  alarm  at 
<  suspence,  as  tu  what 
Vot.  VI. 


to  be  adopted  respecting  them.  Ha 
had  ihtt  honour  to  be  a  Volunteer,  and  he, 
ir  his  part,  felt  no  such  alarm,  and  he  was 
iiifjdent  also  that  no  such  alarm  could  be 
It  uy  tbe  Volunteers  in  general, as  friends 
to  their  country,  in  consequence  of  any 
i uncertainty  under  which  the*  might  remain 
until  ministers  brought  forward  their  sy«- 
VYith  respect  to  tbe  wonderful  effi- 
cacy so  recently  discovered  in  tbe  opera- 
of  the  Additional  Force  bill,  he  begged 
now  on  what  authority  the  right  lion, 
gent,  made  his  assertion  ?  or  how  that  bill, 
administered  by  him  and  his  friends, 
should  be  so  unproductive,  and  ya-t  so  ef- 
fective now  that  they  hail  ceased  lo  have 
ihe  management  of  it  ?  The  hon.  member 
said,  he  could  not  speak  from  official  docu- 
ments, for  he  had  recourse  lonone;  but 
lie  could  speak  from  the  authority  of  those 
who  bad  recourse  to  such  information,  and 
the  right  hon.  genl.  that  this  recent 
efficacy  in  the  bill  was  not  the  effect  of  its 
.tural  operation,  but  the  work  of  crimps 
id  recruiting  officers,  in  turning  over  to 
the  parish  levies,  men  under  size  for  the 
litia.  In  respect  lo  the  delay 
of  which  he  had  complained,  six  weeks 
only  had  elapsed  since  bis  right  hon.  friend 
into  office  ;  a  period  surely  not 
Die  to  require  for  investigating 
'hole  military  system  of  the  country, 
and  endeavouring  to  form  a  system  free 
from  those  defects  and  blunders,  with  which 
it  was  fraught  under  his  predecessors!  As 
the  lecture  of  the  noble  lord  to  his  right 
hon.  friend,  he  should  only  say,  that  if 
there  was  any  mark  to  direct  lo  the  proper 
tourse  to  be  pursued,  it  was  to  do  the  very 
reverse  of  what  the  noble  lord  had  adopt- 
ed whilst  he  was  a  member  of  the  adnii- 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  said,  that  at  another 
time,  he  might  be  inclined  to  go  more  at 
lar^e  into  the  general  topics  that  had  been 
introduced  into  tins  discussion,  but  in  the 
present  instance  he  meant  only  to  observe 
shortly  upon  some  points  that  had  been 
touched  upon  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  op- 
posite, (Mr.  Canning).  That  right  hou. 
gent,  had  stated,  that  the  present  adminis- 
tration comprised  all  the  talents  in  the 
country  ;  and  he  had  even  staled  it  in  such 
a  maimer  as  might  lead  to  a  supposition 
that  they  had  so  represented  themselves, 
lie  should  be  happy  that  the  right  hou. 
gent,  would  stale  on  what  occasion  he  lud 
heard  them  so  represent  then)  J*  Ives.  It 
was  impossible   that  they  cuulo  htiv*  said 

ii  U 


467J 


PARL.  DEBATES,  March  17,  1806.— Ordnance  tstiatHet* 


to,  when  they  saw  the  right  hem.  gent,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  house.  It  would  be 
ridiculous  in  any  person  to  insinuate  that 
ministry  comprised  all  the  talent  of  the 
country,  when  the  right  hon.  gent,  was 
out  of  office.  Not  only  the  right  hon.  gent. 
but  his  colleagues  on  the  same  btuich  with 
him,  had  made  such  a  representation  im- 
possible, particularly  by  the  display  of  ta- 
lent which  they  had  already  made  in  op- 
position. This  declaration  he  (Mr.  Fox) 
made  for  himself  and  his  colleagues.  It 
was  possible  some  of  the  friends  of  the 
present  administration,  thinking  too  highly 
of  their  merits,  might  from  prejudice  or 
partiality  have  so  described  them,  but  he 
thought  it  was  hafdly  for  the  friends  of  a 
right  hon.  gent,  lately  deceased,  (Mr.  Pitt) 
to  be  the  first  to  object  to  that  species  of 
compliment.  He  had  never,  so  far  as  that 
right  hon.  gent,  was  concerned,  observed 
the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  an  enemy  to 
panegyric ;  let  him  look  to  what  he  him- 
self had  said  of  his  late  right  hon.  friend, 
and  perhaps  he  would  not  think  the  par- 
tiality of  friends  so  unwarrantable.  With 
respect  to  his  right  hon.  friend  near  him 
(Mr.  Windham),  the  right  hon.  gent,  had 
said,  that  he  had  no  opinion  of  him,  nor 
any  confidence  in  him  as  a  war  minister, 
and  that  Q9  out  of  every  100  were  of  the 
same  mind  with  him  on  this  subject.  This 
opinion  the  right  hon.  gent,  immediately 
took  as  granted,  and  then  went  on — not  to 
propose  to  turn  him  out— but  to  say,  "  Be- 
fore you  have  fully  matured  your  plan,  ex- 
plain to  me  the  nature  of  it."  Was  it,  he 
would  ask,  a  fair  inference  of  want  of  con- 
fidence, to  require  of  his  right  hon.  friend 
to  tell  them  the  nature  of  his  plan  out  of 
time  ?  His  right  hon.  friend  admitted  he 
was  not  completely  ready.  In  that  case  he 
presumed  to  think  it  extremely  hard  that 
gentlemen  opposite  should  say,  Answer  us 
on  a  point  on  which  you  confess  you  are 
not  ready.  It  was  pretty  well  known  that  it 
was  the  wish  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  lately 
deceased,  to  get  the  friends  with  whom  he 
(Mr.  Fox)  acted,  to  make  a  part  of  his 
(Mr.  Pitt's)  administration,  and  that  such 
endeavours  had  been  used  with  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windham),  after  he  had 
made  the  speeches  to  which  the  right  hon. 
gent,  opposite  alluded.  It  might,  indeed, 
be  said,  that  it  was  not  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  Mr.  Pitt,  to  have  given  his  right 
hon.  friend  the  war  department,  but  to 
have  placed  him  in  some  other  situation. 
If  he  (Mr.  Fox),  however,  understood  the 


right  hon.  gent,  opposite,  w 
place  could  have  satisfied  th 
genu,  or  removed  hie  objectior 
hon.  friend's  holding  any  sit 
would  have  said,  "  It  is  not 
of  the  particular  department 
my  confidence,  but  to  the  * 
ministry.''  The  right  hon.  ■. 
of  delay.  It  was  not  till  the 
that  his  right  hon.  friend's  wri 
The  right  lion.  gent.  (Mr.  Pit 
he  was  convinced  the  right  ho 
posite  would  not  willingly  in 
or  any  other  bad  quality,  did 
weeks  after  his  return  to  po 
his  Additional  Force  act.  Tl 
which  intervened  was  nearh 

• 

in  the  present  instance.  Thei 
gle  act  only  was  to  be  introdf 
there  was  a  new  system  to 
There,  however,  no  objection 
started,  neither  were  any  pren 
ries  made  into  the  nature  of  th 
he  intended  to  adopt.  If  the 
any  such,  how  awkwardly  mi 
hon.  gent,  have  found  himsel 
declaring  it  to  bo  built  on  a  sy 
he  himself  had  been  decrying 
last  three  weeks  !  The  right 
tary  declared  that  he  could  n 
reason  for  putting  any  quest 
present,  but  a  wish  to  enibai 
good  motive  could  the  persist 
ceed  from,  when  his  right  hoi 
slated  that  he  was  not  quite  n 
forward  his  measure?  If  he  ' 
delay,  why  not  bring  forward 
a  charge  to  that  effect,  and  let 
be  the  subject  of  parliament 
But  what  advantage  could  pre 
premature  declaration,  similai 
required  ?  From  what  good  i 
the  wish  to  procure  such  a 
proceed  ?  He  should  only  p 
candour  of  the  right  hon.  g 
If,  before  the  plan  of  the  milil 
ments  now  in  agitation  had  b 
be  laid  before  the  house,  hi 
friend  had  at  once  moved  for 
the  Additional  Force  bill,  w 
was  ready  to  substitute  in  its 
would  the  right  hon.  gent. 
Would  he  not  have  said ;  " 
your  haste  to  shew  your  triuti 
gentleman  who  is  now  no  mc 
you  not  have  waited  with  pi 
allowed  the  act  to  take  its  co 
were  ready -with  a  substitute] 
appeal  to  the  right  hon*  gent*  i 
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.  his  conduct;  and,  if  his 
rjjit  bun.  friend  oow  said  that  this  bill 
Jucmed  no  part  of  his  plan,  did  it  not  fol- 
io* that  tins  was  nut  the  time  to  'iuvesti* 
pic  or  discuss  its  merits  I 

>Ir.  Canning,  in  reply  lo  the  appeal  made 

k»  hwiand.iur,  acknowledged,  that  if  the 

A4ditinr.nl    Force   act   had   bean   repealed 

Wfo;e  the  new  system  was  proposed,  he 

sbauld  not  only  have  arraigned  it  as  an  im- 

jniici.cn  to  obtain  a  triumph,  but  also  have 

■tmstsd  11.  with  the  conduct  ot  his  right 

m.  deputed  friend,   who  did   not  repeal 

o  act  of  his  predecessors,   until   In;  had 

substitute  .ready  to  replace  it.     For  sum* 

ftut.  the  right  Ml.  gent.  (Mr,  Windham) 

but  been  saying,  that  a  proper  system  oi 

defence  might  be  formed  by  any  other  than 

dnvtllirs,   by  getting  rid  of  the  existing 

incumbrances;   but  oow  it  appeared,  that 

k*  did  not  find  the  task  so  easy  as  he  was 

■  [lie  habit  of  represent inj  it  to  be. 

Mr.  Ptrecxai  thought  that  the  different 
topics  which  had  been  discussed  this  night, 
•ouldcome  more  properly  before  the  house 
en  i  future  occasion,  lie  thought,  how- 
s»fr,  that  it  was  hardly  correct  in  the  right 
"  «.  gent.  (Mr.  Fox)  to  say,  that  it  was  im- 
IWstible  the  question  could  have  been  put 
btai  a  good  motive,  mote  particularly  as 
liis  noble  friend  did  not  press  his  question 
concerning  the  plan  which  die  right  hun. 
secretary  (.\fr.  Windham)  had  in  conteiu- 
plstiou,  but  limited  it  ;is  to  the  penalties. 
This  he  thought  was  a  reasonable  and  pro- 
per question,  as,  while  it  was  suffered  to 
remain  in  EUsfKUCe  whether  they  were  to 
be  levied  or  not,  it  acted  with  a  double 
disadvantage.  With  regard  to  the  expec- 
tation that  had  been  said  to  exist  on  this 
side  of  the  house,  he  denied  it  in  be  pecu- 
ir  to  this  side,  and  thought  it  not  unrea- 
sonable, considering  the  pledges  that  had 
been  held  out.  The  right  (ion.  gent,  had 
in  in  the  habit  of  considering  what  had 
n  done  on  this  subject  as  mere  drtveHiiig, 
1  representing  it  as  necessary  only  to 
bx  away  the  rubbish.  U  was  not  won- 
eWful  then  thalsome  disappointment  should 
be  felt  wlkin  he  was  so  backward  with  In- 
ns. For  his  own  part  however,  he  had 
t  with  uo  disappointment,  lie  never 
thought  the  right  lion,  gint.'s  plans  would 
ba  realised.  He  never  believed  that  better 
flutu  could  be  got  than  those  now  existin; 
Sir.  Fox  explained,  that  he  ascribed  n 
I  motives  to  any  one,  and  had  only  said 
t  be  could  see  no  good  one  for  those 


Dr.  Laurence  agreed  with  the  lion,  gent, 
who  had  just  sat  down,  that   this  was  not 
time  to  enter  into  a  discussion  on  the 
subject,     lie  however  thought  the  conduct 
of  the  getitlemeu  on  the  other  side  was  so 
:raordinary,  that  lie  could   not  refrain 
m  adverting  to  a  few  particulars.    They 
had  required  bis  right  hou.  friend  to  make 
statement  of  eertaiti  pans  of  his  plan, 
hen   he   had   already  declared,    that  the 
plan  he  intended  to  propose,  was  not  eu- 
•ely  arranged.     It  seemed  as  if  their  ob- 
3t  was  to  iudueo  hiin  to  make  declara- 
uis,  which  heieufter  might  btt  stated  as  a 
rb  on  his  action*.     But  what  man  would 
■  so  absurd  as  to  make  declarations,  when 
they  were  so  likely   to  be  mislated  ?  when, 
the  debate  of  that  very  night,  such  mis- 
ipresentations   had   been  made  of  former 
declarations  ?  In  fact,  they  could  not  be  de- 
pended on  :  and  he  thought  his  right  hon. 
friend   had  acted  wisely  in  avoiding  them 
tirely. — The  Resolutions  were  then  read 
d  agreed  to. 

[Arraias  of  India.]  Mr. Paull moved 
it  an  order  of  the  house,  of  the  M7tb  of 
n.  last,  for  the  production  of  certain 
papers  relative  to  the  management  of  Affairs 
India,  be  read;  which  being  done,  the 
hon.  member  stated,  that  upwards  of  9 
ihs  ago,  he  had  moved  for  certain  pa- 
.  which  he  intended  to  make  the  foun- 
)0  of  charges  BgaiAK  the  marquis  Wel- 
leslev  ;  on  the  S/ih  of  Jan,  last,  he  had 
moved  for  other  papers  of  a  similar  nature  ; 
and  on  the  1st  Feb.  an  hon,  member  (Mr. 
Wallace)  had  moved  for  certain  other  pa- 
pers, with  a  view  of  vindicating  the  noble 
marquis  from  the  charges  which  he  (Mr. 
fault)  lot  ended  to  bring  against  him.  With- 
out imputing  it  as  any  blame  to  the  pre- 
sent ministers,  he  had  to  state  it  as  a  mat- 
ter of  complaint,  that  though  the  papers 
which  he  had  moved  for  had  been  ordered 
so  long  previous  to  the  others,  yet  that 
those  papers  which  formed  the  noble  mar- 
quis's defence,  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
members  of  tue  house,  while  those  which 
he  had  moved  for,  and  which  lormed  the 
ground  of  charge  against  the  noble  marquis 
were,  111  a  great  measure,  not  yet  uu  the 
table  of  the  house.  He  therefore  moved, 
"  that  returns  of  the  papers  contained  in  the 
order  of  the  2?ta  Jan.  be  made  forthwith." 
Mr.  Wallace  said,  he  had  repeatedly 
staled  to  the  hon.  gent,  the  reason  why 
these  papers  had  not  been  before  produc  ■  . 
At  the  time  the  changes  in  administrates 
were  likely  to  take  place,  and  that,  of  course, 
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there  was  to  be  a  great  alteration  in  the 
board  of  controul,  the  gentlemen  who  com- 
posed that  board  thought  it  better  to  leave 
the  papers,  collected  as  they  ■  were,  for  the 
inspection  of  those  who  were  to  succeed 
them  in  office,  and  to  allow  them  to  exer- 
cise their  discretion  on  them.  With  re- 
spect to  the  papers  for  the  defence,  which 
were  produced  before  the  others,  he  had 
only  to  state  that  they  were  collected,  and 
ready  for  printing,  at  the  time  they  were 
moved  for,  and  were,  of  coun>e,  instantly 
laid  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Fox  thought,  that  if  the  papers  for 
the  defence  were  produced,  and  the  others 
kept  back,  the  matter  should  be  explained. 

Mr.  Hiley  Addington  said,  that  the  papers 
with  respect  to  Oude,  were  so  voluminous, 
amounting  to  5  or  6  folio  volumes,  that 
though  they  were  left  ready  by  the  former 
Board  of  Controul,  yet  a  considerable  time 
was  necessarily  consumed  by  the  present 
board  in  examining  into  them,  to  ascer- 
tain whether  they  could  with  propriety  be 
laid  before  the  house. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  towards  the 
close  of  the  last  session,  when  these  papers 
were  moved  for,  there  was  no  backward- 
ness, on  the  part  of  the  board,  to  bring  them 
forward ;  but  they  were  so  voluminous,  that 
it  was  impossible  it  could  be  done  in  the 
course  of  that  session.  When,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session,  affairs  took  a 
different  turn,  he  was  not  ashamed  to  say, 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  changes  which 
were  about  to  take  place  in  the  administra- 
tion, he,  and  those  who  then  acted  with  him, 
left  it  to  their  successors  to  examine  into 
these  papers,  and  consider  of  the  propriety 
of  granting  them  or  not. 

Mr.  Creetey  said,  the  papers  would  be 
made  out  as  soon  as  they  possibly  could. 

Mr.  Kerr  reprobated  the  idea  of  gentle- 
men moving  for  papers  of  such  magnitude, 
which  were  useless,  inasmuch  as  few  gen- 
tlemen read  them.  He  reprobated  the 
practice  of  publishing  papers  relative  to  the 
affairs  of  India,  under  pretence  of  crimi- 
nating the  marquis  Wellesley,  as  it  disclo- 
sed to  the  enemy  much  information  which 
might  hereafter  prove  mischievous  to  our 
India  possessions. — The  question  was  then 
put,  and  the  return  ordered  to  be  made 
forthwith. 

Mr.  Paull  then  rose  and  said  :— Sir ;  I 
shall  trespass  very  shortly  on  the  patience  of 
the  house,  and  I  shall  abstain,  as  much  as 
possible,  from  any  mention  of  the  noble  mar- 
quis, who  is  the  object  of  my  accusation :  but, 


sir,  if  I  abstain  from  applyii 
think  the  conduct  of  that  nobl 
the  nabob  of  Surat  merits,   ii 
from  no  dread  of  the  violence  i 
a  noble  lord  under  me.  (Ten 
so  ready  on  every  occasion, 
broad  shield  of  his  protection, 
connections,  to  the  characte 
governor-general  of  India.— 
ceed  to  lay  the  grounds  for 
have  given  notice  of,  I  mu 
house  one  moment,  and  cal 
tion  to  the  grounds  of  chars 
your  table,  which  will  show,  t 
1  am  this  night  to  move  for 
sential,  not  only  to  establis 
sion  and  injustice  towards 
Surat,  but  to  prove  a  leadi 
the  system  which  lord  Wellesl 
from  the  hour  of  his  arrival, 
removal,  he  was  prevented 
mischief,  from  further  acts  of 
oppression.  —  There   are   nt 
grounds  of  four  charges  agai; 
lord  before  the  house ;  the  < 
the  nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  i 
Oude,  the  illegal  appointmer 
lesley,  and  that  relating  to 
peace  with  the  rajah  of  Bhi 
first  was  brought  forward  b; 
gent.  (Mr.  Sheridan)  who -is  i 
house,  but  who  stands  pledge* 
and  the  country  to  proceed  ii 
His  character  is  so  high,  his 
with  this  subject  so  extent 
part  he  has  taken  in  the  in 
Indian  offences  so  well  know 
able  and  so  conspicuous,  thi 
presumptuous  in  me  to  brin 
recollection  of  the  house.     I 
ticipate  the  contents  of  the 
or  say  any  thiug  more  as  to 
ment  of  the  hou.  Mr.  Welles 
the  declared,  decided  opinic 
rectors  is  on  my  side,  both 
gality  and  the  expediency  of 
merit ;  nor  would  I  now  reve; 
duct  of  the  war  against  the  ru 
pore  and  tr^e  peace  with  thu 
to  say,  that,  let  his  conduct' 
have  been  ever  so  treachei 
abandoned,   ever  so  perjun 
not  a  tittle  of  my  accusation 
Wellesley,  for  that  war  and  i 
— By  the  papers  that  are  befi 
the  dethronement  of  the  heii 
of  the  ancient  and  illustrio 
the  Carnatic  is  defended,  on 
the  treasons  committed  by  1 


I 
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the  English  nation;  the  seizure  of  Oude 
end  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Wellesley  in 
consequence  of  the  expediency  of  the  mea- 
sures, and  the  war  in  Bburtpore  by  its 
justice,  and  the  pence,  as  a  boon  from  the 
humanity  of  the  late  governor- general. — 
If  the  papers  me  granted  this  night  that  I 
shall  move  for,  they  will  contain  3*  proofs 
of  the  unjust  assumption  of  the  rights  and 
revenues  of  a  high  and  respectable  prince, 
the  represent  alive  of  many  sovereigns,  the 
faithful  unsuspected  ally  of  the  English 
nation,  against  whom  treason  nor  rebellion, 
nor  treachery,  nor  the  stale  plea  of  expe- 
ciency,  can  be  urged  in  vindication  of  the 
arr.5.—  I  shall  allude,  sir,  to  nothing  that 
has  fallen  from  any  hon.  or  right  hon. 
gent,  in  this  house,  on  any  former  ocea- 
fons;  but,  sir,  I  must  say  and  state  to  this 
house,  that  declarations  are  abroad,  and  in 
Ttiis  lio  use,  that  have  eiciied  serious  alarms, 
diMoay,  sorrow,  and  I  would  almost  say 
despair,  in  the  minds  of  every  true  friend  to 
liberty,  ot  every  friend  to  justice.  It  is 
said,  sir,  that   his  majesty's  ministers  are 

their  facesagai  list  retrospects  of  every 
kind  as  to  India;  this,  sir,  1  never  can  cre- 

but  iboold  even  that  be  the  case, 
[  must  deeply  regret  the  cireum- 
as  being  fatal  to  the  ends  of  justice, 
vet  still  I  shall  proceed,  in  a  cause  w"  ' 
has  lost  me  manv  powerful  friends,  n 
memanv  powerful  enemies;  a  cause  in 
in  which  I  have  lost  every  thing  except 
niv  consistency  and  my  integrity.  My  ob- 
ject is  retrospect,  mid  again  to  show  to 
bleeding  irritated  India  and  to  Europe. 
trliOMi  eyes  are  filed  on  our  decision,  that 
ii  offences  have  been  committed  in  Ir 
that  they  will  not  pass  unpunished.  For 
what,  sir.  I  a'k,  was  the  emaciated  worn- 
out  Mr.  Hastings  brought  to  the  bar  of 
the  house  of  lords?  Was  it,  sir,  to  In- 
flict a  punishment  on  that  gent,  worn  out  by 
a  33  yearn'  residence  in  a  iroprail  climate? 
That  certainly,  sir,  was  one  object,  hut  tri- 
fling and  contemptible,  compared  to  the 
other  grand  objects  th^.t  the  illustrious  cha- 
ncier; had  in  vIt'w  nbo  managed  that 
peachmeni.  Ttley,  sir,  proclaimed  aloud 
mat  their  object  was  example;  tliat  their 
object  ww,  to  warn  all  future  Indian  go- 
vernors from  injustice,  from  oppression; 
ion  ap^raudi^Pii.ent  at  the  expence  ol 
British  faith  and  honour;  [hey  were  to 
hold  out  to  the  latest  posterity  an  enample, 
that  do  talents  however  great,  no  chara 
however  amiable  in  some  respects,  w 
•teller  the  oppressor)  of  the  weak  and  the 


invaders  of  the  defenceless-  In  co 
quence  of  such  principles,  whs  Mr.  II 
ings  brought  to  a  trial.— Exclurnvts  of 
acts  in  your  statute  books,  the  impn 
ment  of  Mr,  Hastings  formed  n  new 
tern  for  Indian  government ;  that  impei 
ment,  sir,  was  a  solemn  declaration  nt 
opinions  of  the  representatives  of  this 
tian;  and  on  that  system,  the  evcr-to 
nantedlord  Cornwallisucted;  hescoi 
enrich  himself  or  his  employers,  at 
expence  of  British  faith  and  honour; 
"  list  he  lay  expiring  at  Ghauzicpore, 
ild  say  with  truth,  that  the  prii>ci 
the  peasant  of  ITmdostan,  from  him  n< 
received  injustice  ;  for  his  acts,  no  Ink 
had  ever  cause  to  put  on  mourning, 
worthy  and  hem.  successor,  lord  Tei 
mouth, followed  the  same  system:  but, 
with  these  noblemen  your  system' end 


the  impeachment  was  voted,  1  shall 
attempt  at  present  to  describe;  suffic 
to  say,  the  Carnalic  has  been  seized,  () 
divided,  Fumistabnd  umrped,  Sural 
vaded;  Rundiehimd,  Itohillcliund  hiivr 
changed  their  masters ;  the  half  of  thoiV 
hatta  empire  was  added  to  the  Eng 
possessions;  in  short,  from  Cape  Coni' 
across  to  the  Bay  of  Camhtw,  from 
Bay  of  Cambay  to  Balasore  roads,  fi 
Balasore  roads  to  the  frontiers  of  Tart 
hardly  a  spot  is  to  be  seen  on  the  mai 
India,  that  does  not  bear  the  bloody  t: 
racteristic  mark  of  the  East-India  ci 
panv  ;  and  still  no  retrospect,  it  is  said,i 
be  had,  as  to  the  causes  of  the  fatal  evi 
which  we  so  much  deplore. — if  such, 
is  to  be  the  decision  of  this  bouse,  i 
only  for  me  to  bow  with  deference  and 
spect  to  that  decision  ;  but  if  hope  is  tc 
conveyed  to  India,  and  if  a  chance  off 
sperity  can  be  entertained,  I  hope  the  ho 
will  grant  the  papers  I  have  this  ni 
moved  1'ir;  and  it  they  constitute  crime,  I 
ib/s  bouse  will  show  to  India  and  Euro 
that  ihe  same  principles  thai  induced 
decision  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hastings,  i 
survive  in  the  British  house  of  commo 
I  shall  conclude,  sir,  with  moving,  "  T 
there  be  laid  before  this  house ;  1 .  Cof 
of  all  letters  and  enclosures  between 
late  gov.  gen.  marquis  Welieslcy  and  ' 
Horn  I  jay  govt.,  relative  to  the  privilege! 
the  East-India  company  in  the  city  of  5 
rat,  previous  lo  the  assumption  of 
rijhi-  and  revenues  of  a  prince  called  t 
nabob  of  Surat,  from  1798  to  the  cone 
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there  was  to  be  a  great  alteration  in  the 
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Mr.  Miry  Adda 
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willi  reaj 

n   ihusc  papera 
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lord,   that   the  noble  marquis 

Lord  ■■ 

something  to  this  prince-     li  h 

■ 

nograluitoiikly.  what  right  hadl 

■ 

such  a  power  to  himself  ?     If  1 

t()    |Jm     ;,::■■     ■          '      ■ 

.-■  .riiil 

it  from  boom  person, alae. 

.l|,  V 

Sir  'Ckwplutu,  Nclmlfr.  rose. 

.   deck  rod, 

As  the  tKthle  lord  and  my  ri&hl 

i  titl  the  mar- 

have  correctly  Stated  the  rulati 

inquiry.  In 

between  thecompunvaiirl  the  na 

it  will  nut  be  necessary  to  go  m 

;■■•■.■  ul  lisliiiiji 

ground  ;   1  will  there iS 

.    irieud.     He 

pointing  out  how  fur  the  gubjec 

,    the   papers 

gent. 'a  charge  against   titt  U 

aid,  and  that  the 

is  connected    with  C*tckwaA 

duct  should  be  in- 

it  maybe  necessary  to  etate,  to 

couceived,   that  it 

mation  of.  those  gentlemen  wh 

.  mi  more  than  justice 

Ilier  lime  uor  Inclination  to  look 

ii  regard  to  Sural. 

subjects,  that  the  G  nick  war  is 

■  ib«i  place  was  pani- 

UftfcimtM  ubi'.'li  who  h,,i.h,  pg 
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quit-rent.  On  the  death  of  Fully  Sing,  tw 
brothers  started  as  competitors  ;  and  o 
id.it  occasion,  Sir  John  Shore  contended 
that  the  company  had  a  right  to  interfere, 
•ltd  wen-  bound  to  support  the  Guickwar, 
in  consequence  of  the  treaty  of  Sulhev. 
Gov.  Duncan  in  t  800,  having  obtained  from 
the  nabob  of  Snrat  the  sovereignty  of  that 
'  iiv  tor  thfl  India  company,  applied  to  the 
Guiekww  to  relinquish  his  claim  ofchoute 
c.r  tribute,  and  grant  to  the  company  10 
or  1  *  miles  of  territory  round  the  city  of 
hctrM  (to  prevent  the  disputes  which  hat! 
fn-fjucntly  occurred  fioni  contending 
ties) ;  and  which  Govindkow  readily" 
suited  to,  with  warm  professions  for  the 
English,  and  made  no  other  terms  for  the 
cession  than  to  request  be  might  have 
hundred  Bombay  sepoys  ;•=  an  honorary  bo- 
dy guard.  When  this  cession  was  made,  it 
was  thought  prodenl  not  to  take  possession 
of  the  country,  as  it  might  start  a  difficul- 
ty in  the  negotiation  then  carrying  on  at 
I'oonab  by  the  governor- general.  Govind- 
kow dying,  the  eldest  son  took  poSBtotfefi 
of  the  mosuud.  He  wu«  soon  dethroned 
by  his  brother;  who  in  a  short  time  was  dis- 
placed by  the  officers  of  the  father,  and 
the  eldest  son  again  appointed  to  the  suc- 
eetaton,  with  a  minister  to  manage  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Guzzerat.  .At  this  period  both 
parties  courted  the  British  powe 
voluntary  offer  was  made  to  the  Bombay 
government,  to  confirm  the  cession  of  ter- 
ritory and  the  relinquishment  of  choutc 
which  had  been  formerly  made  by  the  fa- 
ther. The  consequence  of  these  proceed- 
ings is,  that  the  city  of  Surar,  wh.i  h  con- 
tains upwards  of  SOO.000  inhabitants,  and 
aid  for  many  years  been  in  a  state  of 
constant  broils  and  disturbance,  from  the 
city  being  under  the  government  of  four 
parties,  the  Nabob,  the  English,  the  Hcish- 
wa,  and  the  Gu  sell  war,  is  now  placed  entire- 
ly under  ihe  servants  of  the  India  company, 
*ho  preserve  internal  tranquillity,  and  the 
city  is  increasing  fast  in  riches  and  popu- 
lation.—  Now,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  tb( 
"house,  whether  in  these  transactions  the 
slightest  blame  can  be  cast  on  thcgo> 
(eoeral,  who  had  little  more  to  do  than  to 
approve  or  disapprove  the  measures  of  the 
Bombay  government  r  What  has  been  sta- 
led by  the  noble  lord  is  perfectly  true,  that 
for  upwards  of  50  years  the  company  have 
■fmriabJy  interfered  in  the  appointments 
offcJ!  the  nabobs  of  Sural;  and  the  nabob 
tet  up  in  1790,  sat  on  the  musuiid  i",_r  10 
Jew,  without  any  approval  fjoni  the  mo- 


gul, and  held  his  power  entirely  under 
authority  of  the  Bombay  government; 
I  can  venture  to  assure  the  house,  tin 
they  peruse  all  the  records  of  the  In. 
house,  that  they  will  not  find  any  mu 
that  can  throw  mere  light  upon  the  sub 
of  Sural,  than  the  members  present 
now  in  possession  of.  The  both  gent.  ' 
stands  forward  as  the  accuser  of  lord  V 
lesley,  has  now  laid  two  charges  upon 
table,  namely  the  business  of  Utiurtpore 
of  Surat;  the  house  will  judge  how  fart 
■  It-serve  the  name  of  charges.  What  I  ci 
plain  of  is,  the  extraordinary  mode  off 
ceeiling  in  this  attack.  The  bou.  gent.  • 
no  sooner  seated,  than  he  gave  notice 
hi*  intt-ution  to  accuse  the  late  goverr 
geucral  of  certain  offences,  and  moved 
papers  respecting  Oude  ;  but,  passing  th 
by,  he  calls  for  papers  of  finance,  to  pT< 
the  company  had  violated  an  act  of  par 
ment.  Finding  this  ground  not  teoal 
he  returns  again  to  the  marquis,  in  the  m 
uer  the  bouse  has  lately  witnessed.  1 
greatest  enemy  of  lord  Wellesley  will  ad. 
his  government  was  marked  by  many 
stances  of  zeal,  eiu-rgy.  talent,  and  abil 
which  never  were  excelled  in  that  pari 
the  world,  and  I  fear  never  will  be  equ 
To  this  I  must  add,  that  the  bfe 


dal  n 


the 


r  lai 


t  the 


corrupt  honour  and  integrity.  It  is  a  I 
known  to  all  India,  that  he  quitted  the  j 
ic-rnment  with  as  clean  hands  as  bete 
possession  of  it.  Hard,  very  hard,  if 
upon  such  a  character,  after  having  for  6' 
?  years  executed  the  arduous  duties  of  i 
most  consequential  oflice  a  subject  can 
placed  in,  to  the  best  of  his  judgeme 
with  no  other  object  in  view  than  what 
conceived  would  even  malty  turn  out  to  i 
benefit  of  his  employers,  to  the  advantc 
of  his  country j  and  liuallv  lead  to  i 
permanent  peace  and  tranquillity  of  . 
lia;  to  find  himself  assailed  on  his  ar 
*al  with  .-.ucli  charges  as  have  this  day  be 
dwelt  on  by  the  bon.  member!  Let  nott 
jnclude,  from  wbatthey  havehea 
enquiry  has  been  made  into  t 
conduct  of  the  late  governor- general.  T 
board  of  commissv.ners,  and  the  court 
directors,  have  not  been  neglectful  of  tl 
part  of  their  duty.  Every  transaction 
the  government- general  has  be)  n  riutuitt 
•crut. nired  and  invdtthj&ti  d.  li  the  not 
lord  who  was  lately  at  tin'  1,  !  '"f  the  uoa> 
fas  in  liia  place,  I  should  wilh  -  nfldeli 
ppeal  :o  him,  wfectMef  in  thL  cowg*  of  I 
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Mr.  liubc/l  Thornton  S3id, 

.  :,o>  what  had  fallen 

manlier  in  which  the  hon.  bf 

.  l.     ll  the  hon.   ba- 

pressed  htmwlf, he  might  we  I 

UJ  coma  into  office 

to  be  delivering  a  more  c.\t« 

'"'   ••»Wn#Ct     If  be 

than   his  owu.     He  had,  ho 
alouc  in  the  court  at 

yVolle»tey,  « 

tars   disapprnved,  u 

extremely  detrimental  to  t 

iTiiny.     The  cirturm 

'.  I.L^ilrt  bavitij1  been  ulili 

,  to  reoi 
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lioimne&suresr.f  his  predecessor,  wasasuf- 
icteul  tire  urn  stance  to  prove  the  necessity 
of  mi  enquiry.  There  were  several  papers 
connected  with  the  late  Indian  administra- 
Wd,  which  ought  to  be  before  the  house, 
ind  which  the  Last-India  company  wou.ii! 
be  very  happy  to  see  investigated  ;  pnrti- 
i  wtuly  one,  to  which  he  could  not  at  pre- 
Mtgive  a  proper  title,  but  it  was  expres- 
|  nrcof  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  directors 
w  Ihegovernment  of  India.  It  was  inten- 
ded to  have  sent  out  this  paper  to  which 
lit  alluded,  but  its  transmission  had  been 
prevented  by  high  authority.  After  the 
iwpicions  which,  were  abroad,  the  house 
•abound  to  look  the  thing  in  the  fact 
ttdlhe  country  required  it. 

Mr.  Paall  replied  at  considerable  length 
lathe  different  speakers,  and  called  loudly 
«  the  house   to  notice  the  protection  ex- 
e  lord  Wellesley  by  a  part  of 
11*  administration,  (lie  alluded  principally 
to  lord  Temple    and  Mr.  H.  Addington). 
I   He  hoped,  lie  said,  the  house  would  notice 
Ifctitt  public  lie  was  sure  would,  and   the 
ii*r  he  had  been  deserted  by  those,  who 
id  taken  a  part  formerly  to  bring  this  no- 
""  a  to  justice.     But  his  principal  reply 
directed  to  the  hon.  hart,  (sir  T.  Met- 
t)  who  had  advised  him  (Mr.  Paull)  to 
u  the  prosecution,     lie  stated  that 
I  only  would  he  pi  uceed,  b':t  that  it  was 
own  to  the  riubt  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  Fox) 
tol  he  had  Still  two  charges  t::  prefer,   of 
»nost  tenou.  nature,  against  lord  Wel- 
■slfyibr  the  seizure   of   I  w.-o*abad,  and 
hffirsfuse,  wasteful,  unauthorised  expeu<- 
fare  of  the   rcvt:i -.c<   committed   to   his 
rtsrp,  and   fur   applying  to   his   own   use 
Wge  sums  of  tin.  puhlie  money,   contrary 
la  the  act  of  parliament   limiting   the   al- 
Wncesoftheg.>ve!  oor-gcuerui  to  25,000/. 
perumum,  and  to  the  use  of  the  houses  ol 
to  company  abroad.     That  the  single  ur- 
fcleof  •'  Durbar  charges"  In    the  time  ol 
I  Wreme  distress  for  money,  and  all  tin:  de- 
I  putmenls  ul  the  service  in  .nrear.  eNceeih'il 
I  tj  100,000/.  per  annum,   the  most  profuse 
I  Jjptndiiure    of   any   of   his    predecessors. 
HlP*t  the   sum  squandered  away   unneees- 
would   be  found   tin  investigation  ti- 
ns  of  pounds   sterling, 
nt.  concluded  by  sayinj,  thai 
d  many  generous  minds  would 
■.found,   to  have  shared  with  hn 
g  to   justice  this  nobli 
y  protected,   and  that   he  did 
_«ir,  after   seeing  what 
toted  this  evening.   However, 


f  left  with  but  one  voice  more  in  the  house, 
ie  would  record  on  the  journals  of  parlia- 
ment his  sense  ol ,  the  conduct  of  marquis 
VY*llesley;anri  posterity  woold  see  the  char- 
enquire  into  the  causes  that  had 
preventedhisbeingbroughtio  punishment. 
Mr.  Wctlesle.il  Pole.     Does  the  hon  .gent. 
;an  to  say,  that   the  noble   marquis   has 
isapplied  the  public  money  for   his   own 
advantage  f 

Mr.  Paall.  I  mean  to  say  that  lie  ex- 
pended large  sums  of  money,  contrary  to 
the  act  of  parliament,  for  his  own  conveni- 
ence, his  own  show,   and  splendour. 

Mr.  W.  Pole  felt  it  necessary  to  ask  the 
hon.  gent,  again,  whether  he  meant  to 
state  that  the  noble  marquis  had  diverted 
the  public  money  to  his  own  private  pur- 
poses and  advantage  I 

Mr.  Paulj  repeated,  that  his  charge  was, 
that  the  public  money  was  expended  for 
purposes  of  convenience,  splendour,  and 
ihow. 

Mr.  W.  Pott.  Does  the  hon.  gent,  mean 
O  bring  forward  a  charge  of  peculation  f 
He  has  stated  his  intention  of  making  a 
larce,  and  I  expect  a  distinct  expla- 
.  This  is  the  first  lime  that  the 
breath  of  calumny  has  dared  bo  to  accuse 
marquis  Wellesley. 

Mr.   Paul!  did  not  mean   to  accuse  the 

bis  marquis  of  peculation,   but  repeated 

his  charge,  that  he  had  applied  the  public 

money  for  his  own  convenience,  splendour, 

and  show. 

Mr.  ly.Pok.    I  must  understand,  then, 
thai  the  hon.  gent,  nivalis  to  say,  that  the 
ible  marquis   has   misapplied   the   public 
mey  for  public  purposes.      I  can   easily 
nceive  that  he  may  mean  to  say,  that  too 
much  money  has  been  espended  ou  the  pa- 
lace oi  Calcutta,  or  that  the  guard  had  been 
unnecessarily  increased;   but  I  still  wish  to 
know,  whether  he  means  to  say  that  marquis 
Welk'slev  has  used  the  public  money  for  his 
own  private  advantage  ?  The  hoiue  will  feel 
the  justice  of  my  request  of  a  distinct  an- 
swer to  this  question. 

Mr.  Pn:ill.  I  mean  distinctly  to  charge 
marquis  Well'islev  wi'.h  wasteful,  profuse, 
unauthorized,  extravagant  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  and  with  misapplication 
of  the  same  to  purposes  Contrary  to  law. 

The  Speak'r  then  put  the  question  on  the 
several  motions,  for  the  production  of  pa- 
pers, as  marie  by  ihe  hon.  mover  in  the  ear- 
ly stage  of  the  debate  ;  when 

Mr.  //,  Addington  proposed  ,is  an  amend- 
ment,  that  the  words,  "  ■m  far  as  these  va. 
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rious  documents  may  be  disclosed,  without 
prejudice  to  the  public  service,"  might  be 
added  to  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Paull  thought  the  object  of  this 
amendment,  by  withholding  what  the  right 
hon.  gent,  might  chuse  to  consider  state  se- 
crets, would  be  a  great  impediment  to  ob- 
taining necessary  information. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  said,  he  felt  jealous  of 
the  system  of  secrecy  which  was  creeping 
into  practice ;  he  hoped  this  amendment 
would  not  be  considered  as  a  precedent,  as 
there  was  no  calculating  upon  the  extent 
of  the  mischief  that  might  arise  from  the 
practice  of  adding  amendments  ofthis  kind. 

Mr,  H.  Addington  replied,  that  what  it 
was  wished  to  withhold,  merely  related  to 
certain  papers  respecting  the  Indian  coast, 
not  relevant  to  the  point  intended  to  be  elu- 
cidated.— The  question  as  amended  was 
then  put  and  carried. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuesday,  March   18. 

[Minutes.]  Lord  Collingwood's  An- 
nuity bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
— Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  Ameri- 
can Treaty  bill,  the  Wool  Importation  bill, 
the  English  and  Irish  Militia  bill,  l he  Mi- 
litia Subaltern's  bill,  the  Militia  Adjutant's 
bill ;  which  were  severally  read  a  first  time. 

[Witnesses'  Declaratory  Bill.]  On 
the  third  reading  of  the  Declaratory  bill, 
earl  Stanhope  moved  to  leave  out  the  pro- 
viso which  had  been  added  to  the  bill  by 
lord  Eldon. 

Lord  Ellenborough  said,  he  had  framed 
a  clause  which  he  intended  to  propose  as 
a  substitute  for  the  proviso,  and  which  he 
thought  would  answer  every  purpose  in- 
tended to  be  provided  for  by  the  noble  and 
.learned  lord  (Eldon),  whilst  at  the  same 
time  it  would  obviate  the  objections  made 
to  the  proviso  by  other  noble  lords.  In- 
stead of  referring  generally  to  the  practice 
of  courts  of  equity,  which  had  been  ob- 
jected to  as  not  being  consonant  with  the 
practice  of  courts  of  common  law,  he  pro- 
posed to  state  specifically  the  exceptions 
to  the  general  rule  laid  down  in  the  bill. 
In  the  clause  he  had  drawn  up  he  proposed 
to  enact,  that  no  mortgagee,  or  band  fide 
purchaser,  or  possessor  of  an  estate  should 
be  compelled  to  answer  any  question,  the 
answering  which  might  probably  tend  to 
defeat  his  title,  or  incur  a  forfeiture  of  his 
estate.  He  meant,  of  course,  a  civil  for- 
feiture ;  as  in  the  case  of  a  widow,  who  on 
marrying  again  forfeited    property,    she 


should  not  be  compelled  to  an* 
tion  as  to  the  fact  of  her  main 
a  question  from  lor#  Holland,  J 
borough  replied,  that  he  propose 
tute  his  clause  for  the  whole  pre 
had  been  added  to  the  bill,  on 
of  the  noble  and  learned  lord  (1 
The  lArd  Chancellor  ex p res* 
probation  of  the  clause,  which 
would  answer  every  purpose  it 
the  proviso. — The  further  consi 
the  bill  was  then  postponed  till  to 
give  time  for  the  engrossment  ol 


i 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS 

Tuesday*  March  19. 

[Minutes.]    Mr.  Stedman 
Stamp  Office,  presented  an  act 
arrears  and  balances  in  the  hi 
distributers  on  the  10th  of  Oct 
also  on  the  5th  of  Jan.  1806V 
Lefevre  presented  a  petition  fi 
vernors  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital 
ing  of  a  surcharge  which  had  b< 
upon  them  for  servants  who 
pensably  necessary  to  the  purj 
hospital ;  and  also,  that  the  col 
to  whom  they  appealed  had  co 
said  surcharge.     The  petitione 
prayed  for  the  interposition  of 
When   the  petition  was  read, 
Lefevre  stated,  that  if  the  bi 
not  taken  up  by  government 
take  occasion  to  propose  that  t 
and  other  charitable  institution 
exempted  from  the  operation  ol 
Tax.     The  propriety  of  such 
tion  was,  he  thought,  forcibly i 
the  case  stated  in  this  petitio 
Addington  gave  notice  of  a  mc 
morrow,  relative  to  some  of 
books  for  the  production  of  a 
ments  relative  to  India.    The 
motion  he  described  to  be  this 
who  immediately  presided  ov« 
of  India  should  be  invested  w 
tionary  power,  as  in  other  cas 
hold  any  of  the  documents,  tb 
of  which  might  appear  to  be 
the  public  service. 

[Dublin  Paving  Bill.] 
Wynne  brought  in  a  bill  to  at 
made  jn  the  last  session,  foi 
commissioners  to  enquire  and « 
any  irregularities  and  abuses  ' 
have  taken  place  in  conduct! 
naging  the  paving,  cleansing, 
the  streets  of  Dublin,  and  foi 
veral  provisions  relating  thei 
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KiqwDii  proceedings  in  certain  actions  or 
tuits  uudor  the  »uirt  act.  Upon  the  mo- 
tion for  iIm-  first  ri'ailwjg, 

Mr.  Alexander  took  occasion  to  animad- 
wrtupun  [be  conduct  of  lord  ilurdwicke 
towards  the  late  Paving  Board  of  Dublin, 
which  m  composed  of  respectable  per- 
ii>n>,  hut  whose  character  Intel  suffered 
cinch  in  public  estimation  in  consequence 
■■i  mi-  measures  taken  bj  lord  llardnicke 
(ur  the  suspension  of  their  powers.  From 
L,:-  «ii-|n 'li-iim  an  idea  had  gone  abroad 
timt  fatty  had  beau  guilty  of  some  rualwtr* 

Mr.  (('.  /fViiu-ssid,  thai  laid  Hardwiikc 
l*i  thought  it  in*  duty  (o  institute  ai 
HUirj1  upon  the  subject  referred  to  by  the 
an.  member.  The  proceedings  ol" 
(wutiuMon  of  enquiry  would  be  speedily 
pitted,  and  when  laid  before  pari lai 
«™U  speak  for  itself.  Lord  Hardwicke 
1*1,  pursuant  to  the  act,   granted  the 

i  to  other  commissioners,  while  the 
corporation  was  subject  to  enquiry 
inrirritrlh.it  the  streets  of  Dublin  should 
in  Itpt  in  proper  repair. 
ill.  Long  did  not  conceive  the  case  o 
'ptttug  corporation  at  all  prejudged  ol 
wjudiceri  by  the  course  which  lord  Hard- 
•iebitd  taken;  that  course  struck  biiti 
trenwly  proper, 
ft ■Stwjuitn  vindicated  the 
tauutl  character  of  the  paviug  cdtj 
Inch  be  descried  Itimwlf  to 


tt,d     dr»ied     that 


taW, 

**whiM  bcaUrgiid  ftgaitistlhfcmti 
unaediateh:  brought  forward. 
fcOrWythuufchtaslurwascBsti 

hdwacwr  of  the  paving  hoard,  bv 
"wwtuilurd  llardwicU-.— Alter  s 
<nn«  remarks,  the  bill  was  road  a 


U'itltie.\itiiy,  March  10, 

[ffwitas    Mamjiacicm  lift'    Ilii.t.J 

H*  W*    resolved   itself   into    a   mm- 

■toe  on    tlie    Woollen      Manilla*  imers' 

••peasion  bill.     Mr.  Adam,  the  counsel, 

"*   proceeding     on     behalf    of    certain 

*tw,  ic  the  counties  of  York,  t.luu- 

T,  ntid  Somerset,   who   had    petition- 

•*  rwpecliug   certain   parts    of  the   bill; 

**n  be  was  stopped  by  the  committee; 

4  conmtl  being  ordered   to   withdraw, 

*>  Spacer  expressed  Ins  opinion  that  the 

M    jjteatrs  were   not  entitled    to  be  heard 

,L,c     '•'fcjtniunds  slated  in  their  petition,  the 

<&»{  the  bdl  king  merely  to  con- 


tinue,  for  a  further  period,  the  Suspension 
act  of  last  session.  I.orrl  lilleuborough 
was  of  the  sameopinion.  Earl  Fitawilliarn 
took  the  opportunity  of  stating,  that  he 
consented  to  the  bill  only  on  the  ground  of 
a  general  law  on  the  subject  being  under 
consideration.  The  bill  was  proceeded  la, 
passed  through  the  committee,  and  was 
reported  without  awendmeut.  Lord  Auck- 
land then  presented  another  petition  against 
the  bill,  from  certain  clothiers  in  York- 
shire; to  which  lord  Klleuborough  took  an 
objection  as  to  a  point  of  form.  Lord 
Holland  and  earl  Spencer  thought  if  would 
be  dialing  hardly  with  the  petitioners  if 
they  were  not  allowed  to  be  heard  by 
counsel  against  the  bill,  mi-rely  on  account 
of  a  trifling  informality.  It  was  at  length 
agreed  that  counsel  should  be  beard  for 
and  against  the  bill,  on  the  3d  reading  to- 

[Withehes'     Declaratory     Rill.J 

On  the  further  consideration  of  the  Decla- 
ratory  bill. 

Lord  Elleiiborough,  after  adverting  to  the 
clause  which  he  had  yesterday  stated  his 
intention  of  proposing  to  substitute  lor  the 
proviso  added  to  the  bill  on  the  motion  of 
lord  F.ldon,  said,  that  he  had  been  unable 
to  frame  the  clause  so  as  to  satisfy  his  own 
mind.  He  therefore  thought  it  would  be 
Ihe  best  way  to  omit  the  proviso  altoge- 
ther, and  leave  the  bill  simply  declaratory, 
as  originally  proposed  by  his  noble  and 
IcTiiuid  friend  on  the  woolsack]  leaving  it 
to  tli.-  house  of  common'  to  add  any  dause 
n-ltM-h  fbey  might  deem  advisable. 

The  /,'(/■'/  t'.hancelhr  said,  he  had  origin- 
ally concurred  ill  the  proviso  proposed  by 
bis  noble  and  learned  friend  fiord  F.ldon), 
in  deference  to  the  opinion  of  that  noble 
Hid  learned  lord,  and  because  he  thought 
I  hut  the  proviso  could  do  no  harm.  It 
»«s  his  opinion,  however,  that  if  the  hill 
passed  as  a  simple  declaratory  bill,  the  law 
old  stand  thus ;  that  if  a  witness  objected 
t  answering  any  question  stated  would 
der  him  liable  to  a  civil  action,  such  a 
naked  and  general  demurrer  would  imme- 
diately be  over-ruled;  but  if  out  of  the 
particular  situation  of  the  witness,  or  the 
nstances  of  the  case,  there  should 
any  special  ground  of  objection,  rtt 
would  still  be  in  the  power  of  the  judge  to 
decide  upon  such  special  objection  accord- 
'iig  to  the  law  as  it  should  appear  to  htm, 
id  not  being  compelled  by  this  declaratory 
aw  to  over-rule  *uch  objection  in  thi»  first 
nstaiice. 
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Earl  Stanhope  contended,  that  if  the  bill 

'was  passed  as  a  simple  declaratory  bill, 

without  any  proviso,  it  would  declare  that 

to  be  law  which  had  not  been  acknow- 


union  of  the  two  countries* 
union  the  Militia  of  the  one  co 
to  be  that  of  the  oilier.     To  p 
tia  on  this  footing  in  the  three  1 


ledged  to  be  law  by  any  of  the  judges,  or  I  doms,  would,  he  conceived,  be 


by  any  noble  and  learned  lord  in  that 
house. — It  was  then  agreed  to  omit  the 
whole  of  the  proviso,  aud  leave  the  bill  as 
it  Qriginally  stood,  merely  declaratory  of 
the  iaws.  The  bill  thus  amended,  was 
read  a  3d  time,  passed,  and  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  commons. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Wednesday ,  March  19. 
[Minutes.]  A  new  Writ  was  ordered 
for  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  in  the  room  of 
the  right  hon.  W.  Brabazon  Ponsonby,  now 
lord  Ponsbnby. — Mr.  Bond,  took  the  oaths 
and  his  seat. — The  Scotch  Creditors'  bill 
was  read  a  3d  time  and  passed. — The  Cus- 
toms Expiring  Laws  bill,  the  Excise  Ex- 
piring Laws  bill,  and  the  Felons'  Trans- 
portation bill,  were  severally  read  a  2d 
time.— Mr.  Vansittart  moved,  that  there 
be  laid  before  the  house  an  estimate  of  the 
sum  wanted  to  discharge  the  interest  of 

the   Exchequer  bills  that  might  be  paid 
off  in  the  course  of  the  year  1 806. — The 

10,500,000/.  Exchequer  Bills  bill  was  read 

a  first  time. — Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Com- 
missioners of  Naval  Enquirys  presented  an 

Account  of  the  Expences  incurred  by  that 

Board  for  each  year,  since-  the  period  of 

its  institution. 

[Idlish  Militia  Service  Bill.]     Mr. 

Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the 

Irish  Militia  Service  bill,  which  was  read  ;  I  unctions  that  were  hostile 


vantage  of  all  the  kingdoms, 
render  their  union  more  compl 
he  did  not  like  the  idea  of  as 
do  what  it  really  was  their  duty 
pendently  of  any  measure   0 
The  inconveniences  arising  fn 
ceeding  must  be  strongly  felt, 
defence  of  either  of  the  coun 
the  immediate  service  of  the  A 
other.     It  would  then  be  a  vei 
to  call  men  to  deliberate  w 
would  extend  their  services  o; 
the  existence  of  the  country  rr 
on  the  rrfpidity  of  their  movem 
the  manner,  he  admitted,  in  w 
litia  was  now   raised,  such  a 
considered,  might  be  necessar} 
were  attested  only  to  serve  i 
countries  ;  but  it  was  for  this 
that  he  most  earnestly  wishe* 
subject  undergo  a  radical  dis 
such  arrangements  made  as  n 
necessary  to  attest  the  men  i 
any  part  of  the  united  kingdoi 
gin  of  the  present  practice  he 
taken  its  rise  from  the  circum 
Militia  having  been  raised  in  I 
and  not  either  in  Scotland  or 
since  the  two  countries  were 
equal  footing  in  that  respect, 
was  not  only  no  longer  necessi 
ly  improper,  as  tending  to  p«l 

to 


and   the  question  being  put  that  the  said 
report  be  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Lee  observed,  that  he  had  not  been 
present  on  a  preceding  day,  when  an  hon. 
member  (Mr.  Keene)  had   delivered   his 


aud  complete  union  of  the  fc 
So  much  was  he  convinced  01 
these  observations,  that  should 
mmisters,  in  the  military  pla 
on  the  eve  of  laying  before  tfc 


sentiments  at  large  on  the  object  of  thib    make   any   satisfactory   arrai 


bill.  He  entirely  concurred  however  with 
that  hon.  member  in  thinking  that  nothing 
could  be  more  advantageous  to  both  coun- 
tries than  an  interchange  of  their  respective 
Militias,  lie  disapproved  however  of  the 
manner  in  which  this  object  had  been  effec- 
ted for  three  years  past.  This  bill  seemed 
now  to  be  considered  as  an  annual  measure ; 

it  had  been  introduced  immediately  after   ,_   _„J 

the  union ;  it  had  been  passed  as  a  mea-  J  nent  principle, 
sure  of  course  last  year,  and  was  now  pas-       c±f>nt>ra\  7V# 
sing  the  house  in  the  same  manner.     But 
instead  of  this  bill  being  regarded  as  an 
annual  measure,  he  wished  to  see  its  object 
carried  into  effect  on  the  ground  of  the 


this  subject,  he  should  cert 
his  duty  to  bring  the  question 
fore  the  house.  He  hoped,  1 
a  subject  so  important  wouk 
their  uotice,  and  for  that  re* 
saying  more  at  present,  onl3 
his  assent  to  the  bill  as  a  ted 
sure,  which  ought  as  soon  I 
be  superseded  by  some  fixei 


General  Tarleton  was  of  ^ 

'any  discussion  on  this  subjtit 

sent  premature.    The  late 

glorious  victory  of  Trafalj 

to  all  apprehensions  of  invi 
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tbi*  point  of  »iew  there  was  no  room  forlbe  brought  forward  in  one  connected  Tte» 
Asm  embarrassments  the  bon.  member!  it  would  be  much  belter  to  have  any  at 
t.,A  d11..^»,i  «*>      TUiiicraniniin.ii.n  rangern etit s   that  might  t>c  thought  r.ecei 
this  subject  included  in  that  gem 
j  than  to  have  it  discussed  in  a  d( 
tached  form.     The  bill,  however,  was  ir 
tended   for    immediate    application,    an 
would  not  at  all  interfere  with  any  lutui 
arrangements. — The  report  was  thenagree 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  S 


fad  alluded  to.     The  discussion  was  also 
premature  in  another  respect,  as  those  pli 
were  not  yet  before  the  house  whieb  w> 
expected  from  ministers  on  the  military  de- 
fence of  the  country,  and  it  would  be  high- 
ly  improper,    be  thought,   to   embarrass 
tbeir  proceedings,  or  anticipate  their 
on  this  subject.     When   those  plans  shall 
have  been  submitted,  it  will  then  be  time 
to  point   out  their  defects,   and  to  providf 
such   remedies   as   their    deficiencies  ma.' 
require. 

Lord  I  Met  forte  was  cot  aware- that  such 
■  bill  was  before  the  house,  till  the  bon. 
gent,  got  up  to  speak  on  the  subject.  He 
perfectly  concurred  with  him,  however, 
that  such  a  bill  ought  not  to  be  brought 
annually  before  the  house.  If  it  wasa  pro- 
per measure,  it  ought  to  be  rendered  per- 
manent and  embodied  in  the  constitutor 
of  the  militia.  But  whether  at  the  samt 
lime,  be  should  agree  with  the  propriety 
of  the  measure  at  all,  was  a  question  that 
would  rem  Aid  for  him  to  determine  when 
the  subject  should  come  more  formally  be- 
fore the  house. 

Lord  Cattlrrtagh,  in  reply  to  the  first 
tweaker  on  this  question,  respecting  thi 
great  disproportion  in  numbers  beUu-tnl 
the  Irish  and  Etrgfoh  Militia,  stated,  that 
it  had  been  considered  as  a  matter  of  po- 
licy bv  bis  majesty's  late  government  to 
have  the  militia  establishment  in  Ireland  as 
high  as  possible,  as  it  did  net  at  all  inter- 
fcrewith  the  recruiting  of  the  regular  army, 
the  bountv  of  three  guineas,  which  was 
that  given  bv  the  Militia,  bearing  no  pro- 
portion to  ten  and  twelve  guineas,  which 
was  Che  bounty  offered  bv  the  regulars. 
His  lordship  observed  further,  that  the  va- 
cancies that  took  place  m  the  Irish  Militia 
from  recruiting  into  the  line  were  easily 
Slled  i:p,  and  at  a  very  small  expence,  as 
the  colonels  til  those  corps  had  only  to  re- 
ceive a  compensation  of  three  guineas, 
which  was  the  bounty  for  a  new  man.  This 
Circumstance  contributed  to  keep  the  Irish 
establishment  60  very  numerous,  and  at  the 

recruiting  when  necessary  the  disposabli 
and  regular  forte  of  the  country.  Forthi 
reason  he  should  be  glad  if  a  similar  listen 
were  adopted  bv  his  majesty's  new  govern 
Blent  in  the  arrangements  they  were  about 
to  submit  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Vamittart  said,  as  the  whole  of  the 
■rilitary  system  of  the  couctry  was  scon  lo 


[Affaiks    of  Imbia.]     Mr.  HUey  A< 
diaglon,  pursuant  to  his  notice  of  yesterds 

rose  to  make  his  promised  motion  respee 
ing  the  papers  that  had  been  lately  orden 
to  be  laid  before  the  bouse,  relative  to  d 
Rajah  of  Bhurtpore.  It  was  not  bis  tnt* 
tioi.  to  ariect  ia  any  degree  the  geuei 
nature  of  that  order,  or  to  move  for  ai 
thing  uen  on  the  subject.  The  object 
his  motion  was  merely  of  a  verbal  rutin 
and  originated,  as  be  conceived,  in  i 
omission  in  die  terms  of  the  motion  I 
which  the  papers  had  been  ordered  to 
produced.  On  the  general  principle  th 
nothing  should  be  laid  before  the  boa 
that  might  prove  prejudicial  to  the  pyfci 
service  and  interests,  be  wished  to  intr 
dnce  a  re  strict  ion  to  this  effect  in  the  H 
order,  as  parts  of  those  papers  might 
highly  improper  to  be  made  public.  1 
'.  at  the  same  time  make  this  prop 

there  was  anv  tiling  improper  in  those  j 
pers,  though  he  had  a  general  ir^pressi 
that  it  might  be  so;  not  having  perus 
them  so  as  :o  ascertain  this  circumstani 
The  right  lion,  member,  without  app! 
hending  any  opposition,  rested  chiefly 
the  ground  of  his  motion  being  not  onp! 
e-demed  ;  for  which  purpose,  he  quo! 
the  terms  ot  the  motion  made  for  pap 
respecting  India,  also  in  June  1805,  by 
hnu.  gent.  (Mr.  Francis)  now  in  his  pla 
The  order  for  the  production  of  the  pape 
relative  to  the  Rajah  of  Bhurtpore,  hav 
been  therefore  read,  he  moved  "  that  i 
said  order  may  only  extend  to  such  pa 
of  the  said  papers,  as  mav  be  discloi 
without  prejudice  lo  the  public  service, 
On  the  question  being  put, 

Mr.  Fraacif  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Speak 
I  flatter  myself  that  the  part,  which  I  In 
myself  bound  to  take  with  regard  to 
present  motion,  will  not  be  attributed 
the  right  hon.  gent,  to  personal  d.sresp* 
or  to  any  doubt  about  the  purity  of  his 
•:■■:. i  ■::-.  I  can  assure  bim  that  ray  opj 
sition  to  it  is  founded  on  a  very  diner 


mi 
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principle.    This  declaration  is  sincere,  and 
ought  to  be  unnecessary.     By  yielding  to 
make  it,  I  cannot  but  feel  that  I  submit  to 
some  sort  of  degradation.     It  looks  like 
an  apology,  which  no  man  ought  to"  make, 
for  doing  any  duty  incident  to  his  station, 
and  still  more  to  the  trust  that  belongs  to  it. 
Such  however  is  the  prevailing  fashion  of 
these  feeble  times.     I  comply  with  it  now, 
but  I  protest  against  it.     The  best  of  us,  I 
fear,  have  enough  to  ask  pardon  for,  with- 
out requesting  to  be  forgiven  for  any  vir- 
tue we  have  left.     But,  even  in  that  sense, 
the  solicitation  fails.     He,  who  confesses 
in  any  form  that  he  has  no  confidence  in 
himself,  will  never  obtain  the  confidence  of 
others,  and  least  of  all  by  phrases  and  pro- 
testations.    An  order  was  made,  on  the 
11th  of  this  month  (see  p.  401)  for  the  pro- 
duction of  papers  relative  to  the  Rajah  of 
Bhurtpore,  a  person  whose  country,  if  he 
has  any,  is  in  the  heart  of  the  peninsula  of 
India,  and  whose  name  was  never  heard  of 
in  England  until  we  were  informed,   by  a 
multitude  of  private  letters  from  lord  Lake's 
head  quarters  and  from  Calcutta,  that  the 
commander  in  chief  had  laid  siege  to  Bhurt- 
pore, had  made  five  attempts  successively  to 
carry  the  place  by  storm  or  assault,  had 
been  as  often   repulsed  with  an  immense 
slaughter  of  our  troops,  particularly  of  the 
Europeans,  and  had  at  last  concluded  an 
accommodation  with  the  Rajah  on  worse 
terms,  than  he  might  have  obtained  in  the 
first  instance,  without  a  siege,  without  the 
loss  of  one  drop  of  blood,  or  injury  to  the 
honour  of  the  British  arms  in  the  eyes  of 
the  natives.      These  are  the   facts,  into 
which  1  understand  that  some  enquiry  is  to 
be  made   or  proposed   hereafter.      That 
question  is  not  before  us  now.     Of  course 
1  shall  not  meddle  with  it.     The  object,  to 
which  I  shall  endeavour  to  draw  your  at- 
tention, is  of  far  other  extent  and  impor- 
tance, than  any  thing  that  concerns  the 
production  of  these  papers.     It  is  the  dan- 
gerous practice,  which  has,  in  fact,  prevailed 
within  these  two  years  only ,  without  d  ue  con- 
sideration, or  even  notice,  but  which,  if  now 
confirmed  upon  debate,  will  be  established  as 
a  precedent  for  ever.    I  mean,  sir,  the  dis- 
cretion left  with   the  king's  ministers,  to 
produce  or  withhold  any  part  of  the  papers 
ordered  by  this  house,  or  in  effect  to  com- 
ply with  the  order,  or  to  defeat  or  elude 
the  intention   of  the  house,  just  as  they 
think  fit,  or  in  whatever  degree  it  may  suit 
their  own  purposes  to  evade  it.     No  rea- 
sonable man,  I  think,  can  suspect  me  of 


applying  so  extensive  an  inff 
imputing  -so  criminaV  a  purpo* 
the  motion  immediately  befo 
case  of  the   Rajah  of  Rhurtpc 
mote,  too  inconsiderable,  and 
connected  with  any  personal  i 
to  warrant  a  suspicion  that  t 
controul  has  an  intention  or  de 
hold  any  of  the  papers,  relati\ 
jah,    which    were   ordered   a 
Neither  do  I  believe  that  the 
quis  whose  conduct  is  in  quel 
of  his   friends,  feel  much  con 
present   motion,  or  that  they 
how  it  is  decided.    This,  sir,  is 
situation,  in   which  I  should 
argue  the  question :  that,  is,  to 
to  dismiss  the  particular  case, 
sider  nothing  but  the  genera 
All  I  desire  is,  that  the  house 
lect  and  remember  that  it  is 
under  favourable  circumstanc 
oftener  in  cases,  which  are  th 
consequence  and  pass  without 
that  dangerous  precedents  are 
They  are  not  instantly  regarc 
they   have  no  immediate  opt 
the  remote  consequences  are  1 
But  they  thrive  in  silence  and 
neglect,  while  they  appear  to  t 
Bad  examples  are  prolific.     Tl 
and  multiply,  and  never  fail  to 
fruit  in   due  season.     Bad  mei 
to  them  hereafter  and  turn  tl 
poses,  which  they,  who  origins 
example  or  set  the  precedent,  n 
of. — This   is  an  English,   ritacl 
au  Indian  question.     The  fund 
vileges  of  this  house,  and  thr 
rights   and   privileges  of  the 
this  united  kingdom  are  involv 
right  hon.  gent,  proposes  tha 
already  made  shall  extend  tc 
only  of  the  papers  in  questioi 
disclosed  without  prejudice  t 
service ;  and  this  clause  or  c< 
says,  has  been  attached  to  eve 
Indian   papers,  that  has  been 
present  or  in  the  last  session  of 
It  is  true.     The  practice  I  \x 
with  me,  and  very  much  agaius 
the  session  of  1804,  though  I  * 
weigh  the  consequences  of  it  s 
I  ought  to  have  done.  I  yielde< 
ly,  but  not  without  remonstran 
tension,   which  I  ought  to  ha 
The  noble  lord  (Castiereagh), : 
cessive  instance,  assured  me  tl 
not  consent  to  any  motion  foi 
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har^  without  the  addition  of  this  clause. 
So  1  submitted  to  his  power  against  my 
judgment ;  because  otherwise  none  of  the 
■HI  I  moved  for  would  have  been  grant- 
cdi  Since  that,  the  practice  has  prevailed 
and  gained  ground  ;  and,  if  it  be  not  effec- 
tually resisted  now,  will  never  be  disputed 
hereafter.  A  discretion  to  judge  of  the 
■rim  of  the  obedient*  due  to  na  order  of 
this  house  is  said  to  be  neceis.iry  to  be 
lodged  somewhere  out  of  the  house,  for 
Im  it!  prejudice  to  the  public  service.  Hy 
whom  is  this  discretionary  power  contended 
for?  Hy  the  ministers  of  the  crown.  In 
•bore  bunds  is  it  to  be  vested?  In  the 
B&ine  ministers.  And  who  is  to  judge,  or  in* 
deed  «*1hic:iii  possibly  know,  whe titer  thedis- 
'.reimu,  so  claimed,  be  really  and  lionSjtdt 
governed,  in  its  application  and  exercise,  by 
ill  own  pretended  principle  ?  Are  there  no 
other  purposes,  to  which  such  a  power  may 
he  applied  ?  What  check  huve  vou  over  it? 
in  what  form  is  discretion  to  he  controuled  f 
ilv  what  evidence  can  it  be  convicted  of  a 
rntniti'tl  abuse?  Thecircumstauccsuiustbe 
flagrant  indeed,  in  which  a  guilty  intention 
can  be  brought  home  to  any  man,  whom 
vim  leave  to  his  judgment,  and  who  sav; 
be  has  acted  to  the  best  of  it.  No  reason- 
able man  would  deny,  nor  in  feet  was  it 
ever  disputed,    (hat   cases  are  possible,  in 


particular  papers 

or  p-issj 

ges,  which,  for 

lite  public  servict 

ought 

Ot  to  be  disclo- 

led.     But  are  the 

same  mi 

nisters,  who  are 

to  execute    the-  o 

der,  the 

proper    persons 

lube  consulted, 
to  the?  .     _. ■  | 

'.'/'"j,"' 

Is  it  to  be  left 

to  them  to  Iran*  I 

reorder 

rliaps,    as   may 

tnable  tbemwd 

intention  of  the 

fence!  I'l^IlX 

•tbfa  to  touvfot 

ibenwst  nuterioo 

.  *btte  the  very 

person*,    who  du 

c  ■Mtered  anil 

option;  grafted 

ii   an  Of 

l-i ,   wlnrh  they 

ought  to  obey  wit 

HMt  res 

m  ■    The  true 

parliamentary   pr 

iciple,  1 

»d  which  in  t«a 

has  governed  tin; 

practice 

of  tiie  bouse  o! 

commons    until    v 

iry  latel 

,    was  stated  to 

you  last  nighL  by 

otieoi'tf 

e  most  virtuous 

•tid  respectable 

leinbors 

thiit  tl.ii  house 

possesses ;  1  men 

the  hoi 

.  representative 

of  Vorksbire,  whi 

m  1  am 

orry  not  to  see 

in  fan  place.      He 

said  ih 

t  the   course  to 

ba  observed  in  ih 

6UppO-i 

d  case,   as  it  ;il- 

•■y*  bad  been,  via 

lr list  ministers 

arith  the  previous 

right  ai'seWifwi;  hut  to 

oblige  them  to  come  to  parliament  an 
state  the  fact;  if  they  thought  that  an 
papers,  included  in  the  general  order,  eof: 
tained  matter  of  information,  which  th 
house  itself  would  not  think  it  right  to  di 
vulge.  Undoubtedly,  sir,  such  cases  c 
necessity  require  confidence  in  t.he  execu 
live  government.  There  must  be  a  disci* 
lion  confided  somewhere ;  and,  if  tli 
house  of  commons  does  not  think  this  o 
that  ministry  lit  to  be  trusted  with  it,  tbe 
ought  nut  to  satfer  such  persons  to  be  i»: 
nisters.  A  reasonable  aud  necessary  cor 
iidence  would  not  be  withheld.  On  th« 
side  there  is  no  danger.  l!ut  let  it  nev* 
be  forgotten  that  jealousy  of  ministers  i 
a  prevailing  and  almost  a  fundamental  prtn 
ciple  of  the  house  of  commons,  and  tho 
con  lideuce  in  them  is,  in  almost  every  it 
stance,  nothing  more  than  a  specific  excef 
tion  to  the  principle.  This  general  reason 
ing,  in  my  opinion,  is  strong  in  itself,  am 
irresistible  on  its  own  mere  principle.  1 
any  man  thinks  it  wants  illustration,  It 
him  apply  it  to  the  case  of  an  impeachment 
1'iiit  first  let  him  call  to  mind  what  an  im 

]-■  ■■■■■  : iii   is,   in   its  true  parliamentar 

sense.   1  say  that  the  capacity  of  this  hou» 


,   whom    they   thin' 
JeineaiHHin 


guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdem 
is  the  right  hand  of  the  house  of  ci 
aud  the  most  powerful  weapon  placed  i 
that  hand  by  the  constitution  of  this  king 
dom,  for  the  defence  of  all  our  own  right 
and  privileges  in  the  first  instance,  at* 
ultimately  for  the  protection  of  the  peoplt 
lu  the  ancient  parliamentary  language  i 
this  house,  1  say  that  "  an  impeachment  i 
"  virtually  the  voice  of  every  paniculs 
"  subject  of  tbi-  kingdom,  tr\ing  out  again! 
"  an  oppression,  by  which  every  member  c 
"  that  body  is  equally  wounded.*"  W 
cannot  abdicate  this  right  even  for  oui 
selves,  without  ceasing  to  be  a  house  t 
commons  ;  much  leas  can  we  abandon  tb 
duties  attached  to  the  right,  without  breac 
of  trust  to  our  constituents  and  to  all  th 
commons  of  the  kingdom.  Now,  sir,  o 
what  avail  is  it  to  impeach,  if  the  evidenc 
can  be  withheld  from  us,  or  garbled  or  se 
lected  for  us?  and  that  perhaps  by  th 
very  persons,  who  are  the  objects  of  th 
prosecution,  or  by  others  intimately  con 
netted  with  them  in  relation,  in  friendship 
or  by  otfice,  perhaps  hy  their  associate! 
and  possibly  by  their  accomplices  ?  The* 
are  some  only  of  the  consequences,  to  whic 


:■  01'  O.Bi 


I,  26t 


*9*\ 


PAUL.  DEBATES,  March  19,  l&06.—AjFairs  of  India., 


the  present  motion,  if  it.should  now  be  made 
a  precedent,  is  liable.  If,  with  the  convic- 
tion 1  feel  on  the  whole  of  the  question,  I 
did  not  oppose  it  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power,  I  should  deserve  to  pass  for  one  of 
the  meanest  and  basest  of  mankind,  and  I 
should  know  that  I  deserved  it.  I  there* 
fore  declare  that  I  shall  take  the  sense  of 
the  house  on  the  question,  if  the  right  hon. 
gent,  should  persist  in  pressing  it.  Nay,  I 
shall  not  stop  there.  If  the  question  should 
be  carried,  I  will  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity, and  the  most  effectual  course  I  can, 
to  bring  it  again  under  the  consideration  of 
the  house. 

Mr*  Hdey  Addington  said,  he  had  con* 
sidered  his  motion  so  much  a  matter  of 
course,  that  if  be  had  in  his  contemplation 
any  possible  objection  to  it,  he  should  have 
intruded  on  the  house  by  stating  the 
grounds  on  which  he  made  it.  It  was  not 
the  present  Board  of  Controul  that  made 
the  precedent.  They  found  it,  and  in  a 
motion  made  by  the  hon.  gent,  himself  last 
session.  The  hon.  member  bad  done  him 
the  justice  to  allow  that  he  had  no  impro- 
per motive  in  making  this  motion.  He 
thanked  him  for  his  good  opinion,  and 
hoped,  that  on  this  occasion  he  bad  acted 
under  the  influence  of  no  improper  bias. 
But  even  supposing  this  were  the  case,  and 
that  from  attachment  to  the  noble  marquis 
he  should  be  anxious  to  keep  back  any  in- 
formation from  the  house,  could  he  be  sup- 
posed possessed  of  that  iufluence  necessary 
to  succeed  in  such  a  hopeless  attempt  ? 
Could  he  be  supposed  to  have  influence 
enough  with  all  the  members  of  the  board, 
to  be  able  to  keep  back  evidence,  from 
such  motives  and  on  so  flimsy  a  pretext  ? 
The  conduct  of  the  board,  in  the  whole 
of  this  business,had  shewn  their  sentiments 
to  be  very  different.  They  had  not  refused 
a  single  paper  that  had  been  asked.  But, 
however  willuig  the  board  might  be  to 
withhold  any  information  on  the  grounds 
alledged,  was  it  in  their  power  to  do  so 
without  incurring  disgrace  ?  Were  there 
sot  members  in  that  house  sufficieutly  ac- 
quainted with  those  documents,  to  know 
whether  any  of  them  were  withheld  ?  Would 
the  directors  permit  any  such  connivance 
on  the  part  of  the  board,  without  making 
jiuch  remonstrances  as  would  expose  the 
motives  of  their  conduct?  Such  a  discre- 
tionary power,  he  thought,  might  with  safe- 
ty be  invested  in  the  board.  Their  respon- 
sibility was  a  pledge  to  tjje  house,  that 
such  discretionary  power  was  not  likely 
3 


to  be  abused;  and  it  was  a  pc 
always  been  given. 

Lord  Folkestone  by  no  meaJ 
the  right  hon.  member  who 
forward  this  motion,  that  f 
tionary  power  could  be  lodge 
in  the  hands  of  any  board, 
be  invested  with  this  powei 
make  any  use  of  it  they  pleas< 
same  time  not  be  responsible, 
consider  precedent  as  a  gooc 
favour  of  this  measure.  Su 
were  not  to  be  followed,  for  i 
itself  was  bad,  it  could  not  b 
any  precedent,  and  to  adopt 
only  adding  another  precede 
measure.  The  discretional 
would  allow  to  reside  in  his 
nisters,  but  he  would  by  no  a 
such  a  power  to  any  board  wh 
even  this  discretionary  powi 
was  only  given  to  ministei 
terms;  they  were  not  invei 
with  such  powers,  but  were  en 
to  the  house  and  state  their 
the  production  of  any  partici 
any  part  of  a  paper  on  public 
the  house  relying  on  their 
were  entitled  to  sustain  the: 
but  such  an  extended  disc  ret 
as  was  proposed  by  this  moi 
without  any  controul,  even 
would  be  extremely  dangeroi 
granted  to  them,  how  could  it 
with  propriety  to  grant  it : 
whatever?  The  fair  and  q 
thought,  for  gentlemen  to  i 
occasion,  was,  after  perusin 
and  finding  some  parts  of  the 
not  to  be  laid  before  the  he 
down  and  avow  it,  and  receh 
on  their  responsibility,  to  w 
The  argument  the  right  hon 
used  in  favour  of  his  motic 
against  it  than  for  it ;  for 
perused  the  papers,  how  c< 
that  they  contained  any  thin( 
proper  to  be  laid  before  the  1 
lie  avowed  his  ignorance  of 
stance,  nothing  could  be  m 
than  so  extended  a  discreti 
He  hoped  the  hon.  geut.  whe 
the  motion  would  persevere 
tion  to  take  the  sense  of  tfc 
it. 

Mr.  Francis  said,  in  expl 
in  his  motion  of  June  1805, 
duced  no  such  discretionary  J 
been  introduced  by  others,  an 
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i  of  India. 


V: 


induced  to  accede  to  it,  or  otherwise  lose  the 
object  of  his  motion.  lie  did  not,  there- 
fore, the  less  condemn  the  practice. 

Mr.  Secretary  Vox  found  himself  invol- 
ved in  him  difficulty  on  this  occasion. 
hi.'   precedent   had   been   established  lust 

rir.  If  .u  question  bad  been  started  upon 
then,  or  if  it  was  tt  new  question  imw, 
be  could  have  no  difficulty  in  saying,  thut 
be  should  prefer  adhering  10  the  old  prac- 
tice of  leaving  ministers  on  such  occasions. 
to  act  on  their  general  responsibility.  He 
admitted  that  there  were  two  ways  in  which 
mh.-.er,  Uonary  power  might  be  given  lowi- 
imlirs  :  The  fi .  st  was,  as  a  noble  lord  oppo- 
site (.lord  Folkestone)  had  very  justly  atuted, 
when  ministers  dime  down  to  the  house, 
and  ,.■],:.■.-.         :,..;:  !  Icrflte  ihe  pre- 

judice it  would  be  to  the  public  service  to 
comniuiiiuvto  nuire  particular  information 
on  any  subject .  they  were  permitted  on  their 
twpJnsibi'lity  to  withhold  iliis  information. 
The  other,  which  perhaps  was  the  morere- 


s  beforehand  admitted  the  ministers 
to  withhold  it  at  descretion,  without  assign- 
ig  any  reason,  or  taking  notice  of  the  par- 
'ir  article,  such  matters  its  they  might 
_i  expedient.  At  the  same  time,  be 
wuld  observe,  thai  lliere  was  no  such  ma- 
terial difference  between  the  ordinary  dis- 
cretion exercised  by  ministers,  when  called 
on  to  produce  papers,  and  that  contained 
by  the  present  motion.    The  orders  of  the 

uf  the  papers  called  for.  Who  were  to  give 
tiitse  extracts,  but  the  ministers  who  exer- 
cised their  discri  tion  in  withholding  such 
v  of  which  might  be 
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The  agreeing  to  the  motion  tkeretoffc,  n. 
Ibis  case,  was  not  a  com  lefeUon  of  great 
Importance,  or  rather  it  was  one  oJ  do  im- 
portance at  all.  As  he  had  already  said, 
if  this  were  a  new  question,  be  should  in- 
cline to  object  to  the  motion ;  but  consider- 
log  that  simil.u  additions  had  been  made 
to  all  the  orders  on  this  subject,  not  only 
during  laat  session,  but  two  nights  ago,  in 
the  case  of  Sural,  without  being  seriously 
objected  to,  he  would  rather  recommend 
lo  his  bon.  friend  (Mr.  Francis)  tu  with- 
draw his  opposition,  he  [Mr.  Fox.)  saying 
that  if  a  new  cose  should  occur,  in  which 
Vol.  VI. 


the  objection  WU  Bade",  he  should  soppn 
t.  The  responsibility,  lie  thought,  wou 
lot  be  very  different,  with  or  without  tl 
lords.  He  had  seen  cases  in  which  panB 
lad  been  produced  at  the  discretion 
hose  in  whose  hands  they  were,  the  pn 
luctiou  of  which,  if  by  motion  in  th 
louse,  lie  should  have  opposed.  lie  rata 
bought  in  this  case,  where  so  large  a  pn 
diiclion  was  called  to  be  made,  the  discr 
tiuu  might  be  allowed.  , 

Mr.  finta  thought  it  incumbent  on  tl 
m=e  lo  out  an  end  us  soou  as  possible 
bad  precedents,  a*  well  as  to  avoid  crcath 
any.  Should  the  present  question  be  . 
ed,  it  would  strengthen  the  E 
dents,  :iiii:  reudet  them  ■■.'..  . 
gerous.  Thiy  were  not  In  regi 
lalivo  to  India  only,  but  as  applicable 
any  other  cuse  that  might  come  be?OM  tl 
house.  He  whs  a  little  surprized  at  tl 
manmu  in  which  the  right  lion,  seereta 
of  stale  had  just  expressed  himscti  :  he  hi 
owned  that  he  supported  it  only  becau 
there  was  e  precedent  for  it,  and  that  if 
were  a  new  questiou  he  would  reject  i 
such  a  precedentshould,  therefore,  be  doi 
away  as  soon  as  possible.  The  lion,  get 
suggested  the  propriety  of  withdrawing  t! 
mution  till  his  right  lion,  friend  shou 
have  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  p 
peraj  and  if  lie  should  find  any  part  th 
could  not  be  safely  produced,  he  pledgi 
hiniself  to siippoi lliis motion uponllie  slat 
ment  of  that  specific  ground. 

Lord  H.  Petty  concurred  with  the  nob 
lord  who  had  spoken,  that  the  species 
responsibility  which  he  had  recoiimieude 
resulting  from  an  application  to  the  hous 
on  the  part  of  ministers,  in  particular  it 
stances,  and  alter  ussieninjt  their  purlieu! 
reasons,  was  certainly  the  best.  He  ugrei 
with  his  right  lion,  friend  near  him  (M 
Vox),  as  to  the  responsibility  of  ministei 
and  thought  that  in  this  case  nothing  mo 
i  i-  i  b  ■'.  than  what  had  been  very  late 
acceded  to  without  any  objection.  I 
ivaa  convinced  his  right  lion,  friend  wf 
brought  forward  the  motion,  had  no  vie 
in  it  but  what  arose  from  a  salutary  cautiot 
but  as  the  house  seemed  to  thiok  the  pn 
cedent  not  a  good  one,  he  wished  for  on 
to  revert  to  the  lormer  practice,  and  wou! 
recommend  it  lo  his  right  lion,  friend  1 
withdraw  his  motion. 

Lord  Castkrtagh  stated  the  ground  upc 
which  lie  had  rccummetidt-d  tin:  insunio 
of  similar  words  to  thoie  then  under  coi 
side  ration*  in  the  order  of  last  si 
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have  been  founded  on  a  wish  to  prevent 
improper  papers  being  produced.  The  Mar- 
hatta  papers  that  had  been  produced  to  the 
house,  contained  many  passages  that  should 
not  have  been  made  public.  The  court  of 
directors  did  not  conceive  they  had  jury  di- 
rection when  they  had  received  the  orders 
of  thehouse,  and  therefore  laid  them  in 
Full  before  it ;  but  this  was  not  a  "new  prac- 
tice. The  same  words  had,  he  believed, 
been  inserted  in  the  order  for  papers  on  the 
first  Mysore  war.  He  advised  the  house  to 
consider,  before  they  should  reject  a  mo- 
tion which  was  fraught  with  such  conveni- 
ence to  the  public  seryice. 

Mr.  Bastard  believed  the  motion  had 
been  nvade  from  no  improper  motives.  He 
condemned  the  precedent  on  which  it  was 
founded,  and  insisted,  that  on  this  princi- 
ple there  could  be  no  use  for  notices  re- 
specting such  motions,  as  no  examination 
would  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the  propri- 
ety or  impropriety  of  the  production  of  any 
papers  previously  to  their  being  moved  for. 

Mr.  Wilbcrforce  felt  himself  much  obli- 
ged to  the -noble  lord  opposite  for  the  can- 
dour with  which  he  had  expressed  himself, 
and  imputed  no  blame  to  the  right  hon. 
gent,  who  had  made  the  motion,  but  at 
the  same  time  had  no  hesitation  in  opposing 
it  from  principle.  * 

Lord  Temple  contended  that  no  respon- 
sibility resided  in  the  directors,  but  only 
in  the  board  of  controul,  and  that  it  was 
with  the  board  the  house  had  to  transact 
any  business,  or  to  give  any  instructions. 
The  question,  he  thought,  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,  had  grown  into  an  importance 
that  it  did  not  deserve.  He  had  no  objec- 
tions however,  that  the  old  mode  of  respon- 
sibility should  on  this  occasion  be  resorted 
to,  though  the  motion  appeared  to  him  to 
he  as  respectful  a  wav  of  treating  the  house. 

Lord  Morpeth  thought  the  responsibility 
of  ministers  should  be  whole  and  entire, and 
hoped  the  motion  would  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  H.  Addington  said,  ever  since  his 
noble  friend's  objection,  he  wished  to  with- 
draw his  motion,  but  seeing  many  respect- 
able members  desirous  to  deliver  their 
opinions,  he  had  refrained  from  doing  so 
till  they  had  spoken.  He  assured  the 
house  he  had  no  idea  of  there  being  the 
slightest  objection  to  it,  but  as  there  was, 
he  would,  with  the  leave  of  the  house, 
withdraw  it ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 


the  Mutiny  bill,  the  English  a 
litia  bills,  the  Militia  Subaltei 
the  Militia  Adjutants  bill,  pal 
committees,  and  were  report 
third  reading  oftheWoollen  Mi 
Penalty  Suspension    bill,    M 
was  heard  on  behalf  of  certain 
Yorkshire,  petitioners,  again 
tion  of  the  bill.    The  object  c 
was  to  induce  the  house  to  a] 
fixed  for  the  duration  of  the  bi 
6  months,  in  order  that  thei 
better  chance  of  some  permar 
relative  to  the  subject  being  i 
ring  the  present  session.     Co 
withdrawu,  Lord  Auckland 
opinion  with  respect  to  the  1 
altered  by  what  had  fallen  froi 
counsel.     Whether  any  perc 
sure  was  adopted  this  sessioi 
duration  of  the  bill  for  12  l 
have  no  effect  in  either  case 
accelerate  that  measure.     Hi 
therefore  any  reason  why  the 
continuance  should  be  alter* 
was  then,  read  a  3d  time  and 


JIOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Thursday,  March  20. 
[Min  vtes.]    The  American  Treaty  bill, 


HOUSE    OF    COMMOl 

Thursday,  March  2 
[Minutes.]  Mr.  Baker  p: 
tition  from  the  Debtors  conf 
gate. — Mr.  Martin  presente 
from  the  Maltsters  of  Tewi 
P.  Stephens  presented  the  Pi 
to  the  Naval  Commissioners  i 
Mr.  Whitbread.— Sir  M.  W. 
sented  a  petition  from  the  SI 
Newcastle  against  a  bill  noi 
parliament  for  abolishing  cei 
of  their  craft. — On  the  motioi 
sittart,  the  \0\  Million  Ex< 
bill  was  read  a  2d  time.— The 
Service  bill  was  read  a  3d  tit 
ed.— The  l*  Million  Exche* 
read  a  2d  time. — Mr.  W.  Wy; 
Copies  of  the  Circular  Lett 
Hawkesbury  to  the  lords  1 
Counties,  relative  to  the  Ad< 
act. — On  the  motion  of  Mi 
that  the  Dublin  Paving  bill 
time,  a  conversation  arose, 
De  Blaquiere,  Mr.  Alexanc 
Ormsby,  opposed  the  bill,  e 
that  it  was  a  job,  interfering 
rights  of  creditors.  It  waa 
Mr.  W.  Wynne,  and  Mr.  J 
ultimately,  the  2d  reading  wa 
Tuesday.— -After  a  short  coi 
tween  Mr.  Dillon  and  Dr. 
was  ordered,  that  the  accou 
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been  laid  before  the  house  i:i  July,  1S03, 
of  the  resident  and  nou-resideul  Cbngy  in 
Ireland,  the  d-lVrent  parishes,  bene-fices, 
thurthes,  glebe,  houses  erected, and  erect- 
ing, tee.  be  reprinted. — On  the  motion  ot 
Mr.  Lee,  a  return  was  ordered  of  the  num- 
ber of  Common  Law  Subpeeoas,  Writs  ol 
Habeas,  &c.  issued  by  the  Court  of  Exche- 
quer in  Ireland,  ("or  the  last  4  years. — On 
the  motion  of  Mr.r'ilagerald,  anaccouDt  was 
ordered  of  the  quantity  of  spirits  distilled 
in  Ireland,  and  imported  into  Geat  Dri- 
tain,  during  the  years  1801,  2,3,4,  and  5, 
together  with  the  amount  of  the  duties  for 
each  year. — On  the  motion  ol  Mr.  Rose, 
accounts  were  ordered  to  he  laid  before 
the  boose,  of  the  i|uanlities  of  Sugar  and 
Coffee  imported  into  this  country  from 
Tortola. 

[Military  Establishments.]  Ge- 
nera! Tarlrlon  wished  the  right  hon.  secre- 
tary (.Mr.  Windham)  would  have  the  good- 
nes*  to  inform  him,  whether  or  not  he 
meant,  according  to  that  half  notice  he 
had  given,  to  bring  forward  on  Monday 
next? 

Mr.  Secretary  Windham  said,  the  hon. 
general  was  certainly  correct  in  calling  it 
a  half  notice :  he  had  not  given  any  regu- 
lar notice,  becaute  it  was  not  ia  his  power 
to  pledge  iiim-tii'  that  he  should  he  pn 
red  to  bring  it  forward  by  Monday.  1 
withstanding  the  great  aiifciexy  which 
huu.  general  and  his  friends  might 
upon  the  subject,  oi  which  might  he 
oat  of  doors,  he  could  only  say,  ill; 
did  not  appeui-  to  him  that  any  iucom 
ence  would  result  (mm  a  Uttfe  <i> !  iy. 


hon.  general  might  have  been  disappointed 
by  this  apparent  delay,  his  was  not.  It 
appeared  to  him,  thai  the  object  of  the 
greatest  importance  was,  to  give  the  fullest 
consideration  to  any  changes  that  were  to 
he  proposed,  before  the  subject  was  intro- 
duced, and  he  saw  no  other  inconveni- 
ence that  could  remit  from  the  unavoida- 
ble delay,  than  that  it  would  disappoint 
lb*  curiosilv,  and  the  anxious  expectation 
of  a,  number  of  persons. 

General  Tarleion  mentioned,  that  cou- 
tiderablc  anxiety  must  necessarily  be  felt 
OB  the  subject,  both  by  the  gentlemen  ol 
the  army  and  the  volunteers. 

Mr.  Secretary  Windham  .said,  that  as 
iooa  as   he    was  prepared   to  bring  the 


business  forward,    he  should     name   t! 


Friil,ii/,  Marti  !1. 

[Ml  HUT  a*.]  The  American  Treaty  bi 
the  Wool  Exp.-inuion  bill,  the  Mutiny  l,j 
the  English  and  Irish  Militbh:!!,,  the  \ 
litiu  .Subalterns  bill,  theMiuiiaAdjulaii 
bill,  and  the  Scotch  Iluikrunt  bill,  wo 
read  a  third  lime  and  passed. — Ou  the  m 
tion  ot'loi  d  Eldoi ,  [be  further  ronsiderali' 
of  the  claims  of  the  duke  of  Clarence  ai 
oilier  royal  dukes  to  the  right  of  voting 
the  election  of  representative  peers  I 
Ireland,  was  lixed  for  Tuesday, 

[Witnesses'    Dfclaiiatokv  Gili 

Lord  E/dun,  after  adverting  to  what  h 
taken  place  ou  Wednesday  relative  to  t 
Declaratory  bill,  observed,  that  lie  did  r 
attend  on  that  day  m  consequence  of  undi 
standing  that  a  noble  and  learned  lord  (I 
lenborough),  not  now  in  his  place,  wot 
propose  a  clause  specifically  providing, 
the  exceptions  to  the  general  principle  a 
which  was  to  be  substituted  for  the  prov 
which  he  (lord  Eldon)  bad  proposed  lo  tb 
lordships,  From  what  had  happened  ho 
ever  on  that  day,  he  was  convinced  that 
must  have  misunderstood  the  intention* 


bill  brought  in  by  a  noble  lurii  (Stauhoj 
lor  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  quest! 
again  under  their  lordships'  considerati 
The  Lurd  Chancellor,  after  adverting 
the  causes  which  had  given  rise  to  the  1 
claratury  bill,  which  be  bad  had  the  hone 
to  present  to  their  lordships,  con  tew 
that  the  general  enactment  contained 
the  bill,  merely  declared  llie  law  to 
what  the  majority  of  the  judges  had  sla 
it;  but  did  not  tuke  away  any  of  th 
privileges  of  demurrer  which  witnes 
were  previously  allowed  by  law,  or 
power  of  the  judge  to  decide  on  si 
grounds  of  demurrer  according  to  the  , 
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as  previously  defined  and  laid  down.  In 
framing  the  bill  he  took  for  its  groundwork 
the  language  used  by  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  (Eidou)  in  the  question  referred  to 
the  judges,  which  question  had  beeu  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of 
those  learned  persons :  if  therefore  there 
was  a  defect  in  the  bill,  it  must  arise  from 
detective  opinions  delivered  by  the  judges. 
Lord  Eldon  still  adhered  to  his  former 
opinion  relative  to  the  operation  of  the  bill. 
He  thought  however,  it  would  be  advisable 
if  the  bill  was  not  amended  in  the  house 
of  commons  to  put  a  question  to  the  judges 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the 
exceptions  to  the  general  principles  were 
sa\  ed  or  not  under  the  general  enacting 
words  of  the  bill. 


POUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Friday,  March  21. 
[Minutes.]     Sir  S.  Cottrell,  one  of  the 
clerks  of  the  privy  council,  presented  at 
the  bar,  "  a  Return  of  the  total  number  of 
vacancies  which  have  arisen  in  the  Addi- 
tional Force,  by  death  or  desertion,  men 
reclaimed  as  deserters,  or  claimed  as  ap- 
prentices, or  discharged  as  unlit  for  ser- 
vice, for   the  year  preceding  the   1st  of 
Sept.  1805,  together  with  the  number  who 
had  volunteered  into   the   regular  forces, 
for  the  year  ending  1st  of  Oct.  1805,  pur- 
suant to  the  14th  and  1 5th  sect,  of  44  Geo. 
III.  cap.  56."     Ordered  to  be  printed. — 
Mr.  Burdon  rose   to  submit  a  proposition 
of  great  and  general  importance,  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  poorer  classes  of  the  com- 
munity.   It  was  become  in  the  highest  de- 
gree necessary  to  ascertain,  and  to  fix  up- 
on some  mode  for  the   accurate  measure- 
ment of  coals,  for  inconsequence  of  the 
want  of  such  an   arrangement  the  public, 
and  especially  the  poor  and  ignorant,  were 
subject  to  the  grossest  frauds   and  imposi- 
tion: To  remedy  such  evils  was  the  object 


motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  that 

should  be  laid  before'the  houi 

mount  of  interest  accruing  up< 

chequer  Bills  as   are  to  be 

the  year  1 806  ;  and  the  righ 

gave  notice  that  he  would  n 

upon   this   subject  in  the    c< 

supply  on  Monday.-;— Sir  J.  S 

ved,  that  there  be  laid  before  t 

account  of  all  grants  already 

the  Forfeited  Estates  in   Scot 

for  an  account  of  all  balances 

the   said   estatesi    with  the 

thereon,  and   the  persons  in  i 

the  same  are.     Ordered. — M 

brought  up  the  report  of  the  c 

whom  the  Petition  of  Messi 

and  Cowie  was  referred,  whic 

ed  to  be  printed. — Mr.  Close  j 

First  Report  of  the  Commissi 

litary  Enquiry,  which'  was  ord< 

the  table  and  to  be  printed. — ' 

solved  itself  into  a  committee  c 

Paving  Bill,  in  which  some 

took  place  between   Mr.  C. y 

Vansittart,  Mr.  J.  Latouche, 

quiere,  and  Mr.  Ormsby.    T 

opposed  the  bill  as  unjust  and 

and  the  former  defended  it. 

was  ordered  to  be  received  oi 

[Budget.]  Lord  Henry  Petti 

that  on  Friday  next  he  would 

house  to  resolve  itself  into  a  c 

consider  of  the  Ways  and  Mei 

should  submit  to  them  of  prov 

plies  necessary  for  the  service 

sent  year. 

Mr.  Rose  considered  it  al 
bring  forward  the  Ways  and  1 
ail  the  estimates  of  the  year 
ted  by  the  house.  At  pres* 
were  still  ignorant  of  the  mill! 
for  the  year. 

Mr.  Vansittart  replied,  that 
gulations  might  be  made  in  tfc 
fairs  of  the  country,  must,  a 


of  the  measure  he  had  thought  it  his  duty 
to  bring  forward.  The  hon.  member  con-  [course,  be  submitted  to  a  dis 
cluHed  wild  moving,  for  leave  to  bring  in  tee  of  supply ;  aud  though  hi 
a  bill  for  the  better  regulating  the  admea- 
surement of  coals  seaborne  ;  which  was  gi- 
ven.—Mr.  S.taveley  presented  at  the  bar 
an  Account  of  the  receipts  and  arrears  in 
the  Post-Office  department  on  the  5th  of 


Jan.  1806,  and  Mr.  Franklyn  presented 
an  Account  from  the  commissioners  of 
customs  of  the  arrears  and  balances  due  by 
collectors,  &c.  These  accounts  were  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table,  and  the  latter  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. — Ordered  on  the 


might  explain  the  ways  and  I 
to  propose,  it  did  not  follow  i 
would  be  voted,  than  what  a\ 
the  estimates. 

Lord  Henri;  Petty  said,  that 


gent,  would  have  an  opportu 
any  objections  that*  might  C 
when  the  question  was  broug 
Mr.  Rose  rejoined,  that  he 
versation  was,  at  this  time,  1 
he  was  struck  with  the  singu] 
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& 


f>ng  forward  ihe  ways  and  mean?,  before 
tlii'  military-  expences  were  made  known. 
[Ki.f.cTKixTKEATi?if;[',iLL.]Mr.Tiemey 
B»W<  the  second  reeling  of  the  Election 
Treating  bill.  Upon  tin-  question  being  put, 
Mr.  Fuller  ruse  and  expressed  his  sur- 
prise, that  the  right  hoo.  gent,  should  sub- 
mit such  ati  important  motion  without  say- 
ing one  sentence  upon  the  subject.  To  say 
much  in  its  favour,  he  thought  quite  be- 
yond the  power  of  the  right  bon.  gent,  or 
any  other  person.  Indeed,  it  did  not  ap- 
pear to  his  mind  that  such  a  measure  could 
at  all  be  sustained,  for  its  tendency  would 
W  to  disfranchise  an  immense  proportion 
of  the  freeholders  of  the  country.  In  the 
cue  even  of  the  county  he  had  the  honour 
to  represent,  what  would  be  the  fate  of  the 
put*  freeholders  who  lived  above  80  miles 
from  the  place  of  polling  ?  Why,  that  such 
persons,  unable  to  defray  the  eipence  of 
the  journey,  would  foreit  their  votes.  The 
wmu  thiug  would,  no  doubt,  happen  In 
many,  if  not  ail  other  counties.  It  was 
mough  that  poor  freeholders  should  be 
subject  to  the  loss  of  time  and  the  trouble 
01*  going  to  the  hustings,  without  being 
called  upon  to  submit  to  the  expence  of 
iage  from  distant  quarters.  This  ex- 
;  no  material  loss  to  the  candi- 
it  w«s  to  be  recollected  that  ihe 
s  were  only  treated  to  this  jaunt 
l-vpn  .years.  It  would  be  cruel 
then  to  dash  this  trivial  tup  from  the  poor 
man's  lips.    The  house  should  bear  in  mind 

acted  towards  his  people,  particularly  to- 
•srd's  Ins  soldiery,  to  every  em  I  i  .  h 
he  occasional ly  appealed,  i  n»|  Bn  eotiu 
tfttmatonce  as  the  judge  ot  bit  □  iidact, 
the  m <  mis  of  his  success,  and  the  partaker 
of&is  glory.  A  similar  policy  should  govern 
this  country.  Every  Englishman  should  be 
taught  to  li.el  a  common  interest  with  his 
country  and  its  legislature,  and  the  best 
mode  tu  encourage  thai  iei-ling  was  by  ma- 
lting every,  even  the  poorest  freeholder,  an 
arbiter  o!  the  conduct  of  his  representa- 
tive. Fiut  the  object  of  this  bill  would  be 
to  deprive  the  greater  part  of  the  poor  free- 
holders of  this  important  right.  If  such  a 
bill  were  to  pa-.s,  the  eliect  would  be  to  in- 
jure independent  candidates,  to  exclude 
distant  voters,  and  to  leave  the  fate  of  an 
election  generally  to  the  decision  of  the 
mob  of  the  town  where  it  might  take  pface. 
Thus,  the  man  who  could  best  harangue 
toe  mob,  would  probably  be  the  successful 
cauJidute,    to  the  exclusion  of  those  in- 


dependent men  who  were  most  worthy  to 
members  of  parliament — for  those  wl 
should  not  submit  to  great  trouble  won 
have  no  chance  of  succeeding.  Sir  Edwa 
Coke  had  observed, that  those  men  were  mc 
fit  to  be  members  of  parliament  who  did  n 
care  whether  they  Were  so  or  not ;  and 
this  bill  were  to  be  adopted,  such  men  woul 
in  all  likelihood,  be  utterly  excluded  ;  f 
being  prevented  from  pa}  rag  for  the  co 
veyanceof  voters,  being  too  proud  totia 
vass,  and  unwilling  to  count  the  mere  nil 
at  the  hustings,  they  would  huve  but  litl 
chance  of  any  voters  at  ttl!. 

Mr.Mormprofessed  the  greatest  resp< 
for  the  hon.  mover  of  the  bill.  He  km 
him  to  be  intimately  acquainted  with  t 
laws  on  the  subject  of  treating  at  electioi 
and  that  the  whole  had  engaged  much 
his  attention.  But  his  objections  to  t 
present  hill  were  of  such  a  radical  natu 
that  no  alteration  or  amendment  could  i 
coucile  him  to  its  adoption,  and  therefc 
he  felt  this  the  proper  stage  to  make  1 
stand  against  it.  If  it  were  meant  as  a  A 
claratory  law,  to  explain  the  act 'of  ki 
William,  he  would  resist  it  as  totally  urn 
cessary,  and  if  meant  to  go  farther  th 
that  act,  he  would  resist  it  as  improper  a 
unjust.  The  giving  meat  and  drink  to  v 
ters  was  already  prohibited  by  the  letter 
the  statute  ot" 'William,  ami  there,  in  1 
judgement,  the  law  went  far  enough.  [| 
proceeded  the  length  of  forbidding  1 
conveyance  of  voters  at  the  expence 
candidates,  he  should  sincerely  regret 
aid,  ;:iil  ng  others,  for  the  reasons  stal 
by  th'-  la-i  speaker.  But  it  was  urged, 
understood,  by  the  right  hon.  mover 
this  bill,  whose  speech  he  had  not  the  gc 
fortune  to  hear,  that  doubts  existed  w 
respect  to  the  interpretation  of  the  law  i 
on  the  subject  of  treating,  and  that  the 
fore  a  declaratory  law  was  necessary, 
the  existence  of  such  doubts,  he  was  not 
all  aware.  In  the  Worcester  case,  alloc 
to  by  the  right  hon.  gent.,  the  argument 
council  was  evidently  mistaken  for  the  i 
cision  of  the  committee.  The  fact  w 
that  subsequent  to  that  decision,  a  bill  » 
brought  in,  as  it  professed,  to  remove  dou 
as  to  the  treating  act.  That  bill  found 
way  into  the  house  of  lords,  where  it  v 
strongly  reprobated  bv  lord  Mansfield,  w 
very  properly  observed,  that  the  multi] 
cation  of  statutes,  instead  of  adding  to  I 
strength  of  the  law,  served  to  impair  a 
weaken  it.  Such  a  remark  was  alwaysi 
titled  to   consideration,    but  particula 
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by  one  of  the  candidates  to  if 
other  for  his'election  expences, 
illegal,  u  because  it  pledged  * 
ihose  expences  which  it  was 
law  to  incur/'  There  were  ot 
the  books  which  served  to  si 
doubts  prevailed  in  the  courts 
the  interpretation  of  the  treat) 
point  was,  indeed,  conclusively 
by  the  decision  in  the  court 
plea3,  in  the  case  of  Ribbons 
Upon  the  whole  then,  it  was  c 
j  udgement,  that  as  no  doubt  ex 


where,  as  in  this  case,  there  was  no  ground 
of  necessity.  To  prove  the  necessity,  how- 
ever, some  endeavours  had  been  used,  by 
referring  to  cases  of  doubt.  Among  those 
cases  Ipswicb  and  Barnstaple  had  been  re- 
ferred to.  Now  the  fact  was,  that  in  the 
former  case,  the  subject  had  not  been  at  all 
gone  into,  the  election  having  been  decla- 
red void  on  other  grounds ;  and  as  to  Barn- 
staple, the  only  appearance  of  doubt  in  the 
construction  of  the  law  was  by  the  petition- 
ers, who  stated,  that  if  their  opponent  had 
advanced  money,  merely  for  the  trav«\la*g 

expences  of  voters,  they  should  not  press  I  construction  of  the  treating  a 
the  committee  to  come  to  any  decision  up-  ratory  law  was  necessary  ;  ao 
on  that  point.  Such  a  statement,  however,  law,  such  as  that  before  the  I 
could  avail  nothing  in  arguing  the  question  be  highly  improper,  it  requir 
before  the  house.  These  petitioners  might  consideration  to  prove.  It  wi 
liave  declined  to  enter  into  discussion,  as 
to  travelling  charges,  having  probably  de- 
frayed the  same  charges  oti  their  own  side. 
But  their  motive  was  of  little  consequence. 
The  question  was,  whether  their  miscon- 
struction of  the  law  should  be  taken  as  a 
proof  that  any  doubts  existed  as  to  the  fair 
interpretation  of  that  law ;  whether  the  mis- 
lakes  of  a  few  men  as  to  the  meaning  of  a 
law,  should  be  admitted  as  evidence  that 
the  law  was  doubtful,  and  that  a  declarato- 
ry act  was  necessary,  as  was  pretended  in 
the  case  before  the  house  ?  Whereas,  in  re- 
ality, no  doubt  existed  upon  this  subject. 
The  last  decision  upon  the  Herefordshire 


case  was  quite  conclusive  as   to  treating,   part  of  voters  was  not.  a  tnat 


to  say  what  mischiefs  would  re 
adoption  of  such  a  bill.    A 
of  freeholders  would  be  disfn 
for  any  improper  act,  but  mi 
sequence  of  their  inability 
ex  pence  of  their  conveyance  tc 
The  right  bon.  mover   was 
have  said,  that  the  removal  oi 
the  place  where  his  right  of  v 
a  matter  of  option  ;   but  that 
case.  For  the  tradesman  and  tl 
rer  must  go  where  his  industr 
employment :  he  must  shift  hi 
follow  the  market.     Ju  many 
instances,  the  change  of  resi 


The  Committee  there  had  before  them  the 
proof  of  travelling  charges  having  been  paid 
by  the  candidate ;  but  their  determination 
was  grounded  distinctly  upon  this,  that 
tickets  had  been  given  to  the  voters  for  meat 
and  drink,  and  this  it  was  which  they  pro- 
nounced to  be  within  the  meaning  of  the 
treating  act.  Of  course  upon  that  ground 
the  candidate  was  disqualified.  So  far  as 
to  the  decisions  of  committees  with  regard 
to  this  law.  Now,  as  to  the  proceedings  in 
the  courts  respecting  it,  there  were  but  a 
tew  cases.  From  the  actions  however, 
which  were  brought  by  inn-keepers  against 
candidates,  for  the  expences  incurred  at 
elections,  contrary  to  the  treating  act,  it 
appeared  that  such  actions  could  not  be 
maintained.  In  the  action  brought  against 
two  members  of  that  house,  Messrs.  Fran- 
cis and  Moore,  lord  Kenyon  did  not,  to  be 
sure,  direct  a  nonsuit,  because,  very  pro- 
perly as  a  judge  of  nisi  prius,  perceiving  a 
look  of  equity  in  the  claim,  he  referred  it; 
at  the  same  time  pronouncing  an  agreement 
which  appeared  to  have  been  entered  into 


but  of  necessity,  oftentimes 
sity,  and  yet  this  bill  would  a 
pain.  In  counties  the  right 
proposed  the  taking  of  the  pc 
places,  in  order  to  obviate  or 
glaring  objections  to  his  bll 
multiplication  of  polling  pli 
productive  of  confusion  and 
pence  even  to  the  candidal 
more,  he  would  object  to  si 
tion,  because  he  liked  the 
which  a  freeholder  now  gj 
in  the  face  of  the  county  anc 
date. — It  had  also  been  saic 
measure  would  only  be  acti; 
spirit  of  the  act  appointing 
election  to  be  confiued  to  tb 
of  a  4>0s.  freehold,  since  40s. 
might  be  reckoned  equal  to  31 
and  thus  you  preserved  mc 
the  independence  of  electoi 
regard  to  the  independence  o 
ders,  his  opinion  was,  that  j 
ral  diffusion  of  industry  and 
capacity,  freeholders  of  tha 
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*s  much  independence  of  mind  as  an' 
Tiption  of  persons.  To  deprive  i 
body  of  such  men,  as  this  bill  wouli 
*wl  to  do,  of  the  exercise  of  their  electivi 
Ituitlii'.e,  would  serve  to  produce  a  dispo 
mum  to  lisllessness  and  languor  among  thi 
people,  than  which  nothing  was  more  to  be 
dreaded  ;  tor  nothing  would  be  better  cal- 
culated to  facilitate  the  subjugation  of  the 
ixnintry  ami  to  lead  to  deipoti 
French  scarcely  valued  such  a  thing  as  the 
Active  franchise;  but  any  man  who  had 
erer  seen  an  election  in  this  country  mus 
be  sensible  bow  different  was  the  feeling 
which  prevailed  among  Englishmen,  how 
tmgerly  they  crowded  to  the  hustings,  ai 
ham  little  tliey  were  in  a  slate  to  be  reco 
filed  to  the  relinquishment  of  a  right  thi 
*j  highly  prized.  He  was  glad  to  think  c 
ilif  iMtiniaUou  in  which  the  people  held 
ffui  important  privilege,  and 
happy  lo  perceive  the  enthusiam  which  pre- 
tuled  ut  popular  elections.  Since  such 
scenes  bad  been  freed  from  tbe  tumult  and 
uilfjzication  which  formerly  disgraced  them, 
I  VM  enthusiam  displayed  must  be  observed 
I  irith  pleasure  by  every  man  who  loved  po. 
I  folar  liberty;  who  felt  as  an  Englishman. 
I  The  hon.  and  learned  gent,  concluded  with 
I    ftmting  that  he  could  -not  conceive  the  lei 


tbe 


eedoi 


iheexpence  incurred  by  the  carriage  of  poor 
voters  to  the  hustings,  while  very  great  evil 
*»s  to  be  apprehended,  if,  by  disqualifying 
candidates  for  merc-lv  < l'-.ii Living suchexpen- 
«s,  a  vast  number  of  voters  should  be  pre- 
cluded from  the  exercise  of  their  franchise. 
Mr.  Francis  rose  and  said : — Mr.  Speaker ; 
The  unexpected  mention,  which  ihe  learn- 
ed gent,  has  made  of  me  bv  name,  and  of 
My  bou.  friend  the  present  representative 
>•[  the  city  of  Coventry,  makes  it  indispen- 
tibly  necessary  to  set  my  hon.  friend  and 
mystlf  right  on  this  subject.  The  learned 
gtnt.  has  been  led  into  a  great  error  con- 
te/mng  some  supposed  facts,  which  be  has 
•sserted,  and  be  has  done  us  great  injus- 
tice. 1  had  not  the  advantage  of  hearing 
the  first  part  of  bis  speech,  and  therefore 
I  know  not,  nor  am  I  able  to  conjecture  on 
what  evidence  he  makes  such  assertions. 
Whatever  it  may  be,  I  assure  him  it  is 
Use.  On  this  point  1  cannot  be  mistaken, 
became  i[  is  impossible  I  should  ever  fur- 
jet  the  contested  electiou  at  Tewltsbwry  in 
17J*S,  or  any  material  passage  in  tlmt 
•MMction.  'In  truth,  I  have  too  much 
*eiion  to  remember  it      Tbe  calumnies. 


to  which  he  alludes,  and  which  in  the  fin 
instance  were  passionately  and  most  led* 
cetitly  delivered  from  the  bench,  and  pre 
pagated  afterwards  with  great  industry  i 
the  newspapers,  have  been  publicly  refute* 
ana  ought  tu  have  been  forgotten  long  ag< 
But  it  is  in  the  nature  of  calumny,  not  in 
deed  ultimately-  and  always  toallrtvre  trutt 
but  to  live  and  lurk  in  the  dark,  and,  wbe 
an  interval  ha?  elapsed  sufficient,  in  ar. 
pearance  at  least,  to  furnish  a  probaU 
security  against  detection  or  to  escape  coi 
tradictton,  to  revive  with  new  malice,  an 
endeavour  to  do  its  dirty  work  again, 
am  far  from  attributing  that  intention  t 
the  learned  gent. ;  but  I  say  he  is  deceiver 
and  that  the  information  lie  has  given  th 
house  is  not  true.  He  supposes  that  m 
hon.  friend  and  I  had  been  convicted  of 
contract,  by  which  he  was  bound  to  be* 
the  whole  e.tpence  of  the  contest,  and  thi 
such  contract  was  illegal.  Whether  it  wool 
have  been  so  or  not,  is  immaterial,  becaus 
in  fact  there  was  no  such  agreement.  M 
hon.  friend,  1  know,  did  incur  a  mud 
greater  e.vpeuee  than  I  did  in  the  cours 
of  that  transaction;  because  he  was  en 
gaged  very  long  before  I  had  any  conceri 
in  it,  and  because  he  managed  every  thing 
What  I  affirm  is  that  my  proper  share  a 
that  expence  was  paid  by  myself.  Th 
jiencrous  ardour,  with  which  lord  Kenyoi 
maintained  the  moderate  demands  of  th 
innocent  inn-keepers  against  us,  whom  hi 
charged  in  terms  with  a"  plut  first  to  cor 
runt  and  then  to  cheat  them,  does  honou 
to  his  moral  character.  At  sight  ofvir 
tue  in  distress,  that  worthy  judge's  pas 
Stun*  were  always  ready  to  take  lire.  Un 
luckily  for  my  linn,  friend  and  me,  he  wa 
not  at  all  a  political  judge.  If  the  Treat 
g  act,  as  it  then  stood,  vacated  any  ac 
On,  and  ought  to  have  non-suited  an 
plaintiff  ftir  the  expeuces  in  question, 
presume  it  was  the  duty  of  the  judge  t 
advert  to  such  act,  and  to  let  the  las 
ke  its  course,  even  against  his  own  tende 
feelings  for  the  plaintiff.  All  I  know  ii 
Etrat  lord  Kunvon  did  not  take  notice  c 
it,  that  he  gave  a  violent  and  rcproachfi 
;harge  to  the  jury  against  us,  and  that  i 
the  end  we  paid  the  full  demand  of  th 
■keeper  within  a  triile.  We  never  pleat 
ed  the  statute  ;  nor,  if  there  had  been  lift 
itatutes  to  bar  the  action,  should  we  cv« 
liave  resorted  to  that  or  to  any  other  leg; 
pretence  to  shelter  us  from  an  honest  c 
tqiritflbfa  demand.  What  we  conteiK 
and  What   1   still   believe   to   he   trui 
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was  that  the  amount  of  the  charge  was 
exorbitantly  unjust;  three  times  greater, 
as  we  at  least  were  convinced,  than  the 
real  expence.  Several  months  before  the 
action  was  tried,  we  made  a  public  tender 
of  two  thirds  of  that  and  of  all  other  de- 
mands on  the  same  account,  without  exa- 
mination, which  several  of  the  publicans 
accepted. — I  shall  now,  sir,  submit  to  you 
a  few  observations  on  the  general  tendency 
of  the  bill  before  the  hou.se.  It  is  a  duty, 
of  which  I  am  bound  to  acquit  myself,  by 
some  particular  consideratiyns,  which  im- 
mediately concern  me  and  a  few  others, 
and  by  ho  means  the  generality  of  the 
house.  The  first  is  the  special  relatiou  and 
connection,  in  which  my  right  hon.  friend 
and  I  have  heretofore  acted  together  on 
the  subject  of  a  parliamentary  reform.  In 
April  1792,  a  certain  society  was  formed 
in  this  city,  called  "  The  Friends  of  the 
People."  My  right  hon.  friend  and  I 
were  members  of  it,  with  other  persons, 
who  now  occupy  some  of  the  highest  sta- 
tions in  his  majesty's  service.  In  that 
company  I  passed  for  a  moderate  reformer, 
and,  I  believe,  not  without  some  little  dis- 
credit to  me  in  their  opinion ;  though  in 
fact  moderation  was  the  professed  principle 
and  the  real  character  of  the  society.  No 
doubt  or  suspicion  of  that  kind  could  at- 
tach to  the  conduct  of  my  right  hon.  friend. 
He  fairly  went  the  full  length  of  his  prin- 
ciples ;.  and  so  did  some  others,  who  are 
now  too  modest  to  boast  of  the  part  they 
took  in  those  proceedings,  or  to  make  it 
any  way  the  subject  of  immediate  osten- 
tation. In  so  numerous  a  society,  various 
theories  and  opinions  might  naturally  be 
entertained.  Even  they,  who  agreed  in 
principle,  differed  in  degree.  In  those 
days,  the  idea  of  reforming  the  house  of 
commons  by  a  scheme  of  universal  repre- 
sentation, that  is,  by  giving  a  vote  to  every 
hackney-coachman  and  chimney-sweeper 
in  the  kingdom,  was  t>y  no  means  so  much 
out  of  date  or  out  of  fashion  as  it  is  now. 
In  our  society,  however,  I  do  sincerely  be- 
lieve that  it  would  not  have  prevailed,  nor 
was-  any  man  so  ill  advised  as  to  propose 
it  in  form.  Nevertheless,  I  confess  it  was 
not  so  directly  rejected,  or  so  explicitly 
condemned,  as  it  ought  to  have  been.  On 
that  account,  the  society  itself  was  calum- 
niated, and  my  right  hon.  friend  and  I  were 
cruelly  misrepresented.  We  were  at  the 
same  time  members  of  another  society,  (the 
Whig  Club,)  of  a  more  convivial  character 
and  composed  of  greater  names,  where  it 
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was  the  custom  to  deliver  mai 
sentiments  from  the  chair.    T 
tions  descended  upon  us  with 
rity,  because  the  chair  was  ust 
a  noble  person  of  the  first  rai 
madeadeepimpressiou,  becai 
were  open ;  and,  if  we  delibe 
it  was  at  a  moment,  when  fe 
capable  of  deceit.     One  6f  tl 
tions  was,  never  to  relax  our 
versity,  or  to  forget  our  prin< 
sperity.     It  cannot  be  denies 
subject  of  parliamentary  reft 
friend  and  I  laboured  hard  e: 
service  of  the  commonwealt 
or  reward  ;  and,  if  we  shou! 
principles    now,   I    do*  not  1 
be  attributed  to  any  particu! 
tune,    that  has  befallen  us. 
can  perceive,  our  morals  are 
be  corrupted  by  prosperity, 
or  could  suspect  a  man  of  his 
ment  of  favouring  such  a  foil 
representation.     For  my  part 
known  that  I  took   every  o] 
disclaim  it  and  even  to  engaj 
to  disavow  it.*  I  never  harbou 
so  dangerous  and  so  absurd, 
parating  the  power  from  the  p 
country.     "To  those,   who 
u  power  in  the  hands  of  indi 
"  that  power  and  property  ca 
"  rated  long.    Sooner  or  lat 
u  will  take  the  property,  and 
"  gradually  revert  toanewsel 
"  would  still  be  the  few  cc 
"  the   whole   number;  that 
"  would  soon  be  distribute< 
"  more  or  less,  just  as  it 
"  The  final  result,  at  best, 
"  thing  but  a  change  ofhan< 
"  porary  shifting  of  possessib 
is  there  can  calculate,  or  w 
without  terror  of  the  dangers 
encountered,    and   the  miser 
be  endured,  in  transitu  ?f     I 
a  scheme  is  no  more  author! 
pie  and  success,  than  it  is  to 
on    general    principles,    or 
theory.     Of  all  republican 
that  of  Rome,  on  the  whole, 
for  its  purposes,  of  which  his' 
us  any  accurate  information 
public,  a  census,  or  fortune 
to   entitle  a  Roman  to  be  a 


*  Vide  Proceedings  of  the  Frieu 
5th  April,  1794. 

f  Vide  Mr.  Francis's  Letter  to 
ted  20th  Jan.  1795.   Vol.  V.  n.  2! 
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man  was.  thought fit  M  be  entrusted  with 
■rot  far  the  defence  of  hie  country.  who 
had  not  that  illMM  ui  its  welfare,  which 
ni  attached  to  property,  and  could  be  lie- 
MBd  Ituiu  nothing  else.  The  prtiltttirii, 
■ho  were  supposed  to  he  pood  fur  noihmu 
I-.l  propagation,  and    the   COptfe  txi'ti,  WUu 

*sre  counted  by  the  head  or  by  title, 
btluimed  to  no  class,  and  hid  no  vote  or 
Mfet  in  aiiv  act  of  the  people.  My  right 
lion,  friend  and  I  c.cmeu i red  in  thinking 
that,  m  order  if  possible  to  make  venality 
in  the  election  of  persons  to  serve  in  par- 
liament useless,  -it'  not  impracticable,  it 
•ould  be  advisable  to  extend  the  right  of 
voting  to  the  greatest  number  < 
that  could  be  obtained  consistently  with 
Ibe  public  safety.  With  that  united  view, 
■e  hunted  for  property,  wherever  it  could 
be  found,  in  order  to  support  the  vote, 
He  knows  best  whether  he  ever  meant  tc 
WOMcier  the  vote  as  a  personal  right  with- 
eat  any  other  qualification,  and  to  iicl 
that  principle.  I  believe  not ;  hut  I 
•ore  that  such  a  project  never  entered  i 
ny  eoulem  plat  ion. — I  ought  now  to  state 
to  the  IroutB  for  what  purpose  1  have  intro- 
duced these  topics  and  reflections,  and  how 
I  mean  lo  bring  them  home  to  the  bi 
of  the  day.  The  fact  is,  that  I  have  had 
no  opportunitv  of  examining  the  bill  which 
is  under  consi.iei.Uion.  But  1  have  col- 
lected enough  from  the  debates  to  knov 
Uiai  it  is  Hie  prevailing  opinion  of  tiii 
Louse,  mid1  not  yet  disputed  by  tiny  body 
that  the  inevitable  effect  and  operation  of 
the  bill,  whether  intended  or  not,  will  be 
to  reduce  very  considerably  the  number 
ti  voters  in  county  elections;  and  that, 
the  larger  the  county  is,  the  smaller 
Till  the  proportion  of  actual  voters  he  in 
such  elections.  It  is  said,  and  1  believe, 
truly,  that  the  little  freeholders,  at  any  dis- 
tance from  the  icuntv-towu,  would  never 
wte  at  all.  What  the  consequence  ol.that 
would  be,  deseiits  the  serious  considera- 
tion of  every  man,  who  wishes  to  preserve 
Um  popular  part  of  this  constitution.  The 
question  that  deserves  to  he  more  imme- 
diately considered  by  my  right  lion,  friend, 
-i.d  to  which  1  v-iyhed,  by  all  that  I  have 
aid,  to  draw  his  attention,  is,  whether  it 
be  possible  for  h,iui  to  reconcile  the  prin- 
ciple, which  he  anil  I  avowed  and  acted  on 
ton  1792  to  17.05,  via.  of  extending  the 
right  of  voting  as  far  as  property  could  be 
wood  lo  support  it,  with  the  practical  ef- 
fect of  his  present  hill,  which,  as  I  find  it 
till  tint  uo  all  hands,  would  be  lo  reduce 
Vol.  VI. 


and  confine  the  exercise  of  The  rii'M  t< 
much  smaller  number,  than  t!> 
and  I  formerly  agreed  in  thinking  ought 
be  considerably  increased  ;  I  mean  in  1 
counties,  where  the  vole  might  have  be 
amradad  with  the  total  inconvenience  a 
the  greatest  safety.  With  tins  impreasi 
of  the  operation  of  the  bill,  which  on 
part  I  am  sure  was  neither  intended  t 
foreseen,   1  am  bound  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Morrit  explained,  thai  he  took  ! 
statement  of  Mr.  Francis's  case  from  I 
reports  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  v.  hi 
were  generally  allowed  to  be  accurate. 

Mr.  Ttenirif  disclaimed  the  slightest  i 
tention  of  proposing  to  disfranchise  a 
freeholders  under  30/,  On  ihe  contrary, 
a  proposition  of  that  nature  were  broug 
forward,  he  would  be  among  the  first  to  c 

Mr.  W.  Dunrfas  said,  that  he  shot 
find  himself  under  the  necessity  of  opf 
siug  the  present  bill,  unless  Scotland  v 
altogether  excluded  from  the  ope  ration  of 
Mr.  Johnsttwe  could  not  see  that  a 
great  benefit  was  likely  to  arise  fr.nn  the  ; 
terations that  this  bill  proposed.  A*  tot 
practical  pa rt of  the  constitution,  he  thoug 
it  would  be  hard  to  point  out  any  consid 
rabie  improvement.  He  mightquote  t 
words  of  Dr.  Paley,  who  would  be  allow 

might,  like  him,  ask,  Whom  is  this  hou 
composed  of?  ll  is  of  men  which  con 
from  every  cl ass  of  society,  which  produc 
considerable  talent  and  information, 
that  house  there  were  not  only  represe: 
talives  of  the  lauded  interests,  but  of  tl 
commercial  interest  also  ;  there  were  me 
who  were  the  most  distinguished  in  eve 
liberal  profession  and  honour. ibk  situittio 
He  could  not  see  what  sort  of  msnm 
fitter  to  ait  in  that  house,  than  those  wt 
actually  had  seats  under  the  present  mot 
of  representation.  As  he  therefore  did  n. 
perceive  anv  practical  good  that  was  to  t 
suit  from  changing  either  the  mode  of  r 
;iivientanon,  or  tl:c  description  of  persoi 

'io  weie  to  he  represent  all  ves,  he  siioul 

pose  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lee  considered   this  a  meaiore,  0 

appropriate  title  of  which  would  be  "  a  bi 

lessen   the  number  of  voters."      It  wi 

calculated,   he  thought,   to  deprive  a  ci* 

men  of  the  right  ot  voting,  who,  althoof 

or,  were  capable  of  exercising  that  rig) 

independently  and  as  free  from  corruj 
tion  as  persons  of  afiluence.     He  coul 

:vir  relish  the  idea   of  disfranchising 
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man  for  his  poverty ;  and  that  would  be  the 
effect  of  this  bill.  In  fact  the  proportion 
of  freeholders  which  it  would  disfranchise 
would  be  enormous.  In  Coventry  alone, 
the  freemen  disfranchised  by  such  a  mea- 
sure, would  amount  to  several  thousands. 
Another  objection  he  had  to  the  measure 
before  the  house  was*  that  it  proceeded 
upon  a  principle  of  pirrtial  legislation,  by 
enacting  one  law  for  England,  and  leaving 
the  law  of  Ireland  upon  the  same  subject 
in  statu  quo*  The  law  ought,  in  his  opinion, 
to  be  in  all  cases  general,  as  far  as  was  con- 
sistent with  the  difference  of  local  circum- 
stances. 

Sir  R.  Buxton  entreated  the  house  not 
lightly  to  reject  a  measure  which  lie  thought 
perfectly  congenial  with  the  spirit  of  the 
British  constitution.  According  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  constitution,  a  man  should 
come  into  that  house  free  and  independent, 
and  the  constituent  who  sent  him  there 
should  be  free  and  independent  also.  Now 
the  former  could  not  be  so  if  he  were  to  pay 
an  enormous  sum  of  money  for  his  election ; 
nor  could  the  latter  be  so  if  he  were  to  re- 
ceive money  for  his  vote  ;  and,  disguise  it 
as  gentlemen  pleased,  the  ex  pence  of  car- 
riage was  a  species  of  payment  to  the  voter. 
There  was  a  time  when,  instead  of  members 
paying  for  their  election,  they  were  paid 
for  their  attendance;  and  he  should  be 
glad  to  see  the  same  practice  again.  The 
hon.  baronet  repeated  his  wish*  Mem- 
bers would  be  likely  to  enter  that  house 
not  with  a  view  to  derive  any  emoluments 
from  the  state,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country.    . 

Mr.  Rose  did  not  agree  with  the  distinc- 
tion taken  by  the  horn  and  learned  gent.  (Mr. 
Morris)  that  if  any  thing  more  was  given  than 
merely  the  J>rice  of  conveyance  to  the  place 
of  election,  it  must  be  considered  bribery. 
If  freemen  were  to  be  conveyed  to  a  dis- 
tant town,  suppose,  for  instance,  Coventry, 
it  was  evident  that  there  must  be  conside- 
rable expences  besides  the  mere  price  of 
the  carriage.  The  candidates  were  now  in 
a  very  disagreeable  situation,  as  they  could 
not  tell,  in  the  manner  the  law  now  stood, 
what  was,  or  what  was  not,  to  be  consi- 
dered in  that  light.  He  thought  it  was 
therefore  right  that  the  law  should  be  made 
explicit  on  this  point.  He  trusted  that  the 
house  would  pause  before  they  rejected  such 
a  proposition,  and  begged  them  to  consider 
that  if  the  expence  of  carriages  were  allowed, 
it  was  nonseuse  to  suppose  that  refreshment 
and  treating  by  the  way  would  not  follow ; 
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also  whether  a  compensation 
time,  which  would  lead  to  c< 
bery,  might  not  be  the  next  pr 
Mr.  Courtenay  remarked  up< 
of  the  principle  and  the  refini 
tion,  which  the  house  had  wit) 
speech  of  the  hon.  baronet,  a 
hon.  gent,   who   had  just   fo 
Really  those  two  gentlemen  * 
so  pure  themselves,   but  the 
think  they  were  addressing  tl 
an  angelic  audience.     No  do 
baronet  came  into  that  house 
rest  and  most  disinterested  v'u 
nothing  in  view  but  the  good  c 
— and  the  right  hon.  gent,  i 
him  was  inspired  with  equal 
equally  discarded  every  consi 
that  of  patriotism.     That  rig 
had  stated,  that  it  was  nonsen: 
that  a  voter  would  go  from 
another  to  give  his  vote  with 
something  more  than  the  law 
No  doubt  the  right  bon.  gent 
his  experience.     He  was,  it  i 
sumed,  tolerably  competent  ti 
such    a   subject;    and   so,  pi 
others  also.     If  in  reality,  evi 
were  disqualified  who  paid  t 
expence  of  poor  voters  to  the  1 
something  more,  the  right  hon 
admit,  that  the  benches  on  bot 
be  rather  thinned.     For  hima 
say,  that  he  did  not  like  this  ■ 
citude  to  exclude  the  poor  f 
tification  usually  enjoyed  at 
tions.  They  seldom  had  such  c 
and  when  they  offered  they  i 
be  shut  out  from  them,  mere] 
tence  of  seeking  for  purity, 
approve  of  the  use  of  a  tilt« 
clear  away  all  the  mud  of  p* 
mirth,  &c.  from  popular  elec 
let  nothing  but  the  pure  watei 
good  order,  &c.  trickle  down 
the  members  of  that  house . 
mover  had  said,  that  he  wot 
duce  a  bill  to  disqualify  freel 
30/.     But  it  would  not  perl 
to  call  to  mind,  that  the  bill  o 
confining  the  right  of  voting  t 
40*.  was  itself  a  bill  of  disqual 
it  was  one  advantage  resull 
depreciation  of  money,  that 
that  disqualification  law  ha; 
measure  been  defeated.     An 
tions  of  the  noise    and  coo 
these  voters  occasioned,  whe 
from  distant  parts,  they  alai 
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CockarW,  and  the  liberty  of  huzzaing, 
were  ihingt  which  every  Knglisnioan  ad- 
mired ;  they  contributed  lo  »m  him  U 
•den  of  the  i.elits  he  enjoyed,  and  on  the 
possession  of  winch  he  prized  himself. 
This  was  well  eKprt-saed  by  one  of  our  ce- 
lebrated pocr-,  h,-  l>elir*ed  Dry  den,  who 
•poke  thus  of  an  election  time—" 

— ■"  Wk.fr  every  rain  enjoy*. 
•'  Hi*  1-hrny  snd  pd.perly  of  iiuine." 
On   the  whale,   the  hill  appeared   In  him, 
highly  objectionable,  as   operating  to  the 
riisl  ranch  isetitt-nt     ol     thousands,   mid    lie 
thou  Id,  therefore,  vote  against  it. 

Captain  Herbert  disapproved  of  the  bill, 
because  it  would  have  the  effect  of  dis- 
franchising by  murb  tbe  greater  promotion 
of  the  elrctor*  of  this  country,  namely,  all 
loose  who  resided  at  a  distance  from  the 
place  of  election.  This  bill,  if  it  passed  in 
Hi  present  state,  would  have  the  effect,  in 
•  great  county,  of  mating  it  the  election, 
oat  of  the  count  v  at  laree,  but  of  the  coun- 
ty town,  and  instead  of  operating  in  favour 
of  gentlemen  of  small  fortune  getting  into 
that  house,  as  the  right  hon.  mover  alleged, 
wold  completely  defeat  that  end,  if  they 
raided  in  any  remote  part  of  the  county, 
by  depriving  them  of  the  power  of  bring- 
'—,  forward  tbeir  friends. 

Secretary  Fox  rose  to  assure  his 
right  Hon.  friend  who  brought  in  the  bill, 
that  bis  voting  for  the  bill's  going  into  a 
committee,  by  no  means  proceeded  from 
objections  to  the  bill  being  done  away 


candidate*,  without  the  risk  of  being  nun 
Mr.  ispmkltt  beggetl  to  pal  the  bo 
ri^lit  as  I"  tilt-  supposed  eiini  ninety 
i'j  imiiii  between  the  judgments  ol  the  t 
eourif .  I  In-  decision  in  tbe  Common  PI 
was  the  only  "lie  which  could  becalcula 
on,  M  that  m  the  King's  lie  neb,  whKfa  \ 
not  a  1'ih-rtui  jodgriMHt,  but  merely  a  V 

at  \isi  Knot,  did  nut  ni  all  proceed 
the  act  oi  King  WiUhuu,  but  mm  Iohih 
he  statute  of  lienrge  II.  imposing  i 
es,  where  the  judge  necessarily  Md 
to  the  jury  to  find,   qua  animn  the   30/.  1 


i  a  des 


f  it  n 


ght  11 


t  be 


if  not 

on  all  sides.  There  was  one  object  of  the 
bill  to  which  he  was  friendly,  that  of 
moving  doubts  which  at  present  existed. 
If  that  could  be  done,  it  would  be  highly 
desirable;  aud,  as  such,  he  would  vote  lo'i 
ingoing  to  <t  committee;  but  he,  by  m 
means,  in  giving  this  vole,  pledged  hi  rase  1 
lo  any  further  support  of  the  bill.  He 
thought  it  necessary  to  say  thus  much,  lest 
lili  vote  should  be  misconstrued. 

Mr.  Bulkr  said,  that  when  such  high 
authorities  as  the  chief  justices  of  the  two 
Mpreme  courts  dillered,  and  the  commit- 
tees of  that  house  also  -,  it  was  necessary 
those  doubts  should  be  removed ;  an" 
wished,  therefore,  the  bill  should  go 
a  committee,  lie  approved  also  of  the 
foil  being  taken  in  large  counties,  in  clif- 
fcscnt  places,  as  it  would  tend  much  to 
loaea  the  eipenc.es,  and  enable  men  of 
fortunes,  to  offer  themselves  as 


The  Attorney  General  (sir  Arthur Pigi 
hoped  to  lie  lorgiven  while  he  in  as  I 
words  as   possible   stated   the   situation 

:h  the  law  of  the  case  at  present  sun 
only  instance  in  which  a  solemn  dt 
on  the  point  had  taken  place  was  tl 
be  lore  alluded  ti>,  in  the  court  ol  Conin 
fleas,  in  which  the  law  was  laid  down 
staled  by  his  right  hon.  friend  who  int 
iluii.'i  ii. f  bill ;  as  to  what  hud  pas* 
Prius,  that  he  did  not  pretend 
know.  As  to  the  state  of  the  pract 
he  committees  of  ihe  house 
commons,  thai,  he  confessed,  had  been 
general  e unlrarv  to  Ihe  decision  ol"  the  cm 
ol  Common  Pleas,  lie  had  bad  consid. 
able  practice  in  matters  of  that  kind,  a 
he  had  seen  several  committees  find  tl 
the  providing  of  carriages  to  electors  w 
resided  at  a  distance,  or  supplying  tin 
with  the  menus  ol  providing  such  ciirriagi 
were  not  violations  of  the  net  of  king  W 
ham.  Other  committees  he  hud  seen  fir 
ilurt  supporiing  such  electors  while  abst 
from  home,  and  enabling  them  again 
return  to  the  place  from  "hence  they  can 
were  also  not  to  be  esteemed  as  fallii 
under  the  HCt,  1'or  'JO  years,  he  was  ct 
tain,  that  had  been  the  general  plan  pi 
sued  by  committees  :  that  was  to  sa 
elections  were  not  declared  void  on  a 
count  of  such  practices.  Hut  the  diflicul 
had  always  been,  what  was  properly  to  i 
ascribed  to  those  motives,  aud  iij  und 
pretence  of  such  allowaee,  any  corruptii 
had  been  exercised.  Where  no  such  e 
cess  was  iound,  the  facts  already  state 
were  not  esteemed  grounds  on  whit 
the  elections  should  be  declared  toil 
his  was  an  extremely  singular  state  of  t! 
iw  between  our  courts  of  justice  and  01 
parliamentary  judicature.  In  the  cour 
of  law,  an  action  for  these  expences  coul 
not  be  entertained  ;  in  our  parliainentai 
judicature  they  were  held  to  be  perfect! 
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legal .  He  had  i  udeed  seen  committees  who 
thought  otherwise,  and  who  had  esteemed 
such  furnishings  to  come  within  the  statute 
of  William.  But  what  must  be  the  case  of 
the  candidate  in  such  an  uncertain  state  of 
matters  r  Or  what  could  a  person  to  whom 
he  applied  for  advice,  say  to  him  ?  He 
might  tell  him;  I  cannot  advise  you,  the 
general  turn  of  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
tees is  so  and  so  ;  that,  by  the  act  of  king 
William,  it  was,  at  least,  extremely  ques- 
tionable how  far  he  was  entitled  to  grant 
any  of  those  furnishings ;  but  still  he  could 
give  him  no  precise  advice  by  which  he 
might  not  be  injured  either  in  a  court  of 
law  or  by  a  parliamentary  judicature.  Mi- 
serable, in  such  a  state  as  this,  must  the 
case  of  the  candidate  be.  For  these  rea- 
sons he  wished  the  bill  might  be  allowed  to 
go  through  a  committee,  where  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  the  house  to  determine 
the  general  rule  or  admeasurement  l)y 
which  conveyances  for  electors  was  to  be 
regulated.  He  could  not  approve  of  the 
bill  as  it  now  stood.  If  it  were  to  be  laid 
down,  that  a  candidate,  by  conveying  an 
elector  on  a  coach- box  from  the  place  of 
his  residence  to  the  scene  of  the  election, 
forfeited  bis  seat,  he  should  esteem  it,  not 
the  disfranchisement  of  the  electors,  but  of 
the  candidates. 

.    Mr.  Tierney  rose  to  reply.    He  observed 
that  it  appeared  to  him  rather  inconsistent 
in  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Fox),  to  con- 
sent .to  the  bill  going  into  a  committee, 
while  he  at  the  same  time  pretty  clearly 
signified  his  disapprobation  of  its  principle. 
One  gentleman  had  found  fault  with  the 
bill  because  he  considered  it  a  sort  of  par- 
liamentary reform.     Another  objected  to 
it,  because  it  was  not  a  parliamentary  re- 
form, and  thought  that  he  (Mr.  Tierney) 
had  deserted  that  principle,  which  he  had 
so  often  professed  that  he  adhered  to.     In 
the  first  place,  he  would  say,  this  measure 
was  not  connected  with  what  was  gene- 
rally called  a  parliamentary  reform.     But 
at  the  same  time,  no  person  ought  to  con- 
sider his  introducing  it,  as  any  dereliction  of 
the  principles  and  opinions  he  had  former- 
ly professed.     A  wise  and  prudent  lover  of 
reform  would  get  what  he  could  towards 
his  object,  when  circumstances  prevented 
him  from  getting  what  he  wished.     He  was 
a  little  astonished  at  what  had  fallen  from 
another  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Courtenay),  who 
had  been  a  long  time,  a  warm  advocate  for 
parliamentary  reform,  and  who  still  con- 
sidered the  noise  and  tumult  attending  po- 


pular elections,  as  a  genuine 

the  spirit  of  British  liberty.     I 

sure  that  hon.  gent.,  that  if 

been  at  the  Borough  election, 

or  four  o'clock  in  the  day,  wl 

was  cast  op,  he  would  nave 

much  of  those  indications  of 

British  liberty,  and  beard  as 

shouting,  and  tumult,  as  hit 

wish.       He    could  not   cone* 

could  be  said  to  be  disfranchis 

to  declare  "  that   no  man  si 

mitted  to  exercise  his  elective 

the  expenee  of  the  Candida 

any  gent,  contend,  that  the  frs 

ded  a  right  of  being  carried,  frc 

to  and  from  the  place  of  elect 

body  could  argue  that  such  a 

in  the  elector,  there  would 

taken  away  by  the  present  bill 

this  practice  was  allowed,  it  w 

for  gentlemen  of  moderate  f< 

ever  might  be  their  talents,  i 

in  which  they  were  held,  tc 

men  of  much  superior  wealth 

not  afford  to  bring  the  freeho 

interest  from  the  distance  oi 

miles  to  the  county  town. 

much  his  object  to  protect  ca 

expenee,  as  to  protect  parlii 

throw  its  doors  open  to  that 

men,,  whose  introduction  he 

a  most  desirable  thing :  he 

that  wealth  should  be  deprn 

per  influence,  but  he  must 

being   the  only  qualificatior 

wished  to  see  men  of  large  fo 

house,  but  he  also  wished  tc 

of  another  description.     Ai 

candidate  was  expected  to  pa 

of  bringing  the  freeholders  ti 

election,  so  long  great  wea 

every  thing  before  it ;  for  no 

rate  fortune,  whatever  might 

or  the  esteem  in  which  he  w 

ever  venture  to  incur  the  ex 

a  candidate  for  a  county. 

no  better  reason  for  a  candi 

pec  ted  to  be  at  the  expenee 

to  a  borough  town    all  th 

could  find  to  vote  for  him. 

left  the  town   where  they 

their  franchise,  it  was  for  tl 

lument  they  left  it ;  and  i 

come  up  to  London,  in  ord< 

money  than  they  would  hav 

town,   the  improvement  of 

stances  could  give  them  nc 

any  body  to  additional  ex 
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exercise  of  their  franchise.  If  gentlemen 
touaid* re d  that  this  bill  would  virtually 
dinirMicliise  any  body,  they  should  always 
woltect,  that  it  was  m  the  power  ol'  the 
candidates  themselves  In  do  by  an  agree- 
rueat,  what  the  present  btl!  proposed  to  do 
by  a  law.  tie  declared,  his  only  object 
in  bfiinjiuji  it  in  was,  lo  put  an  end  to  the 
dreadful  expeneeto  which  candidates  were 
now  exposed:  and,  by  that  maans,  to  eu- 
rtmmn  men  to  stand  as  candidates,  whose 
Uiente  would  be  an  acquisition  to  Lint 
house,  bjt  who  were,  at  present,  unable  to 
Hind  before  the  length  of  purse  which 
might  be  opposed  to.theni. 

Lord  Purdushr  objected  so  much  io 
1 'ir.  principle  of  the  bdi,  that  be  could  not 
vile  for  Us  going  into  a  cumraittce.  It 
Willis  opinion,  that  no  bills  should  go  into 
(commute*  but  such  as  were  approval  of 
ui  their  principle.  His  objections  rwflM 
urimupslly  to  the  disfranchisement  .of  fucIi 
»  cons  id  viable   number  uf  electors. — The 

rM  <fii  w«s  then  called  lor,  and  the  house 
iUcd;    when  the  numbers  appemned,   for 
tlie  Mjccnd  reading  73;  against  it  17;  nw- 
I     jwily  5fi.     The  bill  was  then  rend  the   se- 
|     uiDri  time,  and  commuted  for  Wednesday, 
[Areai us  ot  India.]     Mr. Hitddiett one 
I     m,  .he   rose   to  move  for  certain  papers 

*  relative  to  the  Affairs  of  India ;  wltereup 

The  Spta&tr  felt  it  bis  duty,  as  the  h 
member  had  given  110  notice  oi  Ins  moti 
fci  state  lo    the   hou.    gent,    what  be  o 
ceived,   after  what  bad  recently  passed 
tins  subject,   the  practice  agreed  on  by  the 
house  to  be  :   lirst,   he   understood  it  to  be 
•elded,   that  any    member  was  entitled 
move  lor  any   ui  the  returns,  or  public 
counts    usually     returned     to    parliam 
every   session,   without  giving  any  notice; 
secondly,  that  any  of  his  majesty's  serv 
10  that  house  bad   a  right  lo    move  for  anv 
return  they  chose,  at  the  same,  time,  statins 
it  lo  be  for  the  use  and  information  of  thai 
Louse,  without  any  previous  notice  ;   third 
ly,  any  gentleman  mi.ht  move  for  any  offi- 
cial document,  without  notice,  if  he  at  the 
same    time    stated    that  he  hud  communis 
cated   bis   intention  to  some   one  or  mort 

*  of  the  persons  in  whose  departments  sue! 
document  was  deposited,  and  that  then 
«a>  no  likelihood  oi"  objection  to  such  mo- 
tion.    But  111  all  otbercases,  he  understood 

.It  lo  be  the  practice,  as  now  settled,  tha 
■0  motion  for  any  such  document  couli 
to  eotertained  by  the  house,  without  pre 
rious  nonce,  'ibis,  until  he  should  be  fur- 
ther instructed   by  the  sense  oi  the  house, 


he  helrl  to  be  the  practice  agreed  ou  ;  « 
1  the  house  should  be  pleased  to  gi 
directions  to  the  contrary,  he  should  fi 
himself  by  duty  precluded  irom  putting! 
question  on  Liny  such  motion,  of  which 
previous  no  tire  shall  have  been  given. 
Mr.  HudiileH'/ue  Mid,  he  willingly  sc 
itted  to  the  established  practice  of  I 
house.  The  reason  why  he  had  not  co 
munieated  with  any  of  the  gentlemen  t 
longing  to  the  department  was,  that 
eonmeived  there  could  not  be  the  least  c 
jetitiM  made  io  their  production,  lie  th 
gflM  notice,  that  be  would,  on  Tuesdi 
bring  forward  his  motion,  which  was  ! 
tin  papers  relative  to  the  affairs  of  Out 


house  of  Lonns. 
Satuitliii,,  March  2'2. 
[MtNtiTcs.]  Their  lordships  being  n» 
the  .usher  of  the  black  rod  was  MM  lo  t 
sire  the  it  tendance,  of  the  Commons,  'i 
Speaker,  with  several  members,  immedia 
ly  attended  nt  their, lordships'  bar,  when  t 
royal  assent  was  given,  by  corun 
.several  public  and  private  bills; 
■  ofttmofiamporr).  The  commissi 
toad  ErafciM,  \ax4  Wnlsiii^harn,  and  k 
Auckland. 


Satin-day,  March  22. 
[Minutes.]  The  Speaker  being  cot 
down,  the  house  was  soon  after  summon 
to  the  house  of  peers,  to  hear  his  inujest 
r.omnus;-;^!!  .read,  dirclariiip  his  royal  1 
sent  to  several  acts,  winch  had  passed  bt 
houses.  The  speaker,  on  his  return,  i 
formed  the  house,  thar  he  bad  beard  i 
royal  assent  given  by  commission  to  Ic 
Collingwood%  Annuity  bill,  the  Irish  Ci 
toms  bill,  the  Irish  Sugar  Drawback  b 
the  Marine  and  Army  Mutiny  bills,  t 
Qualification  indemnity  bill,  the  Mill 
(  Hiiucrs'  Allowances  bill,  thel-'orci^nTror 
Enlistment  bill,  tlie  Greenland  Wh 
Fishery  bill,  and  to  the  Scotch  Credit, 
bill. — Lord  ilenniker  presented  a  petiti 
from  the  Maltsters  of  Rutland,  prayinj 
modification  of  the  last  Malt  Duly  act. 


Monday,  March  2+. 
[Impeachment  of  Lord  Melvuli 
Lord  MtivUlt  attended  in  his  place,  a 
delivered  in  his  answer  to  the  10th  aria 
of  Impeachment.  II  is  lordship  entered  1 
protest  against  the  unprecedented  circui 
stances  under  which  that  additional  aria 
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had  been  preferred  ;  and  declared  that  he 
did  not  think  himself  bound,  either  by  the 
law  or  usage  of  parliament,  to  answer  it. 
He  should,  however,  plead  "  not  guilty"  to 
the  charge  generally.— The  answer  was 
then  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  commons. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS, 

Monday,  March  24. 
[Minutes.]  Sir  Samuel  llomilly,  the 
new  Solicitor-General,  took  the  oaths  and 
his  seat. — Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  office  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  of  Ireland,  presented 
at  the  bar,  an  Account  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  Irelaud,  with  the  Charges,  Pay- 
ments, and  Surplus,  for  the  year  1 805.-— Mr. 
Irving,  the  Inspector-General  of  Exports 
and  Imports,  presented  at  the  bar  an  Ac- 
count of  the  Exports  and  Imports  for  18 
years,  ending  Feb.  1806.— Mr.  Cooke  from 
the  exchequer,  presented  at  the  bar,  an 
Account  of  all  interest  paid  on  exche- 
quer bills,  in  the  years  1803,  4,  5,  and  the 
average  thereof. — Sir  P.  Stephens  moved, 
for  an  account  of  the  sums  of  money  that 
have  been  issued  by  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Navy,  under  the  43d  of  the  king,  for  the 
discovery  of  the  Longitude.— On  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Windham,  the  bill  for  regu- 
lating the  Commerce  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  passed  through  a  committee. — The 
Secretary  at  War  presented,  pursuant  to 
order  of  the  house,  an  Abstract  of  the  total 
number  of  men  raised  under  the  Additional 
Force  Act. — Mr.  Brooke  put  off  his  motion 
relative  to  the  Contracts  for  supplying  the 
Navy  with  Spirits  until  Monday,  as  he  had 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  attention  of 
government  was  directed  to  that  subject, 
and  that  measures  might  be  adopted  in 
consequence,  which  would  render  it  un- 
necessary for  him  to  bring  forward  the 
motion.— Mr.  Grey  gave  notice,  that  he 
should  to-morrow  move  that  the  thanks 
of  the  house  be  given  to  admiral  sir 
John  Duckworth,  and  also  to  the  offi- 
cers, seamen,  and  marines  of  his  squa- 
dron, for  their  gallant  and  signal  services, 
by  the  total  destruction  of  a  division  of  the 
enemy's  fleet  in  the  late  brilliant  action  in 
St.  Domingo  Bay. — Lord  Temple,  with  a 
view  to  the  preparation  of  some  clauses 
that  should  remove  any  objections  that 
existed  against  the  bill  for  establishing  a 
free  port  in  the  Island  of  Tortola,  proposed 
that  the  committee  on  that  bill  should  be 
deferred  to  Monday  next.  After  a  few 
observations  from  Mr.  Rose  and  lord  Tem- 
ple, the  committee  on  the  bill  was  put  off 


accordingly.*— The    Irish  Com 
Partition  bill  Was  read  a  thin 
passed.— Mr.  Hawthorn  brou 
report  of  the  10,500,000/.  Exc 
bill;  also  of  1,500,000/.  Bills 
were  severally,  agreed  to.— On 
of  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  Excise  E 
bill,  and  the  Felons  Transpo 
were  read  a  third  time  and  pi 
Wellesley  Pole,  pursuant  to  hit 
to  move  for  the  production  of  cc 
relative  to  the  Affairs  of  India, 
was  to  bring  the  whole  of  the  i 
fore  the  house,  as  the  papers  air 
for  could  afford  but  a  partial 
The  papers  he  should  move  fo 
tained  in  three  distinct  lists : 
related  to  the  Mogul ;  2d,  Th 
to  Bhurtpore ;  and  3d,  Those 
the  war  with  Holkar.    He  ha 
his  motions  to  the  consider! 
board,  on  the  part  of  whom  no  o 
felt  to  the  production  of  the  pi 
to  call  for.     It  was  therefore 
for  him  to  take  up  more  of  the 
house  than  by  moving,  &c.    1 
which  were  for  several  letters 
dates,  on  and  after  the  31st  of 
from  the  late  governor-general 
the  Secret  Committee  of  the  ( 
rectors,  together  with  their  incl 
then  put  and  agreed  to.— Oil 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  I 
of  a  letter  from    lord  Lake 
Coruwallis,  dated  Sept.  9,  IS 
to  the  reduction  of  the  irregult 
order  of  marquis  Wellesley, 
asked,  whether  the  papers  the 
comprised  all  the  documents  oi 
of  the  irregular  troops  ?    Mr.  1 
that  they  comprised  all  he  the 
sary  for  his  purpose.     He  wa 
of  any  others  requisite  to  bri 
tion  fully  before  the  house,  bui 
gentleman  should  be  of  a  differ 
he  could  have  no  objection  to 
motion  that  might  be  made  for 
tion  of  such   further  papers  a 
deemed  necessary. 

[Witnesses'  Declaratory 
Attorney  General  moved  the  % 
the  bill  from  the  lords,  declar 
bility  of  Witnesses  to  answ< 
question  being  put, 

Mr.  Perceval  said,  he  did 
oppose  the  2d  reading  of  the  I 
he  should  be  equally  at  libertj 
objections  to  it  on  the  ques( 
speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  H 
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friend  should  propose  to  have  it  committed.    He  admitted  that  to  be  the  case,  but  a 

Undoubtedly  clauses  might  be  added  in  the    porary  vote  would  not  justify  permanent 

committee,   which  would  render  the  bill 

Wm  objectionable  than,  as  it  then  stood,  it 

ww.    The  bill  in  its  present  form  appear- 

rd  to  him  unnecessary,  and,   in  principle, 

raireincry  objectionable  as,  he  was  con- 
vinced, would  be  the  opinion  of  the  house, 

nben  it  should  seriously  examine  its  pro- 
visions.    In  his  opinion,  it  would  n< 

ib  present  lurin,  either  answer  the  purpose 

lor  which  it  was  intended, or  declare  the  law 

m  laid  down  by  the  high  authorities,  tin 

bail  been  oilled  on  to  decide  thai  point. 
Tlie  Attorney  General  skid,  he  would  ni 

tknentermto  the  merits  oft  he  measure,  bi 

proposed  that  the  bill  should  he  committed 

vii  Thursday  next,  when  he  should  be 

ilv  to  discuss  the  question  with  bis  learned 

liiend.  The  bill  was  then  read  asecond  time. 
[Budget.]    Mr.  Roue begged  leave  to 

tew  tiic  observation  which  he  had  made 

1  nday  last,  relative  to  the  unprecedented 

rue  of    bringing  forward    the   Ways    and 

Jltuns  of  the  year,  before  the  particulars  of 

Uw  araiy  expenditure  had  been  submitted 

In  parliament,   or  consequently  the  whole 

iA  the  supply  for  the  year  voted.      He  had 

Mce  looked  into  precedents,  and  i 

J y  confirmed  in  what  he  had  on  [hatday 

urged  as  the  opinion  that  struck  him  at  the 

moment.      There  was  not  an  install 

die  Revolution,  of  the  ways  and  I 
tbe  year  having  been  brought  forward  be- 
fore the  Army  Estimates  were  voted.  When 
he  hud  stated  his  opinion  on  a  former  night, 
he  admitted  that  a  supply  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent had  been  voted.  He  was  not  then 
aware  that  the  motion  which  stood  for  this 
day  would  have  been  put  off.  But  really 
he  felt  constitutional  objections  to  the  de- 
velopeinent  of  the  ways  and  means  till  the 
whole  of  tbe  military  expenditure  should 
be  voted.  The  supplv  already  voted  was 
il.4riO.oou/.  Oi  the  ways  and  mean';,  on- 
ly the  land  and  malt  had  been  granted. 
the  noble  lord  might  also  consider  the  war 
taxes  as  a  part  oi  tbe  ways  and  means, 
which,  with  the  land  and  malt,  would 
-nount  to  Iu',000,0007.  If  to  this  were 
added  the  amount  of  tbe  loan  to  be  made 
and  provided  for  in  the  general  statement 
at  the  Ways  and  Means  of  tbe  year  on  Fri- 
day, the  Ways  and  Means  would  greatly 
exceed  the  supply,  and  against  this  excess 
were  was  nothing  to  be  set  but  conjectu- 
ral military  estimates.  It  hud  been  said, 
that  tbe  whole  of  tbe  last  year's  military 
OUblishoient  had  beeu  voted  in  February. 


Ways  and  Means  calculated  on  an  indefi- 
nite augmentation  of  that  establishment. 
For  these  reasons,  he  thought  the  subject 
worthy  the  consideration  of  tbe  house.  He 
did  not  urge  the  matter  with  anv  view  to 
throw  an  impediment  in  the  way  of  (lie  mea- 
sures of  government ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
should  he  happy  to  assist  the  noble  lord  to 
tbe  utmost  of  bis  ability. 

Lord  Henri/  Petty  said,  it  was  his  only 
wish  to  put  tbe  house  fully  in  possession 
of  the  objects  of  public  expense,  and  tbe 
Ways  and  Means  by  which  he  proposed  to 
meat  them  ;  and  to  give  the  house  an  op- 
portunity of  fully  considering  them  before 
he  should  call  for  their  final  decision,  tliat 
he  should  propose  only  a  part  of  tbe  Ways 
and  Means  in  the  first  instance. 

Mr.  lluxkissoii  begged  leave  to  remark 
an  iuconvenieuce  that  would  arise  from  not 
bringing  forward  the  whole  of  the  Ways  and 
Means  of  the  year  at  once.  According  lo 
the  late  practice,  the  contractors  for  a 
loan  were  given  to  understand,  that  the 
loan  contracted  for,  was  all  that  would  be 
wanted  for  the  year.  That  could  not  be 
the  case,  if  a  part  of  the  Ways  and  Means 
were  to  be  subsequently  provided. 

Lord  Heiiru  Pittu  observed  that  Ihisob- 

tbemselves  should  think  it  proper  to  form 
their  engagements  on  the  communications 
made  tu  them   by  his  majesty's  ministers. 

[Impeachment  uy  Loan  Mllvillk.] 
A  message  from  the  lords  communicated 
to  the  house  the  answer  of  lord  Melville, 
further  Article  of  Impeachment,  beini; 
the  10th,  exhibited  against  him  by  the  com- 
■  of  the  united  kingdom.  On  the  mo- 
of  Mr.  W  hi  thread,  this  answer  was 
ordered  to  be  read.  The  answer  stated, 
that  the  noble  lord  protested  against  being 
bound  by  the  law  of  parliament  when  cal- 
led upon  to  answer  uTthe  charge,  under 
rcumstauces  for  which  there  was  no  pre- 
cedent ;  but  that,  nevertheless,  conscious 
if  his  innocence,  aud  confident  in  the  jus- 
ice  of  his  cause,  he  makes  this  answer, 
aving  bis  ris*ht  of  taking  exceptions,  and 
also  saving  all  the  rights  and  privileges  that 
belong  ton  peer  of  parliament.     He  de- 

cnilty  of  the  crimes  aud  misdemeanours,  in 
manner  and  form  as  charged  against  him 
iy  the  commons  of  the  united  kingdom, 
ud  this  he  ullirius  himself  re  dy  to  prove, 
atsuch  lime  aud  place,  as  to  that  bun.  boat* 
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seem  meet :  he  therefore  prays  to  be  dis- 
charged and  acquitted  of  those  crimes  and 


misdemeanours  so   falsely    urged   against  as  had  appeared  to  him  from 


him."  This  answer  was.  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Whitbread,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Impeachment,  to- consider  thereof,  and 
to  report  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  house 
what  was  most  proper  to  be  done  in  order 
to  further  proceedings. 

Mr.  Whitbread' then,  withdrew  to  the 
bar,  and  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  answer  of  lord  Melville  in  the 
form-of  a  replication,  averring  that  lord  Mel- 
ville was  guilty  of  the  crimes  and  misdemea- 
nours charged  upon  him  by  that  house,  on 
behalf  of  themselves  and  of  all  the  commons 
of  the  united  kingdom,  which  they  were 
ready  to  prove.  The  replication  was  agreed 
to,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  then  to 
be  carried  by  Mr.  Whitbread  to  the  lords, 
as  the  replication  of  the  commons  :  Mr. 
Whitbread  then  gave  notice,  that  at  a 
proper  time  he  should  move,  that  the 
kouse  do  attend  the  trial  as  a  committee  of 
the  whole  house. 

[Ordnance Treasurers' Bill.]  Lord 
Henry  Petty  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  house  to  resolve  into  a  committee 
on  the  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
office  of  Treasurer  of  the  Ordnance.  The 
order  being  read,  the  noble  lord  explained 
the  objects  of  this  bill :  first,  that  the  house 
aught  have  under  its  view  a  correct  regu- 
lation iu  the  mode  of  expenditure  for  such 
sums  of  the  public  money  as  it  should  think 
proper  to  vote  for  this  branch  of  the  public 
service ;  and,  secondly,  for  securing  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  public  officer  charged 
with  the  disbursement  of  such  expenditure ; 
and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  mis- 
application of  money  entrusted  to  his 
charge.  If  the  bill,  in  its  present  form, 
should  be  liable  to  any  objections,  he  was 
ready  to  attend  to  the  suggestions  of  gen- 
tlemen, and  to  avail  himself  of  their  assist- 
ance, so  far  as  he  thought  really  conducive 
to  the  objects  of  the.  Jill ;  and  he  should 
have  no  objection,  if  necessary,  to  re-com- 
mit the  bill  for  a  future  da  v.— The  house 
having  resolved  into  a  committee, 

Mr.  Wellesley  Pole  said,  he  had  a  number 
of  suggestions  to  propose  for  the  adoption 
of  the  committee  in  amendment  of  this 
bill,  which  was  utterly  inadequate  to  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  avowed.  Most 
of  those  suggestions  had  the  approbation 
of  the  noble  lord  himself,  upon  whom  he 
had  felt  it  his  duty  to  wait,  and  to  men- 
tion bis  objections  to  the  bill ;  for  it  was 


his  wish,  really  and  sincerely, 
nicate  such  suggestions  to  th< 


■absolutely  necessary  to  give  < 

; objects  of  a  bill,  the  principle 

I  very  m  uch  approved.    The  hoi 

entered  into  a  detail  of  the  off 

■in  the  department  of  Treasure! 

;  nance,  through  which  monies  I 

'-been  issued,  and  under  which 

not  only  was  enabled,  but  usu 

believed  uniformly,  did  make 

|  balances  of  the  public  money  i 

jbis  disposal,  owing  to  his  beinj 

| draw  for  a  full  quarter's  am 

;chief  expenditure,  a  quarter  o 

,fore  it  was  ultimately  payable 

\  man  ts.     II  aving  suggested  an  •* 

jby  which  this  application  mij 

be  completely  prevented,  he 

impossibility  of  disbursing,  by  < 

bank,  very  large  sums   of  m 

'were  payable  weekly  and  ind 

]  working  gun-smiths,  armourer 

!  labourers  in  the  tower,  for  wr 

'it  would  be  absolutely  necessa 

i  balance  must   remain  in   tin 

;  bands*    But  one  very  princif 

he  remarked  in  the  bill  was,  th 

a  large  sum  was  voted  for  ordnc 

in  Ireland,    the  word    Irelai 

much  as  once  appeared  in  tl 

remove  these  several  defects, 

amendments    which    he    pro 

strongly  recommended  that  i 

with  respect  to  Ireland  might  t 

he  understood  was  intended, 

nance  establishment  of  that  coi 

he  could  assure  the  committ 

noble  lord,  was  established  on 

reet  and  effectual  system  of  e» 

the  advantage  of  the  public 

said,  that  a  plan  of  regulatioi 

the  present  bill,  was  in  the  cc 

of  the  noble  lord  late  at  the 

ordnance. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  acknowle 
tention  paid  by  the  hon.  gent, 
ject  to  which  he  was  so  eminc 
tent,  and  approved  the  ami 
suggested.  But  with  respect 
the  only  reason  why  nothing  v 
ed  in  the  bill  with  regard  to  it 
arrangement  was  in  conteropla 
lated  to  give  the  noble  duke  ' 
for  that  country,  now  preside* 
vernraent,  a  more  effectual  cm 
the  expenditure  of  the  ordnana 
there* 
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Mr.  WiiiJiison  said,  that  for  a  consider- 
able time  before  the  disease  of  his  late 
tight  hon.  friend,  a.  project  was  not  only  ir 
<mn  temptation  for  the  establishment  of  e(- 
fee tualrliecksi  such  as  those  now  proposed 
«  expenditure  of  public  money  in  the 
ordnance  department,  and  in  every  other 

Eblic  office,  as  professedly  intended  bv 
■noble  lord,  but  that  the  plan  bad  really 
been  long  acted  upon,  and  only  awaited 
up  per  I  in  iity  of  p 'irl  lament  a  ry  regulatit 
miUer  a  bill  in  the  contemplation  of  i 
right  lion,  friend.— The  clauses  were  th 
read  md agreed  to,  and  added  to  the  bill. 

Tuesltw,  March  25. 
IMlicnrts.]  The  Committee  of  Privi- 
kte«a  »ni  some  time  on  the  claim  of  the 
duke  of  Clarence  to  vote  na  a  peer  of  I: 
l*od  In  the  election  of  representative  peers 
fcr  that  country,  but  strangers  were  exclu- 
ded.— Mr.  Hawthorne  brought  up  from  the 
common*  the  I,500,000f.  and  10,500,000/. 
Exchequer  Bills  bills,  the  Spirits  Excise 
BMfti  bill,  the  Irish  Common  Lands  Par- 
tirrtm  bill,  and  the  Felons'  Transportation 
Wl,  which  were  read  a  first  time. — Lord 
toduor  moved,  that  the  proper  officer  do 
V  before  the  house,  Copies  of  the  Enrol, 
merit  of  any  Patent  of  Peerage  in  Ireland 
granted  rinWB  the  Union  with  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland  ;  which  was  ordered. 

[iHttACnXENT    OF    Lo«D    Ml!  LVILLE.] 

Mr.  Whi thread,  and  several  other  membei 
of  ibe  commons,  presented  at  t lie  bar,  ill  the 
bame  of  the  commons  of  the  United  King- 
dom, a  Replica! ion  to  the  Answer  of  Henry 
krd  Melville,  declaring  that  the  said  lord 
Melville  is  guilty  of  the  high  crimes  and 
ttri»de"tneai!Ours  charged  against  him  in  the 
Articles  of  Impeach  men  t,  and  that  the 
voibtndns  are  readv  to  prove  the  same. 
The  Replication  having  been  read  at  the 
Wrfp,  earl  Fitzwilliam  moved,  that  a  day 
be  appointed,  for  the  trial  of  Henry  lord 
Melville:  that  the  trial  of  the  said  lord 
Wd.ille  take  place  at  the  bar  of  the  houre, 
on  the  ej.)tli  of  April  next,  at  11  in  the 
forenoon  ;  and  that  a  message  be  sent  to 
the  commons  to  acquaint  tlrem  therewith, 
and  feqnire  them  to  appoint  a  commitler- 
to  a»rrage  the  impeachment;  all  which 
T*rfioin  were  agreed  to,  after  a  few  words 
from  the  earl  of  Radnor  respecting  a  point 

(VotbopTdavksto  An  viral  Btjck- 
»«Ttl.j  Lord*  Grttcvilk  said  be  had  re. 
qt«ated  s  noMe-arw]  learned  friend  to  move 


yesterday,  that  their  lordships  should  b« 
summoned  for  this  day,  in  "order  that  he 
miiT.ht  submit  to  them  a  motion  for  a  Vote 
of  Thanhs,  on  account  of  our  late  success, 
in  the  West  Indies,  respecting  which  be 
did  not  conceive  there  cotikl  be  any  dif- 
ference of  opinion.  It  was  scarcely  ne- 
cessary, indeed,  to  make  any  comment  upon 
the  subject,  or  any  preface  to  l-.is  motion. 
A  series  of  the  most  spfendid  achievements 
had  raised  'he  character  of  our  navy  to 
the  highest  point  of  pre-eminence,  whilst 
they  proved  the  unrivalled  skill  and  valow 
of  our  officers,  and  the  irresistible  bravery 
of  our  seamen.  The  victory  recently  ob- 
tained by  sir  J.  T.  Duckworth  in  the  West 
Indies,  evinced  that  th"  gallantry  and  skill 
of  our  officers,  and  the  bravery  of  our  sea- 
men, wereYiinlirninished,  A  circumstance 
had  attended  this  success  which  very  sel- 
dom happened  in  any  of  our  viefmou* 
contests  with  the  enemy,  that  we  had  a 
trifling  superiority  of  forte,  but  this  could 
not  in  the  least  take  away  from  the  bril- 
liancy of  the  victory,  or  the  ineiii  offtosfl 
fay  whom  it  was  achieved.  Every  thing 
had  been  done  that  could  be  effected; 
every  thing  had  been  done  that  was  ad« 
mitted  of  by  the  possibility  of  the  rate. 
The  enemy's  force  consisted  of  5  ships 
of  the  line,  and  5  ships  of  the  line  were 
taken  and  destroyed.  He  was  one  of 
those  who  thought  that  the  thanks  of 
the  house  ought  not  to  be  given  except 
in  those  cases  where  such  a  vote  was  called 
for  by  great  and  exalted  merit ;  that  so  high 
an  honour  ought  only  to  be  granted  where 
it  was  eminently  deserved,  thus  rendering 
the  reward  the  greater,  by  the  rarity  by 
which  it  was  conferred.  lie  thought  how- 
ever, that  this  was  one  of  those  cases  which, 
called  upon  their  lordships  to  confer  that  high 
honour,  and  that  so  brilliant  a  victory  enti- 
tled those  who  had  achieved  it,  to  the  thank* 
of  the  house  for  the  skill  and  bravery  they 
had  evinced  in  thus  diminishing  the  means 
of  the  enemy,  and  adding  to  the  security  of 
the  country.  Hecouceived  it  unnecessary 
to  Comment  any  further  upon  the  subject ; 
to  enter  into  any  lengthened  detail  would, 
he  thought,  derogate  from  ,the  splendour 
of  the  achievement.  His  lordship  conclu- 
ded by  moving  fur  the  thanks  of  the  house, 
in  the  usual  form,  to  vice-admiral  sir  J.  T. 
Duckworth,  K.  B.;  the  hon.  rear-admiral 
Cochrane;    rear-admiral   Louis;    and  the 

dns  and  officers  of  the  fleet;  and  an 
acknowledgement  of  the  service*  of  the 

ien  and  royal  nwrijios. 
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The  Duke  of  Norfolk  said,  be  could  not 
help  taking  this  opportunity  of  again  cal- 
ling their  lordships*  attention  to  the  case  of 
sir  Robert  Calaer.  He  thought  u  hard  that 
the  services  of  that  gallant  admiral  in  the 
action  of  the  first  day,  when,  with  an  infe- 
rior force,  he  achieved   a  victory,  should 
not  be  acknowledged  by  some  public  mark 
of  approbation.     The  thirteen  gallant  ohi- 
cers  who  composed  the  court  martial,  he 
had  no  doubt,  decided  most  properly  ;  still, 
however,  the  merit  of  the  gallant  admiral 
on  tne  first  day  remained   undiminished. 
He  spoke  on  this  subject  entirely  as  a  lands- 
man, but  it  was  the  opinion  of  others  as 
well  as  himself,  that  sir  Robert  Calder  was 
hardly  dealt  with  in  not  having  the  merit  of 
his  first  day's  rencontre  with  the  enemy  pub- 
licly acknowledged.    He  had  not  the  ho- 
nour of  being  personally  acquainted  with 
the  gallant  admiral,  but  merely  spoke  from 
the  impulse  of  his  feelings  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  he  had  hoped  that  the  business 
would  have  been  taken  up  by  some  other 
noble  lord. 

The  Earl  of  Romney  was  proceeding  to 
speak  on  the  same  subject,  when  he  was 
interrupted  by 

Lord  Grenville,  who  spoke  to  order.  He 
put  it  to  his  noble  friend  and  relation,  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  more  advisable  to 
avoid  any  discussion  upon  a  subject  which 
had  no  connection  with  the  motion  before 
the  house.  If  what  had  been  alluded  to 
by  the  noble  ckike  should  ever  become  the 
subject  of  a  motion  in  that  house,  which 
he  hoped  would  not  be  the  case,  he  should 
then  deliver  bis  sentiments  regularly  upon 
it,  but  at  present  he  conceived  it  to  be  ir- 
regularly introduced. 

The  Earl  of  Romney  assured  his  noble 
friend  and  relation,  that  in  addressing 
the  house  upon  the  subject,  he  had  been 
solely  actuated  by  feelings  of  friendship 
for  the  gallant  admiral  alluded  to,  which  he 
trusted  would  plead  his  excuse  with  the 
house. — The  motions  of  lerd  Grenville 
were  agreed  to,  ticm.  diss,  and  the  lord  chan- 
cellor directed  to  communicate  them  to 
vice-admiral  sir  J.  T.  Duckworth* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Tuesday,  March  25. 
[Minutes.]  The  bilts  to  authorize  the 
issue  of  10§  and  1$  million  of.  exchequer 
bills,  were  read  a  3d  time  and  passed.— -The 
order  for  the  committal  of  the  bank  charter 
bill  was  discharged  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Vansittart,  who  stated  that  before  the  house 


went  into  the  committee,  he  wi" 

laid  on  the  table  an  account  of 

stances  connected  with  the  los 

lions  due  by  government  to  th 

lent  under  the  act  of  the  39th 

his  majesty,  together  with  the 

cruing  on  the  said  loan.     Th 

ordered  and  product 4  accorc 

Vansittart  presented,  pursuan 

return  of  the  amount  of  the 

unfunded  debt ',  of  the  perman 

and  of  the  interest  due  on  ex* 

to  be  paid  off. — The  house  in 

went  through  the  custom*  e 

bill.     A  new  writ  was  orderec 

rough  of  Rye,  in  the  room  of  T 

Lamb,  esq.  who  has  accepted 

stewardof  the  Chiltern  fcundre 

cretary  at  War  presented  a  retui 

alties,  &c.  in  the  army-since  t 

The  total  number  of  men  raised 

tain  and  Ireland, for  unlimited 

the  1st  of  Jan.  1 801  tothe28t 

and  also,  return  of  the  casu 

British  army  since  the  year 

.sive,  distinguishing  each  year 

su allies  in  the  army  at  home  i 

the  army  abroad,  to  the  late 

the  year  1805,  for  which  retui 

received  from  the  several  sta 

— Mr.  W  hi  thread  reported  thi 

sented  in  the  house  of  lords  t 

of  the  commons  to  the  answe 

»  • 

by  lord  Mefville  to  the  last  i 

peackment. — Ordered  on  th 

Mr.  Whitbread,  that  an  addr 

presented  to  his  majesty,  pre 

py  of  the  second  report  of  th< 

ers  for  revising  the  civil  affair 

— A  message  from  the  lord! 

their  lordships  had  appointed 

29th  of  April,  for  the  trial  ol 

Melville,  at  the  bar  of  their  o< 

that  arrangements  would  be 

said  bar  for  the  convenience 

gers  of  the  impeachment,  &c.< 

tionof  Mr.  Whitbread,  it  wai 

manage r^  should  be  appoin 

those  managers  should  const! 

mittee  appointed  to  prepare 

impeachment.    Alto  that  Jo* 

John  Winter,  esqrs.  should  b< 

licitors  for  the  conduct  of  the 

ment. — Mr-  Whitbread  pot 

morrow  his  notice  of  a  mot 

tendance  of  a  coaunhteeof  tfa 

upon  the  trial  of  lord  Melvil 

convenience  an  hon.  gent*  ( 

iDundas)  who  was  particuli 
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is  this  question,  and  who  could  not  attend 
on  Ifa*M  day. 

[Ctmnirnis  or  Supply.]  Mr.  Haw- 
tkorne  reported  from  the  committee  thefol- 
Wing  resolutions:— 1.  "  That  6'93,0/ti/. 
I  Ji.prf.  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  for  paying 
of  and  discharging  certain  annuities,  after 
tie  rate  of  5  percent,  per  annum,  being 
put  of  tue  annuities  gr.mled  by  two  acts-of 
6V  3?lb  and  4  id  years  of  Ins  present  majes- 
ty; and  that  the  *ai>i  sum  be  issued  and  paiti 
without  any  fee  or  other  deduction  whatso- 
ever.—2.  That  2,381/.  17*.  6'rf.  be  granted 
Is  discharge  the  annuity  granted  to  his  late 
royal  highness  thr  duke  of  Gloucester, 
fan  the  lime  it  was  last  paid  to  the  day  of 
H.  Ft.  H.*a  death.  3.  That  51,2o0/.  14j. 
be  [ranted,  for  defraying  the  e.ipence  of 
IMkui^un  Inland  Navigation  from  the  easi- 
er* to  the  western  sea,  bv  Inverness  and 
f  n  William,  for  the  year  1800". — t.  That 
I0.?5f«/.  14*.  be  granted,  to  be  applied  in 
father  execution  of  an  act",  of  the  43d  year 
rf  his  present  majesty,  towards  repairing 
ml  Maintaining  roads  an  i  bridges  in 
He  highbmds  of  Scotland,  for  the  year 
"B6. — 5.  That  1,93*/.  4».  5rf.  be  granted, 

defraying  bills  of  the  usher  of  thecourtof 
|uer  for  supplying  the  court  and  olli- 
in  stationery,  &c.  for  the  year  I  SOti. 
— fi.  Thai  4,99V.  \s.  S'l.  be  granted,  for 
defrawni;  the  charge  of  the  works  and  re- 
pairs ol  the  military  roads  in  North  Britain, 
ibr  [i.e  year  IS!*.— 7-  Thai  48,329/,  be 
granird,  lor  defraying  the  e* peaces  attend- 
ing the  confining,  maintaining  and  employ- 
ing Convicts  at  home,  for  the  year  iSOn'. 
— 8.  That  IO.U0O/.  be  granted,  for  defraying 
the  e.tpeucc  that  may  be  incurred  fur  re- 
printing, in  the  proportion  of  8  volumes  a 
jear,  of  ihr*  Journals,  Indexes,  and  Re- 
ports, of  the  House  of  Commons,  agreea- 
bly io  the  resolutions  of  the  committee  of 
the  house  ol"  commons  in  the  sessions 
W02-3.  for  the  year  1806*.  —  g.  Thai 
4000/.  be  granted,  for  defraying  the  e*- 
pefice  which  may  be  incurred  for  printing 
1750  copies  of  the  58th  volume  of  Journals 
•(the  house  of  common*,  for  the  year 
IW6. — 10.  That  2Q0,.'>U0  tie  granted,  to  de- 
feat the  charge  ot  printing  and  stationery 
tortile  two  bouses  of  parliament  for  the 
year  I  SOti. — II.  That  -..'0,000/,  be  granted 
W  rtefi-LYiK'j  the  pupence  of  printing  and 
delnenug  the  votes  ol  the  house  of  eom- 
noos,  and  for  printing  bills,  reports,  and 
ether  papers,  by  order  of  the  house,  during 
w*  present  sessionof  parliament. —  19.Thal 
1*3,949/.  17<-  ^•■'  grantad,  for  the  relief  of 


the  suffering  clergy  and  laity  of  France, 
Toulonese,  Dutch,  and  Corskan  emigrants, 
and  American  loyalists,  for  the  year  1S06*P 
—  13.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  12,000/. 
be  granted,  Ibr  defraying  the  expence  of 
the  oublic  office.  Row-street,  for  the  year 
180/i — 14.  That  5,910/.  be  granted,"  for 
paying  the  salaries  and  allowances  to  offi- 
cers of  the  houses  of  lords  and  commons, 
and  sergeants  at  anns  for  the  year  1806", — ■ 
15. That  1,70/ ,58<)/.  1 0s.  3jrf.be  granted  to 
make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 
the  service  of  the  year  1305.— 1 6.  That 
3, +00/.  be  granted  towards  enabling  the  trus- 
tees of  the  British  Museum  to  carry  ou  the 
execution  of  the  trusts  reposed  in  them  by 
parliament. — 17. That  1 ,000,000/. be  grant- 
ed to  his  majesty,  lor  discharging  the  in- 
terest of  such  Exchequer  bills  as  may  be 
paid  offin  the  course  of  the  year  180(1." 

[Votk  of  Thanhs  to  Admiral  Duck* 
worth,  &c]  Mr.  Grey  (First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty)  rose  and  said,  thatsincehehad 
the  honour  of  a  seat  in  that  house,  he  had 
never  risen  to  perform  so  agreeable  a  duty 
as  that  which  was  now  imposed  upon  hitn. 
To  say  that  he  anticipated  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  house,  and  their  approba- 
tion of  the  motion  he  had  to  make,  would 
be  to  express  but  coldly  his  feelings  of  the 


:*  tll-r> 


ined  c 


tha 
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had  been  lately  performed.  In  speaking  of 
the  success  of  the  brave  sir  J.  T.  Duckworth, 
and  of  those  officer.?  who  had  seconded  him 
wilh  so  much  gallantry,  he  could  not  speak, 
as  heretofore,  oi  a  victory  iianied  over  a  su- 
perior force  of  the  enemy ;  but  this  circum- 
stance did  not  in  any  degree  lessen  the  me- 
rit of  the  brave  admiral  who  commanded. 
The  promptitude  with  which  he  left  his  si- 
tuation atCales,  when  he  heard  of  the  ene- 
my's licet  being  at  sea  ;  the  skill  that  he 
displayed  in  taking  a  position  to  intercept 
them  at  the  time  they  owed  their  escape 
merely  to  the  superiority  of  their  sailing; 
the  arrangements  that  lie  marie  to  pursue 
them  ;  and  the  immediate  resolution  be 
formed  upon  his  arrival  at  the  West  ludies 
to  attack  them,  although  they  were  report- 
ed to  be  much  superior  in  number,  were, 
deserving  of  the  highest  praise.  As  he  ap- 
proached them,  he  learned  that  their  squa- 
rirun  had  been  divided,  which  division  will, 
in  all  probability,  afford  another  occasion, 
for  a  new  triumph.  The  fleet  with  which 
he  had  to  contend,  were  anchored  near  tha 
tuwn  of  St.  Domingo;  they  at  first  endea- 
voured to  escape,  but  when  they  found  thai 
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that  was*  impossible,  they  made  such  a  re-  I  speaker  was  ordered  to  signify  i 
sistance  as  added  to  the  glory  of  the  brave]  vice-admiral  sir  J.  T.  Duckwor 


admiral,  aud  of  the  gallant  otficeis  who  se- 
conded him.  The  whole  of  the-  enemy's 
fleet  were,  after  a  short  engagement,  cap- 
tured or  destroyed.  In  whatever  light 
this  victory  was  considered,  whether  as  ad- 
ding to  the  naval  glory  of  the  country,  or  as 
affording  an  additional  protection  to  its 
commercial  interest ;  whether  as  giving  in- 
creased means  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
or  for  the  future  security  of  a  peace  ; 


war 


tht  g  ateful  acknowledgements  of  that  ho  use 
and  of  the  country  were  due,  in  the  first 
place,  to  Providence,  that  had  so  often  afford- 
ed its  signal  protection  to  the  British  em- 
pire ;  and,  next  to  Providence,  their  thanks 
were  due  to  those  brave  men,   whose  gal- 
lant exertions  had  achieved  those  victories 
which  were  the  subjects  of  national  triumph, 
and  thte  causes  of  the  security  which  was 
generally  felt.     Upon  the  present  occasion, 
he  thought  he  might  venture  to  say,  that 
those  marks  of  royal  approbation,  which 
were  generally  given  upon  similar  events, 
and  which  might  now  be  expected*  would 
not  be  withheld.     He  thought  it  would  be 
unnecessary  to  detain  the  house,  by  ma- 
king any  further  observations,  and  there- 
fore concluded  simply  by  moving  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : — 1.  "  That  the  thanks  of 
this  house  be  given  to  vice-admiral  sir  John 
1  nomas  Duckworth,   knight  of  the  most 
hon.  order  of  the  bath,  for  the  distinguish- 
ed valour,  ability,  and  conduct  shewn  by 
him  in  the  action  with  a  French  squadron 
on  the  6th  of  Feb.  last,  when  all  the  line- 
of-battle  ships  of  the  said  squadron  were 
taken  or  destroyed. — 2.  That  the  thanks  of 
this  house  be  given  to  rear-admirals  Coch- 
rane and  Louis,  and.  to  the  captains  and  of- 
ficers of  the  squadron  under  the  command 
of  vice-admiral  sir  J.  T.  Duckworth,  who  by 
their  bravery  and  good  conduct  contributed 
to  the  success  of  that  day  ;  and  that  vice- 
admiral  sir  John  Thomas  Duckwprth  do 
signify  the  same  to  the  rear-admirals  and 
the  several  captains  and  officers. — 3.  That 
this  house  doth  highly  approve  of,  and  ac- 
knowledge the  services  of  the  seamen  and 
royal  marines  on  board  the  ships  under  the 
command  of  vice-admiral  sir  John  Thomas 
Duckworth,  in  the  victory  obtained  over 
the  squadron  of  the  enemy  on.  the  6th  of 
Feb.  last ;  and  that  the  officers  comman- 
ding the  several  ships  do  signify  the  same 
to  their  respective  crews,    and  dp  thank 
them  for  their  good  behaviour."      These 
refia-.utions  were  carried,  nem,  con.  and  the 
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[Waterford  Writ.]  Mr. 
Fox.  said,  he  wished  that  the  d 
of  the  crown  should  be  called  ii 
amined  as  to  the  non-arrival  of 
for  Waterford.  A  considerabl 
now  elapsed  since  the  election 
place,  and  yet  he  understood  t 
turn  was  not  y«?t  received  by 
the  crown.  The  return  ought  1 
forwarded  the  day  after  the  e 
the  present  instance  the  dejay  ' 
dinarv,  and  there  were  surmise 
not  purely  accidental.  He  j 
that  if  the  return  did  not  arrive 
day,  he  should,  on  Thursday 
the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  \ 
ordered  to  attend  at  the  bar. 
clerk  of  the  crown  wag  then  c 
examined.  He  said  that  the. 
not  been  received  by  him.  K 
gave  notice  of  a  motion  on  Tl 
[Dublin  pavin-g  Bill.]  IV 
moved  the  further  consider* 
Dublin  Paving  bill. 

General  Loftus  complained 
ship  which  ths  Paving  boan 
suffered  in  consequence  of  tb 
by  lord  Hardwicke,  and  the  s 
that  suspension  attached  to  th 
Mr.  C.  Wynne  begged  gent 
derstand  that  this  bill  did  n 
feet  the  question  between  loi 
and  the  Paving  board,  as  the 
bill  was  to  grant  a  certain  su 
for  the  paving,  cleansing,  an 
the  streets  of  Dublin. 

Lord  De  Biaquiere  .spoke 
the  Paving  board,  of  which  he 
ber,  aud  requested  the  hous^ 
passed  this  bill,  to  take  tiun 
to  ponder. 

Mr.  J,  La t ouch c  vindicated 
of  lord  Hardwicke,  who  susp< 
ving  board  in  consequence  of 
a  commission  of  enquiry ; 
contained  many  and  strong  cl 
versa  tipn  against  that  board, 
port  would  be  soon  laid  befo 
and  gentlemen  would  then  \ 
judge  of  lord  Hardwicke'si 
of  the  character  of  those  wh 
of  him. — The.  bill  was  ordere* 
second  time  this  dav  three  w< 
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1.500,000;.  Exchequer  Bills  bills,  the  Spi- 
rit ExtUe  Duties  bill,  ami  the  I-'elons' 
Transpi. nation  bill,  were  read  a  2d  time 
and  committed. — Mr.  Johnson,  from  the 
Office  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
presented  several  Accounts  and  Papers  pur- 
*uant  to  the  Act  of  the  44tb  Geo.  III. 
vhjcb  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Writtic&day,  March  26\ 
[Minutes.]  Mr.  Holl'ord  brought  in  a 
bill  lor  forming  the  Philanthropic  Society 
iitoa  Corporation,  which  was  read  a  first 
lime,  aud  ordered  to  be  read  a  2d  til 
Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  office  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  presented  an  account 
of  all  Offices  granted  in  reversion  in  Ire- 
land, with  the  periods  for  which  granted, 
tod  the  dates  of  the  grants. — Mr.  Hix, 
from  the  Excise  Office,  presented  an  ac- 
count of  the  Malt  charged  with  duties  for 
the  two  years  ending  5  th  Jan,  I80ti. — Mr. 
JJurdon  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  better  re- 
gulation of  the  ad  measure  merit  of  Coals 
seaborne,  which  was  read  a  first  time. — 
Mr.  Vausitiart  obtained  leave  to  bring  iu 
a  bill  to  empower  the  Commissioners  .if 
lit  Treasury  in  Ireland  to  issue  Treasury 
the  credit  oi  the  Supplies  for  the 


r.— Ge 


arijournm-   for  the  Easter  Holidays, 
submit  to  the  house  a  motion  pu  the  Sti 
of  the   Military  Defence  of  the  Count  _ 
particularly  on  the  Defence  Act,  provided 
this  subject  was    not    in  the  mean  time 
taken  up  in  another  i|uarter. —  Mr.  Tierney 
mentioned  that  he  wished    to   propose 
alteration  in  the  Treating  hill,  and  woi 
move  that   it  should   be  committed    nr. 
printed    as   amended,   and   afterwards 
committed.    The  bill  was  accordingly  ci- 
milled,  passed  the  coi 
ordered  to  be  printed 
to  be.  re-committed  01 
of  April. 

[Committee  of  St 
notion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  estimates  of 
the  charges  of  the   establishment   iu  New 
South  Wales,  the  Plantations,  &c.  and  the 
account  of  exchequer  bills  issued  under 
act  of  the  39-40  of  George  III.  were  i 
dered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
$upply.      The  house  resolved   itself 
committee.      Previous    to   the  first  resolu- 
tion being  put,  that  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$  millions  be  granted  to  Lis  majesty,  for 
jwyufgoJl'cschfijuer  bills, 


anttee,  reported, 
as  amended,  and 
.  Monday  the  21st 

-PPLY.] 


Mr,  Transittart  cade  several  observi 
tiuus  011  the  subject.  He  said  that  tli 
Bank  of  England,  wish  that  liberality  whic 
distinguished  all  then'  proceedings,  ha 
expressed  their  willingness  to  extend  tb 
accommodation,  on  condition  of  receivin 
only  3  per  cent,  instead  of  5,  to  whic 
iliey  were  entitled.  It  was  never  thelei 
necessary,  as  a  point  of  form,  to  vote  tl 
present,  resolution. 

Mr.  Ticntcj/,  so  far  from  thinking  tl 
conduct  of  the  bank  liberal,  thought  tbi 
nothing  could  be  more  illiberal.  The  bar 
leut  this  3  millions  to  government  for 
without  interest,  as  the  price  of  the 
,  which  had  been  granted  to  the; 
ns  which  in  his  opinion  ought  in 
to  have  been  allowed.  They  now  can 
aud  offered  it  at  3  per  cent,  and  then  taL 
f  their  great  liberality,  when  it  wi 
well  known  that,  owing  to  the  restricts 
the  issuing  of  specie,  and  the  substiti 
tion  of  bank-notes,  they  had  not  only  n> 
lost  sixpence  by  this  loan,  hot  had  bet 
.abled  to  make  very  extraordinary  pr< 
fits,  of  which,  indeed,  they  hud  boaste 
and  which  certainly  should  have  bad  tl 
VBeet  of  rendering  them  a  little  more  g 
nerous  to  those  through  ivbo.y?  iin=.atis  thi 
had  obtained  them.  This  accommodatii 
it  cost  the  hank  one  farthing  beyoi 

He  did  not  object  to  the  resolutio 
e  rose  merely  to  state  that  the  bai 
had  driven  a  hard  bargain,  and  made  i 
ungrateful  return  to  the  country  for  tl 
privileges  that  had  been  granted  to  them. 
Mr.  Vansittart  thought  that  the  sacrifi 
of  60,000/.  a  year  was  a  proof  of  very.gr* 
liberality. — He  did  not  pretend  tt>  de 
that  the  bank  had  derived  considerat 
ndviin:  iges,  from  their  charter;  advantogi 
indeed,  much  more  considerable  than  we 
contemplated  in  the  first  instance;  b 
certainly,  comparing  what  the  charter  p; 
scribed  with  what  the  bank  had  vojuntar 
offered,  the  offer  must  be  deemed  a  bjbej 
one. — The  following  resolutions  w«r«  tb 
put  and  agreed  to,  viz.  1.  "That  3  m 
lions  be  granted  to  bis  majesty,"  for  pqyij 
off  and  discharging  the  exchequer  bi 
made  out  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  SS 
and  40th  of  his  present  majesty,  inUtuh 
'  An  act  for  establishing  an  agreement  wi 
the  governor  and  company  of  the  bank 
England,  for  advancing  the  sum  of  3  m 
lions  towards  the  supply  for  the  servi 
of  Oie  year  1800,'  outstanding  and  unpi 
vided.  for..— 2.  That  3*^000/.  be giwtad. 
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discharge  bills  drawn,  and  to  be  drawn, 
from  New  South  Wales,  which  may  be- 
come due  in  the  course  of  the  year  1806\ 
~-£.  That  8,250/.  be  granted  for  defraying 
"the  charge  of  the  civil  establishment  of  the 
province  of  Upper  Canada,  in  America. — 
4.  That  T9\€5L  be  granted  for  defraying 
the  charge  of  the  Civil  Establishment  of 
the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia.— 5.  That 
4,6>50/.  be  granted  for  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  Civil  Establishment  of  the  Province 
of  New  Brunswick,  in  America. — 6.  That 
3,100/.  be  granted  for  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  Civil  Establishment  of  the  Island  of 
Saint  John,  in  America,  now  called  Prince 
Edwardlsland. — 7  .That  2,040/.  be  granted 
for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  Civil  Esta- 
blishment of  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton,  in 
America. — S.  That  2,565^.  be  granted  for 
defraying  the  charge  of  the  Civil  Establish- 
ment of  the  Island  of  Newfoundland,  in 
America. — p.  That  4,400/.  be  granted  for 
defraying  the  charge  of  the  Civil  Establish- 
ment of  the  Bahama  Islands,  in  America, 
in  addition  to  the  salaries  now  paid  to  tht» 
public  offices  out  of  the  duty  fund,  and 
other  incidental    charges    attending   the 
same. — 10.  That  1,030/.  be  granted  for  de- 
fraying the  charge  of  the  Civil  Establish-* 
ment  of  the  Bermudas  or  Somers  Islands. 
—11.  That  600/.  be  granted  for  defraying 


completed  might  be  the  cause  ol 
tenderness  in  calling  for  the  te 
house  on  this  subject. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  observed,  tl 
of  his  hon.  friends  who  were  m 
diately  connected  with  the  militl 
ment  were  pres?nt,  he  felt  som 
in  answering  the  noble  lord's  qu< 
was  not  aware  that  any  motion,, 
ture  alluded  to,  was  in  agitatio 
had  no  hesitation  in  giving  it  as  fa 
that  such  a  motion   would   be 
until  the  conquest  had  been  coi 
It  may  seem  paradoxical  to  ea 
mode  of  increase  is  preferable  tc 
gradual   and  less  alarming  to  t 
A  gradual  rise  would  have  led  to 
sition  that  this  was  a  fund  to  be  d 
to  an  indefinite  extent,  but  bi 
at  once  to  its  natural  limits,  tb 
leis  suspicion  of  future  augment 

Lord  Castlcreogk  rose  to  subm 
nistration  the  propriety  of  propc 
of  thanks  to  the  gallant  officers 
Towards  the  close  of  the  laa 
thanks   of  the  house  were  not 
the  conquerors  of  Egypt  until  t 
sion  of  the  campaign.     In  his  ap 
the  degree  in  which  our  troops 
guished  themselves  on   the  oper 
business  was  sufficient  to  induce 


the  charge  of  the  Civil  Establishment  of]  to  express  a  grateful  sense  of 

the  Island  of  Dominica.— 12.  That  12,819/. 

9$.  4|r/.  be  granted  for  defraying  the  charge 

of  the  Civil  Establishment  of  New  South 

"Wales;  all  the  above  from  the  1st  of  Jan. 

to  the  3Ut  day  of  Dec.  1806. — 13.  That 

1,420/.  be  granted  towards  defraying  the 

charge  of  the  superintendence  of  Aliens, 

according  to  the  provisions  of  an  act-passed 

in  the  4 3d  year  of  his  present  majesty,  for 

the  year  1 806." 

[Cape  of  Good  Hope.]  Mr.  Vansittart 
moved  the  3d  reading  of  the  bill  for  regu- 
lating the  trade  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
Mr.  W.  Keene  supported  the  motion,  ma- 
king a  number  of  observations,  tending 
to  shew  his  sense  of  the  importance  of  that 
settlement,  and  the  expediency  of  retaining 
if  in  our  possession  in  the  event  of  a  peace. 
Lord  Garlies  took  the  opportunity  of 
asking  the  gentlemen  opposite,  whether  or 
not  it  was  intended  to  take  any  parliamen- 
tary notice  of  the  brilliant  achievement  of 
those  gallant  men  by  whose  zeal  and  exer- 
tions that  important  possession  had  been 
reduced.  •  A  considerable  part  of  the  ho* 
nour  attending  this  exploit  belonged  to  the 
military.    Perhaps  the  conquest  not  being 


duct. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  repeated, 
conquest    was    incomplete,    su 
would  be  premature. 

Generaf  Tarieton  pressed  th 
of  an  immediate  vote  of  thanks 
lant  services  that  had  been  rer 
deprecated  the  idea  of  forbearii 
whole  conquest  was  completed, 
large  body  of  the  enemy  land  at 
it  was  impossible  that  the  laurel 
brave  troops  had  gathered  she 
thered  by  that  event;  but  the 
deprived  of  that  honourable 
which  he  was  desirous  should  b 
on  them. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  observed,  tl 
of  a  conversation  like  the  presei 
be  better  for  any  hon.  gent,  op 
wished,  to  bring  forward  a  pre 
on  the  subject.-r-The  bill  was 
3d  time  and  passed. 

[Impeachment  of  Lord  fl 
Mr.  IVhitbread,  in  consequence 
tice  which  he  had  given  yesteri 
submit  a  motion  to  the  house, 
the  trial  of  lord  Melville*    The 
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said,  that  (he  motion  of  which  he  bad  given 
notice  tor  the  house  beinj  present  at  the 
irtul  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  bouse, 
tw  considered  to  be  so  much  a  matter  c-i 
course,  that  it  was  with  extreme  surprize 
be  Orel  learned  that  any  opposition  was 
meant  to  be  made  to  it.  It  wis  so  com- 
pletely incomprehensible  to  him  what 
could  be  urged  against  his  present  motion, 
that  be  should  nut  think  it  necessary  now 
to  endeavour  to  anticipate  what  might  he 
Mid,  but  hoped  the  house  would  indulge 
him  witli  a  few  words  in  answer  to  any 
thing  which  might  be  advanced  on  the 
other  side,  lie  thenmoved  that  the  bouse 
be  present  at  the  trial  of  lord  viscount 
Melville,  as  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house." 

Mr.  J?uirrr  D«nd<u(soa  of  lord  Melville) 
Mud,  the  hoii.  gent,  in  making  his  present 
motion  must  be  aware  that  its  effect  would 
be,  to  necessitate  the  house  of  lords  to  ad- 
dress his  majesty  for  having  Westmiuater- 
hall  fitted  up  for  the  purpose  of  their  pro- 
ceeding to  the  trial.  That,  however,  being 
the  case,  he  hoped  tie  might  be  entitled  to 
say  a  few  words  on  the  subject,  by  which 
he  hoped  to  be  able  to  make  it  appear,  not 
only  that  such  a  step  would  lead  to  the 
highest  iu convenience,  but  would,  perhaps, 
be  the  source  of  gross  injustice  and  oppres- 
sion by  the  delay  and  expehce  which  such 
a  proceeding  would  produce.  Whenever 
any  question  occurred  in  which  it  might 
he  necessary  lor  the  bouse  of  loids  to  de- 
liberate, all  that  would  be  required,  if  the 
trial  proceeded  in  their  own  bouse,  would 
be,  fur  the  managers  to  retire  till  the  ques- 
tion was  discussed.  But,  if  the  trial  pro- 
ceeded iu  Westminster- hall,  [lie  lords 
would  be  obliged,  on  c\ery  such  occa- 
sion, to  retire  to  their  own  house,  and  if 
they  continued  debating  till  neat  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment,  there  would  be  little 
chance  of  their  returning  to  the  hall  thai 
'day.  In  this  way  it  was  a  fuel,  that  not  less 
than  two  or  three  days  of  delay  would  lake 
place  in  the  one  case  lor  one  in  the  other. 
He  trusted  he  did  nut  ask  tuu  much  of  the 
house  in  hoping,  that  in  the  pursuit  of  jus- 
tice they  would  not  be  guilty  of  oppression; 
that  they  would  not  adopt  a  mode  of  trial 
which  would  be  vexatious  in  point  of  time, 
and  ruinous  in  point  of  expenee.  He 
thought  the  case  of  Mr.  Hastings  would 
have    been   sufficient    to    warn   the   house 

rust  the  adoption  of  a   proposition  like 
present.      He  had  nu  doubt  the  mana- 
(VI  would  conduct  the  case  with  all  the 


expedition  in  their  power;  but  it  wool 
not  be  in  their  power,  or  in  that  of  the  ac 
cused,  to  do  so  in  Westminster-hall.  Tl 
hon.  gent,  himself  ;Mr.  Whitbread)  un 
questionably,  in  his  opening  speech  again 
lord  Melville,  alluded  to  an  impeachtnei 
to  be  tried  in  the  house  of  lords,  and  h 
referring  to  the  case  of  lord  Mace  Italic 
was  a  sufficient  proof  of  this.  He  trust* 
the  lion.  gent,  would  not  now  depart  fro 
that  idea,  and  revert  to  the  other  mo 
severe,  inconvenient,  and  oppressive  mod 
The  case  of  lord  Macclesfield,  on  which  tl 
hon.  gent,  himsell  had  dwelt,  was  tried 
the  bar  of  the  bouse  of  lords.  It  occupii 
only  21  days;  and  the  case  of  Mr.  1  lasting 
which  was  tried  in  Westminster-hall,  lasti 
for  eight  sessions.  Though  the  accused  hi 
here  preferred  impeachment  to  cnu>ie 
prosecution,  he  hoped  the  hon.  geut.  won 
not  now  turn  round  un  him  and  deny  to  hi 
the  roodeof  trial  which  he  himself  had  on 
pointed  at,  and  insist  on  one  much  mc 
oppressive  in  its  nature  and  effect.  T 
matter  rni^bi  occur  to  him  more  forcit 
than  to  other  members  of  the  house,  I 
lie  hoped  the  house  would  excuse  him 
stating  it.  The  lion.  geut.  was  in  possi 
siou  of  ample  documents  to  convince  h 
that  the  private  fortune  of  the  individi 
here  accused  was  cot  adequate  to  the  sl 
port  of  an  expensive  trial;  and  when  eip 
justice,  and  brfore  the  same  tribun 
might  be  procured  at  a  smaller-expence, 
submitted  that  il  could  never  be  the  w 
of  the  house,  or  of  the  bun.  gent.,  to  pi 
chase  it  at  a  greater  expence  to  the  pa 
accused.  The  hon.  member  declared  tl 
he  should  not  press  the  nutter  to  a  di 
siou,  if  the  sense  of  the  house  seemed 
be  against  him,  as  the  matter  might  sir 
him  rliiferently  frum  what  il  might  ocgui 
others.  He  concluded  by  cautioning 
house,  in  their  seanh after  substantial, 
tiee,  not  to  go  into  the  extreme  of  subst 
tial  injustice. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  that  when  the  ho 
had  at  last  come  to  the  resolution  of 
peachmeut,  he  had  trusted,  that  no 
ther  question  on  the  subject  would  h 
been  introduced.  He  was  far  from  w; 
ing  to  soy  any  thing  that  might  hurt 
feelings  of  lord  Melville;  and  he  could 
help  bearing  his  testimony  to  the  si 
propriety  with  which  the  hon.  gent.  « 
opposed  the  motion  bad  conducted  him: 
during  the  whole  course  of  the  discuss^ 
but  be  was  confident  the  house  could 
hesitate  to  adopt  tbe  motion  before  tin 
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The  substantial  ends  of  justice  might,  in- 
deed, be  attuned  by  a  trial  at  the  bar  of 
the  house  of  lords,  but  not  with  the  same 
satisfaction  to  the  public  mind.  He  had 
always  preferred  the  trial  by  impeachment, 

« as  more  applicable  to  the  high  rank  of  the 
person  accused,  and  the  nature  of  the  char- 
ges brought  against  him  ;  and  for  the  same 
reason,  he  thought  that  the  trial  should  be 
conducted  with  every  possible  solemnity, 
so  that  the  public  might  be  convinced  that 

•  no  rank  or  station,  however  high,  could 
protect  any  man  from  a  solemn  decision. 
The  public  expected  this  solemn  trial,  at- 
tended with  every  degree  of  publicity,  and 

would  not  be  satisfied  without  it.     With 

•  regard  to  its  bearing  hard  on  the  private  for- 
tune of  lord  Melville,  a  similar  plea  had 
been  urged  by  Mr.  Hastings,  but  it  had  not 
been  listened  to  by  the  house.     The  hon. 

;  fent.  also  complained  of  thedelay  that  would 
ensue ;  but  this  house  would  not  be  ac- 

» countable  for  any  delay  that  might  take 

'place*  The  house  were  prepared  to  esta- 
blish their  charges,  and  such  complaints 

■  might  be  addressed  with  more  propriety  to 
another  house.     In  fact,  all  the  difference 

■in  respect  of  time  between  a  trial  in  West- 
minster, hall,  and  one  at  the  bar  of  the 
;  house  of  lords,  would  merely  be  in  their 
lordships  travelling  at  times  between  the 

■ball and  their  own  house.  He  concluded 
by  giving  his  support  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Banket  said,  he  could  see  nothing 
to  persuade  the  house  to  do  that  in  lord 
Melville's  case,  which  it  had  found  so  in- 
convenient in  that  of  Mr.  Hastings.  In 
the  course  of  that  trial  the  delay  was  dis- 
graceful, and  the  expence  intolerable.  He 
had  all  along  been  against  sending  any  ac- 
cused person  to  be  tried  in  Westminster- 
hall,  if  any  other  place  could  be  found 
where  the  ends  of  justice  could  be  obtain- 
ed ;  and  he  had  formerly  contended  against 
taking  this  case  from  the  ordinary  course 
of  law.  He  was  sorry  when  the  house  had 
1  come  to  a  different  determination ;  but  he 
still  hoped,  that  they  would  not  adopt  that 
mode  of  trial,  which,  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  had  done  them  no  credit.   Every 

•end  of  justice  would  be  fully  answered  by 
a  trial  at  the  bar  of  the  lords,  while  the 
solemnity,  the  dignity,  and  decorum  requi- 
site on  such  an  occasion,  were  liable  to  be 
interrupted  in  the  promiscuous  assemblage 

,at  Westminster-hall.  Was  the  case  of 
lord  Macclesfield  of  less  importance  than 
the  present  ?  Were  the  feelings  of  the  pub- 
lic kst  krtaratfid  by  iV  and  lest  rowed  ot> 


that  occasion?  But  in  bis  case,  a  trial  in 
Westminster-hall  was  not  thought  necA- 
sary.  An  hon.  gent,  had  said,  that  it  Wit 
necessary  to  satisfy  the  expectations  of  tbs 
public ;  but  if  they  expected  any  thing  be- 
yond the  distribution  of  justice,  be  did  sot 
see  how  they  were  eu titled  to  be  satisfied. 
But  it  might  be  said,  that  they  looked  for- 
ward to  a  great  public  spectacle;  he  be- 
lieved, however,  that  the  public  held  neb 
spectacles  in  abhorrence.  The  trial  of  Mr. 
Hastings  bad  completely  disgusted  them 
with  such  exhibitions.  If  the  2 1  days  trial 
of  lord  Macclestield  were  compared  with 
that  which  lasted  eight  sessions  of  parlia- 
ment, it  would  be  easy  to  see  which  de- 
served the  preference.  The  various  ne- 
cessary delays  that  must  ensue,  and  the 
time  tnat  must  be  consumed  in  a  thousand 
ways,  were  all  arguments  against  a  trial  hi 
Westminster-hall.  Even  the  money  that 
might  be  necessary  to  fit  up  Westminster* 
hall,  should  not  be  lightly  thrown  away  ft 
the  present  moment.  We  were  so  much 
in  the  habit  of  voting  large  sums,  that 
small  sums  lost  their  importance,  sail 
dwindled  into  insignificance  ;  but  the  pre- 
sent was  a  period  which  called 'loudly  for 
every  degree  of  parsimony  consistent  with 
the  public  service.  Neither  ought  the  in- 
dividual, who  is  the  object  of  impeatrhntent, 
to  be  loaded  with  one  shilling  oi  unbeoei- 
sary  expence.  On  all  these  grounds  he 
opposed  the  motion  of  the  hon.  gent. 

Lord  Folkestone  contended,  that  it  was 
unfair  to  contrast  the  trial  of  Mr.  Hastings 
with  that  of  lord  Macclesfield,  or  to  ascribe 
the  great  length  of  the  former  to  the  time 
consumed  in  the  forms  attendant  on  such 
a  mode  of  trial.     It  was  owing  td  very  dif- 
ferent circumstances ;  to  the  variety  of  the 
charges  brought  against  him,  and  the  com- 
plicated nature  of  the  evidence  by  which 
they  were  supported.    It  was  a  principle 
of  the  constitution,  that  all  trials  should 
be  conducted  in  as  public  and  oped  a  man- 
ner as  possible ;  and  surely,  this  principle 
operated  with  the  greatest  force  in  the  case 
of  an  impeachment.     It  certainly  cotdld  not 
be  held  so  public  at  the  bar  of  the  house  of 
lords,  for  there  the  space  below  the  bar  wris 
so  small  that  it  would  hot  accommodate  the 
committee  of  this  bouse.   '  With  respect  to 
the  expence,  he  believed  it  would  be' found 
less  than  gentlemen  conceived.    A  great 
deal  depended,  in  his  opinion,-  upob  patrtfde 
and  show ;  as  useful  and  salutary  lesiom 
might  be  drawn  from  the  solemnity  of  the 
scene.    As  to  the  objection)  ef  .U*  iataK 
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be  unnecessarily  increased,  it  must  be  i 
anxious  wish  that  every  species  of  enqo 
should  take  place,  that  they  shall  see  Ui 
interests  are  upheld.  With  respect  to  I 
case  at'  the  liable  lord,  it  is  highly  essenl 
to  their  interests,  that  the  utmost  uotorii 
and  publicity  sbould  be  given  to  the  tri 
that  tbey  may  have  anupportun 
of  attending  it,  to  witness  their  intere 
protected  and  discussed.  They  will  lil 
wise  have  the  satislaction  of  knuwii 
should  the  noble  lord  be  acquitted,  that! 
grounds  of  the  clamours  raised  against  lh< 
who  support  the  enquiry  are  totally  fal 
They  will  have  this  satisfaction,  and  tl 
will  also  have  the  satisfaction  of  see; 
ample  justice  done  to  the  noble  lord's  cl 
racter.  So  much  for  the  subject  of  put 
eipence.  With  respect  to  the  subject 
pence  to  the  noble  lord,  that  in 
either  in  the  event  of  acquittal  or  comic 
,  be  a  lit  object  of  future  djisauRM 
The  noble  lord  wished  for  all  cousi 
ration  of  that  nature  to  be  deferred.  1 
first  object  was  the  attainment  of  subst 
tial  justice  in  the  most  clear  and  pul 
manner  that  would  be  obtained  by  a  t 
in  Westminster- ha  11,  aud  he  was  cor 
quently  impelled  to  vote  for  the  motioi 
his  lion,  friend. 

Mr.  Rose  declared  that  he  was  one 
those  who  preferred  the  mode  of  trial 
impeachment  in  preference  tu  that  in 
court  of  Kind's  Bench,  because  be  thoc 
the  peculiar  situation  and  dignity  of 
noble  lord  required  it :  but  he  was  alsi 
opinion  that  the  object  of  the  house  wc 
be  much  better  and  more  effectually  att 
ed  by  prosecuting  at  the  bar  of  the  he 
of  lords,  than  by  proceeding  with  ted; 
forms  and  ceremonies  in  Westminster-! 
In  advancing  that  opinion,  he  was  sup] 
ted  by  the  result  of  the  trial  of  lord  IV 
cleslield,  which  was  concluded  in  21  t 
from  its  commencement.  With  this  pr> 
dent  on  the  one  side  in  favour  of  the  trii 
the  bar  of  their  lordships,  aud  that  of 
Hastings  against  a  trial  at  Westuiinster-1 
lie  thought  that  few  men  could  hesitat 
make  a  choice,  or  decide  which  mode 
more  eligible.  His  reason  for  thin 
that  the  trial  at  the  bar  of  the  lords  wi 
be  more  public  was,  thatevery  person  it 
go  into  lite  house  of  lords,  when  the  d 
were  open,  without  special  permission  ; 
every  member  in  the  house  must  ki 
that  no  person  but  a  member  of  ei 
house  of  parliament  could  attend  the 
ccediugs  at  WesUninster-b.»li,  without 

N> 


rupting  the  course  of  business,  he  must 
nWt  ve,  that  if  the  trial  was  carried  on  in 
i  ti*  house  of  lords,  the  j  udgca  must  attend, 
■Bit  therefore  the  business  of  the  law  courts 
would  he  suspended  in  the  same  manner. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  said,  that  though  he 
differed  in  opinion  from  the  lion.  gent,  who 
bad  preceded  the  noble  lord,  yet  he  was 
not  surpriied  at  the  arguments  he  had  ad- 
vanced! He  had  originally  .opposed  the 
mode  of  trial  by  impeachment,  and  might 
therefore  be  consistent  now  in  resisting  a 
trial  in  Westminster-hall;  but  to  hear  those 
»ho  had  preferred  impeachment,  from  the 
consideration  of  the  rank  of  lord  Melville, 
»nd  the  nature  of  the  offence  with  which  he 
was  charged,  concur  in  the  arguments  of 
Hit  iion.  gent.,  and  opposing  now  the  an- 
cient and  constitutional  mode  of  con- 
ducting that  impeachment,  was  rather  ex- 
traordinary. The  hon.  gent,  had  said, 
that  the  trial  of  Mr.  Hastings  reflected  dis- 
pwee  on  the  house.  He,  for  his  part,  was 
aware  of  any  such  disgrace,  though  he 
heard  it  had  been  attended  with  much 
teuience.  The  present  case,  he  said, 
differed  widely  from  that  of  Mr.  Hastings. 
all  the  charges,  and  all  the  evidence 
iced  in  their  support,  bore  distinctly 
one  point.  He  contended,  that  if  the 
house  die!  not  agree  to  the  motion  of  his 
hon.  friend,  it  would  amount  to  a  decla- 
ration, that  all  the  ancient  and  constitu- 
tional forms  of  impeachment  were  imprac- 
ticable. The  expeiice  attendant  on  this 
mode  of  trial  had  been  stated  as  an  objec- 
tion against  it.  It  was  not  the  expense  of 
paper  that  might  bs  consumed,  or  of  bench- 
es that  might  be  erected,  but  the  want  of 
those  constitutional  enquiries  into  misap- 
plications of  the  public  money,  that  could 
ever  prove  ruinous  to  the  country.  The 
danger  of  the  country  was  great ;  the  dan- 
ger which  now  impended  over  its  finances 
would  be  the  result,  not  of  enquiries,  but 
from  neglect  of  attention  to  those  consti- 
tutional prosecutions,  which  are  at  once 
the  protection  of  the  public,  and  the  surest 
means  of  guarding  its  purse.  The  hon. 
gent,  had  stated  the  situation  of  the  noble 
lord  as  being  peculiar.  .So  indeed  was  the 
situation  ui  the  public.  It  will  be  my  lot, 
■aid  the  noble  lord,  and  arduous  will 
Ike  lot  be,  to  propose  in  a  few  days  a 
Urge  augmentation  of  the  public  burthens. 
if  I  may  be  allowed  to  feel  more  than 
any  other  man  the  importance  of  convin- 
cing the  public  that  their  money  is  rightly 
applied,  and  UuU  their  burthens  should  uot 

Vbj..  VI. 
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admission  or  leave  of  a  peer.  The  noble 
lord  (H.  Petty)  had  mentioned  his  feelings 
and  anxiety  in  being  obliged  to  impose 
taxes ;  the  noble  lord  had  also  lamented 
the  difficulties  which  surrounded  him ;  he 
was  as  sensible  as  any  man  of  those  difficul- 
ties, which  he  knew  to  be  very  great ;  but 
he  was  also  sure  that  the  country  possessed 
resources  fully  adequate  to  meet  all  difficul- 
ties,dangers,  and  emergencies :  and  with  that 
impression  on  his  mind,bedid  not  think  there 
was  any  room  for  gloom  or  despondency. 

Lord  H.  Petty,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
he  had  not  spoken  in  gloomy  language  of 
the  financial  prospects  of  the  country.  He 
had  said,  that  the  country  could  only  be 
ruined  by  a  want  of  principle  in  those  who 
directed  its  resources/ 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  he  felt  a  due  sense 
of  the  decorous  conduct  of  the  hon.  gent, 
who  commenced  the  debate,  and  should  be 
ready  to  take  every  opportunity  of  acknow- 
ledging it.  The  hon.  member  had,  as  it 
were,  put  himself  on  the  mercy  of  the  house 
and  entreated  it  not  to  adopt  a  mode  ot 
proceeding  which  would  be  harassing  and 
oppressive  to  the  noble  person  who  stood 
accused.  lie  assured  the  hon.  gent.,  that 
he  would  be  the  last  man  in  the  house  who 
would  support  any  proceeding  of  that  de- 
scription ;  it  was  not  in  the  contemplation 
of  himself  or  the  managers ;  and  he  could 
also  undertake  to  say,  that  it  was  as  little 
the  intention  of  the  other  members  of  the 
house,  with  whom  he  had  the  honour  of 
acting,  to  press  lord  Melville  to  a  trial, 
vexatious  or  harassing,  but  it  was  their 
intention  as  well  as  their  duty,  to  carry 
on  proceedings  against  that  noble  lord 
with  the  solemnity  and  notoriety  which 
had  distinguished  this  country  on  such 
-occasions  from  every  other  in  Europe  and 
tended  so  essentially  to  establish  its  fame. 
If  the  hon:  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side  pushed  their  arguments,  the  conse- 
quence would  be,  that  they  must  desire 
parliament  and  the  country  to  get  rid  of  all 
pubhc  trials,  to  exclude  audiences  from  the 
Very  courts  of  justice,  and,  in  fine,  from 
every  place  in  which  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try were  to  be  administered*  But  he  dif- 
fered from  the  hon.  gent,  in  this  respect, 
and  thought  that  publicity  was  necessary  in 
trials  of  every  kind,  and  the  best  guard 
for  the  security  of  persons  and  property, 
as  well  as  for  the  discharge  of  great  public 
trusts.  It  was  a  little  singular,  however, 
that  in  this  particular  case  the  mode  was, 
the -choice  of  the  noble  lord's,  friends ;  for 


surely,  when  they  reversed  th 
the  house  for  a  criminal  prose 
court  of  King's  Bench,  they  m 
the  present  mode  of  trial  in  vi 
since  the  Revolution,  Westmm 
the  only  place  in  which  trials 
ment  had  been  conducted,  wii 
tion  of  lord  Macclesfield's  case 
ask,  whether  the  Shortness  o 
man's"  trial  was  attributable  ' 
tried  at  the  bar  of  the  house  o 
answer  to  this  question  would  fc 
it  was  considered  that  there  « 
objections  made  at  the  trial  % 
might  be  concluded  in  as  sh 
Westminster-hall  as  in  the  ho 
He  was  ready  to  admit,  that  J 
red  to  the  case  of  lord  Macclc 
debates  respecting  lord  Mel' 
view  to  shew,  that  the  prece 
Hastings's  trial  should  not  « 
house  from  adopting  the  trial 
ment ;  but  when  he  urged  tha 
he  had  no  mode  of  trial  in  c< 
but  that  which  the  managers  re 
The  house  must  be  aware  that 
test  had  been  entered  on  that 
the  journals  of  their  lordship! 
mode  of  trial  pursued  in  the 
noble  lord.  The  hon.  gent,  n 
following  extract  from  the  s 
"■  Because  we  are  of  opinion,  1 
"  concerns  the  honour  and  di 
"  house,  in  sill  cases  of  In* 
"  that  the  trial  should  be  in  tl 
"  lie  and  solemn  manner ;  tbf 
"  suitable  to  the  laws  and  con 
"  this  kingdom  m  all  cases 
"  but  is  more  especially  requi 
"  secution  of  the  commons  o 
tain  begun  and  carried  on  b; 
sentatives  in  parliament ;  fc 
sous  we  think,  that  this,  tria 
"  had  in  Westminster-hall,  ^ai 
"  bar  of  the  house,  where  it  i 
**  as  we  conceive,  to  provid 
"  other  conveniences  for.  tbf 
"  of  the  house  of  commons,  ail 
u  of  the  subjects  of  this  kingd 
"  be  desirous  to  be  present  I 
—The  hon,  gent,  was  reall; 
to  comprehend  the  right  hoc 
Rose),  when  he  stated  that  tin 
be  more  public  at  the  bar  < 
of  lords  than  in  Westminster* 
not  the  members  of  the  hoi 
mons  wish  to  attend  that  tria 
they  could  not  satisfy  the! 
the  former  ^Aace, .for  wast  oi 


« 


t« 


it 


ime  of  the  hon.  ge nt.  as  well  as  he  could 
collect,  was  Mr.  Fazakerlev.  lie  cor- 
inlv  thought  that  this  trial  shoulri  be  held 
.  Westminster-hall,  as  the  place  most 
i  table  to  the  dignity  of  the  house  and  the 
•untry.  In  reply  to  the  right  hon.  member  s 
)servation  a?  to  the  peers'  admissions,  he 
3uld  say  that  the  question  was  still  the 
me ;  for  if  the  peers  could  exercise  a  pn- 
lege  in  the  nn#»  place,  they  were  entitled 
•  exercise  it  in  the  other.  The  ;>iniple  point 
lerefore  arising  from  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ct  was,  which  of  the  tv.o  place*  was  ca- 
ible  ot  holding  most  people.  The  hon. 
ember  (Mr.  R.  Dundx-)  said  that  he  was 
rcjuainted  with  the  private  fortune  of  lord 
feiville.  Certaiulv,  in  the  pr«  secution  of 
eir  duty,  the  managers  had  come  to  the 
lowled^e  of  many  private  circumstances, 
bich  it  was  impossible  fur  them  to  sena- 
te from  the  public  transactions  of  that 
Me  lord.  1 1«*  could  not  agree,  however, 
At  because  a  uerson  against  whom  a 
large  bad  been  preferred,  represented 
naUnes*  of  fortune  and  inabriity  to  sup- 
Jit  tbeexnencts  attending  triaV- hat  there* 
re  all  proceedings  should  be  shaped  iu 
Kiformity  to  his  wishes. -If  this  argument 
ere  allowed,  it  would  destroy  all  prosecu- 
9ds  ;  for  the  ^>ariy  accused  had  only  to 
lead  poverty,  aud  thus  escape,  perhaps, 
om  the  punishment  which  he  merited, 
'the  house  of  lords  deemed  it  essential 
i  the  interests  of  the  tr.;b!fr,  that  Mr. 


why  the  trial  should  take  place  in  Wes 
minster-hall  \  rather  than  at  the  bar  of  tt 
house  of  lords.  He  did  not  say  that  thei 
ought  to  be  no  impeachment ;  but  he  cot 
tended  that  it  was  of  the  essence  of  jus  tic 
that  it  should  not  be  dilatory  nor  unn< 
cessahly  expensive.  Every  person,  as  a 
hon.  friend  of  his  had  observed,  was  to  t 
presumed  innocent  till  he  was  found  guilt 
He  therefore,  for  the  present,  presume 
that  lord  Melville  was  innocent ;  and  i 
this  view,  the  mode  of  proceeding  no 
proposed  would  bring  the  punishment  < 
gu.it  on  an  innocent  person.  He  did  n< 
consider  this  as  a  party  question,  but  a&kei 
whether  it  was  just  or  generous  that  a  pe 
son  who,  setting  the  present  affair  asid 
had  rendered  essential  service  to  the  com 
try,  and  was  therefore  entitled  to  its  gn 
titude,  should,  by  the  enormous  expem 
to  which  he  would  be  exposed,  be  coi 
signed  for  the  remainder  of  bis  life  to  wai 
and  poverty  ?  The  noble  lord  (H.  Petty 
and  the-  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last,  had  a< 
verted  to  the  old  mode  of  proceeding,  an 
to  the  trial  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  but  was  thei 
a  lawyer  in  Westminster- hall  whodi.i  n< 

m 

consider  that  trial  as  an  abominable  di 
srace?  The  Judge  Advocate  (Mr.  Bond 
in  proposing  a  criminal  information,  ha 
argued  respecting  this  abomination,  th 
foul  stigmar  with  the  greatest  eL^ueno 
Why  was  be  not  here  to-day  to  tuppo 
his  argument?    He  concluded    bv  aizai 
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arguments  of  his  hon.  friends*     It  was  said 
that  he  and  his  friends  were  inconsistent 
in  having  first  wished  for  the  impeachment, 
and  then  endeavouring  to  have  it  conduct- 
ed at  the  bar  of  the  house  of  lords.  Where 
was  the  inconsistency?  They  wished  for 
impeachment  still  in  preference  to  infor- 
mation, but  they  wished  at  the  same  time 
that  it  should  be  carried  on  in  the  manner 
least  oppressive  to  the  individual  accused. 
Was  there  any  novelty  in  having  the  im- 
peachment at  the  bar  of  the  bouse  of  lords  ? 
No ;  for  the  trial  of  lord  Macclesfield  was 
conducted  in  this  manner.     But  even  if 
there  had  been  no  instance  of  this  kind,  he 
would  have  been  desirous  of  introducing 
that  novelty,    because    he  thought  that 
course  the  most  proper  which  united  the 
essential  attainment  of  justice  with  the 
least  oppression  to  the  individual.     As  to 
the  point  of  inconsistency  he,  as  the  per- 
son who,  in  case  the  mode,  of  information 
had  been  adopted,  would  have  had  the 
business  to  manage,  had  felt  the  difficul- 
ties that  would  attend  this  course  of  pro- 
ceeding.    The  managers  had  better  means 
of  acquiring  importaut  information  by  the 
made  of  impeachment,  and  in  fact  it  was 
pot  till  of  late  that  they  bad  discovered 
what  to  them  appeared  matter  of  great 
consequence.  Now,  what  would  have  been 
the  situation  of  the  case,  if,  instead  of  ha- 
ving an  additional  article,  as  now,  he  should 
have  had  to  make  this  an  additional  count 
in  his  information  ?  They  talked  of  the  in- 
consistency on  his  side  of  the  house.    Now, 
was  there  no  inconsistency  on  the  other  ? 
They  first  voted  for  an  impeachment  in- 
deed, but  they  subsequently  voted  for  a 
criminal  information.     Why  did  they  do 
bo  r  Would  the  trial  have  less  publicity  at 
the  bar  of  the  house  of  lords  than  tit  the 
court  of  King's  Bench?  The  privacy  (hen 
was  no  objection.     It  was  strange  that  they 
should  now  insist  so  much  on  publicity.    A 
nght  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Tierney)  bad 
^sked,  whether  the  argument  against  this 
solemn  impeachment  would  not  go  to  all 
cases?  Even  if  it  had,  that  would  not  have; 
deterred  him  from  preferring  the  trial  at 
the  bar  of  the  house  of  lords.    He  certain- 
ly valued  the  privilege  of  impeachment; 
•highly;  and  this  was  the  very  reason ' why  1 
he  wished  it  should  be  conducted  m  the: 
least  oppressive  mode,    as  otherwise,  iti 
would  be  in  danger  of  falling  into  disuse.} 
His  hon.  friend  under  the  gallery,  (Mr.! 
Bankes)  had  been  so  impressed  with  the; 
inconveniencies  attending  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  that  he  had  formed  a  resolution 


to  oppose  the  impeachments  wh 

course  could  be  adopted.  But 

it  was  desirable  we  should  ba< 

fits  without   the  inconvenient 

then  adverted  to  the  great  differ* 

make  in  point  of  time ;  and  co 

the  great  object  ought  to  be  to . 

the  mode  of  trial  by  impeac 

thing  oppressive  and  embarras 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  rose  to  trou 

only  withafewwords.  But  son: 

fell  from  the  hon.  and  learned  ge 

latt,induced  him  to  trespass  on  t 

for  a  moment.  That  hun.  and 

had  charged  him,  and  those 

with  him  in  thiuking  that  1 

ought  to  be  brought  to  trial,  * 

teucy,  in  voting  first  for  an  i 

and  then  for  a  criminal  inform 

had  done  so  undoubtedly;  bu 

circumstances  ?     The  house 

in  mind,  that  the  question  I 

tween  them  and  those  who  op 

minal  proceedings  whatever,  ai 

ed  every  nerve  in  order  to  pr« 

of  trial.  He  had  then  stated  the 

induced  him  to  act  as  he  had 

the  hon.  and  learned  gent,  hac 

per  to  say  nothing  about  them 

might  have  forgot  them,  he 

them  again.  If  the  pure  ques' 

whether  there  was  to  be  an  i 

or  a  criminal  information?  h 

preferred  an  impeachment.  m 

saw  that  the  motion  for  an 

was  lost  by  a  majority,  boll 

he  had  no  alternative  but  to 

eligible  mode  of  proceeding 

have  none  at  all.    But  how 

jority  procured  ?     Why ;  by 

two  parties,  one  of  which  ei 

stop  all  proceedings.     Tluf  to 

relatione  of  lord  Melville,  wb 

ward  and  supported  this  pro] 

certainly  justifiable  in  what  t 

body  could  be  more  alive  to 

of  relationship,  or  of  friend 

was  4  but  at  the  same  time 

that  they  were  not  exactly 

whose  directions  were  to  b 

this  instance*     How  did  the 

A  motion  was  made  for  a  c 

mation,  and  at  the  time  it  wi 

ly  insinuated  that  this  was  th 

on  account  of  the  compara 

of  the  ezpence,  the  accused 

but  afterwards  it  appeared  t 

ville,  upon  reconsideration,) 

advantage  of  the  additional 

ferxed  the  jfcodft  of  iwpeacbn 
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it  ever  said  or  insinuated  that  the  impeach- 
ment was  uut  to  be  conducted  in  the  most 
solemn  manner?  Nat  au  idea  was  enter- 
tained that  tlie  trial  would  not  be  allowed 
to  proceed  in  Ihe  way  best  calculated 
to  answer  the  ends  of  public  justice.  On 
llie  contrary,  the  cordial  support  or 
the  hon.  gentlemen  was  promised  to  the 
managers  who  were  to  conduct  the  im- 
peachment. He  hud  uo  doubt  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  that  promise,  and  as  little  did  he 
doubt  that  the  present  opposition  of  the 
bon.  gentlemen  proceeded  from  their 
coiivietiou  that  they  could  conduct  the 
business  much  belie  r  thun  the  malingers 
«Tu>  bad  been  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose. Uut  then  be  might  be  afraid  ol 
mcb  friends.  They  had  voted  against  all 
criminal  proceedings  whatever,  and  cer- 
tainly the  bias  therefore  ought  to  be  against 
them.  With  regard  to  the  length  of  time, 
bit  hou.  friend  had  given  sufficient  reason 
to  tupULHL-  that  the  difference  would  not 
be  11  Mortal ;  and  uj  10  the  argument  of  the 
ujbl  bon.  gent.  (Mr.  Rose),  who  main- 
tained thai  a  trial  at  the  bar  of  the  house 
til  lutiis  would  be  at  public  as  one  in  Wesl- 
■itister-uull  ;  be  was  convinced  that  bis 
jeasoniug  would  have  very  little  influence 
on  the  house.  Now,  why  should  we  resort 
perpetually  fur  directions  to  those  who  bad 
opposed  ali  criminal  proceedings  in  this 
case?  It  was  an  old  lule  of  the  bouse, 
Which  was  now  dropped,  perhaps  properly, 
hut  which  was  not  without  tutue  giounds 
to  support  it,  that  no  persons  should  be 
Allowed  to  speak  in  a  committee  on  a  bill 
who  opposed  the  principle,  because  it  was 
thought  that  such  persons  would  not  make 
any  alterations  in  the  detail  which 
promote  the  object  of  the  bill.  As  to  the 
policy  of  the  conduct  of  these  gentlemen 
with  regard  to  themselves,  tint 
business;  but,  in  ;i  public  viei 
be  the  worst  policy  in  the  world  to  raise 
even  a  suspicion  of  a  collusion  with  those 
who  opposed  the  bringing  of  lord  Melville 
to  trial  in  any  way.  Could  any  man  doubt 
with  regard  to  the  publicity  of  this  affair, 
-that  all  the  arguments  which  went  to  shew 
the  advantage  of  an  impeachment  over  a 
criminal  information,  went  also  to  prove 
(lie  advantage  of  a  trial  in  Westminster- 
Jmll,  above  ojie  in  the  house  of  lords ! 
Were  they  not  aware  that  all  the  argu- 
ments 111  favour  of  solemnity  aud  publicity, 
which  bad  once  been  urged  in  favour  of 
.an  impeach nn.' nt,  might  now  be  turned 
tfUBMlbemtehe:  f  "  A  public  spectacle 


said  an  hou.  gent,  opposite  to  him,     Wl 
lie  hoped  that  every  trial  of  this  kind  wot 

be  rendered  a  public  spectacle,  and  thai 
many  as  possible  would  be  admitted 
them  j  not,  indeed,  with  a  view  to  in! 
them;  but  that  those  who  wore  © 
cerited  in  such  trials,  might  feel  the 
:puiisibilily  of  their  situations  and  char 
tern ;  that  the  public  might  be  satisfied  t 
every  thing  was  fairly  conducted,  and  tl 
the  decision,  whether  oue  way  or  the  ott 
with  that  deli  be  ration  and  im] 
tiullty,  which  the  circumstances  of  thee 
en  uired. 

Mr.  Canning  said,  that  after  the  spe- 
of  the  right  lion,  gent.  (Mr.  Vox),  1 
i  considered  how  much  warn 
he  had  thrown  into  that  speech,  he  seat 
ly  knew  what  course  he  had  to  take.  I 
decided  that  the  strong  arm  of  govt 
ment  was  to  tail  upon  lord  Melville,  \ 
haps  it  would  be  as  well  if  gentlemen 
that  side  of  the  bouse  were  to  bold  tl 
tongues  altogether.  The  right  hoo.  gt 
besides  imputing  to  them  the  greatest 
consistency,  seemed  to  consider,  thatev 
argument  which  came  from  them  should 
received  with  the  greatest  suspicion.  ', 
hon.  geut.  had  also  slated,  that  it  was 
possible  that  those  who  voted  lor  tbe 
peach  men  t  could  have  then  in  their  c 
temptation  that  such  impeachment  wo 
be  [emulated  by  tbe  precedent  of  lord  M 
cleslield's  case,  rather  than  by  that  of 
other  precedent?  of  impeachments  in  W> 
minster- hall.  It,  however,  was  iiali 
that  they  should  look  to  that  case,  wt 
was  the  only  one  cited  at  that  time, 
fur  himself,  he  trusted  that  his  assert 
would  deserve  as  much  weight  as  the  ge 
ral  assertion  of  any  uiher  gentleman^ 
he  must  declare  that  be  had  this  case  in 
contemplation  when  be  voted  for  the- 
peuciiment.  The  right  hon.  gent,  had 
pressed  surprise  that  they  did  not  tool 
the  last  precedent,  that  of  the  trial  of . 
Hastings.  That  was  a  case  of  which 
only  the  public  opinion,  but  parliament 
self,  had  pronounced  upon,  when  it 
pointed  a  new  judicature  to  try  offence 
that  nature  in  future.  As  to  the  autho 
of  arguments  being  lessened  when  con 
from  relations  or  private  friends,  he  thou 
there  should  be  lull  as  great  a  diminut 
from  their  authority  when  they  came  fr 
persons  of  a  contrary  description.  For 
ample,  a  noble  lord  (Henry  Petty) 
held  nearly  the  following  language :  "  1 
feel  disputed  to  shelter  lord  Melville 
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private  friends,  but  I  feel  as  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer."  Whether  the  feelings  ot 
nature,  or  the  sensibilities. of  office,  deser- 
ved the  greater  respect,  he  left  it  with  the 
bouse  to  determine. 

Mr.  Whitbread,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
when  he  had  cited  the  case  of  lord  Mac- 
clesfield, he  only  meant  to  shew,  that  im- 
peachments were  not  necessarily  attended 
with  great  delay  ;  but  as  a  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Camming)  had  mentioued  what  was  in 
his  contemplation,  he  should  also  mention 
what  passed  in  his ;  he  had  intended  ori- 
ginally to  move,  that  the  impeachment 
should  be  m  We*  minster-hall,  ar.d  had 
mentioned  it  to  the  late  Mr.  Pitt,  who  made 
no  objection  to  it, 

-  Mr*  C,  W.  Wynne  supported  the  motion 
on  constitutional  grounds.  Impeachment 
was  the  best  mode  of  proceeding,  and  it 
was  proper  to  hare  it  as  open  as  possible. 
The  house  of  lords  might  be  thrown  open, 
but  few  could  get  in.  He  expressed  his 
surprise  at  the  logic  of-some  hon.  gentle- 
aseiu  Because  Mr.  Hastings's  trial  had 
lasted  eight  sessions,  did  it  follow  that  all 
trials  conducted  in  the  same  way  were  to 
last  an  equal  time  ?  The  great  delay  that 
Cook  place  on  that  occasion  might  be  attri- 
buted to  other  causes.  In  an  impeach- 
ment, the  bouse  of  lords  had  the  right  of 
cbusing  the  days  of  trial,  and  adjoumiug  it 
as  they  pleased  ;  and  during  the  trial  of 
Mr.  .Hastings,  there  was  one  year  iu  which 
but  lour  days  were  appointed  for  the  trial. 

Mr  Wallace  said,  he  was  one  of  those  who 
from  the  beginning,  disapproved  of  the  pro- 
secution of  lord  Melville,  and  who  thought 
there  had  not  been  a  sufficient  ground  of 
accusation  made  out  against  him.  His 
opinion  was  unaltered ;  but  since  the 
trial,  was  resolved  on,  he  thought  the 
great  object  at  present  was,  that  speedy 
justice  should  be  done,  and  with  as  little 
vexation  a6  possible,  to  the  party  who  was 
the  object  of  the  trial.  The  proceeding 
itself  inflicted  a  very  severe  penalty  on  the 
defendant,  and  would  draw  down  the  pu- 
nishment of  guilt  upon  the  head  of  a  per- 
son who  might  be  innocent.  As  to  the  ar- 
guments- that  had  be*m  relied  on,  of  the 
superior  publicity  and  solemnity  of  the 
.trial  at  Westminster-hall,  they  made  but 
little  impression  on  his  mind.  He  did  not 
consider  the  publicity  of  a  trial  to  depend 
entirely  upon  the  nurqber  of  persons  who 
were  present  at  it.  The  proceedings  of  the 
court  of  King's  Bench  had,  as  he  thought, 
fcutflcicnt  publicity,  and  yet  that  court  was 


so  small,  that  it  was  not  capab 
ling  many  persons ;  and  wta 
sion  was  considered,  he  could  : 
that  much  additional  solemni 
gained  either  from  the  place 
or  the  number  of  persons  w 
These  circumstances  might  pre 
siderable    irritation   in    the   \ 
^which  perhaps  was  what  was  \ 
it  might  gratify  the  vanity  of 
tlemen,   in  giving  them  a  be 
tunity  of  displaying  those    to 
they  might  fancy  they  possess 
a  still  greater  objection  to  th 
at  Westminster-hall,  when   it 
lected  that  the  chief  justice  of 
made  a  minister  and  a  party  n 
as  it  was  in  the  power  of  gover 
Mr.  Grey  could  not  exact!) 
what  the  hon.  gent,  meant  b< 
ding  observation ;    for  whetl 
was  in  Westminster-hall,  or 
the   house    of  lords,  lord   I 
would  in  either  case  have  the 
as  a  peer  of  parliament,  and  n 
As  to  parliament  having  she* 
probation  to  the  impeachment 
tings,  by  establishing  an  Eas 
cature,  he  must  observe,  that 
ment  was  marie   in   1784,  win 
peach  men  t  of  Mr.  Hastings  tx 
and,  if  parliament  meant  to  sh 
bation    to    impeachments,   it 
merely  have  created  an  East- 
ture,  but  a  general  judicata: 
offences  which  were  formerly 
peachment.     A  right  hon.  get 
kning)  had  spoken  of  i%  the  st 
government   being  directed 
Melville."     He    should  have 
whether  on  a  former  occasic 
he  was  connected  with  adminii 
strong  arm  of  government"  h 
exerted  to  withdraw   lord  1 
justice,  and  to  protect  him  froi 
which  the  house  had  brought 
But  how  was  it  that  governmc 
be  said  to  use  their  power  I 
wished  to  give  the  greatest  pi 
trial,  and  publicity  had  alws 
posed  the  best  defence  of  the  si 
the  strong  arm  of  government 
the  general  question  had  be< 
cussed  ;  and  should  only  obs 
difference  of  expence  betwee 
Westminster-hall,    and  at  th 
be  to  the  defendant  nothing  n 
been  suggested  in  the  course 
—•The  motion  was  then  put  a 
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nofSE  or  iohdi. 
Tkitrtdaij,  March  37. 
[\nnnvi  st  br.UToas.]  Lord  /tW.'onrf, 
tdfvrtiug  lu  the  petitions  on  the  table  from 
A*  debtors  confined  in  dtfterctbt  .prisons, 
item*!,  (bat  be  had  hitherto  declined  to 
t*:ng  forward  any  measure  upon  tliis  sub- 
ject, Iran  a  consciousness  that  he  was  un- 
e,u.il  to  tbe  task.  The  unlortunate  situa- 
tion, however,  in  which  mariv  of  bis  raa- 
jcslt'i  subjects  were  placed  by  being  con- 
fined fur  d*bt,  'would  not  allow  bun  tu 
4elay  bringing  forward  a  bill  lor  their  relief. 
lie  therefore  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
ii'.'tt  week,  bring  in  a  bill  of  that  descrip- 
tion in  tbe  form  which  had  several  limes 
been  sanctioned  by  their  lordships  tor  the 
relief  of  Insolvent  Debtors.  After  the  bill 
bad  been  read  a  first  time,  be  intended  to 
five  a  very  short  notice  of  the  2d  reading. 
(Kmciiiitsi  of  Lord  Mf.lvh.i-e.] 
Mr.  Wliitbreud,  and  several  other  members 
oi  tbe  house  of  commons,  brought  up  a 
sage,  purporting;  thai  the  house  should 
d  tbe  trial  of  lord  viscount  Melville. 
a  committee  of  t  be  whole  bouse,  and 
quiring  accommodation  to  be  provided 
tor  tbem. 

Lord  Grenillc  said,  it  was  perfectly 
r  that  accommodation  for  the  whole 
boose  of  commons  could  not  be  provided 
lu  that  house  ;  the  only  mode  tberelort 
be  adopted  in  consequence  of  the  mess 
from  ttie  commons  was  to  address  his  r 
jesty,  praying  him  lo  provide  a  place 
the  uial  "of  lord  Melville.  There  w 
Other  points  als^>  relative  to  the  trial,  to 
«luch  he  wished  to  call  their  lordships' 
attention.  It  was  of  the  utmost  importance 
that,  in  the  progress  oi  the  trial,  all  unne- 
cessary delay  should  be  sedulously  avoided. 
It  was  due  to  the  prosecutors  as  well  as  to 
the  noble  lord  impeached,  that  justice 
should  be  attained  as  speedily  as  possible. 
Ic  was  due  tu  tbe  prosecutors  that  justice 
ibould  be  done  without  delay,  if  the  de- 
fendant were  guilty;  it  was  equally  due  to 
tile  defendant  that  the  expeuces  of  his  de- 
fence should  not,  in  case  of  an  acquittal, 
amount  to  or  exceed  any  line  which  could 
be  imposed  upon  him,  it  he  were  guilty. 
Those  complaints,  so  justly  founded,  which 
were  made  against  the  delay  attend  ant  upon 
tbe  trial  of  Mr.  Hastings,  ought,  in  this 
I  cue,  to  be  carefully  avoided.  Impressed 
with  these  considerations,  he  intended  to 
when  his  majesty's!  answer  to  the 
1  ttfdreas  should  be  received,  to  refer  to  Lhe 
'  'committee  already  appointed  to  search  icr 


precedents,  tr>  consider  of  lb  U-t  me 
of  proceeding  IB  the  trial  »l*OUt  del 
There  were,  however,  I  wo  or  three  tugi 
tioii!*  which  he  would  just  mention  to  ll 
lordships;  the  (ii=t  -as,  that  the  tl 
when  commenced,  ought  to  be  prove* 
in  (ram  day  tu  riiiyiiutil.it  was  finish 
If  this  mode  of  cmtdtaei  «  ere  adopted, 
was  convinced  it  would  go  a  great  v 
towards  attaining  Ibe  ends  oi  justice 
speedily  as  possible,  whilst,  at  tbe  so 
lime,  the  trial  would,  In  that  case,  be  i 
greater  degree  assimilated  to  a  trial  i 
court  ot  Itiw.  Another  circumstance 
be  attended  to  was,  lhe  hourofassembli 
which,  be  thought,  when  lived,  onghtei 
day  to  be  rigidly  adhered  to,  and  no  ot 
business  whatever  to  be  previously  enlc 
upon.  It  would  also  be  a  great  saving 
time  if  some  mode  were  adopted,  or 
some  understanding  look  place,  with 
speet  to  coheciiiig  the  opinions  of  their  I« 
ships  upon  any  disputed  point  of  evideo 
witbout  their  being  under  the  necessity 
retiring  upon  every  such  occasion  to  tb 
chamber. — These  suggestions  lie  threw  t 
for  their  lordships*  consideration;  but  wb; 
♦■ver  might  be  the  mode  adopted,  be  irast 
the  great  object  would  be  to  proce 
through  the  trial  witbout  any  other  del 
than  was  absolutely  nccessarv.  He  co 
eluded  by  moving  for  au  address  to  1 
majesty,  pra_\  'iig  tlis-t  his  majesty  would 
graciotuty  pleased  to  give  directions 
prepare  a  place  in  Westminster-hall  for  t 
trial  of  lord  viscount  Melville. 

Karl  Stnakope  slated,  that  he  was  one 
those  noble  lords  who  attended  during  ti 
long  Irial  of  Mr.  Hastings,  during  which  I 
could  uot  avoid  perceiving  that  there  w 
ofleu  a  lamentable  waste  of  ihtir  lordotic 
time.  He  trusted  that  the  delays  whi< 
had  Ihen  occurred  would  serve  as  waning 
to  their  lordships  on  the  present  occasiol 
would  venture  lo  suggest  one  regulr 
,  from  which  he  thought  mucb  bene! 
Id  be  derived  :  upon  the  trial  of  Mi 
Hastings,  it  was  customary  for  lhe  housi 
whenever  any  objections  upon  points  i 
evidence  arose,  to  immediately  adjour 
for  the  day  lo  tbe  parliament  chambei 
Now  lie  thought  it  very  practicable  and  rt 
coucileable  lo  the  strictest  forms  of  pre 
reeding,  that  their  lordships  should  receiv 
the  object  tun,  and  proceed  (jf  lhe  progres 
of  the  cause  did  not  essentially  depend  upo 
it),  to  determine  the  point  next  day,  or  » 
iouie  convenient  opportunity,  without  .a 
pedmg  the  course  of  tbe  proceedings.  Tb 
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frequent  adjournments  at  that  time  were 
felt  to  be  a  very  great  inconvenience.  It 
was  remarked,  by  a  witty  member  of  that 
bouse  during  the  impeachment,  that  it  was 
the  only  trial  in  which  the  judges  walked 
whilst  the  trial  stood  still.-— The  motion 
agreed  to. 


IIOUBE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  March  27. 
[Mivutes.]  Mr.  Irving,  from  the  office 
of  the  inspector-general  of  Exports  and  Im- 
ports, brought  up  an  accouut  of  Imports 
and  Exports  from  Tor  tola. — Mr.  Johnson, 
from  the  office  of  the  chief  sec.  in  Ireland, 
brought  up  an  account  of  the  woollen  yarn 
imported  into  that  kingdom  for  a  certain 
period*— Mr.  Hose,  from  the  bank,  brought 
up  an  account  of  the  amount  of  Exchequer 
bills  issued  under  the  act  for  renewing  the 
Bank  Gharter,  and  an  account  of  those  that; 
were    still    unprovided    for. — Mr.    Ro- 
berts, from  the  oflice  of  the  Paymaster-Ge- 
neral of  his  majesty's  forces,  brought  up  an 
account  of  the  sums  drawu  from  the  exche- 
quer for  the  service  of  the  year  1805,  and 
of  the  balances  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
the  Paymaster  on  the  5th  of  Jan.  1806.— 
Mr.  Vansittart  brought  in  a  bill  for  farther 
continuing  an  act  for  encouraging  the  Fish* 
cries,  &c.  Also  a  bill  to  enable  the  com- 
missioners of  the  treasury  in  Ireland,  to 
issue  Treasury  bills,  on  the  credit  of  the 
a*ds  of  the  year.— Mr.  Huskisson  moved 
for  an  account  of  the  amount  of  the  ar- 
rears, as  far  as  they  can  be  collected,  on 
the  Property  Tax,  for  the  years  ending  the 
5th  of  April  1804,  and  the  5th  of  April 
1805,  respectively.— Mr.  Fellowes  moved 
for  a  committee  to  examine  and  consider 
the  returns   respecting  the    Non-resident 
Clergy,  presented  to  the  bouse  on  the  17th 
inst,  and  to  report  thereon.— Mr.  Whit- 
bread  reported,  that  he  had  taken  to  the 
lords  their  message  of  last  night,  requesting 
them  to  provide  accommodations  for  that 
bouse,  in  Westminster-hall,  at  the  trial  of 
lord  viscount  Melville.— Mr.  Giles  observed 
that  the  accounts  laid  before  the  house, 
of  the  expences  of  the  commissioners  for 
regulating  the  civil  affairs  of  the  Navy, 
were  defective.  He  therefore  moved,  "  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  house,  au  account 
particularly  specifying  the  several  items 
composing  the  sum  of  10,000/.  for  the  year 

1805,  and  the  sum  of  10,000/.  for  the  year 

1806,  stated  to  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty 
hy  the  commissioners  for  revising  the  Civil 
Concerns  of  the  Navy,  as  the  amount  of  the 
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expences  attending  the  businc 
commission ;  together  with  an 
all  charges  or  expences  hitherto 
red,  or  allowed  by  the  said  coma 
[Military   Establishmb 
Yorke,  pursuant  to  notice,  rose 
pose  of  moving  for  certain  do 
lative  to  the  operation  of  thi 
the  Levy  en  Masse  bill,  to  wi 
derstood  none  of  his  majesty 
intended  to  object ;  and  when  I 
purpose,  he  trusted  that  the  I 
be  of  opinion  it  would  be  bo 
and  necessary,  that  those  docun 
be  before  them  preparatory  to 
ward  the  plan  of  national  del 
stood  to  be  now  in  the  conti 
his  majesty's  ministers,  and  < 
to  be  hoped  would  be  brought 
some  period  or  other,  in  the  full 
By  this  bill,  which  had  passed 
1803,  it  was  intended,  as  one  < 
of  defence  against  the  menao 
to  call  out  so  much  of  the  popi 
country  as  were  capable  of  fcx 
who  were  to  be  divided  into  1 
and,  first,  to  be  enrolled  ;  secoi 
to  arms,  during  every  month 
and,  thirdly,  rendered  useful 
tary   purpose,  to  which  they  I 
spectively  judged  fitting*     Wi 
the  dangers  of  invasiou,  he  w 
that,  if  our  navy  continued  1 
and  victorious  exertions,  tht 
nent  instances  of  which  had  b* 
of  late,  there  was  not  much  < 
attack  of  that  nature.    Upoi 
occasion,  though  the  governau 
some  progress  in  availing  itsel 
ere  by  this  bill  vested,  yet  a 
posed  to  prefer  a  voluntary 
sory  service  on  the  part  of  th< 
as  so  great  a  number  of  men  p 
tarily  forward,  beyond  all  c 
expectancy,    the    governmer. 
preferred  the  services  of  the 
a  forcible  levy  en  masse;  i 
totally  abandoning  the  altei 
bill,  should  it  be  necessary  to 
ration  into  effect.     He  had  ii 
copy  of  the  returns  made  froi 
tar  of  the  country,  in  the  fin 
number  of  men  in  each  dist 
classed  ;  and  what  he  now  wi 
for  was,  the  returns  of  the  y 
1805.     He  hoped  his  majes 
had  those  documents  before 
certainly  would  be  iraportai 
sideration  of  the  house  in 
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plin  of  defence,  whatever  it  was, 
ccntaraplatton,   and    for   the  expli 

»l'  which  the  public  were  extremely  amcio us, 
lad  particularly  the  volunteers,  who  were 
•try  desirous  to  be  informed  as  to  what  was 
intended  towards  them.  For  it  was 
trcmely  important,  if  die  services  of  the 
i  :  intcera  were  to  be  relinquished  under 
the  new  arrangement,  that  not  a  single  lire- 
lock  or  sabre  should  tie  taken  from  their 
bauds  until  the  country  was  assured  of 
■lore  adequate  establishment.  He  concluded 
by  moving  for  the  returns  of  men  enrolled 
Wider  the  levy  en  masse  act,  in  every  dis- 
trict throughout  Great  Britain,  in  the  last 
«ud  preceding  year. 

Mr.  Secretary  For  said,  that  so  far  wa! 
be  from  being  averse  to  the  production  a 
the  documents  now  moved  for  by  the  hon 
tent,  that  he  should  support  his  motion. 
The  subject  was  so  very  new  to  his  owi 
experience,  that  he  knew  very  little  indeed 
01  the  present  state  of  the  matter. 
ever,  as  the  bill  had  been  passed  now  three 
jears,  and  ins  majesty's  present 
faad  been  go  short  a  time  iu  office,  if 
ifisness  or  delay  was  chargeable  in  pro- 
ng those  returns  for  the  last  tw 
|  *beu-  share  of  the  blame  certainly 
I  tie  largest.  He  was  pretty  confident  that 
f  the  subject  of  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  motior 
would  form  a  very  principal  feature  in  lh( 
plan  of  defence  now  in  the  conlemplatioi 
of  his  right  lion,  friend,  nut  now  iu  his  place 
(Mr.  Windham),  who  was  certainly  a: 
anxious  to  bring  his  plan  forward,  and  fel 
is  much  regret  for  the  unavoidable  delai 
that  bad  occurred,  as  any  oilier  member 
«'  that  house.  As  to  the  objects  of  ins 
fight  hon.  friend's  plan,  lie  should  think  il 
premature  to  say  more  at  present ;  but  be 
could  assure  the  house,  that  no  delay  had 
occurred  that  was  at  all  avoidable,  and  lie 
hoped  that  in  a  very  few  days  his  right  hon, 
foetid  would   be  able  to  bring  his  plan  for- 

llr.  Slurbs*  fiuwrffl  hoped  tfeeright  hon. 
gent,  would  not  bring  forward  his  plan 
•ithout  timely  notice.  Indeed,  as  it  had 
DM  come  forward  sooner,  and  so  conside- 
rable a  [lumber  of  gentlemen  must  be  ab- 
ttut  during  the  assizes,  who  would  wish  to 
l*present  at  the  di'.cussion  of  such  a  inea- 
:-."-.-,  be  thought  a  would  be  desirable  lu 
jMtpone  It  till  after  the  recess. 

Mr. /oj'  expressed  his  hope,  that  his  right 
boa.  friend  would  be  able,  in  his  place  to- 
morrow, to  give  notice  of  the  ilayou  which 
be  should  be  ready  w  bring  bis  plan  forward, 
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arid  if  not  then,  on  Saturday,  if  the  hot; 
should  be  disposed  to  sit  on  that  day.  B 
with,  respect  to  the  suggestion  of  postponii 
the  proposition  of  the  plan  until  after  tl 
recess,  he  did  not  think  that  could  be  n 
cessary,  as  it  would  be  desirable  to  mal 
some  progress  with  the  least  possible  del; 
and  to  bring  forward  any  bills  on  the  sul 
ject  that  might  be  thought  necessary. — Tl 
motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

[Watekfoiiu  Witi*.]  Mr  Secretin 
Fu.r,  pursuant  to  hi*  notice  on  a  formt 
day,  moved,  that  the  deputy  clerk  of  tf 
crown  be  ordered  forthwith  to  attend  at  li- 
ber of  the  house,  Upon  his  appearand 
Mr.  Fox  moved,  that  he  be  asked  wbetht 
any  return  had  been  made  to  him  by  tl) 
returning  officers  for  the  election  at  Watei 
ford,  in  consequence  of  the  writ  last  issue' 
lor  the  election  of  a  representative  for  tlw 
city  ?  The  question  being  answered  111  tb< 
negative, 

Mr.  Fox  moved,  that  the  sheriffs  of  Wa 
terford  do  attend  at  the  bar  of  the  house  01 
Monday  fortnight. 

Mr.  Lee,   with  great  deference  to   th* 
right   lion,  gent.,  begged  leave    to  SBggesi 
that   although  delay   had   occurred   in   tb< 
necessary    return,    still,    on  enquiry,    il 
might    turn   out    that    no    blame  justlj 
tUched  any  where,  and  that  the  delaj 
might  be   owing    to    some   cause   wholly 
different  from   either    neglect  or  intention 
the    part  of  the   slier  iris.     He   begged 
leave   to  observe  therefore,   that  as  a  pre- 
iquiry   had   been   directed    to   the 
clerk  of  the  hanaper  here,  it  might  also  be 
ipcdieut   to  direct  a  similar   enquiry   to 
e   clerk    of  the  crown   and    hanaper  in 
eland,   to  ascertain  whether  any  return 
had  been  made  to  his  office  by  the  sheriff) 
of  Waterford,  before  those  gentlemen  were 
put  under  the  necessity  of  performing  a 
journey  of  si*  hundred  miles,  upon  a  busi- 
es on  which  it  might  turn  out  they  were 
it  culpable. 

Mr.  Fox  most  readily  acquiesced  in  the 
suggestion  of  the  lion,  gent. ;  withdrew  his 
motion,  and  substituted  another,  "  that 
the  chirk  of  the  Crown  and  Hanaper  in  Ire- 
land, be  directed  to  communicate  forth- 
tb,  whether  any  return  had. been  mad* 
to  liiro,  iu  answer  to  the  writ  (o  him  di- 
rected for  the  election  of  a  member  for 
arford,  aod  at  what  time  such  return 
made?"  The  right  hon.  gent,  at  the 
:  time,  intimated,  that  it  it  should  ap- 
pear, tliat  any  greater  extraordinary  delay 
yd  occurred  before  the  ma.  ing  of  such  re* 
Oo 
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tarn,  he  should  hold  the  sheriffs  of  Water- 
ford  answerable. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Friday,  March  28. 
[Minutes.]  The  Ten  Million  and  a 
Half  and  One  Million  and  a  Half  Exche- 
quer Bills'  bills,  the  Spirits  Excise  Duties 
bill,  and  the  Felons'  Transportation  bill, 
were  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and  a 
message  sent  to  the  commons,  to  acquaint 
them  therewith. — Mr.  Hawthorne  brought 
tip  the  Expiring  Laws  bill,  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  Trade  Regulation  bill,  which  were 
severally  read  a  first  time. — Lord  Grenville 
presented  a  message  from  the  king,  pur- 
porting that  on  account  of  the  eminent  ser- 
vices performed  by  vice-admiral  sir  John 
T.  Duckworth,  bart.  his  majesty  is  de- 
sirous of  granting  to  him  a  pension  of  one 
thousaud  pounds  per  annum,  for  the  term 
of  his  natural  life,  and  trusts  the  house  will 
concur  in  any  measure  necessary  to  carry 
such  his  majesty's  intention  into  execution. 
On- the  motion  of  lord  Grenville,  his  ma- 
jesty's message  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  on  Monday,  to  which 
day  the  bouse  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Friday,  March  28. 
[Minutes.]  The  Sheriffs  of  London  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  Lord  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, and  Common  Council,  against  the 
Coal  Admeasurement  bill,  as  touching  on 
their  right  of  Metage. — Mr.  Briggs,  from 
the  Commissioners  of  Naval  Revision,  pre- 
sented an  Account  of  the  intended  appli- 
cation of  20,000/.  granted  this  year,  under 
the  head  of  that  commission ,-«-A  person 
from  the  Tax  Office,  presented  an  Account 
of  the  Net  Assessments  of  the  Duty  on  Pro*- 1 
perty,  for  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  April 
1804- ;  and  several  other  Accounts  on  the 
same  subject,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee   of  Ways    and    Means. — Mr. 
Vansittart   moved   that  there  be  laid  be- 
fore  the  House  an  Account  of  the  quan- 
tity of  British  Plantation  Sugar  imported 
and  exported  for  three  years,  ending  the 
5th  of  January,  1806";  an  Account  of  the 
.  produce  of  the  War  Duties  on  Goods  and 
Merchandize,  during  the  same  period  ;  an 
Account  of  the  Amount  of  Duties  on  To- 
bacco for  six  years  ending  January  the  5th, 
1806%;  an  Account  of  the  quantity  of  Fo- 
reign Iron  imported  for  the  last  six  years, 
and  the  quantity  of  British  unmanufactured 
Iron  exported  in  the  same  period  ;  an  Ac- 
count of  the  net  produce  of  the  Duties  on 


Wine  for  the  last  three  years ; 
of  the  quantity  of  Tea  above  2*. 
sold    at  the  East-India  Com] 
within  the  last  six  years,  distingi 
year.    Also  an  Account  of  the 
of  the  Duties  on  Auctions  for  tl 
years.  The  several  accounts  w< 
and  the  Inspector  General  of  3 
Imports  presented  them  at  thi 
they  were  referred  to  the  Cc 
Ways  and  Means. — The  Irish  T: 
bill  and  the  British  Fishery  bil 
a  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
ted   to-morrow. — Lord  Henry 
sented  at  the  bar  a  message  ft 
jesty,  which  was  brought  up,  ar 
the  chair  as  follows : — "  G.  R. 
bein^desirous  of  conferringa 
of  his  favour  and  approbatioi 
miral  sir  John  Duckworth,  i 
tion  of  the  service  rendered 
the  skill  arid  gallantry  displ; 
in  an  engagement  with  an  e 
on  the  5th  of  February  last, 
whole  of  the  enemy's  force  ' 
destroyed,  recommends  to 
commons  to  take  measures 
to  the  said  sir  John  Duckv 
nuity  of  1000/.  for  the  term 
ral  life."      On  the  motion 
Petty,  it  was  ordered  that  1 
most  gracious  message  be  taki 
sideration  on    Monday. — Loi 
gave  notice  that,  immediately 
lidays,  he  should  submit  propos 
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house  for  making  a  national  j 

the  family  of  the  late  lord  Nel 

[Budget.]  On  the  motion  o 

ty ,  the  house  went  into  a  Comm 

and  Means,  to  which  the  sevei 

counts  presented  this  day  were 

Lord  Henry  Petty  rose ,  he  s 

to  the  house  the  Supplies  wh 

be  proper  to  vote  for  the  cum 

the  ways  and  means  to  meet  tl 

The  duty  imposed  qu  him  he 

tremely  arduous,  and  one  v 

convinced  he  should  be  wh 

execute,  unless  he  had  the  ii 

the  house.     In  submitting  tl 

he  hud  to  lay  before  the  houj 

sed  to  go  into  no  length  of  ol 

speculation,  not  only  from  an  i 

to  detain  the   house,  but  b 

could  be  very  little  compai 

tance  attached  to  his  conclni! 

red  with  the  facts  which  he  si 

the  committee.    But  the  sam 

made  him  sparing  of  obser* 

own,  induced  him  to  wish  i 
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house  would  extend  its  indulgence,  to  be 
ai  ample  with  respect  to  the  facts  as  possi- 
ble ;  and,  on  this  occasion,  departing  from 
the  common  course,  he  should,  before  hi 
entered  into  the  question  of  the  supplie 
necessary  for  the  current  service  Of  the 
jear,  endeavour  to  satisfy  the  house  as  to 
the  state  of  the  country  in  pointfof  finance, 
past  and  present,  particularly  the  state  of 
finance  in  which  the  country  had  been 
found  this  year;  requesting  that  gentlemen 
would  carry  their  knowledge  upon  that 
subject  in  their  minds  throughput  Lhe 
whole  of  his  statement,  as  they  would  hud 
it  necessary  to  their  perfectly  understand- 
ing what  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt  for 
the  service  of  the  current  year.  The  prin- 
cipal, and  he  might  say  the  only  great  fea- 
ture in  the  state  of  the  finance  of  the  coun- 
try, was  the  amount  of  its  burthen  or  an- 
nual debt,  funded  and  unfunded  ;  uud  the 
next  consideration  was  the  means  the 
country  was  in  possession  of  to  meet  that 
debt,  with  a  view  to  discharging  the  inte- 
rest, and  also  that  which  he  trusted  the 
house  would  never  lose  sight  of,  namely, 
its  ultimate  and  final  extinction.  He  should 
trst  state  the  amount  of  the  debt  on  the 
1st  of  February  1805,  then  the  augnien- 
Ubou  of  that  debt  in  180b'.— The  a- 
imuiit  of  the  funded  debt  on  the  1st  of 
Feb.  1805,  was  495,127' ,OO0f.  the  annual 
charge  upon  which  was  18,000,000/.  The 
amount  of  debt  redeemed,  up  to  that  day  was 
11 1,797,000/.  lhe  annual  charge  upon  which 
«u  (j, S3 4 ,000/.  making  together  of  debt, 
redeemed  and  unredeemed,  603,994,000/. 
and  an  annuiil  charge  of  24,1)04,000/.  In  the 
coarse  of  the  year  1*0.5,  there  was  made  an 
addition  of  34,400,000/.  crealingau  annual 
charge  of  1,392.000/.  besides  2,420,000/. 
for  the  discharge  oi  the  loyalty  loan,  at  an 
annual  charge  of  53,01)0/.  making  a  total 
for  that  year  of  debt  36,827 ,000/.  and  of 
annual  charge  1,445,000/,  Against  this  was 
lobe  put  a.  diminution  oi  531 ,000/ .  of  debt, 
sod  l6',000/.  of  annual  charge  by  the  re- 
demption of  the  land-tax,  aval  by  the  com- 
MMloners  for  the  reduction  of  the  national 
iehtadiminutionofdebtof  12,1*8,000/.; 
Baking  a  total  diminution  of  debt  to  the 
uooiinl  of  12,679,000/.  and  a  diminution 
of  annua)  charge  to  the  amount  of  386,0110/. 
Thij,  presented,  at  the  commencement  of 
Ibe^present  year,  an  amount  of  funded 
"l  or  517,280,000/.  The  amount  of 
[  redeemed  was  1 23, }~6,000/,— Willi 
ttspect  to  the  Unfunded  U„U,  he  would 
fclfaw    the  same    cuuric,    comparing  the 


state  of  it  in  1805  and  iSOff.  On  the  Si 
Jan,  1805,  there  were  outstauding  exehi 
ouer  bills  to  Lhe  amount  of  25,253,500 
of  which  were  provided  for  12,388,400/ 
leaving  unprovided  for  12,865,100/,;  nav 
dubt  5,100,000/.  ;  treasury  bills  692,599/. 
barracks  1,567,000/.  Ordnance  expeoct 
and  arrears  of  civil  list,  making  a  total  r 
20,305,6867.  On  the5th  Jan.  18o6,theoui 
standing  exchequer  bills  were  27,180,4001 
Of  which, in  anticipation  of  aids  12, 180,400 
leaving  unprovided  for  15,000,000/. ;  nav 
debt  9,570,000/.;  treasury  bills  530,751/.' 
with  charges  for  barracks,  army  debt,  ord 
nance  charges,  mid  civil-list  arrears,  ma. 
king  a  total  of  23,168,747/.  Thus  then 
was  an  addition  to  the  unfunded  debt  o 
2,St»3,l6T/. — He  came  no*  to  the  Ways 
itud  Means  to  meet  this  amount  of  debt, 
which  he  had  thought  it  necessary  to  state 
thusfully  and  fairly,  in  order  that  the  public 
might  be  completely  aware  of  its  situation, 
and  that  it  might  be  prepared  to  make  the 
necessary  exertions.  The  firstof  these  waj 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  consisting  of  per- 
manenttaxes  to  the  amouut  of  33,035,501/. 
from  which  was  to  be  deducted  for  arrears 
of  assessed  taxes,  1 10,000/.  leaving  a  ba- 
lance of  32,985,501/.  The  charges  on  the 
consolidated  fund  were  the  charges  of  the 
public  debt,  amounting  to' 23,102,733/.  ; 
for  paving  off  the  five  per  cents. 4, 757, 518/. 
making  with  civil  list  arrears  of  958,000/. 
pensions  284,8667.  miscellaneous  services 
1,170,000/.  interest  of  the  imperial  loan 
497,473/.  and  other  lessor  items,  a  total 
oi'30,lS,S,000Z.  ;  from  which  after  deduct- 
430,000/.  for  lhe  purchase  of  the  legal 
quays,  there- remained  29.75S.000/.  charge- 
able on  the  consolidated  fund  :  so  that  on 
the  consolidated  fund  there-  was  an  excess 
of  charge  of  3,177,500/.  beyond  the  frfft- 
:diug  year.  This  state  of  the  cousolida- 
d  fund  he  wished  gentlemen  to  bear  in 
ind,  as  it  was  to  the  consolidated  fund 
lat  we  were  to  look  for  the  pavmeiu  of 
the  interest  of  the  public  debt. — But  he 
lied  them  also  to  attend  particularly  to 
the  state  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  it  was  to 
Wfi-were  to  look  for  the  extinction  of' 
thedebt.  In  the  year  ending  Feb.  1, 1B03, 
interest  redeemed  by  means  of  this  fund 
i  5,835,000/. ;  the  unredeemed  debt  was 
that  period  430,572,000/.  Thus  the 
proportion  of  the  sinking  fund  to  the  uure- 
leddebtwusasl  to82.  Id  the  year  en- 
ding Feb.  1,  1BG6,  there  bad  been  redeem- 
:d  7,566,539/, ;  the  unredeemed  debt  uu 
then  517,260j50O/.  making  the  proportion 
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•-•..•  Hid 

....    :c  was 
n:  ;  usitive 
..;::ts. — His 
..tiiueration  of 
rtM:   Uritain  in 


'Juiiin«  tiie  Joint  & 
•m l-» cr,  separate  charj 

■it.-  iCo&t-India  Com- 

,|,|.v."."    -     -     -     LOCH 
'i>.-.:aiin  is  of  several  yrs. 

landing.  A  Commis- 
sion had  been  appointed 
to  investigate  the  de- 
mand of  the  Company, 
in  1803;  a  million  was 
voted,  and  also  last  year, 
and  in  .Autumn,  it  wa« 
understood  by  the  Com- 
pany,  that  another  mil- 
lion would  tii is  year  be 
proposed  to  he  voted. 


.  „-»t':'ved,  to  make  Th«ire  is  also  a  deficiency 

..-/acquainted with  * *!»!*>  18°* a  -    -      340 

,■■,„„„._      tv,  Dltto»  ^  ays  and  Means 

;«e  country.     To-  Ofi805     -    -    -    -    1,707 

\.i.uilture,    1 4,377.513/.  Interest    on   Exchequer 


. .  •• 


.  .,r.l$3,ri{K)7.  Ordnance, 

several   other   charges, 

.  :::e  whole  to  43,(\90,413/.— 

.....\ii  the  debt,  the  means,  and  the 

v   .'  ...  i    i«i  the  year,   he  hoped   the 

• ,  .  >%    *.:  aii  the  necessary  previous  infor- 

, .  0:1  «*ih  regard  to  the  true  state  of  the 

..  ,;:.»i:v.    I  shall  now,  said  the  noble  lord, 

jt'cupiiulatt;  the  supplies   of  the   present 

svaw  eithw  already  voted  or  to  be  pro- 

^■i-Seii- 

SUPPLY. 
The  ir>i  l-.t'.id  then,  i3  the 
Viiy.  e\«hi>ivt-  U Sea Service      -  £.  I5/?Rl,00() 

» 11:1V 18,;>UO,000 

in  ii.  uicngh  !  Jtti  not  able  to  state 

*!c  ..uioun'.  *.  t'  the  junia  that  will 

r\.  .  njuircu  uii  this   head,   owing 

*■»  *\  o   :ir:ant*e!n*uts    not  be  in  2; 

1  cf  co:!ipic*ed ;   1  am  hnppy  to 

»u.;.<.  that  tluTe  is  every  reason 

«      d'ou-.  That  if  approved  by 

,:v    HiiH'  they  will  not  exceed 

f        -iiiin    i   have  stated,  or  the 

-.:  v>!;.i  of  the  l>timatt«j  on  the 

».  .-V  toted  for  a  limited  period  ; 

.:'  t.ic-y  should,  a  saving  may 

■»•.  v\;tvt'tl  mi  smile  other  head. 

v'  .  •  .t.vv-  -  r.:i.<rhnd,m- 

•  :,',.»iijf  Sea  Service  £.  3,P]  1,000 

•  •    »-^ 807,000 

-V  .ovcilaucous — Kngland  1,500,000 
Ireland  -   670,000 
O".  tM<  head  of expence,  however, 
«•  ''»h  mutt  appear  considerable, 
•:  •<  r..iht  to  Ntute,  that  there  are 
i-.-liid.-d  scleral  important  grants 
•■*.   w-:!r:iiplatinn — such  as    the 
!••  •iiM.Mi  tor  the  family  of  lord 
V  '.*  ■■!,  and  for  the  remuneration 
«      .»i'i-  Sen irit  u  ;    objerts,   which 
1  :;"i  »urc  will  be  a  sufficient  jr- 
'     .  .»imm   of   the   expeuce   t! 
■     y  ocv  anion. 


4,718,000 
5UT0,0Q0 


Bills    .....     jfooor 
It  may  be  proper  to  say 
a  fcw  worth  in  expla- 
nation of  that  article. 
It  arises  from  the  me- 
thod pursued  of  issuing 
Exchequer  Bills  bear- 
ing a  certain  interest. 
Ithas.not  hitherto  been 
usual  to  provide  the  in- 
terest at  the  time  the 
bills  are  voted,  but  it 
comes  iu'o  the  Supply 
of  the  following  year. 
It. ha*!  been  thought  ad- 
visable,    howcvcT,     to 
hriujr      fhat     exponee/ 
within   the   year,   ari.i 
provide  for  il  accord- 
ingly. 
There  is  called  for,  also,  A 
.sum  of/700,000.'.  lo  pay 
off  5  per  Outs,  of  1 797, 
and  in   October  next, 
500.000/.  more  will  be 
routed 1,000,1 

Total  Supplied 
Deduct  tor  Ireland  '«.'- 1 7ths 

of  43,06^.000/.  -  -  5,13V 
Also    2-I7ths    for    Civil  *" 

List  and  other  Charges     160/ 

Remains,  on  account  of  England 


ways  axd  mba 
The  noble  lord  said  he  wouj 
to  state  the  Ways  and  Meal 
place  there  were  the  Malt  afi 
tate  Duties  which  he  too*,  I 
then  the  Grants  of  the  Proi 
j  cap*-  **  oripr  to  the  war. 
*'  -     his  subject 

"he  house. 
Unuohl 
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clusively  to  England,  yet  it  was  thought 
proper  to  allow  two-seventeenths  to  Ireland. 
The  lottery  he  should  take  at  380,000/. ; 
the  surplus  of  the  Consolidated  .Fund  at 
3,500,000/.  The  War  Tax**  had  been 
taken  last  year  at  14,500,000/.  but  for  rea- 
sons he  should  explain,  he  should  take 
them  at  18,000,000/.  The  Ways  and 
Moans  would  stand  thus : 
Malt  aod  personal  Estate  Duties  -  X.2,750,000 
C rants  from  proceed*  of  Ships  cap- 
ture! prior  to  the  War  ....       1,000,000 

Lottery     - J3»0,000 

Surplus  Consolidated  Fund    to  5th 

April,  1807 3,500,000 

'War  Taxes  -     -     -    -     19,300,000 
JVduot  as  likely  to  be  out- 
standing at  Mb  Apr.,  1807  1,500,000—18,000,000 
18,000,000 


48,630,000 

The  loan  he  had  made  this  morning  was  for 
20,000,000/.  of  which  18,000,000/.  was 
for  England,  and  2,000,000/.  for  Ireland. 
The  terms  of  it  he  believed  bad  given  ge- 
neral satisfaction  ;  of  this  loan  no  less  a  sum 
than  5,800,000/.  was  to  supply  arrears  and 
deficiencies  of  last  year,  so  that  the  loan 
fur  the  current  year  was  only  12,000,000/, 
Tart  of  those  arrears  consisted  of  sub- 
sidies, with  respect  -to  which  it  would 
be  difficult  to  submit  any  estimate,  from 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  treaties 
were  made,  as  it  was  not  Ascertained  what 
sums  they  weuld  be  entitled  to  receive. 

For  the  East-India  Company  -  -.£.1,000,000 
Deficiency  of  tbr  Mnlt  T)nty       -     -  5*0,000 

Deficiency  of  Way*  and  Means  -  1,707,000 
Interest  of  Kxrhci|aer  Bills  -  -  -  1 ,000,000 
To  pay  off  arrears  of  5  per  Cents,  for 

1796    - 1,900,000 


had  been  the  effect  of  the  system  of  the 
war  taxes  last  war,  compared  with  the  pre- 
sent war.  On  the  5th  of  February,  1793, 
the  unredeemed  debt  was  226,989,000/. 
On  the  5th  of  February,  1  SOS,  480,572,000/. 
which  was  an  increase  in  the  ten  years  of 
253,583,000/.  making  an  average  increase 
in  each  year  of  25,358,333/.  This  fact 
would  enable  the  house  to  judge  of  the  ad* 
ditional  security  and  strength  the  country 
had  derived  from  having  had  recourse  t» 
such  a  system.  Feeling  the  propriety  of  it,  he 
should  proceed  to  state  the  mode  in  which 
he  meant  to  apply  it ;  and  first,  as  to  tht 
Property  Tax.  It  was  not  for  him  to  give 
his  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  such  a  tax  be* 
ing  originally  adopted,  but  he  had  a  right 
to  say,  that  compared  with  those  which  had 
preceded  it,  such  as  the  assessed  taxes,  it 
was  the  most  equal  arid  equitable  tax ;  but 
there  was  this  additional  reason  in  its  fa- 
vour, that  it  was  an  established  tax,  and,  con- 
sidering all  the  experience  the  house  had  hajtl 
of  the  difficulty  of  enforcing  a  system  of  di- 
rect taxation,  and  the  complex  machinery 
that  must  be  set  on  foot  to  give  it  effect* 
he  thought  no  apology  would  be  required 
for  making  use  of  the 

PROPERTY  TAX. 

This,  said  his  lordship,  I  propose  to  carry  at 
once  to  10  per  cent.  It  may  seem  paradoxi- 
cal to  say,  that  this  mode  of  increase  is  pre- 
ferable  to  one  more  gradual,  and  less  alarm- 
ing to  the  public.  Such,  however,  is  my  opi- 
nion. A  gradual  rise  would  have  led  to  the 
supposition  that  this  was  a  fund  to  be  drawn 
upon  to  an  indefinite  exteut,  but  being 
raised  at  once  to  its  natural  limit,  there  wiM 
be  less  suspicion  of  future  augmentation* 
Besides  the  addition  to  the  rate,  I  am  per- 


Making  in  the  whole    -----       5,'M7fO0() 

Having  stated  the  Ways  and  Means,  lie 

should  gosotnewhat  more  into  explanation. J suaded  that  considerable  addition  may  be 


First,  as  to  the  war  taxes,  he  held  docu- 
ments which  would  enable  him  to  state 
the  rise  and  prqgress  of  the  war  taxes.  The 
causes  of  that  rise  were  such  as  justified 
the  house  in  carrying  them  as  far  as  the 
patriotism  of  the  public  would  render  them 
productive.  In  17^8,  the  right  hon.  gent. 
who  had  preceded  him  in  office,  had  thought 
it  necessary  to  have  recourte  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  raising  a  considerable  part  of  the 
supplies  within  the  year.  It  was  needless 
to  go  through  the  various  modes  on  which 
this  principle  applied,  or  to  recall  the  ef- 
forts mademnder  the  name  of  the  Assessed 
Taxes,  Income  Tax,  or,  more  recently,  the 
Property  Tax.  But,  to  enable  the  house 
to  judge  of  the  general  expediency  of  con- 
tiirarag  those  efforts,  he  should  state  what 


made  to  the  produce  by  judicious  regula- 
tion. That  there  have  been  fraud  and  eva- 
sion in  the  payment,  cannot  be  doubted, 
and  the  mode  of  exemption  has  furnished 
the  greatest  facility  to  the  attempt.  But  not- 
withstanding the  diminution  of  the  produce 
through  that  cause,  I  should  have  been  sor- 
ry to  have  deprived  of  exemption  those 
who  have  a  fair  claim  to  it.  But,  still  ex- 
emption and  relief  will  be  extended  to 
those  who  mbst  stand  in  need  of  it,  while 
the  means  of  evasion  will  be  taken  away. 
The  classes  most  worthy  of  being  consider- 
ed, with  a  view"  to  relief,  are  small  trades- 
men aud  small  annuitants,  innvhose  favour 
some  provision  will  be  made.  It  is  propo- 
sed then  that  10  per  cent,  shall  be  paid  on 
all  property  above  5U/..ayear%  tmtwi  v**-* 
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duction  of  the  will  or  deed,  constituting 
the  annuity  and  demonstrating  the  claim  to 
exemption,  the  tax  office  will  be  authorised 
to  make  repayment.  The  farther  regula- 
tion of  that  part  of  the  plan  will  come  af- 
terwards to  be  considered,  but  the  object 
is  to  reserve  the  benefit  to  those  classes  I 
Lave  mentioned.  The  small  tradesmen  un- 
doubtedly are  least  the  objects  of  taxation, 
because  they  have  not  the  means  of  adding 
property  to  labour,  which  those  possessing 
property  can;  and  the  priuciple  will  be  to 
reach,  as  far  as  possible,  all  those  who  have 
property.  There  will  be  some  regulation 
respecting  hospitals  and  charitable  institu- 
tions. As  one  mode  of  rendering  the  tax 
more  productive,  1  am  happy  to  state,  that 
the  governors  and  directors  of  the  bank 
have  agreed  to  receive  the  duty  on  the  di- 
vidends at  the  bank.  Regulations  will  be 
adopted  to  facilitate  the  assessment,  and 
to  ease  the  labours  of  the  commissioners. 
For  this  purpose  it  is  proposed  to  empower 
the  commissioners,  to  make  an  assessment 
of  houses  and  land  for  two  years,  which 
will  save  them  some  trouble,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that  such  a  mode  will  be  equally  sa- 
tisfactory to  all.  The  sum  which  this  ad- 
dition will  produce  is  estimated  at  5  mil- 
lions* 

CUSTOMS  AND  EXCISE. 

Another  million  is  expected  from  the  Cus- 
toms and  Excise ;  and  this  source  will  be 
the  more  agreeable,  seeing  that  it  is  de- 
rived chiefly  from  the  enjoyments  of  the 
higher  classes.  It  is  proposed,  with  cer- 
tain modifications  and  exceptions,  to 
raise  the  war  duties  of  the  Customs 
from  one  fourth  to  one  third.  Tobac- 
co will  be  taxed  under  the  Excise.  Cer- 
tain woods  coming  under  this  branch 
are  to  be  exempted.  An  addition  will  be 
made  to  the  duty  on  sugar  of  5  shillings 
additional  per  cwt.  As  this  tax  has  conti- 
nued progressively  to  increase,  and  from 
its  bulk  and  perishable  nature  cannot  easily 
be  smuggled,  there  is  little  doubt  that  with 
the  addition  it  will  be  productive.  The 
Customs  then  I  take  at  700,000/.  Under 
the  Excise  an  additional  duty  on  tobacco, 
and  in  the  present  circumstances,  ~.d  c.:±- 
tribution  of  our  navy,  smuggling  Uiiig  less 
practicable,  it  will  continue  productive. 
This  will  be  300,000/. 
Total—Customs  and  Excise 

Prop».ty  Tax     -    -     - 


-    -    J. 


*         -         wiV\ 


©,000,1*00 


THE  LOAN 

Next  follows  th«  Loan  co- 


day,  which,  I  am  happy  to  say 
upon  terms  advantageous  to 
but  from  what  I  have  h6ard,  i 
cial  to  the  contractors.  The  ' 
For  every   100/.  advanced,   100  1 

per  cent,  consols  at  60£    -    - 
66  Three  per  cents.  Reduced  59f- 


Amount  of  Discount  on  prompt 
ment    -----     -    -    . 


So  that  the  Interest  paid  by  the  pi 

is  under  5  per  cent,  being  £A  1! 

To  cover  the  interest,  one  p« 

ing  fund,  charges,  &c.  on  thi 

of  1,136,000/.  is  to  be  provk 

propose  to  do  in  the  followin 

I  propose  to  render  the  Wine  Du 

isting,  permanent  and  applicabl 

wards  the  interest  of  the  Loan,  v 

will  give         ------ 

A  Duty  on  Pig  Iron  of  40^.  per 
This  tax  was  formerly  iu  centeu 
tion,  and  as  the  object  is  now  gr 
extended  in  use,  and  as  200,000 
was  the  quantity  then  manufact 
I  apprehend  that  the  quantity 
be  estimated  at  250,000  tons,  u 

at  40*.  will  be 

Upon  this  head  there  will  be  coa 
vailing  Duties  on  Foreign  Iron,  i 
fair  drawback  will  be  allowed, 
tax  will  be  under  the  Excise. 
The  third  object  rs,  a  Regulation  < 
Duties  on  Tea.    Formerly  it  wt 
tended,   for   the  relief  of  the  1 
classes,  that  no  tea  supposed  ' 
used  by  them  should  fall  undei 
tax.     But  the  fart  is,  either  tha 
lower  classes,  preferring  a  betti 
tide,  do  not  buy.  the  inferior  kii 
the  venders  mix  it,  >o  defrauding 
government  and  their  customers 
inferior  tea  is  not  sold.     The  E< 
z  a  tion  of  the  Duties  on  Tea  is  ex 
ed  to  produce      -     -     -     -    - 

Next  1  propose,  that,  as  there  is  a 
siderable   Tax    on    Auctions, 
should  be  a  Tax  on  Appraisem 
both  these  modes  being  adopt 
give  the  highest  value  that  ci 
procured  to  objects  sold.     I  est 
this  tax  at      ------ 

One -half  the  Duty  on  Auctions 

Total 
CIVIL  LIST. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  am 
make  a  few  observations  n 
expences  of  the  Civil  Lis! 
on  the  5th  of  January,  lSiJO, 
It  will  no l  be  necessarv 
:o  ceuil  to  the  house  the  • 
wr.icil  have  occasioned  thk 
will  be  satisfactorily  and  fi 
whenever  the  subject  comes  ] 
conci      ation.    As  far  as  I  s) 


writ*  to  bang  me  wfccie  nf  the  W>- 
Mkeer  cc*  new.  I  wifi  tmmnsa  so  tor 
1T11  Tin  T  J(j  ■■  i  i^  '  i  I      i        11    ii 


E  *£U  * 


MOW  OK 


-of  KhiiwMt  MfMMjtM  fcjnt;  bat, 

■  Id*  notttvaken,  In-Unoc  eon 
hem.    At  me  n 

111  of  m***?  by 

country,  ii  I  CO«U 

the?  «ifl  bvaannmH 

■  ;     htt id ■:<    tmW 


*"  1    «*  M«MM 

(be**   «nroo* 

( Inlaw!     670,000 


WttCfcatvt 

Enrlai*! 

iwl 

-.-;-.*  tVl-<0'\) 

rt  Fn*!*-L.H"*  «,vr-iri'F 

iB'Iu  C'tBp: 

HO 

■■ik  i-    Mali 

JJO.rCO 

KB 

HtPtiExcliiH 

1.00 

9  "*  ■"■■'■  !*r 

.April,  IW 

TOO,  WD 

i  10th  Oct. 

5011,000 

[,«W 

Totjl  Su 

5,»7,ff» 

-      iSjngfiQQ 

*,<m  accou 

t  ef  Icda 

On  iccount  of  England     - 
«. hi  account  of  Ire- 
■I.J-iTtr-.iftl.cauove 
»«f43,66!il(ii)0(.    -  5,137,538 
■*.»■*■>  S-17th-.  for 


60,000 


eoooar,  but  »bx*  I  may  venture  to  «■ 
mre  prominent  in  this.     I  fed  Oivsesf  Jt, 
lined  in  tt*t>e£,  thai  if  the  people  of  thi* 
country  would  have  borne  near  bunsene 


additional  motives  to  do  to— now  thai  «* 
are  placed  in  a  emu  ef  our  aJhira-aew 
that  by  tte  failure  of  our  bo  pes  tram  lha 
co-operation  of  allies  on  the  Continent, 

are  left  to  our  own  resources  and  to 
own  exertions,  lit  such  a  moment, 
the  people of  this  country  will  call  lurth  all 
their  energy,  and  IBM  themselves  eijuat 
to  any  dirheulties  with  which  they  may 
have  to  contend.  As  they  feci  too  that 
they  will  be  called  upon  to  bear  those  bur- 
thens only  so  long  as  the  war  is  necessary, 
,o  they  must  know  that  If  it  is  necessary 
the  contest  involves  in  it  every  thing  they 
hold  dear  as  individuals  mid  as  a  nation. 
They  will  bear  these  burthens  the  more 
cheerfully  too,  feeling  n  confidence  that 
what  they  contribute  will  be  Strictly  ap- 
plied and  economically  administered  to 
ihe  purposes  for  which  it  is  given.  They 
know  that  if  any  set  of  men  ever  note 
pledged  to  i 


present 


ami  il    tlicy  swerve 


from  that  pledge,  they  must  reiiru  from 
office,  carrying  with  them  their  own  con- 
demnation and  disgrace.  The  public,  bow- 
ever,  feel  this  confidence,  both  from  the 
character  of  the  present  ministers  and 
from  the  benefits  lately  derived  from  en* 
quiry,  particularly  from  the  labours  of  the 
il  commissioners.  These,  things  infuse 
couiidenci:  into  the  people,  and  they  will 
iupporl  ministers  in  the  economy  tlicy  wish 
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ta  practise.  In  the  office  I  have  the  Lonoi 
to  fill,  I  have  already  experienced  those 
advantages,  and  from  tlie  commission  of 
military  enquiry,  emulating  Ibe  conduct 
01  tlu  other  commission,  1  trust  that  far- 
ther benefits  will  be  obtained.  Confident 
I  am  that  ministers  will  be  desirous  to 
follow  up  the  plans  and  improvements 
which  these  enquiries  may  suggest.  In  the 
mean  time  1  »m  happy  to  say  that  steps 
<uu  taking  to  recover  the  sums  lo;t  to  the 
public  ay  malversations  in  the  West  Indies, 
wo  MMrn  are  adopted  tu  put  a  stop  lo 
thuso  scenes  of  fraud,  perjury,  and  pecu- 
lation, which  have  too  lung  prevailed. 
Ministers  are  doing,  and  will  do  their  duty 
with  that  armness,  by  which  alone  the  evils 
meant  to  be  corrected  can  be  Diet  and  sub- 
dued ;  aud  seeing  tliit,  the  people  will  be  si  ill 
farther  disposed  to  bear  their  burthens  with 
irawrfulMtti  aud  to  exert  that  fortitude  and 
courage  they  have  so  often- displayed.  If 
tlicr?  bn  any  thing  in  the  statements  I  have 
made,  in  which  I  feel  pride,  it  is  that  there 
1»  us  concealment  in  them.  The  notoriety 
and  .publicity  of  our  public  accounts  and 
fiuaocial  transactions  is  one  great  cause 
of  the  public  credit.  That  publicity  it 
shall  he  my  endeavour,  as  tar  as  mv  hum- 
ble effort*  can  gc,  to  promote.  It  is  re. 
corded  of  an  old  Roman  moralist,  that  he 
wished  to  build  his  house  in  such  a  maimer 
that  it  should  be  open  to  the  view  of  all, 
and  tliat  bis  conduct  might  be  liable  to  the 
inspect  ion  andceusureof  his  fellow-citizens. 
The  principle  of  this  wish  I  am  desirous  to 
mo  acted  upon  in- our  system  of  finance  ; 
and  to  extend  the  familiar  acquaintance  of 
the  public  with  subjects  of  that  sort,. shall 
be  oue  of  the  points  I  shall  keep  most- 
steadily  >»  view,  convinced  ibat  this  publi- 
city is  the  circumstance  most  calculated  to 
remedy  that  constitutional  evil  which  has 
been  thought  most  incident  to  the  increase 
of  our  public  burthens.  1  will  no  longer 
trespass  upon  the'  indulgence  of  the  com- 
mittee, but  shall  conclude  with  moving  the 
tirst  resolution. 

Mr.  Francis,  after  some  compliments  to 
the  noble  lord  (Henry  Petty),  and  acknow- 
ledgements of  the  industry  and  ability 
be  had  shewn,  and  the  perspicuity  with 
which  be  had  stated  a  detail  of  topic*  so 
intricate  aud  so  extensive,  fur  all  which 
he  gave  him  the  highest  credit,  proceeded, 
us  follows: — Mr.  Speaker;  ttiui* 
material  pussaj^s,  i.i  the  ew*11 
of  my- noble  friend',  on  wbie1 
(ran i  irom  uial.iiiii  a  feu  ver1 


on  the  first  with  great  satisfacl 
second,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  i 
gret.  I  hear  with  pleasure,  i 
tulate  the  house  on  ibe  ev 
noble  friend  has  found  met 
tbe  governors  and  directors  o 
England  to  receive  tbe  dot] 
dends  at  the  Dank.  Whethi 
be  done  by  deducting  the  a 
first  instance,  or  by  what  otl 
think  he  did  not  state. '  In  whs 
the  measure  may  be  executi 
i:c  has  a  full  ri^ht  to  take  pi 
for  it,  aud  to  state  that  it  u 
tax  more  productive,  as  I  h 
it  will  do  to  a  considerable 
regulation,  of  the  same  kind, 
cd  a  few  years  ago  without  s 
was  present  when  the  cban 
fxchenuer  informed  tbe  bo 
directors  of  tbe  bank,  after  1 
aiiau,  and  some  trial  too,  if) 
taken,  had  declared  that  tl 
not  be  executed ;  that  it  w 
their  accounts  and'  disorder 
aud  that,  in  short,  the  thing, 
cable,  was  impracticable.  ' 
overcoming  .these  dilUculties 
noble  lord,  and  the  value  of 
ment  enhanced  by  its  being, 
quite  unexpected. — The  othi 
which  I  must  advert,  docs  nc 
ter  fur  similar  satisfaction. 
sudden  slid  excessive  lucres 
come  Tax,  by  raising  it  afc 
cent.  I  am  afraid  he  will  fi 
culties  in  his  endeavours  to 
country  to  the  amount  of  I 
addition  lo  their  present  bur 
it  will  occasion  much  more 
siness,  if  not  universal  distre 
tent,  than  he  is  at  present  »■ 
it  will  be  matter  of  surprize 
if  the  argument  he  resorts 
of  this'  rapid  course  of  ta* 
satisfy  the  judgement  of  an 
kingdom,  even  among  those 
best  disposed  to  submit  lb 
My  noble  friend  justly  obsei 
"  may  seem  paradoxical  to 
"  mode  of  increase  is  pref 
"  more  gradual  and  less  at 
"  public."  Now  I  do  nut 
extraordinary  proposition  I 
though  it  cgjitradius  a  rec 
Bnt  thcu  tbe  evidence  o 
t  pertul  lor  11 
li.  it  srnns   t 
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as  the  proposition.    The  grievance  or  the 
burthen,  as  it  is  now  felt,  is  a  tax  of  five  or 
•ix-per  cent.,  and  the  best  way  to  cure  the 
disorder  or  to  silence  the  complaint,  is  to 
double  the  demand.    He  admits  thai  a  gra- 
dual increase  would  be  less  alarming  to 
the  public,  and  for  that  reason  he  reject* 
it ;  as  if  the  human  mind  were  so  consti- 
tuted that,  the  more  it  is  surprised,  the  less 
it  is  afflicted.     This  doctrine  is  new ;  but, 
I  confess,  that  the  novelty  does  not,  to 
my  apprehension,  at  all  lessen  the  grie- 
vance. '    My  noble  friend  alfirms,  that  "  a 
'*  gradual  rise  would  have  led  to  the  sup- 
"  position  that  this  was  a  fund  to  be  drawn 
"  upon  to  an  indefinite  extent;  but,  being 
"  raised  at  once  to  its  natural  limit,  there 
"  will  be  less  suspicion  of  future  augment- 
M  ation."    How  so }  Why  is  ten  per  cent, 
a  more  natural  limit  than  eleven ;  or  how 
does  one  violent  act  furnish  an  internal  se- 
curity against  others  of  the  same  quality  ? 
All  we  know  is  that  the  thing  done  is  a 
precedent,  and  that,  in  cases  of  this  na- 
ture, the  precedent  most  likely  to  be  fol- 
lowed is  that,  which  is  most  productive. 
Whether  the  increase  of  this  tax  proceeds 
gradatim  or  per  sat  turn,  whether  it  arrives  at 
its  natural  limit  by  slow  steps  or  hasty 
strides,  I  see  no  certainty  that  10  per  cent, 
will  be  the  final  extent  of  the  demand ; 
or  that,  in  a  few  years,  when  the  rapid 
principle  cannot  easily  or  safely  be  re- 
sorted to  again,  we  shall  not  be  invited  to 
revert  to  the  quiet  and  gentle  operation  of 
a  gradual  Increase.  .  As  to  any  security, 
provided  by  either  of  the  two  principles, 
agtinst  future  augmentation,  I  confess  1 
see  none.     I  throw  out  these  thoughts,  sir, 
very  hastily,  in  hopes  that  they  will  be  duly 
considered  by  the  noble  lord,  and  by  other 
gentlemen  more  conversant  in  the  subject 
than  I  am. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  thanked  the  hon.  gent, 
for  the  partiality  he  had  been  pleased  to  ex- 
press, aud  he  felt  it  his  duty,  in  answer  to 
.  that  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  gent,  respect- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  bank  directors,  to 
say,  that  the  directors  certainly  acknow- 
ledged an  application  made  to  them  by 
the  right  hon.  gent,  whom  he  had  the  ho- 
nour to  succeed,  to  induce  them  to  receive 
the  duties  upon  the  dividends  in  their 
hsids;  which  they  declined,  because  in 
the  situation  wherein  they  stood  they  had 
objections  very  natural  for  them  to  enter- 
tain; but,  in  answer  to  the  application 
lately  made  to  them,  they  candidly  stated, 
that  they  saw  to  much  evasion  and  un- 
Voi.  VI. 


fairness  practised,  thattbey  were  induced 
to  relinquish  *their  scruples,  and  to  agree 
to  receive  the  duties  payable  on  the  divi- 
dends in  their  hands.  With  respect  to  the 
other  poini,  namely,  the  increase  of  the 
Property  Tax  to  10  per  cent,  though  he 
regretted  tHe  disapprobation  of  the  hon. 
member,  yet  unon  the  bfst  consideration 
he  had  been  able  to  give  the  principle,  he 
must  still  thitik  it  an  eligible  one  ;  and  hail 
only  to  repeat  his  finite r  opinion,  that  fie 
thought  the  public  would  be  much  better 
pleased  with  an  incresise  of  the  tax,  to  that 
natural  point  beyond  uhich  it  was  not 
likely  to  be  extended,  than  by  a  gradual 
increase  year  after  year,  of  which  they 
could  reckon  upon  no  definite  limitation. 

Mr.  Rote  acknowledged  the  very  clear 
and  satisfactory  statement  brought  forward 
by  the  noble  lord,  and  said  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  oppose  his  taxes;  there  was 
but  one  of  them  to  which  he  had  any  spe- 
cial ground  of  objection:  and  had  the 
noble  lord  contented  himself  with  the  eu- 
logies he  chose  to  bestow  upon  himself  and 
his  friends,  he  should  not  have  risen  to  say 
a  single  word ;  but  in  answer  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  lord  towards  the 
latter  end  of  his  speech,  in  the  censure  he 
had  endeavoured  to  cast  upon  his  majes- 
ty's late  ministers,  for  a  system  of  fraud, 
perjury,  and  peculation,  which  he  alledged 
to  have  existed  in  the  West  Indies,  un- 
checked and  unpunished  by  those  minis- 
ters, as  if  suffered  to  continue  with  their 
privity  and  acquiescence,  he  must  beg  to 
be  indulged  in  a  short  reply.  It  h&d  hap- 
pened to  .himself,  whe^n  a  member  of  the 
late  administration,  to  have  been  the  first 
to  detect  those  frauds  and  peculations,  and 
he  lost  not  one  moment  in  the  Speediest 
endeavours  to  bring  the  perpetrators  to 
condign  punishment ;  as  could  be  proved 
by  the  evidence  on  the  table  of  that  house. 
He  had  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  special  commissioners,  who  were 
dispatched  to  the  West  Indies,  to  mdke 
strict  enquiry  into  those  frauds  and  abuses, 
in  order  to  the  punishment  of  the  offenders, 
and  to  the  attainment  of  restitution  for  th* 
public.  Those  commissioners  had  trans- 
mitted home  their  reports,  from  time  to 
time,  to  his  majesty's  government,  who  im- 
mediately committed  them  to  the  law  ad- 
visers of  the  crown,  in  order  to  the  spee- 
diest possible  institution  of  such  legal  pro- 
ceedings as  they  should  deem  most  expe- 
dient for  the  objects  in  view.  Why  they 
were  not  brought  to  justice,  it  was  not  for 
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him  to  account,  as  certainly  no  step  was 
omitted,  011   the  part  of  the  late  admi- 
nistration ;  his  bon.   and  learned  friends 
near  him  could  best  answer  on  that  point. 
The  noble  lord  had   also  bestowed  much 
panegyric  on  himself  and  his  colleagues, 
upon  the  ground  of  the  publicity  they  were 
determined  to  give   with   respect  to  the 
state  of  the  finances  and  expenditure  of 
the  country,  as  if  the  noble  lord  meant  to 
insinuate  that  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's 
late  ministers  had  been  exactly  the  reverse, 
or  that  the  noble  lord  and  his  colleagues 
introduced  under  this  profession,  any  thing 
new  into  the  management  of  the  public  ac- 
counts.    Now,  was  it  not  his  late  right 
bon*  friend,  now  lost,  and  so  jubtly   and 
universally  lamented  by  the  country,  that 
first  instituted  enquiry  into  the  public  ac- 
counts, and  probed  them  to  the  bottom  ? 
Was  it  not  under  his  auspices  that  those 
sources  of  publicity  were  established,   for 
which  the    noble  lord   now  took   credit 
to  himself  and  his  colleagues  ?     With  re- 
spect,  however,  to   the  frauds  which   had 
existed  in  the  West  Indies,  he  was  extreme- 
ly glad  to  hear  from  the  noble  lord,  that 
the  exertions  of  his* majesty's  late  minis- 
ters had  been  followed    up   to   bring  the 
perpetrators  to  justice,   and  he  seriously 
wished  the  endeavour  might  be  successful. 
As  he  was  up,  there  were  some  of  the  pro- 
posed taxes  which  called  for  some  obser- 
vation; the  merits  of  those  taxes  he  did 
not  now  mean  to  discuss.     The  tax  on 
irou,  for  instance,  would  affect  an  impor- 
tant branch  of  raw  materials  in  the  manu- 
factures of  the  country.     Was  the  noble 
lord  aware,  that  our  exports  in  the  manu- 
factures of  iron  had,  of  late  years,  fallen  oft 
nearly  one  half,  while  that  of  steel  and  the 
finer  species  had  dwindled  almost  to  no- 
thing ?     The  right  hon.  gent,  made  similar 
objections    to    the   Silk  duty.     Unless  a 
drawback    were   allowed,   a  considerable 
damp  must  be  cast  on  the  export  of  two 
most  important  manufactures. 

Lord  Henri/  Petty  observed,  that  if  the 
only  part  of  his  speech  to  which  the  right 
hon.  gent,  objected  was  that  in  which  he 
had  spoken  of  the  frauds  and  peculations 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  the  publicity  inten- 
ded to  be  observed  in  the  public  accounts, 
conceiving  him  on  tho^e  points  to  have  cast 
•■i  «*eu<ure  upon  his  majesty's  late  min:s;ers, 
he  be.--fd  leave  to  disclaim  anv  Mich  de- 
Mgu.  He  had  never  once  named  his  ma* 
ie>tv's  laie  minivers  ;:i  the  course  oi  hit 
"(ytjcu,  i:or^:u#uIa  ho  be  ui^postd  to  ipeak 


of  a  right  hon.  gent.,  now  no 
wise  than  with  respect.  Whei 
the  shameful  system  of  fraud 
and  perjury,  which  hadexiste< 
Indies,  he  spoke  of  it  only  ai 
the  perpetrators.  He  did  not 
majesty's  late  ministers  had  ti 
to  detect  or  to  punish  those  f 
stated,  they  were  still  in  cont 
still  uncorrected.  With  respe< 
duct  of  a  late  right  hen.  gent, 
he  had  said  this  night,  or  on 
casion,  could  be  fairly  constn 
from  his  merits;  on  the  cont 
him  every  credit  for  the  mea 
ted  by  him,  to  detect  and  p 
and  for  the  establishment  o 
fund.  The  noble  lord  added 
ly  eulogiuin  he  had  uttered,  « 
sing  his  determination  to  adh 
discharge  of  his  duty,  and  h 
that  the  public  held  couridei 
tentious  of  his  majesty's  pres 
which  they  were  determined 
their  conduct. 

Mr.  Hose  referred  the  nob 

act  of  parliament,  to  see  wl 

done  to  check  the  abuses  cor 

Lord  Henry  Patty  replied, 

ject  of  the  act  had  not  been 

JVlr.  Perceval  observed,  ths 

noble  lord   had   made  no 

against  his  majesty's  late  in 

was  in  the  tenour  of  his  sp 

broad  insinuation  against  t 

that  the  public  were  more 

an  increase  of  burthens  on  t 

casion  than  before ;  and  that 

transactions  in  the  West  Iud 

nued  by  something  like  negl 

nivauce :  and  the  noble  loi 

such  a  way,  as  he  must  feel  < 

answer.     With  respect  to  t 

subject,  he  was  ready  to  vouc 

inent  made  by  his  right  ho: 

was  extremely  glad  to  hear  : 

lord,  that  proceedings  had  ' 

to  bring  those  delinquents  t 

he  appreheuded,  from  the 

reports  he  had  seen,  it  woul 

ly  difiicult  sotto  do.   With 

other  parts  of  the  noble  lo 

he  agreed  with  the  bon.  men 

second  in  the  debate,  that  il 

satisfactory  to  the  house  ;  I 

some  parts  of  it,  on  which  h 

to  urge  auy  discussion  bo; 

barely  mention,  by 

j  claim  to  in 
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He  alluded  principally  to  the  manner  of 
proceeding  adopted  by  tlie  no!>le  lord,  in 
moving  the  whole  Ways  and  Means,  before 
the  estimates  were  before  tlie  house,  or 
the  supplies  tor  those  estimates  yet  voteri  ; 
particularly  the  items  of  tlie  Army  esti- 
mates. The  noble  lord  might  have  made 
himself,  by  this  time,  sutticiently  acquaint- 
ed with  the  subject,  by  commuui-catiug  with 
a  right  hon.  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham),  to  huve  satisfied  the  house.  Tile  es- 
timate*, when  they  should  eome  forward, 
he  hoped  would  be  satisfactory  ;  but  the 
circumstance  was  such  a  one  as  not  to  pass 
without  parliamentary  notice.  On  the  ar- 
rangement propm  t-d  in  tli>-  income-tax,  he 
feared  many  difficulties  would  arise,  ex- 
tremely embarrassing  and  unsadtlitctory  ; 
he  was  glad  to  find,  that,  in  one 
brought  now  again  to  that ; 
which  it  was  first  established  when  he 
the  honour  of  being  a  member  of  liii 
«ity'a  administration.  Upon  the  ap> 
isemenl  tax,  he  felt  that  great  am  I  une.v 
ted  difficulties  would  arise,  jvdgtng  I  rum 
experience  lie  had  had  of  the  In 
'  evasions  practised  under  the  auction 
which  were  of  the  grossest  nature,  ai: 
I  enormous  amount.  Nothing  w; 
common  than  for  the  proprietor  of  i 
estate  to  put  it  up  to  auction,  in  order  ' 
.ghest  bidder,  which  dun 
be  bought  in  the  estate  himself,  pro  farm 
and  afterwards  sold  it  by  private  contra 
to  the  hidder  before  mentioned,  and  th 
flttded  the  whole  of  the  duty. 

Lord  //.  Petty  repeated  the  statements 
hebetore  made  of  estimates  of  the  supply 
and  W  iys  and  Means,  to  shew  that  the  hit- 
ler did  not  exceed  tlie  former  in  the  pro. 
portion  mentioned  by  the  learned  gent 
Tnctax  upon  appraisements,  he  said,  wuuh 
itatnp  duty  ;  and,  he  admit 


if  the  a 


a  dutv 

i.     Th. 


tltv  (.f  great    cunsiti 

stance  of  tirst  setting  up  tilings  to  sale, 
tben  buying  them  in,  and  afterwards  dis- 
posing of  them  by  private  contract,  he  was 
MaiUe  of  being  a  great  source  of  frauds 
»pon  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Ptrctral  suggested,    as  one   remedy 
fertliis,    to  deprive  ihe  principal   of  all 
t|)ttto  become  himself  a  bidder,    lie  then 
■Wire  reverted  to  the  impropriety  of 
Ways  and  Means  beyond  the  supply, 
be  said,  was  repugnant  to  the  con- 
iciple  of  not  laying  unneces- 
ipon   the   people.    He   also 
as   toe  exchequer   bills 


present,  very  little  productive 
me,  the  tat  upon  them  should  1 
deducted,  at  the  bank,  in  the  same  man m 
[  on  stocks ;  which,  he  though 
mly  way  of  making  every  indiv 
dual  pay  his  just  proportion. 

Lord  H.  Petty,   in  reply  to  the  ennstik 

aial  objection  of  the  learned  gent.,  sai 

understood  i  lie  true  restraint  to  be,  the 

the  Ways  mid  Means  should  not  be  applie 

by   government   before   the  supplies   wer 

Mr.  Rune  contended  that  they  should  no 
i-en  be  proposed  to  tlie  house,  till  the  sup 
uliet  were  known. 

Mr.  Secretary  Pat  admitted  that  tin 
Ways  and  Means  ought  not  to  exceed  iht 
supply,  but  contended  that  the  object  wns 
to  prevent  government  from  raising  money 
by  Ways  mid  Means  till  the  bouse  had  an 
opportunity  of  recognizing  the  necessity  ol 
the  supply.  The  war  taxes,  m  had  beeu 
ited  by  the  noble  lord,  were  regularly 
ted  for  the  service  of  the  year.  The  sur- 
plus,  if  any,  might  be  properly  applied  to 
different  services;  for  instance,  to  the  sink- 
fund.  Hut  hit  noble  friend  would  take 
e  that  the  Ways  and  Means  should  not 
exceed  the  supplies  to  be  voted.  He  ad- 
mitted, however,  that  there  was  consider- 
able inconvenience  in  bringing  forward 
the  Ways  and  Means  before  the  esti- 
mates lor  the  army  were  regularly  before 
the  house,  and  it  was  one  which  ought  as 
much  as  possible  to  be  avoided.  But  the 
same  sort  of  inconvenience  was  felt  last 
year  in  the  vote  with  regard  to  the  subsi- 
dies, the  amount  of  which  depended  upon 
treaties  with  foreign  powers,  which  at  that 
time  were  not  in  great  forwardness.  But 
though  he  admitted  the  inconvenience,  he 
denied  that  there  was  any  thing  in  this  pro- 
ceeding which  counteracted  any  fixed  prin- 
ciple. The  inconvenience  of  delaying  the 
bringing  forward  of  the  budget  till  the  ar- 
my intimates  could  be  regularly  produced, 
would,  however,  have  beeu  greater  than  the 
one  under  which  they  at  present  laboured, 
and  government  had  only  the  choice  be- 
tween the  two.  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
voids  of  his  noble  friend  respecting  the 
frauds  and  abuses  in  the  West  Indies,  he 
must  say  that  he  was  taken  up  in  a  very 
hasty  manner.  He  had  heard  him  perfect- 
ly, but  had  no  idea  that  he  had.  brought 
any  charge  against  the  late  administration. 
He  had,  on  the  contrary,  praised  highly 
the  scheme  of  the  sinking  fund,  in.  which 
he  cordially  joined  him.     He  had  heard  no 
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him  10  ar  count,  at  certainly  on  iirp  wiu  1 

omitted,  on   the  part  tit    lbs   Urn  ■dai 

■ 

nutrition ;  hi«  bun. 

.-.ilia.     These 

near  him  could  bcit 

1'he  noble  lord    bail    ..i ■■                                                                      ice  ami  eupj 

pauegyn.-   on                                                                                  •     .edge,  and  he- 

upon  tbr  ground  of  il  i  ;  iri                                                        t  to  it,  which 

determine                                                                              -I'dple  that  couk 

ttate  of  the  limit!                                                             i  Hut  was,  thai  noei 

the  country.  «-.  .1                                                                             ,i  Men  ding  to,  a 
tnunuate t : . . ■                                                                   ut4  their  cause*, 

Ute  minuter*  hn  i                                                                 i  iu  mean*  of  con 

or  th»t    thi 

iring  the  public  with 

Inlroilui  ( 

;   .-hip.  that  their  mor 

new  mtu  the-  ::■--  ■  ci 

,    parts   expended;   which 

couuU.     V 
bon.  iriei 

i'  could  induce  them 

M  the  burthen*  *  hi 

uni«n»l| 

MH  W  impose  upon  tite.m 

l'u.1    il.MI 

Sir  t'kt/ri)  Oilibt   adverted 

.       ■ 

-  relative  to  the  West. 

W«f  it 

and  confirmed  the  statemeu 

. 

and  learned  friend   (Mr.   l\ 

taaajhfMMt- 

the  want  of  lags]  evidence 

.   1 

BtttM  why   tlie  offenders    h 

-•■. 

brajgbl  to  trial. 

', '  ."' ! 

Sir  WiUatm  Youg  said 

: !  .i- 

never  objected  ioji  colonial  t 

<  ..'.'iir  accepted. 

be  do  it  now.     He  only  j\m 

,.    it.   (!)  the 

noble  lord  right  as  to  a  fact. 

d  :.:,  ptiul 

that  till'  prices  of  sugar  at  prre 

i.-1-iei  ilion. 

out  m  the  conclusion  that  tli 

...   rtv,  he 

n  proper  subject  of  taxation 

'..     til..t    itUJ: 

nay,  Ironi  his  personal  knowli 

be  amount  nt 

owners  did   nol,  since   the  y 

kflM  -Juring  the  war, 

more  tlnni  two  thirds  oi  thi 

;. .     ||  aright  b* 

I  lies'  1'i.Lii  formerly  ifceived. 

•..a    -aid    by   hit   hori. 

not  I  lie  \ii>m.'.  market,  be  hop 

*iHi»<,lbat<Luerewa* 

per  drawback  would  be  allow 

....,'. 

miftht  at  leant  have  the  udvi 

.     IW    UMUf  be  certainly  thought 

foreign  iininKi'i. 

:-.    i'lr_ii-r-.:.!i|i-    lO  1-nl- 

Mr.  cTittafttDH  contended 

-     until,  i"  uufc  year,  and  )  1 

teiilion  had  been   paid   lo  ill 

..  ,      ■■;:.  nid, Mum,  which 

pMUaasB  tltt  West  Indies,  f 

i  1  .-.-.ill  to  a  roimUmt   -ui'iuiil 

when   they   had   been   di'tcol 

■  ■    cud  uoniiiilaif 

sorry  that  tin-  d eh  undents  1 

i  i  >n  be  liud  Elated  on  a  for- 

brought  to  condign  punishta 

■Lmnn  ■■•  '"  hia  git' iiL  objection   to 

Mii;uv,ing  to  tUa  peculiar cirt 

-.'.  iJf,jiKt'.     Gentlemen  now. 

the  ciisc,  and  not  to  any  wan 

-ajght  be  at  rest  upon  this  head. 
•  ud.   that  bis  noble  friend  bad 

on  the  part  of  the  laU-  govern 

abuses,  however,   had    been 

,-.-; ! ;  those  who  knew  him,  would 

and,  from  the  efforts   that  ha 

i-  DOitaifiwU  ol  his.  Hut  what 

there  were  at  that  a  great  ma 

.   ]  f    lie  stilled  ilial  every  means 

tainly  rhd   not  now  exist.     ] 

wuuM  t-'ii  wlopled  to  chaok   abuses,   not  in 

Jtfleu    tho   country  Upon    \\i<- 

-  1 1 ,.  ■  t  i  to  anything  that  bud  bean 

unmtttkulflji 

l. Hither  niiniatrv,   ■■ 

,  the  grounds  on  vhiefi  «j 

to  test  were,  ll-j 

nmioners  of  nKtnl    «■ 

Ml) 

Thit  v 
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™  was  to  raise  the  Ways  and 

much  as  possible,  in  such  a  way 

il  the  supplies,  and  keep  down 

lv  possible  the  loans,  which  were 

g  1  infracted.    He  was  happy 

luse,  from  some  things 

ird   out  of  doors,  and 

ncct,  the  friends'of 

ODsiderabfe  degree 

;•:  (!,.:i,  Averted  to  the 

few,  and  contended 

KCODiit  uf  services  for 

■  :  '.  been  made  by  par- 

Tbis  he  did  in  order  to  shew 

eueased  friend  had  not  prepared 

its  with  that  negligence  and  want 

Mhich    might,    perhaps,   have 

in  ibuiLfi  lo  him,  by  those  who  might 

few  had  no  opportunity  of  knowing  any 

tlaqjt  nf  the  matter,  eicepl  from  the  state- 

PUI  of  the  noble  lord.     He  concluded  by 

expressing  his  approbation  of  the  manner 

is  which  the  budget  had   upon  the  whole 

ken  proposed. 

Mr.  I'ansiUart  admitted  that  it  would, 

doubt,  be  exiremelv  improper  to  bring 

ard  the  WavsanJ  Means,  unless  those 

brought  it  forward  had  some  idea  of 

tie  expence  of  the  military  depart- 

was  likely  to  be.      He  by  means 

'   with   the   lion.  gem.  who  had  just 

hi  down,  that  the  surplus  of  the 

teed   fund  was   under-rated,  and   denied 

the  criteria  upon  which  the  hon.  e< 

estimate  was  founded  ;  but  yet  he  would, 

of  course,   be   happy  il   tile   result   should 

■{pear  to  justify  the  hon.  gent.': 

Bans.     The  right  lion.  gent,  look 

in  alluding  to  the  war  taxes,  to  slate  that 

the  country   was    indebted    to   his   noble 

fold  (lord  Sidmouth)  for  the  origination 

Jtfluat  system,  from  which  such  salutary 

•forts  were  found  lo  spring,  and  the  prin- 

dple  of  which  now  met  the  universal  con- 

iarrence  of  parliament  and  the  country. 

Mr.  S.  Bourne  alledgeil,  that  so  far  from 
werlookiug  the  frauds  committed  in  tlit 
Vest  Indies,  the  late  board  of  treasurj 
Ward  several  orders  for  the  prosecutiu: 
tall  persons  concerned  in  such  frauds: 
Md  absolutely  referred  the  case  to  tin 
(Wpirollers  of  the  navy,  with  directions 
proper  measures  to  guard  against 
Incurrence.      He  had   ah 

lately  after  the  report  of  the 

the  subject  of  these  fraud: 

referred,  with    a  simila 

for  the  future,  to  the 

'  lg  public  accounts. 


So  that  nothing  was  left  undone  by  the  lat> 
board  of  treasury,  to  punish  the  agents 
and  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  evi 
mplained  of. 

Lord  Temple  thought  it  his  duty  to  state, 
that  he  knew  of  his  own  knowledge,  that 
steps  were  taken  by  the  late  ministry  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  frauds  com- 
'  '  1  the  West  Indies.  These  fraud* 
consisted  of  extravagant  premiums  011  ex- 
change,ami  false  vouchers;  and  sucbabusea 
"'  i,  he  knew,  still  continue  to  exist. 

Mr.  Htukisson  could  not  well  conceive 
how  the  noble  lord  should  undertake  to 
speak  so  confidently  as  to  the  pioceetlinga 
of  the  board  of  treasury.  But  if  those 
who  had  the  opportunity  would  look  more 
attentively  into  ihe  records  of  that  board,  it 
Id  be  seen  that  no  means  were  neglect- 
ed, that  promised  to  put  a  stop  lo  the  frauds 
alluded  to.  The  fact  was,  that  in  conse- 
if  an  order  from  the  late  board  of 
treasury,  a  person  was  now  under  prose- 
1  the  court  of  exchequer,  for  per- 
mitting the  continuance  of  the  abuse  which 
gave  room  for  these  frauds,  although  the 
character  of  this  individual  for  integrity 
by  110  means  implicated.  But,  inde- 
pendently of  the  orders  for  prosecution, 
arrangements  were  made  in  the  West  Irv- 
"'1  respect  to  the  drawing  of  bills 
ngland,  which  were  particularly- 
calculated  to  guard  against  every  fraud 
upon  the  subject  of  exchange. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  had  the  noble  lord 
taken  the  trouble  to  examine  the  records 
contained  in  his  office,  he  would  have 
found  that  steps  had  been  taken  for  cor- 
recting the  evil  iu  question. 

Mr.  Perceval  said,  that  whatever  steps 
might  have  been  formerly  taken  for  the 
removal  of  the  evil,  yet  new  culprits  migri.t 
arise,  whose  cases  might  require  the  appli- 
cation of  additional  remedies. 

Mr.  Fox  complaiued,  that  after  tbs 
abuses  had  been  known  to  exist  for  five 
years,  no  general  plan  had  been  devised 
tor  preventing  their  recurrence,  and  that 
matters  had  remained  in  precisely  tha 
same  state,  as  when  they  were  first  dis- 
covered. 

Mr.  Long  begged  to  know,  how  the 
sum  of  00,0007.  payable  aa  interest  on  the 
loan  from  the  bank,  was  to  be  provided 
for? 

Lord  H,  Petty  answered,  by  exchequer 
bills. — The  several  resolutions  were  then 
agreed  to,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  received  to-morrow. 
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':'f.Mf>*'- . 
i'//T.T    ?<j. 

>..  :ii--2iu;*i  T';m  the  I^rrf* 

.•r    .<,„.-.:,      .*:  ■his'/  :-:»"i5hips 

_  ■•:■;    .      H    '  :  M:!!  •)•»**  £:•  .h^iser 

1         r,f      •  -'''ih"^-    I1     \  hill 

■•  . '-.i..     ..  ;  **•:.:  "■  ?j**i.  .:r.z  zl..  a.nd  the 
!"  iL.y.  ,.-. -ii'.cii    Jill.   w::'.iout  any 
.    ....      ,        r*r.r.t::-   v;.i  =.?veral  private 
..■?. —  _      ..-.  .::'jC:«. i;  j;"\Ir.  Fycell,  theac- 
,-...::  .;  '\>...  ::;::.•, -.fcii  :r.:o  Great  Britain 
■^  .:  Jjvl';  ■:    e  printed. — On  the  motion 
:!   .-:  "!■•:■.;■  ".■*,  :  he  he  use  resolved  itself 
...     .       .i:i::::tee  on  the  British   Fishery 
..!!,   !r.-.:  '.  're-.-.*i.ry   Bills  bill,  and  the  re- 
•    .:     .^  .  .i-.r.  :  :o  fce   received  on  Mon- 
..*    — Mr.  VV'::  .>,am  gave  notice  that  he 
»•  -:J.r.    ;.  \*  :c:-. ?diV  bring  forward  his  mo- 
:.. :;  !«>r  ->.-  ,e:ter  cekuce  of  the  country, 
•or  :"^o  -.-rciit^-t:'.  n  of  which  some  "en tit- 
z\»:..     t  Vjl'  o::K?r  side  had  so  prematurely 
niti.::  tested    su.'Ii    inips-.tiencc. —  Mr.     W. 
W-.iMie  rresen led  abstracts  of  the  Subdi- 
vision Rolls  under  the  Levy  en  Masse  act. 
He  stated,  that  in  1803,  the  proper  returns 
hau  be*n  made  for  only  seven  counties ; 
ui)>i  :n    1S0+  for  only  three  counties ;  but 
letters  had  been  written  to  the  lords  lieute- 
nants of  those  deficient,  requiring  returns 
to  be  prepared. — The  Attorney  General 
fcrcught  up  the  report  of  the.  committee, 
appointed  to  search  the  lords'  journals,  to 
learn  the  proceedings  of  their  lordships  in 
the  case  of  the  Declaratory  Witnesses'  bill 
and  the  Witnesses'  Indemnity  bill,  which 
was  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

[Budget.]  Mr«  Van&;ttart  moved  for 
a  return  of  the  amount  of  the  balances  re- 
maining in  the  exchequer,  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  several  treasurers  of  the  army,  navy, 
and  ordnance,  in  the  year  ending  the  5th 
of  Jan.  1805,  and  which  were  allotted  to 
pay  off  sums  voted  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1804. 

Mr.  Long  observed  that  when  the  ac- 
count just  moved  for  should  be  brought 
forwaid,  it  would  appear  that  the  statement 
which  the  noble  lord  had  madeyesterday  was 
quite  erroneous.     The  noble  lord  had  sta- 
ted that  5  million  of  the  late  loan  was  to 
h*»  avip'i*  "  to  the  discharge  of  the  last  year's 
.invar*  ;  thus  citing  a  reflection  upon  the 
iiid^t.  *:i!    and  tinancial  calculation  of  his 
r"  hr  \uv\.  fiiend  (Mr.  Pitt).    Bat  it  would  ! 
l\ ■  -ivn.  lV\\\    V.::1    arrears   alluded  ro^.tre! 
v^t  iV*»e-  of    !."ot   ye':r    irt.TeI}\    br.t    »»»■  ! 
■x.V.-:);}!.it:on  of  s-nvni!  ye:!-.*.      I:  wo-.'  !,  ; 
v  unr.^c  'vcoil^ctcl  i —■'.!!  vh'>  \"i-»'i!*-i 


■■>!•■ 

•  •    ■  9  ^ 


rears  had  accrued  almost  eve 
provided  for  from  the  Ways  « 
the  preceding  year.  The  baiar 
venue  of  the  last  year  were,  1 
more  thnn  sufficient  to  cover 
cics  complained  of  as  arising 
Thus  much  he  thought  it  no 
in  vindication  of  the  conduc 
of  his  illustrious  friend,  tht 
predecessor. 

Mr.  Vannittart  maintained 
friend  had  not  described  th< 
ded  to  by  the  right  hon.  gen 
the  last  year ;  but  on  the  coi 
result   of  several   vears.      ( 

ml 

amounting  tb  more  than  5  in: 

Mr.  Canning  took  fire  attr 
of  the  remarks,  which  were  rr 
bv  the  noble  lord   the   cha 
exchequer.     At  the  time  hi 
he  was  surprised,   but  since 
had  recourse  to  the  proper 
formation,  and  had  If  arned 
yet   to  be  received  were  mc 
cient  to  meet  the  expenditur 
Therefore  assets  remained 
debts.     Such  being  the  fact, 
help  complaining  of  the  unfa 
flections  which  the  statemen 
noble  lord  was  calculated  to 
regard  to  the  conduct  and  cl 
lamented  friend  (Mr.  Pitt). 

Lord  Ttruple  observed  u 
hon.  gent/s  angry  solicitud 
injurious  allusion  to  the  re 
late  friend,  for  whom  ther 
who  felt  quite  as  warm  ar 
attachment  as  that  right  ht 
could  pretend  to.  However 
hon.  gentleman  professed  to 
umbrage  at  any  reflection 
hon.  friend,  because  he  was 
was  rather  strange  that  I 
tempt  to  throw  out  reflect 
noble  friend  (lord  Henry  Pe 
absent. 

Mr.  Canning  replied,  that 
be  deterred  from  commentir. 
ments  of  the  noble  lord,  wl 
per  opportunity  occurred ; 
thought  his  absence  extra* 
the  house  were  about  to  g 
mittee  of  Supply, 

The   house  then   resolve 
committee  of  Supply ;  and 
*.l*e    re*1 'lutings  respecting 
M«"»ans  hr\v.£  brought  up,  ani 
lution  r^ad, 

Vr  ti'-Oiikt  rose  to  state, 


MM 
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feel   ii  his  duty  to  oppose  the  udditio 
UX  wo  Sugar. 

Mr.   frauds   also  said,   that  he   shot 
tike  uti  opportunity    to  stale    some  obj- 
hous  to    th«  resolutions  generally,  and 
particular  to  that  which  went  to  make  such 
u  increase  on  the  Property  Tax. 
Mr.    Babiugtuti  said,   lliat  he  could  not 
approve   of   Liking  away   the   exemption 
'     tLfi  Property  Tax.     He  should  uls< 
ie  noble  lord,  whether  lie   meant  ti 
comprise  military  officers,  clergy  with  smai 

1,  and  those  who  had  only  a  life  iu 

i  mi  estate,  under  the  operation  o 
eTu! 

Mr.  Rose  thought,  that  as  the  noble  lord 
bad  expressed  a  wisb  that  ttie  consideration 
at  the  Recoluiions  should  be  postponed, 
it  would  be  but  fair  at  present,  to  ab- 
4D  irom  any  discussion  of  them  till  Mon- 
y,  when  it  could  be  entered  in  at  full 
length  and  with  every  advantage. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  expressed  himself 
iged  to  the  right  boo,  gent,  who  had 
ike  last  ;  but  while  he  was  up,  he  would 
t  the  opportunity  of  replying  to 
;«ion    that  had    been  put  ;   that  it 

o  exempt  military  officers  and 
men  of  small  incomes,  though  tn 
who  had  only  a  lile  interest  in  the 
■ty.— The  several  resolutions  beh 
Rati,  the  farther  consideration  of  them  w; 
pustponed  till  Monday. 


KOI  hE    01'    Loaoa. 

Mmdmj,  Man/,  3  1 . 
[Mi  xuies.]  rl  he  royal  assent  was  s 
ivtuniinissiou  to  the  two  Exchequer, 
till  thefelous'Tratisporttitiaii  hill,  audio 
*Ttral  other  public  and  private  liills.  The 
lamajissioneis  were,  the  lord  chance" 
l-rd  Auckland,  lord  Walsiiigham.— Lord 
Bienville  rose  and  moved  (he  order  of  the 
.J*jr  lur  taking  into  consideration  his  mu- 
fHy  i  most  gnu";  iu  us  mesdiiy,  recommeud- 
a%  the  conferring  some  signal  mark  of  fa- 
Wur  on  sir  J.  T.  Duckworth,  fur  the  late 
important  seiviec  performed  by  him  to 
Ute  country.  His  lordship  observed,  that 
feting  so  recently  had  an  occasion  to  di- 
,»ct  the  attention  and  admiration  of  the 
■suse  to  those  glorious  and  useful  services, 
i*»hould  not  vainly  attempt  to  amplify  by 
■vrd*  what  must  be  so  gratefully  felt  by 
lordships,  and  by  the  country  at  large, 
abeuld  thereture  content  himself  with 
tbat  an  humble  address  be  pre- 
bis  majesty,  assuring  bis  inajes- 
tb*t  bouse  would  cheerfully  attend 


and  give  etfect  to  his  majesty's  most  gra- 
cious recommendation.  The  motion  vim 
agreed  to,  iieni.  dtsi. 

^  [MiurW  Establishments.]  Earl 
Camden  rose  to  move  ail  address  to  his  ma- 
jesty, praying  lor  the  production  of  certain 
paper*.  They  were  of  two  descriptions; 
one  alluded  to  the  Additional  Force  bill, 
and  to  the  number  of  men  raised  under  its 
operation  iu  each  county  aud  parish;  the 
other  referred  to  the  general  recruiting 
service  for  the  different  corps  of  which  the 
army  was  composed.  lie  should  uot  aovi 
enquire,  for  he  could  not  expect  an  answer 
to  such  a  question,  whether  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  his  majesty's  ministers  to  repeal 
tbatbil!.  He  hud  no  wish  whatever  to  pro- 
voke or  anticipate  any  discussion  respecting 
the  plan  tbat  was  hi  preparation  for  impro- 
ving and  strengthening  our  military  system : 
the  chief  object  of  the  motion  with  wkiuli. 
he  should  conclude,  was  to  collect  and 
have  in  readiness  before  the  house  such  in- 
formation as  was  likely  to  bear  upon  (ho 
important  question  that  wassoou  expected 
to  engage  their  lordships'  attention,  He 
did  not  foresee  any  objection  to  what  he 
should  have  the  honour  to  propose  ;  but 
if  there  was  any,  be  should  be  ready  to 
couch  his  oiotiuu  in  what  less  objection- 
able terms  his  majesty's  ministers  should 
think    proper   lo    suggest.       His    lordship 


humble  at 
ty,  prsyii 

give 


11  tba 


ess  be  presented  to  his  rmije*- 
that  he  would  be  pleased  to 
ms  that  there  be  laid  before 
the  house  a  Return  ot  the  number  of  men 
raised  in  each  county  and  parish,  con- 
formably tothe  prousiuusol'theAdditioiial 
Force  bill." 

Lord  G rati i! !e  said,  be  should  have  no. 
objection  to  the  motion,  provided  it  was 
understood  that  the  return  moved  for  pot 
inly  contained  the  number  of  men  raited 
>y  the  provisions  of  rlie  bill  iu  question, 
bet  also   a  description   or   explanation  ol 
the  particular   uinuner  iu  which   they  hud 
raised  iu  each  parish.     That  was  the 
deration  which  iu  Ms    mind  wuuiii 
principally  hear  upon  the  plan  that  was  tp 
be  brought  forward,  the  particulars  ofwhifh. 
he  expected  would  be  known  before  foily- 
iglit  hours    had    elapsed.     Much    irnp;;- 
euce  had  been  expressed  at  the  delay  that 
id  accrued  in  bringing  forward  that  men- 
ire  ;   but  it  should  be  recollected  how  es- 
sential it  was  both  to  the  military  service, 
id  to  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
country,  that  nothing  crude  and  tmptrfo^t 
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should  foe  hastily  thrast  forward,  but  that 
leisure,  thought,  and  consultation,  should 
be  employed  in  digesting  a  system  that 
should  fairly  promise  to  answer  its  object, 
and  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  case ;  coii- 
sidering  the  motion  in  the  point  of  view  in 
which  he  had  placed  it,  there  should  be  no 
opposition  to  it  on  his  part. 

Earl  Camden  had  no  desire  but  to  ob- 
tain such  information,  as  was  likely  tovbe 
useful  in  the  discussion  that  was  so  soon 
to  claim  their  lordships'  attention ;  and  he 
willingly  consented  it  should  be  under- 
stood, that  when  the  return  was  made,  it 
should  be  looked  upon  not  only  as  indica- 
tive of  the  number  of  men  raised,  but  also 
of  the  particular  manner  in  which  they  had 
been  raised. — The  motion  was  then  put 
and  agreed  to.  The  noble  earl  next  moved, 
a  similar  address  for  the  production  of 
several  other  papers  relative  to  the  general 
recruiting  of  the  Army,  which  motion  was 
also  agreed  to. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  said,  that  he  should 
nave  to  trouble  the  house  with  a  few  mo- 
tions, which,  in  his  opinion,  would  follow 
up  and  tend  to  give  a  more  comprehensive 
effect  to  the  motions  which  had  just  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  house  by  his  noble  friend. 
The  object  of  them  was,  first,  to  obtain  a 
return  of  the  number  to  which  the  Volun- 
teer Force  of  England  and  Ireland  amount- 
ed, in  the  year  1804;  and  of  the  number 
that  had  been  certified  to  be  effectual. 
He  should  wish  a  similar  return  to  be  made 
of  the  state  of  the  Volunteer  Force  for  the 
year  1805.  It  must  be  obvious  that  the 
end  he  had  in  view,  was  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther that  force  had  diminished  or  increas- 
ed ;  and  bow  far  it  .might  be  relied  upon 
to  fo/m  a  part  of  our  military  system  and 
means  of  defence.  He  was  not  aware  that 
there  could  be  any  objections  to  these  mo- 
tions, but  if  there  was,  he  should  be  ready 
to  adopt  any  other  less  objectionable  mode 
of  framing  them,  which  any  noble  lord 
would  take  the  trouble  to  suggest. 

Lord  Grtnville  felt  no  desire  to  object  to 
the  motions ;  thdtfgh,  as  they  now  stood 
worded,  he  did  not  well  conceive-  how  a 
satisfactory  return  could  be  made  in  con- 
sequence of  them.  Much  would  turn  on 
the  word  "  effective  ;**  and  a  return  in  that 
view  by  the  Inspecting  Officer.  The  vo- 
lunteer force  should  hot  be  considered  in 
the  same  light,  or  under  the  same  regula- 
tions as  our  regular  force.  He  himself, 
was  an  officer  of  Volunteers,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  parliament ;  but  in  neither  capacity 


did  he  know,  that  the  efficiency  of  a  w 
luuteer  corps  depended  upon  the  return 
of  an  Inspecting  Officer.  In  the  parliamen- 
tary sense  of  the  word  "  efficient,"  'as  ap^ 
plied  to  a  volunteer,  all  those  were  'effi* 
cient,  who  had  attended  the  nember  of 
days  prescribed  by  the  act  of  parliament} 
whether  among  those  days  of  attendance 
was  the  day  of  inspection  or  not.    The 
Inspecting    Officer  had  no  authority  to 
compel  the  Volunteers  of  any  corps  to  at* 
tend  on  such  days,  and  it  might  happen; 
that  fewer  attended  on  the  day  of  inspec* 
tion  than  on  ordinary  days.  -Besides  there 
were  many  reasons  and    circumstances, 
which  when  duly  weighed,  would,  he  was 
sure,  dissuade  the  noble  lord  from  pressing 
his  motion* in  these  words;  for  it  would 
be  imposssible  for  any  Inspecting  Officer 
to  make  any  return  respecting  the  greater 
or  less  number  of  efficient  men,  otherwise 
than  by  giving  his  opinion  that  such  a  par- 
ticular corps  was  better  disciplined  than 
another.    The  noble  lord  would  also  re**  . 
collect  that  the  Irish  Volunteer  Systftth 
was  very  different  in  its  formation  froin 
that  which  prevailed  in  Great  Britain.  *To 
make  the  same  order  for  both  must  there- 
fore be  productive  of  confusion,  and  rendef 
it  impossible  to  make  any  satisfactory  re- 
turn.   He  hoped,  therefore,  the  noble  lord 
would  so  word  his  motion,  as  to  include 
only  Great  Britain,  and  to  omit  the  return 
by  the  Inspecting  Officer. 

The  Earl  of  Roslyn  observed,  that  there 
might  be  such  an  infinite  variety  of  shades 
of  difference  between  the  greater  or  less 
degree  of  perfection  in  discipline  in. this  or 
that  Volunteer  Corps,  that  it  would  be  ut- 
terly impossible  to  make  any  •  general  re- 
turn according  to  the  word  *  efficient/'  in 
the  sense  in  which  he  supposed  the  noble 
lord  to  understand  it. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  could  see  no  difficulty  in 
making  the  return,  but  he  was  still  willing 
to  adopt  the  amendment  suggested,  to  omit 
Ireland,  and  to  move  only  for  the  amount 
of  the  number  of  volunteers  during  the 
years  he  had  mentioned,  stating  also  the 
number  that  had  been  returned  as  efficient. 
—The  question  was  then  put  on  the  mo^ 
tions  so  amended,  and  agreed  to.  • 

[Colonial  Intercourse  with  Ame- 
rica,] Lord  Holland,  after  Bdvertiog  to 
the  intention  of  a  noble  lord,  below 
him,  to  bring  in  a  bill  relative  to  this  sub- 
ject, made  some  observations  with  respect 
to  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the 
subject,  of  which  it  formed  a  part.    Hf  ftl* 
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luded  to  the  opinions  he  had  thrown 
last  session  upon  the  particular  topic  to! 
which  las  noble  friend's  hill  proposed  to! 
refer,  and  expressed  his  opinion, 'that  fur-, 
titer  documents  were  necessary  to  b 
the  true  state  of  the  subject  before  the 
bouse.  His  lordship  concluded  by  mo- 
ving for  a  variety  of  accounts  of  that  de- 
smption,  as,  the  number  of  British  ships, 
the   tonnage    thereof,  and  the  number  oil 

fen,  en^a^ed  in  the  trade  between  Greai, 
ritatn  and  the  West  Indies,  &c.  from  tbn 
rear  1".<W  to  JS04,  inclusive ;  aud  several! 
other  documents ;  which,  after  a  few1 
words  from  lord  Sheffield,  were  ordered  to 
be  L* id  before  the  house. 

Lord  .■iii>Uavd  then  rose  i  make  his 
promised  motion,  which  he  prefaced  by 
entering  into  several  details.  By  tiie  ua'i 
vJMtion  acts  of  Charles  II.  and  William 
III.  all  trade  jo  the  British  Colonies  in 
foreign  bottoms  was,  he  said,  prohibited, 
evident  that  the  vessels  of  the  Uui-, 
ted  Stales  of  America  were  foreign  bottoms, 
and  therefore  came  under  the  prohibitory 
clauses  of  these  acts.  From  the  peace  of 
1783  to  J?88  they  were  precisely  in  this 
tttuation.  Ii<  the  latter  year  a  legislative 
as  resorted  to  upon  the  subject. 


plied  with  provisions.  From  the  na 
nl  their  cultivation  they  could  only  gro 
very  small  part  of  the  provisions  necesi 
lor  their  subsistence.  He  was  not  dispi 
to  quarrel  with  the  United  Stales  of  A 
rica  fpr  supplying  the  West-India  tali 
with  those  articles;  on  the  contrary,  he 
disposed  to  think  it  an  advantageous 
tercourse.  If  the.islands  were  left  to 
pt'ud  upon  this  country  for  a  suppl 
provisions,  it  must  necessarily,  in  tiln 
war,  be  precarious,  whilst  in  the  evet 
scarcity,  ships  sailing  from  this  cou 
would,  of  course,  go  to  those  islands  wl 
they  expected  to  get  the  highest  pr 
and  probably  pass  those  which  were  ] 
in  want.  A  regular  supply  of  provii 
to  our  West-India  islands  could  on!, 
ensured  to  them  from  America,  and 
opinion  was,  that  the  enactment  of 
laws  ought  not  to  be  followed  up  with 
view  of  preventing  the  Americana  I 
deriving  an  advantage  from  the  intercoi 
The  neutral  bottoms  of  the  A  inert 
were  of  use  to  us  in  time  of  war  .  the 
vantage  was  mutual.  The  United  S 
of  America  had  grown  with  our  gro 
and  strengthened  with  our  strength, 
batl  contributed  much  to  the  increase  o 
which  had  aris 
■f  prosperity, 


illy 


Indies  r- 

neci'ssity 

-.    ,-.J      ..-:,. 

si.-u   to   import 

provisions 

and  lumber  fr> 

0  America  ant 

every    j-CI 

r   a  bill  was  pas 

cd  to  indemnify 

•erued   in   a-.iws 

ig  or  exercising 

this    rucas 

law.       It 

appened,  ''owes 

■r,  that  in  1801 

owing  to  the  confusion  arising  from  the 
change  of  Administration,  a  bill  of  this 
description  was  omitted  to  be  brought  for- 
ward, and  the  subject  had  escaped  atten- 
tion until  the  present  time,  when,  on  turn, 
iug  to  its  consideration,  he  found  this  to 
be  the  stateof  the  case.  It  became,  there. 
fore,  necessary  lo  indemnify  four  arlminist 
UationS  including  that  now  in  office,  for 
having  thus  acted  contrary  to  law  since  (he 
year  1S01,  as  well  as  the  governors  of  the 
West-India  Islands  ;  this  was  the  object  of 
the  bill,  which  it  was  his  intention  to  in- 
troduce, and  which,  he  laid  no  doubt,  would 
be  supported  by  all  those  noble  lords  who 
bad  formed  a  part  of  Li.*:  lour  administra- 
tions lo  which  In- had  alluded.  With  re- 
spect to  the  subji-cl  itself,  it  was  certainly 
of  the  greatest  importance  that  our  West- 
India  Colonies  should   be   regularly  sup- 


ofpe 


n  appeared  from  official  documents,  the 
value  of  the  exports  from  this  count 
British  manufactures,  which  on  the  avi 
ol  the  live  years,  ending  in  179:'>  amor 
to  15,400,001)/.  amounted,  on  the  i 
age  of  the  five  years  ending  in  ISO; 
C3,(ioo,00Oi.  He  thought  it  would  b 
visable  to  introduce  some  regulatioi 
order  that  the  intercourse  between 
West-India  colonies  and  America,  n 
he  placed  upon  a  more  certain  foo 
this  might  be  effected  by  auihoruiu 
governors  to  issue  proclamations 
time  to  time,  allowing  the-  import 
fro«(  America,  each  proclamation  to 
force  for  six  mouths,  which  would  ei 
a  more  regular  supply,  there  being  a 
laiuty  that  no  interruption  would 
place  daring  that  period.  H,is  maji 
late  ministers,  to  whom,  in  this  mst 
he  did  pot  mean  tn  impute  the  least  bl 
had  sent  out  a  circular  letter  to  th 
vernors  in  the  West  Indies,  requiring 
not  to  grant  a  permission  for  import 
from  America,  on  light  and  trivial  grot 
Some  of  them  look  an  alarm,  aud 

Qq 
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6tup  to  the  importation  altogether,  which 
had  the  effect  of  enormously  raising  the 
price  of  provisions.  |t  was,  however,  til 
that  the  intercourse,  which  was  necessary, 
at  least  in  time  of  war,  to  the  comfort  ana 
well  beiug  of  our  West-India  colonies, 
should  be  regulated  by  an  act  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  that  the  governors  of  our  islands 
should  not  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
continually  aciiug  in  violation  of  the  law, 
or  ministers  at  home,  of  continually  ad- 
vising S'.ch  violations.  He  concluded  bv 
presenting  a  bill  to  indemnify  all  persons 
concerned  in  advising  or  ordering  mea- 
sures for  importing  cmain  articles  into 
the  West-India  islands  from  America,  in 
A n, ei  lean  vessels  ;  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Tiic  Duke  of  Montrose  concurred  with 
much  of  what  had  been  said  by  the  noble 
lord,  lie  thought,  however,  that  with 
Jhe  aid  of  convoys,  the  West  Indies  might, 
even  in  lime  of  war,  be  supplied  from  this 
country  ;  but  admitted  that  a  supply  so 
sent  would  be  precarious.  In  time  of 
peace,  however,  the  question  assumed  a 
lur  ciiffereut  shape,  as  he  conceived  there 
w  »s  no  doubt  that  our  West-India  islands 
could  then  be  su pplied  regularly  from  this 
Country*  He  objected  to  the  trade  between 
America  and  the  West  Indies  on  account 
pf  its  giving  rise  to  smuggling  to  a  great 
extent,  and  of  its  enabling  the  Americans 
to  import  into  our  colonies  the  produce  of 
the  East  Indies  at  a  low  rate,  thereby  ex- 
cluding the  merchants  of  this  country  from 
a  beneficial  source  of  trade.  When  he 
heard  the  noble  lord  speak  of  the  advanta- 
ge* of  neutral  bottoms,  he  hoped  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  had  not  formed  a  similar 
opinion  with  respect  to  the  trade  carried 
on  bv  America  between  the  enemy's  colo- 
nics ai.-l  the  mother  country.  The  con- 
iiuiiig  our  \V«  st-India  islands  to  procure 
a  su}  ply  of  provisions  by  means  of  British 
\es .Os  in  time  of  peace,  would  be  the 
in*  ans  of  employing  a  great  number  of 
l;ritish  .seamen,  wmlst  it  would  prove  a  be- 
nefit kli  ?(  urce  of  commerce  to  this  coun- 
tr,  tLe  udvauUi:'  s  of  winch  ouidit  not 
lighii\  to  be  »i\i  i!  u;>. 

J ..(  id  SiitjUcld  o'-.'k  ived,  he  was  pot  pre- 
pared, at  i  resent,  uot  being  exactly  aware 
of  the  hue  ol  argument,  and  calculation, 
which  the  noble  li>rd  intended  to  go  into; 
Otherwist  ,  he  thought  he  eould  controvert 
a  gr«..it  deal  of  what  the  noble  lord  had  ad- 
yunced. 

Lord  Holland  deprecated  our  entering 


into  any  war  of  regulations  with  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  respecting  an  inter- 
course which  tended  to  mutual  advantage. 
He  could  not  conceive  that  the  confining 
our  West-India  islands  to  a  supply  in  Bri- 
tish vessels  would  be  of  that  advantage 
to  this  country  which  the  noble  duke  hud 
stated  ;  the  seamen  employed  in  such  a 
trade  were  not  of  that  description  to  be 
useful  to  this  country,  neither  would  bull- 
ding  ships  here  for  the  purpose  of  sending 
to  America  to  purchase  provisions  to  carry 
to  the  West  Indies  repay  the  expence. 
He  trusted  that  parliament  would  never 
again  try  the  experiment  which  was  pro- 
ductive of  so  much  misery  to  our  West- 
India  colonies,  in  the  period  from  17#4 
to  1786",  when  their  supply  from  America 
was  cut  off,  and  in  consequence  of  which, 
iu  Jamacia  alone,  15,000  negroes  died, 
from  the  famine  which  that  regulation  pro- 
duced. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  contended,  that 
in  time  of  peace  an  exclusive  trade  to  our 
West-India  islands,  in  British  vessels,  would 
be  the  means  of  employing  a  great  number 
of  our  seamen,  who  would  otherwise  be 
unemployed. 

Lord  Grcnville  observed,  that  the  ques- 
tion as  to  what  might  or  might  not  be  po- 
litic or  expedient,  with  respect  to  the  trade 
to  our  West-India  islands  in  time  of  peace, 
was  wholly  foreign  to  the  question  now  he- 
fore  the  house.  Whatever  opinion  might 
be  entertained  on  the  former  pomt,  it  was 
clear  that  in  time  of  war,  a  necessity  exist- 
ed for  allowing  the  Americans  to  supply 
our  West-India  islands  with  provisions;  at 
all  events,  he  was  not  disposed  to  hazard 
a  speculation  of  confining  the  source  of 
supply  of  British  vessels,  when  the  subsis- 
tence of  near  a  million  of  persons  inhabit- 
ing a  most  important  part  of  the  British 
empire  was  at  stake.  He  suggested  that  it 
would  be  most  expedient  to  adopt  a  legis- 
lative regulation,  which  might  be  done  by 
a  clause  in  the  present  bill,  authorising  hi3 
nmjesty  in  council,  to  direct  his  majesty's 
governors  in  the  West  Indies  to  issue  pro- 
clamations from  time  to  time,  each  procla- 
mation to  be  in  force  for  six  months,  allow- 
ing the  importation  of  provisions  and  lum- 
ber in  American  vessels.  He  was  decided- 
ly of  opinion  that  some  legislative  regula- 
tion ought  to  be  enacted  upon  the  subject, 
and  that  the  system  of  continually  viola- 
ting the  law  and  passing  bills  of  indemnity, 
ought  not  to  be  continued. 

Lord  Auckland,  in  farther  explanation, 
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observed,  a  clause  may  easily  lie  introdu 
ced  in  the  committee,  to  the  effect  intima- 
ted by his  noble  friend ;  iind  in  consequent! 
of  an  observation  of  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
ti-use, said  it  was  bis  intention  to  propose 
lu  have  llie  bill  printed.— The  bill 
then  rend  a  first  time,  mid  ordered  to  be 
prm  ltd. 


Monday,  March  31. 
[Minutes.]  Sir  John  Newport  took 
tlie  oaths  and  his  seat  for  the  city  of  U'a 
tcrtord. — Mr.  Matthews  presented  a  peti 
tion  from  the  debtors  confined  in  the  couu 
■v  g*°I  o!  Waterlord  praying  for  relief. — 
The  20  million  loan  bill  was  read  a  first 
time. — Mr.  Hawthorne  brought  up  the  re- 
port of  the  British  fishery  continuation  bill, 
which  was  agreed  to. — Mr.  Hawthorne 
brought  up  also  the  report  of  the  Irish 
Treasury  Rills  bill,  which  was  agreed  to. — 
Mr.  Brooke,  after  stating  the  object  of  a 
rnotion  of  which  be  had  given  notice,  for 
the  protection  of  our  colonial  produce,  by 
increasing  the  consumption  of  Rums,  in- 
stead of  foreign  brandies,  an  the  royal 
twvy,  and  having  slated  that  the  consump- 
tion of  foreign  brandy  in  the  navy  last  year 
'  was  625,000  gallons,  whereas  that  of  rum 
was  only  '220,000,  and  that  this  difference 


Thomas  formed  depots  in  the  West  Ind 
Irom  which  uur  enmities  could  be  supp] 
with  os  many  negroes  as  they  wanted,  1 
which  were  now  brought  there  priiicip; 
by  British  subjects  ami  British  ships.  Vr 
these  depots,  Cuba,  St.  Domingo,  .Ma 
uique,  and  Guadaloupe,  and  many  pt 
of  the  continent  of  Spanish  America,  w 
supplied  ;  and  when  it  was  conMt!  tr#d  1 
those  colonies  were  not  only  the  soukcs 
their  prosperity,  but  that  ihey  were  a 
the  foundation  of  their  maritime  UTkTPJ 
and  power,  it  would  appear  contrary 
uud  policy  that  we  should  aflbrd  th 
e  means  of  rivalling  our  colonies,  and 
attaining  a  high  degree  of  commercial  p 
sperity.  The  possession  of  St.  Dumil: 
alone  was,  in  this  point  of  view,  of  in£ 
lable  value  to  France  before  the  revul 
lion.  It  employed  a  prodigious  number 
ships,  and  formed  a  number  ol  scnrie 
Of  the  settlements  that  had  eumeinto  0 
possession  since  the  commencement  of  I 
some  came  by  right  of  conquest,  a 
therefore  while  they  remained  in  our  pi 
sssion,  his  majesty  had  Undoubtedly  t 
ight  of  legislating  lor  them.  Tb.  rewe 
others  which  were  ceded  by  capitubtui 
terms  of  which  necessarily  restrict 
right  of  legislation.      His  majesty  hi 
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Lgainst  the  policy  of  this  country,  ill 
great  importations  of  slaves  should  tai 
place  in  settlements  which  pel  baps  111  i ^ 
ue  restored  at  the  conclusion  of  peac 
lie  therefore  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
bill,  to  carry  into  effect  his  maj.'s  proch 
tnatioti  of  the  13lh  of  August,  1S04,  t> 
preventing  llie  importation  of  African  m 
groes  by  British  subjects  or  British  shippii 
into  tlie  colonies  conquered  by,  or  cede 
In  us  in  lite  course  of  the  war. 

The  Speaker  suggested  to  the  right  hoi 

gent.,  that  in  point  of  lorn:,   it  was  area 

sary   that    a   copy    of    that    proclaroalio 

should  be  lirst  laid  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Fox  seemed  to  consider,  thut  a  pre 

lamatioii  of  his  majesty  ill  council  inigl. 
be  taken  notice  of  by  tlie  noose  without 
copy. 

Mr.  Perceval  said,  that  this  was  a  pre 
clamatiun  not  binding  on  all  his  majesty' 
subjects,  and  therefore  it  could  not  be  take 
lotice  of  by  the  house,  unless  a  copy  wtr 
aid  before  them.    Ik  suggested  to  the  lean; 

d  gent,  that  it  would  be  the  better  wj; 
0  withdraw  In*  motion  for  tbe  pre&eui 
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tax,  and  that  the  other  should  escape  it. 
I  know  very  well  that  every  man  is  bound 
by  law  to  include  this  sort  of  properly  in 
the  return  of  his  income  ;  and  1  say,  that 
for  obvious,  reasons,  you  ought  not  to  de- 
pend on  the  fidelity  of  such  returns,  espe- 
cially in  a  case  where  the  intention  of  the 
law  may  be  too  easily  evaded.  In  the 
funded  property  you  do  not  rely  on  that 
sort  of  evidence.  My  noble  friend  has 
made  au  arrangement,  greatly  to  his  credit, 
"with  the  governors  of  the  bank,  by  which 
the  tax  on  all  that  income  is  secured.  If  it 
be  said  that  the  tax  will  lower  the  market- 
able value  of  such  securities ;  my  answer 
is,  what  then  ?  The  law  gives  no  exemp- 
tion to  the  income  from  that  source,  any 
more  than  to  the  three  per  cent,  annuities. 
Undoubtedly  the  value  of  all  capital,  where- 
ever  it  be  vested,  rises  or  falls  with  the 
interest  it  produces.  In  the  case  of  the 
funded  stock  this  consideration  is  not  re- 
garded. But  exchequer  bills  and  navy 
bills  have  a  marketable  value,  independent 
of  the  interest,  which  arises,  from  the  faci- 
lity of  transfer  from  hand  to  hand,  and 
from  other  conveniencies  in  the  daily  use 
of  them,  to  which  the  funded  stock  is  not 
so  readily  applicable.  I  believe  then  that 
the  tax  would  not  affect  the  price,  or  very 
slightly,  if  at  all,  unless  indeed  you  reckon 
the  facility  of  evading  the  contribution, 
as  an  addition  to  the  value.  But,  were  it 
otherwise,  it  is  enough  for  my  purpose 
that  the  law  does  not  acknowledge  the  dis- 
tinction. The  law  itself,  whatever  be  the 
practice  of  the  executive  power,  does  not 
favour  the  unfunded  at  the  expence  of  the 
funded  debt.  In  whatever  degree  the  for- 
mer escapes,  it  is  a  fraud  or  an  injury  to 
the  public  revenue,  and  an  injustice  to  him, 
who  honestly  pays  his  share  of  that  reve- 
nue. It  will  strengthen  my  argument  and 
help  you  to  a  clear  view  of  the  abuse,  if  I 
at  ate  a  fact  in  point,  though  it  makes 
against  myself.  In  drawing  up  the  last 
return  of  my  property,  I  forgot  I  had  two 
exchequer,  bills  of  100/.  each,  which  had 
lain  a  long  time  at  my  banker's.  No- 
body ever  asked  me  for  the  tax  on  the 
interest  of  these  bills.  The  consequence 
is  that  I  am  undesignedly  a  defaulter  to 
government  to  the  amount  of  so  many 
shillings.  The  instance  is  inconsiderable, 
but  it  proves  the  proposition.  If  a  hun- 
dred pound  can  escape  in  this  manner,  why 
not  a  million?  The  remedy  is  obvious 
and  easy.  These  bills  ate  paid  off  at  sta- 
ted periods.     When  they  are  so  paid,  where 


would  be  the  difficulty  of  dedu 
amount  of  the  tax  from  the  int 
due  ?     I  see   none.     I  shall  no« 
sir,  to  a  more  general  considerati 
state  of  the  country,   with  regi 
surviving  powers  and  resources, 
rison    with    the    demands,   wh 
means  are  to  provide  for.     A  fev 
my  noble  friend  was  censured,  v« 
ly  as  I  thought,  for  holding  out 
view  or  a  desponding  language  oi 
ject.     I  do  not  recollect  that  he 
thing,  that  was  fairly  liable  to  tin 
observation;  but,  whether  he  did 
or  even  admitting  that  he  did  n 
or  encourage  those  sanguine  hop 
are  entertained  or  professed  by 
say  that,  without  suffering  our  m 
governed  by  exaggerated  hope* 
we  ought  to  know  the  truth  of 
tion.     Without  that  knowledge, 
confide  or  you  may  despond  j  bt 
neither  meet  your  difficulties  f 
safely  or  honestly  disregard  the; 
at  the  state  of  the  country,  I  saj 
its  collective   burthens,  direct 
rect.     A  careless  conclusion, 
apparent  wealth  of  the  capital  l 
of  the  community,   is  of  all  th 
most  avoided,  because  it  leads 
worst  and  most  dangerous  errc 
mean,  which  begins  with  enorru 
tice,  and  may  end  in  irretrievabl 
this  great  city,  I  doubt  not,  then 
and  means,  by  which  a  multituc 
vidualsand  some  great  corporati 
they  pay   with  one  hand,  may 
themselves  with  the  other,  an< 
their  income  whole  again,     fiu 
not  be  the  case  in  the  country, 
generally  in  the  cities.    On  this 
and  not  without  the  most  atten: 
cation  of  my  thoughts  to  the  subj 
taken  my  resolution  not  to  ex; 
taxes  proposed  to  answer  the 
the  new  loan,  but  to  oppose  them 
principle  I  act  on  exempts  me  fn 
ring  into  their  specific  merits.     . 
every  one  of  them  to  be  unexci 
as  a  tax,  I  object  to  them  in  the  n 
there  ought  to  be  no  new  taxes,  c 
of  the  loan  for  the  present  yea 
are  stated  at  1,136,000/.  and,  as 
to  me,  are  to  Jbe  added  to  the  prt 
lerable  taxation  of  the  kingdom  ^ 
absolute  and  irresistible  necessi 
alone  could  justify  such  a  me* 
my  opinion  we  are  not  driven  to  f 
mity.    If  we  are,  prove  the  nee* 
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which  I  believe  the  noble  lord  and  I  are 
rtot  likely  10  disagree  ;  I  mean  in  the  mode, 
of  collecting  this  tax.  He  says,  that  "  it  is 
"  proposed  that  10  percent,  shrill  be  paid 
'*  od  all  property  above  SOl.  a  year  ;  but, 
"  on  production  of  the  will  or  deed,cotj- 
"  stitutiug  tlie  annuity  and  demonstrating 
"  the  claim  to  exemption,  the  tax  office 
*V  will  be  authorised  to  make  repayment1." 
Against  this  provision  of  the  bill,  on  its 

; iqrifl  Old  on  all  itseflfccts,  1'am  bound' 

by  my  opinion  to  protest  without  reserve, 
HMI  the  noble  lord  to  reconsider 
it.     In  some  senses  it  increases  Hie  bur- 
then on  the  lowest  class  of  annuitants,  who, 
on   the  professed  principle   of  the  clause. 
ought   to   be   exempted.     It  says  to  the 
patty,   who  ought  not  to   pay  at  all,   pay 
your    ten  per  cent,  first,  and  recover  it  at- 
»r**rds.     In  the  first  place,  1  do  not  be- 
lieve it  possible    that  any  person,  whohas 
willing    to  live   on  but  the  annuity  de- 
scribed in  the  clause,  can  make  the  depo- 
With  an   income   of  one    hundred' 
pounds  a  year,  for  example,  1  ask  is  it  pos- 
r  any  man,  with  or  without  Ttfairlily, 
iown  ten  pounds  at  once,  Or  even 
r  two  hiilf  yearly  payments?    He  has  it 
o  t ;  and,  if  he  complies  with  the  demand, 
ie  most  borrow'  the  money.    Rot-  granting 
flim  to  be  able  to  make  the  deposit,  what 
right   have    you    to  drive  him  to   that  dis- 
tress,   if   lie    be  the  person   you   describe, 
and   who   is   entitled    to   the   exemption  } 
Then  what  is  the  remedy  you  provide  fur 
fnm:      Why,   after  paving  the  full  amount 
of  the  tax.  he  may  recover  it  from   the  tax 
office  ;   that  is.  lie  mu^t  bpg:n  with  parting 
with  a  sum,  nhich  you  confess  von  have  no 
right  to,  snieeyou  promise  to  restore  ir, 
»iit!   litigate  for  it  ufterwards  with  the  col. 
lectors  of  the  revenue.     This.  I  conceive, 
is  equivalent  to  a  new  tax.     The  annuitant 
in  question  is  tafcfn   from   his  occupation 
or  his  lahour,  and  loses  some  portion  of  the 
very  income  vou  are  endeavouring  to  bring 
wiltnn  the    reach  of  the  tax,   while   he 
travelling  fiom  his  honip  md  attending 
*  tax  office  to  establish  hi:  claim  and  to  re- 
•over  the   sura,  which  you  have  unjustly 
forced  him  to  deposit.  I  l.now,  by  experi- 
ence, and  so  do  we  all,  what  the  nnavotd* 
■Me  delavs  and  inconveniences  of  such 
course  of  preceding  are,  and  muft  be.     [n 
the  case  of  snr-chai-jet  for  example,  I  as- 
sure tbe  bouse  that,  notwithstanding  the 
(est  disposition  and   the  greatest  JM-doStrj 
on  tbe  pan  of  the  comniis*inner*,  th:t-ots- 
Ue  and  relation  of  going   rereral  miles. 


■ 


after  day,  with  attendance,  ire.  » 
such  that,  in  some  instances,  of  no  j»i 
amount  in'deed,  I  have  abandoned 
fclaim,  rather  than  be  plagued  with 
jLrouble   of  asserting  it.      Yet  uobodv 

fault ;  nor  do  1  know  how  the  difflc 
could  be  avoided.  Then  cornea  anm 
iind,  as  1  imagine,  a  fatal  objection,  « 
;to  the  remedy  proposed.  If  the  tax-o1 
in  every  iounty  and  city  is  liahle  to  rofi 
they  must  be  intrusted  with  a  perpetual 
posit  of  public  monev  to  answer  the  cla 
ofexVtUption.asfastas  they  are  establish 
■which,  I  conctive,  would  be  a  practice 
safe  for  the  public,  and  contrary  to 
principles,  on  which  the  cnllection  of 
!  made  and  secured.  The  po 
[left  with  each  tax-office,  to  favour  or  to 
[courage  every  question  of  exemption 
tcoroes  before  them,  deserves  to  be  serio 
weighed  ;  considering  that  the  unavoid. 
delays,  incident  to  the  recovery  of  a 
otrcf  ;.::;■.■!.  *; tended'  with  waste  of  time 
hindrance  of  business  or  loss  of  latV 
are  equivalent  to  a  new  tax,  in  the  fori 
a  burthen,  and  must  tend  -to  harass 
distress  EEM  onrries,  and,  in  some  cases 
haps,  drive  ihctn  to  gire  Up  the  object 
ther  than  pursue  tlie  process. — The  i 
object,  or  rather  omission,  which  1  Ha> 
to  tbe  house,  is  objectionable 
very  diiferent   ground   from  that,  wbi 

I  :  stated.  In  that,  the  tax 
exacted  from  parties,  who  were  entitle 
exemption.  In  this,  a  great  mass  of; 
peny,  which  ought  to  pay,  does  or  may 
cape  totally  from  the  tax.  I  mean 
hole  amount  of  the  floating  s*curitfi 
nvernment, commonly  called  the  unfiit 
debt,  on  which  the  proprietors  receive 
terest  from  the  public,  just  as  much,  if 
■a ther  more  than  anv  other  holder 
;t0Ck.  Tins  pro  per  lv,  I  believe,  may 
tend  to  a  capital  of  25  millions,  mot 
Tlie  exact  amount  is  not  maferi 
tbe  argument;  except  to  shew  whal 
enormous  low  may  be  suffered  by  the  j 
lie,  if  the  tax  on  the  income  of  such  a 
pital  amounting  to  1,250,000?.  should 
be  duly  collected.  Is  it  meant  that 
species  of  property  should  be  eXero 
from  tbe  tax  >  If  it  be,  declare  it,  and ; 
your  reasons  for  the  exemption,  f 
blish,  "rf  yoa  can,  a  rational  disliuctior 
t^een  the  p-jbltc  creditor,  whose  ca 
is  funded,  acd  him,  whose  capital  fc 
(nffiUd.  Otherwise  H  is.  a  palpable  i 
tRtdfctton  W  j't!t.-e  and  caramon  St 
that  one  of  (h.  >e  parties  iltuuld  f ay 
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nothing  but  a  failure  in  the  stamina.    When- 
ever it  bursts,  you  may  possibly  be  relieved, 
but  it  is  full  as  likely  you  may  expire.  Now 
.compare  the  evidence  with  the  allegation. 
Jo  .this, metropolis,  I  know   tbat  there  did 
never  exist  such  a  scene  of  expence  and 
luxury,  aud  of  unbounded  dissipation  ol 
fortune,   as   London   exhibits.     If  extra- 
vagance and  profusion  are  proofs  of  wealth, 
we  need  not  look  further.     The  proof  is> 
.equal. to  the  proposition ,  and  exceeds  it. 
.Reflecting  men,  I  believe,  will  not  trust 
.-implicitly  to  these  appearances.     In  fact, 
they  caii  only  be  accounted  for  by  a  glut 
of  factitious  riches.     No  man  wastes  area! 
.property  at  this  rale.     No  man  parts  .with 
,guld  and  silver  with  the  same  facility,  with 
-which  he  squanders  a  mere  paper  security, 
.which  he  knows  he  cannot  change   into 
specie.    The  circulation  of  this  paper  how- 
.  ever,  as  long  as  it  lasts,  gives  life  and  activi- 
ty to.  all  the  means  of  immediate  enjoyment. 
It  is  true.  They,  who  are  satisfied  with,  the 
present,  are  not  likely  to  consider  the  con- 
sequence.    Others  perhaps  may  submit  to 
be  better  taught  by  experience.    The  his- 
tory of  France :  furnishes  an  example   in 
i  point,  on  a.gveat  but  still  on  a  very  inferior 
tftcale.     There  never  was  a  period  of  .such 
.-extravagant  expence  and  riotous  profusion 
in, Paris,  .as  an  the  days  that  preceded  the 
la  11  of  the  royal  bank  in  1/19.  France  was 
.deluged  with  paper  as  we  are.     Suddeuly 
.the. credit  of  the  bank  failecL    Down  went 
.jthe  paper,  down  went  Paris,   and   down 
went  France  *.  in  time  however,  that  great 
kingdom  revived  and  rose  out  of  its  allies, 
because    it   had     resources  within    itself, 
.which  could  not  be  annihilated.     But  our 
situation,  it  6eems,  on  the  whole  ib  pro- 
sperous.   Wo.are  overwhelmed  with  paper. 
There  is  no  6pecie  in  circulation.   Does  any 
gentleman  here  receive  a  guinea  in  a  thou- 
sand pounds  in  the  collection  of  his  rents  r 
.If  you  sell  your  bouse  or  your  estate,  in 


■i   ^ 


*  "  My  intention  is,  to  prove  that  an  ill-con- 
*•  certed  system  of  credit  may  bring  ruin  on  a  na- 
"  tion,  although  frnud  be  out  of  the  question  :  and, 
"  ifanation.be  plunged  into  all  the  calamities, 
"  which  a  public  bankruptcy  can  occasion,  it  U 
"  but  a  small  consolation  to  be  assured  of  the  good 
«'  intentions  of  those,  who  were. the  cause  of  it. 
"  On  the  '27th  of  F«b.  1720,  an  why/  was  published, 
"forbidding  any  person  to  keep  by  them  more 
"  than  500  livres  in  coin,  (or  <£'20  sterling.)  This 
<(  wa*  plainly  anuulliiig  the  obligation  in  the  bank 
"  pa|.<*r,  to  ]my  to  the  bearer ,  on  demand,  the  uuri.s})e- 
•'  rifted,  in  silver  coin.  On  the  *22t\  of  May,  a  man 
"  niiifhr  have  starved  with  a  100  millions  of  paper 
"  in  ht>  fXK'kirt.''  Stewart's  Political  (EcojMMuy, 
Vol.  S.  p.  1CI. 


whjat  coin  are  you. paid  for  it  ?    In  notes  of 
one  kind  or  other, , public   or  private,  no 
matter  which.    These  notes  are  value  re- 
ceived to-day,  and  may  be  .worth  nothing 
to-morrow;    literally  nothing.     Between 
the  Property  Tax  invading  us  on  one  side, 
aud  the  circulation  of  paper,  not  converti- 
ble into  specie,  on  the  other,  does  any 
man  know  what  he  is  worth,  or  that  he  is 
worth  .any  thing?  But  the  power  of  parlia- 
ment has  interposed  to  protect  the  Bank 
of  England  from. making  good  the  funda- 
mental conditions,  on  which  they,  origi- 
nal!) obtained,  and,  until  the  year  i 757,  held 
their  charter.     I  .know  it.    The  legislature 
acquits  them  of  their  daily  promise,  still 
expressed  in  their  notes,  to  pay  so  many 
pounds   sterling  on  demand;  unless  tie 
promise  he  performed  by  the  exchange  of 
one  pietee  of  paper  for  another.     I  know 
it  is  an  act  of  power,  which  cannot  be  re- 
sisted.    But  is  it  an  act  pf  justice  ?    Is  tbe 
legislature  of  this  country,  or  of  any  coun- 
try, competent  to  deprive  a  real  creditor, 
who  has  lent  or  sold  .a  real  property,  of  all 
remedy  against  the  borrower  or  the  buyer, 
if  he  will  not  accept  of  an  imaginary  pay- 
ment in  paper?    If  the. sovereignty  of  go- 
vernment were  vested  in  a  single  person, 
and  the  same  act  were  done  by  that  person, 
by  what  name  should  we  describe  him? 
But  the  nature  of  injustice  is  not  altered, 
much  less  is  it  mended,  by  the  number* 
who  concur  in  it.   This  overflow  of  paper, 
in  universal  circulation,  has  another  very 
mischievous  aud  universal  effect.  It  operates 
like  a  tax,  grinding  the  community  without 
benefit  to  government,  by  raising  the  price 
or  nominal  value  of  every  thing  saleable  in 
every  transaction  between  man  aud  man. 
I  say  you  must  stop  the  progress  of  these 
enormous  evils.    In  a  considerable  degree, 
they  spring  from  one  cause,  and  they  admit 
of  but  one  remedy.     Oblige  .  the  Bank  of 
Kugland  to  revert  to  their  principles,  to 
make  good  their  charter,  and  to  pay  their 
pronusory  notes  in  specie.     I  do  not  con- 
tide   in  general  descriptions   of  national 
prosperity.    In  spite  of  all  that  can  be  sta- 
ted of  a  rich  flourishing  country,  tbe  dis- 
appearance of  specie  is  a  symptom  of  real  de- 
cay;  and  there  is  a.  second,  full  as  formida- 
ble as  the  first.    I  mean  the  amount  of  the 
poor-rates.     What. are  we  to  think  of  tbe 
circumstances   aud    prospects   of  a  litfte 
kiugdora,  in  which  .six  millions  sterling  are 
.annually  raised  for  the  support  of  tbe  poor, 
who   live   by  contribution,  because  they 
cannot  subsist,  as  they  ought  to .  do,  ly 
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his  own  rn'md  had  been  the  same  as 
that  of  his  hon.  friend ;  but  first  impres- 
sions were  often  wrong.  At  first  view  it 
would  appear  extraordinary  that  an  income 
of  a  million  should  be  exempt  from  the 
tax.  But  on  consideration  he  thought  the 
unfunded  debt  might  be  exempted  from  the 
tax  without  inconvenience  or  loss.  Exche- 
quer bills  were  liable  to  be  at  a  discount  or 
premium.  Their  being  exempt  from  the 
tax,  of  course  was  productive  of  an  advan- 
tage to  the  public,  as  the  government  could 
dispose  of  them  at  a  higher  rate.  His 
first  view  had  leaned  to  the  opinion  enter- 
tained by  the  hon.  gent.,  but  on  consulting 
with  persons  better  acquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject^ he  was  convinced  that  exchequer 
bills  might  be  exempted  from  the  tax, 
without  any  inconvenience  or  loss. — The 
next  subject  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gent., 
was  one  of  the  highest  importance,  namely, 
the  Sinking  Fund.  His  hon.  friend  had  said, 
that  all  ministers  were  fond  of  it.  It  was 
well  known  to  his  hon.  friend,  however, 
that  ever  since  its  first  establishment,  he 
had  been  a  friend  to  it.  As  to  the  merit  of 
the  measure,  God  forbid  !  that  he  should 
dispute  it  with  any  man.  When  it  was  con- 
sidered what  vast  additions  had  then  re- 
cently been  made  to  the  public  debt ;  it 
would  not  be  doubted  that  any  administra- 
tion must,  after  the  American  war,  have 
resorted  to  some  such  system.  But  when 
a  man  had  done  a  thing,  and  done  it  well, 
he  ought  to  be  allowed,  for  he  was  justly 
entitled  to,  his  full  praise  for  having  so  done. 
The  hon. gent,  had  said  that  the  only  effect 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  had  been  to  keep  the  3 
per  cents  at  60;  and  if  it  had  done  no 
more,  that  was  an  essential  advantage  ;  it 
kept  up  credit,  diminished  taxation,  and 
lightened  the  burthens  on  the  people.  Be- 
sides, whatever  kept  down  the  interest  of 
money,  must,  in  a  commercial  nation,  be 
of  infinite  service.  The  hon.  gent,  would 
he  sensible  of  this  from  a  little  reflection. 
It  was  a  matter  of  calculation,  and  might 
easily  be  brought  to  the  result.  If  he  were 
to  take  into  his  consideration  the  vast  loans 
that  had  been  negociated  during  the  last 
war,  and  reliect  what  would  have  been  the 
value  of  the  3  per  cents,  without  a  Sink- 
ing Fund,  he  would  be  sensible  of  this. 
Without  a  Sinking  Fund  they  would  have 
been  down  at  50,  or  suppose  that  too  low, 
at  54  or  55;  and  on  such  enormous  loans, 
what  would  have  been  lost  both  in  capital 
and  interest  to  the  public  ?  He  was  aware 
that  many  great  and   able  persons  differed 


with  him  on  this  subject,  but  \i 
spect  he  might  have  for  their  op 
had  ueither  convinced  him  nor 
doubt  in  his  mind. — In  the  lal 
his  speech,  his  hon.  friend  bad  t 
on  a  most  important  subject,  \ 
not  then  a  proper  time  to  discui 
and  would,  however,  bereafu 
subject  for  consideration.  He 
that  the  right  hon.  geut.  who 
this  system,  had  some  such  p< 
contemplation  at  some  future  < 
iu  a  state  of  war,  the  subject 
well  be  discussed  by  them* 
country  should  be  in  a  situatio 
prosperity,  in  the  enjoyment  i 
might  be  proper,  on  a  consider 
state  of  the  debt,  of  the  amc 
Sinking  Fund,  and  of  the  other 
ces  of  the  country,  to  fix  some 
ter  which,  the  progress  of  the  : 
be  applied  to  the  reduction  of 
burthens.  Another  argument 
friend,  which  was  not  distingui 
usual  accuracy, was,  that  a  part 
ing  fund  might  be  applied  to 
of  the  present  year.  Why, 
should  the  fund  be  continued  a) 
when  at  7  millions  it  would  anc 
kept  .the  3  per  cents  at  6'Q  ?  1 
debt  the  same  at  the  time  wh 
at  7  millions  kept  the  3  per  < 
It  was  his  opinion  that  if  any 
Sinking  Fund  should  be  divert 
present  application,  the  3  per 
not  be  kept  up  to  their  present 
general  the  house  was  disposed  I 
great  exultation  when  on  the  su 
finances.  For  his  own  part,' 
disposed  to  give  way  to  such  ft 
was  sensible  that  our  situation 
great  difficulty.  They  were  in 
to  suffer  heavy  burthens  themse 
impose  them  upon  others.  As 
hon.  friend  had  said  about  th 
for  the  poor,  he  thought  it  a  su 
ving  of  investigation.  That  pi 
a  proof  that  there  was  somethii 
the  system,  that  every  thing  wa 
ly  square,  but  did  not  warrant 
tion  of  the  hon.  gent.     As  to 

{)ointed  out  by  his  hon.  friend, 
y  agreed  with  him  in  his  views 
ject,  except  that  he  did  not  t; 
only  remedy.  He  could  see  no 
the  issues  in  specie  should  not  I 
He  knew  not  what  was  intend 
head,  but  he  must  hear  much  \ 
gunients  than  he  had  ever  befoi 
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hit  opinion  would  remain  unaltered,  t 
tad  thus,  gone  (broogh  ■!  I  the  general  tomi 
luucbc'l  m-onbylu*  ban.  friend.  As  I 
Finn  be  had  stated  with  respect  to  tlie  pro- 
perty tan,  be  should  only  Ban/,  that  bit  own 
p*taubjitU"n.  and  on*  which  be  bod  bat 
tear  un>*d.  m  agamtt  the  gradual  men-osr 
of  it.  ik  tfauogbt  it  tar  better,  that  at  tbc 
eonimeuccmrnt  of  m  war  it  shoub!  be  car- 
ried tu  the  fall  amount  to  which  it  wuuld 
be  necessarv  to  carrv  it,  than  to  in 
iraduiilU.  As  be  was  oti  the  subject  of 
11*  war  taxes,  be  should  add,  tbat  tbe  pn>- 
icnt  adtiiiiiutnitsan  found  the  system  iu ef- 
fect. It  wuuld  be  madness  in  ihvct  tu  over- 
lure  It.  !t  was  his  lavoun'.e  plan,  tbat  at 
the  commencement  of  a  war,  whatever 
»ar  Uses  should  be  thought  necessary  or 
desirable  in  tbe  circumstances  at  the  tuun. 
try i  should  be  imposed  at  once  fur  4  or  5 
Jean,  to  ascertain  their  operation,  and  out 
he  raised  tram  year  to  year,  In  this  view 
tbe  property  u.x  now  proposed  had  his  com- 
plete approbation.  Tbe  country  wanted 
large  (axes.  He  should  nut  enter  luto  the  ge- 
neral merits  of  the  budget,  though  he  be- 
red  the  torn  prupo>ed  oy  h»  noble  h>eud 
■e  liable  to  as  little  objection  as  any 
lie  vh  Mire  his  noble  friend  was 
to  his  gratitude,  and  that  of  tbe 
for   hawns    undertaken   tbe    ar- 


;  he 


■  ■led  i 
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though  be  as-  mn  rl  lb 
age,  what  pa--.- 1  on  a  former  night  shewed. 
that  be  had  not  accepted  ui  a  iituaiion  to 
which  lie  \\a:  not  follv  cumpeit-ut. 

Mr.  traxeu  —  Mv'nght  hen.  friend  Las 
been  pleased  id  say,  tbat,  ta  fie  subject 
••)  my  attention  to  the  government  ai  India 
and  tiic  aflkirs  uf  the  India  company,  be 
could  not  be  je*tlv  said  to  ha^c  deserted 
me,  becu-e  he  never  gave  me  any  encon- 
Ngemei't.  1  itippose  be  means  that,  being 
tired  of  th(  subjei  t  hjimst '.:.  at  which  I  am 
not  at  all  surprised,  since  no  [dko  coild 
bemoit  neaiv  oi  ::  i;  n:i  mv&cif,  lie  thought 
a  right  to  discourage  bis  friends  from  per- 
severing in  tiwt  duty.  This  language,  tram 
any  other  person,  would  h*ve  more  the  ap- 
pearance oi  a  charge  than  a  defence.  He 
might  pCAsiblv  hn  i  motives  for  withdraw- 
ing !>.::,,  :..■  -■        -       --l...:  -  :..-.. -elf.    Oi  tiiai 

heisihe  best  judge.  Hut  I  defy  him  to 
state  a  reason,  that  will  acquit  him  of  all 
blame,  loi  discouraging  others,  as  he  says, 
from  pving  then  actent  on  lp  so  great  a 
national  concern  as  the  government  oi  In- 
em.  I>oes  be  seriously  wean  that  the  si- 
tuation of  India  omsh;  ;o  have  been  total  It 


neglected,  and  by  those  particularly,  w 
were  best  at  q  nam  Id  with  it  ?  I'or  that  pi 
pose,  tbe  example  was  quite  enough  wit 
•  •at  tbe  precept.  But  it  seems  be  gave  c 
no  previous  cnL-ounigvinent.  Very  tru 
■-  il'nu  the  Utst  twelve  month*.  But,  en 
■n  tbat  period,  bus  be  gitm  me  no  subs 
tjornt  approbation?  And  what  if  approb 
tsun  of  an  act  done,  or  of  a  course  adopte 
but  an  encouragement  to  prooeed  in  it?  la 
not  qualified  In  arpse  *:tb  him  about  d, 
trwrbuns.  nhii-h  neither  ol  us  understan 
!  adbere  to  bis  approbaLon,  which  J  & 
sore  be  is  too  liberal  end  too  bones;  to  r 
tract.  On  the  17  th  of  January  be  told  a 
i  bis  own  boose  and  of  his  own  accor 
lat  be  bad  nuw  deliberately  read  n 
speech  of  tbe  5ih  of  April  1S05.  with  U 
WN  sjtiaf action,  with  which  he  beard 
spoken,  almost  word  tor  word  a;  it  is  prut 
ed;  t  tv.;t  it  avaa  eouvincing  and  unanswe 
able,  and  tbat  there  could  be  no  reply  I 
My  right  bon.  friend  U  not  apt  to  gi' 
comniendatioo  lightly.  About  it 
applause  of  such  a  man,  if  ha  were  on; 
my  iudge  and  no*  mv  friend,  I  canuut  I 
iii'JirTercin.  His  praise  is  not  only  a  n 
wan),  but  a  powerful  iacentire  too  to  col 

Mr.  for  declared,  with  uncommon  en 
pb  sis,  thai  wbai  his  bon,  friend  had  state 

;  bis  c;  i;.:.  :i  nf  ibe  speech  of  his  hoi 
Inead,  was  strictly  true ;  that  be  adhere 
to  it  still,  and  never  would  be  retract  ul 
word  of  it. 

Mr.  Hnflifion  did  not  think  the  adrai 
ta^eous  bargairi  that  were  now  made  ft 
loans  ought  to  be  atu:butcd  altogether  t 
the  sinking  faoti,  but  rather  to  the  svstemt 
raising  a  great  part  o!  the  supplies  witili 
(tie  year.  In  the  year  l^ys,  the  rapid  at 
cumulation  of  the  public  debt  from  tbe-  ei 
pences  of  the  last  war,  rendered  it  n«-es 
sary  to  act  upon  that  wise  and  patriot; 
principle,  la  the  year  before  that,  a  snia 
loan  could  mil  be  had  on  any  belter  term 
than  an  interest  of  6/.  l6t.  6d.  tuougb  tb 
sinking  fund  bad  been  in  operation  Ion, 
beiore  that  imie.  The  sinking  luod  addei 
1  per  cent,  to  the  capital  oi"  the  debt;  bu 
it  had  not  then  the  effect  the  hon.  gem 
imputed  to  it,  of  keeping  tbe  stocks  at  oo 
That  public  benefit  was  therefore  to  be  in: 
puled,  in  a  great  measure,  to  tbe  svstem  t 
raising  so  much  of  tbe  Wppliex  wilhin  tb 
.ear. — Willi  respect  to  the  supposition  tba 
ilie  interest  on  excheijuer  hills  was  no 
made  productive  to  tbe  projierty  lax.  It 
1  to  observe,  tbnt  above  hall  the  out 
■  ■-iing  exchequer  bills  were  beld  by  iin 
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bank,  much  to  the  public  advantage,  and 
of  course  did  not  escape  the  tax.  The 
statement  of  an  arrear  of  5,800,000/.  re- 
maining from  the  last  year  had  made  an 
impression,  as  if  the  Ways  and  Means 
voted  for  that  year  had  fallen  unaccounta- 
bly short,  or  the  expences  had  far  exceed- 
ed the  estimates  ;  as  if  his  late  right  hon. 
friend  had  shrunk  from  his  duty,  either  in 


ter,  which  had  been  calculated  i 
had  produced  380,000/.  It 
much  to  give  a  fair  view  of  the 
expenditure  of  each  year,  if  tl 
of  both  were  made  up  to  the  s 
and  the  balances  on  band  ca 
credit  of  the  next  year,  and  ti 
ing  demands  to  the  charge. 
the  year  of  service  ended  on  th 
and  the  year  of  receipt  on  the  : 


concealing  the  extent  and  amount  of  the 

services,  or  in  exaggerating  the  probable  |  following.  /  He  supposed  this  ] 
produce  of  the  public  income.     The  defi- 
ciency in  the  land  and  malt  was  a  regular 
and  annual  thing  ever  since  the  land  and 
malt  duty  had  been  voted;   therefore  it 


was  not  to  be  charged  as  an  unaccountable 
arrear  in  the  estimates   of  the  last  year. 
The  extra  charge  for  ordnance  was  also  an 
annual   thing ;  the   deficiency  under   this 
head  in  the  last  year,  though  so  much  as 
561,000/.,  was  shoit  of  the  average  defici- 
ency.    The  amount   of  this  deficiency  in 
the  preceding  year  was  G<)3,000/.     It  was 
probable  a  deficiency  to  the  same  extent 
would    occur   at   the   close   of  this   year, 
and    the   noble    lord    would     do    well    to 
prepare   himself  to  expect  it.     It   would 
have  been  more  correct,  to  have  stated  the 
charges  which  had  been  inaccurately,  he 
was  sure  not  invidiously,  described  as  ar- 
rears, rather  as  extraordinary  charges,  not 
likely  to  occur  again.  .   Such  was  the  mil- 
lion to  the  East-India  Company  :  such  the 
provision  for  lord  Nelson's  family,  an  in- 
stance similar  to  which    had  occurred  but 
once   in   the  last  century  ;  such   was  the 
remuneration    for    the   loss  of   the  ships 
taken  in  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  in  which 
everyone  would  readily  concur. — Next,  as 
to  the  subsidy.     The  statement  of  the  no- 
ble lord,  in  speaking  of  the  million  requi- 
red by  him  for  this  head  of  service,  gave  it 
to    be    understood,  that  the  3,500;C00/. 
voted  for  the  service,  had  been  previously 
expended.     The  fact   was,  however,   that 
"  there  was  on  the  5  th  of  Jan,  last,  1 ,080,000/. 
of  this  sum  in  the   exchequer,  500,000/. 
untouched   at  Malta,    and    200,000/.    at 
Hamburgh.    And    though    1,000,000/.   of 
«,\vhat  was  in  the  exchequer  had  been  since 
appropriated  to  navy  services  in  the  early 
part  of  this  year,  it  was  not  right  to  de- 
mand a  fresh  million  without  an  explana- 
tion, as  if  the  original  grant  had  been  ex- 
pended  under  its  proper  head  in  the  last 
year.     The  only  case  in  which  it  could  be 
charged,  was  the  falling  off  of  the  conso* 
jidatcd  fund.     But  it  was  probable,   from 
the  receipts  of  this  quarter,  that  the  surplus' 


originated  in  6ome  years  of  gi 
when  it  was  an  object  to  have  : 
of  reeeipt  to  meet  the  form -of  e 
but  in  fairness  both  ought,  to 
within  the  same  limits,  and  he  i 
ly   to  submit   to  the  house  & 
tions  to  that  effect.     The  gran- 
were  large  ;  they  were  for  the 
whole  year,  and  a  great  part 
had   already  elapsed,   and  the 
cumbent  on  it  had  been  in  m 
defrayed.     Without  entitling 
administration  to  much  credit 
no  my  of  which   they  boasted, 
now   passed    ought,    under  th 
stances,    to  carry  them  far  iu 
year.     He  had  offered  these 
not  with  a  view  to  oppose  the 
propositions,  but  to   do  away 
pression  with  respect  to  his  lat 
friend,  the   noble  lord's  pred€ 
complimented  the  noble  lord  c 
with  which  he  called  forth  the « 
resources  of  the  country,  at 
quiring   so  much  exertion.     I 
la  ted    the  country  on  its  res 
such  as  to  preclude  every   id 
promising   its  honour  for  a  fa 
carious  security.     We  should, 
trust  for  our  security  to  any  \ 
own  strength  and  our  firmness, 
ing  on  that  delusive  forbearan* 
upon  which  was  a  confession  i 
and  to  that  foolish  confidence,* 
many  of  the  once  independei 
the  Continent  had  fallen  victim 
Lord  Henry  Petti/  said,    1 
described    the  deficiency  it  « 
now  to  provide  for,  as  having  I 
year,  but  as  being  to  be  provk| 
end   of  the  last  year.     He 
had  not  been  in  the  house 
when  some  discussion  arose 
He  had  hoped  that  the  expl 
that  day,  and  the  time  aflfoj 
tion  since,  would  have  previ 
ject  from  being  renewed  oi 
he  had  *  meant  to  make  a 


of  -l/JOOjC/OO/,  would  be  realized,    The  lat- (-of  this  arre&r,  he  would  » 
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rated  the  hems  of  it,  nor  explained  how  it 
hud  arisen :  tie  would  have  brouglit  it  for- 
wsrd  in  the  aggregate,  end  included  in  it, 
as  he  might  bave  done,  much  of  the  char- 
ges he  hiitl  comprehended  in  the  Unfunded 
Debt.  He  should  state  the  arrears  of 
pants  for  the  service  of  the  lust  year  re- 
maining on  hand,  5th  Jan.  this  year,  and 
the  demands  outstanding  against  them, 
and  in  doin£  so  he  should  still  think  him- 
self justified  in  what  he  bad  said  on  a  for- 
mer bight  with  respect  to  the  treaties. 
He  might  even  have  put  that  in  a  stronger 
point  tif  view,  for  the  calculation  «u  made 
in  the  prospect  of  success,  and  the  provi- 
sion which  was  not  more  than  ijfiicienl  in 
the  event  of  total  failure,  mutt  have  fallen 
tar  short  in  the  event  of  the  expected  suc- 
cess, lie  then  i'Trampd  up  the  balances 
at  grant)  on  band,  on  5th  Jan.  whxh 
amounted  to  f  JbiJ,%OM.  -,  and  the  demands 
outstanding  against  them,  which  aosountsd 
to  7.4*'>.4<xtf.  being  an  excess  of  demand 
of  4Jc9U8Br<>  lie  bad  merely  slated. 
that  tnese  demands  were  octstaodi]*^  and 
to  be  provided  lur.  The  right  host,  gsst- 
who  had  preceded  bias,  would  have  fell  it 
[  ess  doty  to  act  in  the  imm  «*y,  under  law 
l   sjsaje  circaaasUKicea.     If  arrears  ***e  to  be 


■ 


»t  the  commencement  of  the  present  « 
only  alteration  that  vn  Kwdj  i,  . 
to  remove  the  great  difficulty  tint  i 
created  hy  the  exemptions,  and  to  allow  I 
commissioners  llic  ptoptt  mmi  lo  m« 
the  tux  productive.  hwasan<.<:. 
ly  attended  to,  to  ufiord  the  relief  brass. 
granted  by  the  exemptions  with  the  k™ 
est  possible  care  and  convenience.  '1 
small  annuitants  who  were  the  first  obje 
of  this  care,  would  Isise  only  to  go  bef< 
the  next  nugiWBte,  and  exlnitii  th 
ptoofs ;  the  m*  pit  rate  would  tnnnediati 
grant  the  certificate,  on  the  transmits! 
of  which  the  cominiuMHM-rs  would  imn 
dtntety  refund.  Small  iradesnsen  would 
considered  in  the  next  degree  to  small  i 
mutants;  all  those  who  had  least  meaiM 
repairing  soy  toss,  would  be  Ux  first  c* 
sidcred.— With  restart  t*  the  obsersalsa 
of  bis  !wn.  friend  on  the  restriction  of  | 
cash  paym-nts  at  the  bank,  be  agreed  ll 
tfaiags  coutst  isM  be  said  to  be  m  tk 
proper  uiaatMn  es  long  aw  that  reeti 


sety  ■ifrfiiit  from  Uast  of  Franc*  at  I 
tisee  of  bee  Mtssssssusii  irhfr  VTitb 
-.*  teeaec  Beaskteessjrktasssa,  .,  {  \ ■, , 
We  lord.  1  perfectly  agree  wr»  esr  fcs 
•Seed.  tSet  tbee  -v-L,  s»t  he  comssm 
■  .-■■,..-.■    .,,,.-,.,,_  ^^j  tl 

V.-.  ■  :--->:■-.    •■-....1  ■>■  i.->frtt*.«tJv  held 


: '/..  . 


St.:  ■*  b^i.'.(tft  :;  'j^r  ysjt*.,  asrt 

'■*\,:  :■'■  aiwo*-t.  "uu-.«et  j;w^uo*ae 
i.t   i'jskis  vi.  erjj»  i'.i itntsusuvnjs:  leri 

.  TOii-JTl  ".la:;  -,-j!ih-jei*<  kttifl  «m 
■«.  «   tr.  enw-:.:(.     vv  toe   wvb**sa* 

-.  grese   ■--Jttiiuwviii   wtj-jl.     My  et 

.i'ji.  vr  -ye  inr--u»n>t  td  lue  ytM^tt*  I  i 
i  ton,  irt  -r.yU-.c  nsstr,  is  >  W  , 
nt  '^ua-ji  tier  j  *oum!  see  rsruna)  i 
iKa  ox  mi  BuyBHneur*,  evtoeveefi 


ft  ■  ul  near,   t it  or  at  * 
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tween  the  sinking  fund  and  the  national 
debt,  which  it  may  be  useful  not  to  go  be- 
yond ;  and  this  the  right  hon.  founder  of 
it,  I  believe,  had  in  contemplation;  but 
it  will  be  some  time  before  that  proportion 
can  be  established,  at  least  while  we  con- 
tinue under  the  necessity  of  being  so  fre- 
quently at  war.  The  sinking  fund  I  re- 
gard asa  pledge  of  public  faith,  which  ought 
to  remain  untouched,  and  almost  unlook- 
cd  at,  and  kept  sacred  forthat  single  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  originally  instituted* 
It  is  this  eminent  regard  to  principle,  which 
lias  always  upheld  the  character  and  the 
power  of  this  nation,  and  will  long  conti- 
nue to  uphold  them.  1  have  to  regret  that, 
notwithstanding  every  exertion  that  can  be 
made,  the  taxes  must  inevitably  fall  heavy 
on  some  parts-  of  the  community.  All  that 
I  can  promise,  for  myself,  is,  that  I  shall,  in 
one  respect  at  least,  follow  the  advice  of  my 
bon.  friend,  of  listening  to  all  quarters  and 
to  all  persons,  and  particularly  to  one  so 
respectable  as  my  hon.  friend  himself. 

Lord  Casttcreagk  rose  and  spoke  as  fol- 
lows :— Sir ;  lam  desirous,  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, of  troubling  the  house  with  some  ge- 
neral observations  on  the  financial  arrange, 
inents  for  the  year.  Approving  as  I  do  of 
the  principle  upon  which  the  noble  lord 
has  framed  his  budget,  namely,  that  of 
making  an  effort  to  raise  a  further  propor- 
tion of  the  supplies  within  the  year,  and  not 
seeing  any  prominent  grounds  of  objeclipn 
to  the  particular  taxes  he  has  proposed,  1 
have  been  solicitous  to  reserve  any  points 
of  difference  till  a  later  stage;  when  I  might 
state  what  occurred  to  me  more  parti- 
cularly, in  objection  .to  the  very  unusual 
course  parliament  has  been  called  on  to 
adopt  on  the  present  occasion,  viz.  that  of 
determining  on  the  ways 'and  means  for 
the  year  before  the  army  has  been  voted  ; 
I  am  not  wishing  to  interrupt  the  unanimity 
which  it  is  my  wish  should  prevail  on  the 
main  question. — So  far  as  this  manly  and 
wise  policy,  which  the  noble  lord  has  acted 
upon,  can  carry  with  it  any  degree  of  im» 
popularity,  I  shall  be  most  ready  to 
share  it  with  him,  and  deem  it  due  to 
bim  distinctly  to  express  my  persuasion 
that,  had  the  late  government  continued 
in  oflice,  the  people  would  have  been 
called  on  to  submit  to  burthens  of  equal 
magnitude. — Before  I  proceed  to  the  point 
to  which  I  principally  rose  to  advert,  I 
must  shortly  take  notice  of  what  has  this 
night  fallen  from  the  noble  lord,  imputing 
to  my  late  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  the 
sot  having  macje  an  adequate  provision,  in 


the  course  of  the  last  year,  for 
expenditure ;  the  noble  lord  havii 
disclaimed  any  intention  of  ch 
matter  of  blame  to  the  right  hon. 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  the  not  h 
vided  in  the  ways  and  meaner  oi 
for  the  5,800,000/.  which  in  his 
meut  his  lordship  denominated  f 
and  my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  1 
having  clearly  explained  to  the  b 
this  sum  consisted  entirely  eitbe 
porary  and  incidental  charges,  U 
connected  with  the  service  of  lai 
of  charges  the  provision  for  whi 
constaut  practice  of  parliament 
be  made  in  the  present  and  not  i 
year,  I  have  nothing  further  t 
that  subject,  the  apparently  injt 
dency  of  the  statement  having  i 
ciently  explained  and  disavow* 
only  now  necessary  to*  notice  I 
made  by  the  noble  lord  on  t 
which  appears  to  me  not  less  u 
though  deliberately  brought  for* 
has  attempted  to  found  a  similar 
defective  provision,  by  comparii 
expended  grants  of  last  year  wi 
mands  outstanding  and  unprovi< 
the  5th  Jan.  1806'.  in  stating 
pended  grants,  he  has  undervalue 
heud,  the  amount,  by  not  giving 
890,000/.  under  the  head  of  army  j 
and  500,000/.  under  that  of  vote 
transfers  to  navy,  and  other  itsi 
will  carry  the  remaius  unexpendt 
year  considerably  above  3,000,00( 
which  I  am  not  aware  of  anv  cha 
can  be  considered  in  fairness  ai 
except  the  arrears  of  subsidy  of  1. 
—The  noble  lord's  demands  01 
are  composed  of  claims  not  dei 
and  which  could  not  be  paid  if 
were  forthcoming,  viz.  of  an  ii 
2,6*00,000/.  navy  debt,  being  w 
owing  to  the  crews  o^ ships  on  fc 
vice ;  a  description  of  demand  w 
accumulate  during  a  war.  The  : 
are"  demands  under  the  head  of 
nance,  and  barracks,  preferred,  b 
amined  or  allowed,  and  conscqu 
in  a  state  for  liquidation.  It  ii 
that  claims  of  this  description,  1 
amount,  must  remain  a  floating  cl 
one  year  to  another.  It  never  ha 
ought  to  be  the  practice  of  parli 
provide  for  demands  in  this  sua 
there  was  no  special  ground  U 
that  payment  could  be  made 
within  the  year.  The  provision  J 
been  framed  upon  an  estimate  4 
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biiUnchnrge,    strictly  so  culled,  of  each 
>nrif«peclively;  and  the  funds  of  the  year 
httf  been   applied  to  defray  such  charges 
of  tin,'  l«st,  M  COttld  not  come  ii<ton  course 
(ifpsvnu'tit  lillthe  current  year, leaving  the 
corresponding  demands  to  be  issued  in  the 
luJi(.i«iiig  war. — The  noble  lord  has chosen 
I"  make  his  attack  on  grounds  which  will 
furnish  the  same  means  of  con  vietinghimielf, 
wid  hereafter  indeed   everv  past  or  future 
ffcaneellor  oi   the  exchequer  who  does  not 
think   lit    to   waste  the   public   money  by 
ui-ing  a  larger  amount   within    the   year 
than  can  possibly  be  applied . — I  shall  close 
ibis  part  of  the  subject  by  observing,  lb 
the  ways  ami  means  of  Inst  year  uuexpe 
ricd.  will,  I  am  persuaded,  be  found  ve 
largely   to  exceed  any  demands  that  cs 
btirly  be  set  against  them;  and  I  therefore 
hope  the  noble  lord  will  he  prepared  in  s 
future  year  to  distinguish  the  actual  amouul 
from   what  be  now  raises,  and  account  for 
ihe  whole,  before  he  takes  credit  for  any 
peculiar  economy,    if   it  should    be  found 
that   3   large  sum   remains  unexpended  at 
the   close   of  the   year, — 1  shall   now  pro- 
ceed to  state  my  objections  to  the  i 
proceedings,  not  with  any  vie 
pede   the  grants  in  progress,  but  to  take 
J    sweh  notice  of  what  appears  to  me  to  be  i 
serious  departure  from  the  cunstitutiona 
practice  of  parliament  upon  no  case  ot'ne 
cessity  or  adequate  expediency  first  statet 
to  the  house,   as   may  protect  us  hercalle: 
against  the  repetition  of  so  injurious  a  pro- 
ceeding. — The  noble  lord  lias  endeavoured 
to  contend,   that,   provided   money    raised 
upon  the  subject  does  not  pass  from  under 
lie  controul  of  this  house,    and  provided 
the  vctes  in  appropriation  of  such  monies 
to  particular  services  do  not  exceed  the 
quantum  of  supply  previously  voted  by  the 
house,  every  requisite  principle  is  satisfied. 
In  this   I  must  differ  from   the  noble  lord. 
There    are  two   principles    in    themselves 
perfectly  distinct;   the  one,  that  the  public 
money    shall   not  be   applied,  without    the 
express  consent  of  parliament  ;   the  other, 
Hat  parliament  shall  not  burthen  the  peo- 
ple unnecessarily,  and   consequently  shall 
(Wither  by  loans  or  taxes,  impose  burthens 
in  a  committee  of   ways  and  means  till  the 
necessity  for  them  has  been  ascertained  by 
previous  voles  in  the  committee  of  supply. 
— In  support  of  this  doctrine,  founded  equal- 
ly in  good  sense  as  in  parliamentary  usage, 
fbeg  to  read  to   the  house   the   opinion  of 
Mr.  Hatsell:— "  The  object  of  the  corji- 
"  millet;  of  ways  and  nwans  is,  as  is  ex- 


'  pressed  in  the  title  of  it,  to  find  o« 
1  modes  of  raising  the  supply  which  tb( 
1  house,  upon  resolutions  reported  Iron 
'  the  Committee  of  Supply,  and  agreed  to, 
1  have  granted  to  his  majesty;  and  the 
L  first  consideration  attending  this  prc- 
!  ceediuj!  is,  that  the  money  proposed  to 
;  be  raised  upon  the  subject  by  loans  or 
tuxes,  or  any  other  mode,  should  not 
1  exceed  the  sum  already  granted  in  the 
'  Committee  of  Supply.  It  is  for  this 
reason  incumbent  upon  the  chancellor 
1  of  the  exchequer,  or  whatever  member 
of  the  house  of  commons  proposes  lbs 
ways  and  means  for  raising  money  for 
the  service  of  the  current  year, to  explain 
and  shew  to  the  house,  by  a  detail  of  tbs 
sums  granted  for  the  several  services, 
that  the  amount  of  those  sums  will  be  * 
stiilicieut  justification  in  point  of  quan- 
tity, to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means* 
to  adopt  such  measures  and  impose  tuch 
taxes,  as  shall  be  then  recommended  to 
them;  and  this  proceeding  (arising  out 
of  that  regard  and  attention  which  the 
bouse  of  commons  ought  at  all  times  to 
shew  towards  the  people,  that  tha  bur- 
thens imposed  upon  them  may  not  b* 
larger  than  the  public  exigencies  require) 
ought  ibr  this  reafun,  if  for  no  other, 
to  be   most   strictly  adhered  to."— Such 


ndisputably  t 
i of  those' 


iplc,  (  a 


ho  will  ever  contend,  that 
protection  and  secu- 
rity for  the  people,   shall  be  rendered   pre- 
judicial to  their  interests  by  its  unqualified 
and    strict  application   in  all  cases,     lam 
ready   to  admit  that  a  rigid  adherence   to 
this   principle    has  not  and   cannot   in  aH 
ases  be  observed  ;  but  what  I  do  contend 
,   that  a  departure  from  it  to  the  extent 
nw  proposed,  and  upon  no  assigned  ground 
hatever,  cammt  possibli  bi  justified.    Tha 
jrplusof  the  consolidated  fund,  which  it  is 
the  policy  ofparliaineut,  for  many  reasons, 
uphold,   is  a  small  departure  from  the 
ietuuss  of  the  principle.     The   imposing 
war  taxes  lo   the  amount  hitherto  of  fijur-. 
and  now  of  twenty  millions  annual 
produce,  is  certainly  a  greater;  but  still  this 
keeping  largely  within   the  obvious  and 
necessary  expenditure   of   the  year,  and  is 
adopted     upon    distinct   consideration   of 
the  wisest  policy. — Bat  when   the  noble 
lord  proceeds  to  raisu  the  entire  residue  of 
the  funds  for  tbeyeor,  before  the  house  has 
determined  on  »he   amount  of  the  army  j 
railed  upon  to  assume  that 
what  is  now  to  be  eatircly  itew-uwdetled' 
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is  to  cont  neither  more  nor  less  than  the 
exploded  and  condemned  army  of  last  year, 
and  this  upon  the  mere  personal  dictum  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  without 
even  an  estimate  or  account  being  laid  on 
-the  table,  it  must  be  admitted  that  we  are 
surrendering  our  judgment,  and  proceeding 
merely  upon  confidence :  the  possible  incon- 
veniences are  obvious ;  supposing  the  noble 
lord  should  have '  taken  5  millions  more 
than  the  house  may  hereafter  think  fit  to 
vote  in  supply ,  the  people  are  in  so  much 
unnecessarily   burthened.     Supposing    he 
should  have  taken  5  millions  less  than,  in 
the  view  of  parliament,  the  public  exigen- 
cies may  require,  can  he,  after  having  made 
his  loan  and  taught  Uie  contractors  to  ex- 
pect, if  not  given  them  a  pledge,  that  no 
more  money  would  be  raised,  provide  the 
necessary  means  with  the  same  convenience 
and  advantage  to  the  public  ?     The  noble 
lord  not  having  offered  a  single  observation 
to  the  house  to  justify  this  proceeding  even 
on  grounds  of  expediency,  I  can  only  state, 
that  those  which  obviously  suggest  them- 
selves as  having  occasioned  it,  are  not  in 
my  judgment,  at  at  present  informed,  satis- 
factory ;  and  first,  the  delay  of  the  right 
bon.  gent's  plan  for  the  reform  of  the  ar- 
my.   It  will  be  for  us  hereafter  to  judge 
how  far  this  mighty  change,  which  is  to  throw 
our  financial  as  well  as  military  system  out 
t>f  its  course,  was  called  for  either  by  the  de- 
fects of  the  existing  system,  or  the  merits 
of  that  which  is  to  succeed  it.— The  other 
explanation  which  occurs  is,  the  possible 
wants  of  the  treasury  as  necessitating  this 
early  loan,  on  the  policy  of  contracting  for 
which  at  the  precise  period  it  took  place, 
I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  some  doubts. 
Wow  long  the  exchequer  could  have  car- 
ried on  the  public  service  without  this  aid, 
it  is  not  possible  for  me  with  precision  to 
judge  ;  but  I  have  the  noble  lord's  own  au- 
thority for  supposing  that  no  money  was 
wanting  sooner  than  the    18th   of  April, 
that  being  the  day  on  which  1  understand 
he  at  first  stated  to  the  contractors,  that 
he  should  be  satisfied  to  receive  the  first 
instalment.    Having  determined  to  make 
his  bargain  on  the  50th  March,  and  having 
declared  to  parliament  his  purpose  of  open- 
ing his  budget  on  that  day,  upon  learning 
from  the  contractors  what  was  in  itself 
pretty  obvious,  that  this  long  interval,  whol- 
ly unexampled  in  contracts  for  loans,  was 
extremely  objectionable  to  them,  as  leaving 
them  altogether  at  the  mercy  of  their  sub- 
scriber** in  case  of  any  intermediate  fall  in 


the  market,  his  lordship  was  obliged  to 
change  his  plan  and  take  the  first  payment 
on  the  ()th  April  when  the  market  is  pecu- 
liarly unfavourable  for  such  an  operation. 
The  bargain  made  is  certainly  in  itself  an 
advantageous  one,  generally  speaking,  for 
the  public ;  but  as  terms  are  relatively  good 
or  bad,  1  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  some- 
what better  terms  might  not  have  been 
obtained,  if  this  first  instalment  of  2,000,000/ 
bad  been  to  be  paid  in  at  the  time  the  noWe 
lord  first  intended,   and  subsequent  to  the 
April  dividends  amounting  to  6,000,000/. 
had  found  their  way  into  circulation. — I 
am  sure,  if  either  by  accelerating  the  esti- 
mates for  the  army,  or  postponing  the  ma- 
king the  loan,  the  business  could  have  been 
conducted  in  its  usuul  course,  the  house 
ought  to  have  been  saved  from  the  painful 
dilemma  in   which  it  is    now  placed,  of 
either  appearing  to  impede  the  provision 
for  the  public  service,  or  adopting,  for  the 
first  time  since  the  revolution,  a  course  of 
proceeding  in  breach  of  the  most  important 
maxims  of  parliamentary  practice;   for  al- 
though the  house  has  frequently  permitted 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to  provide 
for  probable  expenditure  not  admitting  of 
precise  estimate,   such  as  army  extraordi- 
naries  and  subsidies,  though  not  previously 
voted  in  the  Committee  of  Supply,  they 
never  did  deliberately  before  acquiesce  ic 
his  providing  for  the  army  at  large  before 
the  estimates  were  considered  and  voted  in 
the  committee  of  supply ;  and  I  trust  1  have 
stated  enough  to  the  house  to  protect  us 
against  a  recurrence  to  such  practices  in  fu- 
ture.—Before  I  sit  down,  !  cannot  avoid 
shortly  adverting  to  the  gloomy  picture 
drawn  by  an  bon.  gent.  (Mr.  Francis)  early 
in  the  debate,  of  the  declining  and  impo- 
verished state  of  the  country.     I  am  per- 
fectly ready  to  admit  that  the  people  are 
necessarily  called  upon  to  submit  to  heavy 
burthens,  but  I  can  by  no  means  subscribe 
to  his  opinion  that  they  seem  likely  to  sink 
under  them.     The  hon.  gent,  has  had  re- 
course  to  the  poor-laws,  and  the  sum  an- 
nually applied  to  this  purpose,  as  a  proof  of 
our  poverty.  It  is  rather  a  singular  mode  of 
proving  his  proposition,  to  refer  to  a  system 
which  has  grown  out  of  the  affluence  and 
liberality  of  the  nation,  and  which,  however 
liable  to  abuse,   is  generally  considered  as 
justifying  a  very  different  conclusion.   In 
stating  the  increase  of  this  charge,  he  seems 
to  forget,  that  without  any  increase  in  the 
proportion  of  the  poor  receiving  relief  to 
the  other  part  of  the  community,  they  must 
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IMU  in  number  as  the  populati 
«s,  and  the  charge  of 
*  number  of  poor  must  ali 
proportion  as  all  the  aniclee  of  food,  fire. 
tdnnrt'  in  price. — I  certainly  do  not  deny 
t  tbe  pressure  of  taxes  is  severe,  but  I 
<W  assert  that  it  is  not  such  lis  to  check  or 
disturb  in  may  respect  the  industry,  and 
equently  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
—If  die  hoo.  genl.  wishes  to  know  what 
10  impoverished  and  declining  country  is, 
let  tirn  refer  back  to  the  peiiud  when  my 
right  lion,  friend  (Mr.  Hilt)  first  loot 
ge  of  the  finances  of  the  country  in 
1784.  The  manufactures  and  commerce 
declining  in  proportion  as  burthens  were 
imposed,  even  new  taxes  counteracting 
E  in  existence,  and  the  whole  falling 
t  in  produce  of  what  they  were  lafcen 
at,  and  with  difficulty  providing  for  the 
permanent  charge  of  tbe  debt. — We  now 
find,  notwithstanding  the  laves  are  since 
increased  so  much  in  amount,  that  l»th 
■'.  old  and  new  duties  are  increasing  every 

Er  in  amount,  that  hardly  a  tax  has  been 
which  has  not  exceeded  the  estimate 
of  its  produce,  and  the  documents  before 
parliament    indisputably    prove,  that  our 
I    apiculture,   manufactures,  and  commerce 
I    are  extending  themselves  rapidly  even  in 
"    the   midst   of  war.— We  have  also  in  later 
years  been  able  to  adopt  the  salutary  prin- 
ciple of  raising  a  large  proportion  of  oar 
supplies  within  the  year  (including  the  war 
taxes  now  proposed)  In  an  extent  nearly  of 
one  half  of  our  war  expenditure ;  an  effort 
which  cuuld    only  be   made  by  a   country 
both  highly  affluent  and  prosperous, 
the   sinking    fund,   already    amount 
about  eight  millions  a  year,   gives  us  every 
reason   to  hope  that  the  moment  is 
distant  when  the  comparatively  sn 
crease  of  debt  which  now   takes  pti 
be  prevented  eveH    hi  war,   and   its  rapid 
liquidation   looked   to  with   conridenci 
the   return  of  peace. — The  Ruble  lord 
(fescribed  tbe  value  of  this   iiislitutioi 
the  public  on  a  former  flight,  by  stating 
hit  persuasion,  that,   had  the  sinking  fund 
on  its  present  principles  not  been  establish- 
ed in  1786,    we  must  ever  since  have  made 
our  loans  on  terms  so  ruinous  as  to  have 
incurred  an  annual  charge  for  interest  alone 
fully  equal  lo  what  now  covers  both  the  illic- 
it and  sinking  fund  of  the  publicdebt.   It 
may  there-lore  be  fairly  said,  thai  a  perpetual 
"    uttyof  8  millions  ayear  has  been  thereby 
■ted  to  the  nation,  which  after  liquidating 
to  principal  is  revt-rtible   to  them. — The 
Vm..  VI. 


justice  and  gratitude  of  parliament  have  lei 
nothing  to  his  friends  to  desire  on  this  head 
but  surely  a  prouder  monument  was  neve 
raised  by  the  wisdom  and  exertions  of  ai 
individual  to  his  own  fume,  than  this  sin^li 
established  and  inviolably  adherec 
to  through  limes  of  the  utmost  difficulty.— 
it,  then,  be  said  that  the  country  does 
exhibit  at  this  moment  the  most  con- 
vincing signs  of  wealth  and  prosperity? 
If  the  people  are  heavily  bo nhened,  they 
bear  it  with  fortitude  and  good  will,  because 
they  feel  it  is  the  necessary  consequence  of 
:  efforts  which  they  are  called  upon  to 
ke  for  their  own  preservation  against  the 
enemy.  Heavy  as  the  pressure  is, 
the  hon.  gent,  recollect  any  period  in 
the  history  of  the  country  when  discontent 
was  less  apparent,  or  when  the  nation  sub- 
milted  with  more  marks  of  manliness  and 
satisfaction  to  every  sacrifice  the  pub- 
tigency  has  imposed?  Never  did  any 
punsters  succeed  to  a  government  when 
that  greatest  of  all  resources  and  support, 
namely  the  public  mind,  was  in  a  mora 
pappy  temper  to  aid  them  in  surmounting 
the  difficulties  with  which  they  have  to  con- 
tend ;  never  did  any  ministers  find  tbe  coun- 
try on  their  coming  into  office  more  t.roly 
prosperans,  its  revenue  more  productive, 
or  its  credit  higher.  That  such  was  the 
state  of  the  navy  I  am  sure  they  will  not 
deny,  and  1  shall  he  prepared  to  maintain, 
when  that  subject  conies  regularly  into  dis- 
cussion, that  the  same  may  be  asserted 
with  not  less  truth  with  respect  to  the  army. 
Finding  all  tbe  main  features  of  our  national 
strength  thus  vigorous  and  entire,  I  trust 
they  will  continue  to  administer  them  upon 
those  principles  hy  which  they  have  been 
hitherto  preserved,  improved,  "and  upheld. 
The  noble  lord  has  done  himself  honour  by 
the  course  he  has  pursued  in  his  present 
budget.  The  despondency  of  the  hou,  gent, 
will  not,  I  trust,  discourage  him  from  con- 
tinuing to  tread  "in  the  path  which  his  pre- 
decessor has  marked  out  for  him.  So  long 
eresin  doing  so,  and  us  it  shall 
be  the  print  inle  of  the  government  to  main- 
tain with  firmness  that  system  upon  which 
their  predecfc>3or;  have  acted,  the  noble  lord 
will  find  me  anxious  to  smooth  his  difficul- 
ties and  to  afford  him  my  cordial  support. 

Mr,  t'anslttart  observed,  that  the  gene- 
ral up  p  rob -it  ion  of  the  plan  of  taxation  of 
his  noble  friend  rendered  it  unnecessary  to 
say  much  on  the  outline  of  it ;  and  it  must 
meet  the  particular  approbation  of  those 
who  admired  the  system  of  the  late  risdir 
&  s 
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hon.  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  inas- 
much as  it  was  following  up  his  system  of 
war  taxes— a  character  for  whom  he  had 
the  highest  respect,  and  whose  loss  he, 
in  common  with  the  house,  deplored.  He 
admitted,  also,  the  high  authority  of  Mr. 
Hatsell,  whose  book  had  been  quoted  by 
the  noble  lord  on  the  other  side  of  the 
house,  the  effect  of  which  was,  that  the 
Ways  and  Means  should  never  .exceed  the 
supply.  That  was  perfectly  constitutional 
doctrine.  But  the  answer  to  the  noble  lord 
who  had  made  that  quotation,  from  that 
most  undoubted  constitutional  authority, 
was,  that,  in  this  case,  the  Ways  and  Means 
already  voted  did  not  amount  to  the  supplies* 
by  several  millions,  wheu  the  matter  came 
properly  to  be  explained,  in  a  constitution- 
al sense ;  because  no ue  could  be  called  tax- 
es, among  the  ways  and  means,  until  they 
were  appropriated  by  parliament;  and  in 
that  sense  the  -supplies  already  voted  ex- 
ceeded the  ways  and  means  by  several 
millions.  As  to  voting  the  ways  and 
means  before  the  army  was  voted,  it  must 
be  recollected,  that  we  had  an  army  esti- 
mate already  voted  for  5  months  ;  and  as 
to  that  which  was  now  proposed,  there  was 
a  precedent  for  it  in  the  vote  of  the  navy 
in  the  year  1802,  when  a  vote  was  first  for 
four  months,  then  for  two,  and  then  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year  ;  upon  which  oc- 
casion he  had  the  honour  of  moving  the  re- 
solutions, which.be  read  now  to  the  house 
to  confirm  his  statement.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  shew  the  advantages  of  applying 
the  system  of  war  taxes  to  the  exigency  of 
our  affairs,  the  effect  of  which  was  almost 
incredible,  and  for  adopting  which  his  no- 
ble friend  was  entitled  to  a  proportionate 
share  of  credit.  This  was  a  system  which 
commenced  with  the  late  war ;  he  would 
venture  to  assert  the  effect  had  been,  that, 
at  the  close  of  the  present  war,  there  was 
a  saving  to  the  public  of  80  millions  of  ca- 
pital, and  about  3i  millions  of  permanent 
taxes;  and  if  adopted  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war  preceding,  the  public  would 
have  been  relieved  of  200  millions  capital, 
and  8  millions  a  year  permanent  taxes ; 
and  thererore  there  was  no  difficulty  in 
agreeing  to  his  noble  friend's  system  of  war 
taxes,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
accumulation  of  our  debt* 

Mr.  Rote  maintained,  that  notwithstand- 
ing every  thing  which  had  been  endea- 
voured to  be  argued  to  the  contrary,  the 
noble  lord  had  certainly  violated  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  constitution  of  this  country, 
us  established  in  the  >ptem   of  proposing 


to  the  house  of  commons  the  i 
means  of  the  year ;  because  he  hi 
sed  the  ways  and  means  before  th 
of  the  supplies  were  known,  wh 
be  the  case  until  it  was  known  whi 
my  was  to  be.     It  was  said,  thai 
duceof  the  war  taxes  were  so  appi 
that  they  could  not  be  diverted  f 
intended    purpose ;  but  it  was  i 
point  of  fact ;  for  as  to  approprh 
moment  these  taxes  were  voted, ' 
as  much  under  the  will  of  the  lo 
treasury,  and  at  their  commanc 
other  sum  of  money  voted  by  p 
for  the  public  service ;  and  ther 
measure,  as  far  as  it  went,  was  a  c 
lation  of    the    constitutional 
which  provided  that  the  ways  ai 
should  not  be  voted  until  the  wh 
supplies  were  known  ;  aud   this 
without    any    ground    whatevei 
These  ways  and  means  should  ue1 
ted  before  the  army  estimates  had 
ted  in  a  committee  of  supply : 
had  been  done  in  any  instance  sii 
volution.     He  must  repeat,  that 
was  never  attempted  before,  since 
lution,  except  in  the  instance  c 
the    hon.    gent,    who    had    jua 
and  which  he  stated  to  have  ta 
on  his  own  motion  in  1862,  wt 
not  to  be  considered  as  a  preced 
was  a  thing  of  which  the  houa 
happen  to  take  a  proper  notice,  i 
hardly  right  for  the  hon.  gent, 
author  of  a  bad  precedent;  and  t! 
the  propriety  of  the  house  neve 
the  same  unconstitutional  meas 
and  this  was  all  he  should  say  on 
except  expressing  a  hope  that  si 
would  never  be  attempted  again 
nister.   As  to  the  taxes,  he  desire 
dcrstood  as  not  intending  to  thro 
culties  in  the  way  of  government ; 
no  wish  to  oppose  one  of  them,  no 
do  so  when  the  bills  were  brou 
thought  it  right,  however,  thutthf 
might  hear  what  he  had  to  say  u 
then  he  might  turn  them  in  his  n 
course  of  their  progress,  and  t 
far  any  of  his  arguments  ought  1 
weight.  In  the  first  place,  the  ta 
he    was  confirmed,    would  no 
what  it  was  estimated  at.  It  wa 
to  be  made  permanent  for  the  i 
Pitt ;  but  he  did  not  apply  it  1 
ment  of  the  interest  of  the  debt 
considered  it  as  made  permanen 
war  tax;  it  had  increased  at  fin 
fallen  off:  and  he  war*  aware  it 
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produce  what  it  was  taken  at.     He  spoke 
from  documents  which  could   not   mislead 
him  on  this  subject;   be   believed,  that 
stead  of  taking  it  at  500,000/.  it  would  be 
«iser  to  take  it  at  300*000/.     The  tax  on 
iron  was  on*  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  in  contem- 
plation ;  but  it  would  have  (he  effect  of  di- 
minishing the  produce  of  other  articles. 
He  spoke  on  this  subject  from  the  beat  in- 
formation ;  for  he  bad,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  possessed  himself  of  inform  a. 
tion  from  every  furnace  in  the  kingdom; 
•nd  tbe  papers  ware  at  the  service  of  the 
noble  lord,  us  was  every  other  information 
he  possessed  ;  for  his  object  was  to  serve 
his  country  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  ami 
not  to  thwart  any  measures  taken  for  its 
Mippprt.     As  to  the  tax  on  appraisements, 
that  bad  also  been  proposed  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
hut  it  had  been  given  up  as  a  thing  likely  to 
be   too    unproductive   to  be  entertained. 
With  regard  to  the  tax  «u  tea,  there  were 
really  serious  objsctious  taken  to  it  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  particularly  on  the  lower  sorts  of  it, 
for  it  was,  in  general,  used  with  the  poor- 
of  people,  and  this  he  knew  from 
irsoual   experience  ;    he   knew   that    the 
of  tile  poorer  clas(es  uot  only  took  tea 
irning  and  evening,  but  also  very  often 
dinner;  and  this  made  Mr.  Pitt 
lliug  to  make  it  the  subject  of  tax- 
ation.    As  to   the  article  of   tobacco,  it 
would  produce  a  great  deal  of  money,   for 
there  was  a  large  consumption  of  it;  bul 
here,  again,  it  should  be  remembered,  thai 
the  value  of  the  article  itself  was  about  6V. 
a  pound;  there  was  already  a  duty  of  Is.  7d, 
upon    it,   and    this  additional    (iff.   would 
make  the  duty  four  times  tho  value  of  the 
article,   a  great  temptation  to  smuggling, 
certainly;    the   faculty    to   which   was   the 
greater,   as  it  was  an   article  easily  carried 
on  horseback.     There  were  many  oilier 
observations  winch  he  might  make  on  other 
articles  of  taxation   proposed  by  the 
lord  ;  but  he   should   not  m.ike  them,   be- 
cause his  object  was  to  lend   all  the  aid 
tut  power   to   government,  instead   of  o 
Kructingit,   He  then  proceeded  to  ubserve, 
that  until   lately,   that  is,   long  within   his 
••a  memory,    no    attempt   was   made   to 
bring  the  public  accounts  of  this  country 
jtto  any  thing  tike   form  or   system.     He 
»i*bed  the  house  to  understand  the  situa- 
tfcfu  in  which  Mr.  1'itt  found  the  finances  of 
dMCDuiitiy,  and  the  si  tun  tion  in  which  he 
irfllheiti.  A  committee  w.i.s  appointed  some 
fttn  ago,  at  the  head  of  which  was  a  very 
Wpectable  gentleman,  Mr.  Pitt,  afterwards 
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lorJCamelfbrd;  and  other 
laleuU,  and  to  whom  the  h 
were  on  that  committee, — the  member  f 
Salisbury,  and  the  member  for  Hertfor< 
and  an  investigation  of  the  public  arcoun 
was  then  set  on  foot.    That  committee  t 
ported  to  the  house  the  taxes  then  impose 
and  the  produce  of  them ;  and  as  they  llioug' 
it  an  object  for  the  house  to  consider,  wh< 
ther  the  taxes  of  that  year  had  any  effect  c 
former  taxes,  tliey  called  for  an  account  < 
the  other;  but  what  was  most  surprising 
they  did  not  cast  up  life  totals,  and  con 
pare  the  taxes  of  the  year  with  those  whic 
had  preceded  them;  if  they  had,  they  woul 
have  found  that  the  taxes   of  that  yea 
amounted  to  one  million  less  than  thos 
of  the  preceding  year,  although  700,000; 
had  been  added  to  the  taxation  of  that  year 
"*■'    was  in  the  year  1/82.     But  when  Mi 
came  into  power,  he  put  the  finance 
into  a  regular  state.     The  first  step  he  tool 
to  move  the  house,  for  a  committee  ti 
consider  the  state  of  the  finance  of  the  coun 
try,  and  to  bring  it  into  a  proper  method 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  was  a  noblt 
lord  (Grenville),   now  at  the  head  of  th« 
treasury,  a  more  fit  person  than  whom  h« 
believe  existed,  either  for  that  si- 
tuation, or  the  present  exalted  one  which  h« 
now  filled,  and  whose  appoinlmentgave  him 
"sre  pleasure.     Under  that  noble  lord, 
made  a  report,  which  brought  forward 
the  true  state  of  the  finance  of  the  country, 
and  the  country  benefited  much  by  the  la- 
bours of  that  intelligent  committee.     At 
the  end  of  6  years,  another  committee  was 
appointed,  at  the  bead  of  which  was  lord 
Harrowby,  whose  labours  were  also  abun- 
dantly useful.     At  the  end  of  six  years  af- 
terwards,  anothercommittee  was  appoint- 
ed,  in   which   the   present   speaker  of  the 
house  of  commons  presided  ;  and  be  should 
not  be  suspected  of  flutlery  when   lie  said 
that  of  all  the  reports  he  ever  saw,  this  was 
the  host,  and  indeed  it  would  have  done  cre- 
dit to  the  widest  man  that  ever  considered  the 
subject  of  finance,  and  by  which  any  man  of 
common  undenta&cHng  might  understand 
the  subject  of  the  finance  of  this  country. 
All  this  was  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  was   highly    credilable    to   his   ruetne- 
ry.  As  to  the  subjected  the  civil  list,  he  was 
sorry  that  what  the  noble  (orj  s;iid  on  that 
subject  hid  made  the  impression  which    it 
did,  for  he  was  confident  the  noble  lord  in- 
ithing    unfavourable    from    that 
be  felt  by  the  house,  and  indeed 
the  arrears  had  arisen   from  oiuwa  which 
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..e  ..'.nvjuiU  was 


'v    .i-iwi:iig  out  em- 

;    iiii-s  was  dii  inttr- 

i"  ^rcui  auoutiou  ; 

.h  waists  a  ^reat  deal  Lo 


..    ....  hi* 

.  ^>;:p:  h^i  jl-lu  m«ide  ;u  provide 

.  jul  :ne  ^arty  endcavounug  had 

:co   :nuch,  and  oitt   tbe  late  of 

v*     -u  -t  luu  umcii ;  the  subject, 

•!:iuid  i:uL  JcJ  despoiled  of,    but 

:.  \-*    he  was  cuiiildtiic  that  much 

.  =.Liv.  ii  .us  rra<  liable  in  that  system. 

■  .,  ii  :i\'k  a  ^iew  ot   tPr  sinking  fund. 

"■>:  ;.  rr&.>n  "Ah-i  applied  a  sinking  fund 

:.:-..  .e«jfii>id  i-uuairy  was  lord  Ox- 

a:h:i  he  uil>  a  commoner,  and  so 

■  :   N  /..luji1  .lueiuied  hksi  for  that  mea- 

.  .  .  ,     -Kit  :u   i  *  pauut  ot  peerage  it  was 

v.l....   l':- •.;  lie  'tas  created  a  peer  for  it. 

:..l  .!.  h  j*ever,  in  the  South-sea  bubble, 
.-"..:    /■,,.',0i)0'.  had  been  laid  out  upon  it* 
i  !u    :>«  \'.   application   of  a  sinking  fund 
m  :^  b\    mi-  It.  Walpole  ;  but  afterwards  he 
\  \w  k  ;x\l  it  up  in  the  time  of  peace,  after  it 
\\i.\  ]\iu\  one  million  and  an  half;  but  the 
u*  -.\  Mr.kmg  fund  deserving  that  uame,  was 
:.x  >.i.auig  fund  uf  Mr.  Pitt ;  it  might  be 
>.«..j.  io  kive  been  invented  by  him*  it  was 
i-d  !\\  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Fox)^  that 
.-.'W:  il.e  A  mcrican  war,  any  administration, 
v.!m;vmt  the  plans  of  policy  it  might  have 
r-.vi'.iiinfd,  mittt  have  adopted  a  sinking 
li..!.      Ii;*  did  not  know  what  any  admi- 
i..  k:..:iv  n  might  have  do»e  >  but  this  he 
\-.u ■»■.-,  thai  nobody  ever  did  it  as  it  should 
lij  done  uut   Mr-   Pitt,  and  by  which   he 
ui.nislied  this  country  with  a  permanent 
:v\i  niie  out  of  that.which  did  not  deserve 
i.   ■  :i.  mi  of  a  revenue;  for  when  Mr.  Pitt 
■.  aMv*  iuio  power,  the  finances  of  the  coun- 
ts \\i-iv  onl\  just  suflicient  lo  pay  theinter- 
<   i  ,>;'  tt.t:  ik-bu  leaving  noihiug  for  any 
■  ■;"  \  n-y  er.ditine  :   and  in  two  ye»* 
»!i-l  lii'v,  \\l:irh  nab  from  179*t<" 
.'    '■  «'-i.ib!'.>i.e(i  a  smkiii"  funv 
.-■  ,  v.i.ilIi  he  kept  sacred, 


* » uCi  »ven  man  had  bee 

m 

■  \ .iaviugiaid  so  much  c 

..     e   -uouid  make  an  obsi 
■■■  -  vu  timers,  and  that  by  way  c 
:'u  iucas  of  gloom  as  to   the  s 
>**c  . ,  ui  uJuirs.  and  for  this  again  \ 
.'.j- 1  lii-Diec  w  Mr.  Pitt,  forr during  1 
•  ,.-c  I  trauon.  the  number  of  the  ships 
■  -m ,  ntv  taken  by  us  were  actually  ta 
'. .  ■ » v%  u  %  ._■  i ,   w  iiuie  a  umber  taken  before  that 
the  revolution,  notwithstanding 
wiiich  we  had  been  engaged,  and 
!a/^.  <uiii,  iiuwe-   had  acquired  so  much  glory.   P 

all  together,  they  would  not 
what  had   been  doae  in  the 
Lion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  which  n< 
1 1 0  men  of  war  had  been  caj 
the   possessions  of  the  Frencl 
taken  in  the  East  and  West 
most  all  their  colonies  had  b* 
We  had  never  once  been  defe 
one  engagement,  but  bad  be 
ous  every  where,  our  arms  tri 
every  part  of  the  world*     All 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
while  too  our  revenue  was  in 
infinitely  more  flourishing  thai 
was  made  the  astonishment  of 
as  well  as  the  state  of  our  trad 
merce ;  and  our  navigation  e 
yond  the  example  of  any  na! 
face  of  the  globe*    He  said  tfei 
the  due  reward  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
say  that  the  situation  of  the  p 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  was  n 
he  knew  it  was  so,  but  it  sh 
increased    by  any  captious  oj 
him ;  on  the  contrary,  he  shou, 
assist  him  in  every  thing  in  his 
he  believed  he  possessed  some 
which  might  be  useful  to  that 
on  many  of  the  topics  to  which 
alluding.  He  could  not,  ho  we  v 
than  follow  the  system  laid  d 
by  his  predecessor  in  office,  M 
wished  the  present  administrate 
and  he  wished  that,  at  the  end 
reer,  whenever  that  might  be, 
be  able  to    render    to    their 
good   an  account  of  their  la 
service,  as  had  been  done  b 
and  an   higher  honour  they 
obtain  ;  that  they  might  obtai 
hearty  wish. 

Lord  Hairy  Petty  explained 
->n  tV"   subject  of  the  arrta 
hich,  beaaid,  kwj 
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list  to  have  arisen:  from  mailers  which  wer4 1     Mr.  Hiley  Aldington  rose  to  express  his 
unavoidable,and whether betted  not also sta?  astonishment  at  what  had  fallen  from  the 


ted  his  maj/s  gracious  disposition  in  bring- 
ing forward  a  million  to  the  public  service. 
Mr.  Long  trespassed  upon  the. time, of 
the  house  but  to  reply  to  an  allusion  made 
by  a  noble  lord,  in  an  early  stage  of  the 
debate,  thafbe  (Mr.L.)  had  made  a  charge 
against  that  noble  lord,  in  his  absence 
on  a  previous  evening,  of  unhandsomely 
and  unjustly  attributing  to  the  late  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  the  leaving  great 
arrears  of  revenue  to  be  provided  for  by  his 
successor.     He  had  made   no   charge  of 


hon.  member,  in  allusion  to  a  declaration 
made  upon,  a  former  occasion  by  a  noble 
relation  of  his,  not  now  present  to  defend 
himself;  more  especially  as  lie  recollected 
that  to  a  similar  mistake  of  that  hon. .gent, 
upon  the  very  same  ground,  his  noble  re- 
lation had  given  an  explanation  totally  dif- 
ferent, and  such  as  he  conceived  satisfac- 
tory, and  corrective  to  the  hon.  gent/s 
mistake.  On  the  contrary,  his  noble  rela- 
tion had  said,  that  if  the  expences  of  the 
war  did  not    exceed  27  millions  a  year, 


il liberality  against  the  noble  lord,  but  had   that  then  he  should  be  enabled  still  to  con- 


merely  attempted  a  vindication  of  his  pre- 
decessor. The  arrears  which  now  presen- 
ted themselves  in  the  public  accounts, 
were  not  the  accumulation  of  last  year, 
but  arose  from  deficiencies  that  had  been 
regularly  carried  forward  from  year  to 
year,  and  the  amount  of  which  had  been, 
in  most  years,  increased  by  additional 
items ;  though  at  the  present  time,  they 
were  not  larger  than  the  outstanding  de- 
mands of  last  year. 

Mr.  Johnstone  expressed  his  apprehen- 
sions that  neither  the  financial  estimates 
of  the  noble  lord  would  be  so  productive, 
nor  the  expences  of  the  war  so  limited  as 
his  statements  alleged.  He  well  remember- 
ed that,  in  a  former  year  of  the  war,  a  right 
hon.  -gent,  now  a  noble  peer  (lord  Sidmouth) 
had  stated  to  the  house,  that,  under  the  aid 
of  the  sinking  fund,  the  war  might  be  car- 
ried on  at  an  annual  expence  of  27  millions, 
without  additional  burthens  on  the  country ; 
and  yet  experience  had  shown,  that  it  ex- 
ceeded that  estimate  by  nearly  20  millions. 
He  observed,  that  the  debate  of  this  night 
was  for  the  most  part  a  debate  of  para- 
doxes ;  but  the  most  extraordinary  of  them 
all  was  the  argument  of  the  right  hon. 
secretary  (Mr.  Fox)  in  respect  to  the  pro- 
perty tax,  namely,  that  the  people  would 
be  better  pleased  to  carry  up  the  impost  to 
what  he  was  pleased  to  call  "  lis  uatural 
limits,"  and  be  taxed  ten  per  cent,  at  once, 
than-  have  the  charge  gradually  increased 
every  year;  but  he  believed,  if  the  right 
hon.  gent,  had  spoken  this  night  from  that 
aide  of  the  house  where  he  had  been  so  long 
m  the  habit  of  maintaining  other  opinions, 
even  with  the  whole  force  of  his  great  ta- 
lents, and  all  his  powers  of  eloquence,  he 
would  have  found  the  strength  of  language 
linking  under  his  exertions,  in  ridiculing 
euchau  argument  coming  from  any  minister 
to  whoa  he  might  have  been  opposed. 


tinue  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt  by 
continuing  the  annual  contribution  to  the 
sinking  fund,  without  any  additional  bur- 
then on  the  country.  But  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  say  what  should  be  the  limits  of 
expenditure  in  a  war  of  such  indefinite 
magnitude. 

Mr.  Sturgcs  Bourne  made  no  opposition 
to  the  taxes  proposed,  but  thought  one 
argument  of  a  right  hon.  secretary,  in  re- 
spect to  the  property  Ux,  rather  extraor- 
dinary, and  the  very  reverse  of  what  he 
always  conceived  to  be  that  right  hon. 
gent.'s  opinion  of  that  tax.  lie  had  always 
understood  him  to  have  been  averse  to  the 
tax  altogether,  and  thought  he  recollected 
him  to  have  called  it "  an  inquisitionary  tax," 
or  some  such  epithet.  He  understood  him 
last  year  as  having  violently  opposed  a 
small  increase  of  the  tax ;  but  never  till 
that  night,  did  he  understand  the  right  hon. 
gent.'s  objection  to  that  increase,  merely 
because  it  was  too  small ;  or  to  the  tax  it- 
self, only  because  it  was  not  doubled  in  the 
first  instance,  in  order  thus  to  render  it 
more  acceptable  to  the  people. 

Mr.  Ward  begged  the  noLle  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  to  explain  one  expression 
iu  his  statement,  on  a  former  night,  re- 
specting the  subsidiary  treaty,  which  he 
stated  to  be  so  complex  and  indefinite, 
as  not  to  afford  the  means  of  ascertaining 
its  extent,  or  whether  the  million,  which 
he  claimed  as  an  arrear  on  that  account, 
was  sufficient.  The  hon.  gent,  declared, 
that,  in  his  mind,  nothing  could  be  move 
clear  and  simple,  than  the  terms  of  the 
treaty.  It  stipulated  to  allow  to  our  al- 
lies, \Sll.  10j.  per  man,  for  every  man 
brought  into  the  field,  and  British  pay 
from  the  time  they  quitted  their  own  fron- 
tier till  they  relumed  to  the  same.  Pos- 
sibly the  noble  lord's  difficulty  arose  from 
his  not  being  able  to  ascertain  what  num- 
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lber  had  returned  to  their  own  frontier ; 
or  that  the  commissaries  who,  as  it  was 
stipulated,  should  attend  and  ascertain  the 
number  of  troops  in  the  field,  had  not  so 
attended  ;  otherwise  he  could  not  under- 
stand where  the  difficulty  lay* 

Lord  Henry  Petty  answered,  that  the 
terms,  as  expressed  in  the  treaty,  did  not 
afford  the  means  of  a  clear  elucidation. 

Mr.  Brooke,  agreeably  to  the  notice  he 
had  given  on  Saturday,  rose  to  oppose  the 
tax  on  sugars,  and  said,  that  on  whichever 
side  of  the  house  he  might  sit,  he  should 
always  oppose  every  tax  that  appeared  to 
him  oppressive  on  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  and  such  he  conceived  to  be  that 
now  proposed  on  Sugars ;  and  which,  he 
was  convinced,  must  fall  on  the  planter, 
and  not  on  the  consumer;  for,  from  the 
nVst  tax  imposed  this  war,  through  all  the 
successive  increases,  and  up  to  the  present 
proposition,  which  was  to  complete  a  rise 
of  the  duty  to  10*.  per  cwt.  the  gazette 
prices  of  sugars  had  fallen,  instead  of  being 
raised  thereby,  so  that  the  loss  fell  wholly 
upon  the  planter,  who  was  willing  to  pay 
as  much  as  any  other  subject  towards  the 
war,  but  by  this  means  would  pay  infinitely 
more. 

Mr.  Vansiltart  admitted,  that  sometimes 
under  the  circumstances  of  a  glutted  mar- 
ket, and  no  foreign  demands  for  sugars, 
this  was  the  complexion  which  the  circum- 
stances of  the  sugar  trade  bore.  However 
he  promised  that  some  investigation  should 
take  place,  and  that  he  should  move  for 
an  account  of  the  average  gazette  prices  of 
sugar  for  some  years  back,  in  order  to  form 
an  accurate  estimate  of  the  facts. 

Mr.  Babington  contested  the  justice  of 
the  tax  on  property.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible tor  men  of  small  incomes  to  set  them- 
selves right  without  infringing  on  their  ca- 
pital. Nothing  he  believed  would  be  more 
difficult  than  to  persuade  people  in  the 
country,  of  the  propriet)'  of  compelling  a 
man  who  had  50/.  a  year  to  pay  a  tax  of  5/. 
while  a  man  of  45/.  a  year  wholly  escaped. 

Mr.  Vansittart  defended  the  principle  of 
the  tax.  The  hon.  gent,  had  misapprehended 
it.  It  was  not  intended,  that  the  person 
whose  income  was  but  50/.  a  year,  should 
pay  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent.  The  scale 
would  begin  at  a  low  per-centage  at  50/., 
and  proceed  by  arithmetical  progression  till 
it  arrived  at  100/.  when  the  highest  rate  of 
10  per  cent,  would  begin. — The  resolutions 
were  then  separately  read  and  agreed  to, 
and  bills  ordered  accordingly. 
5 


'  HOUSE  OF  LORf>9. 

Tmetday,  April  1. 
[ijL jsutes.]  The  Cape  of 
Trade  Regulation  bill  passed 
committee,  and  was  reported.-' 
ring  Laws  bill  was  iTad  a  3d  til 
sed,— -Judgment  was  given,  on 
of  lord  Eldon,  in  the  case  Kec 
East-India  Company,  referring ' 
of  the  points  to  the  Court  of  ( 
The  farther. consideration  of  the 
Countess  Dowager  of  Lincoln 
v.  the  duke  of  Newcastle  and 
on  the  motion  of  lord  El  don, 
Monday  the  1 4th  inst.— Lori 
moved  for  A  ccounts  of  the  V alu 
and  Exports  to  and  from  Great 
an  annual  average  of  live  ye 
1 793,  and  five  years,  ending 
for  several  other  accounts  of  t 
British  Manufactures  exportei 
Tonnage,  &c. ;  which  were  all 
Mr.  Hawthorne  brought  up  tb 
litia  Service  bill,  and  two  p 
which  were  severally  read  a  fin 


HOUSE   OF   COMMON! 

Tuesday,  April  1 . 
[Mxxutks.]  New  writs  wer 
be  issued  for  Honiton,  in  the 
John  Honywood,  deceased ; 
borough,  in  the  room  of  Wi) 
esq.  who,  since  his  election,  fc 
of  the  office  of  chief  secretary  i 
for  the  county  of  Sligo,  in  tl 
Charles  O'Hara,  esq.  who,  since 
has  accepted  of  the  office  of  one 
missioners  for  managing  the  al 
Treasury  in  Ireland  ;  and  fi 
County,  in  Ireland,  in  the  rooi 
Pariiell,  esq.  who  since  his  € 
also  accepted  of  the  office  of 
commissioners  of  the  treasury  ii 
A  petition  was  presented  from  a 
and  the  other  proprietors  oi 
Bridge,  against  the  bill  for  x 
maintaining  a  bridge  across  t 
from  Vauxhall  Turnpike. — A  j 
presented  from  the  debtors  in 
Newgate. — The  Irish  Treasury 
British  Fishery  bill,  were  read 
and  passed.— Mr.  Calcraft  bn 
account  of  unappropriated  1 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  tb 
on  the  5th  Jan.  last. — Sir  J, 
having  moved  the  2d  reading  c 
beth  Inclosure  bill,  lord  \V.  ] 
he  had  no  objection  to  the  bill 
a  second  time,  that  circumstanc 
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deritood  to  be  without  prejudice  to   the 
rppiK.itiou  nude  to  the  bill  by  the  persons 
for  whom  he  presented  the  petition,   or  to 
Ibeir  n_ht  to  be  still  heard  by  their  counsel 
against  ibe  principle  of  the  bill.     On  this 
Tr*TI*T"t'**C  '^  bill  was  re*d  a  %&  time. 
— Mr.  Vorke,  pursuant  to  notice,  moved 
ior  extracts  to  be  laid  be  lore  the  boose,  ot 
the  correspondence  between  the  govern- 
imiit  ut   Ireland,  and  the  commissioners, 
relative  to  the  suspension  of  the  Jaie  paving 
board,  m  Dublin.    Lord  De  [thtquiem  said, 
ha  did   not  mean  to  oppose  the  motion, 
though   he   must  again  repeat,   that  it  was 
natural   lor  a  set   ot   gentlemen,   who  had 
b'.vu   so   severely  censured   for  their  con- 
duct, to   have  expected  that   they  might 
h»ve  been  heard  in  their  justification,  be. 
fore   they  were  condemned.     Mr.  Yorke 
replied,   that  when  the  papers  were  before 
the  house,  they  would  sbow  that  the  Irish 
guverniueot  was  far  from  being  precipitate 
proceedings.     The  motion  was  then 
agreed  to.— Mr.  Yorke  next  moved,  that 
the  abstracts  presented  of  the  Subdivision 
Rolls,  under  the  Levy-en.masse  act,  should 
tc  printed.    He  observed,  at  the  same  time, 
■t  the  abstracts  of  the  enrollments  of  the 
1804,  contained  only  seven,  and. that 
ibe  year  1805,  only  six  counties.     He 
understood    that     the  late   administration 
...■:.:,,..!    the  lords    lieutenants  of  coun- 
ties, that  the  returns  were  to  be  made  re- 
gularly    every   year ;    why   that   was    not 
"implied  with,  he  knew  not;  hut  he  thought 
it  ol   grtat  importance,    with  a  view  to 
'■■erv  military  system,  that  the  houseshould 
know  the  number  of  men   in  this  country 
rjipahle   ol    bearing   arniE,     Agreed    to. — 
Mr. Vansil tart  present c-d, agreeably  to  order, 
liw  proclamation   made  by  his  majesty,  re- 
bjKE  to  the  Importation  of  Slaves  by  Ilri. 
lull  subjects  into  foreign  Colonies.     Thi 
Attorney   General  then   obtained  leave  t< 
mug  in  a  bill  for  preventing  ihe  Impor 
titimi  of  Slaves  by  British  subjects,  or  ii 
Hniuh  bottoms,  into  foreign  islands,  Sec. 
•ad  lor  rendering  mure  eil'eclual  the   order 
«(  hi*  majesty   in  council  on  this  subject, 
dated   lath  August  last.— Mr.  Vansittart 
taught  up  the   Tea  Duty  bill,  and  the  To- 
bsecn  Duly  bill,  which  were   read  a  firsi 
tme.— On    the  motion   ol   Mr.  Vansittart 
>We   was   ordered   to   be    laid  before   the 
if  the  number  of  pel 
the  Income  Duty  in  1801, 
MdProperly   Tax    hi   1S03.     Alsooflhe 
Cane  Assessment,  under  the  Property  '1 
»  the  year     1803,    distinguishing  each 
fu'iniy,  .Sic.    so  far  as    the  same  can  be 


made  up. — Mr.  Iluskisson  moved  for  cer- 
papers-  not,  he  said,  to  provoke  a  re™ 
uewal  of  the  discussion  which  had  already 
taken  place,  but  with  a  view  to  get  quit  of 
it.  He  accordingly  moved  for  a  compa- 
rative account  of  demands  outstanding  in 
1805,  and  I&0(>,  exclusive  of  those  for 
Naval  Services ;  for  an  account  thewing 
how  the  I  \  million  remaining  unemployed 

loth  January,  iSOb',  had  been  employed ; 

id,  for  an  account  of  the  Disposition  of 
3\  Million*  granted  last  year  for  subsidies; 
and  whether  any,  and  what  proportion  *? 
them  had  been  applied  for  Navy  Services 
the  year  1801). — The  house  then  went 
into  a  committee  on  the  Ordnance  Trea- 
surer's bill,  when,  after  a  conversation  be- 
ween  lord  II.  Petty  and  Mr.  Calcrait  on 
he  one  side,  and  Mr.  Huskiason  and  Mr. 
S.  Bourne  on  the  other,  principally  on  the 
point  whether  the  idea  of  reform  in  thia 
department  had  occurred  to  the  late  board 
previous  to,  or  in  consequence  of,  tbe 
Tenth  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Naval 
Enquiry,  the  bill  was  gone  through,  and 
the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  received  to- 


[PaoPERTYTaxBn.L.]  Mr.  Vansittart 
brought  in  tbe  Property  Tax  bill,   which 

was  read  a  first  time  ;  and  on  the  motion 
for  its  second  reeding. 

Sir  Hubert  Buxton  said,  that  es  he  had 
not  bad  an  opportunity  of  speaking  on  thia 
subject  before,  he  would  now  remark  on 
the  extreme  injustice  and  hardship  which 
the  bill  would  inflict,  as  well  on  the  lower 
classes  of  the  people,  as  on  the  landed  pro- 
perty of  the  kingdom  in  general.  If  die 
exemptions  for  repairs,  fur  instance,  wen 
taken  away,  the  tax  would  fall  unequally, 
at  least,  in  tbe  proportion  of  12/.  or  13/. 
per  cent,  on  the  landed  interest.  This  do- 
ing away  of  that  exemption,  he  had  always 
opposed.  He  did  so  on  bringing  in  the  bill 
ol  last  year,  and  if  those  whose  business 
it  more  peculiarly  was,  should  not  attend  to 
it,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  propose  ex- 
emptions for  that  purpose  in  the  committee. 

Mr.  Vansittart  replied,  that  the  exemp- 
tion alluded  to  was  not  included  in  the  pre- 
sent bill,  and  that  the  committee  was  the 
proper  stage  for  the  discussion  of  that  sub- 
ject. He  said,  he  meant  to  propose,  that 
the  bill  should  be  read  a  2d  time  to-morrow, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  it  committed  on 
Thursday,  after  which  it  would  be  printed, 
and  a  day  appointed  for  the  report,  after  the 
holidays,  when  it  would  be  competent  to 
any  gent.,  who  thought  proper,  to  move  for 
its  being  recommitted.     Ho  assured  tha 
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house,  At  the  same  time,  that  his  noble 
friend,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
had  every  disposition  to  listen  to  every  rea- 
sonable suggestion  that  might  be  made ;  but 
he  must  also  remark,  that  exemptions  of 
that  kind  might  be  just  and  right,  in  parti- 
cular cases,  which  would  be  highly  injuri- 
ous if  generally  adopted. 

Mr.  Aider  man  Prinsrp  said,  he  was 
aware  that  this  was  not  the  proper  stage  for 
going  into  any  discussion  :  but  promised  to 
deliver  his  sentiments  upon  it,  when  the 
bill  should  bo  in  a  committee. 

Mr.  Battard  *  a.ut\onn\  the  house,  while 
they  limited  the  operation  of  the  act  to  10 
per  cent: against  sanctioning  a  principle  by 
which  more  than  that  amount  might  fail  on 
any-  particular-  class. 

.Mr*  Shaw  Ltfevrt  thanked  the  hon.  gent, 
for  the  attention  paid  by  him  to  the  conve- 
nience, of  a  certain  class  of  the  member e 
of  that  house,  and  suggested  Monday,  the 
Silt  April,  as  the  most  convenient  day  af- 
ter tbrreeess  for  taking  up  the  consideration 
of'  the' bill— The  bill  was. then  ordered  to 
be  read,  asecond  time  to-morrow. 

[Affairs  of  India.]  Mr.  Hobkouse 
moved  to  postpone  tbeorder  of  the  day  for 
taking.- into  farther  consideration  the  re- 
port .of  the  committee  to  whom  the  peti- 
tion of  the  private  creditors  of  the  late  na- 
bobs of  the.  Carnatic  was  referred,  and 
moved  that  the  same  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration on  Monday  sen  night. 

Mr.  Francis  wished  to  know  if  the  re- 
port would  be  printed  in  time  for  the  pre- 
vious* consideration  of  members,  before 
they  were,  called  on  to  discuss*  a  Bubject  of 
such  importance. 

Mr.  Hothouse  answered,  that  it  was  now 
printing,  and  he  had  every  reason  to  think 
it-  would  be  finished  time  enough  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  every  member  during  the  re- 
cess. If  not,  however,  he  should  have  no 
objection, hereafter,  to  any  reasonable  delay. 

Mr.  Francis  said,  the  subject  was  one  of 
the  .utmost  importance,  which  involved  a 
question  of  6ome  millions,  no  less  than  six, 
which  certain  gentlemen,  who  called  them- 
selves the -creditors  of  the  late  nabobs  of 
Arcot,  said  were  due  to  them  by  those 
princes :  if  this  was  now  to  be  paid,  it  must 
come  out  of  the  coffers  of  the  East-India 
company;  and  in  their  present  most  em- 
barrassed and  distressed  situation,  he  felt 
i£  of  high  importance  to  consider  how  far 
it  was  prudent  to  throw  such -a  claim  upon 
them. 

Mr.  Hobhome  said,  that  the  question 
before  the  house  regarded  only  a  short 


postponement,  and  would  not  allow  him 
to  go  into  tlw  merits  of  the  measure. 
On  Mnuday  sa'nnight  he  should '  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  and  'would  fully 
explain  the  grounds  upon  which  it  was 
fbuuded.  At  present,  he  should  abstain 
from  all  argument,  as  not  being  the  proper 
time  for  discussion. 

Mr.  Goiding  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  let. 
ter  from  the  governor  and  council  at  Ben- 
gal, dated  '2*th  March,  1805,  to  the  court  of 
liirectorsof  the  India  company,  in  relation 
to  the  friendly  conduct  of  the  nabob  of 
Oude  towards  the  British  troops  engaged 
in  the  Marhatta  war ;  which  was  ordered. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  rose  to  express  his 
hope,  that  an  lion,  gent,  opposite  to  him 
(Mr.  Huddleston)  who  had  given  notice  of 
a  motion  for  that  day,  respecting  the  pro- 
duction of  India  papers,  would  have  no 
objection  to  defer  that  motion  to  another 
day,  as  a  right  hon.  friend  of  his,  not  now 
in  the  house,  (Mr;  Fox)  was  precluded 
by  indisposition  from  attending  in  his  place, 
and  w)io  was  certainly  desirous  of  being 
present  at  any  discussion  which  might  take 
place  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  HwddUsto*  answered,  that  from  the 
polite  and  modest  manner  in  which  the  no- 
ble lord  had  shaped  his  request,  as  well  as  an 
earnest  desire  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  al- 
luded to  should  be  present  when  he  made 
his  motion,  because,  from  the  known  opi- 
nions on  that  subject  always  avowed  by  that 
right  hou.  gent.,  he  relied  upon  his  support 
to  his  motion,  he  should  have  no  objec- 
tion to  postpone  it  till  Thursday. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Wednesday,  April  2. 
[Mixhtes.]  Lord  Walsicghara  moved 
for  an  Address  to  his  Majesty  to  requests 
Copy  of  the  Second  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  revise  and  digest  the 
Civil  Affairs  of  the  Navy.  Ordered.— The 
Irish  Militia  Service  bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  committed  for  Monday  the  14th 
inst.— -The  royal  assent  was  given  by  Com- 
mission to  the  Expiring  Laws  bill  and  three 
private  bills.  The  Commissioners  were 
the  lord  chancellor,  lord  Walsingham,  and 
lord  Auckland.— The  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
Trade  Regulation  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed)  and  a  message  sent  to  the  com- 
mons to- acquaint  them  therewith.— A  peti- 
tion was  presented  from  lord  vise.  Hawsr- 
den,  claiming  the  Right  of  Voting  at  the 
Election  for  Representative  Peers  of  Ire- 
land, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Privileges.— Adjourned  to  the  14th  inst. 
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ffOtfSB  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday  April  2. 
[Minutes.]  Mr.  Quarme,  the  yeoman 
sjaner  of  the  black  rod,  appeared  at  the 
bar,  and  summoned  the  house  to  attend  in 
the  house  of  lords,  to  hear  the  royal  assent 
given  by  commission  to  several  public  and 
private  bills-  The  Speaker,  ou  bis  return, 
acquainted  the  house,  that  he  had  been  in 
the  house  of  peers,  and  heard  the  royal  as- 
sent given  by  commission  to  the  Newfound- 
land Judicature  hill,  the  St.  Sepulchre's 
Workhouse  bill,  and  several  private  bills. — 
A  message*  from  the  lords  informed  the 
house,  that  their  lordships  had  agreed  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Trade  Regulation 
bill,  without  any  amendment.— Mr.  Kemp 
from  the  Commissioners  of  Excise,  pre- 
sented at  the  bar  of  the  house,  an  account 
or  estimate  of  all  duties  of  Excise  in  Great 
Britain  charged  and  outstanding  on  the  5th 
of  January  1805,  and  on  the  5th  of  January 
1806,  respectively;  distinguishing  the  se- 
veral articles,  and  temporary  from  perma- 
nent duties,  so  far  as  relate  to  the  Revenue 
of  Excise  in  England,  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  table,  and  to  be  printed.— 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  Pro* 
perty  Tax  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 


himself  considerably  better  than  he  was 
yesterday,  and  that  he  bad  great  hopes  of 
being  able  to  attend  to-morrow.  The 
Speaker  asked  whether  the  right  bon.secre* 
tary  intended  to  fix  bis  motion  for  to-mor- 
row? To  which  question  Mr.  Windham 
answered,  yes.  General  Tarleton  then  said; 
there  was  a  motion  of  his,  to  the  same  pur- 
port, which  stood  for  to-morrow,  and  which 
was  entitled  to  priority,  but  that  he  would 
readily  wave  it.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Wind* 
ham  was  accordingly  fixed  for  to-morrow. 
—Sir  J.  Duckworth's  Annuity  bill,  was 
brought  in,  read  a  first  time, "and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow. — Dr. 
Duigeuan  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
Irish  First  Fruits  bill,  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 


to-morrow,—- On  the  order  of  the  day  being 
read  for  the  house  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  Supply,  it  was,  on  the  mo* 
t ion  of  gir  J.  Newport,  ordered*  that  the 
several  petitions  which  were  presented 
to  the  house  upon  the  7th  day  of  March 
last,  and  the  1st  day  of  this  instant  April, 
relative  to  the  English  Protestant  Schools 
in  Ireland;  the  Foundling  Hospital;  the 
Hibernian  Marine  Society ;  the  Hibernian 
School  for  Soldiers9  Children ;  the  Female 
ordered  to  be  committed  to-morrow,  the  {Orphan  House;  the  Association  for  dhv 
right  hon.  gent,  stating  that  the  committal 
to-morrow  would  be  only  projbrmd,  and 
that  it  was  intended  to  have  the  bill  re- 
committed on  the  St  st  lost.— The  Tea  Duty 
bill,  and  the  Tobacco  Duty  bill,  were  seve- 
rally read  a- second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  on  Monday,  the  14th  instant. — 
The  house,  in  a  committee,  went  through 
the  Loan  bill,  and  the  report  was  ordered 
Co  be  brought  op  to-morrow.— Mr-  Vansit*! 
fart  moved,  that  the  house  do  resolve  itself 


countenancing  Vice;  the  Westmorland  Lock 
Hospital;  the  House  of  Industry;  the  Fever 
Hospital;  the  Lying-in  Hospital;  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons;  the  Dublin 
Society  for  promoting  Husbandry  and  othef 
useful  Arts;  the  Farming  Society;  the 
Corporation  for  paving,  cleansing,  and 
lighting  the  City  of  Dublin ;  the  Commis- 
sioners for  making  wide  and  convenient 
Streets  in  Dublin;  the  Roman  Catholic 
Seminary ;  the  Parish  Church  of  Saint  An- 


into  a  committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  in  drew;  the  Hospital   founded  by  Dr.  Ri- 
which  he  moved,  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  chard  Steevens;  and  the  Commissioners  of 

m  __:ii:^_-     t ^ j  j.„  i  ■_ •    -__  i ri\ :^.i_i_  i^ *:.—_- a  n «.-    i 


3  millions,  be  granted  to  his  majesty  by  a 
loan  on  Exchequer  bills,  towards  the  sup* 
ply  of  the  present  year ;  which  w&s  agreed 
to,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow.-— Mr.  Secretary  Windham  rose, 
and  apologised  to  the  house,  for  being 
under  the  necessity  of  postponing  the  bring- 
ing forward  his  motion,  relating  to  the  Mi- 
fitary  Establishments  of  the  country,  pur- 
suant to  the  notice  he  had  given,  on  ac- 
mnat  of  the  severe  indisposition  of  his, 
sight  hon.  friend  (Mr*  Fox),  lie  hoped, 
however,  the  delay  would  not  be  longer 
tban  to-morrow.  He  had  just  left  his  right 
hen*  friend  before  he  came  down  do  the 
bouse,  who  had  told  him,  that  he  found 
Vol.  VI. 


Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests,  be  re* 
ferred  to  the  said  committee.  The  house 
then  went  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  in 
which  a  variety  of  sums  were  voted,  ac- 
cording to  annual  custom,  towards  the 
support  of  the  above  charitable  institutions 
in  Ireland,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  received  to-moir»w.— Sir  J.  Newport 
moved,  that  the  house  do  resolve  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  to 
consider  the  acts  which  imposed  a  duty  on 
Dwelling  He-uses,  in  Ireland;  which  being 
done,  the  hon.  baronet  said,  there  had  been 
a  duty  of  3*.  imposed  in  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  on  Dwelling  Houses  in  Ireland, 
which  had  been  found  oppressive  on  a  great 
Tt 
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number  of  the  inhabitants,  and  had  given 
considerable  dissatisfaction,  as  there  were 
many  houses  that  did  not  pay  at  all,  and 
as  the  duty  was  very  trifling,  it  was  thought 
nece    ary  to  repeal  such  part  of  the  said 
act.     He  therefore  moved,  that  the  dutv 
of  Ss.  on  certaiu  Dwelling  Houses  in  Ire- 
land, do  cease  and  determine.    Mr.  J.  Fitz- 
gerald said,  lie  had  foretold,  when  the  duty 
alluded  to'  was  proposed,  in  the  last  ses- 
sion, the  great  dissatisfaction  it  would  create 
in  Ireland,  and  had,  therefore,  strenuously 
opposed  it.     He  was  very  glad,  therefore, 
to  find,  that  his  majesty's  present  ministers 
bad  determined  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  the 
people,  by  easing  thein  of  so  irksome  a 
burthen.    The  motion  was  then  agreed  to, 
and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
morrow.—The  house  then  went  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  acts  relative  to  Irish  Bank 
Notes;  iu  which,  sir  J.  Newport  stated, 
that  by  the  act  of  the  43d  of  his  majesty, 
the  bank  of  Ireland  had  been  placed,  as  to 
the  issue  of  bank  notes,  nearly  on  the  same 
footing  with   that  of  Englaud ;    but,  that 
by  the  44th  of  the  king,  that  provision  had 
been  repealed,  and  it  was  now  thought  ex- 
pedient it  should  be  revived  ;  he  therefore 
moved,  that  the  act  of  the  43d  of  the  king, 
relative  to  the  issue  of  bank  notes,  in  Ire* 
laud,  repealed  by  the  act  of  the  44th  of  his 
majesty,  be  revived  and  amended.     The 
resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the  report 
ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. — Mr. 
Hawthorne  brought  up  the  report  on  the 
Ordnance  Treasurer's  bill,which  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. — Mr.  C.  Wynne  brought 
up  Copies  of  the  Correspondence  between 
the  Irish-  Government  and  the  Dublin  Pa- 
ving Board,  pursuant  to  order ;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. — He  afterwards 
brought  up  the  return  of  the  Deputy  Clerk 
of  the  Crown  in  Ireland,  relative  to  the 
return  of  sir  John  Newport,  bart.  for  the 
county  of  the  city  of  Waterford,   which 
stated,  that  the  said  return  was  received 
at  the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown, 
in  Dublin,  on  the  24th  of  March  last,  and 
was,  by  him,  delivered   into   the  General 
Post-Office,  in  Dublin,  on  the  said  24th  day 
of  March,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Crown- 
Office  in.  England.     Lord  II.  Petty,  in  the 
absence  of  his  right  hon.  friend,  Mr.  Fox, 
gave    notice,   that   he   would,  to-morrow, 
move,   that   the  sheritt   of  the  county  of 
Watirford  do  attend  at  the  bar  of  the  house. 
—  On  the  motion  of  lord  Henry  Petty,  sir 


John  Newport  was  added  to  the 
for  examining  the  joint  accoui 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.— Mr 
notice  of  his  intention  to  brie 
to-morrow,  a  motion  of  the  uti 
queuce  with  regard  to  the  int 
America  with  our  West-Indii 
This  motion  he  was  urged  to  pi 
sequence  of  what  he  heard  wa 
ward  elsewhere,  combined  will 
tion  of  great  importance  which 
to  be  on  the  tapis. — The  idea 
the  governors  of  the  West-Indi 
suspend  our  navigation  laws 
war,  struck  him  to  be  a  projei 
ing,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  at  oi 
for  the  production  of  such  docu 
knew  were  calculated  to  she? 
the  inexpediency,  but  the  dang 
proceeding. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMON! 

Thursday,  /Ipiil  3* 
[Minutes.]  Mr.  Baldwin 
petition  from  the  owners  and  < 
lands  iu  the  parish  of  Lambeth, 
Lambeth  Inclosure  Bill,  prayinj 
by  counsel,  againfct  the  bill,  wl 
ferred  to  the  committee  on  th 
ingrossed  bill  i or  amending  an 
iu  Ireland  in  the  29th  year  of  I 
II.  intituled,  "  An  act  for  an 
making  more  effectual  the  sev< 
lating  to  the  First  Fruits,  pa;i 
Ecclesiastical  Benefices  in  thi 
and  for  the  belter  regulation  a 
ment  of  the  Charitable  Beqi 
Hugh  Boulter,  late  lord  archb 
magh,  for  augmenting  the  ma: 
poor  Clergy  in  this  kingdom," 
as  relates  to  the  said  charital 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  pa 
Johnsou,  from  the  office  of  the 
tary  for  Ireland,  presented  to 
pursuant  to  their  orders,  a  re 
number  of  Common  Law  Sul 
Writs  of  Capias  Quo  Minus, 
the  court  of  exchequer  in  lreli 
last  four  years,  commencing  th 
vember,  1801 ;  and  also  an  ac< 
quantity  of  Spirits  distilled  in 
ported  into  Great  Britain  in  tli€ 
1805,  1803,  1804,  and  1805, 
amount  of  the  Duty  paid  in  eai 
the  amount  thereof  in  the  \v 
were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
Iluttou,  from  the  navy  pay 
pen  ted  to  the  house,  pursuant 
ders,  an  account  of  the  sun; 
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uwined  in  bis  majesty's  exchequer 
Slsi  of  December,  180-1,  being  part  of  the 
grants  of  parliament  for  nwval  services  for 
the  year  1 so-t ;  and  also  an  account  of  the 
aggregate  amouut  of  the  certified  balances 
in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  navy 
•ad  his  cashiers  on   the  31st  of  December, 
1804  ;   and  also  an   account  of  the  exche- 
quer bills  issued  from  Ins  majesty's  exche- 
quer lor  naval  services,  which  remained  in 
the  hands  of  messrs.  B.  and  A,  Goldsmid 
onllie  Slsl  of  December,  1804.— The  at- 
torney-general presented  to  the  house,  ac- 
cording to  order,  a  bill  to.  prevent  the  im- 
portation of  Slaves  by  any  of  his  majesty's 
aubjecla  into  any   islands,  culonies,  planta- 
tion*, or  territories  belonging  to  any  toreigu 
•oirereign,  state,  or  power;  and  also  to  render 
mote  effectual  a  certain  order,  made  by  his 
majesty  in  council  on  (hi-  Kith  day  of  August, 
MflPi   'or   prohibiting    Lh«   importation  of 
I  laves  (except  iucerLaiueascsJiutoauyofthe 
settlements,  islands,  colonies,  or  plantations 
I      on  the  continent  of  America,  or  in  the  West 
ImJien,  which  have  been  surrendered  to  his 
I      Majesty's  artnsduriugtncprescut  war;  and 
I     ibe  same  was  received,  aud  read  the  first 
|-  line,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time 
I    Mlbelb'thtnst.— The  secretary  at  war  pre- 
I    wilted  several  militarv. estimates, which,  he 
f    wid,  did  uol  relate  to  Lh.;  military  arranne- 

gave  iau.ee   .hatTon  Monday  ,c'iiiugh't,  1; 

deration  in  a  committee   of  supply. — M: 
^'ansiUart  presented  the   secinid   report  of 


aSaire  of  the  navt  ;  -.vfiicii 

sat  ordered  to  be 

printed.— 3ir.V*uiUurl 

brought  Up  a  bill 

iur  granting  eertu  a  d»li 

tog   iron;  which 

was  read,  a"  lirst   time,  a 

d   ordered  to   be 

read  a  second  time  on  M 

ndaysu'unight. — 

Mr.  I'erceyal  gave  no  tire 

■  .  ton  1  ■■  5rst 

day  after   the  recess   he 

voutd  bring  in  a 

,n  I. 


diary  curates.— Sir  John  Duckworth's  An- 
nuity  bill  Mas  read  a  second  time,  and  or- 
fcied  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house  on 
Alouday  se'nnight. — The  Treasurer  of  the 
Ordnance  bill  was  read  a  third  lime,  and 
pMsed.  A  clause  was  introduced,  provi- 
ding that  the  bank  should  not  be  account- 
able  for  mistakes  that  might  happen  in  fi- 

frtji>n»i,  ..ii  the  Progeny  Tax  bill,  which 
•Murdered  to  be  taken  into  further  con- 
wleralion  oil  Monday  fouiiight, — Mr. 
llijvtlioru  teoorted  horn  L Ji e  comur.itte  oi 
UmwLvlu  house,  to  whom  it  w at  referred  to 


ISOfj. — Minutes.  [~ 

consider  further  of  the  supplv  ^ranted 
his  nctjesiy,  the  resolutions  which  thacoi 
mittt-e  had  ilirected  him   tu   report   to   il 
home;    which  are   as    follow,    via". — It 
solved,    1,   "  That  a  sum,  not  uxccodn 
•il, 6o<>{.  Irish  currency,   be   grained  to  I 
majesty,  to  be  paid  to  the  trustees  of  t! 
linen  and  hempen  manufactures  in  Irelau 
for  promoting  and    encouraging   the   sit 
manufactures,  from  the  5th  d.ryof  Juuuar 
180(j,   to   the   5th  day  of  January,    ISO 
under  such  regulations  and   a),      ;"i;    ' 
as  shall  be  directed    by    Parliament- 
That  a  sum,   not  exceeding  125,000/.  In: 
currency,  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  ft 
defraying  tha   expeiice  of  civil  buildup 
in   Ireland,  from  the   5th  day  of  Januaij 
I8(jti,  to  the  5th  day  of  January,  1607.     i 
That  a  sum,  not   exceeding    1,200/.   Iris 
currency,  be  granted  to  his  majesty,   fo 
defraying  the  expence  of  printing  and  bind 
ing  250  copius  of  the  acts  of  the  4b'th"yea 
of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty.     +,  Tha 
a  sum,  not  exceeding   10,500/.  Irish  cur 
rency,  begranted  to  his  majesty,  for  defray 
iug  the  expence  of  publishing  prodama 
tions  and  advertisements  in  the  Dublin  ga 
leelte,  and  other  newspapers   in    Ireland 
om  the  5th  day  of  January,   KSOb',  to  thi 
lh  day  of  January,  lSOf.     5.  That  a  sum 
it  exceeding  2I,BS0/.  Irish  currency,!* 
■.mted  to  his  majesty,  for  defraying  tht 
Mtrgs  of  the  printing,  stationery,  and  olhei 
sbursemeatBj  for  the  chief  and  under  se- 
'etaries'  offices  and  apartments,  and  other 
public  offices  in  Dublin  Castlu,  &c.  and  for 
the  riding- charges  and   other   expeuces   oi 
tlie  deputy  pursuivants  and  extra  messen- 
gers attending  the  said  offices,  from  the  5th 
day  of  January,    ISOfi,  to  the  5th   day  of 
January,  ISO".     6.  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding 25,000/.  Irish  currency,  be  grant- 
ed to  his  majesty,  for  defraying  the  expence 
of  criminal  prosecutions,  and  other  law  ex- 
pellees in   Ireland,  for  one  year,   from  the 
SOo",  to  the  5th  day  of 


lbOr. 


Tha 


oo/.  Irish  currency,  be  grant  it 

to  his  majesty  lor  [ielraytr.g  the  expence  of 
apprehending  public  offenders  in  Ireland, 
from  the  5th  day  of  January,  ISOfj',  to  tint 
5th  day  of  January,  180/.  'S.  Thai  asum, 
noL  exceeding  5,000/.  Irish  caireucy,  be 
granted  to  his  majesty,  to  be  paid  to  tho 
board  ol  first  tiuits,  lor  building  new 
RhurcFiaa,  and  rebuilding  old  churchts,  in 
such  parishes  as  no  public  servile  has  been 
performed  in  fur  twenty  years  last  past,  and 
for.  the   encouragement   of  buiiuing  g.ube 
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houses  on  such  terms  as  they  shall  think 
fit,  for  one  year,  from  the  5th  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1806,  to  the  5ih  day  of  January,  1807. 
9.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  254/.  18*. 
10|r/.  Irish  currency,  be  granted  to  his  ma- 
jesty, for  completing  the  sum  necessary  for 
the  support  of  the  non-conforming  minis- 
ters of  Ireland,  for  one  year,  from  the  5th 
day  of  January,  1805,  to  the  5th  day  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1806*.  10.  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding 9,4*291'  !**'•  Ir>sh  currency,  be 
granted  to  his  majesty,  for  the  support  of 
the  non-  con  forming  ministers  of  Ireland 
for  one  year,  from  the  5th  day  of  January, 

1806,  to  the  5th  day  of  January,  1807. 
11.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  1,047/.  10*. 
3d.  Irish  currency,  be  granted  to  his  ma- 
jesty, for  defraying  the  expeuce  of  pratique 
in  the  port  of  Dublin,  from  the  5th  day  of 
January,  180o\  to  the  5th  day  of  January, 

1807.  12*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
6 10/.  6'*.  11  id.  Irish  currency,  be  granted 
to  his  majesty,  for  defraying  the  expendi- 
ture at  his  majesty's  gold  mine  at  Croaghan, 
in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  from  the  5th  day 
of  January,  180o\  to  the  5th  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1807.  13.  That  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing 340/.  Irish  currency,  be  granted  to  his 
majesty,  to  be  paid  to  Stephen  Moore,  esq. 
accountant- general,  for  ms  extraordinary 
trouble  and  expence  in  preparing  and 
printing  the  public  accounts  of  Ireland  laid 
before  the  house  of  commons  in  this  ses- 
sion of  parliament.  14.  That  a  sum,  not 
exceeding  240/.  Irish  currency,  be  granted 
to  his  majesty,  to  be  paid  to  John  Smart, 
esq.  deputy  accountant-general,  for  his  ex- 
traordinary trouble  in  preparing  the  public 
accounts  of  Ireland  for  Parliament,  for  one 
year,  ending  the  5th  day  of  January,  ISOb*. 
15.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  200/.  Irish 
currency,  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  to  be 
paid  to  Paul  le  Bas,  esq.  examiuator  of 
corn  bounties,  for  his  trouble  in  keeping 
the  accounts  in  the  said  office.  16.  That 
a  sum,  not  exceeding  250/.  Irish  currency, 
be  granted  to  his  majesty,  to  be  paid  to 
Robert  Marshall,  esq.  inspector-general  of 
imports  and  exports,  for  his  expence  and 
trouble  in  preparing  the  accounts  of  the  im- 
ports and  exports  of  Ireland  for  Parlia- 
ment, for  one  year,  ending  the  5th  day  of 
January,  1805.  17.  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding 500/.  Irish  currency,  be  granted  to 
his  majesty,  to  be  paid  to  Rogers  Wether- 
all,  esq.  first  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  in- 
spector-general ot  imports  and  exports  in 
Ireland,  for  his  extraordinary  trouble  in 
preparing  accounts  for  parliament*      18. 


That  s^sum,  not  exceeding  fOGs 
rency,  be  granted  to  bis  majesty 
to  George  Hatton,  esq.  examii 
cise,  for  his  extraordinary  troi 
pence  in  preparing  accounts  for 
19.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
currency,  be  granted  to  his  ma 
paid  to  Samuel  Hood,  esq.  at 
minator  of  excise,  for  his  ex 
trouble  in  preparing  aceounti 
ment.  SO.  That  a  sum,  not 
200/.  Irish  currency f  be  grante 
jesty,  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  I 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  audita 
chequer,  for  his  extraordinary 
preparing  accounts  for  parlia 
That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  74C 
rency,  be  granted  to  his  majesty 
ing  the  charge  of  clothing  thi 
guards  for  eighteen  months,  < 
the  1st  day  of  December,  1902 
a  sum,  not  exceeding  2,000/.  1 
cy,  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  f 
the  charge  of  incidents  of  thi 
Ireland,  from  the  5th  day  of  Jm 
to  the  5th  day*  of  January, 
That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  2£,i 
Irish  currency,  be  granted  to 
for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  i 
Society  in  Dublin  for  promot 
Protestant  Schools  in  Ireland, 
day  of  January,  1 8©6\  to  the 
January,  1807*  24.  That  a  s 
ceeding  22,500/.  Irish  currenc) 
,to  his  majesty,  for  defraying  tb 
the  Foundling  Hospital  in  Dub 
5th  day  of  January,  1806,  to  tl 
January,  1907.  25.  That  a  si 
ceeding  l,58&/»  155.  Irish  c 
granted  to  his  majesty,  for  d 
charge  of  the  Hibernian  marii 
Dublin,  from  the  5th  day  of  Ja 
to  the  5th  day  of  January,  180' 
a  sum,  not  exceeding  8,210 
Irish  currency,  be  granted  to 
for  defraying  the  expence  of  tfc 
School  for  Soldiers'  children,  1 
day  of  January,  1806,  to  th< 
January,  1807 .  27.  That  a  I 
ceeding  1,081/.  2*,  -  2rf.  Irish  < 
granted  to  his  majesty,  ford 
charge  of  the  /Female  Orp 
near  Dublin,  from  the  5th  d 
ary,  1806,  to  the  5th  day 
1807.  28.  That  a  sum,  nc 
1,391/*  2?.  6d.  Irish  currency 
to  his  majesty,  for  defraying  I 
which  may  be  incurred  by  the 
lor  flUscounteuaucing  vice,and  pi 
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knowledge  and  practice  of  the  Christian 
ligion,  from  the  5th  day  of  January,  IS 
to  the  5lb  day  of  January,  1  807-  $9- 1 
a  sum,  not  exceeding  8,9HtW.  Irish  curt 
ey,  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  for  support- 
ing the  Westmorland  Lock  Hospital  in 
Dublin,  from  the  5th  day  of  January,  1  80(>, 
to  the  5th  day  of  January,  I H07 .  30.  Thai 
>  sum,  not  exceeding  22,862/.  17*.  10rf. 
Irish  currency,  be  granted  to  his  majesiv, 
for  defraying  the  charge  of  supporting  the 
House  of  Industry  and  Penitentiary  in 
Dublin,  from  the  5th  day  of  January,  lW<f, 
to  the  5  th  day  of  January,  1H07.  31.  That 
•  turn,  not  exceeding  1,030/.  18,.  tit/.  Irish 
currency,  be  grained  to  his  majesty,  for 
defraying  tbaexpence  of  maintaining  eighty 
patient*  in  the  House  of  Recovery  and  Fe- 
"  r  Hospitnl  in  Cork-street,  Dublin,  from 
t  Stli  day  of  January,  lhOfr,  to  the  5th 
4«y  of  January,  1807.  32.  That  a  sum, 
■ol  exceeding  2,287/.  8i.  Irish  currency, 
tie  granted  to  his  majesiv,  for  defraying  the 
Mpence  of  the  Lying-in  Hospital  in  Dublin, 
"rom  the  5th  dav  of  January,  ISOfJ,  to  the 
\  day  of  January,  I8O7.  33.  That  a 
>t  exceeding  4,500/.  Irish  currency, 
e  granted  to  hia  majesty,  towards  defray- 
glfce  ex  pence  of  building  the  intended 
[alt  for  the  Roval  College  of  Surgeons  in 
IreUnd,    from    the    5th    day    of  January, 


1Mb', 


5th  Am 
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ig  (0,000/. 
Irish  currency,  be  granted  to  bis  majesty, 
to  be  paid  to  the  Dublin  Society  for  pro- 
Moling  Husbandry  and  other  useful  Arts 
W  Ireland,  from  the  5th  day  ui  January, 
IHtf,  to  the  5th  day  of  January,  U07,  wider 
luth  regulation*  and  appropriation  a*  shall 
be  directed  by  parliament.— S5.  That  a 
win,  not  exceeding  SjtfljtH,  Irish  currency, 
I*  granted  to  his  majesty,  fin  dnw  uig  tin- 
KbBllces  of  tile  Farmjag  Si.tieli  or  liukml, 
froui  the  5th  day  of  January,  IS06,  to  the 
*h  day  of  January,  1R07-— 3d".  That  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  -H)0/.  Irish  currency,  be 
panted  to  his  majesty,  lor  defraying  the 
cbarge  of  the  Gilice  of  the  Commissioner; 
*l  Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests, 
WO  the  5th  day  of  January,  IKOd',  to  the 
ihof  January,  1807. — 37 -That  a  sum,  not 
tteeeding  10,000/.  Irish  currency,  be  giant- 
•d  10  his  majeslv,  for  paving,  cleansing,  and 
Kfbting  the  streets  of  Dublin,  from  the  5th 
fcy  of  January,  180G,  to  the  5th  dav  of  Ja- 
_',  180?.— 38.  That  h  sum,  not  exceed- 
bi(4,5UO/.  Irish  currency,  be  granted  to 
aomajesty,  to  be  paid  to  tiie  commissioners 
fer  making  wide  and  convenient  streets  in 


the  city  of  Dublin,  from  the  5lh  day  1 
January,  180o',  to  the  5th  day  01  .himun 
1 807 .—39-  That  a  sum,  not  exeeedu 
8,1)00/,  lush  currency,  be  granted  to  (1 
majesty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  Hi 
Roman  Catholic  Seminary  Mi  Ireland,  froi 
the  5th  dav  of  January,  1806,  to  tue  5t 
day  of  January,  1807.— 40.  That  a  sum.  nc 
exceeding  2,700/.  Irish  currency,  be  gram 
ed  to  his  majesty,  to  lie  applied  to  com 
plete  the  re. building  of  the  parish  churc 
of  Saint  Andrew  Dublin,  and  building 
steeple  and  spire  thereto. — 41 .  That  a  sun 
not  exceeding  4,740/.  3f.  Okd.,  Iris 
currency,  be  granted  to  bis  majesty,  to 
wards  defraying  the  expellee  of  Madm 
Steevens's  Hospital,  irom  the  5tli  day  c 
January,  L8O6',  to  tile  5lh  day  of  January 
1S07,  and  to  complete  the  repairing,  I'ut 
nishiug,  and  enlarging,  of  the  said  Hos 
pital." — A  Petition  of  the  proprietors  of  th 
Birmingham  Canal  Navigations,  was  pre 
tented  to  the  house,  and  read  ;  setting  forth 
that,  in  pursuance  of  powers  grantei 
by  5  several  acts,  of  the  8th,  yth,  23d 
24ih,  and  3ith  years  of  his  present  maje* 
ty,  the  petitioners  have  made  navigable  ca- 
ualsfrom  Birmingham,  co.Warwick,  to  com 
muuicnte  with  the  canal  navigations  bet  wee.i 
the  rivers  Severn  and  Trent,  and  from  Bir- 
mingham aforesaid  to  fcV/i'Ly  and  Whitt me- 
lon Brook,  which  have  openeil  navigabU 
communications  with  the  Coventry  canal 
and  the  canal  from  the  Trent  to  the  Mer- 
sey ;  that  they  have  also  completed  caiiali 
and  cuts  to  the  lower  part  of  ihe  town  ol 
Birmingham,  and  to  the  extensive  coal 
mines,  in  the  parishes  of  Wednesbiiry,  Sec, 
co.  Stafford {  and  that  they  have  expended 
large  sums  ofmouev  in  improving  their  said 
canals,  and  particularly  111  the  purt  be- 
tween Birmingham  aud  the  coal  mines  at 
Tipton  and  Stv.lgley;  and  that,  by  an  'act, 
of  the  31st  of  his  present  majesty,  for  ma- 
king a  navigable  caual  near  Birmingham,  to 
communicate  with  the  Severn,  at  Diglis, 
near  Worcester,  the  said  last-mentioned  ca- 
ual is  not  allowed  to  approach  nearer  to  the 
Birmingham  canal  than  within  7  leet ;  »nd, 
to  prevent  such  approach,  a  bar  hath  been 
erected,  by  virtue  of  the  last- mentioned 
act,  to  separate  the  said  canals  from  each 
other;  and  that  application  hath  been 
made  by  the  proprietors  of  the  sard  Wor- 
cester and  Birmingham  canal  to  the  pet*, 
tioners,  to  open  a  navigable  communica- 
tion between  ihe  ssid  two  canals,  for  the 
passage  of  boats,  burges.  Aic,  out  «f  the 
one  into  the  other,  to  which  the  petition- 
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ers  have  consented  on  certain  conditions ; 
&c.  &c. — The  petition  was  ordered  to  iie 
upon  the  table. — A  petition  of  the  wholesale 
and  retail  grocers  of  the  city  ot  Dublin,  was 
presented  to  the  bouse,  and  read;  setting 
forth,  that  two  acts  of  the  la±t  session  or 
parliament,  one  by  direct  prohibition,  and 
the  other  by  the  indirect  effect  of  some  of 
its  provisions,  have  deprived  the  descrip- 
tion of  traders  in  Ireland  called  Grocers, 
of  the  benefit  of  the  sale    of   spirituous 
liquors-,  between  whi'rh  and  the  other  arti- 
cles of  their  trade  there  existed  a  long  es- 
tablished and  necessary  connection ;  and 
therefore  praying,  that  the  said  acts  may  be 
so  far  partially  repealed  or  modified  as  to 
permit  Irish  grocers  to  sell  spirituous  li- 
quors by  retail  on  paying  the  same  licence 
duty  as  other  retailers  of  spirit?.— Sir  John 
Frederick  reported  from  the  committee,  to 
whom  the  petition  of  Joseph  Burnett,  of 
Streatham,  in  the  countv  of  Surrey,  and 
Francis  Bigg,  deputy  land  coal  meter  for 
the  said  county,  was  referred;    that  the 
committee  had  examined  the  matter    of 
the  said  petition,  and  had  directed  him  to 
report  the  same,  as  it  appeared  to  them,  to 
the  house ;  and  he  read  the  report  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the 
table,  where  the  same  was  read.     Ordered, 
that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
more  effectually  preventing  of  frauds  and 
abuses  in  the  admeasurement  and  delivery 
of  Coals,  within  the  several  parishes  lying 
between  the  parishes  of  Egham  and   Ro- 
therhithe,  both  inclusive,  in  the  county  of 
Surrev  ;  and  that  sir  John  Frederick  and 
lord  William  Russell  do  prepare,  and  bring 
in  the  same.— -Mr.  Hutchinson  presented 
to  the  house  (according  to  order)  a  bill  for 
building  a  new  gaol  for  the  county  of  the 
city  of  Cork,  and  for  supplying  the  said 
gaol  with  water;  and  the  same  was  re- 
ceived, and  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time. — Mr.  Wilber- 
force  presented  to  the  house  (according  to 
order)  a  bill  to  enable  the  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  York  to  provide  a 
convenient  house,  with  suitable  accommo- 
dations, for  his  majesty's  judges   of   the 
assizes  of  the  said  county ;  and  the  same 
was  received,  and  read  a  iirsi  time,  aiul 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. — A  bill 
for  inclosing  lands  in  the  township  of  J>i;el- 
ton,  in  the  parishes  of  Skehon  and  Over- 
ion,  in  the  North  Riding  o\  the  county  ot 
York,  was  road  a  se.vi.d  time,  asu;  com- 
mitted.— 'A   petition   o*   the  J  o;:r.;ev  men 
Boot  and  Shoe  Mukci?,  in  ti.e  pai^ii  ot 


Leeds,  in  the  county  of  York, 
virons,  was  presented   to  the 
read ;  taking. notice  of  the  applk 
Master  Boot  and  Shoe  Makers; 
:orth,that.if  t  he  bill  prayed  for  lh< 
pass  into  a  law,  it  will  be  the  u 
several  thousands  of  his  maja 
and  loyal  subjects ;  and  therefc 
that  the  same  may  not  pass  in 
Mr.  Roberl  Thornton  said,  he 
his  motion  once  or  twice,  in 
that  a  discussion  would  take  pi 
ther  motion  connected  with  i 
such  discussion  was  not  likely  t 
this  dav,  he   would  now  bar 
himself  with  moving,  that  then 
fore  the  house  a  copy  of  a  let 
Robert   Barlow  to  lord  Lake 
?Oth  of  Oct.  1805,  iu  answer  t» 
from  lord  Lake  to  marquis  Coi 
ted  theo'th  of  Oct.  1805.  Mr. 
ton  said  he  bad  no  objection  1 
the  production  of  this  paper,  w 
dered  accordingly. — Mr.  Hudd 
that  as  he  understood  that  som- 
were  to  be  made  to  the  papers  t 
to  move  for,  as  there  was  busi 
great  importance  coming  on  t 
would  not  interrupt  it  by  mak 
tion,  but  put  off'  the  same  till  i 
cess,  when  he  would  fix  a  day 
Rose  said,  he  should  be  uuwi 
take  up  the  time  of  the  house 
the  motion,  of  which   he   hac 
tice  yesterday.     He   had  heal 
tention  expressed  in  another  pi 
to  parliament  a  measure  that  \ 
the  governors  of  the  West-Iud 
discretionary  power  to  suspent 
gation  laws  of  this  country.     1 
ready  done  this  in  certain  case 
did  so  on  their  responsibility, 
point  alone  the  matter  ought  t 
now  gave  notice  that  he  shoul 
ward   his   motion    on  this  da 
Lord  Temple  said,  it  was  the 
those  members  of  the  board  t 
belonged,  to  propose  that  the  { 
the  Islands  should  be  authorise 
necessity  of  the  case,  to   granl 
portations  alluded  to  by  the  ho 
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C  'o  v  N  r  u  v ,  ]  M  r .  /( 'i/niuutn  rose . 
follows : — Sir  ;  the  measures  • 
about  to  propose  are  little  more 
plication  of  tho&d  general  princ 
I  have  frcouentiv  had  occasion 
iise  house,  when  ^we^L-us  con: 
i  he  s  latc^  j  u  u  r  Mi  l;:a:y  £*la'oli$i 


I  PARL.  DEBATES,  April  3, 1806\— Military  Establishment*  of  tic  Country.  [Si 


made  thr  subject  of  its  deliberations.  The 
inowledge  that,  such  ideas  existed  in  the 
tnindsuliiiaiiy  of  my  hon.  colleagues,  as  well 
■ixoliny self,  naturally  produced  an  opinion, 
bat  tunic-  change  coulormably  to  these 
i'lt'as  was  likely  to  be  the  consequence  ol 
our  appointment  to  oHice.  And,  so  far, 
the  expectation  was  reasonable  and  just. 
But,  when  it  was  further  supposed,  that 
tftis  change  was  to  be  immediate,  that  our 
appointment  to  office,  and  the  adoption  ot 
measures  meant  as  a  permanent  foundation 
Military  Establishments,  was  to 
be  one  and  1  he  same  thing,  such  an  expec- 
bou  was  neither  warranted  by  any  thing 
d  by  myself  or  by  any  of  my  hon.  friends, 
iier  subsequently  to  our  coming  into 
ice  or  previous  to  it,  nor  countenanced, 
any  degree,  by  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
ceeding itself. — Hot,  since  what  we  pro- 
posed had  more  for  its  object  to  place  the 
«rvice  on  a  right  footing  in  future,  than  to 
devise  expedients  for  meeting  the  present 
danger,  the  measures  in  view  were  precisely 
d:  Hut  sort  in  which  care  was  of  more  conse- 
quence than  time ;  in  which  it  was  more  ex- 
pedient that  whatever  was  done  should  be 
dooe  rightly,  than  that  it  should 
tpeedily. — It  is  surprising  therefore,  that 
*»bon.  gentlemen  opposite  do  not  see,  that 
la  falling  so  loudly  for  new  measures,  they 
UC  pronouncing  a  condemnation  on  those 
heretofore  taken;  that  in  carrying  so  high 
their  expectations  of  change,  when  no 
change  "as  announced  from  this  side  ot 
the  house,  they  bttiray  a  conviction  that 
llangs  had  been  left  in  a  state  in  which 
rrwiige  was  absolutely  necessary,  I  have 
jaw,  und  pay  Still,  that  the  Military  Esta- 
blishments ol  the  Country  are  on-  a  ialse 
and  vicious  state,  that  they  stand  on  a 
Muting  on  which  tiny  cannot  stand  long; 
but  I  have  never  said,  that  they  could 
thing 


what, 


rlhu 


must  fall  10  the-  gruund.  It  is  the  hon. 
gfutiemfii  who  ai  e  talking  [his  language. 
There  is  au  expression  known  in  the  army, 
applicable  10  what  happens  sometimes 
■Oder  an  unlucky  tield-ollit  or,  and  is  call- 
ed "  clubbing  the  battalion,"  by  which  is 
■mat,  throwing   the   battalion   into  such 

Wh  the  rear,  the  hanks  with  the  centre, 
right  with  the  left,  the  grind  divisions 
uD-divisions,  tliat  ::  ,s  impossible 
Mt  skilful  adjutant  01  major,  by 
of  words  ol  Coram aud,  :o  bring 

»H*iu  mlu  urder.      llie   b„ii.   &  nlkmeii 


seem  to  flatter  themselves,  and  certain 
not  without  reason,  that  under  this  heai 
as  well  as  under  many  others,  they  hav 
completely  "  clubbed  the  battalion,"  an 
then  they  stand  by,  grinning  and  rabbin 
their  hands,  exulting  in  the -confusion  the 
have  made,  and  calling  triumphantly  upo 
their  successors  to  shew  what  they  can  dt 
in  putting  things  to  rights  again. — Sir 
this  task  1  am  now  to  attempt,  in  that  pai 
of  the  affairs  of  the  country  which  relate 
to  its  Military  Establishments.  I  am  ti 
stale  to  the  house,  those  measures,  by  whicl 
his  majesty's  servants  are  endeavouring  ti 
provide  a  permanent  security  against  tliosi 
permanent  dangers,  by  which  the  existent'! 
of  the  country  is  threatened ;  for  we  havi 
gone  on  too  long  in  thinking  only  of  thf 
e\igency  of  the  moment,  in  supposing  thai 
our  task  was'done  when  he  had  staved  of] 
the  danger  for  the  present  year,  though  at 
die  price  of  exhausting  the  resources  and 
weakening  the  defences  of  the-  country,  for 
years  to  come. — The  first  object  that  a 
person  engaging  in  such  a  task  must  have 
to  look  to,  though  it  may  seem  superfluous 
and  almost  pedantic,  formally  to. lay  down 
the  position,  is  an  Army :  by  which  i  mean, 
a  class  of  men  set  apart  from  the  general 
mass  of  the  community,  trained  to  particu- 
lar uses,  formed  to  peculiar  notions,  go- 
verned by  peculiar  laws,  marked  by  parti- 
cular distinctions ;  who  live  in  bodies  by 
themselves,  not  fixed  to  any  certain  spot, 
nor  bound  by  any  settled  employment;  who 
•'  neither  toil  nor  spin;"  whose  home  is 
their  regiment;  whose  sole  profession 
and  duty  it  is  to  encounter  and  destroy  the 
enemies  of  their  country  wherever  they  are 
to  be  met  with,  and  who  in  consideration 
of  their  performing  that  duty,  and  the  bet- 
ter to  enable  thetu  to  perform  it,  receive  a 
stipend  from  tin  stale,  exempting  them  from 
the  necessity  of  seeking  a  provision  in  any 
other  mode  ol  life.  1  do  not  mean  to  say,  that 
Great  llri  tain  lias  not  at  this  tune,as  it  hashad 
at  all  others,  ad.iss  oi  men  answering  to  this 
description  ;  that  the  men  of  this  class  are 
not  as  excellent  in  their  kind  us  at  any  for  - 
trier  period  ;  and  that  the  amount  ol  their 
number  is  not  great  as  compared  with  any- 
thing but  the  exigency  of  the  times.  I  do 
not  mean  to  assert  either,  that  we  are  not, 
in  our  language,  ready  enough  to  confess 
their  importance,  and  to  declare,  that  in 
all  the  sicps  we  lake,  we  have  for  our  chief 
object  the  increase  and  improvement  of 
this  description  of  men:  but,  what  I  do 
mean  to  say  is,  that  our  conduct  in  this 
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respect  is  at  variance  with  our  professions, 
as  our  language  iB,  at  different  times,  at 
variance  with  itself.     Of  all  the  measores 
connected  with  military  objects,  in  which 
the  house  has  been  employed  for  years, 
what  is  the  number  that  have  even  had  in 
view  the  improvement  of  the  regular  army, 
and  how  much  fewer  are  those,  which  can 
fairly  pretend  to  have  been  conducive  to 
that  end  ?  Though  the  Army,  it  was  said, 
was  finally  to  be  benefited,  the  first  object 
af  the  measure  has  always  been,  not  to 
-create  an  Army,  but  a  substitute  for  an 
Army  ;  and,  in  the  course  of  this,  we  have 
so  filled  our  minda  with  levies  ia  mass, 
armed  citisens,  armed  nations,  and  other 
ideas  of  that  sort,  that  the  very  first  con- 
ception and  notion  of  an  Army  appear  to 
be  altogether  forgotten*    We  seem  to  sup- 
pose, that  whenever  we  have  got  a  set  of 
men  together,  do  matter  on  what  principle 
combined,  have   put   them  in  a  certain 
dress,  ranged  them  in  a  certain  order,  and 
taught  them  certain  exercises,  that,  as  tar 
es  that  number  goes,  we  have  created  an 
Army ;  which  ia  about  as  wise,  as  what  we 
•ee  of  children  in  their  sports,  who,  when 
they  have  fixed  a  piece  of  stick  ia  the 
ground,  fancy  they  have  planted  a  tree. 
What  is  wanting  in  either  case,  is  the  vital 
principle.    We  perceive  this  in  the  case  of 
the  children,  but  never  suspect  that  the 
same  is  true  of  our  own  attempts,  when 
we  suppose  that  we  can  create    armies 
without  danger  and  without   discipline. 
Danger  and  discipline  are  the  very  sap 
and   juices    out  of   whic\  all  that   has 
life  and  action  must  spring:   it  is  from 
them  alone  must  arise  the  real  military 
character;  as  from  -the  military  character 
must  proceed  all  that  can  really  constitute 
an  Army.  How  danger  must  operate  to  this 
end,  is  obvious  to  every  one ;  but  it  would  not 
be  difficult  to  shew,  that  discipline  is  equally 
necessary,  and  that  all  the  high  military 
virtues,  whose  characteristic   is  courage, 
grow,  like  flowers  out  of  dung,  from  a  prin- 
ciple that  is  founded  in  fear.     There  must 
be  some  extraordinary  property  in  armies, 
that  can  enable  them  to  produce  effects  so 
far  beyond  the  natural  powers  of  their  num- 
bers.    I  wish  the  house  to  recollect  how 
little,    at  all  times,   the  fate  of  nations, 
when  contending  against  each  other,  has 
been  decided  by  any  tbiug  but  the  opera- 
tions of  their  armies.     The  times  are  past, 
or,   rather,  never  existed  but  among  rude 
and  uncultivated  nations,  when  one  coun- 
try  contended  against  another  by  the  ge- 


neral strength  of  its  population,  when  ths 
strength  of  toe  army  was  the  mere  amount 
of  the  physical  force  and  courage  of  the  ia* 
dividuak  who  composed  it.  Nations  now, 
aad  in  every  more  improved  state  of  socie* 
ty,  even  before  the  great  revolution  prod* 
ced  m  the  world  by  the  invention  of  guo» 
powder,  were  brought  to  act  upoa  each 
other  only  by  the  intervention  of  their  st» 
mies.  The  armies  are  the  champions  os 
each  side,  to  which  the  countries  severally 
commit  their  quarrel ;  and  when  the  chain* 
pion  falls,  the  cause  ia  lost.  The  parties 
are  heard  only  by  their  counsel.  In  how 
many  instances  has  it  ever  happened,  that 
when  the  army  was  defeated^  the  contest 
was  restored  by  an  insurrection  of  the  peo» 
pleat  larger  This  uotioo,  therefore,  of  s 
levy  in  mass,  so  far  as  experience  has  hi- 
therto gone,  would  seem  to  be  one  to  which 
it  would  be  wholly  unsafe  to  trust.  The 
people  in  mass  are  like  metal  in  the  ore : 
—and  as  all  the  iron  that  ever  came  from  s 
Swedish  mine  would  never  hew  a  block, 
or  divide  a  plank,  till  it  was  wrought  audi 
fashioned  into  the  shape  of  a  hatchet, 
or  a  saw,  so  the  strength  of  a  people 
can  never,  perhaps,  be  made  capable  of 
producing  much  effect  ia  war,  till  it 
is  extracted  partially,  and  moulded  iatt> 
that  factitious  and  highly  polished  instru* 
merit,  called  an  Army.  The  only  instance 
in  modern  times,  that  would  seem  to  con* 
tradict  this  opinion,  is  America.  But  Ame- 
rica was  enabled  to  resist  by  its  distance, 
and  by  its  vastness.  The  arm  of  this  couo» 
try  could  act  but  feebly,  when  stretched 
across  the  Atlantic ;  and  the  forces  thatar. 
rived  there  were  dispersed  and  lost  in  the 
immense  expanse  which  they  had  to  occu- 
py. There  was  an  ocean  of  three  thousand 
miles  in  front,  and  a  continent  of  boundless 
extentbehind,  America  is  therefore  hardly  so 
instance.  In  the  cases  that  are  properly  in- 
stances, in  what  manner  liave  things  hap- 
pened? The  latest  experience  is  the  most 
decisive.  What  are  the  two  events,  which 
more  perhaps  than  any  other  two,  have  de- 
cided the  late  of  the  present  world  ?  The 
battles  of  Marengo  and  Austerlitz,  Yet, 
what  were  these  events,  except  as  markiiig 
the  power  of  armies,  compared  with  the 
consequences  which  they  severally  produ- 
ced? What  were  the  numbers  concerned,  the 
space  occupied,  the  time  employed,  the 
livea  lost  on  those  days,  compared  with  the 
states  and  kingdoms  whose  fate  was  then 
decided  ?  Why  were  the  millions  of  peo- 
ple composing  tbo<e  'State*  to  receive  their 
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doom  from  the  Issue  of  a  combat  between 
a  few  thousands  on  the  plains  of  Auster- 
litz  or  Marengo  ?     Yet  such  was  the  fact. 
The  battle  is  lost,  and  Europe  submits  in- 
stantly to  the  will  of  the  conqueror. — But 
it  is  not  merely  that  the  fact  is  so ;  our  own 
opinions  are  in  perfect  conformity  to  this 
fact,  whenever  we  reason  upon  the  affairs, 
not  of  our  own,  but  of  any  other  country. 
When  the  emperors  of  France  and  Germa- 
ny drew  forth  their  armies  lately  to  their 
respective  frontiers,  what  did  we  ever  ex- 
pect was  to  stop  the  progress  of  either  ar- 
my, but  the  army  opposed  to  it  ?  Why,  in 
fact,  were  the  armies  drawn  out  at  all,  if 
to  stop  the  progress  of  an  army  the  popula 
tion  of  a  country  could  be  sufficient  ?  When 
general  Mack  was  defeated,  we  looked  to 
nothing  but  the  Russians.     No  one  ever 
dreamt,  that  if  they  likewise  were  defeated, 
or  withdrawn,  that  Buonaparte  was  not  to 
proceed  to  Vienna,  with  as  little  trouble, 
and  in  as  short  a  time,  as  was  necessary 
to  march  that  distance.     Yet,  it  was  not 
because  there  did  not  exist  in  those  coun- 
tries a  brave  and  warlike  peo'ple  animated  by 
the  usual  feelings  of  men  attached  to  their 
prince,  and  loving  their  ancient  institutions, 
and  abhorring  the  idea  of  a  foreign  yoke. 
All  these  there  were  ;  yet  of  fa*  and  twen- 
ty millions  of  loyal  subjects,   by    whom 
the   emperor  boasted    to    be  surrounded, 
not  five-and -twenty  perhaps  were  found, 
by  whom  the  smallest  resistance  was  at- 
tempted,  when  once  the  armies  were  over- 
thrown.    If  ever  there  was  a  country  cal- 
culated to  l>e  defended  bv  its  inhabitants  ; 
if  ever  there  were  inhabitants  qualified  to 
defend  a  country,  it  was  Swisserland,  and 
the  Swiss.     The  country  was  a  succession 
of  passes,  where  an  handful  of  men  might 
defend    themselves,    one  should   suppose, 
against   thousands  :   the  inhabitants  were 
a  nation  of  warriors  ;  strong  in  limb,  stout 
in   heart,  whose  courage  in   Kurope  was 
proverbial ;  who  had  ail  seen  service,  and 
who  were  attached,   beyond  measure,  to 
their  native  soil.     Yec,  without  any  falling 
off,  perhaps,  from  their  ancient  character, 
how  little  were  these  people  able  to  do,  even 
in  defence  of  such  a  country,  against  the 
force  and  skill,  and  active  powers  of  a  re- 
gular arm/! — The  rase   may   possibly  be 
widely  different  heir.    I  hope,  and  trust,  it 
will  be  so.     I  am  willing  to  push  as  far  as 
any  body  the  hopes  to  be  entertained  from 
the  seal,  the  energy,  the  patriotism,  the 
intelligence,  the  creative  talents,  the  enter- 
prising spirit,  the  high  mind,  and  determi- 
Vol.  VI. 


ned  valour,  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  is- 
lands ;  but,  though  I  will  hope  every  thing 
from  these  qualities,  and  do  feel  sanguine 
that  the  hope  will  not  be  disappointed,  I 
will  not,  when  I  can  avoid  it,  make  them 
part  of  my  calculation.  And  here  it  is 
whimsical  to  observe,  that  while  certain 
gentlemen  are  charging  me  as  iridulging  my 
fancy,  and  dealing  in  theoretical  opinions, 
it  is  they  themselves,  if  their  modesty 
would  suffer  them  to  perceive  it,  who  are 
the  real  theorists,  and  who,  like  the  gentle- 
man in  the  French  comedy,  are  talking 
prose  without  knowing  any  thing  of  the 
matter.  Their  opinions  are,  I  trust,  per- 
fectly well  founded  ;  but  still,  as  leading 
to  conclusions  different  from  those  which 
experience  has  hitherto  taught,  they  are 
no  more  than  theory ;  whilst  I,  whom 
they  accuse  as  theoretical,  am  keeping  close 
in  my  conduct,  whatever  I  may  do  in  my 
hopes,  to  the  dull  and  beaten  road  of  ex- 
perience.— In  the  mean  time  the  facts  and 
reflections  above  set  forth,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  recall  to  gentlemen's  minds  the 
importance  of  regular  armies,  will  not  be 
deemed  superfluous  or  misplaced,  if  we 
either  consider  the  system  which  has  been 
pursued  by  the  country  for  some  years  past, 
or  turn  our  thoughts  at  once  to  the  result, 
namely,  the  very  important,  and,  as  some 
may  think,  very  alarming  fact,  that  of  the 
regular  forces,  (as  it  is  now  the  fashion  to 
call  them)  to  which  the  defence  of  this 
country  must  be  entrusted  in  ca*e  of  inva- 
sion, not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand 
are  composed  of  troops,  who,  by  the  very 
tenure  of  their  service,  can  have  never 
seen  a  battle,  till  they  come  to  fight  that 
first  (and  perhaps  last)  battle,  (against 
troops,  too,  such  as  they  will  have  to  con-  ■ 
tend  with),  which  must  be  decisive,  proba- 
bly of  the  fate  of  the  country. — Assuming, 
then,  the  importance  of  regular  armies, 
which  no  one  denies,  but  which  everv  one 
seems  disposed  to  forget,  the  next  enquiry 
is, — how  they  are  to  be  obtained  ?  that  is  to 
say,  injfce  present  instance,  how  we  are  to  in- 
sure to  the  country,  what,  for  many  years,  un- 
questionably, it  ha*  never  had, — a  constant 

andpcrmanentsourceofrccruitingadequate 
to  the  supply  of  its  ret'ularf..;rce£f— The  na- 
ture of  things  here  yii-Ug  u;  but  the  option 
of  one  of  two  modes  ;  force  or  choice.  In 
most  of  the  countries  of  Europe  the  tm- 
tureofthe  government  admits  of  a  recur- 
rence to  tho  former  of  these  modes ;  and, 
undoubtedly,  whenever  that  is  the  case% 
where  the  power  of  t.V«  u^\\\\s&\ax  Sjk 
U  u 
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such,  thai  persons  acting  iu  its  behalf,  have 
no  more  to  do  thau  to  go  forth  among  the 
artisans  and  the  peasantry,  taking  with 
them  the  standard  they  mean  to  observe  of 
age  and  size,  and  selecting,  or  those  who 
are  found  to  answer  it,  as  many  as  will 
suit  their  purpose,  there  can  be  no  process 
so  easy,  so  effectual,  so  certain ;  but,  un- 
luckily for  the  present  object,  though  hap- 
pily for  every  other,  this  is  a  process  to 
which  this  country  cannot  resort.  It  is 
not  that  the  abstract  right  is  wanting;  there 
must  be-  in  every  country  a  supreme  power, 
and,  in  theory,  nothing  can  limit  what  is 
supreme ;  but  practically,  the  exercise  of 
this  power  is  so  fettered  and  controlled,  the 
measures  of  force  which  we  can  employ 
are  so  confined  to  legal  forms,  so  abridged, 
restricted,  constrained,  and  modified,  that 
the  effect  is  reduced  to  almost  nothing ; 
the  machine  is  stopt  by  its  friction. — But, 
it  is  not  merely  on  the  score  of  lnelhcacy 
that  measures  of  this  sort  are  objectionable. 
The  force  of  free  countries,  whiie  it  is  in- 
efficacious often  in  respect  to  its  object,  is 
ten  times  more  efficacious  than  that  of  the 
most  arbitrary,  with/  respect  to  the  severity 
oi  its  operation.  A  purely  arbitrary  power 
is,- by  its  nature,  a  discretionary  one  ;  and 
discretion,  when  vetted  in  proper  hands, 
and  where  no  temptation  exists  to  the 
abuse,  of  it,  is  the  best  and  mildest  of  all 
rules.  A  German  prince,  or  Russiau  no- 
bleman, who  had  his  subjects  or  vassals  be- 
fore him,  could  dispense  with  the  mau  to 
whom  service  was  a  hardship,  and  say  to 
anoiher,  to  whom  it  might  be  no  burthen 
at  all,  you  shall  serve  iu  his  room*  But 
the  law  can  make  no  such  distinctions,  can 
have  no  such  feelings  ;  it  must  take  what- 
ever comes  before  it,  without  considering 
the  hardship  it  inflicts,  or  whether  it  is  ope- 
rating upon  a  live  subject  or  a  dead.  It 
works  like  a  machine,  like  a  mill,  and 
would  grind  the  miller,  if  he  should  happen 
to  fall  in,  with  as  little  compunction  as  it 
would  the  corn.-— These  are,  speaking  ge- 
nerally, the  objections  to  the  use  of  coer- 
cive means,  iu  a  country  like  this.  But, 
after  all,  our  measures  ol  force,  as  applied 
to  mlitary  service,  are  measures  of  force, 
only  in  name.  We  force  nothing  but  the 
money.  That  we  can  do ;  we  can  make 
the  men  pay  ;  but  the  service  is  at  last 
performed  by  the  man  who  engages  volun- 
tarily. The  real  character,  therefore,  oi 
our  measures  of  compulsory  service,  is 
only  that  of  a  tax,  and  of  the  worst  of  ah 
i.ives,  ihat  of  a  tax  by  lot.     Let  a  tax  be 


imposed  equally,  so  as  to  bear  i 
proportion  upou   all  parts  of  the 
nity,  and   there  is  nothing  hardly 
country  like   this   cannot  sustai 
mav  venture  to  sav,  that  if  a  tax 
lion  could   be  laid  on  iu  the  c< 
night,  without  any  notice  from  d 
iu  this  house  or  otherwise,  and 
art  possessed   by  a  late  great 
whose  race  is  run,  or  bv  that  of 
friend,  whose  star  is  now  beami 
the  horizon,  and  rising,  1  trust, 
glory,   the  country  might  nevei 
that  auy  new  burthen  was  impo 
them .     Some  might  conceive,  pel 
they  felt  a  little  heavier ;  as  men 
1  erect  states  of  the  atmosphere ;  t; 
no  barometer  to  ascertain   the 
would  ascribe  the  opinion  to  f 
think  no  more  of  it.     Were  th 
however,  instead  of  being  di&pen 
way  which  I  have  supposed,  dii 
£0,000  shares  of  50/.  each,  or 
50,000  shares  of  20/.  each,  and 
those  who  might  be  selected  for 
pose,  uud  on  many  of  whom  it  ra 
lot,  it  is  easy  to  see  what  calami 
produce  ;  that  it  might  crush  sc 
every  step  it  took ;  would  draw 
almost  every   stroke.-— Nothing 
cau  be  either  so  false  in  princi; 
oppressive  in  practice,  as  what 
measures  of  compulsory  service, 
so  many,   without  consideration 
petually  calling  for.     We  hear 
that  the  crisis  of  the  country  dc 
entices,  that  half  measures  will  n 
we  must  have  something  strou 
(alls  come,  I  am  afraid,   in  get: 
those,  who  hope  after  all,  that  tl 
of  the  measure  will   not  fall  u 
Let  us  settle  our  minds  distinctl 

• 

subject.      Do   we    mean   a    co 
which,  proceeding  by  ballot, (the 
1  presume  we  think  of)  shall  be 
as  to  the  person  on  whom  the  lo' 
compel  him,  whoever  he  may  b 
for  a  limited  term  as  a  soldier  ? 
the  hardship  will  be  found  to 
no  country  could  endure.     If  v 
if  we    mean  that  he  shall   be 
to   comiDutl  his  service,  then 
commutes  it  for  a  fixed  fine,  wl 
us  to  the  sort  of  tax,  which  has 
spoken  of,  or  for  a  substitute,  ai 
iustantly  run  up  the  bounty  to  i 
which,  besides  being  a  tax,  and 
more  heavy,   makes  it  impossibl 
to  supply  the  army  by  any  otbel 
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Wo  have,  in  fact,  had  experience  of  these 
nirnsures ;  and  the  effect  of  the  trial, 
though  necessary  perhaps  :it  the  time,  and 
certainly  productive  of  much  immediate 
advantage,  does  not  encourage  a  repetition 
of  I  ho  attempt.  If  a  conscription  is  pro- 
posed, numbers  are  instantly  ready  to  de- 
clare in  its  favour ;  but,  if  you  only  change 
the  nafne,  and  ask  whether  we  shall  renew 
the  act  fur  the  army  of  reserve,  however 
productive  that  measure  was,  raising  cer- 
Umly  a  greater  number  of  men  than  has 
been  rai«fd  before  or  since  in  the  same  time, 
the  feeling  isinstantly  reversed,  mid  we 
declare  decidedly  again-. t  any  tiKMMjre  of 
the  sort. — 1  will  nut  pretend  to  say,  that 
nosuch  measure  can  at  any  time  be  resort- 
ed to.'  It  is  impossible  to  say,  to  what 
the  exigencies  of  the  times  and  the  neces- 
tity  of  tile  state  may  drive  us.  But  of  this 
I  am  sure,  that  without  a  more  urgent  ne- 
cessity than  exists  at  thin  moment,  men- 
"  •!  po -oppressive  in  their  immediate  ef- 
■.,  and  su  injurious  in  their  lasting;  con- 
,  tenets,  should  not  be  resorted  to,  till 
is  KU  seen  that  milder  and  more  legitimate. 
lethods  were  incapable  of  succeeding. — 
■  methods  are  many  of  them  so  ob- 
(otis  and  simple,  that  it  seems  to  be  mat- 
t  of  nO  small  surprise,  if  in  till  this  lime 
should    never   have  thoiigrTt  of  having 
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been  by  recruiting  boys.  Men  grown  uj 
with  all  the  grossurss,  and  ignorance,  an 
consequent  want  of  consideration  inciden 
tn  the  lower  classes,  are  roo  wary  to  accep 
our  offers:  we  must  add  10  the  though  ties*' 
lie's  arising  from  situation,  the  weakness 
and  improvidence  of  youth.  Why  this,  un< 
less  the  trade  of  a  soldier  is  incapable  o. 
such  improvement  as  may  bring  it  into 
competition  with  a  sufficient  portion  of  the 
trades  and  Calling!  in  lower  hie ! — Nothing 
can  shew  mori1  the  false  state  into  which 
our  system  of  recruiting  is  fallen,  than  [lie 
practii-e,  now  so  long  familiar  to  us  t  " 
received  us  a  matter  of  course,  of  et 
meu  to  Btrve  bj  bounties.     We  forg 

this  was  not  always  so  ;  that  within' 

mory  of  many  of  os,  so  hite  as  i 
tew  years  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  Ameri- 
can war,  the  idea  of  bounty,  properly  speak- 
ing, was  unknown.  A  guinea  to  provide  the 
recruits  with  necessaries,  and  a  crown  to 
drink  the  king's  health, was  all  that  was  given 
upon  enlistment.  The  service  itself  was  the 
bounty.  Whatever  is  added,  shews  deci- 
sively, that  the  service  does  not  stand  up- 
on it's  true  fooling ;  and  the  amount  of  the 
bounty,  baling  the  change  in  the  value  of 
money,  would  be. the  measure  of  the  devi- 
ation, if  ii  was  not  that  by  our  injudicious 
methods  and  the  com  petition  that  has  been 

lies  beyond  their  natural  amount.  All  that 
is  given  by  government  to  induce  any  man 
to  enter  the  service,  is  a  confession  that  the 
pay  and  condition  of  a  soldier  is  not  what 
it  used  to  be,  a  real  equivalent,  in  the  es- 
timation nl  ihe  man  entering,  for  the  va- 
lue ot  his  service.  We  are  paying  a  man 
to  accept  what  we  ofler ;  we  are  buying  the 
buyer. — Never,  therefore,  can  the  system 
Of  supplying  the  Army  be  considered  as 
resting  upon  tt=  proper  basis,  till  the  ne- 
cessity of  buuntv  shall  have  ceased;  and 
till  Ihe  trade  ami  calling  of  a  soldier  shall 
be  brought  to  Ihe  state  of  other  trades  and 
callings,  for  entering  into  which  no  man 
reee.ves  a  j  reinium,  but  where,  on  the  con- 
trary,  aprenunm  is  often  paid  for  permission 
to  enter.  Such  a  change  cannot  be  i.rought 
about  at  once.  When  things  haie  long 
gone  on  m  an  imj  roper  channel,  time  must 
be  required  to  turn  them.  Hut  this  must 
be  Lhe  end  aimed  at,  and  I  know  not  what 
there  is  to  prevent  its  being  ultimately  at- 
tained.— Two  things  are  necessary:  the 
Brat  and  most  mportunt  is,  that  the  con- 
dition of  service  should  be  such,  as  that 
a  sufficient   portion   of  your  pnpulm  on, 
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merits.  Therefore,  with  respect  to  disci- 
pline, my  own  opinion  is  that  to  temper  it 
would  tend  to  the  improvement  of  th<. 
trmv. — There  is  another,  and  a  very  ma- 
terial effect  it  would  ha\'e :  it  would  lessen 
Desertion*  I  would  ask  gentlemen  on  the 
ether  side,  whether  they  do  not  know  that 
the  Desertion  under  their  hill,  the  Addi- 
tional Force  Art,  has  amounted  to  more 
fhan  one  fifth  I  Of  13,000  men  raised 
by  it,  I  believe  it  will  be  found  that  5800 
have  deserted.  What  has  been  the  deser- 
tion with  regard  to  the  general  service  o* 
the  army  ?  We  know  that  the  vicious  sys- 
tem which  led  to  our  buying  men  by  high 
bounties,  has  been  as  wasteful  to  the  funds 
of  the  public  as  injurious  to  the  service. 
We  know  that  high  bounties,  combined  with 
other  bad  regulations,  have  tended  to  pro- 
duce Desertion.  There  is  another  objection 
urged  against  this  change,  which  applies  to 
this  country  more  than  to  any  other,  be- 
cause of  our  foreign  and-  colonial  service. 
1  shall  not  be  the  person  to  say  that  it  is 
not  a  consideration  which  ought  to  weigh 
of  itself,  and  that  in  adopting  the  measure, 
the  objection  ought  not  to  be  provided 
•gainst ;  but  it  is  so  distant  and  especially 
with  respect  to  a  plan  intended  for  per- 
manency, that  it  is  hardly  worth  attending 
to.  The  objection  may  be  reduced  to  so 
nurrow  a  compass,  as  to  have  hardly  any 
effect*  Expedients  may  be  adopted  within 
certain  limits,  by  which  the  colonial  service 
will  not  receive  the  least  injury.  Addi- 
tional allowances  may  be  granted  to  colo- 
nial services ;  application  of  the  men  already 
enlisted  ;  additional  advantages  in  various 
respects ;  all  these  collectively  will  be  so 
tar  found  to  narrow  the  objection,  as  that 
the  value  of  it  cannot  be  set  against  the 
advantages  in  other  respects.  It  is  in  that 
way  only  I  dwell  on  the  circumstance. 
The  inconvenience  cannot  be  felt  for  a 
number  of  years  to  come.  Unquestionably, 
if  there  were  any  of  our  distant  possessions 
to  which  this  objection  could  apply,  it 
would  be  those  in  the  East  Indies.  Now, 
we  know  that  all  the  armies  of  the  East- 
India  company  are  recruited  for  a  term  of 
years,  and  for  a  very  short  term  too.  I 
have  heard  it  said,  "that  the  East-India 
company  did  not  keep  faith  with  their 
troops,  and  I  once  was  of  opinion  that  there 
was  some  foundation  for  the  assertion ;  but  I 
am  now  persuaded  by  what  I  have  learnt 
from  an  authority  on  which  1  con  rely,  that 
my  opinion  was  erroneous.  J  am  con- 
vinced, that  had  the  East-Iudiu  coinpuuy 


done  otherwise  than  they  did,  the) 
ing  could  not  have  gone  on.     I  an 
on  the  authority  of  an  officer  of  1 
that  they  were  scrupulous  and  e 
degree,  as  to  providing  for  the  ni€ 
whose  terms  were  expired,  and 
sent  them  Itome  with  the  accom 
of  the  company's  own  ships,  whii 
best    accommodation    thev    cot 
Therefore  there  was  nothing  tha 
could  complain  of.     This  is  ainc 
nil  argument  and  authority  ;  for 
with  no  inconvenience  carry  on  t 
by  enlisting  for  a  term  of  years 
taut  a  colony,  }'ou  can  surely  d 
Among  the   remedies,  would  b 
blishmetit  of  that  branch  of  the  a) 
has  been  approved  by  the  Bight 
ritv  ;  I  mean  the  Second  Battai 
were  asked  what  I  would  do  wit 
whose  terms  of  service  weire  nea 
I  should  say,  put  them  into  the  s* 
talions.      It    is  curious   to  ob 
carelessly    many  plans  are  obj 
for    among    many    wcll-writtei 
drawn  up  with  much  care  and  it 
persons  who  are  supposed  to. I 
quainted   with  the  subject,  one 
mense  ox  pence  that  will  conseq 
tend    the  having  so  .often   to 
bounties.    This  is  to  suppose,  wl 
will  not  be  the  case,  that  the  bo 
continue  as  they  are  at  present 
not  follow  that  they  are  to  be 
same,  though  the   reduction  a 
place  all  at  once.    If  the  system 
is    persevered    in,    I   am    con 
bounties  will  be  reduced  to  not! 
urged  that  if  limited  service  is  a< 
must  be  losing  constantly  a  num 
at  the  expiration  of  the  term  c 
vice ;  that  is,  if  you  enlist  for  8 
must,  at  the  end  of  8  years, 
of  vour  armv.     Such  a  calcula 
do,  supposing  that  none  of  the  n 
die,  but  delivered  up  their  ser 
end  of  their  time.     But  you  ci 
the  calculation  as  vou  would  wit 
to  annuities  or  leases.  The  fact  i 
ber  of  people  you  would  lose  that 
be  very  inconsiderable.     Many 
be  alive,  but  would  be  replacet 
and  many  would  have  received 
ment  in  the  way  of  promotion  v 
attach  them  by  interest  to  the  J 
others  would,  from  having   be 
tuated  to  a  military*  life,   not  I 
to  claim  their  discharge.     Wil 
men  on.  foreign  service  in  lb 


West  Indies,  lam 
to  argue  as  to  tile 

to  be  discharged.     It  may  be  suid  ai 
•amc  lime,  thai  this  circumstance  may 
rise  to  competition  amongst  regiments 
would  wish  to  have  those  men  at  the 
pimtion  of  their  service.  I  do  not  apprehend 
any  thing  uf  this  kind ;   but  if  it  were   pos- 
sible even  to  hay  pen,  the  remedy  foril  is  ( ' 
tious  and  easy.     If  a  soldier  should  liav< 
■  stums;  desire,  attlit  expiration  of  his  term  of 


a  regm 


>  go 


tothe 
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not  in  the  otjier.  I  miv,bt  liere  use  tf 
same  argument  as  in  [he  cases  of  high  On 
low  homilies.  The  truth  is,  [hut  thee 
things  happen  often  by  chance,  or  from  cii 
cunistances,  independent  of  bounty  Of  terr 
of  service.  Men  desert  when  they  see  otbei 
deserting  around  them,  from  the  iiifluenc 
of  bad  example  or  pei-suasion,  and  a  va 
riely  of  other  causes,  but  still  here  I  roui 
look  at  tbegeneral  principle  which  must  in 
(luence  lhe  mind  in  a greate r or less (iegree 
— It  is  also  urged,  that  (hose  who  enter  ioti 
the  service  are,  lor  the  greater  part,  thought 
less,  inconsiderate,  and  often  uiipriouplct 
men,  who  never  look  10  distant  advantages 
of  any  kind  whatever.  I  will  not  deny, 
but  that,  iti  a  great  degree,  it  is  so;  and 
that  is  one  of  the  principal  defects  I  com. 
plain  of  iii  our  present  system.  Bui  tin 
great  benefit  which  may  be  fairly  expected 
from  a  measure  of  the  sort  now  proposed, 
in,  that  it  will  iotroduce  a  new  and  better 
description  uf  persons  into  the  army,  not 
altogether  so  thoughtless  nor  go  iuconside- 

:,  but  who  are  attracted  by  the  advantage! 
that  the  military  service  holds  out. — J  may 
be  told  that  to  hold  out  to  a  young  lad  the 
prospect   of  an  advantage  at  the  end  of  J 

li  years,    is  to   hold   out  an  advantage 

that  will   have  no  weight  with  him.     Or- 

may   have  no  weight   aa  applied 

tly  to  bin      " 


rrtfimcui,  1  do  not  see  why  this  desire  may 
nut  he  gratified, on  certain  terms.  If,  from 
Wiy  circumstance,  he  should  50  much  pre- 
fer another  regiment  as  to  be  content  to 
purchase  the  exchange  with  the  loss  of 
'three  years'  service  out  of  seven,  I  should 
consider  it  hard  to  prevent  him.  It  will 
ncieiit  for  the  sake  of  discipline,  that 
should  be  this  considerable  discou- 
ragement to  the  changing  his  regiment,  at 
tbc  expiration  of  his  term. — I  have  been 
srged  by  the  calls  of  the  right  hop,  gent, 
opposite  to  bring  forward  the  measure  this 
dry  before  the  minute  details  of  it  are  in 
"rfery  instance  completely  arranged.  It  is 
aot  however  very  material  whether  those 
lils  are   brought   forward 


be  d 


ifford 


body  knows  mnrll.  With  respect  to  D 
union,  I  think  there  might  be  a  pow 
vested  in  courts  martial  to  restore  tl 
Brftiftitnate  persons  who  may  have  Iran 
gressrrt,  perhaps  from  intoxication,  if  11 
lu  11  wtidie,  at  least  to  a  part  of  what  [hi 
would  be  entitled  to  at  the  regular  eXf 
Winn  uf  their  term. 


s  the  i 


thas 


1  thos 


ward 
entitled,  beci 

upon  by  others  or  it 
«rt.  This  must  pi 
upun  the  army.  Ill 
■Jwi-mIs  even  in  the 
tat  to  say  that  the  p 
"      itbecouniei 


«f  [DO 

hich  by  ser 


around  him,  he  cannot  fail  to  be  equally 
influenced  by  it  himself.  lie  will  perhaps 
converse  with  his  uncle  Tom,  who,  1  +  years 
before,  liad  gone  for  a  soldier,  lie  will  see 
iiim.  alter  completing  his  terms,  enjoying 
in  lull  health  and  vigour,  with  constitution 
unimpaired  and  in  the  prime  of  life,  the  ho- 
u  .unible  allowance  granted  by  his  country 
in  re  vard  ol  his  services  :  while  some  other 
rebuioti,  perhaps  his  lather,  who  remained 
at  sums,  is  reduced  to  poverty  and  want, 
ai .d  fttmging  a  ?e.iutv  pittance  from  the  pa- 


.ung  1 


of  rtle; 

against  the  first  principle  of  him 

"~      then,  it  may  be  started  as  ;i 


;valeneeofdi 

cted  by  the  prospect 


11  objection 
to  this,  that  men  desert  from   corps  whose 

those  of  a  ditiureu!  dPseripLiii:!,  CerLainii- 
they  do  so,  but  1  snll  coi'leud  that  ihej 
1   the    one   case  when    they  would 


i  from 
s  held 


others,  that  it  derive: 
:tions. — As  to  the  period  of  service,  thai 
y  be  varied  as  may  be  deemed  most  cun- 
'ive  to  the  object  proposed,  namely,  the 
p:-  ...  .ii.d.uigmeutii,gtl]eregulararijiy. 
?  inclination  of  my  mind  is,  that  f 
n  is  the  properest  term.  Seven  years 
WW  familiar  w  this  country,  aud  no- 
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thing  more  than  the  generality  of  all  appren- 
ticeships to  trades.  1  think  it  is  also  such  a 
term  as  will  combine  that  mixture  of  the 
service  of  the  man,  which  the  army  would  re- 
quire, with  the  attractions,  that  will  be  neces- 
sary to  induce  him  to  enter  it.  After  the  first 
period  of  7  years,  1  should  propose  that  the 
soldier  should  have  the  privilege  of  his  dis* 
charge,  and  all  the  advantages  which  are 
at  present  enjoyed  by  those  who  have  ser- 
ved in  the  militia,  such  as  the  right  of 
exercising  bis  trade  in  any  place  where  he 
nay  choose  to  settle.  These  should  be  all 
the  advantages  for  the  first  period.— If  the 
soldier  should  wish  to  renew  his  engagement 
for  a  second  term  of  7  years,  I  should  then 
propose  that  in  addition  to  these,  he  should 
have  a  small  increase  of  pay,  not  so  large 
as  to  do  any  injury  to  the  service,  uud  yet 
sufficient  to  form  a  mark  of  distinction. 
For  this  purpose,  six-pence  a  week  will,  I 
think,  be  enough.— for  the  third  period, 
it  might  be  proper  to  have  a  farther  increase 
of  pay.  But,  reverting  to  the  second  period 
(on  the  suggestion  of  a  friend  near  me);  with 
regard  to  the  second  period,  the  soldier  will 
again  have  a  right  to  his  discharge.  I  am 
speaking  here  of  the  infantry.  For  the  ca- 
valry, different  terms  may  be  fixed,  perhaps 
10  years  for  the  first  term,  6*  for  the  second, 
and  5  for  the  last,  as  more  time  is  necessary 
for  training  the  cavalry,  and  slill  more  for 
training  the  artillery.  At  the  end  of  the  se- 
cond period  it  is  the  inclination  of  my  mind, 
that  the  man  should  have  a  pensiou  for  life. 
At  that  time,  undoubtedly,  he  might  be 
perfectly  entire  and  fit  for  further  service, 
lull  of  health  and  strength,  and  in  the  prime 
of  life;  but  still,  by  going  home  in  this 
condition,  and  holding  out  to  all  around 
him  an  instance  of  the  advantages  offered 
by  the  service,  he  would  perhaps  be  of  no 
less  advantage,  probably  he  might  be  of 
more,  than  if  he  had  continued  to  serve  for 
the  third  period.  Invaluable  as  it  would  be  to 
retain  a  soldier  of  this  description  in  the  ser- 
vice, it  is  infiuitely  more  valuable  that  he 
should  gobackinto  the  community,  and  ex- 
hibit a  beneficial  example  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  merited  bounty  of  the  county.  The 
sum  may  be  hereafter  regulated.  Whether 
any  service  should  be  required  of  them,  and 
whether  they  should  be  at  the  option  ot 
the  Chelsea  board  for  home  service  in  the 
garrison  battalions,  I  shall  leave  to  be 
hereafter  determined. — For  the  third  period 
I  should  propose  an  increase  of  pay  ol  out.- 
Shilling  per  week,  for  they  would  then  be 
soldiers  fully  tried  aud  worthy  of  having 

*  I 


the  highest  confidence  placed  in 
the  end  of  the  21  years  it  is  I 
should  retire  with    the  full  al 
Chelsea,    such  as  it  has  been 
the  late  government  and  the  e 
in -chief  for  those  who  have  di 
themselves  in  particular  places, 
dergone  particular  services ;  so 
who  have  lost  their  sight  in  Eg] 
dicious  regulations  this  allowao 
raised  to  a  shilling  a  day.    Tl 
shall  entitle  themselves  to  this 
shall  be  free  from  all  further  sei 
rison  battalions,  or  in  any  othi 
if  they  carry  oft*  robustness  of 
strength  of  constitution,  so  mud 
After  being  so  long  employed  ii 
of  his  country,  it  would  be  but 
empt  the  soldier  from  further  s€ 
kind,  and  to  allow  him  to  retur 
som  of  his  friends  and   relal 
more  capable  he  is  of  enjoying 
of  bis  services,  the  more  strife 
ful  and  honourable  example  V 
may  still  promote  the  advantag 
tie  family  by  some  trade  or  calli 
tribute  essentially,  by  example 
a  martial  spirit  throughout  his 
hood.     One  thing  1   omitted 
and  that  is,  the  inconvenience 
be  supposed  to  result  from  tl 
tions  with  respect  to  the  Colo: 
In  order  to  remedy  or  prevent 
conveniences,  a  power  may  be  • 
commander  of  a  regiment,  or 
may  have  the  chiefcommand  oi 
to  discharge  the  men  at  the  i 
several  periods  as  the  case  then 
this    proviso,    that  in  case  ol 
they  should  be  empowered  to 
service  of  those  whose  term  st 
pired,  for  six  months,  and  no  k 
end  of  which  time  they  shall 
be  entitled  to  their  discharge 
as  the  East- India  company  tre 
in  their  service  ;  that  is,  they 
home  at  the  ex  pence  of  govc 
every  possible  accommodation 
the  principal  changes  1  propos 
the  condition  of  the  soldier,  an 
I  look  forward  to  the  most  ben< 
There  are  many  subordinate  ci 
I  consider  not  somuch  matter 
provision  as  of  military  regulatic 
1  conceive  maybe  left  with  con 
illustrious   personage  at  the 
army. — There  are  many  othc 
that  may  be  calculated  to  mis 
nun  in  which  the  service  is 
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service  of  the  former  is  limited,  and  th< 
bounties  are  excessively  high. — It  might  I 
supposed,  that  the  regular  army  would  e; 
peel  similar  advantages,  or  be  dissatisfie 
yet  we  know  that  no  envy  or  tliscontei 
prevails  on  that  account.  In  the  America 
war,  tiie  Fencihle  raiments  received  night 
bounties  for  limited  Service,  than  othei 
did  for  unlimited,  and  yet  there  was  n 
com  plaint  on  the  part  of  the  lutter.  Th 
same  case  occurs  in  every  war,  and  as  n 
discontent  has  ever  been  shown  on  thi 
more  oh vi>  us  ground,  it  is  not  to  be  ex 
pectcfJ  that  any  will  be  shewn  with  regard  t 
the  different  length  of  the  term  of  servict 
But  though  in  justice  and  in  equity  th 
Army  now  in  existence  is  entitled  to  n< 
additional  advantages,  vet  it  may  be,  m 
doubt,  expedient  to  extend  to  it  some  6 
ihe  benefits  of  these  changes.  And  first 
I  propose  to  make  a  great  increase  in  tht 
Chelsea  allowance,  to  which  I  mean  tt 
ike  an  immediate  and  considerable  ang- 
ulation :  The  lowest  class  of  pensioners 
be  entitled  to  Go",  the  nest  9d.  and  the 
third  to  Is.  per  day.  This  advance  I  should 
ish  to  take  place  immediately;  from  mo- 
Lives  as  well  of  just  consideration  of  past 
..Tvices,  as  of  policy  to  give  immediate  ef- 
ict  to  the  influence  of  the  example..  It 
"ill  demonstrate  to  the  men  the  concern 
bich  the  country  takes  in  their  welfare, 
nd  will  hold  out  an  inducement  for  others 
i  embark  in  the  military  profession.  If 
ds  he  done,  and  in  my  opinion,  it  ought 
to  be  done  immediately,  every  man  in  the 
Army  will  see  that  be  has 'a  chance,  how- 
ever distant  the  period,  of  partaking  in 
what  the  bounty  of  the  nation  has  provided 
for  its  defenders,  when  they  shall  have  me- 
rited the  rewards  from  their  long  services, 
of  those  now  in  the  service  will  he 
entitled  to  his  release  till  after  the  expiration 
>f  31  years;  but  all  tliose  who,  have  now 
trved?  years  and  less  than  14,  will  be  im- 
iiii  dialely  put  upon  the  list  of  theb'rf.  a  week 
-volitional  pay;  and  nil  those  who  have 
*W*ed  1 1  years  and  upwards,  wilfbe  enti- 
tled to  l«".  a  week  additional  pay.  This  is 
all  that  I  shall  do  with  regard  to  the  Army 
which  already  exists,  and  it  is  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  liberal  boon,  to  which  thfy 
could  have  no  right  by  the  conditions  of 
their  engagement. — Having  answered  the 
right  lion.  gent.  (Mr.  Vorke)  as  to  the  Army 
now  in  existence,  1  shall  next  proceed  to 
that  great  branch  of  political  science  which 
circumstances,  and  the  nature  of  the  times 
hiive  forced  on  our  consideration ;  namely, 


iay  (tin  tribute  to  raise  the  consequence  of 
LJK  officers,  and   through  them  that  of  the 
tmu.     These,  however,  I  skill  omit  for  the 
present  ;   lirst,   because   it  is  not  necessary 
tujl»te  them,  and,  secondly,  because  as  they 
any  be  of  a.  delicate  nature,  it  may  he  im- 
proper to  enter  upon  Ihem  till  they  can  be 
Mentioned  in  detail.      Among  these,  how. 
tver,  I  may  certainly  slite  the  allowance  to 
afficrrs'  widow*,  which  I  wish  to  make  some- 
"it.ii  more  thtui  it  is  at  present ;   the  allow- 
ices  now  me  so  scanty,  thai  the  dispensu- 
of   them   is   really   heart- breaking    to 
:  ifinployed  on  that  painful  duty. — The 
eeruiling  ior  .a  term  of  years, 
go  far  towards   rilling  up  the 
lace  the  character  of  a  soldier 
a  slate  thai  its  own  atlrat  turns  may  ope- 
bounty,  ought  to  be  the  great  ob- 
it of  our  consideration.      We   must  in- 
aodarid  to  that  respect  which,  uuiidsl 
thousand     disadvantages,    still     renders 
trade  of  a  soldier  attractive.     Before  I 
red   further,   1    beg  leave   to   observe, 
respect  to  the  cavalry  and  artillery, 
the  terms  of  service  should  be  live, 
:,  and  ten  years.     This  difference  arises 
1)'  from  the  length  of  lime,  necessary 
training   and    disciplining   the  cavalry 
"Ilery  in  the  lirst  instance.     These 
rill  certainly  operate  in  a  consider- 
al)le*degree,  generally  and  individually,  on 
ike  recruiting  eemee;  but  I  despair  of  suc- 
ceeding lo   me   full  extent  required,  until 
the  Army  is   r  a  hreil  worthy  the  attention 
of  the  lower  un*  n,  m  ..  trade  M  Irtaeficial 


ihiin  many, 
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mot  think  oi  putting  the  Army 

M  such  a   f. 

uling   as   would   attract  nuni- 

hirs  bv  ordi 

ary  rucruitiag,  but,  in  my  opi- 

Jim,  the   A 

rmy  may  be   increased,   and  a 

pantum  Ml 

icil  ol"  men   procured  without 

much  difflcu 

tv.     With  these  observations, 

Ikvethi-, 

k'hich  is  the  m.i-t  iuatt-ri.il  part 

of  the   subii 

".—  .     •    Mr.  Vol  ■■    i  '.■  ' 
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those  conditions  are  fulfilled.'  We  see 
men  entering  into  ihc  army  of  reserve, 
cithout  producing  any  discontent  or  detti- 
Jicn  m  the  troops  oi  l'ie  line,  though  the 
Vol,  VI. 
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ar  -.*;  :..'y.-r  :'.  '.rr*  *>.e  gr^c:  i:sta:.ce  cr  Anae- , 
r.:>  ?...''.  .U  •.■■■=..  'XV..!,  iha::  :zn,Tt  d'v  r.rr^  ■ 
v.-....>i  *:.*■  A::.:'".c<n  j^oy/ie  ccuii  ir.:m-- ; 
ri.dr'-iy  or/.;  rtjd'.::c.t  c-r  army.  It  :»  cv> 
c«:r.t  ihd*  «:  a  *-!.;: -lriC-  cf  rr.o.'t  than  or-«'»0 
L*i  :*■£,  and  &'  rcs.^  the  Atlantic  Ocear.,  the 
j#'iw*;r  of  t;.;v  rr#-jr.try  rouid  ro:  bear  with 
t'.ll  lore;  up'>:i  t!ie  population  of  America; 
UTS'],  w-'ci'iec,  f'orn  tii'r  vast  extent  or"  the 
co-iii ti-v,  *.;; .  pf  oj/'e  C'»ij]d  alv.-ys  retire  from 
oi.r  fcrm:-,sv  a:/i  by  that  means  they  were 
f  i.abk'i  to  protract  tijt  war  until  habits  per- 
i<<  t!>  iiiilitdry  w  tr*.  acquired. — The  instance 
of  A:rieri';a  will  iiot,  however,  at  all  apply 
to  K'iropo;  r;':rt#i;iiiy  not  to  this  country, 
where  the  population  is  cooped  up  within 
narrow  lihiilfc,  whftre  they  have  no  countries 
to  retreat  to,  and  where,  consequently,  they 
would  soon  be  obliged  to  come  to  close  con- 
test. I>»it  although  we  cannot  calculate  on 
making  exactly  the  same  use  of  our  popula- 
tion that  th«:  Amerir.ans  did, yet  it  becomes  a 
question  of  the  most  serious  importance, 
how  we  are  to  derive  the  greatest  possible 
advuiitu£tjfroiii  it;  how  we  can  best  bring 
it  to  b'.ar  against  an  invading  army  ?  I  am 
confident,  that  if  over  the  contest  bhould  be 
brought  t'lan  issuf,  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try would  prove  lliat  they  would  not  fall  a 
gan'ilif'.o  without  a  stru^le,  to  an  invading 
wiciiiv.  liut,  the  (jue^tion  is  here,  what 
can  be  ^ot  from  the  loose  part  of  your  po- 
pulation iu  aid  of  the  regular  military  force? 
and  carp  must  be  taken,  that  what  is  got  in 
aid  of  the  lvtmlar  force  should  not  tend  to 
weaken  it.  With  rt^pectto  this  point,  dif- 
iiirei't  prrsoiis  h.ivo  entertained  dilferent 
opinions  at  diflV rent  limes.  My  opinions 
are,  with  a  f<  w  e.'ti  rations  arising  from 
vin  "iim-taiK.es  \\\'.\  i>,  mutatis  mutandis,  the 
st mi:  as  in  'ore,  and  thofce  opinions  will  be 
so  foui.'l  iJi  thi.'  x :  11 1\  records  which  we  have 
of  our  proi  erdin;;;*,  ;-.nd  which  iu  the.  pre- 
sent instance,  are  at  least  nmre  accurate 
thai:  usual.     I  am  ready  to  allow  that  the 


»rr-T?  :".!it  hire  b^n  fallen  into 
-■::  ...  :..e  r.Th".  ::.a:.ii:ce,  cii^ht 
^^i.Cri  lie  necc==j.-y  rp*uhol 
:  :.,•=  ui=-.  a.;.i  :  .1=  <::frlct:lties 
s.z  ::.:-J>:~iim  N.iv,  I  am  a! 
*.'..-*.  ±i:  rh:?c  a».-  now  hivi 
i-.d  rr-r::oc-  i  oiir  Mx'iury  F.s! 
.".i.e  :l-=  iiT^r.raze  cr  thc:r 
it.  or.  :he  oiher  haad,  I  fa 
"rr.p".i:~.  t;.^:  unfortunately 
:  t  *  :!rj.r,  LiJncambered  gr 
:-T  '.:  ...  &.A  which  ciruurx 
.. .:  :*/.  :o  ±ld  considerably  I 
-.".:-. s  :"■*■:  li.we  to  encounte 
:.  -::r  pre -iecessiTS  wen?  obliged 
.■ ::  ■>"  n.::.er.."P:i'.en:  ur"  the  war 
v./..::-f:ary  tf  jr:s  :r.  m  the  presi 
f /r.t  ocLftsicn.  For  myself,  r 
:ha:  evrry  thing  that  was  the  mo- 
obvious,  s-.ojld  have  been  prefe 
a  as  most  complex  and  intricati 
tion  of  tie  country  then  was, 
of  the  great  r  reparations  made 
rnv  toinvade  it.  there  was  autt 
fit  to  resist  the  threatened  invi 
fru.-trate  the  attempt  of  the  enei 
pie  were  alarmed,  but  in  no  dej 
ed.  As  to  their  feelings,  they  t 
to  be  -  *  trepidi,  non  paridi."  Tb 
neral  ardour  and  zeal,  and  a  si 
be  serviceable,  if  onlv  the  nieai 
were  pointed  out  to  them.  In  tl 
stances,  when  others  were  spea 
pulsory  service,  1  expressed 
that  when  there  was  so  mm 
alacrity  in  the  country,  it  v 
better  first  to  trv  what  could 
voluntary  service.  Indeed  th 
of  carrying  the  compulsory  ei 
the  Levy  en  Masse  act  into 
such,  that  it  appeared  to  me 
first  to  try  what  voluntary  servi 
Although  that  suggestion  did  r 
eimie  irom  me,  it  certainly  wa: 
my  contemplation  that  this  vol 
was  to  be  employed  in  such  a 
has  been  in  the  Volunteer  corp 
afterwards  formed.  I  saw  th 
of  the  people  was  then  at  such 
they  appeared  only  to  deman 
ment,.  or  of  the  house,  '*  Tel 
are  to  do  to  be  useful  to  the  cc 
der  these  circumstances,  it  % 
opinion,  that  the  people  should 
d lately  been  allowed  an  op 
training  themselves,  under  tin 
of  officers  from  the  regular  arn 
for  that  purpose.  I  thought 
have  been    depots  of  arms  i 
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tion,  be  brought  into  the  shape  ol"  a  regu- 
lar army,  and  act  as  regular  troops.  Whe- 
ther the  institution  of  the  Volunteer  corps 
had  first  taken  place,  and  this  opinion  ol 
their  efficacy  followed,  or  whether  the  in- 
stitution was  framed  on  any  pru-conceived 
opinion,  that  they  would  arrive  at  such  a 
state  of  discipline,  is  a  point  which  1  shall 
nut  pretend  to  determine.  It,  however,  al- 
ways appeared  to  me,  that  it  was  a  most 
impracticable  project  to  attempt  to  bring 
those  masses  of  men,  who  had  neither  the 
habits  uor  the  feelings  of  soldiers,  who  were 
not  inured  to  hardship,  or  accustomed  U> 
military  discipline  and  subordination,  to 
act  either  with  regulars  or  directly  against  a 
regular  enemy.  That  right  hon.  gent.  ( .Mr. 
Pitt),  in  speaking  of  what  he  expected  from 
the  Volunteer  force,  said,  they  would  be 
able  "  to  push  the  invaders  into  the  sea." 
This  was  an  expression  which  I  am  per- 
suaded proceeded  more  from  his  heart  than 
his  judgment,  and  might  have  proved  fatal 
the  country.  It  was,  however,  a  most 
dangerous  error  in  judgment  to  suppose, 
that,  because  a  body  of  men  appeared  well 
to  the  eye,  or  made  a  tolerable  show  upon 
a  parade,  that  they  were,  on  that  account, 
to  be  relied  on  as  effective  soldiers  ;  and  I 
am  much  surprised  indeed  at  the  number 
ting  officers  who  have  returned  those 


I  might  say,  shops  of  military 
ipened  nil  over  the  country, 
UUttnceofthe  regular  officers, 
:hut  the  zeal  of  the  gentlemen 
ry  might  assist  powerfully  in 
people  to  arms,  both  by  their 
5,  and  by  giving  small  prizes 
marks.  Alt  this  could  have 
ith  infinitely  less  trouble,  and 
rx  pence,  than  have  been  be. 
le  Volunteer  system.  At  tilt 
I  thought  it  was  proper,  that 
be  armed  associations  of  the 
"people,  entirely  at  their 
t  it  was  not  upon  such  armed 
;hat  I  conceived  the  cou 
pally  rely  in  aid  of  its  stand- 
hat  1  considered  as  much  mure 
ftctual,  was  the  mass  of  the 
country  trained  to  firing,  with 
ring  gentlemen,  and  military 
to  combine  them  in  whatever 
could  prove  most  destruct: 
Although  I  did  not  rely 
'   '   g  battle  to   an   in< 


I-  glvln;:  I, 


L  be 


i*rass,    and   wear  down 
pendent  of  the  mischief  that' 
ey  would  do  in  action,   I 
i  a  force   as  this,    as  one  t 


afford   ; 


jstible   fum 


emcut  of  the  present  w; 
i  which  the  zeal  and  spirit  of 
ght  have  been  rendered  most 
defence  of  the  country.  At 
it,   nothing  Gflultl   have   been 


the 


!  hii 


those  distil 
i  which   formed   so   cuusider- 

the  expence  of  the  Volunteer 
t  was  afterwards  established, 
ever,  of  the  svstem  which  I 

country  from  one  end  to  the 
thrown  into  Volunteer  Corps. 
was  not  the  fault  of  the  piso» 
lie   government.     The   desire 

;n  nobody  told  them,  it  was 
1  for  the  people,  when  left  to 
O  say,  "  Let  us  imitate  the 
I'd/ess  ourselves,    and    train 


ydo;   let 


S  le.. 


i  the  n 


'  After  the  Volunteer 

he  great  man  (Mr. 

*ere   always   to    be 

maintained,     thai 

with  care  and  i ri strut, • 


.  >dgi 
ble  they 
lur  army, 

Id  place  th; 


lde 


,%->Lihl  h 


red  with  a 


,  being  officered  i 
the   regular   army  never 

iplicit  confidence  in  them, 
which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  make  cms 
peeies  of  troops  act  effectually  with  others 
of  a  different  kind.  The  Volunteers  might 
be  well  trained,  they  might  be  good  sol- 
liers,  they  might  positively  know  them- 
.elves  tu  be  so,  hut  then  it  was  also  neces- 
sary that  the  commanders  of  the  regular 
army   should  be  equally   sensible  of  this 

Diliil  est,  nisi  te  scire  hoc  iciat  alter. 

n  evti  »e  attempted  to  do  this,  and  put 
them  to  act  with  the  regular  army,  1  fear  the 
late  of  the  country  would  be  decided  ;  foe 
[  cannot  possibly  conceive,  that  the  enemy 
would  desire  any  thing  better  than  that  the 
country  should  trust  its  defence  to  the  Vo- 
lunteer corps.  If  the  Volunteers  were  to 
je  opposed  Co  the  attack  of  a  regular  tirva- 
dittg  army,  it  is  impossible  not  to  suppose 
that  many  must  tall,  though  many  wonld 
do  their  duty.     A  mail  may  be  in  himself 
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fully  capable  of  doing  what  is  right,  but  he 
may  be  infected  with  the  bad  example  of 
those  about  him.  As  for  courage,  or  con- 
fidence, it  is  well  known,  that  in  an  armv  it 
is  not  sufficient  to  havecoufidence  inouesclf, 
it  is  also  necessary  to  have  confidence  in 
one's  neighbours.  It  is  like  the  defence  of 
a  long  line,  which,  if  broken  through  in  any 
point,  the  valour  with  which  other  points 
are  defended  will  bo  of  little  consequence. 
If  a  regular  regiment  were  to  come  into 
action,  it  cannot  !-.*  supposed  that  their 
confidence  would  be  the  same  if  they  were 
flanked  by  a  corps  of  Volunteers,  a.s  it 
would  be  if  tliev  saw  on  their  llank,  the 
14th,  the  SSth,  die  17th.,  the  4'2cl,  or  any  of 
those  brave  and  well  tried  regiments  that 
have  distinguished  themselves  in  the  ser- 
vice of  their  country.  I  do  not,  however, 
deny  that  essential  services  may  be  deri- 
ved from  the  Volunteers,  even  under  the 
present  system-  In  the  first  place,  they  are 
enrolled,  and  I  consider  the.  very  circum- 
stance of  enrolment  as  a  great  foundation 
of  strength,  because  in  that  they  have  given 
a  pledge  to  their  country,  and  to  each  other, 
that  thev  are  to  be  found  whenever  their 
attendance  shall  be  absolutely  necessary. 
In  the  second  place,  they  have  been  trained, 
and  even  in  the  manner  they  have  been  train- 
ed, many  of  them  may,  in  time,  be  made 
extremely  useful  under  the  direction  of  an 
aole  general.    They  must,  however,  purge 


up  in  those  £orps,  but  \i 
hud  i hem  loose,  so  that 
turned  to  others  of  gre* 
The  mass  of  the  people 
loose! v  trained,  and  on! 
able  soon  to  take  their  pi 
the  ranks  of  the  rvgular  a 
of  that  description  wcul 
Miflicicnt  to  make  them  \ 
an  enemy,  as  an  armed 
the  direction  of  intelligci 
either  of  those  ways  I   tl 
contribute  much  more  t 
security  of  the  country,  t 
placed   in  Volunteer  roi 
view  of  the  matter;  but  l 
been  followed,  goes  to  inc 
exertions  in    Volunteer 
objection  made,  most  pre 
the  expence  of  such  a  s 
heavy.     Granting,  for  a 
truth  of  the  objection,  w 
compared  to  the  preserv 
pendciice  of  the  countn 
to  talk  of  the  expences 
ling  the  military  system 
pared  with  that  of  ma: 
Volunteer  Establishment 
during  the  three  years  ai 
system  has  existed,  it  ha 
no  less  than  (ive  million* 
unccs   to    the   Voluulee 
that  the  Volunteers  hav 


off  a  great  deal  of  their  grosser  stuff,  before   to,  and  the  various  subs 


they  can  well  be  brought  into  action. 
There  are  mar.v  individuals  who  entered 
into  those  corps  from  the  best  of  motives, 
and  from  the  most  laudable  intentions  to 
serve  their  country*  but  whose  age,  whose 
constitutions,  and  whose  habits  of  life, 
render  them  altogether  unfit  for  the  active 
duties  of  real  service  against  an  enemy. 
My  general  objections  to  the  present  mode 
of  dividing  the  country  into  Volunteer  corps, 
were,  first,  the  immense  expence  of  the 
system  on  its  present  foundation  ;  and  se- 
condly, I  conceived  it  intercepted  and  lock- 
ed up  in  corps,  which  could  not  be  brought 
against  an  enemy,  men  who  by  another  dis- 
tribution might  be  brought  against  them  in 
the  regular  army.  I  therefore  thought  that 
the  system  was  like  throwing  good  money 
after  bad,  and  that  it  never  could  succeed. 
I  wished,  however,  that  there  should  be 
1'iiauy  voluntary  associations  of  the  better 
?ort  of  people,  armed  and  disciplined  at 
their  own  expence;  but  as  to  the  great 
mass  of  the  people,  artisans  and  peasants, 
I  did  not  wish  thai  they  should  be  locked 


tributions  that  have  beei 
system,  amount  to  at  le 
I  am  stating  it  below  j 
say,  that  the  security  ' 
has  derived  from  the  ^ 
last  three  years  and  a 
chased  at  the  enormous 
ten  millions  sterling,  be 
our  more  efficient  doer 
many  men  who  would 
tered  into  them.  The  t 
luuteers  then  hat  been  i 
whole  of  the  Property  Tu 
as  this  expence  is,  ha 
much  security  as  could  I 
for  the  same  money  in  a 
would  now  be  no  occa 
change  it.  Tn  conside 
best  way  of  deriving  adv 
sistance  of  the  populati 
without  citing  the  exam 
peasantry,  or  the  pea* 
country,  I  conceive  th 
to  be,  whether  it  is  b 
of  the  people  should  b 


J  wish  to  Bee  obliged  to  serv 
a  common  soldier  in  i 
giment,  but  that  the  great  body 
peasantry,  that  description  of  men 
'bom  the  regular  army  ought  to  be 
ed,  should  not  be  shut  up  in  those 
:eer  Corps.  Could  I  realize  my  wish 
the  greet  muss  of  the  population  of 
iintry  so  far  trained,  as  to  be  able,  ei- 
act  as  an  armed  peasantry,  or  to  re- 
nniediately  whatever  losses  the  regu- 
sy  might  receive  in  action,  then,  in- 
I  should  consider  the  country  as  in- 
e.  Should  its  armies  receive  a  check, 
Id  immediately  repair  the  disaster, 
ould  rise  like  Antaeus,  when  flung  to 
1b,  willi  redoubled  vigour.  Tliecer- 
of  immediately  repairing  our  losses, 
lie  invaders  could  not  repair  theirs, 
inevitably  turn  the  victory  in  our  fa- 
Suppose  rive  regular  regiments  were 
IOOO  men  in  a  battle  with  the  enemy, 
md  that  those  regiments  would  be 
rtronger  if  they  were  filled  up  with 
s  such  as  1  have  described,  than  if  a 
ot  consisting  of  1000  men  were  to 
ip  to  their  support  in  their  skeleton 
Tliese  are  the  ideas  that  govern 
m)  on  which  a.  wise  and  permanent 
may  be  established  gradually,  for  1 
friend  to  sudden  change ;  the  Vo- 
■j  may  gradually  be  brought  to  the 
■irriL'ct!  in  17QS,  in  a  letter  of  lord 
He' to  trie  lords  lieutenants  of  coun- 
mean,  that  stale  which  would  give 
jntry,  men  of  a  better  condition,  and 
■ted  at  their  own  expence.  In  order 
;t  this  purpose,  there  would  be  no 
ity  for  any  violent  measures  or  severe 
Ision.  I  should  propose  a  very  dis- 
course from  what  has  been  hitherto 
d  :  instead  of  requiring  a  rigid  dis- 
!  from  the  people,  I  should  propose 
■rt  of  training  which  will  be  very  easy 
■m  to  acquire,  and  which  will  answer 
purposes  1  have  staled.  Now,  to 
ibjugs  to  this  state,  the  first  object 


reduction  of  that  force.  I  do  not  wi 
do  this  suddenly,  till  some  other  fore 
be  provided  in  its  stead ;  but,  the  redu 
of  the  Volunteers  is  not  like  the  redu 
of  a  regular  regiment.  When  you  n 
a  regular  regiment,  it  is  annihilated 
when  you  reduce  a  Volunteer  Corps, 
have  the  men  on  the  spot  still,  and 
ever  valuable  they  may  be,  that  val 
not  reduced.  But  at  the  same  time,  < 
regard  to  the  public  feeling,  and  to  I 
circumstances,  it  may  not  be  desirah 
reduce  these  corps  suddenly,  but  this, 
ever,  is  not  to  prevent  the  reduction  c 
great  expence  in  maintaining  tiietn. 
if  these  expences  were  to  continue, 
would  rise  much  higher  than  they  hai 
therto  done, -because  the  subscription  i 
are  gone,  and  the  corps  must  lean  i 
and  more  oa  the  government,  as  is  r. 
rally  the  case  when  government  enters 
partnership  with  any  privare  bodies  o 
dividuals.  Government  must  at  las 
at  the  whole  expence,  because  their  f 
were  not,  perhaps,  regarded  by  the  Vt 
teers  themselves  aa  a  permanent  resou 
and  if  the  Volunteers  were  to  coo  tint 
they  are  at  present,  tbe  ex  pence  of  the 
3  years  and  a  half  would  be  douMe  i 
it  was  in  the  former  period.  Now,  bio 
to  this  situation  of  the  VolnnU-en, 
they  should  be  liable  to  serve  at  their 
expence,  and  that  the  rest  of  the  pe 
should  be  loosely  trained,  the  lessetiin 
he  expence  may  be  the  means  of  th't 
luction  of  the  Volunteers,  and  put 
things  on  the  footing  on  which  I  wisi 
see  them  placed.  Why,  then,  this  far 
to  the  question  of  training  ;  and  t 


tiieed  s 


asyst 


I  of  volun 


teenirg 


pose,  and  the  training  of'thc  n. 
the  population,  might  have  gone  On  i 
by  side  ;  but  since  the  present  system 
been  established,  thetrarmngcannot  be 
*[y  conducted,  and  the  only  alter 
to  have  recourse  tocompufsion.  . 
therefore,  that  can  be  done  in  Hth  en 
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to  make  the  compulse  n  as  light  as  possible. 
(A  cry  of  hear!  hear!)  The  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  may  cry  hear!  hear!  but  they 
may  be  assured  that  I  do  not  like  this  one 
jot  the  better  for  coming  from  their  shop. 
While  they  were  on  the  treasury  side  of 
the  house,  they  may  remember  how  many 
compulsory  acts  they  passed,  how  the  whole 
smithry  was  at  work,  how  they  laboured 
about  the  armour  of  Mars  like  a  set  of 
Cyclops,  more  blind  than  their  one-eyed 
brethren,  till  they  locked  the  country  in 
armour,  so  cumbrous  and  clumsy  that  it 
was  unable  to  stir  hand  or  foot— 


"  For  never  did  the  Cyclops'  hammers  fall, 
"  On  Mars's  armour,  forg'U  for  proof  etenic, 
91  With  greater  force." 

I  can  assure  the  gentlemen,  that  my  fetters 
shall  not  be  like  theirs.     It  is  one  of  the 
advantages  of  my  plan,  that  it  can  be  easily 
got  rid  of.    The  compulsion  that  I  propose, 
goes  merely  to  the  point  of  training,  and 
that  at  their  own  homes,  and  only  for  the 
space  of  one  year ;  and  the  discipline  ne- 
cessary to  enforce  this  training,  shall  be 
made  as  mild  and  as  voluntary  as  possible. 
It  may  be  said,  that  I  here  follow  the  steps 
of  the  right  hon.  gent,  over  the  way  (Mr. 
Yorke),  and  that  I  tread  on  old  foundations. 
The  basis  of  the  scheme  which  I  am  pro- 
posing is  undoubtedly  the  same  with  that 
act  which  pretty  nearly  fits  the  present 
building;  I  mean  the  Levy  en  Masse  act. 
I  partly  blamed  that  act  and  partly  appro- 
ved of  it.    That  act  says,  that  the  people 
shall  be  compellable  to  train  as  an  inter- 
mediate duty,  and  compellable  to  serve  in 
case- of  invasion.     I  so  far  approve  of  it 
now,  and  I  approved  of  it  then.     I  con- 
curred in  the  commutation  for  voluntary 
service,  though  that  afterward  took  a  wrong 
shape.     My  plan  will  give  a  preference  to 
voluntary  training,  but  with  a  power  of 
resorting  to  compulsion  if  necessary.     It 
will   arso  go  to  assert  the   kiug's  prero- 
gative right  to  every  man's  service  in  case 
of  invasion.     It  will  exclude  the   excep- 
tionable part  of  that  act,  the  training  of  all 
classes  together.     This  objection  was  one 
of    my   reasons    for  preferring  voluntary 
service  to  the  Levy  en  Masse,  though  that 
voluntary  service  soon  after  took  a  false 
shape.     The  first  part  of  the  reduction  I 
shall  propose  in  the  Volunteer  expences, 
will  be    a    change  of    the  June    allow- 
ances lo    the   August    allowances;    of  a 
training  of  85  days,   to  a  training  of  26 
days.    The   total  reduction   that  will   be 
thus  made,  on  the  estimate  of  this  year, 


which  is  1,479,000/.  exd 
ing,  which  is  347,000/.,  \ 
The  allowance  to  the.ya 
be  considerably  reduced/ 
of  the  officers'  pay,  in  th 
the  August  establishment, 
A  reduction  of  the  allow* 
drill  serjeants,  the  present 
is  far  beyond  what  is  necest 
to  54,700/.   Under  the  he 
Duty,  a  reduction  of  no  lei 
may  be  made.     It  is  the 
nion  of  persons  conversai 
fairs,   that  the  expence  < 
field-officers  may  be  spare 
duty  may  be  as  well  execi 
lieutenants,  or  the  civil  ofli 
This  will  yield  a  saviug 
all  which  are  to  be  adde 
by  the  receivers  general  f 
neas  amounting  to  198,0O( 
reduction  of  807,700/.     ' 
which  are  of  considered 
propose  without  any  host 
the  Volunteers,  but,  to  be 
ment  of  expence,  which 
come  enormous  from  the 
nature  of  the  Volunteer  8' 
and  with  a  view  to  the  ne 
ment  of  the  military  state 
The  Volunteer  bodies  will 
ved,  at  least  with  regard 
without  any  idea  of  what  j 
continuance   of  the  systt 
more  desirable  mode  for 
who  may  be  unwilling  to 
mass,  and  this  oppprtunit 
a  sufficient  reward!     Witi 
lunteers  who  may  hencefo; 
ment  will  not  allow  any 
With  regard  to  those  now 
but  equitable  they  should 
the  immediate  operation 
tem,  but  I  wish  it  to  be 
though  they  may  receive  j 
this  year,  government  d 
provide  it  in  the  next.     ] 
shall  exempt  any  man  I 
training,  but  his  becomin 
his  own  expence,  the  ad 
will  be  that  he  can   tn 
chooses,  and  fight  if  occas 
the  corps  to  which  he  sha 
of  being  liable  lo  fall'  in 
lars.     With  respect  to  th 
pulsion,  if  compulsion  srw 
to  carry  the  training  into 
may  be  made  of  that  pbi 
trained  in  every  year,  fo 


Ballot,  .seems  to  me  to  be  the  mo: 
lient.  I  would  have  the  people  d: 
into  three  classes,  between  the  ng 
and  40.  The  first  class  to  com 
d  all  from  lG  to  24;  the  seeon. 
*  tfc'  32;  and  the  third  all  from 
40.  I  should  propose  that  a  dis- 
iary  power  should  be  vested  in 
to  call  out  such  classes  as  from 
ergency  of  the  case  might  to  the  go- 
■nt  appear  proper,  ami  in  such  parts 
kingdom,  us  it  should  find  necessary, 
lag  to  the  imminence  of  the  danger, 
t  I  should  think  ought  to  be  annual, 
Sale ver  errors  should  be  found  in  it, 
light  be  speedily  remedied.  As  a 
mitigation  of  the  compulsion,  I 
still  follow  the  steps  of  the  right 
int.,  and  if  any  should  voluntarily 
emselves  to  be  trained,  the  opera- 
tic ballot  should  be  so  far  climi- 
Tlie  number  of  days  for  training 
d  limit  to  C(j,  with  an  allowance  uf 
re  than  a  shilling  each  time,  as  a 
nation  for  their  half-day's  work. 
ary  trainings  arc  to  lie  accepted  at 
ire t ion  of  the  officers,  and  to  go  in 
lion  of  the  ballot.  I  do  not  mean 
ose  that  there  should  he  any  parti- 
pth  or  dress,  or  that  the  men  should 
odied ;  but  it  will  be  left  to  the  power 
grown  to  collect  them  together  in 
Aw  or  place,  in  14  days,  for  the 
ftrf  more  speedy  training,  and  those 
lent  themselves  from  training  on  any 
round,  than  that  of  their  belonging  lo 
eer  Corps,  to  pay  a  small  fine.  The 
;  I  wish  to  be  performed  by  detach- 
)f  mihtia,  and  of  the  regulars  now 
]ly  connected  with  the  counties. 
they  will  gain  a  real  connection, 
will  enable  them  to  recruit  much 
than  by  means  of  parish  officers. 
ill  exert  themselves  in  the  training, 
jope  of  afterwards  getting  the  men 
'  own  regiments.  1  shall  also  beg 
J  propose,  by  way  of  mitigation  of 
of  training,  that  if  a  sufficient  num- 


who  have  been  appointed  to  these  I 
lions  with  such  inconvenience  to  thi 
vice,  cannot  be  sent  adrift  without 
ship.  The  officers  of  these  skeletot 
talions    will    now    be  turned    into 


professed  to   create  the  57   battalions 

not  had  the  effect  of  raising  them. 

that  has  been  done  by  the  Additions 

fence  bill  has  been,  at  the  very  utmoi 

supply  about  !)<K>0    mell   lo  lne  ljlie. 

that  can  be  expected  from  it,  if  it  wi 

inue   in  full  vigour,    is  a  supply  i 

many  everyyoar,  and  that  in  a  very 

way. — With  regard  to  the  Militia,  thou. 

its  original  constitution  it  cannot  be  ra 

under  the  head  of  ihe  regular  army,  yi 

W  carried  to  such  perfection  that  it  1 

Diisidered  asoururmyforhomedeft 

and  as  fully  adequate  to  thatobject. 

Militia   may  now  be  considered  as  pai 

the  regular  army,    and  for  home  sei 

is  certainly  equal  to  any  part  of  our  force, 

the  single  exception,  that  it  never  has  i 

actual  service,  and  if  it  should  have  to  I 

the  enemy's  attack  on  British  ground, 

battle  in  which  it  would  have  to  fight 

the  existence  of  the  country  would  be  the 

would  have.  seen.     With  respect  to 

ilitia,  I  shall  nut  therefore  meddle  I 

it  any  farther  than  lo  continue  the  sui| 

sion  already  existing,  and  instead  of  rai; 

n  fry  ballot,'  to  raise  them   by  the  m 

recruiting  at  a  limited  bounty.     \V 

r  at   a    future  period    it    may  not 

ilic  to  diminish  this   department  of  i 

itary  establishment,  will  be  a  fit  subj 

subsequent  consideration  ;   but  I  wo 

certainly  recommend  recruiting  for  this  s 

vice  on  the  scheme  projected  in    Irela 

and  at  a  limited  bounty.     A  measure  ', 

been  suggeetedj  which  has  at  last  been  j 

tied,  at  least  by  a  sort  of  common  conse 

that  the  Irish  militia  should   be  permiti 

to  enlist  in  the  line  ;  this  1  am  disposed 

promote,  by  some  regular  and  permani 

arrange i.icut,    if,  in  conjunction  with  I 
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Irish  government,,the  plan  should  be  appro- 
ved of. — I  must  again  shortly  revert  to  the 
Volunteers ;  for  in  the  great  variety  of  mat- 
ter to  which  my  attention  has  been  necessa- 
rily directed,  I  have  found  it  difficult  to  as- 
sign to  every  observation  its  exact  place. 
With  regard  to  the  Volunteers,  the  allow- 
ance  for  clothing  may  continue  for  one 
year  more ;  but  I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  un- 
derstood that  there  is  no  engagement  what- 
ever on  the  part  of  government,  that  this 
is  to  continue  for  the  next  year*    There  is 
one  other  topic  which  I  had  almost  forgot, 
and  that  is  the  rank  granted  to  the  Volun- 
teer officers.    There  never  was  such  mon- 
strous injustice  done  to  any  body  of  men,  as 
has  been  done  to  the  regular  army  in  grant- 
ing rank  to  the  Volunteer  officers.    If  the 
officers  of  the  line  are  not  to  have  com* 
xnand  in  their  own  peculiar  province,   in 
Cod's  name  where  are  they  r   To  what  new 
state  of  humiliation  are  they  to  be  next 
exposed  ?  What  should  we  think  of  such  a 
.proceeding  in  other  cases?   What  would 
the  learned  gent,  oyer  the  way  (Mr.  Per- 
ceval) say  to  one  who  should  take  pre- 
cedence of  him  at  the  bar,  merely  because 
he  had  a  larger  fortune,  and,  perhaps,  when 
lie  had  no  fortune  at  all  I  If  we  do  not  give 
officers  these  distinctions,  what  are  we  to 
£iv£  .them  r  Their  pay  is  certainly  not  pro- 
fuse, nor  have  they  much  in  their  profes- 
sion to  recommend  it,  except  the  honours 
attached  to  it*  '  There  never  was  such  an 
outrage  as  that  offered  to  the  regular  of- 
ficers,   What  would  the  hon.  officer  oppo- 
site (general  Tarie ton)  think,  if  a  man  in  a 
red  coat  were,  addressing  him,  to  say,  he 
was  the  son  of  a  nobleman  having  rank  in  a 
Volunteer  cprps,  and  therefore  expected  he 
(the  general)  should  bow  to  his  opinion  on 
military  affairs?    Is  a  young    lieutenant, 
whose  parents    may    happen    to  possess 
.abundance  of  wealth,  to  be  permitted  to  say 
to  his  superior  officers,  "I  will  buy  you  all 
out,  and  take  the  command  of  th*  regi- 
ment ?"  Is  the.  sensibility  of  the  regular 
army  toJbe  so  severely  wounded  ?  aud  what, 
J  ask,  is  the  advantage  to  be  gained  by  this 
violation  of  individual  honour  ?  Is  a  gen- 
tleman, who  has  distinguished  himself  iu  the 
xpost  dangerous  services,  to  be  placed  under 
thecontroul  of  a  man  utterly  ignorant  of 
the  duties  of  the  profession  of  arms,  and 
who  has  experienced  none  of  the  perils  and 
suffering  to  which  that  honourable  occu- 
pation is  exposed?  In  future  I  would  re- 
commend that  no  Volunteer  should  hold 
a  higher  rank  than  that  of  captain  ;  that  is, 
that  no  ofiicer  of  the  line  of  a  higher  rank 


than  that  of  captain,  nor 
manding  u  corps,  shall  I 
an  officer  of  Volunteers, 
the  principles  from  the. 
I  look  for  a  permanen 
ply  to  the  regular  arm 
hand,    our  population 
to  harass  the  enemy  o 
nearly  every  individual  < 
be  prepared  to  fill  the  s 
who  shall  fall,  at  least 
trained  as  to  make  a  sol 
time.     This  measure, 
wanting  to  recommend  i 
do  what  wasrecommen 
statesman  we  have  lost* 
obtain  that  poin t most  de 
try — to  get  our  whole  f 
ly  into  that  trained  state, 
would  be  capable  of  beir 
soldier  in  a  very  short  tic 
tie  trouble.  The  measure 
one  general  training.  It- 
little 'trouble,  and  \vith< 
from  their  homes.  It  wil 
without  much  expence 
for  voluntary  service  in  i 
but  an  annual  measure,  i 
portuuity  of  revision  ai 
recur  as  often  as  pos 
will  have  no  place  in 
it  should  become  indisj 
operation  ofthemeasur 
to  it  for  immediate  effe 
,seed  will  be  some  time  i 
it  shews  a  blade.    I  pron 
I  do  not  profess  to  be  abl< 
the  evil.  When  things  k 
ing  wrong,  it  is  unfair  I 
that  shall  without  delai 
The  number  to  be  rai 
en  Masse  will,  1  shoulc 
200,000  men ;  with  re« 
I  do  not  conceive  that  £ 
tiou  ought,  under  the 
ces,  to  be  expected,  bi 
language  of  'Change,  be 
trust  the  measure  will 
present  exorbitant  boui 
to  state  that  the  meas 
one  of  more  confidence 
hope  it  will  wear  well 
only  to    return  my  t 
for  the  indulgence  afft 
long  time  I  have  tresj 
tiou,  and  shall  concl 
leave  to  bring  iii  a  hi! 
passed  in  the  44th  of 
the  Addition^  J'orce 
being  put, 


ft9]  PARt..  DEBATES,  Apr.  3, 1806\— Military  Establkfontitto of  tfc  Country. 


Lord  Castttrtagh  rose  and  npoke  as  fol- 
low:— Sir;  however  widely  I  may  diner  in 
qwnion  from  the  right  bon.  gentleman,  in 
•on of  the  positions  and  conclusions  which 
a*  hat  laid  down,  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
nt*t  the  introduction  of  any  of  those  bills 
•f  which  lie  has  given  notice,  and  which 
•re  calculated    lo    develops    the    system 
which  be  lias  this  night  opened   to  the 
iute;  neither  is  it  my  intention  at  pre- 
tillo  follow   him  through  the  details  < 
i  long  and  elaborate  statement.      Fului 
portunides  will  be  afforded,  belter  adapt- 
I  (or  such  discussions.     It  is  impossible, 
>*ever,  upon  a  subject  of  such  import- 
«*,  more  especially  alter  the  manner  iu 
Mch  it  has  been  treated  by  the  right  hon. 
nileman,  to  suffer  the  present  question 
be  put,  without  troubling  this  house 
ith   sume   general   observations    on   the 
itliiie  of  the  proposed   alterations  in  the 
"itary  system  of  the  country.— The  de- 
ilion  with  which  the  right  hon.  gent. 
:cd  his  speech,  vi^.   that  the  state 
which  he  found  the  military  establish- 
coming  into  oliice,  was  such  a: 
lim   no   other  alternative  but  t< 
iniself  with  its  immediate  revi- 
ai  left  me   no  other  choice  but  to 
myself  on  the    attention    of  the 
;  and  as  an  aggravation  of  this  pro> 
vocation,   he  has  chosen  to  attribute  tin 
surprize  expressed   by  several  of  my  hon 
friends  near  me.  as  well  as  myself,  on  mow 
(ban  one  occasion,  ai  the  vet  unexplained 
and  unintelligible  clehiy  which  has  ( 
in  the  production  of  his  scheme,  t 
rwusness  on  our  part  that  the 
defence  of  the  country  was  left  by  the  fete 
.  defect™ 


demand,  not  only  a 
■ediate  reform.  So  thoroughly  convinced 
■■  I  that  the  assumption  on  which  the 
tight  hott,  gent,  proceeds  is  wholly  desti- 
tute of  foundation,  that  1  must  beg  leave 
•riefly  to  state  to  the  house  what  the 
Ktoal  state  of  the  military  establishments 
m  when  they  passed  into  the  hands  of 
4e  new  government.  Having  preceded 
fc  right  hoc.  gent,  in  the  situation  he  now 
Bta,  and  having  under  the  superiutemlance 
■rt  guidance  of  my  late  right  hon.  friend 
fcfceriy  administered  the  war  department 
Ofthe  government,  1  feel  it  due  not  only  to 
■yseWbut  to  the  house,  to  bring  before 
•im  wch  a  statement  ofthe  actual  situa- 
tion in  which  we  left  the  public  force,  as 
toy  enable  them  to  judge  as  well  of  the 
aw*  of  the  charge  which  the  right  bon. 
Vot.  VI. 


gent,  has  ventured  to  make,  as  ofthe 
cessity  or  expediency  of  the  change  w 
he  has  thought  fit  to  propose.  I  am  a 
[ionally  impelled  to  do  so  from  the  an* 
desire  I  must  feel  to  discharge  what 
pears  lo  me  a  duty  to  my  late  right  1 
friend.  To  no  subject  had  his  atten 
and  exertions  been  more  anxiously  dii 
od  during  the  latter  years  of  his  public 
:han  to  the  formation  of  an  improved 
itary  system,  adapted  to  the  exigeucit 
be  times  in  which  we  live.  It  is  impt 
b!e  I  should  not  feel  an  attempt  lo  de 
ciate  and  unjustly  to  degrade  every  ll 
he  bad  done  with  this  view,  as  a  heavy  < 
against  his  government,  and  a  r: 
injurious  reflection  upon  bis  memory, 
this,  as  in  every  leading  feature  of  his- 1 
tical  life,  bis  fame  will,  I  am  sure,  be  fo 
inseparably  interwoven  with  the  best 
terests  of  his  country  ;  it  will  be  iinpc 
ble  for  the  right  hon.  gent,  to  wound 
former  without  exposing  the  latter;  ai 
am  convinced,  more  especially  on  a  sut; 
which  for  such  a  space  of  time  conlin 
to  occupy  the  undivided  attention  of 
unerring  mind,  fhat  I  shall  also  best 
charge  my  public  duty  by  yielding  lo 
desire  I  peisonally  feel  to  have  his  ei 
tious  in  the  public  service  fairly  uni 
stood,  and  appreciated  by  the  house. 
discussing  this  question,  there  are  si 
general  principles  upon  which  it  will 
impossible,  I  apprehend,  even  for  the  r: 
hon.  gent,  and  myself  to  difi'er.  It  can 
but  be  considered  as  a  serious  misfort 
for  any  country  to  find  itself  compellei 
undertake  a  fundamental  revision  of  air 
leading  establishments.  If  this  rem 
jeuerally  true,  it  is  not  less  (rue  v 
respect  to  its  military  establishment,  i 
t  no  time  so  peculiarly  true  as  in 
lidst  of  war,  and  possibly  at  the  eve  < 
contest  to  be  maintained  on  our  c 
ground  with  a  formidable  enemy  for 
existence  of  the  country.  The  house  m 
feel  that  in  no-slight  case  ought  parliam 
to  be  called  on  at  such  a  moment  to  br 
into  doubt  and  question  every  part  of 
mlitary  system,  to  paralyze  the  exertii 
'f  some  of  the  main  branches  of  our  pi 
ic  force,  as  well  as  the  measures  aires 
pproved  and  adopted  by  parliament 
:c  increase  of  the  army.  During  the  p 
racted  period  which  such  a  discuss! 
must  necessarily  occupy,  and  the  dou 
it  must  occasion,  can  the  house,  or  I 
right  hon.  gent,  expect  that  the  same  t 
erav  and  spirit  will  pervade  the  put 
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force}  The  army  impatiently  waiting  to 
kuow  the  exteut  of  this  indulgences  which 
are  hereafter  to  attach  to  the  profession  of 
a  soldier  (an  expectation  hazardous  to  ex- 
cite, in  proportion  as  it  is  difficult  to  sa- 
tisfy) ;  the  militia,  to  know  the  extent  of 
the  right  hoo.  gent.'s  designs  for  reducing 
a  force,  he  has  hitherto  rather  tolerated 
than  approved ;    the  voluuteers,  whether 
they  are  to  be  doomed  to  a  lingering  or  an 
immediate  dissolution  ?     In  the  midst  of 
such  a  complicated  and  extensive  enquiry, 
.can  the  right  hon.  gent,  or  bis  majesty's 
other  ministers,  be  equally  qualified  to  dis- 
charge their  many  other  pressing  duties  ? 
Occupied  as  his  mind  has  been  for  the  two 
last  months  in  projects  of  reform,  the  right 
hon.  gent,  may  possibly  have  forgot  that 
be  had  any  other  enemy  lo  contend  with 
than  the  opposers  of  his  military  schemes, 
or  that  he  had  any  army  within  his  grasp, 
which  could  be  turned  to  the  annoyance 
of  our  real  enemy.     I  press  these  consi- 
derations to  shew  that  parliament,  before 
it  enters  upon  a  task  in  many  respects  both 
difficult  and  perilous,  should  require  those 
who  propose  it  to  make  o,ut  to  their  satis- 
faction a  case,  if  not  of  inevitable  necessi- 
ty, at  least  of  strong  and  evident  expedi- 
ency, before  they  call  for' their  interposi- 
tion to  the  extent  claimed.     The  right 
hon.  gent,  in  opening  the  question  to  the 
bouse*  has  been  wholly  silent  on  the  pre- 
sent actual  amount  and  composition  of  the 
army.     He  has  been  as  little  explicit  in 
stating  to  the  house  the  points  in  which  he 
considered  it  to  be  inadequate,  and  the  ex- 
tent to  which  he  proposes  to  carry  it.    He 
has,   however,   generally  laid    down    the 
expediency  of  endeavouring  to  obtain  some 
considerable  increase  of  that  force :  in  this 
principle  I  cordially  agree  with  him.     The 
right  hon.  gent,  has  not  denied  that  the 
quality  of  the  regular  army,  so  far  as  it 
goes,  is  unexceptionable  on  this  highly- 
gratifying   consideration ;    it    is  certainly 
only  to  discharge  a  debt  of  justice  lo  the 
illustrious  personage  who  now  presides,  so 
much  to  his  own  honour,  over  that  army, 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  indefati- 
gable exertions  with  which  he  has,  for  a 
series  of  years  past,  followed  up  its  im- 
provement.    At  no  period  of  our  history 
has  the  science,  uniformity,  and  discipline 
of  the  army,  been  comparable  to  what  it 
now  is ;  and  I  am  sure  I  speak  the  senti- 
ments of  the  profession  at  large  when  I 
assert,  that  to  the  present  commander-in- 
chief  the  British  army  is  indebted. for  more 
1 


solid  improvement  than 
tay  to  nil  those  who  hav 
that  distinguished  trust, 
the  present  state  of  the 
numbers,  and  that  the 
estimate  the  merits  of  ti 
operation  of  which  it  hi 
its  present  standard,  I  ai 
paring  the  amouut  and  c 
army  as  it  stood  on  the 
being  the  half-yearly  pe; 
on  the  table,  which  imu 
Mr.  Pitt's  last  return  to 
that  of  the  array  as  it  t 
lect  those  periods,  not  1 
degree  the  meritoriou3 
w  ho  preceded  him  in  c 
sures  for  the  increase  ax 
the  army  I  shall  always  c 
]y  vigorous  and  produc 
ing  the  best  criterion  b 
of  that  system,  which  it  i 
explode  and  abrogate,  ■ 
of.  Including  militia 
gross  strength  of  the  a 
abroad  stood  as  followi 
and  rile : 

1*  Jan.  1804, 
1st  .March  1806, 

In. 
The  regular  army,  incl 
distinguished  from  the  i 

J st  Jan.  1804,  * 

J st  March  1806, 

The  regular  army  dispc 

service : 

1st  Jan.  180-*, 
lit  March  1806, 

Ii» 

This  statement,  I  trust 
the  satisfaction  of  the  he 
increase  in  gross  strengl 
.  has  received  during  the 
they  will  likewise  obsen 
bers  of  the  militia  have  ' 
the  relative  strength  of 
has  been  advanced,  and 
in  the  disposable  branc 
army  has  been  still  mq 
not  less  than  49,843  nj 
of  one-half.  Whilst  lj 
right  hon.  gent,  in  deed 
mentation  of  our  force  n» 
present  circumstances  of 
paring  the  present  amfl 
.vhich  it  formerly  stood  % 
it  is  impossible  for  the^ 
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it*  either  the  high  condition  of  our 
establishment,  or  the  system  by 
t    has   been  so    rapiilly  augmented 


t  »rmy  more  than  at  any?         nr  ,, , 

W(*md,        -      .       i      -,-m 
lug  the  jit'tiuil  strength  and  com* 

oflhearmv,  the  next  puitit  to be 
tied  is  the  annual  waste  to  whiclt 
y  may  he  deemed  Eulject,  and  the 
ible  supply  of  recruits  which  may 
med  on  fur  fi Ultra  up  the  casualties 

and  carrying  the  army  forward 
1  higher  standard.  Excluding  the 
rom  our  consideration  in  this  view 
Abject,  and  confining  it  to  the  re- 
rmy  alone,  by  the  returns  before 
se,  it  appears,  that  independent  ol 
•iderable  loss  of  men  sustained  in 
d,  the  annual  average  of  deaths, 
tw,  and  discharges,  for  the  last  six 
nay  be  stated  at  about  15,000  men 
present  numbers;  upon  alikeave- 
■ears,  the  ordinary  recruiting  in  Eu- 
'  the  regular  army,  exclusive  of  any 
finarv  measures,  of  supply,  such  as 
ttt  and  additional  force  acts,  lias 
Mtr  sufficed  to  cover  Ifee  actual 
W th»-   armv,    indepetid' nl  of    the 

my  active  operations  on  an  extend 
be  undertaken.  We  must  there- 
mit  *'i  hive  gui  army  remain  sta- 
ll not  fill  bachtl)  i-o-ul  of  numbers, 

ie  avail  on.  .clus  of  some  rxiranr- 

lieu  lis  nt  |"ci.ur.i'j  :i  supply  of  men 
d  abovt  wltal  hi  •<u'j  ri  c  ruiiitv 
bf.'ii  fniii'.d  to  lui:..  It,  whti  h  has 
:d  foi 


etbai 


litth 


wlt-c'i' 


nrt  h 


lo  ait  just  reasoning,  ou^ht  to 
■m  influenced  by  these  cause*. — 
I  «twte  tin-  resources  on  which  Ins 
state  ministers  t  .  i  : .=.-  ai  aug- 
on  of  the  anny,  it  may  be  right  to 
i,  that  it  was  not  intended,  at  ;•  ..- 
present,  to  propose-  \<i  parliament 
the  army  on  a  higher  establishment 
I  of  numbers  than  it  was  taken  at 
iSt  year,  but  it  was  their  sanguine 
liOD,  that  in  the  course  of  the  next 
Bf  Would  bu  able  to  add  not  less 
,000  men  tg  its  effective  strength, 


hv  which  the  present  deficiencies  of  43,0' 

luld  be  reduced  more  nearly  to  tl: 

,  which  must  always  be  expect 

.,  for  obvious  masons,  iu  the  est 

blisbmeiits  or  all  armies,— Their  chief  re 

ite  tor  effecting  this  important  object  w 

i  the  additional   force  act,   under  an  ii 

proved  management  ;  which   bill  it  is  nr, 

"  siided  to  repeal  without  substituting  hi 

.ble  measure  whatever  of  supply  m   l 

place.     Au  augmentation  of  about  8,fK 

n   to   the  Irish   militia   was   some  tin 

:e  orderrd,  atld   is  it)  progress  of  lev 

ipled  with  an  arrangement  to  be  su 

milled    to   parliament,    by  which   we  hi 

every  prospect  of  procuring  for  the  line 

ipply  annually  of  about  4.000  men,  to  1 

placed  on  their  volunteering  from  t! 

i lit i a  regiments  at  the  public  expence. 

ii  rejoiced  that  it  is  the  intention  of  tl 

ght  hon.  gent.,  however   little   I  con 

have  expected  it  from  his  past  sentiment 

upon  rendering  the  militia  auxiliary  to  tl 

gtnetitation  of  the  regular  army,  not 

throw  out  of  his  hands  this  valuable,  thoug 

iparison  with  our  wants,  very  limi 

But  the  main  expectation 

the  late   government   for   augmenting  tl 

army,  rested  on  the  bill  in  question,  *hii 

gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  from  its  au 


onger 


la.-l  b 


ieffici 


t  difrki 


measure  really  is,  in  prospect  as  a  supp 
to  the  army,  if  steadily  fostered  ar 
-upported,  and  I  trust  they  will  cool 
compare  even    its    present     very    impe 

ect  produce  with  any  thing  that  can  I 
hoped  for  from  the  merely  speculati 
-iil-stitute  on  which  the  right  hon.  ger 
boilds  for  replacing  it,  viz.  his  prop. 
Bit  ion   for  altering    the   twin  of  the  so 

Iit'b  service,  accompanied  with  meitsur 
'"i  the  improvement  of  his  condition.  Tl 
''.Ii  iu  question  has  hitherto  been  tried  in 
iter  every  possible  disadvantage.  Tl 
house  will  shortly  have  before  themamo 
valuable  body  of  information  on  this  sul 
iect,  in  the  reports  from  the  several  iuspec 
nig  field-oliieers  who  have  completed 
I  r<j;re?s  through  the  several  counties, 
shall  only  at  present  request  the  point* 
attention  of  the  house  to  these  report 
formed  upon  a  personal  communicant 
with  all  the  parish-officers  oi  the  kingdoc 
and  stating  upon  their  authorities  tl 
cause*  which  have  hitherto  impeded  tl 
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execution  of  the  act,  the  impediments  that 
yet  stand  in  the  way  of  its  execution,  and 
the  hopes  that  may  fairly  be  entertained, 
with  due  pains,  that  the  measure  may  be 
rendered  adequate  to  all  its  objects.  I 
shell  only  now  generally  state,  that  pre- 
vious to  the  adoption  of  this  inspection 
through  a  great  proportion  of  the  kingdom, 
the  parish-officers  were  supine,  and  whol- 
ly ignorant  of  their  duty,  or  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act ;  in  many  places  they  had 
imagined  government  would  be  better 
pleased  to  receive  fines  than  men ;  they 
had  understood  the  men  were  to  be 
raised  at  the  expence  of  the  parishes, 
and  not  of  the  treasury ;  and  that  upon 
the  whole  it  was  better  to  pay  the  pe- 
nalty of  twenty  pounds  at  once,  and  be  re- 
leased from  all  further  claims,  than  to  pay 
a  bounty  of  twelve  guineas  for  a  recruit, 
and  to  remain  answerable  for  replacing  him 
in  case  he  deserted.  The  house  will  be  in- 
formed of  the  disposition  generally  shewn 
by  the  parish-officers  to  profit  by  the  infor- 
mation thus  given  them,  and  they  will  ob- 
serve from  the  time  this  inspection  took 
place,  to  the  present  time,  being  a  period 
of  not  more  than  ten  weeks,  that  the  bill 
has  produced  above  300  men  a  week,  al- 
though the  prospect  of  its  repeal  has  been 
counteracting  its  operation  during  the 
whole  of  that  period.-— I  only  wish  the 
house  to  consider,  if,  under  so  defective  a 
management,  this  bill  has  already  furnish- 
ed the  army  with  about  13,000  men,  and 
is  now  steadily  producing  at  the  rate  of 
above  1 6,000  men  a  year,  what  might  not 
be  hoped  for  from  it,  when,  instead  of  be- 
ing  hardly  yet  put  into  force  in  one  half  of 
the  counties  m  the  kingdom,  it  .shall  be 
gradually  brought  into  general  operation  ? 
I  must  also  request,  that  as  a  measure  of 
pressure  in  point  of  charge  on  the  country, 
the  house  will  only  compare  its  effects  with 
either  tfie  militia  or  the  army  of  reserve, 
and  advert  particularly  to  the  fact,  that 
differing  from  all  other  measures  for  ob- 
taining men,  by  due  exertion,  the  districts 
may  discharge  themselves,  by  finding  the 
men,  free  from  all  expence  whatever. — 
On  the  increased  and  increasing  produce 
of  this  bill,  with  some  slight  alterations, 
which  experience  had  suggested  for  its  im- 
provement, we  confidently  relied  for  the 
increase  of  the  regular  army,  and  the  ex- 
tension of  the  disposable  branch  of  it; 
these  alterations  were-  few  and  simple, 
principally  the  opening  to  the  parishes  a 
larger  district  for  toe  levy  of  their  men, 


accompanied  by  a  regok 
parish  officer  should  be  • 
emit  chose  at  once  tc 
bounty,  and  engage  for§ 
limited  service,  to  engag 
being  themselves  of  cou 
increased  reward  to  w! 
men  for  general  service 
This,  coupled  with  somi 
bounty  on  the  transfer  f 
limited  service,  dimini 
temptation  to  persons  i 
to  enter  for  general  sen 
mediately  through  the  1: 
allowing  the  parishes  thi 
of  one  to  produce  theii 
penalties  attached,  it  wi 
facilitate  the  parishes  in 
tas  without  encroachin 
recruiting  of  the  army, 
to  enter  into  the  limi 
could  be  induced  by  the 
once  to  engage  Tor  gene 
these  and  some  other  a] 
ted  to  improve  the  ope 
sure,  it  was  the  intentic 
hon.  friend  to  rest  satis fi 
had  he  lived  to  conduct 
till  a  peace,  it  certain 
templation  then  to  revis 
rally,  and  {p  make  it  i 
one  of  its  main  objects, 
serving  at  all  times  th 
army  for  limited  service 
time  of  peace,  though  c 
ford  an  immediate  resou 
at  the  very  outset  of  any 
he  considered  as  the  fi 
could  justify  any  fuudai 
system,  which  had  prov 
adequate,  and  there  was 
seriously  deprecated  tlia 
tions  or  further  experi 
war. — The  right  hon.  g 
ing  on  the  opposite  pri 
termined  to  leave  nothii 
form,  shape,  or  extent 
the  service  is  to  undergj 
be  subjected  to  change, 
ply  of  men  rapidly  wautf 
of  our  present  force ;  to 
is  already  occasioned  ii 
vitable  casualties  liable ' 
sed,  should  the  troops  ) 
in  the  field,  he  has  thoi 
progressive  defalcation  < 
casioned  by  suffering  t| 
down  to  the  very  low  est 
ty  thousand  men,,  being; 


;  and  upon  this  ground  aloue,  the 
f  of  which  I  shall  hereafter  examine, 
.-  upon  parliament,  in  the  midst  of 
.  give  up  a  present  annual  supply  of 
l  thousand  men,  capable  of  coaside- 

i,  and  to  concur  with  him  in 
s  the  most  serious  in 

it  of  the  army. — To  the  prin- 
t  improving  the  condition  of  the  sol- 
Utmet  from  the  proposed  change  in 
ms  of  his  enlistment,  if  applied  with 
ice,  I  am  far  from  having  any  objec- 
So  far  as  we  can,  within  the  limits  of 
naliecoqomy,  ameliorate  the  condi- 
t  the  soldier,  and  more  particularly 
:an,  without  immediate  prejudice  to 
eipiina,  holdout  lo  him  rewards  to  in- 
to proportion  as  his  length  of  faitb- 
-vice  may  add  to  bis  claim  upon  the 
Uy  of  the  country;  I  am  of  opinion 
K  scheme  is  wise  in  itself,  and  may 
ductive  of  same  good,  though  I  con- 
Jie  right  hou.gent.  is  disposed  to  ex- 
mch  more  from  its  immediate  effect, 
uciug  men  to  enter  into  the  army, 
ither  the  value  of  the  temptation,  or 
aoteness  of  its  operation,  will  in  any 
l  warrant.  Whatever  may  be,  how- 
lit  effects,  it  is  unobjectionable  in  prin- 
but  I  must  beg  the  house  to  ret 
ihat  it  is  quite  as  applicable  to 
lulisted  as  ours  now  is,  as  if  the  [ 
Ciiaoge  had  been  effected,  and  tliat 
M>  degree  requisite  to  alter  the  term 
rice  of  the  soldier  in  order  to  gi 
ion  to  this  part  of  the  plan;  on  t 
ry,  X  conceive  it  might  be  added 
ame  effect  as  a  further  temptatin 
3  enter  into  the  army. — The  altera- 
:  the  term  of  the  soldier's  enlistment 
ry  different  question,  and,  perhaps 
,1  the  most  serious  and  delicate  in  i 
gs,  which  parliament  lias  ever  been 
on  to  discuss  ;  it  is  impossible  not  to 
to  be  the  more  critical,  as  it  is  or 
great  changes  of  system,  which  < 
ttpeciailyualheprinciplescoiitended 


the   etfectB  to   be  expected   from  it, 
fore  they  commit  themselves  to  so  ser; 
and,  in  my  judgment,  so  fatal  an  inn 
tion  in  the  constitution  of  the  British ai 
u,  much  as  I  look  with  apprebensii 
the  introduction  of  this  vital  change 
the  service,  my  objection*  are  inhuitel< 
creased  if  the  right  hon.  gent,  should 
tin  excluding  the  existing  army  I 
application,  whatever  may  be  the 
e  terms  of  their  present  contract,  wl 
a  great  change  is  to  be  wrought  in  the  i 
ation  of  a  soldier,  as  it  is  described,  the 
1  think  untruly,  as  redeeming  him  fro 
sort  of  bondage,  livery  wise  principle  c 
berality  and  policy  requires,  that  the  pri 
ihould  be  applied,  under  proper  qua 
ms,  to  those  who  have  the  additu 
claim  upon  our  favour,  of  not  having  b 
held  buck  by  any  consideration  of  a  pent 
nature  from  engaging  in  the  service  oft! 
country.     Can  the   right  hon.  gent,  m 
to  act  towards  the  British  army  on  prii 
pies  of  less  liberality  than  the  Austrian 
vernment  did  in  the  year  1802,  on  a  si: 
tar  occasion,  towards  the  Austrian  am 
It  surely  cannot  be  wise  to  suffer  disti 
lions  to  remain,  capable  of  being  represe 
ed  as  invidious,  and  which  might  hav 
tendency  to  introduce  discontent  and  ( 
satisfaction  into  an  army  less  subordiu 
and  obedient  than  ours  is.  It  is  said,  diffen 
corps  in  the  army  have  at  all  times  sen 
ondifferentconditionsandtermsofswrvi 
True  it  is  that  different  regiments  have  ;  i 
I  believe  the  men  within  the  same  regimi 
ntiver  have,  without  the  most  serioas  ntoc 
venience.  But  this  cannot  be  looked  on 
any  ordinary  change, or  made  on  any  or 
nary  considerations.     It  is  intended  at 
great  moral  change  in  the  soldier's  sin 
tion,  and  to  be  held  out  to  the  country 
such.     Surely  then,  if  it  is  fit  to  be  act 
upon  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  made  at  lei 
progressively  to  attach  to  all  those  who  » 
not  in  the  service. — Before  I  proceed 
stalti  my  reasons  for  being  of  opinion  tl) 
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the  proposed  change,  so  far  from  furnish- 
iog  an  adequate,  or  even  an  increased,  sup- 
ply of  men  to  meet  our  numerous  wants, 
"will  only  add  an  additional  impediment  to 
our  getting  men.  I  wish  to  enter  my  pro- 
test against  the  accuracy  of  that  descrip- 
tion of  the  soldier's  present  condition  which 
states  it  to  be  an  engagement  for  life.  It  is 
true  his  discharge  is  not  demand  able  of 
right,  and  his  engagement  is  to  serve  his 
king  as  long  as  his  majesty  may  deem  his 
services  necessary  for  the  public  safety. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  every  man  enter- 
ing into  the  army  knows,  that  this  engage- 
ment is  so  qualified  by  the  practice  and  na- 
ture of  the  service,  as  to  render  it  at  least 
highly  probable,  that  he  may  obtain  his 
discharge,  if  he  wishes  it,  at  a  much  ear- 
lier period  than  the  close  of  life —  he  knows 
that  after  SO  or  25  years  service,  a  dis- 
charge, entitling  him  to  a  pension,  is  in 
practice  never  refused—he  knows  that  in 
a  peace  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  ar- 
my must  take  place,  and  that  he  has  a  fair 
chance,  if  he  desires  it,  of  being  indulged 
with  his  discharge— he  knows,  in  time  of 
pear:e,  when  recruits  are  easily  obtained 
at  a  bounty  of  three  guineas,  either  by  pro- 
curing a  man  to  serve  in  his  room,  or  even 
as  an  indulgence,  that  his  discharge  may 
be  without  difficulty  obtained.  It  is  there- 
fore  at  least  an  exaggeration  to  speak  of  it 
as  binding  a  man  of  necessity  without  mi- 
tigation for  the  entire  of  his  life.  But  here 
it  may  be  material  to  mark  the  change  which 
may  be -produced  in  the  essential  character 
of  the  soldier  if  this  plan  be  adopted,  by 
habituating  his  mind  to  dwell  constantly 
on  a  separation,  at  the  end  of  a  given  pe- 
riod, from  his  profession,  and  a  return  to 
his  family,  or  on  a  new  bargain  then  to  be 
made.  At  present  nothing  can  be  more 
perfect  than  the  character  of  our  regular 
soldier— he  is  brave,  contented,  and  enter- 
prising ;  why  should  we  be  ingenious  in 
discovering  grievances,  which  he  does  not 
complain  of?  But  to  consider  what  the  ef- 
fect of  this  regulation  may  be  in  tilling  the 
ranks  of  the  army,  it  appears  most  extraor- 
dinary to  me  how  it  should  have  occurred 
to  the  right  hon.  gent,  as  likely  to  operate 
successfully.  For  the  last  three  years  our 
endeavours  have  been  directed,  whilst  a 
superior  encouragement  was  held  out  to 
persons  entering  for  general  service,  to  ob- 
tain the  utmost  number  of  men  possible  for 
limited  service  in  the  regular  army ;  this 
was  first  attempted  in  the  army  of  reserve 
under  all  the  impulse  of  ballot  and  high 


bounties,  and  latterly  und 
Force  act.     If  then  we  1 
taining  an  adequate  supf 
for  a  service  limited  both 
how  can  we  expect  by  U 
these  limitations,  and  oi 
for  general  service,  coup 
by  two  years  more  exte 
time,  obtain  a  greater  or 
supply  of  men  ?— If  the 
our  army  was,  that  we  h 
cy  of  force  liable  to  be  d 
could  then  perfectly  und< 
even  at  some  lo6s  of  mei 
entire  of  our  exertion 
that  description  of  fore 
have  165,000  men  capabl 
ed  on  foreign  service,  at 
sending  them  is  only  lim 
sity  of  not  weakening  our 
home,  why  should  we  c 
that  description  of  force 
sily   obtained  ;  which,   I 
equal  to  any  army,  which 
tion  of  its  officers,  has  i 
and  which  will  at  once  1 
sive  operations  a  correspi 
of  the  army  ?— It  appet 
almost  a  matter  of  demc 
so  far  as  the  regulation  ! 
ment  of  a  soldier's  condi 
act  the  effect,  (an  arrangei 
before  stated  to  be  as  ap] 
my  in  its  present  state)  tr. 
tended,  must  have  a  tend 
rather  than  increase,  our 
generally.     I  wish  to  stat 
effect  the  alterations  of  th 
service  must  have,  eith 
when  it  comes  fajrly  ii 
large  annual  waste  on  the 
to  what  how  occurs,  or  to  o 
periods,  a  still  more  alarm 
The   right  hon.  gent,  hi 
counter  the  former  diffici 
the  soldier  to  claim  his  < 
war,   that  is,  within  six 
expiration  of  any  period, 
him,  as  the  militia  are  n 
to  the  end  of  the  war. 
endeavours  tp  avoid,  peri 
rious  danger  to  which  t! 
find  itself  exposed  at  thi 
being  left  as  completely  ^ 
as  it  usually  is  without  a 
this  important  distinction 
sure  of  obtaining  a  new  t 

I  short  space  of  time,  it  is 
of  obtaining  a  regular  to 


ion  cannot  be  regularly  and  imme 
1  carried  into  execution  during  hos- 
,— What  Uie  inconvenience  of  the 
s  being  entitled  to  their  discharge 
d  of  each  period  during  a  war, 
to  prove  upon  experience,  may  best 
geil  of  by  recollecting  hoi 
this  system  was,  some  years  back, 
to  be  in  the  militia,  notwithstanding 
at  comparative  facility  of  dismissing 
placing   the  men,  when    serving 

This  led  to  the  adoption  both  of 
enslon  of  the  period  of  se 
nlinuance  of  the  inlistment  during 
ir;  the  perpetual  fluctuation  of  the 
was  thus  avoided,  but  the  couse- 
upon  a  peace,  notwithstanding  the 
joins,  that  a  proposition  to  re-inlist 
further  term  shall  be  made  to  each 
■evious  to  his  being  disembodied  has 
iurid  to  be,  that  but  a  small  propoi 
I  the  men  re-engage,  and  that  the 
nts  are  principally  composed,  when 
mbled,  of  untrained  recruits. — The 
iroportiou  of  the  men  re-inlisliug  in 
litis,  1  apprehend,  on  an  average, 
seeding  from  a  sixth  to  an  eighth  of 
iole>    leads  to  another  very 

i i;i-.  question.  It  is  probable  thai 
;.  when  stationed  abroad,  being  at 
latent  removed  from  their  homes 
pa  domestic  impressions,  may  re. 
■  greater  numbers  ;  but  presuming 
(option  will  not  in  any  case  be  put 
uen,  which  I  think  it  cannot  possi- 
consistent  with  the  proiessed  prin- 
t  the  plan,  till  towards  the  close  of 
md,  I  see  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
lirrs  belonging  to  the  regular  army 
:d  at  home,  will  not  be  nearly  as 
u  take  their  discharges  rather  than 
:,  as  the  substitutes  in  the  militia 
)d  to  be,  who  at  present  compose 
Ubs  of  that  force.  If  then  to  the 
;  casualties  of  the  army  tins  heavy 
drain  be  added,  and  if  we  also  cou- 
iat  we  want  at  this  moment  not  less 


""""     6"-—   ""'«I«.<"i  BWKHJ   |iu<tui 

general  plan  of  military  service  in  P 
does  not  countenance  it — that  of  I 
affords  us  little  sanction — it  is  true  An 
after  the  treaty  of  Caiopo  Formi,  pass 
ordinance  that  such  a  system  shoulr 
effect  from  a  period  then  some  yea. 
mote.  It  certainly  was  not  in  force  i 
Austrian  army  in  its  best  days,  nor 
believe  it  has  as  yet  been  acted  upon ; 
we  certainly  know  that  no  such  regul 
at  present  prevails  in  the  French  a 
The  only  precedent  at  all  in  point  t 
have  heard  of,  is  that  of  Old  France  di 
the  monarchy.  Tbe  French  army,  I 
understood,  was  then  kept  up  by  volui 
inlistment,  and  the  soldiers  were  inr 
for  a  term  of  years,  more  extended,  I 
ever,  than  that  now  proposed.  But  I 
beg  to  protest  against  France,  even  at 
time,  being  considered  as  in  any  degi 
parallel  case.  Her  population,  iu  pre 
Lion  to  those  serving  iu  her  army  and  o 
was  nearly  double  what  ours  is.  Her 
pie  were  poor,  little  industrious,  and  p 
'liiary  life.  She  had  comparati 
few  colonies  to  protect,  and  a.  consi 
able  colonial  army  in  existence,  to  w 
the  regulation  in  question  did  not  ap 
Her  army  in  peace  and  in  war  was  i 
1 1 niil  hi  numbers  than  ours  is ;  in  si 
she  had  none  of  the  difficulties  to  cotii 
within  raisingand  supplying  herannyw 
we  have,  and  in  that,  as  iu  all  despotic 
niments,  iheexperimentmight  more  s 
be  made,  as  the  sovereign  had  alv 
the  power  of  military  conscription,  ei 
actually  in  operation  to  fill  up  the  de 
eucies  iu  the  public  force,  or  the  ligh 
:ur  to  it  if  necessary. — So  far  as  a  | 
dent  for  it  has  been  attempted  to  be  fo 
any  part  of  the  practice  of  this  couo 
the  reference  has  rather  been  unfurtun 
fit  was  meant  to  prove  thereby  that 
auks  of  the  army  would  be  immedia 
Med  by  the  adopting  of  such  iuducem* 
t  certainly  is  true,  that  the  East-It 
company  were,  for  a  number  of  yeurt, 


70S]  PARL.  DEBATES,  Apr.  3,  1806\— Mr.  Wi*M*m9$  Mario* 


the  habit  of  levying  men  to  serve  in  their  1  be    recollected,  distinc 
European  regiments  abroad  for  the  term  of  house,  and  he  pledged 


seven  years ;  but  it  is  not  less  true,  although 
service  in  the  East  Indies  is  generally  popu- 
lar, that  as  an  inducement  it  did  not  in  this 
instance  operate  to  fill  their  battalions ;  on 
the  contrary,  they  were  always  peculiarly 
weak  in  numbers,  and  inefficient,  and  were 
nearly  all  reduced,  expressly  on  this  ac- 
count, during  lord  Cornwallis's  first  go- 
vernment in  India. — The  advantages  which 
the  right  hon.  gent,  wishes  to  derive  from 
it  as  counteracting  desertion,  seem  to  me 
also  very  much  exaggerated,  if  not  wholly 
unfounded;      In  part  of    his    argument, 
though  with  a  different  view,  he  adverted 
to  the  great  number  of  desertions  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  men  raised  under  the 
Additional  Force  act ;  yet  these  are  men 
raised  for  limited  service.     If  the  returns 
are  examined,  above    one-fourth  of  the 
whole  desertions  of  the  army  will  be  found 
to  have  taken  place  from  among6t  the  men 
raised  for  limited  service,  although  the  total 
numbers  of  that  description  of  force  do  not 
compose  above  one-eighth  of  the  whole 
regular  army.     I  do  not  quote  this  fact 
with  a  view  of  maintaining  that  the  men 
being  engaged  for  a  term  of  years  disposes 
them  the  more  to  desert ;  all  I  contend  is, 
that  it  does  not  materially  prevent  them  ; 
and  I  believe  it  will  be  found  that  desertion 
is  always  most  frequent  amongst  new  levies, 
whatever  may  be  their  engagement :  and 
in  this  respect  the  right  hon.  gent/a  system 
will  rather  tend  to  multiply  desertions,  by 
materially  increasing  in  the  army  the  num- 
ber of  recruits  in  proportion  to  the  old  sea- 
soned soldiers,  who  seldom  are  found  to 
desert. — Upon  the  whole  of  this  part  of 
the  plan,  I  see  nothing  but  hazard  and  in- 
convenience.    The  right  hon.  gent,  may 
perhaps  comfort  himself  with  the  reflection 
that  the  evils  predicted  cannot  be  felt  in 
his  day,  and  he  may  leave  the  future  war- 
minister,  seven  years  hence,  to  provide  as 
he  can  against  the  effects  of  this  fatal  re- 
demption of  his  own  pledges  ;  but  in  the 
view  of  parliament  this  will  afford  but  poor 
consolation,  if  the  principles  of  weakness 
and  decay   are  thereby  to  be  deeply  im- 
planted in  the  constitution  of  the  army.     I 
am   sure   it  cannot  fail  to   weigh  on  the 
judgment  of  the  house,  that  all  the  first 
impressions  of  my   late  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Pitt)  were  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
inlistment  for  a  term  of  years,  yet  he  never 
fell  himself  justified  in  acting  upon  them, 
his  sentiments  to  this  effect  were,  it  will 


subject  fully  considered 
nions  of  the  most  expe 
the  army  were  accordii 
upon  the  fullest  conside 
of  the  subject,  divided 
were  upon  it,  Mr.  Pitt  1 
towards  the  close  of  tl 
he  did  not  feel  himself 
posing  the  measure  for 
tainly  have  the  means  c 
matured  persuasion  ws 
our  regular  army  prese 
present,  to  those  who 
vice,  a  facility  of  ente 
the  more  general  change 
give  us  many  addition! 
execution  of  the  measur 
with  considerable  comph 
ence,  and  that  his  final  d< 
ken  not  to  propose  to  par 
in  our  military  system.- 
before  I  close,  on  the  ' 
proposed  conscription, 
Masse  act.     I  much  la 
hon.  gent,  has  not  beei 
explicit  on  this  part  of  1 
ly  am  not  disposed  to  ot 
retrenchment  which  ca 
the  volunteer  expend i to 
son  why  the  corps  first  1 
ed  to  parade  80  days  in  1 
ready  attained   considf 
discipline,  may  not  be 
neral  level  of  other  co 
of  their  days  of  exercia 
I  object,  as  far  as  the 
without  breaking  in  u 
given  by  his  majesty  to  1 
that  the  defence  act  wc 
force  so  long  as  their  < 
was  kept  complete,  to 
portion  of  class-men  so 
and  ready  to  join  the  n 
army  in  case  of  invasion ; 
this  species  of  array  as  as 
the  volunteers  or  the  re) 
though  they  might  provt 
protracted  campaign  iu 
luable  source  of  supply 
they  cannot  enable  us  Si 
permanent  employment 
soldier.     The  fate  of] 
invasion,  must  be  decidl 
scattered  fragments  can4 
corporated  with  the  ami 
our  defence  must  be  kej 
dependent  of  this  ret* 
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vinofis,  that  the  right  hon.  gent 
I  adopted  towards  the  volunteers  i 
uanly  line  of  conduct,  and  one  raon 
ant  to  what  their  past  merits  entitle 

0  claim  at  his  Imnds.  1  cannot  but 
er,    from   every  thing  that  h 

and  the  right   hon.  genu's 
C  la  red  sentiments  on  the  volunteer 
fion  itself,  that  his  decided  purpt 
ectly  and  gradually  to  get  rid    of 

lie  has  told  us  he  means  to  dejii 
>f  all  the  principal  meaus  by  which 
ne  itnd  regularity  are  now  preserved 
il  that  body  ;  that  he  means  to  loo- 
A  relax  their  discipline,  not  to  pre- 
jr  improve  it.  Can  it  be  supposed. 
;cted,  that  the  volunteers,  whatever 
:  their  zeal,  if  they  are  to  be  stript 
y  thing  which  is  calculated  to  mark 
srest  which  ihe  legislature  hikes  in 
Miservation  and  improvement,  will 
intinue  to  exist  as  it  were  merely  by 
ice,  in  a  state  of  neglect  and  decay, 
an  neither  be  productive  of  this  ho- 

themselves  or  service  to  their 
lich  they  have  hitherto  been  ii 
if  contemplating  as  the  gratifying 
tf  their  exertions  and  sacrifices, 
louring  the    bitter    and  deliberate 

S repeatedly  uttered  by  the  right- 
ngainst  the  volunteer  system,  not 

an  their  general  tendency  to  rendei 
ling  internal  le?a  secure,  I  did  hope 

it  rumoured  that  the  institution  was 
irvivehisrelurnloollice.thai  I  should 
id  to  congratulate  the  he 
i  fairly  making  a  sacrifice  of  his  past 

to  those  of  his  colleagues  in  the  go- 
nt.  Uut  it  appears  to  nit  thai  he  is 
ling  on  a  less  open,  but  uotonaless 

1  course,  to  execute  his  former  pur- 
I    do   trust,    however,   the   house 

ect  tins  most  equivocal  and  unbeeo- 
le  of  policy  towards  a  body  of  men 
te  such  claims  on  the  public  grati- 
nd  that  llii-y  will  either  support  the 
eis  in  an  efficient  and  honourable 
or  if  they  think  they  can  replace 
y  any  other  description  of  force 
tely,  in  proportion  to  the  charge,  to 
the  country,  that  they  will,  inadi- 
i  manly  manner,  return  tliem  their 
for  their  past  services,  and  at  once 
ben  from  their  engagements,  from 
the  leading  features  of  the  right  hon. 
scheme?,  lor  the  reasons  stated,  I 
i  hesitation   in  expressing  my   most 

dissent.     1  consider  sonic  of  thaui 

VI. 


as  feeble  and  inefficient,  and  others  i 
ly  to  prove  injurious,  if  nul  fatal, 
best  interests  of  the  army.  Were  h 
even  preferable  in  some  respects  tt 
now  exists,  I  should  deem  it  both 
and  unsafe  to  select  the  present  m 
for  introducing  so  extensive  a  chang 
where  the  innovations  appear  pregnui 
danger  in  themselves,  and  in  their 
hardly  reparable  if  once  made;  whe 
whole  proceeds  upon  a  scheme  of  de 
iug  what  is  now  efficient,  upon 
grounds  of  objection,  without  any  alt 

e  in  deeming  it  ruyduty  to  resist, 
depends  on  me,  so  dangerous  i 
tempt;  and  here  I  cannot  hesitate  I 
press  my  couiideut  persuasion,  ha 
majesty's  late  ministers  remained  in  p 
that  they  would  have  been  at  present 
pied  in  directing  the  powerful  army, 
the  country  actually  possesses,  again 
enemy's  most  vulnerable  points,  instt 
wasting  their  own  time,  and  that  o 
house,  in  unnecessary  and  hazardoi 
periincntson  the  constitution  of  the  i 
force. — I  shall  close  what  I  have  t 
ly  duty  to  offer  to  the  consideration  ( 
house  in  the  present  important  que 
by  shortly  referring  to  what  fell  froi 
a  former  night's  debate,  withresp* 
!  state  and  condition  in  which  tin 
nment,  in  all  its  leading  branches 
passed  into  the  hands  of  bis  majesty' 
sent  servants.  The  indignant  mann 
which  the  right  hon.  gent.,  at  the  outi 
his  speech,  supported  by  his  collea, 
seemed  to  refer  to  what  then  passed,  n 
ne  the  more  desirous  of  repeating  it,  a 
napplieable  to  the  present  discussio 
crtainly  was  not  then,  nor  am  1 
disposed  either  to  undervalue  or  to 
the  many  and  serious  diffici 
the  government  have  to  struggle  ags 
e  especially  in  their  externa 
reduced  as  the  greater  pal 
itincnt  now  is,  under  the  a 
lute  power  ot  France;  and  no  one  can 
desirous  than  myself,  of  strengt 
tog  their  hands  to  the  utmost,  that 
may  be  enabled  the  better  to  bear 
[gum at  these  difficulties  ;  but  I  must 
tend  that,  with  respect  to  all  the  main 
leading  features  which  constitute  inte 
strength,  and  afford  the  best  means  of 
.fully  prosecuting  the  war  to  an  hon< 
able  conclusion,  no  administration  ■ 
found  themselves,  on  their  coming 
a  more  commanding  situal 
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The  noble  lord  (lord  II.  Petty)  has  found 
a  revenue  highly  and  progressively  produc- 
tive.    Public  credit,  such  as  to  enable  him 
to  borrow  for  the  service  of  the  vtar  on 
terms  highly  advantageous  to  the  public  ; 
and  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country, 
such  as  to  admit  of  his  adopting  the  manly 
resolution  of  raising  a  large  additional  pro- 
portion   of  the  supplies  within  the  year. 
The  noble  lord  (lord  Ilowick)  has  found  a 
navy,   on  the  numbers   and  efficiency  of 
which  it  is  as  little  necessary  for  me  to 
comment,   as  upon   their  late   unrivalled 
achievements.     The  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Windham)  has  found  an  army  exceeding  by 
25,000  men  the  greatest  army  the  country 
ever  before  possessed,  and  of  a  description 
v\vhich  qualities   them  to  fultil  every  wish 
their  sovereign  can  form  with  r.espect  to 
their  exertions,  if  their  character  and  con- 
stitution is  not  broken  down  by  inconside- 
rate and  speculative  innovations.     I  again 
repeat,  that  the  government  has  great  diffi- 
culties to  surmount,  but  they  arise  from 
causes   which  my  late  right  hon.  friend, 
and  those  who  acted  with  him,  had  neither 
the   power  nor  the  means  to  regulate  or 
controul.     Whatever  was  immediately  un- 
der his  own  guidance  has  been  successfully 
conducted ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  assert 
that  on  all  the  essential  points  above  al- 
luded to,  viz.  the  finances,  the  navy,  and 
the  army,  compared  with  the  difficulties 
and  embarrassments  under  which  they  are 
disposed  to  represent  themselves  as  taking 
the  government,  the  present  administration 
may  be  considered  as  on  a  Bed  of  Roses. 
I  trust  the  house  will  pointedly  discourage 
any  attempt  to  tamper  with  our  establish- 
ments at  such  a  crisis,  which  require  no- 
thing but  time  and  perseverance  to  render 
them  equal  to  any  purpose  we  can  have  in 
view.     No  case  calling  for  any  fundamen- 
tal change  has  yet  been  made  out,  and  until 
such  necessity  shall  be  made  more  evident, 
every   consideration  forbids   the   entering 
upon  so  hazardous  an  experiment. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  spoke  in  substance  as 
follows:— I  rise,  sir,  to  make  a  few  obser- 
vations on  what  has  fallen  from  the  noble 
lord,  and  which  appears  wto  me  so  extra- 
ordinary that  I  could  not  have  imagi- 
ned that  any  human  nerves  were  sufficient 
to  enable  any  one  gravely  to  make  such 
assertions  as  he  has  hazarded.  He  has 
told  us  that  the  country  is  now  placed  in 
such  a  state  of  proud  splendour  and  uni- 
versal prosperity,  as  never  had  been  handed 
pver  by  any  ministry  to  their  successors. 


Gracious   God !    and  in 
prosperity,  of  which  he 
Undoubtedly  the  navy,  b 
ralleled  gallantry,  and  th 
success,  even  beyond  hi 
is  in  a  state  in  which  the 
hon.  friend  near  me  (M 
paratively  easy.     But  m; 
tioned  whether  all  the  m 
last  board  ?    nay,    whet) 
rence  to  the  future  supply 
of  the  navy,  every  thing  i 
nous  as  the  noble  lord  as 
splendid  victories  achic 
credit  to  be  concentrate 
months?     Is  none  due 
Admiraltv,  at  which  lore 
sided  ;  none  due  to  those 
appointed  those  officers  ? 
indeed,  defended   lord  J 
but  it  cannot  be  denied 
friends    entertained    aga 
officer  as  strong  prejudic* 
in  the  minds  of  men.     B 
ing  the  navy,  I  do  not  k 
a  single  point  on  which 
the  ncble  lord's  represen' 
of  the  country.     Is  it  in 
we  are  to  seek  for  the  j 
the   last  administration 
burthens  on  the  public, 
the  laying  on  of  those  ne1 
my  noble  friend  near  me 
to  propose  ?  It  is  true  w< 
of  revenue  :  but  is  it  ver 
we  have  an  expenditure" 
lions  ?     Is  there  no  relat; 
objects  ?     Or  is  it  a   pi 
that  our  taxes  are  enorrr 
are  borne  with  cheerfuln 
may  be  necessary  ?  Doc 
appeal  to  Ireland  as  that 
which  there  is  every  rea 
Is  India  in  the  best  pos 
prosperous  and  tranquil 
the  "  Bed  of  Roses"  to  w 
ceeded  ?     Really  it  is  ins 
I  am  on  a  bed  of  roses,  i 
torn   and  stung  by  brarn 
whichever  way  I  turn,    " 
gards  this  country  itself, 
of  prosperity.     But  sun 
consider  the  difficulties 
countries,  as  making  par 
The  noble  lprd  must  adra 
phrase  of   one    of   his  '■ 
Continent  is  not  in  a  veryi 
The   noble  lord,   howe* 
having  succeeded  to  suclj 


on  oiii  part ;  whether  the  exertions 
uid  the  conc(-rt  effected  were  such  as 

a' tend  a  fair  chance  of  success  ;  I 
t  at  present  dUciibs;  but  surely  the 

of  that  campaign  were  such,  as  by  no 

to  facilitate  our  efforts,  and  lighten 
sk.  Unless,  like  the  Parish  bill,  the 
iffects  of  the  late  campaign  are  not 
ipparent  for  a  long  time,  I  must  con- 
rat  I  see  nothing  in  it  that  is  not  dis- 
s  to  the  country,  and  embarrassing  to 
)vernment.  Nay,  I  would  ask  the 
lord,  whether  the  communication  of 
5  bv  himself  and  his  colleagues  has 
Ided  to  our  difficulties?  If  he  doubts 

him  come  to  my  oilice,  and  I  will 
him  documents  from  different  mini- 
which  will  prove  how  much  that  has 
[>utcd  to  our  embarrassments.  But 
>ble  lord  does  not  think  proper  to 
to  our  offices  :  and  here  I  cannot  help 
,  that  his  declining  to  come,  is  in  some 
is  criminal,  lie  talked  as  if  it  had 
he  intention  of  the  late  ministers  to 
oade  an  attack  on  some  of  the  ene- 
rulnerable  points.  In  taking  credit 
)  success  of  such  a  project,  I  must 
s  the  noble  lord  seemed  to  boast  ra- 
te much  of  what  mi" lit  have  been  the 
But  he  spoke  as  if  something  par- 
•  had  been  in  view.  If  there  was,  I 
nk  that  it  was  the  noble  lord's. duty 
the  kind's  government  where  the  ene- 
ulnerable  points  were.     It  has  ever 


:  i-  t  v 


my,  that  most  important  of  all  consi< 
tions.     The   noble   lord,   indeed,    th 
he  has  talked   so  much  of  complica 
seems  to  have  an  understanding  so  foi 
as  to   be  utterly  incapable  of  conce 
any  relation  between  objects.     He  sav 
thing  but  a  large  revenue,  but  saw  noi 
of  the  large  debt.     He  talks  of  a  larg 
my,  but  he  does  not  consider  that  our 
my  has  an  army,  a  very  large  army.  5 
ly  it  is  not  enough  to  tell  us  of  an  arm; 
ger  than  in  queen  Anne's  time,  or  ev< 
the  American  war,  when  the  relative 
of  circumstances  is  so  wonderfully  chai 
I   might  then  quit  this  part  of  the  su 
by  saying,  that  the  state  of  the  count 
almost  in  every  point  directly  the  re^ 
of  that  described  by  the  noble  lord  ;  I 
would  beg  leave  to  ask  him,  whether 
most  prosperous  state  of  the  country 
all  arisen  between   May   1804,  and 
Orh,  1806  ?   The  noble  lord  himself 
claim  the  merit  of  the  prosperity  of  b 
But  will  some   of  those   very  near 
(Messrs.  Cannning,  Hose,  &.c.)  agree  i 
the  proud  situation  of  the  country  in 
1  SO-i  ?   Nay,  would  not  the  assertion  ' 
appeared  strange  to  that  right  hou.  pe 
on  whose  memory  the  noble  lord  has 
quently  drawn   this  evening?   Was  it 
sperous  in  1  SO 4-  ?  and  what  is  the  differ 
in  the  increase  of  the  army  since  tl 
Some  20,000   or  30,000   men,    perh 
With  respect  to  the  parish  bill,  the 


i  i 
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beginning  of  the  war  a  general  apprehen- 
sion was  entertained  that  an  invasion 
would  immediately  be  attempted,  and  it 
may  have  appeared  uecessary  to  augment 
the  army,  even  at  the  risk  of  encroaching 
upon  the  future  supply.  But  the  noble 
lord  says,  this  is  all  theory,  ai.d  that  no 
more  men  will  be  obtained.  Now,  I  should 
think,  however,  that  the  theory  which  tells 
me  that  you  have  the  best  chance  of  bein^ 
cheaply  provided  when  you  arc  the  only 
bidder,  is  preferable  to  the  noble  lord's 
practical  argument,  that  the  more  compe- 
titors you  let  in  to  the  market,  the  more  re- 
cruits you  are  likely  to  obtain,  and  at  a  small 
bounty.  The  noble  lord  tells  us,  too,  that 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  lale  Mr.  Pitt  to 
make  an  addition  of  20  or  25  thousand  men 
to  the  army.  And  in  fact,  I  have  no  doubt, 
that  my  right  hon.  friend  will  propo&e,  not 
only  to  leave  no  deficiency  in  the  effective 
force  already  considered  proper  to  be  kept 
up,  but  will  suggest  any  further  increase 
"that  may  appear  necessary. — It  ought  to 
be  remembered  that,  with  the  exception  of 
Russia,  a  power,  however,  whose  alliance, 
desirable  and  important  as  it  is,  must  be 
confessed  to  be  too  remote  for  producing 
a  decisive  impression  on  the  Continent,  we 
have  no  ally  whatever  of  any  consequence 
willing  to  tight  for  us.  Such  is  the  pro- 
sperous situation  the  noble  lord  describes. 
When  this  is  considered,  and  the  state  ot 
the  Continent  is  taken  into  view,  it  must 
be  allowed  that  it  is  time  to  thiuk  of  in- 
creasing our  Army.  Both  for  the  purpose 
of  war,  and  what  must  be  the  establishment 
of  any  peace  likely  to  be  obtained,  it  is 
proper  that  the  subject  of  the  army  should 
be  maturely  weighed.  Indeed,  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  Europe,  I  am  ready  to  con- 
fess that  I  have  been  weaned  from  the 
©pinions  I  formerly  held  with  respect  to 
the  force  that  might  suffice  in  time  of 
peace ;  nor  do  I  consider  this  as  any  in- 
consistency, because  I  see  no  rational  pro- 
spect of  any  peace  that  would  exempt  us 
from  the  necessity  of  watchful  preparation 
■and  powerful  establishments.  The  subject 
of  the  army,  therefore,  must  come  before 
us  in  different  shapes,  and  it  presents  itself 
in  different  views.  If  we  cannot  obtain  asafe 
and  honourable  peace,  of  which  it  is  im- 
possible, in  the  actual  state  of  affairs,  to  be 
sanguine ;  and  if  we  do  not  obtain,  in  car- 
rying on  the  war,  that  species  of  success 
hardly  to  be  calculated  upon,  we  must  be 
reduced  to  that  state  which  I,  for  one,  cannot 
contemplate  without  apprehension,  that  of 


being,  with  respect  to  ' 
tan  no  s  to  to  or  be  divisc 
our  own  resources  and 
connexions,  or  be  comp 
system  the  most  uphill, 
and  the  most  perplexed 
the  ill  success  of  our  lat 
sures,  which  it   is  pos; 
Yet,  perhaps,  upon  tbe 
inclined  to  the  latter  sys 
unpromising  as  it  is.     B 
lo   engage   in   that   ard 
8<-ruggle,  demanding  eve 
exertion,  or  indeed  wha 
we  resolve  to  act  upon, 
dispensible.     Even   whi 
court  our  money,  they 
in  accepting  it,  and  the} 
a  favourable  light  under 
But,  whether  we  can  h 
quate  to  home  defence  a 
rations,  may  be  doubtfu. 
that  while  we  take  due  pr« 
defence,  by  training  the  p 
the  true  policy  of  the  coi 
rior  to  the  panic  of  inva 
that  our  force  and  our 
be  confined  at  home. — 
us,  that  by  disregarding 
ticular  points,  and  by  d 
where  the  occasion  derm 
been  able  to  spread  his 
subdue  his  opponents, 
which  I  have  alluded  wt 
a  great  army  must  neces 
ed.     In  England  and  Sc 
fident,  the  plan  proposed 
powerful  effect  on  the  1 
and,  if  measures  could  t 
pletely  conciliating  the 
it  would  present  a  nur 
excellent  soldiers,  more 
Lion  to  its  population,  t 
Europe  possesses. 

Mr.  Yorke  admitted  tr. 
culties  with  which  the  p 
tion  had  certainly  to  strt 
nistration  in  their  circun 
king  allowances  for  thoi 
great  man  who  had  been 
them  in  a  situation  that 
est  honour.  He  applau< 
the  impressive  and  powe 
right  hon.  gent,  had  just 
he  agreed  most  cordial 
selves  deserted  after  all ) 
we  had  made,  it  did  1 
waste  our  time  in  little 
to  make  every  effort  to 
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enemy,    whose  great  olijecl  was  our 
itruciion.     He  assented  moat  cordially 
ei>ir\  proposition  for  putting   tlie   army 
»  proper  and  res  portable  establishment, 
ihlTered  in  several  points  from  the.  right 
gent,  who  had  submitted  this  proposi- 
lo  the  house.  He  hoped  this  difference 
opinion  ou  his  part  would  not  be  aud- 
ited to  any  desire  to   oppose  the  present 
iiniatration.    He  was  of  opinion,  iu 
eiit  circumstances  of  the  country,  that 
II  party  feelings  should  be  laid  aside, 
systematic  opposition  entered  into, 
sit  should  be  found  that  ministers  ' 
betraying  their  trust  and  abusing  the  ci 
deuce  of  the  nation.     But  it  was  the  duty 
of  every  member  in  that  house  to 
ttre  that  the  declining  years  of  a  beloved 
I  (feign  should   descend  to  the   grav 
tl.     Any  change  in  our  military  esta- 
ibment,  bethought,  had  belter  be  post- 
mtd  till  a  time  of  peace.  It  was  like  quit- 
a  good  position  on  the  eve  of  battle  ir: 
it  of  another,  by  which  we  exposed  our- 
to  inevitable  defeat.     We  had  aire* 
he  thought,    a  large   army,    and   tin 
"t  also  in  operation  that  were  likely  tc 
isc  it.  He  should  at  present  only  make 
observations  upon  the  ditferent  heads 
:h  the  right  bun.  gent,   appeared 


lalFo 


ebill 
and  3dly, 


12.  the  repe 
3dly,  the  r 


f  king  George  II.;  but  he  wished  him 
ertto  the  extreme  difference  of  those 
from  the  present,  and  the  number  of  m 
tually  required  for  the  services  of  the 
When  the  French  fleet  came  up  to  E 
ness,  in  the  year  174-4,  the  total  ai 
of  the  army  to  defend  the  country  wa 
1.0,000  ;  a  circumstance  which  migl 
,  the  recollection  of  many  gent 
at  this  present  day.  It  was  impossibl 
to  think  of  keeping  up  an  army  upc 
principles  adopted  in  the  Teigu  of  G 
the  second;  and  such  being  the  case,  i 
ed  no  end  to  advert  to  what  could  no 
slbly  be  effected  at  that  distant  period 
to  the  proposed  mode  of  recruiting  1 
mited  service,  lie  did  not  think  tl 
would  Live  the  effect  of  evenincreasii 
first  levy,  and  far  less  would  it  tend 
tain  the  men  in  the  second  instance, 
had  been  a  constant  complaint  in  regt 
the  army  of  Reserve,  and  the  same 
would  undoubtedly  occurin  the  prese 
stance.  It  had  been  already  found  th 
sertion  took  place  more  frequently  inl 
mited,  than  in  the  unlimited  service, 
army  of  this  country  might  be  said  toi 
ways  an  annual  armv,  from  the  ch 
stauce  of  that  house  enjoying  a  priv 
which  he  hoped  they  would  never  be  t 
id  of,  tha      ' 


ph 

lati&nufthe.  Volunteer  system,  and  the  im- 
provements of  the  Levy  en  Masse.  With 
respect  to  the  first  of  these  he  confessed 
that  he  himself  bad  at  first  opposed  that 
additional  force  bill,  from  the  idea  of  its 
being  an  innovation,  but  now  since  it  ap- 
peared to  have  been  the  means  of  produ- 
cing men,  and  likely  to  be  ttiil  further  be- 
neficial in  being  productive  of  a  regular 
tupply  to  the  army,  he  should  hesitate  very 
much  before  he  should  vote  for  the  repeal 
of  such  an  act.  It  mast  undoubtedly 
Ought  not  to  be  repealed  merely  upon  pre- 
judices taken  up  at  the  outsat  of  the  plan. 
Tlie  number  of  mull  produced  within  the 
fen  fast  month-  operated  very  greatly  in  its 
fc'Our,  and  tended  to  show  the  nbsurdrty 
of  repealing  an  act  previously  to  proposing 
in;  substitute  iu  its  stead.  It  had  been  found 
Hat  by  common   recruiting   the  deficiences 


fa)  the  armv 
pp.  The  right  hoi 
'Mm  notice  of  th 
Wbng  bounty  of  a 
beiug  suflif.' 


;:ci, 


.  had 


nt  he  filled 
i  his  speech 
ca  that  the 


fa  the  reign  ofking  William,  and  in  the  time 


Met 


<uld  i 


ig  for  life, 
ii  appeared  that  they  thus  only  enlistt 
the  particular  length  ol  time  during  i 
their  services  might  be  required.  B 
present  practice  in  the  army  (a  pn 
which  clid  not  appear  on  this  occasit 
have  been  adverted  to),  no  man  was  r 
ed  iu  it  above  2i  year3.  This  was  at 
Cation  of  the  custom  of  the  ancient  Roi 
whose  soldiers,  after  having  serve 
years,  procured  what  was  demoininai 
rcmissio,  and  were  afterwards  transfer! 
another  description  of  service.  He  ha 
the  smallest  objection  to  this  custom  . 
strictly  attended  to,  and  enforced;  b 
should  be  extremely  sorry  indeed,  t( 
a  new  system,  not  likely  to  produci 
good  effect,  introduced.  This  was  rui 
the  risk  of  altering  the  army  in  the  mo 
regular  manner.  What  constituted  tt 
periority  of  the  regular  army  ?  It  wg 
teelina  which  the  men  had  of  their  1 
id  kept  on  a  different  fa 


from  tfaoi 


i  diti! 


plan.  He  warned  the  hou*e  to  pause  b 
they  attempted  to  introduce  such  a  di 
rous  innovation,  and  to  reflect  upon  - 
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might  probably  be  the  consequence  in  re- 
gard to  the  navy  of  Great  Britain.    He  was 
not  at  all  aware  that  some  regulations  would 
not  become  necessary,  in  order  to  ascertain 
a  specified  term  of  service  for  sailors  and 
marines,  men  who  might  be  said  at  present 
to  be  engaged  in  an  unlimited  species  of 
ftervice.  He  most  sincerely  hoped  that  mi^ 
nisters  would  not   encumber  themselves 
with  auy  opinions  which  they  might  have 
formerly  uttered  in  that  house,  when  they 
in  their  own  consciences  were,  he  believed, 
convinced  that  their  plans  would  not  be 
successful.    If  we  were  to  keep  up  our  ar- 
my even  in  time  of  peace  to  the  amount  of 
150,000  men,  we  might  reasonably  suppose 
that  between  50  and  6*0  thousand  men  would 
be  found  necessary  for  our  colonies,  for 
garrisons,  and  for  reliefs,  &c.    This  would 
be  keeping  up  a  larger  army  than  would 
otherwise  be  necessary,  and  that  principal- 
ly for  the-  purpose  of  relieving  those  men 
whose  time  was  expired.  It  had  been  found 
by  the  experience  we  have  already  had  in 
the  militia,  that  no  sooner  was  a  man's  time 
expired,  tjaan  he  retired  from  the  service  with 
the  utmost  eagerness.   He  saw  no  occa- 
sion for  our  imitating  the  custom  of  other 
countries  who  stood  in  situations  entirely 
different  from  ours*    He  agreed  with  the 
right  hon.  gent,  in  adopting  some  plans  for 
bettering  the  condition  of  the  army,  but  he 
could  not  help  thinking  that  everyone  of 
the  regulations  now  proposed  might  with 
equal  propriety  be  applied  to  the  army,  as 
it  at  present  stood.     He  also  approved  of 
making  use  of  the  Levy  en  Masse  bill,  but 
united  in  thinking  that  it  would  require 
some  amendments.     With  respect  to  the 
rank  of  volunteer  officers,  he  might  also 
agree  with  the  right  hon.  gent,  that  it  might 
!have  been  prudent  to  make  some  further 
regulations,  had  they  been  adopted  from  the 
commencement  of  their  institution ;  but  he 
recollected  that  in  the  year  1794,  when  that 
right  hon.  gent,  was  secretary  at  war,  he 
did  not  get  up  in  his  place  to  oppose  the 
measures  which  were  then  adopted.    The 
right  hon.  gent,   concluded  with  stating, 
that  he  had  a  great  many  other  observations 
to  make  against  the  proposed  measures; 
which,  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the! 
hour,  he  would  defer  till  a  future  oppor- 
tunity. * 
General  Norton  said,  that  it  fell  to- his;' 
lot  to  command  a  second  battalion  raised! 
by  the  former  act;  and  from  an  account  oij 
the  state  of  that  battalion,  he  could  show 
that  out  of  7  55  rank  and  fiie,£Sl  men  had| 


offered  themselves  for  general  service.  He 
therefore  was  led  to  believe,  that  the  biU 
alluded  to  had  actually  proved  very  effi- 
cient. 

Sir  James  Pulteney  objected  to  the  whole 
outline  of  the  plan  brought  forward  by 
the  right  hon.  secretary,  as  it  tended  to  a 
diminution  of  the  regular  force  of  the  coun- 
try.     It  went  to  repeal  the    Additional 
Force  act,  an  act  by  which  greater  encou- 
ragement was  actually  held  out,  by  specify- 
ing not  only  a  limited  time,  but  even  a  li- 
mited place  of  service,  while  the  scheme 
proposed  only  related  to  a  limitation  of  the 
time.     He  thought  that  the  character  of 
the  British  soldier  would  be  materially  in- 
jured by  the  change  proposed.     The.  mo- 
tives which  generally  led  men  to  encounter 
dangers  would  be  greatly  lessened,  by  en- 
abling them  to  leave  the  service  and  return 
to  live  with  their  families  and  friends,  and  it 
was  natural  to  suppose  that  the  national  cha- 
racter would  gradually  decline.    This  was 
not  the  practice  of  any  great  military  nation 
in  Europe.     He  thought  that  the  Volun- 
teers, who  had  already  incurred  many  heavy 
expeuces,  ought  to  be  continued  on  their 
present  establishment.     He  disapproved  of 
the  plan  of  an  armed  peasantry. 

General  Tarleton   also  objected  to  the 
proposed  mode  of  recruiting,  as  it  went 
evidently  to  demolish  a  great  part  of  the 
army  as  already  established,  and  to  do  away 
the  Volunteer  force,  without  substituting 
any  other  eligible  mode*     He  had  in  bis 
pocket  the  clearest  proof  of  the  efficacy  of 
the  Additional  Force  act.     He  was  con- 
vinced that  the  finest  recruits  had  been 
raised  by  that  act.     He  could  uot  help  ob- 
serving, that  several  of  the  lords  lieutenants 
of  counties  appeared  to  have  been  remiss 
in  their  exertions  in  raising  the  men ;  but 
from  this  obloquy  he  might  venture  to  ex- 
empt the  county  of  Lancashire,  to  which  he 
belonged.     In  the  county  of  Devon  there 
had  been  3.5  men  raised,  in  Surrey  539,  in 
Essex  89,  and  in  the  county  of  Berks  only 
35*     Such  statements  showed  the  disparity 
of  exertions  used  to  fulfil  the  object  in  view. 
He  acknowledged  that  there  were  many  of- 
ficers who  did  approve  of  the  limited  spe- 
cies of  service,  and  that  he  had  formerly 
approved  of  it,  but  now,  since  he  understood 
the  matter,  he  had  seen  the  propriety  of 
encouraging  a  difference  of  opinion.  Consi- 
dering our  insular  situation  and  numerous 
colonies,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
we  should  abide  by  the  regulations  former- 
ly-adopted, in  regard  to  the  Army,    tt* 
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Sound  that  most  of  the  officers  of  experi- 
ence and  skill,  whom  he  had  consulted, 
were  perfectly  adverse  to  the  system.  He 
disapproved  highly  of  encroaching  upon 
the  Volunteer  system.  No  less  than 
300,000  men  had  voluntarily  come  for- 
ward, and  had  already  proved  themselves 
extremely  serviceable  to  tbe'country,  and 
were  by  this  change  totally  unfixed  and! 
unhinged.  Was  this  a  proper  time  for  such 
dangerous  experiments,  when  the  enemy 
might  attempt  invasion  during  the  course 
of  the  summer?  The  hon.  general  then 
spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
Volunteers,  many  of  whom  he  had*  had  the 
honour  of  commanding.  He  denied  that 
the  Levy  en  Masse  would  be  the  means  of 
recruiting  the  army. 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynne  said,  that  he  was  ready 
to  prove  that  every  man  that  had  been 
raised  for  Denbighshire,  was  procured  by 
means  of  a  crimp.  Lancashire,  therefore, 
taking  that  fact  and  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  general  together,  had  almost  all  the 
honour  of  carrying-  into  effect  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Defence  act. 

Mr*  Langkam  said  a  few  words  in  favour 
of  the  bill. 

Lord  Temple  observed,  that  charges 
against  officers  in  a  most  respectable  and 
highly  honourable  situation  should  not  he 
lightly  made.  An  hon.  gen.  (Tar le con)  had 
accused  some  of  the  most  highly  confiden- 
tial officers  under  government  with  thwart- 
ing the  intentions  of  his  majesty's  ministers, 
whom  it  was  their  duty  to  support;  he 
had,  in  fact,  impeached  them  with  a  sort  of 
under-handed  work  which  thwarted  the 
designs  of  the  legislature  for  the  defence  of 
the  country. 

General  Tarleton,  in  explanation,  said 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  accuse  any  lord 
lieutenant  of  thwarting  the  intentions  of 
government. 

Colonel  Craufurd  said,  he  would  not 
then  enter  into  a  detailed  statement  of  his 
sentiments  with  respect  to  the  plan  now 
submitted  to  the  house.  He  could  not 
for  a  moment,  however,  suppose  that  the 
right  hon.  secretary  of  state  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham) had  ever  entertained  the  strange  idea 
that  seemed  to  be  attributed  to  him,  of 
suffering  men  to  ask  for  their  discharge, 
neither  could  he  suppose  that  the  right 
hon.  secretary  entertained  so  mean  an  idea 
of  the  character  of  a  soldier  as  to  imagine 
"that  he  could  think  of  asking  for  his  dis- 
charge, while  his  brothers  in  arms  had  mi- 
litary duty  to  perform* 

Vol.  VI, 


Mr.  C,  Dundas  stated  the  causes  of  the 
petition  from  Berkshire,  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Additional  Force  bill,  and  maintained 
that  the  principle  of  that  bill  was  imprac- 
ticable. 

Sir  W.  Young,  alluding  to  what  had 
fallen  from  an  hon.  general,  spoke  in  justi- 
fication of  the  conduct  of  the  lords  lieu- 
tenants of  counties  in  regard  to  their  exer- 
tions under  the  Additional  Force  act. 

Colonel  Graham  said,  he  thought  the 
limited  service  would  operate  as  a  great 
inducement  to  men  continuing  in  the  army, 
and  would  be  the  means  of  preventing  de- 
sertion, which  bad  now  become  too  fre- 
quent. 

Mr.  Huddkstone  professed  himself  friend- 
ly to  the  principle  of  limited  service. — Leave 
was  then  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  Additional  Force  bill.  At  2  o'clock 
the  house  adjourned  to  Monday  the  14th 
instant. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  April  14. 
[Minutes.]  The  Irish  Militia  Service 
bill  passed  through  a  committee,  and  was 
reported. — The  Irish  First  Fruits  bill,  the 
Irish  Treasury  Bills  bill,  the  British  Fishe* 
ries  Encouragement  bill,  were  brought  from 
the  commons  and  were  severally  read  a 
first  time.— >Lord  Grenville  moved  that  the 
committee  appointed  to  search  the  journals 
for  precedents  of  proceedings  in  cases  of 
Impeachment,  be  instructed  to  consider  of 
the  best  mode  of  proceeding  on  the  trial  of 
lord  viscount  Melville,  and  do  report  there- 
on.—Ordered. 


HOUSE   OT   COMMONS. 

Monday ,  April  14. 

[Minutes.]  Mr.  Calcraft  presented, 
"  an  Account  of  the  sums  which  remained 
in  the  Exchequer  on  the  1st  Jan.  1805, 
being  part  of  the  grants  of  parliament  for 
the  service  of  the  Ordnance  for  the  year 
1804,  specifying  the  proportion  remaining 
of  each  grant;  and  also  an  Account  of  the 
unappropriated  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Ordnance,  being  part  of 
the  said  grants,  on  the  1st  of  Jan.. afore- 
said ."—A  new  writ  was  directed  to  be 
issued  for  the  election  of  a  member  for 
Helston,  iu  the  room  of  Davies  Giddy, 
esq.  who  has  accepted  the  Stewardship  of 
the  Chiltern  Hundreds. — Mr.  Jervis,  in 
pursuance  of  a  former  notice,  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  altering  and  ex- 
pediting the  trial  of  offences  committed  ia 

3  A 
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distant  parts  on  the  high  seas.  The  grounds 
on  which  he  submitted  his  motion  to  the 
house  were  as  follows :  by  the  act  of  Henry 
VIII.  the  jurisdiction  of  the  admiralty  had 
been  extended  to  all  offences  commuted  on 
the  high  seas;  but  the  exercise  of  this  ju- 
risdiction  had   been  often    attended  with 
great  delay  and   inconvenience,  inasmuch 
as  it  became  necessary  that  the  offender 
and  the  witnesses  should  be  brought  to  this 
country,  and  thai  the  trial  should  take  place 
here.     To  remedy  this  inconvenience,  the 
admiralty,  by  an  act  of  William,  were  em- 
powered to  appoint  a  special  commission 
for  conducting  the  trial  of  offences  in  dis- 
tant parts.     But  the  authority  of  such  com- 
missions was  confined  to  the  colonies  ;  and 
besides,  they  acted  upon  the  principles  of 
the  civil  law,  which  were  very  different  from 
those  of  the  common  law  of  this  couutry. 
The  design  of  this  bill,  therefore,  was  to 
prevent  the  necessity  for  bringing  home  the 
offenders,  and  also  that  they  might  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  the  trial  by  jury,  and  not  be 
tried  according  to  the  forms  of  the  civil 
law.     Leave  granted.— Mr.  Paull  thought 
that  an  bon.  director  (Mr.  Huddles  tone), 
would  have  moved  for  the  paper  about 
which  he  had  given  notice,  before  he  (Mr. 
P.)  brought  forward  his   charges  against 
marquis  Wellesley ,  but  now,  however,  he 
understood  that  he  had  abandoned  it.    He 
would,  therefore,  move  on  Friday  for  cer- 
tain papers,  to  lay  the  grounds  of  his  charge 
against  marquis  VVellesley ;  also  for  papers 
for  an  additional  charge  respecting  Furruck- 
abad  ;  and,  that  it  might  not  be  said  that  he 
came  by  a  side  wind  on  the  house,  he  would 
;dso  move  for  a  paper  which  would  lay  the 
grounds  for  a  charge  of  direct  disobedi- 
ence against  the  noble  marquis.— General 
Gascoigne  moved  an  address  to  his  majesty 
for  Copies  of  the  Capitulation  of  the  Colo- 
nies of  Demerary,  Essequibo,  Berbice,  and 
Surinam,  to  his  majesty's  arms. — In  a  com- 
mittee of  Supply  the  Army  Estimates  were 
voted,  upon,  as  the  secretary  at  war  stated, 
the  same  soale  for  the  same  services  as  that 
of  last  year.     The  Report  was  ordered  to 
be  brought  up  to-morrow. — On  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Jeffery,  it   was  ordered,  that  an 
Account  be  produced   of  the  number  of 
Liue-of-battle  Ships  and  Frigates  in  ordi- 
nary on  the  1st  of  Oct.  1801,  shewing  the 
Repairs  necessary  to  put  them  into  condi- 
tion for  permanent  service,  &c. — On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  James  Kitzgerald,  the  2d 
reading  of  the  Irish  Population  bill  was  put 
off  tiix  the   lit  of  Aug. — 31  r.  Vausittart 


said,  that  owing  to  a  mis 
mg  the  Budget,  the  Eas 
not  included   in  the   pn 
Sugar.     To  rectify  that  c 
he  gave  notice,  that  he  i 
nesduy,    in    a  Commits 
Means,  submit  a  particu 
2d  reading  of  Yhe  Iron  D 
poned  till  this  day  se'nni 
Mr.  Vansittart  stated,  tl 
te rested  should  have  a  fu 
of  considering  the  measu 
[Debts  of  the  Naboi 
HMouse  moved  the  ordi 
taking  into  further  cons; 
port  which,  upon  the  2] 
last,   was  made  from  tfc 
whom  the  Petition  of  the 
of  his  Highness  the  Nt 
formerly  Nabob  of  Arc 
ceased,  and  of  his  Higl 
Omdut  ul  Omrah,  late 
and  of  his  Highness  the  . 
now  also  deceased,  or  q 
parties  to  the  articles  of 
in  after  mentioned,  was 
being    read,    the    hon. 
observed,  that   before    1 
move   for  leave  to  brinj 
enabling  the  commission 
ecution    of  an  agreemei 
the  East- India  company 
creditors  of  the  late  Nab 
tic,  the  better  to  carry  t 
feet,"  the  house  would 
from  him  some  prelimiu 
tending  to  explain  the  grc 
this  measure  was  introdi 
of  parliament.     Indians* 
ally  deemed  to  be  dry  an 
their  nature,  and  hence  t 
rally   receive   the    attenl 
magnitude  deserved,     ft 
obliged  to  an  hon.  gent,  (i 
absent,  on  account  of  a 
tune  which  he  (Mr.  H.) 
ed,  for  endeavouring  to  n 
of  the   house  to  this  m 
agreed  with  him,  was  of  j 
Unfortunately  for  him  i 
also  a  subject  of  great  « 
should  be  under  the  necet 
the  house  at  greater  lengt 
able  to  his  inclinations, 
house   might  completely 
whole   transaction,  he  ft 
pellcd  to  go  back  as  far  4 
when  parliament  first  to 
the  private  debts  of  the'1. 
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describe  several  treaties  with  tlie 
til  the  Catnntic,  subsequently  to 
UH-,  he  should  however,  be  as  briel 
nature  of  the  subject  would  allow. 
I,  un  act  w.is  passed,  the  24th  o! 
ig,  cap.  L'j,  nilitlerl,  "  All  act  for 
ter  regulation  and  management  ot 
its  ot  the  East-India  company,  and 

British  possessions  in  India;  and 
ibhsliing  u  court  of  judicature  for 
PS  *)KWty  anil  effectual  trial  of  per- 
fused of  offences  committed  in  the 
dies."  By  tlie  37th  section  of  that 
Hub  provided  that,  "  whereas  very 
m«  of  money  are  claimed  to  be  due 
sh  subject*  by  the  Nabob  of  Arcot 
sco  very  whereof  it  is  expedient  tha 
sislance  should  be  given  them  a 

cousistent  with  the  right*  of  tin 
y,  the  security  of  the  creditors,  am 
ourund  dignity  of  the  said  Nabob 
acted,  that  the  court  of  directors 
lid  company  shall,  as  soon  as  may 
)  into  consideration  the  origin  and 
>t  the  (aid  demands,  i 
Is  they  are  in  possession  of  shall 
tketu  to  do ;  and    that  they 

b  orders  to  their  presidencies  and 
Ikbroad,  for  completing  the  iuves- 

jhereof,  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
cou- 
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having  at  that  time  fallen  undi 
ice.  The  3  classes  consisted  of, 
ebt  distinguished  by  tlie  name  ol 
clidated  flelrt  of  1707, 


to  7,96.445  pagodas;  2.  The  old  Ca 
Debt,  b,;)0,b'94  pagodas ;  3.  Tlie  Co  1 
dated  Debt  of  1(77,  54,pS,iOO  pagi 
making  a  total  of  6'9,85.i"0  pagoda; 
10  British  money,  2,794,958/. — The« 
vate  creditors  were  called  upon  to  imc 
their  names  in  a  register,  and  hence  1 
3  classes  of  debts  were  denominated 
registered  debts  of  the  Nabob  of  A: 
The  hon.  g«»fc  said,  he  mentioned 
circumstance,  that  gentlemen,  wher 
spoke  ol  the  registered  debts,  might  1111 
stand  his  meaning  without  further  eupl 
lion,  and  comprehend  what  debts  wen 
eluded     under     tkat    denomination. 

Id  specify  the  regulations  by  which 

court  of  directors   lixed    the  proporrio 

the   12   lacs   of  pagodas,  which  was  to 

employed    in    liquidation    of    the   els 

ol   the    private  creditors,    and    the    1 

»vliu:h  was  to   be   appropriated   to   rhe 

charge  of  the  debt  to  the  company; 

he  was  fearful  of  being   led   too  much  i 

detail,  and  of  occupying  100  much  of 

time  of  the  house.      It  was  sufficient  to 

that  he  possessed  a  copy  of  these  reg 

[if  ns,  and  ^.should    be   ready  to  prod 

them,  if  any  gentleman  should  wish  to  I 

the  statement.     In  Feb,  1787,  a  new  t 

ty  was  entered  into  between  the  Na 

U'allak  Jah  and  sir  Archibald  Campfi 

then  governor  of  Madras,  by  which  it  ■ 

hat   the  military  subsidy,  to  hi 

laid   by    his'  highness   in   time 

peace,  should  be  9  lacs  of  pagodas,  1 

that  4-5ili  of  the  revenues  of  tlie  Cam; 

should  be  appropriated    to   the  use  of 

mpnny  in  case  either  of  the  parties  sho 

at  war,   for  the   treaty  was    both' oft 

O  and  defensive.  Twelve  lacs  of  pagoc 

by    Mr,  Davidson's   treaty,   were    to 

annually  contributed  for  the  discbarge  h 

of  the  private  and  public  debts  of  the  J 

'  oh,  subject  to  the  cunipanv's  regulation* 

Inch  he  had  before  alluded.    A  few  ye 

forwards  it  was  found,  so  dilatory  I 

the  Nabob  been   in  his   payments,  that 

of  about  19  lacs,  had  accrued  utn 

□  before-mentioned  treaties.  At  1 

if  1789,  Tippo  Sultaon,  the  king 

e,  made  an  attack  upon   the   allv 

ompanv,   the  Travaucore  Rajah,    'i 

marquis   Cornwallis,   then   go  verm 

general,  went  to  the  assistance  ol   the  I: 

jah,  and  demanded  from  the  Nabob  oft 

Carnatic,    the  contribution   stipulated 

his    treaty   with    sir    A.   Campbell.     T 

4-,ith's  of  the  revenues  were,  however, 

irregularly  paid,  that  a  considerable  arr- 
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was  soon  found  to  exist;  the  supplies  of 
grain  and  cattle  were  so  tardily  provided 
by  the  Nabob's  servants,  ■  that  the  service 
suffered  considerable  detriment.  On  these 
two  grounds,  the  marquis  Cornwallis  found 
himself  under  the  necessity  of  assuming 
pro  tempore  the  civil  in  addition  to  the  mi- 
litary government  of  the  Carnatic,  and  the 
entire  management  of  the  revenues.     At 
the  close  of  this  war  which  was  brought 
to  a  glorious  termination  in   1792,    the 
marquis  Cornwallis  returned  the  country 
into  the  hands  of  the  Nabob,  and  formed 
a  new  treaty  with  his  highness,  by  which 
it  was  stipulated   that  9  ^acs  °f  pagodas 
should  in  future  be  paid  to  the  company, 
annually,  as  a  military  subsidy ;  and  a  new 
arrangement  was  made  respecting  the  sum 
to  be  appropriated  eacb^ycar  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  Nabob's  debts.     The  mar- 
quis being  convinced  by  the  representation 
of  the   Nabob  that  his  revenues  were  not 
adequate  to  so  large  an  annual  payment  as 
12  lacs,  in  liquidation  of  debts,  and  being 
desirous  of  manifesting  a  spirit  of  forbear- 
ance, and  an  example  of  moderation,  con- 
sented that  only  6.21,105  pagodas  should 
be  annually  applied  in  satisfaction  of  the 
claims  of  the  private  creditors  only ;  the 
debt  to  the  company  not  being  expunged, 
but  left  to  future  investigation,  and  to  the 
arbitration  and  decision  of  the    marquis 
Cornwallis  himself:  this  reference  was  oc- 
casioned by  some  disputes  in  the  accounts, 
which  were  not  easy  of  adjustment. — The 
next  tretity  which  he  should  have  occasion 
to  mention,  was  concluded  in  July,  1801, 
between  Azeem  ul  D  owl  ah,  the  present 
Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  and  lord  Clive, 
now  earl  Powis,  then  governor  of  Madras. 
By  this  treaty  it  was  provided  that  the  civil 
and  military  government  of  the  Carnatic, 
and  the  full  and  exclusive  administration 
of  the  revenues,  (with  the  reserve  of  a  por- 
tion to  be  appropriated  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  Nabob,  and  for  the  support  of  bis 
dignity,)  should  be  vested  in  the  hands  of 
the  East-India  co.;  and  that  the  6,21,105 
pagodas,  as  by  marquis  Cornwallis's  treaty, 
should  be  annually  applied  to  the  discharge 
of  the  registered  debts.     This  treaty  with 
Azeem  ul  Dowlah,  though  last  in  order  of 
time,  was  first  in  point  of  importance,  be- 
cause it  was  the  foundation  of  the  arrange- 
ment in  July  1805,  between  the  company 
and  the  creditors  of  the  late  Nabobs.  What 
effect,  said  the  hon.  gent.,  had  been  produced 
by  i he  enactment  of  the  statute  of  1784,  and 
the  several  treaties  which  grew  out  of  it,  and 


which  he  had  here  deacri 
to  the  debt  of  the  Nabob 
was  not  called  upon  to 
ject,  as  his  bill  related 
creditors ;  nor  was  the  < 
sent  moment  very  inte 
ever  the  debt  might  be, 
quence  of  the  superior 
the  Carnatic  revenues* 
nagenient,  be  in    a  da 
riution,  and  at  no  vei 
entirely  annihilated, 
upon  the  claims  of  the 
the  house  will  learn  wit 
in  May,  1804,  the  reg 
completely  liquidated, 
however  aware,  when  u] 
of  Mr.  Davidson's  treat 

■ 

participation  of  the  12  i 
to  the  3  classes,  which  ah 
engaged  their  attention 
wards  went  by  the  nam 
debts,  that  further  sums 
the  Nabob.     In  those 
that,  according  to  repo 
contracted  further  debt 
of  them  were  due  to  Br 
presidencies  were  to  gt 
to  them  until  a  full  invei 
place;   a  report  had  h 
court  of  directors,  and 
been  received.     In  con 
directions,  all  persons  * 
deliver  their  claims  to 
were  appointed  to  recei 
them.    This  committee 
1785  to  1791,  and  took 
all  the  cases  which  we 
them.     Their  report  ha 
court  of  directors:  and 
efficient  investigation  0 
which  they  had  reporta 
examination   of  debts 
tracted,  that  the  present 
been  established.     The 
was  bound  here  to  notio 
debts  contained  in  the  n 
dras  committee  had  beei 
orders  of  the  company 
alluded  to   the  new  ci 
new,  to  distinguish  it  fr 
loan,   one  of  the  regis, 
new  cavalry  loan  was  col 
second  Mysore  war  with 
commenced  in  1780,  an 
the  Nabob  Wallak  Jab,  1 
when  the  public  service! 


purpose  of  discharging 
officers  and  troops, 
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in-jk  out  into  an  alarming  state  of  mutiny 
aud  insurrection ;  so  just  were  these  de- 
mands, and  so  embarrassed  were  many  of 
lime  creditors  in  their  circumstances,  thai 
lie  court  of  directors  ordered  this  debt  ti< 
\x  discharged,  in  the  same  proportion  as  the 
•Id  cavalry  debt,  out  of  their  part  of  the 
twelve  lacs  of  pagodas,  leaving  themselves 
at  a  future  time  to  reclaim  upon  the  Nabob. 
The  sum  thus  paid,  appeared  by  lord  dice's 
treaty  with  Ajteem  ul  Dowlah  in  1801,  10 
lite  constituted  at  that  time  a  part  of  the 
debt  from  his  highness  to  the  company. 
Alt  the  attber  unconsolidated  debts  were 
sow  to  undergo  a  strict  enquiry.  Some 
were  contracted  by  the  Nabob  Wallak 
tnlecedenllv  to  the  promulgation  of 
tatute  of  (784  at  Madras,  in  Feb. 
1)85,  Others  by  his  highness  subsequently 
to  that  period.  Others  were  contracted 
■far  the  year  1795,  when  Wallak  Jab  died, 
by  his  eldest  son  and  successor  Omdut  al 
Ornrah;  others  by  the  Ameer  ul  Omrab, 

rr.d  soo  of  the  Nabob,  who  died  before 
lather.  The  Ameer  had  been  prime 
s  father  the  Nabob.and  all  the 
iperty  justly  liable  to  pay  his  private 
•ents.was,  by  a  practice  not  iinEomi 
tt  native  governments  of  India,  seized  by 
•e  Nabob.  Hence  to  that  amount  the  Nabob 
Wallak  Jab  was  considered  liable  to  th< 
Ameer's  debts,  and  to  that  amount  the  tail 
rreditorsof  the  Ameer  were  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  tbe  arrangement  nowunder  con- 
iideralion,  The  East-India  co.  being  of  opi- 
nion that  to  pay  without  distinction  al!  the 
numerous  demands  before  stated,  would  be 
suieful  aud  unwarrantable  prodigality, 
■Od  that  indiscriminately  to  reject  all, 
»ould  be  the  grossest  iiijimiie  and  croeltv, 
"any  of  tbe  debts  having  been  contracted 
forcisiiand  military  services  actually  per- 
formed, or  other  fair  considerations,  came 
Inm  agreement  with  tbe  private  creditors 
of  tbe  late  Nabobs  ol  tbe  Carnatic,  to  set 
■tide  an  annual  fund  of  3,40,000  pagodas, 
with  interest  from  Way,  1804,  the  period  0/ 
tbtexlinctioo  of  the  registered  debts.  This 
MS  was  first  to  be  applied  to  the  discharge 
"i  til  claims  approved  in  a  manner  wbicb 
k  should  afterwards  describe,  and  liiesur. 
jkis  was  to  form  a  sinking  fund  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  capital.  Tnat  tbe  East- 
co.  by  the  adoption  of  this  measure 
most  bouourablv,  most  justly,  and 
laudably,  would'not,  le  believed,  be 
If  the  revenues  were  in  the  hands 
Nabob,  every  gent,  must  al- 
■t  would  be  for  toe  honour  and 


gnity  of  his  highness,   and  that  it  1 
1  ark  tbe  equitable  disposition  of  his  1 
>  appropriate  a  part  o\  them  in  duel 
of  the  just  debts  of  his  uncle  Omdut  ul 
d   his  grandfather  Wallak  Jah ; 
the  East-India  co.,  as  grantees  of  the 
bob,  were  bound  in  honour  to  pursu 
urse.     So  forcibly  indeed  wa* 
honourable  obligation  felt   by  tbe   coi 
directors,  that  they   had  not,  as  wfaei 
revenues  were  in  the  possession  of  iht 
Nabobs,  confined  [heir  tare,  as  direct! 
the  acts  of  parliament,   to   tbe  mitres 
British  creditors  ouly,  but  allowed  o 
creditors  alto   to  prefer   their  claims 
was  likewise  to  be   taken  into  the  scci 
that  when    the    Nabobs   contracted  1 
debts,  they  had  no  other  means  of  pavi 
than  the  revenues  of  their  country,  ai. 
no   other  resource  could  their  tred 
look  for  the  liquidation  of  their  denu 
Many  of  them,  indeed,  bad  received 
cus,  or   assignments,    upon    the   rere 
from  the  Nabob,  directed  to  the  Aumili 
or  collectors,  who  nevertheless  could 
or    would    not   satisfy   tbem.      Hence 
lion.  gent,  contended  that,  although 
revenues  were  Dot  strictly  bound  in  u 
gage,   they  were  virtually   pledged, 
whatever  bands  they  might  fall,  to  the 
charge  of  every  bond  fide  claim.     It 
further  to   be  considered,  that  the   at 
84,  by  directing  the  East-India  cc 
establish,  in  concert  with  the  Nabob,  a . 
out  of  his  revenues  lor  the  liquidatioi 
his  debts,  recognized  the  principle  thai 
revenues  were  justly  applicable  in  su 
measure.  Tbe  33d  of  the  king,  c.  5!.  1 
1 4b".  by  repealing  many  parts  of  tie  ai 
1784,  while   it  specifically   retained 
clauses  relating  to  the  Nabob's  debts,  1 
acknowledged  the  same  principle,    la 
suance  of  that  principle,  twice  solei 
recognized   by   Parliament,  tbe  Ejj-I 
co;  had  now  consented   that  3.40,000 
godas  should   be  annually  set  aside  U. 
gradual  liquidation  of  all  the  just  deb 
the  late  Nabobs.     Had  the  directors  s 
otherwise,   it  would   have   been  Uirlj 
pu  table  to  them  that,  while  tbe  reve 
were  not  their  own,  and  their  own 
pcrty   could    not   be   touched, *tbfy 
ready  and  willing,  in  conformity  to  th 
rections  of  the  legislature,  to  aid  B 
creditors    in  tbe   recovery  of  their  d 
but  now  the  revenues  belonged  to  t 
selves,  now  their  our,  coffers   might   : 
and  tbeir   own   treasury   be  affected, 
turned  a  deaf  ear  Co  the  creditors,  f 
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was  soon  found  to  exist;  the  supplies  of 
grain  and  cattle  fan  so  tardily  provided 
by  the  Nabob's  servants,  that  tbe  service 
suffered  considerable  detriment.  On  these 
two  grounds,  tliemdrquis  Cornwallis  found 
himself  under  tbe  necessity  of  assuming 

?ro  tempore  tbe  civil  in  addition  to  the  mi- 
itary  government  of  the  Caruatic,  and  tbe 
entire  m.magemc  of  the  revenues.  At 
the  close  of  this  war  which  was  brought 
to  a  glorious  termination  in  1733,  the 
marquis  Cornwallis  returned  tbe  country 
ir.to  the  hands  of  the  Nabob,  and  formed 
a  new  treaty  with  his  highness,  by  which 
it  was  stipulated  that  9  lacs  of  pagodas 
should  in  future  be  paid  to  tbe  company, 
annually,  as  a  military  subsidy;  and  anew 
arrangement  was  made  respecting  the  sum 
to  be  appropriated  each. year  to  the  dis- 
charge of  tbe  Nabob's  debts.  The  mar- 
quis being  convinced  by  the  representation 
of  tbe  Nabob  that  hie  revenues  were  n 
adequate  to  so  large  an  annual  payment 
12  lacs,  in  liquidation  of  debts,  and  being 
desirous  of  manifesting  a  spirit  of  forbeai 
ante,  and  au  example  of  moderation,  con- 
sented that  only  6,21,105  pagodas  should 
be  annually  applied  in  satisfaction  of  the 
claims  of  the  private  creditors  only;  the 
debt  to  the  company  not  being  expunged, 
but  left  to  future  investigation,  and  to  the 
arbitration  and  decision  of  the  marquis 
Cornwallis  himself:  this  reference 
casioned  by  some  disputes  in  the 
which  were  not  easy  of  adji 
next  irenty  which  he  should  have 
to  mention,  was  concluded  in  Jul 
between  A  teem  ul  Dowlah,  tbe 
Nabob  of  the  Ornatic,  and 
now  earl  Powis,  then  governor  qfl 
By  this  treaty  it  was  provided 
and  military  government 
and  tbe  full  and  exclusive 
of  the  revenues,  the 

(ion  to  be  appropriated  to  tbe 
of  the  Nabob,  and  for 
dignity,)  should  be  vested 
the  East-India  co.;  an*-  "* 
pagodas,  as  by  marquis 
should  be  annually  apo.' 
of  the  registered  debts, 
Azeem  u]  Dowlah, 
time,  was  first  in  point 
cause  it  was  the  foot 
nifnt  in  July  1805, 
and  the  creditors  of  the 
effect,  said  the  hon. 


by  the  enactment  < 
the  several  treaties 
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rectors,  for  the  diminution  of  the  debt  from 
the  Nabob  to  the  company,  or  for  any  other 
Ubeful  purpose.  This  difference  amounted 
to  about  112,44-2/.  sterling,  and  being 
added  to  the  surplus  of  1803-4,  would 
make  the  surplus  of  subsequent  years  ra- 
ther more  than  450,000/.  Such  was  the 
increase  of  revenue  under  British  care, 
while  the  Nabob  lived,  uot  in  the  embar- 
rassed condition  of  bis  predecessors  on  the 
musnud,  but  in  a  state  of  comfort,  afflu- 
ence, and  splendour.  Such  were  the  fruits 
derived  from  that  undivided  government 
which  the  late  marquis  Cornwallis  wished 
to  establish,  as  appeared  from  the  follow- 
ing extract  of  his  letter  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, dated  the  10th  of  Aug.  1790: 
"  I  must  freely  own/'  says  the  noble  mar- 
quis, "  that  I  could  uot  venture  to  propose 
any  plan,  on  the  success  of  which  I  could 
have  any  firm  reliance,  unless  the  Nabob 
could  be  induced  by  a  large  annual  reve- 
nue, regularly  paid,  and  properly  secured 
to  him,  to  surrender  the  management  of 
Lis- country  for  a  long  term- of  years,  to  the 


extensive  scale  by  lord  Wellesley,  and  in 
this  respect  the  system  of  both,  although  it 
was  the  fashion  of  the  day  to  point  out  the 
variances  in  their  plans,  was  precisely  the 
same.  The  lion.  gent,  added  that  his  only 
intention  was  to  state  the  advantages  re- 
sulting from  the  de  facto  government  of  the 
Caruatic;  whether,  when  its  origin  was 
taken  into  consideration,  it  was  a  govern* 
ment  dejure,  he  would  not  now  pronounce 
any  opinion,  as  the  question  ought  to  have 
ub  place,  for  the  reasons  he  had  before  ad- 
duced, in  the  discussions  of  the  bill  he 
should  have  the  honour  to  propose.  Ha- 
ving explained  the  origin,  amount,  and  con- 
ditions of  the  fund  to  be  applied,  under  the 
directions  of  the  deed,  to  the  liquidation  of 
the  just  debts  of  the  late  Nabobs  of  the 
Carnatic,  he  then  proceeded  to  state  the 
mode  to  be  employed  in  ascertaining  the 
bond  fide  claims,  in  separating  the  real  from 
the  fictitious  creditor.  Three  commission- 
ers were  appointed  by  the  East-India  co. 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  creditors,  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  the  origin,  na- 


nection  with  us,  his  right  to  the  possession 
of  the  country,  which,  however,  without 
our  assistance,  would  have  been  but  of  lit- 
tle value  to  him,  and  exaggerated  accounts 
of  former  services,  may  furnish  topics  for 
popular  declamation,  and  may  possibly  en- 
gage the  nation,  from  mistaken  ideas  of  hu- 
manity, to  support  a  system  of  cruelty  and 
oppression ;  but  whilst  I  feel  conscious  that 
I  am  endeavouring  to  promote  the  happi- 
ness of  mankind,  and  the  good  of  my  coun- 
try, I  shall  give  very  little  weight  to  such 
considerations,  and  should  conceive  that  I 
had  not  performed   the  duty  of  the   high 
and  responsible  office  in  which  you  did  me 
the  honour  to  place  me,  if  I  did  nut  de- 
clare, that  the  present  mixed  government 
cannot  prosper,  even  in  the  best  hands  in 
which  your  part  of  it* can  be  placed;  and 
that  unless  some  such  plan  as  that  which  1 
have  proposed  should  be  adopted,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Caruatic  must  continue  to 
be  wretched,  the  Nabob  must  remain  an  in- 
digeut  bankrupt,  and  his  country  an  useless 
and  expensive  burthen  to  the  company,  and 
to  the  nation/'    This,  said  the  hon.  geut. 
was  a  sufficient  proof  that  the  late  marquis 
Corn wal lis  entertained  a  just  conception  of 
the  best  mode  of  promoting  the  British  in- 
terests in  India,  and  establishing  the  hap- 
piness of  the  native  states  connected  with 
the  company.    The  recommendation  of  his 
lordfchip  was,  in  1801,  eiitcted  upon  a  more 


company. — The  Nabob's  age,  his  long  con-    ture,  validity,  and  justice  of  every  indivi- 


dual claim,  and  each  claimant  was  bound 
to  prove  his  debt.    This  proceeding  was  in 
strict  conformity  to  the  principle  laid  down 
by  the  late  Mr*  Burke,  in  his  famous  speech 
on  this  subject  in  1785.     "  Enquiry,"  said 
that  eloquent  orator  and  sagacious  states- 
man, "  should  precede  payment,  the  onus 
probandi  should  be  laid  on  the  claimant." 
Both  the  parties  had  covenanted  to  sub- 
mit, without  appeal,  to  the  decision  of  the 
commissioners,   who   were,  however,  re- 
stricted from  allowing  any  claim  which  had 
its  foundation  in  presents,  gifts,  or  gratui- 
tous allowances  (other  than  the  reasonable 
fees  of  lawyers,  physicians,  &c),  contrary 
to  the  acts  of  parliament  in  such  cases  pro- 
vided.    There  was  also  another  commis- 
sion in  India,  which  was,  to  act  in  obedience 
to  the  instructious  of  the  commissioners, 
at  home,  and  report  to  them  all  the  infor- 
mation and  evidence  they  should  be  able  to 
collect.     That  commission  was  also  em- 
powered to  receive  claims,  for  the  sake  of 
the  convenience  of  those  who  might  wish 
to  prefer  them  in  India,  to  hear  all  the  evi- 
dence in  support  of,  or  in  opposition  to 
them,  and  to  transmit  it  to  the  English 
commissioners,  in  whom  aloue  the  power 
of   final    adjudication   was  vested.     The 
commissioners  in  England  had  proceeded, 
in    execution  of  their  official   duties,  to 
search  every  document   tending  to   give 
them  general  information  of  a  useful  na- 
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ture;  they  had  examined  with  particular 
care  all  the  proceedings  of  the  committee 
at  Madras,  and  looked  into  the  nature  and 
extent  of  a  great  variety  of  the  claims. 
They  had  not,  however,  given  judgment  in 
any  case,  and  the  ground  of  this  conduct, 
which  he  should  hereafter  state,  would 
shew  the  origin  of  the  present  application 
to  parliament.  But  although  the  com  mis* 
tioners  had  been  prevented  from  exercising 
powers  of  a  judicial  nature,  they  had  issued 
notices,  and  published  them  in  the  Gazette, 
and  periodical  papers,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  number  of  the  claimants, 
and  amount  of  the  claims,  which  certainly 
•was  as  considerable  as  stated  by  an  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  Francis)  on  a  former  night,  and 
had  taken  every  other  step  which  appeared 
to  them  necessary  for  the  furtherance  of 
the  importaut  objects  of  the  commission. 
But  why  had  they  not  proceeded  to  adjudi- 
cate? this  was  now  to  be  explained.  A 
'general  outline  or  sketch  of  what  was  pro- 
posed to  be  detailed  in  the  deed  was  sent 
by  the  court  of  directors  to  the  commission-, 
ers,  by  which  they  were  instructed  "  to 
found  their  proceedings  in  all  cases  on  the 
voluntary  oath  of  the  persons  appearing  or 
called  before  them/'  By  the  deed,  how- 
ever, as  would  appear  by  the  following  ex- 
tract from  the  19th  clause,  a  discretion,  as 
to  the  mode  of  evidence  to  be  required,  was 
vested  in  the  commissioners,  "  who  are  to 
be  at  liberty  to  receive  proof  by  the  testi- 
mony xrird  rocc,  or  by  examination  on  writ- 
ten interrogatories,  or  by  affidavit  of  wit- 
nesses, and  by  production  of  written  docu- 
ments, and  by  the  examination  of  the  par- 
ties, and  by  reference  to  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  of  the  said  several  Nabobs,  and 
the  said  Ameer,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
said  united  company,  and  their  court  of 
directors,  and  committees,  and  of  their  go- 
vernments abroad,  and  any  committees,  or 
officers  acting  under  such  officers,  or  other- 
wise,, as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  said 
commissioners  in  England/'  The  hon. 
gent,  said,  that  he  must  request  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  also  to  the  last  clause  of 
the  deed,  which  was  as  follows:  "  It  is 
hereby  declared  and  agreed,  that  in  case 
the  said  commissioners  in  England  shall  be 
of  opinion  that  the  powers  hereby  intended 
to  be  vested  in  them  are  insufficient  for  the 
execution  of  the  trusts  reposed,  according 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  pre- 
sents, and  that  it  is  necessary  they  should 
be  empowered  to  administer  01  *  ^no- 

pel  the  attendance  and  exar*'  -*■ 


ties,  or  witnesses  011  oa 
tion  of  papers,  or  that 
vested  with  any  powers, 
vested  in  them  withou 
parliament,  or  that  the  I 
purposes  of  these  preset 
ally  be  carried  into  exec 
the  true  intent  and  men 
sents,  then,  and  in  any 
said  parties  hereto,  ax 
successors,  executors,  a 
assigns,  shall  and  will  1 
utmost  endeavours  to  p 
acts  of  parliament,  to  b 
to  time,  as  the  said  eon 
land  shall  think  neeesa 
for  the  purposes  aforesai 
The  boo.  gent  stated, 
sioners  were  desirous  ■ 
feet  the  evident  prefers 
and  calling,  in  all  ea 
oaths ;  but  they  enterta 
propriety  of  the  proceed 
Mr.  Ramsay,  dated  the 
they  observed,  that  " 
the  usage  of  administei 
oaths  has  long  been,  an 
we  may  be  to  conform  c 
tention  of  the  parties  in 
ter  an  opinion  which,  a 
has  been  very  recently 
highest  legal  authority, 
of  administering  such 
cumbeut  upon  us,  for  1 
are  concerned,  the    E 
bondjidt  creditors,  and 
the  best  means  of  infon 
before  we  issue  notices, 
sons  to  take  this  volunti 
their  evidence  being  1 
hardly  necessary  to  a  tat 
to  require  any  one  to  tl 
no  one  is  legally  authoi 
We  would  therefore  sul 
ties,  whether,  as  the  1 
speedy  method  of  relic 
selves  from  this  difficult 
at  the  outset  of  the  bus! 
be  desirable  for  them  to 
nron  of  the  law-officers 
the  counsel  to  the  East 
question,  the  importao 
application  to  this  casq 
require    comment,     if 
should  be  of  opinion 
such  a  case  as  the 
ln^^inisteriqga 
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fot rrrity  to  the  intention  of  the  parties,  and 
to  refuse  any  testimony  which  is  not  ten- 
dered on  oath.  If  they  should  entertain  a 
contrary  opinion,  the  parties  and  ourselves 
will  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
we  have  no  discretion  upon  the  subject, 
and  that  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  re- 
ceiving and  deciding  upon  testimony,  not  on 
oath,  became  an  oath  cannot  with  pro* 
■priety  be  required*— Whatever  may  be  the 
result  of  that  opinion,  we  should  be  much 
"concerned  if  the  readiness  we  express  to' 
proceed  upon  such  evidence  only,  as  the 
parties  have  considered  to  be  the  best 
that  conld  be  obtained,  without  the  inter- 
ference of  parliament,  should  lead  them  to 
conclude  that,  in  our  judgment,  such  evi- 
dence would  be  as  effectual  for  the  execu- 
tion of  the  trusts  reposed  in  us,  as  that 
which  is  given  under  the  sanction  of  an 
•oath,  administered  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  judicial  proceedings.  On  the  contra- 
ry, we  think  ourselves  bound  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  declaring,  and  we  feel  our- 
selves more  particularly  called  upon  to  do, 
so,  by  the  provision  of  the  17th  clause  of 
the  plan,  and  the  last  clause  in  the  deed, 
that,  after  having  examined  and  considered 
the  extent  and  nature  of  many  of  the 
claims  contained  in  the  papers  and  docu- 
ments you  have  from  time  to  time  trans- 
mitted  to  us,  we  are  persuaded  that  it  will 
not  be  in  our  power  to  investigate  and  de- 
cide on  the  whole  of  them,  with  the  same 
degree  of  satisfaction  to  all  the  parties  con- 
cerned, as  if  we  were  legally  authorized  to 
examine  persons  regularly  on  oath.  As 
soon,  however,  as  we  are  furnished  with 
the  legal  opinion,  which  we  have  request- 
ed, upon  the  point  which  forms  the  more 
immediate  subject  of  our  present  commu- 
nication, we  shall  adopt,  without  delay, 
such  measures,  and  such  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, as  may  appear  to  us  best  calculated, 
under  the  existing  circumstances,  for  the 
Attainment  of  the  object  of  our  commis- 
sion. We  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  communica- 
ting his  letter  to  the  hon.  chairman,  and 
court  of  directors.  We  have  the  honour 
to  be,  6rc.  R.  Ryder;  B.  Hobbouse;  Th. 
Cockburne." — The  hon*  gent,  observed, 
that  as  this  was  the  first  occasion  which 
had  occurred  of  mentioning  the  names  of 
the  commissioners,  he  took  the  opportu- 
nity of  informing  the  house  that  his  hon. 
friend  first  named  (Mr.  Ryder)  had  been 
compelled,  by  weak  and  tender  health, 
which  no  man  lamented  more  than  himself, 
Vol,  VI, 


to  resign  his  situation,  so  that  the  commis- 
sion had  lost  his  important  services.  He 
did  not  make  this  observation  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  considerable  assistance  received 
from  his  hon.  friend's  successor  (Mr.  Hor- 
ner), a  gent,  in  the  profession  of  the  law. 
The  court  of  directors  sent  the  letter  of  the 
commissioners,  from  which  the  extract 
which  had  been  read  was  taken,  to  the  three 
eminent  counsel  whose  opinion  was  de- 
sired, and  the  following  was  their  answer: 
"  After  what  has  fallen  from  the  high  au- 
thority alluded  to,  and  from  other  judges 
on  the'  bench,  we  are  obliged  to  say,  that  at 
least  so  much  doubt  is  thrown  upon  the 
legality  of  administering  voluntary  'oaths 
that  we  cannot  say  that  they  may  be  ad- 
ministered with  safety  and  propriety,  nor 
can  we  advise  the  commissioners  to  require 
them  to  be  administered.  (Signed)  "  Sp. 
Perceval;  V.  Gibbs;  W.  Adam."— The 
following  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  com- 
missioners to  Mr.  Ramsay,  dated  Aug.  1 5, 
1805,  would  Bhew  the  impression  produced 
upon  their  minds,  ujpon  receiving  the  sen- 
timents of  these  learned  authorities,  for 
whose  judgment  they,  in  common,  he  be- 
lieved, he  might  say,  with  the  house,  and 
the  whole  nation,  felt  the  highest  respect. 
Having  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the 
letter  from  the  India-house,  containing  the 
opinion  of  the  counsel,  they  proceeded 
thus :  "  The  result  of  the  reference  to  the 
legal  authorities,  who  have  been  consulted 
on  that  subject,  of  course  makes  it  impos- 
sible for  us  to  require  any  oath  at  all,  and 
only  serves  to  confirm  us  in  the  opinion  we 
gave  in  the  concluding  part  of  our  letter  of 
the  27th  of  July.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, we  feel  it  incumbent  upon  us,  in 
justice  to  the  parties,  as  well  as  to  our- 
selves, to  express  that  opinion,  in  the  words 
of  the  last  clause  of  the  deed,  viz.  that  the 
powers  now  vested  in  us  are  insufficient 
for  the  execution  of  the  trusts  reposed  m 
us,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  that  instrument." — The  house  had 
now  heard  the  circumstances  which  led  to 
the  application  to  parliament,  and  occa- 
sioned him  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill.  When  the  bill  was  introduced,  the 
house  would  find  no  clause  by  which  par- 
liament confirmed  or  sanctioned  the  agree- 
ment of  July,  1805,  between  the  East-India 
co.  and  the  creditors  of  the  late  Nabobs  of 
the  Carnatic.  That  agreement  had  been 
correctly  drawn,  and  formally  executed  by 
the  parties,  and  had  received  the  sanction 
of  the  board  of  commissioners  for  the  al- 
3B 


*35] 


zftke  Nal  Tl 


ture ; 

Care    : 

at  M  . 
exti 

Th-;- 
mr-  ■ 
\vi. 

t. 


■ 


.     :ir 
.11  i- 

*i  :o 
.w.j  iuis 

_      ,     --it  CuUl- 

.     .>cne    it  to 
cjv    .trie  also 

9  -MUWases, 

_.l  Ji  papers, 

...a  -Lie  strong 

.  .tb.ui,  juiI  other 

;.   ..■».>•  ^tcduse  the 

^  -..*«.  public  im- 

*   >iA\i&ing,  of  a 

.?  ^.isuiui  no  com- 

.fco  ::ie  hands  of 

-%    ....«=  i-morcement  of 

^.,.oi  disobedience, 

...l.^c»  for  a  breach 
■a'M\l  bill  should 
.*  ".-»:  lo  the  ordinary 
*  . .  u?ui*e.  Although 
.  .a-  :«v  wt- rs  of  the  com- 
s,  .  i*;  object  of  the  bill, 
.  ^.^vitd,  as  an  applica- 

.o  parliament,  what 

.    .  .^^i.»  could  be  added. 

...  ..  i  v.i  -i>  it  fell  to  his  lot 

.   .   .  *a»  his  duly  to  explain 

.   v  ..litki  to  the  transfers  of 

.  v,.vw»ad  claimants;  that 

..  ,>   ...i:.vvessarv  for  him  to 

* .k  iv  i. io$c  en  action,  and 

.    V....U   or  transferee   would 
.     .^...;aoii' interest,  and  if  he 

*u*'  u»r  interest,  or  priuci- 

.    '.    ^    ».-  .uuon  in  the  name  of 

'.:ai:it  his  executors,  and 

.,    x    »  \.  vi.u»rs.     The  intended 
,-   ,.w  iiu*  transferee  "the  legal 
.v*  .:v  ^iuitable  interest,  m*- 
.  x\  .•.»".  liv  rights  of  the  ♦ 
»   ..    »:oivj»%\i,   also,   to 
x .  .  »V   '.soui  fraud  i,lot 
x    ....     :   !?••,  iIk*  '* 
.     .     :yi\  ot    ' 
*  .  ..t!  *» 


-.■  •   jxrusual,  where 
4?-. oriole  was  at  st: 
rMiient  at  the  disci 
— «  .:e  :ion.  gent,  said, 
•  55*->s  the  house  of  e 
u   .!«  subject,  had  led 
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and  he  trusted  satisiactc 
propriety  of  the  agreei 
1605,  had  been  made 
India  company  and  the 
Nabobs;    be    bad,    al 
grounds  of  the  present 
1  iament,  and  the  leadii 
proposed  bill.     He  trt 
sion  of  parliament,  wh; 
would    be   speedy*      1 
were  unwilling  longer 
of  inactivity  as  to  the  i 
of  their  duty,  namely, 
claims.     He  had  everj 
that  many  of  the  clai 
greatest  state  of  pecuuii 
their  claims  should,  as 
brought  to  a  decision; 
parties  might  possess 
their  distress,  and,  if  utii 
be  taught  no  longer  t 
unsubstantial  resource, 
broken  reed.— -The  hon 
should  hrre  sit  down;  . 
der  the  necessity  of  s 
respecting   himself, 
gentlemen  in  the  housi 
how  unwilling  he  bad 
the  situation  in  which  ' 
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*W)  had  still  continued  the 
the  argument  would  have  been  verv  ft 
rible;  but,  when  addressed  to  himself,  it 
tad  do  weight.  Hii  sciuples  at  length 
give  way  to  in  treaty  :  he  should  have  baeii 
belter  satisfied  if  any  other  aentlemau  bad 
introduced  ItM  neMoni  to  Die  notice  of 
parliament,  and  any  other  er-ntlemau,  he 
•assure,  would  have  done  greater  ju' 
H  tbe  cause  of  the  parties  After  having 
Jtiiled,  thai  if  the  house  gave  leave  to  bring 
ii  the  bill,  which  was  already  piiuted,  and 
read  it  a  first  time  to-morrow,  it  was  his 
intention  to  allow  a  sufficient  interval  for 
consideration  be  lure  the  second  reading, 
the  hon.  gent,  concluded  with  moving, 
'■that  leave  be  given  to  bring  tti  a  bill  for 
rnublmg  the  Commissioners  acting  ill  exe- 
cution of  an  agreement  made  between  'he 
East-India  to.  and  the  private  Creditors 
«f  the  Nabobs  of  the  Carnalic,  tire  bettei 
to  carry  the  same  into  effect." 

Mr.  IVhkiked  Kecne  complimented   lb< 
i.  gent,  on  the  great  talents  which  he 
J  >fi-[i].iyi-rl  in  the  course  of  his  elaborate 
At  present,  he  did  not  see  any 
long  objection  to  the  measure  proposed  ; 
mid  not  help  remarking,  that,  in 
ver  the  list  of  claimants^  he  snw  a 
sr  of  names  of  persons  bearing  high 
rtuations  in  India,   and  who,  perhaps" bid 
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house,  but  in  consequence  of  certain 
rations  which  il  had  undergone  iu  the  1 
and  which  were  not  agreed  to  by  the  hi 
the  bill  had,  at  that  time,  been  lost, 
trusted,  tlmt  the  bill  which  he  now  pi 
sed,  would  meet  with  the  concurrem 
the  house,  as  some  alteration  was  rent 
still  more  necessary  than  ever,  by  the 
in  the  value  of  livings,  in  consequeu 
the  improvements  in  agriculture,  and 
ticuhirly  by  the  depreciation  of  mon 
lute  years.  He  was  convinced  it  w 
appear  but  reasonable,  that,  where  a  I 
was  beyond  4Q0f.  a  year,  more  than  7 
year  should  be  granted  to  the  Curate. 

Lord  Porchcxier  said,  that  it  appear 
him,  from  what  had  fallen  from  the 
and  learned  gent.,  that  the  proposed 
was  founded  on  the  same  principle  a 
former :  a  principle  which,  he  tru 
would  never  be  recognised  by  the  hi 
This  bill  was  to  gi*e  the  Bishop  the  p 
of  rating  the  income  of  incumbents, 
assessing  them  according  to  bis  plea: 
It  communicated  an  uncontrouled  p 
which  was  liable  to  abuse,  and  audio 
BD  invasion  of  the  property  of  the  sub 
Besides,  it  would  be  premature  to  ii 
duce  such  a  bill,  while  a  committee 
been  lately  appointed  to  obtain  inform; 
respecting  the  residence  and  situatic 
the  Clergy.  These  enquiries  shoul 
completed  before  any  such  measure 
tjim^bt  forward. 

Mr,  Perceval  replied,  that  he  had  1 
nothing  that  ought  to  prevent  the  it 
ductlou  of  the  bill.  It  might  be  bro 
in  at  present,  and  the  house  might  p 
before  the  bill  received  a  linal  discusi 
till  the  report  of  the  committee  wa; 
ceived.  It  could  not  be  said  that 
power  of  the  Bishop  would  be  unconti 
ed,  since  an  appeal  would  lie  to  the  A 
bishop.  The  alteration  in  the  value  of 
uey  was  such  as  must  convince  every 
that  Jjl.  per  annum  was  not  an  adeq 
stipend  to  be  paid  to  the  officiating  Ci 
by  the  non-resident  Hector.  The  vali 
some  livings  in  England  amounted  to  Jt 
a  year,  and  it  was  surely  not  unreason 
that  the  Bishop  should  have  it  in  his  p 
to  increase  the  stipend  of  the  Curat 
some  degree  of  proportion  to  the  vali 
tbe  living.  The  great  object  of  the 
was  to  give  such  a  power  to  the  Bisbt 
might  enable  him  to  make  adequate  pi 
lion  for  the  officiating  Curate,  who 
funned  the  duties  of  the  iiorwiisideui 
cutubeut, 
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Ibis  country  claimed  no  right 
tion  in  the  surplus  of  the  revenues  ol   the 
company,  vet,   iVcmi  the   year  17CJ3,  the 
public  had  a  ijaiui  of  half  a  million  arum- 
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Lord  Porchetter,  in  explanation,  6aid,  no 
case  had  been  produced  to  shew  that  the 
house  should  adopt  this  novel  proceeding. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  said,  he  did  not  rise, 
to  oppose  the  bringing  in  this  bill,  but  to 
observe  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  allowance 
to  the  Curate  ought  not  to  be  proportioned 
to  the  wealth  of  the  rectory,  or  living,  but 
to  the  duty  he  would  have  to  perform,  and 
the  relative  situation  in  which,  in  other 
respects,  he  stood  in  the  parish. — The 
question  was  then  put,  and  leave  granted 
to  bring  in  the  bill. 

[Conduct  of  Earl  St.  Vincent.]  Ad- 
miral Mark  ham  finding,  on  examination, 
that  several  of  the  papers  ordered  with  a 
view  to  the  motion  of  enquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  earl  St.  Vincent,  and  those  particu- 
larly necessary  to  the  vindication  of  the 
noble  lord,  had  not  been  produced,  moved 
that  a  return  be  made  forthwith  to  the  or- 
ders for  an  account  of  the  ships  ordered  to 
be  built  by  contract,  the  price  paid,  and  the 
sunns  expended  in  the  repairs  of  the  said 
ships,  particularly  those  of  the  ships  Ajax 
and  Achillc ;  a  copy  of  the  statement  of  the 
roaster  builder  in  his  majesty's  dock-yard  at 
Deptford,  of  the  price  of  each  article  used 
in  building  ships  of  the  line  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  1 805 ;  a  report  of 
the  expence  per  ton  of  building  74-gun 
ships  at  Deptford  in  1800  and  1805  re- 
spectively. The  book  called  Doomsday 
Book,  contained  an  account  of  the  original 
cost  of  every  ship  in  the  navy,  and  the  6ums 
expended  in  repairs  upon  her.  But  as 
some  difficulty  was  stated  to  exist  with 
respect  to  the  production  of  extracts  from 
this  book,  his  anxiety  for  the  full  investiga- 
tion of  the  noble  earl's  conduct,  would  not 
allow  him  to  insist  upon  the  produotion  of 
those  he  thought  to  be  wished  for  in  this 
case,  he  moved  that  the  returns  to  the 
orders  alluded  to  be  made  forthwith,  and 
he  wished  the  navy  board  to  be  called  to  ac- 
count for  their  not  having  been  produced 
before. 

Mr.  Jeffery  complained  of  the  delays 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  investigation  of 
the  noble  earl's  conduct.  If  the  friends  of 
the  noble  earl  had  attended  to  the  papers 
as  he  had  done,  they  would  have  seen  the 
deficiencies,  and  have  caused  them  to  be 
timely  supplied.  As  to  the  extracts  from 
Doomsday  Book,  the  title  of  that  book  was 
very  apposite,  for  they  could  not  be  pro- 
duced till  doomsday.  The  book  was  ten 
years  in  arrear,  and  it  would  take  twelve 
mouths  to  make  it  up.     He  had  no  objec- 
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noble  lord ;  but  he  had 
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charged  bis  hon.  frien 
occasion  delay.    The  ■ 
moved   for  certain  pai 
charges  which  had  been 
vent  the  house  from  for 
ment.     Some  of  these 
withheld,  from  what  I 
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any  fault  on  the  part ' 
who  now  called  on  the  1 
immediate  production, 
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session  of  all  the  docu 
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lis  eliarges.  It  was  a  question  in  which 
be  house  sod  the  country  were  matt  deeply 
aterwted.  He  had  no  objection  to  a  rea- 
"ii  :!■!:■  delay,  if  care  were  taken  to  have 
lie  papers  produced.  But  if  an  uureason- 
ble  delay  were  required,  lie  would  have 
dditional  reason  to  believe  what  he  before 
uspected,  that  it  was  intended  to  tin 
very  possible  impediment  in  the  way  of 
re  enquiry.— A  return  to  the  order  for  the 
reduction  of  tbepapersivaseiijoiiied  forth- 
rilh. 

[fftisii  House  Duty  Bill.]     The  re- 
c-rt  of  the  committee  respecting  tha  duty  of 
«.  payable  upon  certain  Dwelling  Hou 
l  Ireland  being  brought  up, 

Sir  Juhn  Nrvpart  moved,  that  the  hoi 
a  agree  to  the  resolutions  of  the  said 
ommittee.  He  said  be  wished  to  stal 
Imrtly  to  the  house  the  grounds  upo 
ihich  he  should  propose  to  lake  off  thi 
U:  up  to  the  year  J 793  houses  in  Ireland 
laving  but  one  hearth  paid  an  annual  duty 
■[ Zt.  but  in  that  year  an  exemption  was 
janted  by  parliament  in  favour  of  houses 
f  that  description,  provided  the  occupiei 
reduced  a  ccrtilicate  to  shew  the  value  o 
b*  house.  In  the  year  17.43,  that  ta> 
■a  continued  without  the  exemption,  and 
Wm  that  time  it  was  renewed  annually 
Plthout  any  exemption.  In  the  ' 
ion  of  parliament  a  duty  of  Jj. 
:pan  all  dwelling-houses  not  havi 
hxn  *  hearths,  but  it  was  provided  that 
his  tax  should  nut  extend  lo  bouses  below 
he  aunual  value  of  50s.  lie  felt  it  to  be 
a  duty  to  adopt  every  measure  in  his 
■ower  for  the  relief  of  the  lower  classes  ol 
be  people,  provided  it  could  Le  done  con- 
Mendy  with  the  public  service;  and, 
btreforc,  he  was  induced  lo  propose  the 
epeal  of  this  tax  because  it  was  one  which 
fesaed  upon  them  severely.  It  was  true 
bat  there  was,  its  he  had  already  stated, 
n  exemption  in  favour  of  houses  below  a 
erlaia  value,  but  this  exemption  was  the 
•we  of  perpetual  disputes  between  the 
ecopter  of  the  house  and  the  hcarth-nio- 
Hy  collector,  because  it  made  the  latter  to 
'certain  degree  the  judge  of  the  value  of 
k bouse.  It  was  true  that  the  occupier 
«m  not  bound  to  submit  to  the  value  which 
Be  collector  might  fix  upon  his  house,  but 
tbenit  was  nm-isarv  Uiat  he  should  apply 
•  bis  landlord,  or  to  the  person  who  col- 
•Oed  his  rents,  and  then  he  hud  to  go  he- 
»■»  *  magistrate  lo  obtain  the  proper  cer- 

•sestw;  so  that   in   fact  his   loss   of  time 

Hhfcoar  was  more  than  equal  to  the 


amount  of  the  las.  It  was  ui 
ground  that  he  nhuuld  move  for  th 
of  u  lax  oppressive  in  its  nature, 

very  productive  in  its  amount. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  he  felt  uimsel 
upon  to  say  a  few  words  upon  this 
He  had  been  under  the  necessity  o 
sing  this  tax  last  year,  in  order  to  l 
necessary  supplies,  but  he  was  i 
admit  that  there  was  no  tax  wuii 
sooner  to  be  taken  off  than  this  o 
vided  it  could  be  done  with  pi 
When,  however,. he  looked  at  the  i 
of  Ireland,  and  of  the  finances 
country,  he  could  not  he  an  advt 
taking  it  off  by  this  short  cut  as  it 
proposed.  The  amount  of  thi* 
about  20,000/.  a  year ;  and  if  it  > 
that  the  annual  produce  of  the 
of  Ireland  was  not  equal  to  thee 
ture,  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  I 
it  without  due  examination;  but  h< 
to  repeat  again,  that  if  it  could  1 
wiih  propriety  he  should  be  most  s 
glad  of  it.  Before  the  house  const 
repeal  it,  they  ought  to  consider  » 
they  could  substitute  in  the  roon 
but  this  was  not  the  time  to  go  i 
consideration,'  for  he  hoped  the  rti 
baronet  did  not  mean  to  go  on  th 
sion  into  a  statement  of  the  fim 
Ireland  when  so  few  gentlemen  fr 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  were  ; 
The  loan  contracted  for  the  service 
land  for  the  present  year  was  a  ve 
one,  and  therefore  it  would  be  hnj 
proper  to  take  off  taxes  until  soait 
tule  had  been  provided,  aud  he  tl 
wished  this  proposition  had  not  be* 
till  the  right  hou.  hart,  opened  the 
when  the  bouse  would  haveanoppt 
of  seeing  whether   the   tax  propose 

more  oppressive  upon  tfc 
than  the  one  winch  ic  was  proposei 
peal.  Suppose,  for  instance,  the  ri^ 
baronet  should  propose  a  tax  upon 
institute,  he  would  venture  to  s 
ould  press  much  more  heavily  Uj 
lower  orders  o!  society  than  the  presi 
aud  there  would  be  no  exemption  I 
He  begged  to  observe  that  the  exer 
ed  to  the  poorer  classes  in 
much  more  considerable  tha 
in  England  or  Scotland,  I 
thrown  out  these  observations  m 
any  intention  of  opposing  the  rig 
bart.  because  he  was  fully  aware 
difficulties  of  his  situation;  he  woi 
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ways  make  his  observations  freely,  but  that 
should  be  as  a  friend,  not  an  enemy. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  he  could  by  no 
means  agree  with  the  right  hon.  gent,  with 
respect  to  the  amount  of  this  tax,  but  even 
if  the  amouut  were  as  great  as  he  had 
stated,  he  should  still  propose  the  repeal, 
as  he  did  not  think  it  formed  a  part  of  the 
regular  financial  system  of  Ireland.  It 
was,  as  he  had  already  stated,  oppressive 
in  its  operation,  and  was  calculated  to  pro- 
duce perpetual  jealousies  and  discontents. 
'With  respect  to  the  tax  which  he  should 
submit  to  the  house  in  lieu  of  the  one 
which  he  now  proposed  to  repeal,  that 
would  be  a  subject  of  future  consideration. 
It  would  be  his  duty  on  a  future  day  to 
state  to  the  house  the  ways  and  means  for 
raising  the  supplies  voted  for  the  service  of 
Ireland ;  and  he  would  then  endeavour  to 
propose  such  a  scale  of  taxation  as,  while 
it  provided  for  the  exigencies  of  the  state, 
should  press  as  little  as  possible  upon  the 
lower  classes  of  society.  The  house  would 
then  have  an  opportunity  of  judging  and 
deciding  upon  the  whole  of  the  subject. 
He  did  not  however  think,  that  upon  the 
present  occasion  his  proposition  should  be 
met  with  phantoms  and  with  ideal  taxes 
which  he  might  hereafter  propose.  He 
alluded  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  gent,  respecting  the  tax  upon  iron. 
This,  as  he  had  already  stated,  would  be  a 
subject  of  discussion  on  a  future  day.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  had  admitted  that  this  was 
an  eligible  tax  to  take  off  if  it  could  be 
done  with  propriety,  and  he  hoped  that  he 
should  be  enabled  to  propose  taxes  in  lieu 
of  this,  which  would  be  equally  productive, 
and  less  objectionable.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  had  stated  that  the  exemptions  were 
more  favourable  in  Ireland  than  they  were 
in  England,  but  it  should  be  recollected 
that  in  England  there  was  a  certain  crite- 
rion to  go  by,  viz.  the  parochial  rates, 
which  did  not  exist  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Lee  said  he  wished  the  right  hon. 
bart.  would  state  the  amount  of  the  tax 
which  he  proposed  to  repeal,  as  he  thought 
that  was  a  point  upon  which  the  house 
ought  to  be  put  in  possession.  He  did  not 
mean  to  give  any  opposition  to  the  motion 
at  present,  but  he  thought  it  would  be  bet- 
ter if  the  right  hon.  bart.  had  not  brought  it 
forward  until  he  opened  the  budget. 
■■  Sir  J.  Newport  said,  he  had  not  the  slight- 
est objection  to  State  the  amount  of  this 
tax,  if  he  could  do  it  with  accuracy  ;  but 
the  &ct  was,  that  not  abpve  one-third  of  it 


had  been  collected,  he  coi 
form  a  rough  estimate  of 
was  willing,  for  the  sake 
to  take  it  at  20,000/.  th 
really  think  that  it  would 
or  7,000/.  With  resps 
point,  his  reason  ,for  anti 
get,  and  bringing  forwar 
present  was  this,  that  if  b 
that  period,  the  collection 
ensuing  year  would  have 
then,  if  parliament  had  1 
repeal  the  tax,  the  conse 
that  part  of  Ireland  wou 
tax,  while  the  rest  wot 
from  it. — The  resolution 
to,  and  a  bill  ordered  t 
thereon. 

[Irish   Bank  Notes 
The  order  of  the  day  beii 
into  consideration  the  re] 
mittee  respecting  the  Stan 
of  Ireland  Notes, 

Mr.  Foster  said,  he  the 

much  better  that  the  prac 

try  with  respect  to  Sti 

England  Notes  should  b 

land,  viz.  that  the  Bank 

gular  compensation  in  li< 

Stamps ;  but  he  wished  t 

tion  should  be  made  beta 

Parliament,  and  not  betw 

the  Treasury.     This  wati 

parliament  could  exercise 

fore  he  did  not  think  that 

legated  to  others.     It  wi 

he  had  remained  in  office, 

a  composition ;  but  it  wi 

the  manner  he  had  just 

adverted  to  the  paper  cui 

which  he  said  was  so  exa 

ciate  itself;  but  this  he  1 

prevented  by  putting  thi 

upon  the  same  footing  ai 

and  by  preventing  it  ft 

large  advances  to  Goven 

sury  Bills.     The  latter  h 

very  desirable  object,  be 

cing  so  much  upon  Treasi 

was  prevented  from  affoti 

commodation  as  it  migh 

the  public  by  way  of  dj 

sure  had  been  adopted,  i 

the  effect  of  diminishing^ 

paper,  and  that  was  senj 

quantity  of  silver  rurrq 

He  did  not  know  whd 

continued;  he  hoped  it  1 

not  press  the  right  iioju  fa 


l 
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this  subject.  He  objected  to  the 
of  bringing  forward  this  measure, 
mended,  thai  the  plan  now  proposed 
ntrary  to  former  practice,  because, 
the  Rank  compounded  before,  it  was 
he  Parliament,  aad  not  with  the 
of  the  Treasury. 

John  Newport  said,  he  hardly  knew 
>  follow  the  right  hou.  gent,  in  the 
atioiiB  which  he  had  made.  The 
ion.  gent,  had  admitted,  that  if  he 
mained  in  office  he  should  have  pro- 
*  composition;  but  added,  that  he 
Dot  have  fixed  the  rate  of  composi- 
ind  that  it  should  be  made,  with  Par- 
it,  and  not  with  the  Treasury.  He 
t  leave  to  observe,  that  the  resolution 
efore  the  house  stated,  that  it  would 
per  to  compound.  When  the  Bill 
ought  in,  it  would  be  for  the  house 
irmiue  as  to  the  quantum  of  the  cum- 
in, and  the  persons  with  whom  the 
of  makiug  it  should  be  lodged.  That 
be  the  proper  time  to  discuss  the 
•dvertcd  to  by  the  right  lion,  gent, 
was  one  part  of  the  right  hon.  gent.'; 
i  which  appeared  to  him  rather  sin. 
beseemed  to  wish  to  diminish  tht 
tv  of  Irish  Bj.uk  Notes  in  circular 
$A  yet  he  wanted  to  increase  the  ac 
odation  given  by  the  IlHnk.  He  did 
pw  bow  the  Batik  could  increase  it! 
modatiou,  except  by  increasing  it: 
if  Notes;  and  it  appeared  to  bin 
t  made  no  difference  whether  tin 
advanced  money  upon  treasury  bills 
■ther  it  advaucetl  money  to  the  pub 

d  no  difficulty  ill  ttjriog,  tl  il  asloni 


nd  and  Bu 

.   With 

t  to  the  qu 

;tiilTl  V.I, 

aad  asked 

trehcy  inti 

nnient  bat 

continued   sendir 

g   over 

to  Ireland 

as  long  as 

the  pric 

E  of  sil- 

innilted  it. 

Silver  c 

irroucy 

to  the 

at  of  about 

400,00b/. 

had   bi 

en  sent 

and  was  discommon 

When  t 

e  price 

ler  rose  to  . 

t.Td.&T 

at,    lu 

a.  only 

[d.  when  th 

all  to  St 

id  over 

Iver.    The 

b'um  wlno 

i  lie  bet 

eved  it 

riginally  iii 
00,OQQ£;  I 

ended  to 

end   to 

Ireland 

le   sum  at 

ually  s 

nt  was 

tau.oou;.; 

and  hu  Ii° 

1  IIU  do 

It  thai 

r  price  of  silver  would  permit  it, 
nislers  would  willingly  make  it  uj 
500.O00/. 

It.  Foaier  said,  he  thought  the  si 
should  be  sent  over,  even  though  gov 
meut  lost  by  it.  With  respect  to  the  c 
position,  the  resolution  stated  that  it  wi 
lie  riiiidti  with  tin;  Lords  of  the  Tressur 

Sir  jfoin  Newport  was  of  opiuion 
the  composition  must  necessarily  be  a 
with  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  other 
it  would  be  uecessary  to  apply  to  Pa: 
meut  every  year,  or  else  to  fix  it  one* 
all  without  any  regard  to  time  or  circ 
stances.  Giving  tbe  Treasury  a  pnwe 
make  this  composition  with  toe  B, 
would  not  create  an  improper  conne: 
between  them,  or  give  the  former  any 
due  influence  over  the  latter;  and  it 
worthy  of  notice,  that  in  the  year  when 
coiLiposiioL]  was  suspended,  the  Bank 
advance  a  very  considerable  loan  to 
public  on  Treasury  Bills.— The  resolu 
was  then  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered 
be  brought  in  thereon. 


Tuesday,  April  15. 
[Minutes.]  Lord  Duncan  took 
oaths  and  his  seat. — The  Irish  Militia  I 
vice  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  past 
—  The  Irish  Treasury  Bills  hill,  and 
British  Fisheries  Encouragement  bill,  w 
read  a  2d  time. — Mr.  Hawthorn  brou 
up  the  SO  million  Loan  bill,  which  < 
read  a  first  time. 


Tuesday,  April  15. 
[JIinvtu-5.]  General  Ttoteton  piett 
ed  a  Petition  from  certain  Inhabitant  I 
Liverpool  trading  to  Africa,  against 
bill  brought  in  for  prohibiting  the  Imp 
lulion  oi  Negroes,  in  British  ships,  ii 
tin.-  Colonies  of  foreign  States  not  at  i 
with  this  country;  and  also  into  si 
islands  as  have  been  captured  by  t 
country  during  the  war. — Mr.  Jer 
brought  in  a  bill  for  rendering  more  spec 
the  trial  of  persons  accused  of  oSefii 
committed  in  distant  parts,  on  the  hi 
seas;  which  was  read  a  first  time. — 1 
Pel i;ev;il  brought  in  a  bill  tor  nuking  mi 
effectual  provision  for  the  maintenance 
Stipendiary  Curates,  rmd  lor  their  Kinder, 
on  their  Cures;  which  was  re^da  first  tin 
— Mr.  Iluddloitone  rose  to  acquaint  t 
bouie,  that  he  thought  the  production 
cerlaiu  India  papers,  for  which  be  had  i 
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:*-iiJ-  i     ■>  :mwm:.  :iu  .;>iigtT  necessary,  as 

t!.t\  H-n     i il i ij i y  i. \ i mc :s  iVooi  what  had 

\»...    tiit^.v      '-amiuincuLcd  in    another 

..:li  .     iio  ihereioie  relinquished  his  in- 

.    ou  ui  nio\iiig  for  those  papers.     Lord 

t.  '  liuniltuii  immediately  gave  notice,  that 

.  ».  Muuday  next  he  would  move  for  the pro- 

.v.  'on  ot  those  India  papers  which  thehon. 
ii...  'thJ,  io  his  sui  prise,  declined  moving 
»■;. — On  the  motion  of  Sir  J.  Newport,  the 
.  iv-er  oi  the  i lay  tor  the  2d  reading  of  the 
ifublin  Paving  bill  was  read;  and  after 
^me  conversation,  in  which  lord  De  Bla- 
;iuicre,  Mr.  Alexander,  and  Dr.  Duigenan, 
tuuk  a  part,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
icad  a  >i\  time  on  the  1st  of  May. 

[Water ford  Writ.]  Sir  John  Newport 
ruse  to  request  the  attention  of  the  house 
tor  a  few  moments,  to  a  motion  which  had 
been  appointed  for  this  day,  respecting  the 
Shentls  of  Water  ford.  He  hoped,  that  if 
it  should  appear,  that  what  had  been  done 
proceeded  from  ignorance,  or  inattention, 
the  house  would  be  inclined  to  pass  it  over, 
and  that  lenity  would  be  shewn  to  those 
who  had  been  chargeable  with  the  oversight, 
but  he  would  also  submit  to  the  conside- 
ration oi  his  right  hon.  friend,  who  had 
given  notice  of  the  motion,  that  there  had 
been  some  difficulty  in  the  interpretation 
ol  the  act  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  law 
a*  it  now  stood  in  Ireland,  had  been  the 
subject  of  considerable  doubt,  and  dif- 
ference of  opinion. 

Mr.  Secretary  Vox  said,  that  he  was  dis- 
posed  to  pav  every  attention  to  what  bad 
lath -ii  lioui  his  right  hon,  friend.  The  act 
in:pi>»ed  a  pecuniary  penalty  on  the  sheriffs, 
uulcvi  the  return  was  made  within  40  days ; 
but  it  was  not  meant  to  give  them  a  dis- 
e li-untiury  power,  to  postpone  their  return 
nt  a  uietiuVi  to  the  utmost  limit  prescribed 
by  the  law.  Still,  however,  as  some  mis- 
i  tiuiinu  tion  of  the  act  had  taken  place  in 
id  lam  lU'.lauceH,  he  did  not  wish  to  bear 
hud  on  anv  individuals,  who  had  not  com- 
plied with  what  appeared  to  him  the  plain 
iiii-iiinmi  ol  the  act.  The  only  question 
t..i  the  house  to  consider  would  now  there- 
i..ir.  he.  whether  it  would  be  proper  to 
turn  ml  the  act,  so  H8  to  remove  every 
ilnuhi,  t»v  whether  a  resolution  of  the  house 
we-uld  he  nutlieiont  to  prevent  any  such  ir- 
ivyuLuitv  h>i  the  future. 

Mi.  /.!<•  htated  for  the  information  of  the 
lituwe,  that  the  sheriffs  in  Ireland  had  a 
power  which  was  not  possessed  in  this 
4vuntrv-  1»  Nn*  CrtSC  °*  a  return  for  a 
tuuut\  member  in  Ireland)  %h%  *-« *  i       * 


nays-general  of  the  diffifci 
given  opinions  diametric! 
was  enough  to  shew  thai 
apprehension  existed  o* 
act. 

Sir  V.  Gibbs  said,  it  i 
penalty  could  not  be  lev 
made  their  return  withii 
scribed  by  the  act.— Mr, 
to  abandon  the  motion 
given  notice* 

[Witnesses'  Declarj 
Attorney-General  having 
house  resolve  itself  inti 
the  Witnesses'  Declaratq 

Mr.  Perceval  said,  thai 
nion  there  was  no  necess 
bill,  yet  he  would  defer  hit 
it  till  it  had  received  t 
which  were  likely  to  be 
mirtee,  and,  therefore,  1 
pose  it  in  the  present  flta 
but  he  could  not  avoid  n 
on  the  bill,  which  had  v 
rable  weight.    The  desi, 
to  enact  that  to  be  the  J 
opinion  of  a  majority  oi 
it  appeared  to  him,  thi 
judges,'  who  approved  c 
the  bill,  intended  to  givi 
nion.    They  seemed  to 
be  exceptions  from  the 
The  preseut  bill,  thcrefi 
cribe  to  them  the  unqui 
an  opinion  which  they 
certain  exceptions.    Thi 
which  be  should  take 
urging  against  the  bill,  u 
lilications  of  the  general 
troduced  into  it. 

The  Attorney-Genera 
his  learned  friend  had 
dissatisfied  with  the  pri 
he  submitted  it  to  him, 
not  be  more  consistent 
in  its  present  progress,  \ 
objections  to  the  princip 
to  urge  those  objection 
had  spent  much  time  ah* 
amendment  of  the  bill, 
all,  it  might  see  reason  : 
gether. 

The  Master  of  iht  J 
consistency  of  bis  let 
could  not  help  consider] 
as  unnecessary,  but  he 
degree  of  deference  to  n 
who  s     ft   it  other*  ibbv 

<Mt*l  4MUS»»tf|| 
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not  very  u n sat ts factory,  it  should 
ten  meet  with  much  opposition  from 

Mild  he  been  culled  upon  to  give 
pinion  on  the  subject  of  the  bill,  he 
d  have  given  that  which  was  held  by 
linority  of  the  judges.  Hut  since  the 
■ity  of  the  judges  had  given  a  solemn 
ion  on  the  point,  for  the  purpose  of 
ig  the  opinion  of  the  lords  on  a  bill 
;■  lhat  house,  he  could  not  help  cou- 
nt; the   matter  as  sufficiently  set   at 

Me  should  think  that  no  judge  would 
forth  act  upon  his  own  private  opi- 

in  opposition  to  that  ol  the  majority, 
it  could  not  fail  to  be  overruled  by  the 
rity  of  the  judges.  The  law,  therefore, 
already  sufficiently  declared :  there 
)d  no  occasion  for  any  interference  of 

elature,  and  the  house  of  lords  had 
i  the  opinion  which  had  been  laid 
"lut,  as  it  had  been  already 
y  his  learned  friend,  the  majority 
judges  had  delivered  a  qualified  opi- 
They  said  that,  generally  speaking, 
is  compellable  to  answer.  This 
r,  converted  into  a  universal 
i,  what  tbey  only  delivered  as  a 
fiut  he  trusted  that  certain 
i  and  qualifications  would  be  in- 
into  the  bill;  and  in  that  case, 
Se  deference  which  he  felt  for  the 
>n  of  the  judges,  he  should  not  oppose 
ssing  into  a  law.— The  house  having 
'ed  itself  into  the  committee,  several 
intents  were  proposed  by  Mr.  Giles, 
i  were  agreed   to,   and  the  report  or- 

.ptl-rb  of  Tit*  Capf.  at  Goon 
.]  Lord  Garlics  said,  that  previous 
i  holidays  he  had  asked  his  majesty's 
lers  whether  they  intended  to  move 
Vote  of  Thanks  to  be  conferred  on 
lilitary  and  naval  commanders,  to 
;  meritorious  services  the  country  was 
ted  for  the  poBSeitiun  of  the  Cape  of 
Hope.  He  wafl  then  given  to  mi- 
nd, that  it  waa  thought  proper  to  wait 


cular  province,  he  would  have  been  er 
forward  on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  WUdham  begged  to  state  mo- 
liuetly  to  the  house,  in  answer  to  the 
lion  of  the  noble  lord,  that  his  maj' 
ministers  lusd  not  abstained  from  prop 
a  Vote  of  Thanks  on  this  occasion, 
any  want  of  approbation  of  the  coodc 
the  officers  and  men  who  had  heei 
gaged  in  the  expedition.  They  had 
all  that  was  wished  to  be  done,  and 
had  dune  it  well;  but  it  did  not  *; 
that  tbe  capture  of  the  Cape  was  a  mil 
exploit  of  that  splendid  nature  thalc 
for  such  a  distinguished  mark  of  appr 
tion  as  the  Thanks  of  the  Mouse,  w 
should  not  be  made  cheap  hy  being  toe 
quently  conferred.  A  certain  degre 
disci-L-tiona'y  judgment  with  regard  ic 
more  and  the  less,  must  be  left  with  m 


to  was  not  one  of  those  which  called  foi 
solemn'  Thanks  of  Parliament. 

Lord  Gui/its  t\'td  not  wish  to  enter  i 
the  merits  of  the  conquest.  The  acrji 
tion  of  the  Colony— (Here  the  noble  1 
was  interrupted  by  the  Speaker,  who 
served  that  there  was  no  question  be] 
the  house.) 


Wednv/iduy,  April  16*. 
[Minutes.]  Lord  Grenville  mover 
send  a  message  to  the  Commons,  inform 
thorn  that  his  majesty  had  been  gracion 
pleased,  in  pursuance  of  an  address  of  t 
House,  to  give  directions  for  fitting  u 
place  proper  in  Westminster- Hall  for 
Trial  of  Lord  Viscount  Melville.  Ore 
ed. — Lord  Grenville  adverted  to  the  i: 
lion  which  had  been  formerly  agreed  to 
the  house,  for  the  attendance  of  Wilnes 
on  the  ■J'Jth  of  April,  relative  to 
diargfS  against  Mr,  Justice  Fox,  and 
served  that  it  would  be  impossible  fur 
house  In  proceed  at  the  same  time  on 
trial  of  lord  .Melville,  and  in  theexami 
lion  of  the  charges  against  Mr.  Jus! 
l-'ox.  He  therefore  moved  todiscliar-e 
order,  and  renew  it  for  Monday,  the  1 
of  May.  The  marquis  of  Abercorn 
seined  to  the  motion;  which  was  agr 
to. — Lord  Holland,  after  referring  to 
Petitions  on  the  table  from 


in  the  different 


prifloj 


>  detain  their  lordships  by 
o  any  dibtiussion  upon  Hie  subj, 
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tended  to  move,  no  longer  necessary,  as 

they  were  merely  extracts  from  what  liad 

been  already    communis  ntcd   in    anothi 

place.     He  therefore  relinquished  his  ii 

tention  of  moving  for  thaw  papers.     Lord 

A.  Hamilton  Immediately  gave  untie*,  that 

on  Monday  next  he  would  move  lor  the  pro-   penalty  i 

duction  of  those  India  papers  winch  thehc 

gent,  had,  to  bis  surprise,  declined  niovii  a 

for.— On  the  motion  of  Sir  J.  Newport,  the 

order  of  the  day  for  tbe  lid  reading  of  the 

Dublin  Paving  bill  was  read;  and   after 

some  conversation,  in  which  lord  Ue  Bla- 

quiere,  Mr.  Alexander,  ai  ■ ;  Dr.  I  ■..    .     ,.■.. 

took  a  part,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be1 

Head  a  td  time  on  tbe  1st  of  Way. 

[Watm>ord\Vrit.]  Kr/di  Ncwjiort 
rose  to  request  tbe  attention  of  the  house 
for  a  few  moments,  to  a  EDOCiou  which  hud 
been  appointed  for  this  day,  respecting  the1 
Sheriffs  of  Waterford.     He  hoped,  that  ii' 
it  should  appear,  that  what  had  been  done 
proceeded  from  ignorance,  or  inattention,   bii 
'tbe  house  wonld  be  inclined  to  pass  it  over, 
and  that  lenity  would  be  shewn  to  those 
who  had  been  chargeable  with  the  oversight, 
But  he  would  also  submit  to  the  consider 
ration  of  his  right  hon, 
given  notice  of  the  motion,  that  there  h 
been  some  difficulty  in  the  interprctatioi 
of  the  act  on  the  subject,  and  thai  tin  || 
as  it  now  stood  in  Ireland,  had  beer 
subject  of   considerable   doubt,  and 
ferenee  of  opinion.  ■ 

Mr,  Secretary  Fox-said,  that  he 
posed  to  pay  every  attention  to  Vt, 
fallen  from  his  right  hon.  friend, 
imposed  a  pecuniary  penalty 
unless  tbe  return  was  mad 
but  it  was  not  meant  to  give 
cretionary  power,  to  postpone 
of  a  member  to  the  utmost   u 
by  the  law.     Still,  however, 
construction  of  tbe  act  be 
'certain  instances,  be  did  | 
bard  on  any  individuals,  * 
plied  with  what  appeared 
meaning  of  the  act.    1 
for  the  house  to  consii 
fore  be,  whether  it  wi 
amend   the  act,  so 
doubt,  or  whether  ar 
would  be  sufficient  to 
regularity- for  the  future.  - 

Mr.  Let  stated  for 
bouse,  that  tbe  ah 
power  which  ^       < 
country.     In       ; 
•ounty 
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gent,  he  was  under  a  mistake,  for  he  had 
supposed  that  Mr.  Fordyce  was  at  the  head 
of  this  commission;  but  he  now  found  that 
that  gent,  was  at  the  head  of  the  creditors. 
There  was  something  in  this  transaction, 
altogether,  which  was  well  deserving  of, 
and  to  which  he  begged,  the  particular  at- 
tention of  the  house.  Why  it  should  have 
found  its  way  into  the  house  at  all,  but  still 
more  why  it  was  entertained,  why  it  ob- 
tained a  footing,  he  could  account  for  on 
no  satisfactory  ground.  Perhaps  it  was 
owing  to  the  operation  of  interest,  but  sure 
he  was  that  there  was  something  very  like 
contrivance  about  it.  '  For  himself,  he 
could  affirm  that  he  never  had  an  idea  that 
any  such  proposition  was  in  contempla- 
tion until  he  heard  of  the  notice,  just  before 
the  recess,  of  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring 
in  the  bill.  He  knew  nothing  of  a  com- 
mittee sitting  upon  the  subject,  and  there 
were  many  others  as  well  as  he,  whom  the 
knowledge  of  that  circumstance  had  en- 
tirely escaped  until  the  time  he  al- 
luded to.  Then,  as  to  the  subsequent 
course  of  the  hon.  gent.  The  very  daj?  af- 
ter the  recess,  the  first  upon  which  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  was  deliverable,  the 
hon.  gent,  came  forward  before,  he  (Mr.  F.) 
would  venture  to  say,  five  members  of  the 
house  had  read  the  report,  and  proposed  a 
motion  grounded  upon  it.  This  mode  of 
proceeding  no  one  could  deny  to  be  rather 
precipitate,  upon  a  subject  particularly  of 
so  much  importance.  To  obtain  a  little 
more  deliberation  as  to  a  circumstance 
which  gentlemen  were  much  mistaken  if 
they  supposed  of  inconsiderable  interest, 
•was  the  motive  which  induced  him  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  motions 
with  which  he  meant  to  conclude.  That 
all  the  presidencies  in  India  were  in  great 
distress,  was  notorious.  The  house  had  the 
authority  of  lord  Cornwallis  for  believing 
that  the  presidency  of  Madras  was  most 
seriously  embarrassed ;  and  that  this,  with 
the  other  presidencies,  was  running  in  debt 
as  fast  as  money  could  be  had  to  borrow. 
Into  these  general  distresses,  however,  he 
did  not  at  present  propose  to  enter,  nor 
should  he  go  into  any  discussion  about  the 
general  state  of  India.  But  he  would  con- 
line  himself  to  the  particular  object  he  had 
in  view,  which,  he  wished  it  to  be  under- 
stood, had  no  connection  with  any  other 
'  question  respecting  India,  which  was  be- 
■  fore  the  house.  Lord  Wellesley  had,  he 
believed,  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it. 
It  referred  principally  to  a  consideration  of 


our  assets  in  India,  and  how  far  these  assets 
were  competent  to  meet  the  claims  upon 
them.  For  it  was  material  for  parliament 
always  to  bear  in  mind,  that  what  the  India 
company  could  not  discharge,  would  ulti- 
mately fall  upon  the  finances  of  this  coun- 
try. Therefore  it  behoved  the  house  care- 
fully to  examine  every  claim  upon  the  re- 
sources of  that  company.  He  lamented 
that  more  of  his  majesty's  ministers  were 
not  present  at  the  discussion  of  a  question 
of  this  nature,  and  that  those  who  were 
present  did  not  give  to  the  question  the 
attention  which  it  deserved — (there  was  at 
the  time  some  conversation  upon  the  trea- 
sury bench) .  Still,  however,  he  would  per- 
sist in  his  purpose;  and  he  promised  those 
gentlemen  that  they  would  speedily  feel 
that  this  subject  must  be  attended  to.  At 
all  events  he  would  not  fail  to  attend  to  it : 
for  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  could  be 
sunk  or  broken  down  by  the  desertion  or 
inconsistency  of  any  set  of  men.— Revert- 
ing to  the  subject  to  which  he  was  about  to 
attract  the  notice  of  the  house,  the  hon. 
member  remarked  upon  the  equivocal  cha- 
racter of  these  frequent  claims  upon  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot.  A  great  deal  of  such 
claiiris  had  been  already  paid.  After  the 
payment  of  several  millions  (five  or  six),  it 
was  naturally  supposed  that  no  more  debts 
were  to  be  heard  of.  But  still  some  pre- 
tended creditors  started  up.  If  such  pre- 
tensions were  attended  to,  he  really  belie- 
ved that  the  whole  revenue  of  the  Carnatic 
would  be  insufficient  to  answer  them ;  and 
if  not,  then  they  must  come  upon  this 
country.  He  therefore  cautioned  the  house 
to  pause  upon  a  transaction,  of  the  charac- 
ter of  which  scarcely  any  one  who  heard 
him  could  be  wholly  ignorant;  for  every 
one  must  remember  something  of  the  Na- 
bob of  Arcot'.s  debts;  it  was  a  tolerably 
notorious  topic.  That  distinguished  states- 
man, Mr.  Burke,  had  many  years  since 
very  properly  stated  his  opinion,  that  a 
combination  bf  evidence  served  to  shew 
that  sums  had  been  distributed  for  a  course 
of  years,  in  the  name  of  the  old  Nabob  of 
Arcot,  to  the  servants  of  the  East-India 
company,  in  a  most  scandalous  manner, 
and  that  there  was  strong  reason  to  suspect 
that  most  part  of  the  debts  demanded  were 
wholly  fictitious.  And  that  great  orator 
shewed  that,  even  if  these  debts  were  really 
due,  they  were,  from  their  amount,  calcu- 
lated to  excite  alarm,  as  the  affairs  of  the 
company  were  60  distressed,  as  to  be  un- 
equal to  their  liquidation.    This  the  houie 
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he   should   merely  observe,  that   he  had 

prepared  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  that  de- 
scription of  persons,  which  was  framed  in 
the  same  manner  a*  former  bills  of  that  na- 
ture. He  intended  to  propose,  that  the 
bill  should  be  printed,  and  that  it  should  be 
read  a  second  time  as  soon  as  possible  af- 
ter the  prints  were  ready.  His  lordship 
presented  the  bill,  which  was  read  a  lira 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  On  the 
motion  of  the  nolle  lord,  several  accounts 
were  ordered  of  the  number  of  persons 
confined  for  Debt  in  (Me rent  prisons. 


HOUSE   <)>    COMMON'S. 

Wednesday^  April  l6\ 

[Minutes.]  Lord  Temple  brought  up 
a  petition  from  Mr.  Lyon,  the  agent  for  the 
island  of  Jamaica,  against  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  Importation  of  Slaves  into  such 
of  our  colonies  and  settlements  in  the  West 
Indies,  as  have  been  surrendered  to  his 
majesty  during  the  present  war.  His  lord- 
ship said,  that  the  petition  had  been  put 
into  his  bauds,  and  he  therefore  thought  it 
adviseuble  to  present  it;  but  he  begged  it 
to  be  understood,  that  in  so  doing,  he  did 
not  pledge  himself  at  all  ou  the  subject 
matter  of  it.  The  petition  was  ordered  to 
lie  ou  the  table  till  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  and  that  the  petitioners  should  be 
heard,  by  counsel,  against  the  said  bill,  if 
they  thought  fit.— Mr.  Mitford,  from  the 
exchequer  in  Scotland,  presented  an  ac- 
count of  Grants  made  out  of  forfeited 
Estates  in  Scotland,  and  the  Balances  due 
out  of  the  same.  Also,  an  account  of  all 
Malt  chargeable  with  duty  in  Scotland. — 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  the 
house  resolved  into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 
in  which  the  usual  Annual  Votes  for  Mis- 
cellaneous Services  were  agreed  to.— The 
house  having  resolved  into  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  Mr.  Vansittart,  with  a 
view  to  the  object  of  which  he  had  given 
notice  yesterday,  namely,  that  of  making  a 
proportionate  Additiou  to  the  Duty  upon 
East  and  West  India  Sugar,  moved,  that  an 
additional  Duty  of  1*.  per  cwt.  should  be 
imposed  upon  East- India  Sugar  imported. 
And  also,  that  upon  the  exportation  of  the 
same,  a  drawback  should  be  allowed  of 
equal  amount. 

[Debts  of  the  Nabobs  of  Ar- 
cot.]  Mr.  Fra7icis9  pursuant  to  his  no- 
tice on  a  former  day,  rose  to  bring  forward 
his  motion  for  the  production  of  papers 
respecting  the  Debts  of  the  Nabobs  of  Ar- 
cot.     But,  before  he  proceeded  10  intro- 


duce his  motion,  he  beggec 
the  hon.  gent,  behind  him  ( 
a  question  or   two,  the  ai 
might  probably  save  some 
appeared  that  an  agreemer 
tered  into  betweeu  the  din 
dia  company  and  the  cred 
bob  of  Arcot,  in  conseqm 
commission  had  been  appoi 
to  know  who  were  the  pers 
commission,  and  by  whom 
paid  ?    Not  having  been  al 
house  on  Monday**  when  t 
whom  he  referred,  brought 
he  was  under  the  necessity 
more  information   upon  tJ 
perhaps   other  gentlemen 
wished  to  hear  it  account 
hon.  member  should  have 
to  bring  forward  this  meas 
as  he  understood  him  to 
he  accepted  the  office  very 
but  yielded  to  the  iinporti 

Air.  Hob  home  said,  it  wi 
the  hon.  gent,  should  be  a 
tisfactorily  informed  upo 
The  hon.  gent,  had  not  be 
he  had  first  stated  his  j 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  i 
present  question  would  no 
cessary.  The  commission 
sisted  of  three  persons ;  i 
I  lob  ho  use),  a  Mr.  Horner, 
nated  in  consequence  of  ai 
Ryder,  haviug  withdrawn 
commission,  and  Mr.  Cocl 
mer  was  a  gent,  conversant 
the  latter  an  old  servant  of 
pany,  and  much  experieo 
fairs.  With  respect  to  t 
their  appointment,  it  was  : 
rectors  of  the  East-India  c 
currence  with  the  creditor 
to  their  remuneration,  it  wi 
according  to  the  habit  o 
commissions,  namely,  of  1 
turn  meruit,  when  the  bus 
gone  through.  Hoping  1 
to  the  hon.  gent.'s  questic 
satisfactory,  he  had  only 
that  if  the  papers  for  whicl 
move  were  of  the  nature 
taught  to  understand,  his 
meet,  on  his  part,  no  resis 

Mr.  Francis  thanked  thi 
the  verv  candid  and  satisfa 
had  been  pleased  to  give  i 
lie  confessed,  that  from  l 
which  he  had  just  receive 


i  01  tne  nouse.  nay  it  snouia  nave 
its  way  into  the  house  at  all,  but  still 
why  it  was  entertained,  why  it  ob- 
a  footing,  he  could  account  for  on 
isfactory  ground.  Perhaps  it  was 
to  the  operation  of  interest,  but  sure 
that  there  was  something  very  like 
■ance  about  it.  '  For  bimsell,  he 
iffirm  that  he  never  bad  an  idea  that 
ich  proposition  was  in  con  templa- 
te he  heard  of  the  notice,  just  before 
ess,  of  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring 
bill.  He  knew  nothing 'of  a  corn- 
sitting  upon  the  subject,  and  there 
nauy  others  as  well  as  he,  whom  the 
;dge  of  that  circumstance  had  en- 
escaped  until  the  time  be  al- 
to. Then,  as  to  the  subsequent 
of  the  bon.  gent.  The  very  day  af- 
recess,  the  first  upon  which  the  re- 
f  the  committee  was  deliverable,  the 
jnt.  came  forward  before,  he  (Mr.  F.) 
venture  to  say,  live  members  of  the 
bad  read  the  report,  unci  proposed  a 
i  grounded  upon  it.  This  mode  of 
ding  no  one  could  deny  to  be  rather 
itate,  upon  a  subject  particularly  of 
ix  importance.  To  obtain  a  little 
deliberation  as  to  a,  circumstance 
gentlemen  were  much  mistaken  if 
tpposed  of  inconsiderable  interest, 
t  motive  which  induced  him  to  call 
ration  of  the  house  to  the  motions 
Wcli  he  meant  to  conclude.  That 
presidencies  in  India  were  in  great 
s,  was  notorious.  The  house  had  the 
ity  of  lord  Cormvallis  for  believing 
je  presidency  of  Madras  was  most 
aly  embarrassed ;  and  that  this,  with 
.ier  presidencies,  Was  running  in  debt 
as  money  could  be  had  to  borrow. 
lese  general   distresses,  however,   he 

.  he  go  into  any  discussion  about  the 
d  state  of  India.  But  he  would  con- 
■mself  to  the  particular  object  he  had 
w,  which,  he  wished  it  to  be  under- 
bad  no  connection  with  any  other 
on  respecting  India,  which  was  be- 
ne house.  Lord  Wcllesley  had,  he 
ed,  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it. 
sired  principally  to  a  consideration  of 


luny  10  examine  every  claim  upon  i 
sources  of  that  company.     He  Ian 
that  more  of  his   majesty's  minister 
ot  present  at  the  discussion  of  a  qo 
of  this  nature,  and  that  those  who 
present  did  not  give  to  the  questic 
attention  whiih  it  deserved — (there  v 
the  time  some  conversation  upon  thf 
sury  bench).     Still,  however,  he  woul 
'n  bib  purpose;  and  he  promised 
gentlemen  that  they  would   speedili 
that  this  subject  must  be  attended  to. 
II  events  he  would  not  fail  to  attend 
for  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  cou 
sunk  or   broken  down  hy  the  desertti 
inconsistency  of  any  set  of  men. — Ri 
o  the  subject  to  which  he  was  abt 
tt  the    notice   of  the  house,  the 
member  remarked  upon  the  equivocal 
racter  of  these  frequent  claims  upoi 
Nabob  Of  A  root.      A   great   deal   of 
is  had   been  already  paid.     Afte 
payment  of  several  millions  (five  or  si 
was  naturally  supposed  that  no  more  i 
were  to  be  heard  of.     Rut  still  some 
tended  creditors  started  up.      If  such 
tensions  were  attended  to,  be  really  b 
red  that  thp  whole  revenue  of  the  Car 
vould  be  intiitricient  to  answer  them; 
if  not,   then  they  must  come   upon 
country,   lit  therefore  cautioned  the  h 
to  pnnte  upon  a  transaction,  of  the  chi 
ter  of  which  scarcely  anv  one  who  h 
him  could  be  wholly  ignorant;  for  e 
one  must  remember  something  of  the 
bob  of  Arcot'.s  debts;  it  was  a  toler 
torious  topic  That  distinguished  st; 
n,  Mr.  Burke,    had   many  years  s 
•y   properly   slated   his    opinion,  th. 
combination  Of  evidence  served   to  s 
sums  had  been  distributed  for  aca 
ears,  in  the  name  of  the  old  Nabu 
i>t,  to  the  servants  of  the  East-Ii 
ipany,  in  a  most  scandalous  man 
and  that  there  was  strong  reason  to  sus' 
that  most  part  of  the  debts  demanded  i 
wholly  fictitious.     And  that  great  or. 
shewed  that,even  if  these  debts  werere 
due,  they  were,  from  their  amount,  ca 
lated  to  excite  alarm,   as  the  affairs  of 
company  were  so  distressed,  as  to  be 
equal  to  their  liquidation.     This  the  ht 
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would  recollect  was  in  the  year  1784,  when 
he  situation  of  the  India  company  was  al- 
most prosperity  itself,  compared  to  what  it 
was  at  present.  But  even  then,  as  Mr. 
Burke  remarked,  the  company's  servants 
were  in  affluence,  while  the  company  itsell 
was  very  much  embarrassed.  Yet  although 
such  was  the  case,  although  the  company's 
servants  were  possessed  of  no  less  than 
10  millions,  still  their  claims  of  three  mil- 
lions of  debt  upon  our  subsidiary  princes 
were  paid  off  by  order  of  the  board  of 
controul,  against  the  strongest  remonstran- 
ces from  the  court  of  directors,  seconded 
by  the  opinion  of  lord  Macartney.  This 
served  to  shew  what  might  be  done  through 
the  interest  of  individuals,  notwithstanding 
this  distress  of  the  company's  affairs ;  and 
as  bearing  very  closely  upon  the  present 
question,  he  requested  gentlemen  to  look 
at  the  speech  of  Mr.  Burke,  to  which  he  re- 
ferred, and  which,  independently  of  its  re- 
levancy upon  this  occasion,  must  be  read 
with  pleasure  by  every  man  of  taste  ;  for 
certainly  among  all  the  productions  of  an- 
cient and  modern  eloquence,  nothing  could 
be  found  worthy  to  be  put  in  comparison 
with  it.  The  hon.  gent,  adverting  to  the 
bill  in  progress  through  the  house,  observed, 
that  it  was  not  accompanied  by  any  spe- 
cification whatever  of  the  amount  or  nature 
of  the  debts  to  which  it  was  meant  to  apply. 
This  specification  it  was  his  wish  to  obtain. 
Seeing  that  so  many  millions  had  been 
already  paid  on  this  score,  and  that  the 
more  these  claims  were  paid,  the  more 
they  seemed  to  grow,  he  desired  at  once 
to  ascertain  their  precise  extent ;  that 
knowledge  attained,  questions  would  then 
arise  whether  such  claims  were  made  by 
bond  fide  creditors  or  not ;  whether  any, 
and  which  of  them,  should  be  paid  ;  whe- 
ther, in  a  word,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
that  money  should  be  granted  to  such 
claimants  which  ought  to  be  applied  to  the 
support  of  our  army  and  navy  ?  That  no 
equitable  demands  were  to  be  found  among 
those  brought  forward,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say.  But,  before  any  were  ac- 
ceded to,  the  house  should  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  whole  amount.  It  would 
be  unsafe  to  proceed  without  such  know- 
ledge, for  if  a  comparatively  small  sum 
were  at  fn>t  granted,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  say  how  far  the  house  might  be  led  upon 
the  principle  of  that  grant.  It  might  not 
be  known  when  to  stop,  and  therefore  he 
thought  it  best  to  make  a  stand  hi  limine. 
4  Tire  ben.  gent,  took  occasion  to  appeal  to 


the  house  and  the  coun.tr 
of  assistance  he  had  ex  per 
who  ought  to  be  forward 
to  support  his  endeavour) 
investigation  of  the  affai 
this  instance  particularly 
for  whose  presence  and 
had  a  right  to  look;  arno 
respectable  member  for  1 
Smith),  whom  he  did  nc 
place,  and  from  whom  ir 
mation  could  be  had  up 
India.  There  was  anoi 
person  whose  aid  he  we 
pect — he  meant  the  Treat 
(Mr.  Sheridan).  In  regr 
absence  of  that  right  h 
sure  he  only  expressed  tb 
of  the  house.  He  lame 
for  many  reasons,  but  j 
count  of  the  loss  which  t 
sustained  in  consequence 
ticularly  wished  that  thii 
was  more  frequently  visil 
that  house,  and  as  he  hac 
of  seeing  him  there  or  els 
that  his  wish  would  be  < 
and  induce  him  to  attend 
the  right  hon.  gent.'s  bee 
was  not  to  deprive  that 
vantage  and  pleasure  w 
were  capable  of  afford) 
had,  unfortunately,  for  a 
but  very  seldom  seen  the 
tenauce.  But  it  was  to 
such  absence  would  notli 
could  not  suffer  himself  t 
that  right  hon.  gent,  wou 
advocate  the  cause  of  ju 
mind  and  his  feelings  wei 
tacbed  to  that  cause  to  re 
his  powers  to  serve  it  wer 
ed.  For  he  would  not 
volcano,  of  that  right  to; 
could  yet  be  burned  out. 
his  sincere  regret  for  tht 
Sheridan,  because  he  highl 
lents  and  integrity,  and  \ 
much  value  his  assistance, 
concluded  with  moving  ai 
monies  which  have  beenp 
creditors  of  the  Nabobs  of 
the  passing  of  the  act  o; 
present  majesty,  contain 
the  individuals  to  whom, 
count,  the  same  have  beei 
periods  when  the  debts 
and  when  paid,  and  dist 
veral  classes  of  debts  call 
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Mt,  the  cavalry  loan,  and  tbe  consoli- 
tttd  debt  of  1777  ;  and  also  diating niahiag 

epnuci;  al  of  the  said  debts  from  the  m- 
,:--i  churned  or  accruing  tbereon."  Tbis 
1  thought  the  more  necessary,  as  it  ap- 
Jtred  from  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord 
jostle  to  him  (lord  t'astU reagh),  which 
ii  atti-rivards  published  hv  him,  (see  vol. 
,  p.  I  US.)  that  the  interest-money  bad 
sen  converted  into  principal,  which  was 
*  principal  cause  of  the  great 
'  e  debt. 
'.  Favtl,  in  seconding  the  motion 
d  the  house  to  beware  bow  they 
1  the  principle  upon  which  the  bill 
r  hail.  gent.  (Mr.  llobhouse)  wu 
rd,  as,  it*  thai  principle  were  est* 
1,  claimants  would,  no  doubt,  im 
lately  come  forward  for  above  3  mil 
,  UMgod  in  be  due  in  tlie  same  wa; 
the  Nabob  of  Oude  and  other  nativi 
■Ml  I' id iit. 
li.U'hiiiheri  Kccne  seconded  the  mo 
Si  he  said,  he  believed  be  could  be  ubh 
me  light  on  tlie  causes  which 
i  involve  the  Nabob  of  the  Cj 
li  embarrassments  and  claims  of  debt 
mpanv's  servants.  Having  the 
in  early  and  long  intimacy  with 
Macartney,  who  was,  : 
governor  to  Mad 


tbe  aim 


Li-;!. 


rhis 


2  had 


;ed  th 


it  of  his  government  1i  hours,  when  be 
"Wived  a  message  tram  the  Nabob,  re- 
queslitig  to  see  him :  the  noble  lord  accord- 
ingly paid  an  immediate*  visit,  and  was 
Wotiijhed  to  find  it  was  for  the  purpose 
U  being  presented  by  the  Nabob  with  a 
«m  of  money  adequate  to  30,000/.  with 
poportwnate  lenders  to  the  officers  of  his 
Lord  Macartney  expressed  much 
shiuent,  and  declined  accepting  the 
t  ihe  same  time  wishing  to  know 
es  that  induced  such  an  offer:  he 
utold  by  the  Nabob,  that  it  was  quite 
ary  present  to  every  new  gover- 
i»i  bad  never  been  befi 


refused 
ion  of  propriety  what- 
n  eccepling  it ;  and  tlie  oiler  was  W 
»*Ued,  with  a  pressing  request  to  take   it, 

tit  was  considered  a  proper  compliment 
the  head  of  the  British  Government, 
ftm,  ever  since  the  taking  of  Pondi- 
| '•fry,  be  considered  as  liis  protector  a- 
tt  the  French.  Lord  Macartney,  how- 
•itlill  persisted  ill  his  refusal,  assuring 
'  e  same  lime,  of  his  deter- 
n  to  render  him  every  service  and 


protection  in  his  power,    as  earnest! 
if   he    had    accepted    his    present. 

what  was  the  result  of  this  generous, 
righi,  and  exemplary  integrity  and  i 
prudence  of  that  noble  lord  to  hinu 
Why,  tbat  his  conduct  wis  every  when 
probated  and   reviled  by  the  servant 
the  Company,   and  every  pains   takei 
slander,  misrepresent,  and  vilify  him, 
venturing  such  an   innovation    upon 
item  they  had  so  long  established; 
d   Macartney   resigned   a    goverun 
which  he  felt  untenable,  consistently  1 
feelings  of  a  man  of  honour.      Had 
hon.  gent,  heartily  approved  the  sysleu 
investigation  so  earnestly  recommends* 
the  lion,  mover,  and  observed,  that,  tho 
it    might   visit    with    compunctious     1 
Tigs    the    bosoms    and    apprehensions 
some  men,  who  had,  by  a  corrupt  ubus 
their  mission  in    Indui,  amasewl   rap 
enormous  fortunes,  those  who  hud  madt 
honourable  aud    upright   use  of  their 
ihority  there,   had  no  terrors  to  meet, 
qualms  to  be  excited   by  the   most  scr 
nous  investigation  :    "  Let  the  gulled  ja 
wince;  their  withers  were  unwrung." 
Mr.  J/i/cy  slddingtnn   said,   be   had 
,:  'itest  disposition  to  oppose  the  i 
the  lion,  gent.;  on  tbe  contrary, 
o  erant  him  the  papers  he  requir 
vtrv  dad  to  observe,  that  the  h> 
io  (.withstanding   the  declaration 
lort  time  since  made,  that  he  woi 
all  farther  interference  with  In 
questions,  seemed  of  late  rather  dispol 
to  promote  investigation  into  India  alia 
lie  rejoiced  at  the  circumstance;  becau 
from  the  hon.  gent.'s  great  knowledge  e 
extensive  experience  upon    India  subjei 
be  was  certainly  competent  to  throw  V 
important  lights  upon  such  subjects,  1 
bring  thorn  home  with  more  effect  to 
uliention   of    the   house   and    tlie   publ 
which  might  have  the  good  effect  of  iv 
del  in!;  ihe  servants  of  the  company  in  In 
less  lax  in  their  duties.    But  his  purp 
lor  rising  now  was,  to  set  the  lion,  nieml 
right  in  his  conception  of  the  bill,  the  ti 
objects  of  which  he  seemed 'wholly  to  n 
apprehend.  1 1  is  hon.  friend  bad  not  brouj 
forward  his  hill  with  the  precipitancy 
puted   to  him,  but  had  given  fair  notic< 
every  proceeding  with   respect  to   it;  I 
to  his  certain  knowledge,  the  report  up 
which   tbe  bill  was  founded   was  dclive: 
to  members  at  their  residence  on  the  Frit 
before  the  bill  was  introduced.     The  1 
was  not  a  call  on  parliament  to  sanct 
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the  claims  of  the  creditors  of  the  Nabob 
of  the  Canuitic,  nor  to  appoint  any  com- 
missioners: those  commissioners  had  been 
already  appointed  between  the  parties  at 
issue,  namely,  the  directors  and  the  claim- 
ing creditors ;  and  the  commissioners, 
with  an  earnest  view  to  the  strict  ends  of 
justice,  had  been  desirous  of  examining 
the  parties  brought  before  them  on  oath  ; 
•which,  however,  it  was  found  they  were  not 
legally  authorised  to  tender.  It  was  sug- 
gested then,  that  the  parties  might  be  exa- 
mined upon  their  voluntary  oaths ;  but, 
on  consultation  with  emiuent  law  authori- 
ties, it  was  found  that  this  mode  also  was 
objectionable,  Tbe  present  bill,  therefore, 
only  called  upon  the  authority  of  parlia- 
ment to  invest  the  commissioners  with 
power  to  administer  oaths  for  the  purpose 
of  their  enquiry,  and  to  render  parties 
swearing  falsely  liable  to  punishment  #for 
perjury,  ft  was  not  because  the  company 
wished  any  sanction  from  parliament  to  the 
authority  of  the  commissioners  to  enquire, 
for  to  that  they  were  already  legally  au- 
thorised, but  with  a  view  to  procure  for 
them  such  authority  as  should  best  tend  to 
obtain  that  justice  :  not  to  evade  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  justly  due,  but  to  separate 
jwst  claims  from  fraudulent  ones.  The 
hon.  gent,  had  said,  his  hon.  friend  had  not 
voluntarily  undertaken  this  business,  but 
had  been  induced  by  importunity  to  bring 
forward  this  bill.  It  was  certainly  true, 
his  hon.  friend  had  expressed  great  un- 
willingness to  interfere  in  this  business,  lest 
he  should  be  deemed  an  interested  party ; 
but  his  known  talents,  good  sense,  and  in- 
tegrity, made  it  extremely  desirable  that  a 
person  of  such  a  description  should  take 
an  active  part  in  the  business,  and  he  was 
induced  by  earnest  entreaty  to  forego  his 
*cruples,  and  assume  the  part  he  had  taken 
with  so  much  advantage  to  the  object  pro- 
posed. In  no  instance  bad  he  betrayed 
the  smallest  inclination  to  precipitate  the 
bill ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  set  out  with 
declaring  his  wish,  that  every  member  in 
the  house  should  have  the  fullest  informa- 
tion on  the  subject,  and  the  fullest  time 
that  could  be  desired  for  considering  it ; 
and  he  was  convinced,  that  if  the  hon. 
member  now  wished  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther proceeding  on  this  bill  to  a  more 
distant  day,  his  *""».  friend  would  concur 
with  the  utirr  '» 

Lord  Ca  * 

of  the  bil1 
the  last 


with  a  very  considerable 
claims  in  this  case,  there 
enormous  one  of  unjust, 
fraudulent  claims ;  and  it 
pose  of  enabling  the  Come 
criminate,  that  the  bill  wai 
discharge  of  the  just  debt 
ductive  of  important  ad' 
company,  and  it  was,  tbei 
to  ascertain  them,  in  ore 
settlement ;  and,  with  res; 
prehensions  expressed  by 
ber,  that  those  debts  might 
claims  upon  parliament,  t 
founded.    The  debts  wen 
the  revenues  of  the  Can 
those  revenues  annually  pi 
interest,  would  go  to  a 
wards  clearing  of!'  the  prin 
that  was  paid  off,  the  whole 
revert  to  the  company. 

Mr.  Serjeant  nest  obs 
deed  for  the  settlement  of  I 
consideration,  was  so  cont 
out  the  prospect  of  doing 
thing,  for  those  who  had  < 
and  of  doing  too.  much  1 
claims  were  fraudulent.  ] 
mands  under  consideratioi 
tended,  completely  illegal, 
to  sums  lent  against  a  pos 
liament. 

Mr.  Hobhovse  said,  that 
ment  made  by  his  right  I 
H.  Addington)  it  was  sa 
for  him  to  animadvert  upo 
ferred  against  him,  as  a  co 
having  introduced  this  mi 
ment.  The  explanation 
hon.  friend  had  given,  he 
be  satisfactory  to  the  housi 
should  be  at  his  ease. — T 
ever,  another  accusation  c 
gent.  (Mr.  Francis),  agair 
was  impossible  for  him  to 
lence.  lie  had  been  acci 
this  measure,  and  endeavo 
house  by  surprise.  The  ho 
that  the  printed  report  and 
delivered  to  the  member 
ment  before  the  subject 
Monday  last.  Here  the  hod 
a  mistake.  Thi 
ses  of  tbe 
ingin 
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to  contribute  ant  thing  towards  the  per- 
fection of  it.  However,  finding  also  that 
the  house  was  called  upon  to  declare  the 
*  provisions  of  this  hill,  according  to  the  opi*» 
nions  of  the  twelve  judges;  he  thought  it 
right  that  the  provisions  should  be  made  as 
much  as  possible  to  correspond  with  those 
opinions,  as  they  were  delivered.  The 
judges  by  no  means  laid  it  down  as  an  uni- 
versal proposition,  that  witnesses  were 
bound  to  auswer  all  questions,  to  criminate 
themselves.  They  all  admitted  that  there 
were  exceptions,  and  therefore  he  did  not 
think  the  legislature  should  interfere,  so  as 
to  establish  a  rule,  which  does  away  all  ex- 
ceptions. He  did  not  know  that  they  had 
stated  any  particular  cases  of  exception, 
and  he  could  only  conceive  them  to  have 
meant,  that  a1  man  was  not  bound,  in 
courts  of  law,  to  answer  questions  against 
which  he  would  be  protected  in  a  court  of 
equity.  What  he  wished,  therefore,  was, 
to  leave  the  discretion  of  the  judges  in  a 
court  of  law,  the  same  as  it  would  be  if  no 
such  bill  existed,  and  authorise  them  to  af- 
ford  the  same  protection  to  witnesses,  as 
would  be  allowed  them  in  a  court  of  equity. 
For  this  purpose  he  moved  0 a  proviso, 
"  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  should 
preclude  a  witness  from  objecting  to  such 
questions  as  he  would  not  be  called  upon 
to  answer  in  a  court  of  equity ;  nor  pre- 
clude the  judge  from  deciding  on  the  vali- 
dity of  such  objections/' 

The  Solicitor-General  (Mr.Romilly)  said, 
that  he  had  so  high  a  respect  for  the  opi- 
nion of  his  right  hon.  friend,  that  it  was. 
with  great  unwillingness  he  felt  himself 
obliged  to  dissent  from  him  on  the  present 
occasion.  The  great  objection  he  had  to 
this  proviso  was,  his  conviction,  that  the 
rules  of  evidence  at  common  law  could 
not  be  reversed,  or  remedied,  by  the  au- 
thority of  any  court  of  equity,  neither  were 
they,  in  fact,  determined  even  by  the  sta- 
tutes. No  judge,  in  a  court  of  common 
law,  would  allow  a  witness  to  state,  as  an 
objection  to  a  question,  that  he  would  not 
be  compellable  to  answer  it  in  a  court  of 
equity.  .  He  saw  not  the  least  necessity 
whatever  for  this  proviso,  which  might  oc- 
casion the  bill  to  be  th/owu  out  in  another 
house.  This  bill  would  not  oblige  a  judge 
to  compel  a  plaintiff  to  prove  that  the 
debt  he  sued  for  was  an  unjust  one,  nor 
would  a  court  of  equity  compel  a  man  to 
disclose  a  forfeiture  of  his  estate  by  a  breach 
of  contract ;  but  the  same  rules  were  not 
Applicable  tQ  courts  so  distinct.    At  Nisi 

Voh.  VI, 


PrivSy  the  judge  must,  of  necessity,  take 
upon  him  to  decide  on  a  sudden,  what,  in 
a  court  of  equity,  might  turn  out  to  be  a 
matter  of  great  nicety,  and  requiring  ma- 
ture deliberation*  Upon  these,  and  various 
other  grounds,  he  opposed  the  proviso,  as 
being  totally  unuecessary. 

The  Attorney-General  said,  he  gave  his 
right  hon.  friend,  who  spoke  last,  full  credit 
for  having  the  very  best  intentions ;  but, 
though  the  bill  originated  in  another  house, 
which  was  itself  the  supreme  court  of  ju- 
dicature in  the  kingdom,   and,  of  course, 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  highest  aud 
most  distinguished  law  authorities  in  the 
country,  he  could  not  help  feeling,  that  it 
was  capable  of  being  predicated  of  the  bill, 
that,  in  its  present  shape,  it  did  not  declare 
what  was,  in  fact,  the  opinion  of  the  twelve 
judges,  who  all  admitted  that  there  were 
exceptions  to  the  general  rule.     He  was, 
therefore,  ia  favour  of  the  proviso ;  for,  as 
the  law  would  stand  according  to  the  pre- 
sent bill,  the  judge  would  have  no  discre- 
tion, but  be  obliged  to  compel  a  witness 
to  disclose  every  thing*     A  man,  for  in- 
stance, may  hold  an  estate  by  a  defective 
title,  of  which  he  had  no  notice  when  he 
gave  a  valuable  consideration  for  it,  but  by 
this  bill,  the  judge  could  leave  him  no  al- 
ternative, but  compel  him  to  disclose,  upon 
oath,  that  defect,   which  would,  at  once, 
reduce  himself  and  his  family,  perhaps, 
from  affluence  to  a  workhouse.    The  laws 
of  evidence,  in  courts  of  justice,  were  not 
the  same  now  as  at  the  time  of  the  Cru- 
sades to  the  Holy  Land,  from  which  pe- 
riod, he  believed,  they  took  their  date  ; 
for,  during  the  space  of  30  years  that  lord 
Mansfield  presided  in  the  court  of  king's 
bench,   he  established  a  variety  of  rules 
which  were  not  in  use  before,  and  subse- 
quent chief  justices  had  followed  the  same 
precedent.      Upon  full  consideration,  he 
was  satisfied,  that  if  the  bill  were  not  qua- 
lified in   the  manner  now  proposed,  the 
judge  could  do  nothing  in  such  cases ;  and 
bound,  by  a  declaratory  law,  could  not 
even  listen  to  any  just  objections  relating 
to  the  effect  which  evidence  may  have  in 
any  civil  suits  to  be  afterwards  instituted. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  said,  that  his 
learned  friend  vMr.  Romilly)  certainly 
possessed,  in  a  very  eminent  degree,  the 
faculty  oi  expressing  himself  with  great 
accuracy,  as  well  as  flueucy ;  but  notwith- 
standing these  advantages,  he  must  con- 
fess,  that  with  all  the  attention  in  his  pow- 
er to  give  to  his  observations,  he  could  not 
3D 
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the  court  of  directors.  The  interfering  in 
the  business  originally,  was  very  far  from 
being  a  favourite  with  the  directors,  and  if 
they  could,  they  would  have  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  They  only  believed  that  there 
was  actually  something  due  to  the  credi- 
tors, and  all  their  wish  was  that  this*  should 
be  paid.  Such  was  the  object  of  the  bill. 
That  it  could  have  the  effect  of  making  a 
rise  in  the  value  of  the  debts,  he  could  not 
conceive.  The  very  reverse  must  have 
been  the  case.  It  reduced  the  annuities  at 
the  outset,  to  the  one-half,  by  making  the 
interest  6  instead  of  12  per  cent.;  and  the 
principal  must  have  experienced  a  propor- 
tional depreciation. — The  motion  was  then 
put  and  agreed  to. 


occasion,  and  seemed  to  a 
idea  with  his  noble  then 
misconception  of  the  nol 
With  the  latter,  he  concoi 
ject  adverted  to  wa»  om 
importance,  and)  that  full 
ought  to  be  allowed  noble 
gate  and  to  make  up  the* 
su  bjecU  1  Iowever*  he  6k 
cessary  to  postpone  the  i 
til  the  next  session;  for 
day  next,  it  was  his  inten 
ward  a  bill  to  the  effect  al 
the  consideration  of  whic 
second  reading,  he  certai 
full  juid  sufficient  time.— 
read  a~2d  time,  and  comn 


HOUSE  OJT  LORDS. 

Thursday,  April  17 '• 

[American  Intercourse  Bill.]  Lord 
Auckland,  in  moving  the  order  for  the  2d 
reading  of  the  bill  upon  this  subject,  briefly 
adverted  to  the  circumstance  of  a  noble 
friend  of  his,  then  absent,  who  would  re- 
serve his  sentiments  upon  the  subject  for 
the  committee.  He  would  therefore  move, 
44  that  the  bill  be  now  read  a  2d  time." 

Lord  Hawkesbury  did  not  mean  to  oppose 
the  motion,  particularly  as  he  understood 
from  his  noble  friend,  that  it  was  intended 
to  render  the  prospective  part  of  the  mea- 
sure, or  rather  that  which  was  thrown  out 
on  a  former  evening,  as  intended,  by  means 
of  an  additional  clause,  respecting  ihe  dis- 
cretionary powers  to  be  vested  in  the  gover- 
nors of  the  islands,  the  matter  of  a  dis* 
tinct  and  separate  bill.  Respecting  this 
very  important  consideration,  however, 
which  involved  topics  of  the  greatest  con- 
sequence to  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
empire,  be  had  it  seriously  to  recommend 
it  to  the  attention  of  ministers,  that  under 
the  circumstances,  it  was  preferable  to 
postpone  the  discussion  of  that  part  of  the 
subject  till  the  next  session.  This  pro- 
ceeding would  not  only  not  operate  inju- 
riously, but  not  be  productive  of  any  in- 
convenience. His  lordship  pressed  this 
point  upon  the  serious  consideration  of 
ministers,  and  adverted  to  the  importance 
of  any  topic  which  so  deeply  involved  the 
commercial  concerns  of  the  country,  and 
its  navigation  laws,  as  that  to  which  he  al- 
luded. 

Lord  Auckland  shortly  expressed  his  opi- 
nion, that  his  noble  friend  seemed  to  mis- 
conceive what  had  fallen  from  him. 

Lord  Holland  made  a  few  remarks  on  the 


HOUSE  OP   COM 

Thursday,  Af< 
[Minutes.]  A  new 
for  the  borough  of  Kinsi 
the  room  of  Samuel  C 
esq.  who  has  accepted  i 
dreds. — Mr.  Francis,  pw 
reading  of  the  bill  for  extt 
of  the  commissioners  fo 
Debts  of  the  princes  of  Um 
to  throw  it  out,  in  the  wai 
or  a  notice,  that  he  thot 
proper  for  the  members  O 
were  of  the  legal  professk 
to  give  an  opinion,  whet 
construction  of  the  act  o1 
of  directors  of  the  East-fat 
a  right,  by  law,  todelegal 
which  they  were  invested  I 
missioners  or  any  other  J 
motion  of  sir  P.  Stephen 
into  a  committee  on  the 
the  discovery  of  the  Long 
tion  granting  10,000/.  for 
the  act  was  agreed  to.-'—' 
sir  J.  Sinclair,  a*  commit! 
to  examine  into  and  repel 
already  made  payable  oul 
Estates  in  Scotland*  as  i 
relating  thereto.  *  - 
[Witnesses'  Declabj 
house  having  resolved  itsi 
tee  on  this  bill, 

The  Master  of  the  Roi 
what  had  passed  upon  sv 
he  had  reason  to  expecfi 
tions  as  he  had .  stated 
been  obviated ;  and  ei 
found  it  tp  be  so  intern 
having  declared  his  o\ 
was  quite  unnecessary, 
S 
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La  contribute  any  thing  toward: 
iectniu  of  it.     However,  finding  also  "that 
the  house  was  called  upon   to  declare  tbf 
provisions  of  this  hill,  according  in  the  opi- 
nions of  the  twelve  judges,  he  thought  it 
tight  that  the  provisions  should  be  MM  as 
much  at  possible  to  correspond  faith  those 
•pinions,     as   they   won   delivered.     The 
judge*  by  no  means  laid  it  down  as  i 
TWittl    proposition,    that    witnesses    were 
bound  to  answer  all  questions,  to 
Ibeaiselves.     They  all  admitted  that  there 
**re  exceptions,   and  therefore  he  did  not 
tliink  the  legislature  should  interfere 
to  establish  a  rule,  which  does  away 
captions.     He  did  not  know  that  they  had 
Hated  any  particular  cases  of  excepti 
•ad  he  could  only  conceive  them  to  have 
meant,    that    a    man   was    not  bound, 
worts  oi  law,  to   answer  questious  against 
*hicli  he  would  be  protected  in  a  court  of 
eooilv.     What  he  wished,  therefore,  was, 
taleave  the  discretion  of  the  judges  in  a 
t  of  law,  the  same  as  it  would  be  if  no 

:b  hill  existed,  and  authorise  them  to  af- 
rl  the  same  protection   to  witnesses,  as 

ttuld  be  allowed  them  in  a  court  of  equity. 
'  this  purpose  he  moved, a  proviso, 
it  nothing  in  this  act  contained  should 
ea  witness  from  objecting  to  such 
■  he  would  not  be  called  upon 
toaiiMYiT  in  ;i  court  of  equity;  nor  pre- 
clude the  judge  (mm  deciding  un  the  vali- 
dity of  such  objections." 

"ttnSotwitar-Otaexat  (Mr.Romilly)  said, 
that  he  had  so  high  a  respect  lor  (lie  opi- 
nion of  his  right  hou.  friend,  that  it  was 
»ith  great  un« iUtOgnM -  he  felt  himself 
ofcli^td  to  distent  from  bun  on  the  present 
wcasion.  'I  lie  en  j|  obji  rlioii  he  had  to 
ihjs  proviso  was,  hia  conviction,  that  the 
rules  of  evidence  at  common  law  eould 
»otbe  reversed,  or  remedied,  by  the  au- 
4ority  of  an_v  court  of  equity, neither  were 
tbey,  in  fact,  determined  even  by  the  sta- 
tates.  No  judge,  in  a  couit 
tw,  would  allow  a  witness  to  state 
<4jectiuii  to  a  quest  lot  i,  that  lie  Would  not 
■»  compellable  to  answer  it  in  a  court  of 
•flity.  lie  saw  not  the  least  necessity 
whatever  for  this  proviso,  which  might  <>c- 
(Mdo  the  bill  to  be  Lli/owu  out  in  another 
knne.    This  bill  would  not  oblige  a  judge 

■Gold  a  court  of  equitv  compel  a  man  to 
lactase  a  forfeiture  of  his  estate  by  abicach 
>f  contract ;  but  the  fane  rules  were  not 
Mbcable  to  couils  so  tiistinut.  At  Nin 
Vol-  VI. 


'oty  BiU. 

Prist,  the  judgo  must,  of  necessity, 
upon  him  M  decide  on  a  sudden,  wha 
a  court  of  equity,  might  turn  out  to 
matter  of  great  nicety,  and  requiring 
turcdfilibcratiou.  Upon  these,  and  vai 
other  grounds,  he  opposed  the  pro  vice 
being  totally  unnecessary. 

The  Aitiimcit-Gencral  said,  he  gave 
right  hon.  friend,  who  spoke  last,  fullcl 
lor  having  Ilia  very  best  intentions; 
though  the  bill  originated  in  another  ho 
which  was  itself  the  supreme  court  of 
dkature  in  the  kingdom,  imd,  of  con 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  highest 
most  distinguished  law  authorities  in 
country,  be  could  not  help  feeling,  tha 
was  capable  of  being  predicated  of  the 
that,  in  Us  present  shape,  it  did  not  dec, 
what  was,  in  fact,  the  opinion  of  the  M 
judges,  who  all  admitted  that  there  v. 
captions  to  the  general  rule.  He  t 
crefore,  in  favour  of  the  proviso  ;  for, 
the  law  would  stand  according  to  the  f 
bill,  the  judge  would  have  no  disc 
,  but  be  obliged  to  compel  a  witn 
to  disclose  every  thing.  A  man,  for 
itance,  may  hold  an  estate  by  a  defect 
title,  of  which  he  had  no  notice  when 
gave  a  valuable  consideration  for  it,  but 
this  bill,  the  judge  could  leave  him  no 
ternativc,  but  compel  him  to  disclose,  up 
Oatft,  that  defect,  which  would,  at  on 
reduce  himsell  and  his  family,  pcrha] 
I'roin  affluence  to  a  workhouse.  The  la 
jf  evidence,  in  courts  of  justice,  were  r 
the  same  sow  as  at  the  time  of  the  Ci 
=ades  to  the  Holy  Land,  from  which  j: 
riod,  he  believed,  they  took  their  dati 
tor,  during  the  apace  of  30  years  that  lo: 
Mansfield  presided  in  the  court  of  kirn 
bench,  he  established  a  variety  of  rul 
Inch  were  not  in  use  before,  and  subs 
uent  chief  justices  had  followed  the  san 
precedent.  Upon  full  consideration,  I 
iaiisfied,  that  if  the  bill  were  not  qui 
I  in  the  manner  now  proposed,  tl 
judge  could  do  nothing  in  such  cases;  an 
bound,  by  a  declaratory  law,  could  n< 
even  listen  to  any  just  objections  relatin 
lo  the  effect  which  evidence  may  have  i 
any  civil  suits  to  be  afterwards  instituted. 
The  Matter  oftht  Hulls  said,  that  h 
learned  friend  ^Mr.  Roiniliy)  certain] 
possessed,  in  a  very  eminent  degree,  tti 
lat-ulty  of  expressing  himself  with  grei 
accuracy,  as  well  as  fluency  ;  but  itotwitl 
standing  these  advantages,  he  must  coi 
less,  that  with  all  the  attention  in  his  pow 
er  to  give  to  bis  observations,  he  could  nt 
3D 
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comprehend  whether  he  gave  it  as  his  opi- 
nion, thai  after  this  bill  should  pass  into  a 
Jaw,  the  judge  would  have  the  same  dis- 
cretionary power  in  these  cases,  as  he  pos- 
sessed at  present.  If  that  were  the  true 
construction  of  the  bill,  he  should  pot 
persist  a  moment  longer,  nor  have  any  ob- 
jection to  withdraw  his  motion,  which  would 
be  rendered  unnecessary,  if  the  judge  were 
not  bound  to  decide  according  to  this  law. 
If  the  house  should  think  proper  to  do  so, 
he  should  feel  no  reluctance  to  referring 
this  bill,  in  its  present  form,  to  the  twelve 
judges,  and  call  upon  them  to  say,  whe- 
ther it  weie  declaratory  of  their  opinions? 
lor  his  own  part,  he  could  not  find  the 
rule  so  much  insisted  on,  in  any  of  the 
books  of  law,  except  in  cases  where  it  had 
a  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  a  court 
of  equity  ;  neither  did  be  know  of  any  au- 
thority on  which  the  judges  could  have 
been  induced  to  ground  their  exception, 
except  that  of  a  single  case,  to  be  found 
in  the  Heports  of  lord  chifcf  justice 
Parker.     The  case  he  alluded  to  was^that 


common  sense  of-  max 
however,  very  far  from  I 
agree  to  this  observatic 
Blacks  tone ;  for*  to  carr 
tent,  it  would  tend  to  d< 
tion  between  courts  of  L 
equity.  The  appreher 
heretofore  upon  this  subj 
courts  of  law  might  one 
as  far  as  a  court  of  equii 
of  the  bill  would  be,  t 
much  farther.  j\s  far  ai 
ou  the  subject,  no  law  yet 
sed  on  a  defendant  the  nc 
that  his  demand  was  not 
wise  a  man  who"  had  no  < 
he  could  enforce  a  clain 
by  the  oath  of  the  plait 
a  full  disclosure,  and  a 
him  to  the  penalties  of 
giving  evidence  against  a 
which  he  believed  was 
in  the  judicial  or  muni 
of  any  country.  So  far 
with  us,  that  in   all  cat 


of  M'Queen  v.  Newman,  in  which  it  was  judges  were  in  the  habit 


held,  that  a  witness  was  not  bound  to  an- 
swer any  questions,  against  which  he  would 
be  protected  in  a  court  of  equity.  Lord 
J\iati6field,  through  a  long  course  of  years 
maintained  the  same  doctrine  ;  but  his  suc- 
cessor, lord  Kenyoo,  denied  even  the  exist- 
ence of  the  rule.  The  same  judge,  how- 
ever, in  a  case  of  an  arbitration,  which  af- 
terwards failed,  decided  on  the.  trial  of  the 
cause  in  court,    that  the  party  was   not 


bound   to    disclose    any  compromise    he  would  subject  him  to  a  ] 


might  have  offered  to  make,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  arbitration.  But 
however  these  decisions  might  occasion- 
ally have  varied,  of  this  he  was  positively 
jcertain,  and  ready  at  any  time  to  maintain, 
that  according  to  the  genius  and  principles 
of  the  old  law  of  England,  a  witness  was 
no  more  compellable  to  confess  a  debt 
than  he  was  to  confess  a  felony.  Were  it 
otherwise,  the  consequence  must  be,  that 
in  a  civil  suit,  a  man  might  be  obliged  to 
disclose  a  former  transaction,  in  which  he 
was  guilty  of  perjury,  the  effect  of  which 
might  be  to  ruin  him  in  his  circumstances  ; 
in  many  cases,  even  to  aft'e.ct  his  life.  In 
treating  of  this  subject,  in  his  Commenta- 
ries, Hlackstone  observed,  that  the  law  was 
different  on  both  sides  of  Westminster- 
hall;  for  that  the  court  of  chancery  de- 
c-ided  one  way,  and  the  court  of  king's 
bench  another  ;  but  he  continued  to  say, 
that 'he  felt  himself  at  a  loss  to  determine 
how  thjs  variance  could  bo  reconciled  to  the 


nesses  against  making  ad 
any  evidence  which  mig 
ject  themselves  to  punish 
law  of  England,  until  J 
William,  when  it  was  t 
even  in  actions  of  tre*pi 
amercement,  for  not  oi 
writ ;  but  no  attempt  wt 
in  former  times,  tb  exact 
ant  a  confession  of  that  d 


neral  rules  of  evidence, 
were  not  governed  by 
any  analogy  with  the  pi 
courts  of  equity;  for  dc 
of  Henry  VI 11.  no  such 
of  chancerv  was  ever  km 
England.  Another  bad  c< 
in  his  opinion,  result  it 
was  now  proposed,  whicj 
purpose  of  enforcing  it, 
must,  before  their  dec 
points,  be  acquainted  wj 
the  court  of  chancery, 
conversant  with  it  must  I 
be  learned  in  that  court 
made  the  rules  of  comnuj 
formable  to  those  of  anqj 
was  not  recognised,  or  eij 
at  the  time  that  these  ru| 
ed.  For  all  these  reasojl 
the  objections  offered,  taj, 
it  should  be  prpved  tkfttyj 
was  unnecessary, 


*j 
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The  ■Solicitcr-Grnrral,  in  reply  to  what 
m«  asked  by  bis  right  tran.  and  learned' 
Vtend,  in  one  part  of  his  speech,  was 
baprty  in  being  able  Co  declare  to  him  his 
decided  opinion,  that  after  this  bill  should 

Einto  a  law,  the  judges  would   be  as 
h  lit  liberty  to  protect   a   witness  from 
wkj  disclosure,  by  omission  of  the  cotwii- 
iws  of  forfeiture,  or  any  defect  of  title 
:    <    1 1  ■.'  -,  H  they  Would  he,  if  there  were 
n  »uch  law  in  existence.     He  would   not 
fiwiuine   to   state,  that    the    ingenuity   of 
•Mid  gentlemen  might  not  devise  a  case, 
bit  Iiislmaginatiou  was  incapable  of  form- 
at; lo  himself  any,  in  which  a  witness,  if 
•witioned    ns-  to  any  defect  of  his  title, 
•Jght  not  answer,    under  the  sanction  and 
protection  dt  the  cimrt,  *'  I' do  not  think 
■yself  obliged,  and  therefore  will  not  an- 
sr  am- question,  the  effect  of  'which  may 
to  deprive  tne   of  my  estate."      In  con- 
Mo*  the  opinions  as  delivered  by  the 
elvejudges,  he  did  not  find  that  there  was 
j  one  of  them  who  stated,  that  the  rules 
evidence    in  courts  of  law  were  to  be 
icd    by   any   reference    whatever 
of  equity,  but  that  they  all   ms 
*■  contrary  doctrine.  '  As1  to  the 
of  this  declaratory  bill,  be  sai< 
the  Uncertainty  which  prevai 


subject,  fro 


of  t 


■   JUdj 


(the  master 


oils), 
.ns   of 


the  Minority.  It  was  some  saii^'nedo! 
however,  to  reflect,  that,  to  the  a  judge: 
"best  opinion  was  in  favour  of  the  obliga 
t»«  on  witnesses  to  answer  such  questions 
m  might  afterwards  sulijceL  them  to  riril 
process,  were  lo  be  added  the  authoi 
•ho  of  the  present  and  late  lord  char 
h»:  so  that  of  the  persons  who  mue 
considered  as  best  emalified  to  det 
,  fere  were  10  who  maintained,  'hat 
netses  could  not  prolect  themselves  1 
•mwering  such  CjuefUor.s,  against  only  4- 
•So- seemed  to  hold  a  different  opinion 
Mr.  PtrctVal  said,  he  thought  it  w. 
bt  much  better  if  the  bill  bad  nut  been 
brought  in,  and  very  much  to  be  desired 
fat  it  should  not  pats.  It  was  a  grew 
pity  the  other  house  did  not  put  the  ques 
(ton  lo  the  learned  judges,  in  order  to  knot 

Ply,  what  Bib  exceptions  were  tt 
Lhey  alluded  in  their  several  opi 
Instead  of  this,  as  he  bad  been  i.v 
,  '*  jitoiliir  proviso  to  that  now  wn 


der  the  consideration  of  the  house, 
introduced  in  the  lords;  and  after  oi 
derable  argument,  negatived  ;  and 
tliey  lead  it  down  to  tliis  house,  and 
them  into  the  dilemma  in  which  i bey 
found  themselves.  It  was  ecident,  lha 
attorney  mid  solicitor-general  were  dirt 
at  variance  on  the  point,  and  therefor 
thought  the  bill  ought  not  to  proceed,  t 

ciftllv  ie-  it  was,  in  lira  opinion.  :l! l.i i;.'.j 
tmnecr ssary.  Certain  he  «as,  tliat  it  w< 
be  better  the  proviso  shouIYJ  stand,  t 
thai  the  bill  should  pass  without  it,  as  it 
the  only  mode  that  could,  with  propri 
be  adopted,  to  get  rid  of  the  objcctioi 
Mr.  Secretary  Pox  said,  it  had  been 
particular  wish  to  hear  the  opinions  of 
learned  gentlemen  of  authority,"  before 
rose  to  say  any  thing  on  the  subject,  uu 
having  done  so  with  the  utmost  aitenl 
he  could  not  but  say,  thut  he  differed 
tirely  with  the  learned  gent,  who  sp- 
last,  wlm  had  certainly  delivered  his  se 
ments  with  great  force  and  perspicti 
Ho  was,  for  his  own  part,  after  every  c 
sideratlttn  he  had  been  able  to  give 
subject,  decidedly  in  Favour  of  the  b 
but  he  agreed  entirely  with  his  lean 
friend  near  him  (the  solicitor-general),  t 
it  ought  not  to  pass  with  the  proviso. 


:ht, 


.hat  t 


E  judgt 


had  been  said 
debate  completely  convinced  him,  that  i 
bill  ought  to  pass ;  for  when  there  was 
great  a  difference  in  opinion  among  men 
;ii:h  high  authority  as  the  judge?,  and  it 
among  gentlemen  so  learned  in  both 
[heorv  and  practice,  as  the  right  lion,  ge 
(the  master  of  the  rolls),  as  well  as  ; 
other  learned  gentlemen  win  bad  dellvc: 
ihnir  opinion;  on  the  subject,  he  though 
was  high  time  the  law  should  be  mi 
clear,  and  no  doubt  left  remaining  otf* 
subject.  He  observed,  that  great  str 
had  hern  laid  on  the  words  used  by 
learned  judges  in  delivering  their  opinio: 
namely,  that  in  speaking  to  the  point 
question,  they  say,  "  g<  ncrallv,"  or,  "  : 
nerally  speaking,"  a  man  is  compella 
to  answer;  though  he  may,  bv  so  doi 
render  himself  liable  to  a  civil  suit.  ] 
he  could  not  suppose  ihey  meant  olherw 
by  the  words  "generally  speaking,"  than! 
he  was  compellable  to  answer,  leaving  i 
jjc  determined  bv  the  judges,  whether  i 
civil  suit  were  uf  that  nature  as  ougtai 
bring  bini  within  any  of  the  exception 
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but  if   tV.e  opinions  of  eminent  military 
men  were  thus  at  variance,  it  was  a  si  ill 
stronger  argument  to  prove  the  necessity 
of  extreme  caution   on  the   part  of    the 
house,  how,  at  a  moment  like  the  present, 
it  should  be  induced  to  adopt  the  princi- 
ple which  must  change  the  whole  consti- 
tution of   our  army,  for   the  sake  of  an 
unnecessary  experiment,   which  must    be 
extremely  hazardous  to  the  interests  of  the 
service,  and  pregnant  with    the  greatest 
danger  to  the  country.     He  understood  the 
objections  against  his  motions  were,^that 
the  documents  for  which  he  intended  to 
move*  were  considered  as  confidential  com- 
munications which  ministers'  could  not  dis- 
close without  a  breach  of  their  duty.   The 
same  kind  of  answer  might  be  opposed  to 
any  other  motion  for  documents,  the  cor- 
respondence of  an  ambassador,  the  terms 
of  a  treaty,  or,  in  short,  any  other  paper 
parliament  might  deem  necessary  for  its 
information.    But  if  his  majesty's  ministers 
did  not  chuse  to  communicate  the  informa- 
tion he  required  in  the  form  he  proposed, 
he  should  hope  it  would  be  laid  before  the 
house  in  some  other  shape ;  suppose  that 
of  a  report,  or  that  they  would  not  object 
to  the  examination  of  those  officers  at  the 
bar  of  the  house.     For  surely  it  was  of 
high  importance,  when    the    house    was 
called  on  to  enact  a  principle  so  revolting 
to  the  established  usage  of  the  army,  to 
have  for  its  guidance  the  opinions  of  mili- 
tary men  who  had  themselves  commanded 
regiments ;  who  had  lived  amongst  their 
soldiers;  who  consequently  knew  their  ha- 
bits, their  sentiments,  and  feelings,   and 
were  therefore  competent  to  advise  what 
was    best    to  be    done;    instead  of   ta- 
king the  opinions  of  young  generals,  who 
had  not  an  experience  of  similar  intimacy 
with   the  soldiers;    and  who,  though  no 
doubt,  at  a  future  day,  they  might  contri- 
bute, by  their  prowess,    to  the  honour  of 
the  service,  and  the  glory  of  their  country, 
had  not  yet  sufficient  experience  to  render 
their  opinions  very  decisive  on  a  subject  of 
this  delicate  and  important  nature.  Though 
the  opinions  of  many  general  officers  were 
given  on  the  subject,  there  were  others  of 
great  experience,  whose  opinions,  if  they 
were  asked,  by  some  accident  were  not 
communicated.     Among  them  were,   lord 
Cathcart,  lord    Hutchinson,  and   general 
Prescott.    But  he  hoped,  the   right  hon. 
gent,  would  not  think  of  proceeding  to  the 
conclusion  of  his  plan,  without  taking  the 
opinions  of  all  military  officers  of  experi- 


ence in  the  kingdom.  Tl 
concluded  by  moving,  fo 
Military  Opinions  in  writ 
been  given,  in  consequent 
from  his  majesty's  govern 
ject  of  recruiting  the  an 
enlisting  for  a  term  of  ye* 

General  Walpole  said,  t 
answer  to  the  argomec 
hon.  gent.,  that  the  p 
listing  soldiers,  in- genera 
nial  service,  for  limited  a 
was  new.  to  the  British 
coutrary,  so  far  from  be 
neither  unusual  nor  uufi 
been  done  in  the  seven-yi 
been  done  in  the  America 
were  enlisted  for  a  term 
and  the  number  of  men 
adoption  of  this  measur 
what  had  been  raised  p 
could  not  therefore  see 
there  existed  for  calling  1 
subject,  the  merits  of  whi 
ready  decided  by  experien 

Mr,  Secretary  Windka* 
the  impatience  of  the  rigt 
night  for  the   production 
which  he  moved  for,  was " 
piece  with  the  eagerness 
vailed  on  other  points,  w 
ticipate  the  premature  di 
jects  not  before  the  house 
to  which  the  motion  and ' 
the  right  hon.  gent,  that  i 
ted,  was  not  before  the  h 
it  should  be  brought  for 
should   certainly  have  thi 
those  opinions  to  which  Xh 
had  alluded.     He  was,  h 
surprised  that  the  right  k 
speech  on  the  subject,  had 
anticipate  some  part  of  the 
to  be  urged  against  his  mc 
sidering  the  tenacity  of  g 
other  side  of  the  house,  4 
producing  papers  moved' 
were  in  office,   the  endeai 
production  of  those  docut 
that  night,  was  rather  ai 
to  place  his  majesty's  mi 
awkward  and  unpleasant* 
right  hon.  gent/  must  cerfc 
however  it  might  be  the  4 
to  comply  with  the  motioi 
for  the  production  of  d0l 
possession,  in  order  to  thi 
tion  of  the  house,  yet,  4 

often  papers  which  thoM 
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icl  il  their  duly  to  keep  back  ;  and,  though 
>e  inference  drawn  by  the  right  htm. 
Mil.  on  tlit  present  occasion  was  not  a 
LMt  one,  yet  it  might  be,  that  the  pa- 
*T*  now  to  be  withheld,  were  so  with- 
ieu.1  against  the  inclination  and  wishes  of 
Hi  majesty's  ministers.  I-'or  his  own  part, 
iowcvci',  be  would  candidly  own,  he  made 
»  *u.:h  sacrifice,  having  itu  wish  on  the 
mbjeet,  one  way  or  the  other.  But  though, 
lor  the  reasons  be  should  hereafter  state, 
he  might  deem  it  necessary  to  withhold 
those  papers  from  the  right  hon.  gent.,  he 
tw ild  assure  him,  so  far  from  being  deci- 
Rve  In  favour  of  his  ideas,  that,  in  point  of 
uid  authority,  they  were  so  much 
t  varmint,  nnd  the  balance  so  evenly 
X  it  was  difficult  to  decide  which 
[lie  preponderance  prevailed;  but, 
n  tint  whole,  he  thought  it  rather  in 
■  of  the  principle  of  limiled  erdist- 
Tlicre  were  received  the  opinions 
I  U  military  officers;  ti  were  rather  ii 
f  of  the  right  lion,  gent.'s  opinion 
7 decidedly  inlavuurof  his  own  ;  and  om 
|lil  be  held  disputable  :  but  he  thought 
it  claim  for  authority  lay  on  his  own  side. 
«  opinions  were  applied  to  three  di 
t  points,  as  to  the  probable  operation 
riucrpk:  1st,  as  to  its  effect 
s  ;   2dlv 
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i  of  the  right  hon. gent 
ii ■  ■  J  i  '.i'  ,  rji  ij  lu  would  have  no  in 
jffli     sefl  &   Oil    vv.-  service,    and   that    i 

others  said,  it  win  impossible  but  it  should 
produce  sonic  advantages*  and  must  C 
Uiinly  give  to  the  army  a  belter  order 
nsu:  some,  again,  giiits  it  wasiuexpedit- 
Wd  others,  ilut  ii  should  not  be  tried 
time  of  war.  Tfija,  then,  being  tlteaoME 
•piniuns  nu  each  side,  the  Souse  wo 
jidge  nheiiic-  his  majesty's  niinist 
(wild  have  any  other  possible  motive  for 
■uhholding  those  documents,  than  a  t 
of  duty  ;  besides,  what  advantage  c 
Imj  have  in  withhuldiug.  theni  ?  or  of  what 
He  could  they  be  to  the  bouse  if  tluiy 
ptoomlyated  ?  for  they  could  only  prove 
tot  military  men,  equally  reepeetab;  ' 
.  ttboiity,  differed  in  opinion  o» (besot 

trrt  to  be   called  oo  publicly  to  con 
•iewe  the  confidential  opinions  of  military 
officers,  privately  given  for  the  inform; 
•Oil  guidance  of  the  commander   in  chief, 
Htu  Ihfl  best  proua'jle  means  oi'increasing 


the  public  force ;  and  though  cer 
great  occasions  wight  occur  in  which 
a  delicacy  might  be  overruled  by  til 
gent  necessity  of  the  case,  yet  be  di 
conceive  the  present  art  occasion 
called  for  such  a  communication: 
:ld  it  be  the  most  candid  or  de 
treatment  of  those  military  officer 
publish  to  parliament  and  to   the  cot 

ithout  their  consent,  or  any  inform 
them  of  such  a  purpose,  the  privafr 

mlidential  opinions  so  'given.  Sa> 
procedure  might  have  a  very  serious 
upon    the   future  communication  bet 

"'  tary  officers  and  their  commandi 
chief,  on  other  occasions,  and  migf, 
productive  of  very  disagreeable  con«e< 
was  certainly  not  desirable 
adoption,  when  not  absolutely  neces 
Beside,  even  if  the  letters  were  laid  b< 
[he  house,  it  would  only  lead  to  a  I 
parison  of  opinions    and   authorities, 

remely  unpleasant  to  gentlemen  on 

ides  ;  neither  would  it  give  the  hbu 
single  fact  or  opinion,  that  it  did  not  h 
already,  and  which  had  not  already 
urged  on  both  sides  of  the-question. 
it,  then,  worth  while,  for  the  sake  of 
advantages  the  house  could  possibly  i 
to  derive  from  the  production  of  thosi 
pers,  toforei'o  such  obvious  objectioi 
he  had  stated  ?  The  same  objections  w 
apply  to  the  project  of  calling  mil 
iiien  to  be  examined  at  the  bar  of 
house;  every  gentleman  who  might  ha 
favourite  general,  upon  whose  talent 
built  his  own  reliance,  would  start  0 
his  place,  reject  all  other  authority, 
ask  why  he  was  not  consulted  ?  The 
hon.  gent,  had  made  some  allusioi 
young  and  unexperienced  military  < 
wanders  :  he  knew  not  whether  he  had 
particular  individual  in  his  eye  ;  but 
tainly  it  was  not  upon  the  opinion  of 
two,  or  three  general  officers,  that 
measure  was  founded,  but  upon  the  b 
principle  of  general  consultation,  an 
preference  given  to  individuals,  as 
artisans  who  had  served  their  appreu 
ships  to  the  art  and  nlvstery  of  recrui 
But,  if  there  were  no  other  reason 
the  difference  of  opinion  which  had  air 
been  evinced  by  military  men,  those 
sons  were  sufficient  to  justify  him  in 
posing  the  motion.  As  to  the  gei 
principle  of  the  measure,  it  was  not 
before  the  house,  and  it  would  be 
enough  to  discuss  that  another  day. 
could  not  avoid  remarking  something 
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whimsical  in  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  alluding 
to  a  document,  as  an  authority  on  this  ocra- 
aioo,  which  was,  in  fact,  no  authority  at 
all;  namely,  a  detail  of  arrangements  in 
the  Austrian  service.  Hoping,  however, 
that  he  had  convinced  the  house  of  the 
Motility,  as  well1  as  the  impropriety  of  a 
compliance  with  the  motion,  he  should  now 
conclude  by  voting  against  it. 

Mr*  Yorke,  in  explanation,  said,  that  the 
only  reason  why  he  alluded  to  the  docu- 
ment respecting  the  Austrian  service  was, 
because  the  usages  of  continental  service 
kad  been  pleaded  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  in 
•upport  of  his  plan. 

General  Tarleton  was  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  the  principle  of  the  right  hon. 
gent /a  plan  in  theory,  appeared  fasci- 
nating; but  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was 
totally  impracticable  as  to  any  useful  effect : 
more  especially  for  colonial  service.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  had  stated,  that  the  opinions 
of  eminent  military  men  were  at  variance 
upon  the  question,-  and  that  6  thought  one 
way,  and  7  the  other.  It  was  extremely 
necessary,  however,  for  the  house  to  know 
what  were  the  nature  and  form  of  the 
questions  proposed  to  these  officers.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  admitted,  the  questions 
were  privately  put,  and  that  the  answers 
also  were  private  and  confidential ;  but  it 
was  extremely  necessary  to  scan  those 
opinions,  and  to  compare  them  with  the 
questions  in  answer  to  which  they  were 
given.  For,  when  the  right  hon.  gent. said 
thai  officers  disagreed,  he  wished  to  know 
the  mode  of  the  questions  put,  as  states- 
men sometimes  put  questions  to  military 
men  in  a  way  to  elicit  an  answer  applicable 
to  their  own  purposes.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  said,  the  answers  were  confidential, 
and  that  the  promulgation  of  them  to  the 
noose  Would  excite  jealousies.  To  this  he 
would  reply,  then  examine  those  officers 
at  the  bar  ,  and  if  it  was  imagined  by  any 
man  they  were  afraid  or  unwilling  to  have 
tlferir  opinkmt  known,  he  must  know  little 
tif  thatemolatkm  which  pervaded  the  breast 
of  every,  military  commander,  and  which 
was5  the  life  and  soul  of  the  army.  But, 
wilh  respect  to  the  questions  put  to  those 
erfteers,  he  shrewdly  suspected  they  did 
not  proceed  from  the  horse-guard?,  as  from 
the  authority  of  the'  commander  m  chief, 
bat  from  some  of  those  cnU-military  gen- 
tlemen who  had  of  late  assumed  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  af  my.  With  respect  to 
the  argument  of  delicacy  in  communica- 
ting the  opinions  received,  be  thought  k 


superseded  by  a  paramount  duty  to  the1 
house  and  the  occasion.  He  was  willing  to 
admit  what  had  been  said  by  au  hot); 
general  early  in  the  debate,  that  recruits 
were  enlisted  towards  the  close  of  the 
American  war  for  3  years,  or  during  the  war; 
and  he  had  no  objection  to  take  as  many 
recruits  as  could  now  be  raised  upon  the 
same  principle  ;  but  from  what  he  knew  of 
the  spirit  of  this  country,  he  waB  convinced 
that  not  1000  men  extraordinary  would  be 
produced  in  1 2  months,  by  enlistment  for 
limited  periods. 

•  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  observed,  that  the 
questions  put  to  those  military  officers,  and 
which  produced  those  opinions,  were  not 
propounded  by  his  niajebty's  present 
ministers,  as  insinuated  by  the  hon.  gent.; 
they  had  been  put  by  the  commander  in 
chief  during  the  continuance  of  the  last 
administration,  and  the  balance  of  opinion 
reflected  great  honour  on  that  illustrious 
personage,  as  it  shewed  that  he  was  desi- 
rous of  obtaining  fair  and  impartial  infor- 
mation on  the  subject. 

Lord  Casflereagh  said,  he  remembered 
some  of  those  questions  had  been  put 
during  the  administration  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  ;  but  he  did  not  recollect  that  the 
answers  communicated  to  them  were  given 
in  such  a  way,  generally  at  least,  as  to  im- 
ply any  thing  secret.  Two  or  three  of 
them  might,  he  said,  have  been  marked  on 
the  covers  "  confidential;"  and  though  bfe 
was  ready  to  admit  that  great  delicacy 
ought  to  be  observed  with  respect  to  secret  , 
and  confidential  communications,  if  it 
should  appear,  upon  a  view  of  the  contents 
of  such  communications,  that  they  were  of  j 
that  nature,  yet  there  was  no  other  con-  | 
sideration  in  the  present  case  which  could 
justify  the  refusal  of  their  production,  , 
Some  few  of  those  letters  might  have  been 
written  in  a  manner  which  shewed  the  wi> 
ters  never  apprehended  they  would  be 
mude  public :  but  the  rest  were  written 
in  a  regular  official  form,  as  if  intended  to 
meet  any  purpose  to  which  government 
should  think  it  necessary  to  apply  them. 
He  should  therefore  advise,  that  those 
letters  of  a  contrary  description  should  be 
sent  back  to  the  officers  who  wrote  them", 
in  order  for  such  correction-  as  they  might 
deem  necessary,-  with  a  view  to  prepare 
them  as  documents  for  the  public  eye,  if 
circumstances  should  render  it  necessary] 
and  he  also  thought  it  would  not  be  advito* 
ble  to  lay  any  of  those  letters  before  the 
house,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  officers 
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who  wrote  them.  But  he  thought,  how- 
ever, it  was  necessary  that  their  opinions 
should  be  laid  before  parliament,  as  well 
with  a  view  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  house, 
as  for  the  vindication  of  his  majesty's  late 
ministers,  by  shewing  that  they  bad  omit- 
ted no  consideration,  nor  neglected  any 
part  of  their  duty,  with  respect  to  the  great 
purpose  of  national  defence.  If  they  had 
not  consulted  a  variety  of  authorities,  and 
seen  the  various  views  in  which  the  subject 
was  considered  by  men  of  talents  and  ex- 
perience, they  could  not  have  been  ena- 
bled to  form  a  decisive  judgment  upon  a 
topic  so  extensive  and  complicated.  But 
from  what  he  had  been  able  to  observe,  on 
a  comparison  of  those  different  opinions 
upon  the  two  distinct  branches  of  service, 
local  and  general,  he  should  deduce  the 
preponderance  of  opinion  quite  different 
from  what  it  had  been  stated  by  the 
right  hou.  gentleman.  The  noble  lord 
considered  the  measure  of  enlistment 
proposed,  as  one  of  the  most  delicate  and 
important  that  ever  that  house  was  called' 
upon  to  decide;  and  he  conjured  the  house 
to  proceed  with  the  utmost  caution,  in  the 
novel  situation  in  which  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters now  attempted  to  place  it,  by  cal- 
ling upon  it  to  depart  from  the  long-estab- 
lished principles  upon  which  our  army  was 
constituted,  and  to  dictate  to*  and  restrict 
the  crown,  in  the  exercise  of  that  prero- 
gative, which  constitutionally  belonged  to 
it,  in  the  mode  and  management  of  recruit- 
ing the  regular  army* 

Lord  Henry  Petty  said,  he  felt  a  right  to 
regard  with  some  surprise  the  declaration 
of  the  noble  lord,  that  he  could  see  no  ob- 
jection to  the  production  of  the  papers 
now  moved  for*  when  during  3  years  past 
that  this  subject  had  so  frequently  been  a 
topic  of  discussion,  be  had  never  thought 
the  production  of  them  necessary  to  en- 
lighten the  understandings  or  guide  the 
deliberations  of  parliament.  An  hon* 
general  (Tarleton)  had  evinced  much  anx- 
iety to  learn  in  what  form  the  questions 
were  put,  to  produce  tliose  opinions : 
whatever  it  was,  was  not  now  very  material; 
assd  from  what  had  that  night  fallen  in  the 
course  of  debate,  the  house  would  see  that 
tlie  question  did  not  arise  out  of  any  mea- 
sure or  proceeding  now  proposed.  But 
whatever  answers  might  have  been  pro- 
duced*  and  however  necessary  the  house 
might  deem  t!  e  opinions  of  military  men, 
towards  its  own  general  information  upon 
*  topic  of  this  sort,  it  was  not  probable  it 
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would  so  far  depart  from  the  dignity  bf  its 
own  character,  asto  be  guided  implicitly  and 
entirely  by  such  opinious,  as  to  what  mea- 
sures it  should  ultimately  adopt;  or  that, 
surrendering  or  abandoning  its  own  judg- 
ment, it  would  put  the  enacting  question', 
aye,  or  no?  to  any  military  officer  who 
might  be  examined  at  its  bar*  as  to  what 
measure  that  house  might  deem  proper  to 
enact.  The  noble  lord  seemed  to  think 
that  the  house  of  commons-,  in  legislating 
regulations  for  the  army,  or  limiting  the 
duration  of  enlistments,  assumed  a  power 
extremely  new,  and  trenched  unconstitu* 
tionally  on  the  prerogative  of  the  crown. 
But  if  ever  there  was  a  question  on  which 
the  house  could  more  properly,  or  ought 
moreeflectually  to  consider  and  legislate*  it 
was  this*  Did  the  noble  lord  forget,  that  the 
power  not  only  was  not  new  or  uncom- 
mon for  the  house  of  commons  to  exercise, 
but  that  it  did  actually,  and  of -constitu- 
tional right  assume  and  exercise  it  every 
year*  in  the  passing  of  a  mutiny  bill  f  by 
which  bill  the  army,  for  whatever  length 
of  time  it  might  have  been  enlisted  by  the 
crown,  could  only  exist  from  year  to  year, 
and  must,  dc  facto,  be  disbanded  at  the 
end  of  each  year*  if  that  bill  was  not  re- 
newed ;  and  therefore  the  house  in  legis- 
lating for  the  army  on  this  occasion,  acted 
upon  a  constitutional  right,  which  no  man 
could  now  question.  However  necessary 
it  might  be  thought  to  consult  military 
opinions  upon  an  arrangement  like  that 
proposed  by  his  right  hon.  friend,  he 
thought  that  the  house,  instead  of  being 
guided  by  those  documents  now  called  for, 
would  act  in  a  manner  more  becoming  its 
own  dignity,  and  more  effectual  fur  the 
public  service,  by  exercising  the  judgment 
of  its  own  members,  taking  the  opinions , 
in  a  parliamentary  way,  of  military  men  on 
both  sides  of  the  house*  and  consulting 
without  doors  the  opinions  of  military 
officers  in  the  circle  of  their  acquaintance, 
and  coming  prepared)  with  the  best  infor- 
mation they  could  obtain,  to  discuss  the 
subject  fully* 

Mr.  Canning,  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  noble  lord,  said,  that  his  friend, 
the  late  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  had 
indeed*  at  one  time,  expressed  himself  in 
favour  of  limited  service;  but  that  he  had 
afterwards  satisfied  his  mind,  that  it  was 
not  expedient  to  bring  forward  such  a 
measure,  and,  on  that  account,  none  of  the 
opinions  that  he  had  caused  to  be  collected 
were  kid  before  the  house,   in  the  present 
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case,  he  should  ask,  was  it  not  a  proper 
course,  in  order  to  form  a  sound  judgment 
on  the  subject,  for  the  house  to  obtaiu  the 
best  information  from  persons,  whose  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  army  rendered  them 
better  able   to  judge,    than  those   whose 
opinions  could  only  be  formed  on  specu- 
lative grounds?  He  conjured  the  house  to 
pause,  before  they  sanctioned  what  would 
amount  to  a  complete  revolution  in  the 
military  system,  or  adopted  a  measure  from 
which,  if  it  should  fail,  there  would  be  no 
retreat.      He  could  not  frame  to  himself 
any  valid  objection  to  the  present  motion. 
All  that  was  asked  was,  merely  the  pos- 
session of  those  means  of  information  on 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  founded  his 
plan.     Let  the  authorities  and  opinions  be 
as  numerous  as  was  consistent  with  conve- 
nience, but  let  not  the  house  be  called  on 
to  decide   before  they    have    the    means 
of  forming  a  judgment.     If  it  should   ap- 
pear, that  the  opinions  of    military  men 
were  uearly  equally  balanced  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  should  consider  this  as  a  sufficient 
reason    for  rejecting  this  new  plan,   aud 
remaining  as  we  were.     It  was  dangerous 
to  alter  what  was  already  well,  and  parti- 
cularly by  the  adoption  of  a  new  project, 
the  consequences  of  which  it  was  impos- 
sible to  foresee.     It  was  amusing,  he  said, 
to   compare    the   professions  of  ministers 
with  their  practice.     The  right  hon.  gent, 
concluded,  by  saying,  that  a  story  had  been 
related   by  one  of  his  majesty's  ministers 
(lord  H.  Petty),  on  producing  the  budget, 
of  an  old  Roman  moralist,  who  had  wished 
to  build  his  house  in  such  a  style  of  archi- 
tecture, that  every  person  might  see  into  it. 
Like  this  mans  house,  the  transactions  of 
the   present  ministers  were  to  be ;  but  he 
was  inclined    to  believe,  that  the  architec- 
ture of  the  bouse   was   not   Roman  but 
Gothic,  and  that  it  was  only  remarkable  for 
its  huge  windows  excluding  the  light,  and  for 
its  narrow  passages  that  led  to  nothing. 

Lord  De  Blaquiere  said,  that  every  thing 
was  of  moment  which  branched  out  of  this 
important  subject,  or  he  should  have 
thought  the  present  discussion  scarce 
worthy  of  notice.  It  was  with  concern  he 
differed  with  so  many  of  his  friends,  but 
upon  a  point  which  had  engaged  his  atten- 
tion for  the  best  years  of  his  life,  he  could 
make  a  compliment  of  his  understanding 
(slender  as  it  might  be)  to  no  person 
whatsoever.  It  had  been  stated,  that  with 
a  limited  service,  the  army  could  not  be 
supported;  but  he  was  of  opinion,  that, 


without  it,  they  could  i 
cient  force.     The  plan, 
treated  as  novel  aud  hazs 
no  such  thing.     In  1759 
to  raise  the  17  th  light  di 
saw  no  law  against  raisinj 
time,  he  raised  them  for 
their  time  was  out,  and 
the  whole  regiment,  whi 
at  Coventry;  with  the  exc< 
for  a  bounty  of  two  gi 
afterwards  enlisted  them  > 
they    went  to  America, 
lions.      Upon   the  great 
thing,  it  was  his  misfort 
tirely  from   what  bad  g< 
down.      Training  men 
them  in  array,  aud  leadit 
was  the  province  of  the  i 
all  movements  of  the  arr 
for  annoyance  or  defeni 
generals  of  the  army  yoi 
but  for  the  purpose  of  tine 
that  army,  was  by  no  mi 
of  the  military  officer,  i 
ceived  of  that  resort,   w 
cially  for  the  interference 
those  who  were  most  ace 

* 

statistical  powers  of  thee 
were  best  acquainted  wit 
whence  these  sources  cot 
was  the  province  not  of 
the  statesman  ;  not  of  tb 
but  the  counsel  of  state 
house.     It  had  been  said 
at  such  an  innovation  (to 
limited   term)  in  time  c 
fatal  to  the  empire.    No 
The  farmer's  son,  or  hit 
my  right  boh.   friend,  pi 
frenzy,  or  disappointment 
list  for  his  life.     He  is  m 
told,  his  services  are  on 
years ;  will  he  refuse  ta 
this  be  called  a  military, 
revolution,  a  plan  which 
much  more  than   any  oil 
been  devised,  to  add    I 
ranks,  to  cement  a  near* 
connection  between  the, 
officer,  and  to  make  thai 
former,  a  state  of  compl 
and  comfort.    The  nobl^ 
by  saying,  that  there  wt| 
the  bill  which  he  did  not 
laxly  the  crooked  6d*  ajj 
week.  J 

Sir  James  Pvlteney.  wish 
was  almost  new  to  the  n 

\ 
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ountry,  to  see  the  opinions  of  persons 
onversunt  with  military  affairs  laid 
*forc  the  house.  He  had  thought  much 
xi  the  subject,  and  yet  he  was  con- 
raced  hn  should  derive  much  information 
iron)  their  communications.  The  practice 
b(  enlisting  for  a  term  of  years  had  indeed 
been  partially  introduced  into  the 'army, 
bat  it  had  produced  so  little  effect,  as  not 
to  givemuch  encouragement  tor  its  general 
application.  Besides,  though  the  practice 
*as  not  new,  yet  there  was  a  great  dif- 
ference between  lhat  partial  enlisting  for 
time  that  had  already  been  tried,  and  a 
jwieral  enlisting  for  the  whole  army  on  the 

Miii'  principle. 

Mr.  IF.  Dmidas  was  sorry  to  differ  on 
Aa  occasion  from  those  gentlemen  with 
•bom  he  usually  acted  ;  but  he  could  not 
uwsider  the  opinions  that  had  been  moved 
fcf,  aa  proper  for  the  public  inspection. 
They  had  not  been  written  for  the  purpose, 
•t  with  the  design  of  being  communicated 
t>  the  public.  They  were  of  a  private  and 
ttnfideutial  nature  ;  and  besides  that  the 
pblieation  of  them  might  wound  the  feel- 
»ptif  individuals,  the  public  service  might 
Mkt  detriment  from  such  a  measure. 
■1Kb  might  transpire,  that  might  be  eal- 
Jfttoted  to  do  public  mischief.  But  i  hough 
'w  deprecated  their  being  l.iid  before  the 
bouse  in  their  present  form,  tin.')'  [night 
wi  perhaps  be  revised  by  those  who  had 
on.  ■  dij  given  them  in,  and  in  that  state, 
u.'   ■  ..   ,  |     bs   nt,-iibuutted  to  parliament. 

Mr.  Y-jrl.e  SUM),  lie  had  110  objection, 
with  llie  permission  of  the  hou-e,  to  with- 
draw his  motion,  provided  his  majesty's 
"iinibtfrs  would  give  the  house  to  under- 
bid, that  ihey  would  lake  the  opinion 
fl't;;h  military  authoritii  s,  for  the  purpose 

Mr  Secrctnrv  /■■  i  s-utfl,  tint  this  was 
Iwteaurjther  qo«*ttr>a  ftwn  the  one  lhat 
had  hren  before  under  daCBSMOn,  and  re. 
Quired  time  tc-  consider  how  far  it  might 
"(proper  t"  assent  to  it.  '1  here  was  not 
•  nngle  inst.ir.LG  that  he  w;,-,  *w»re  of,  in 
*bich  parliami-nt  had  resorted  to  military 
■whorities,  except  with  a  view  to  retro- 
spective measures.  If  they  were  once  to 
Unction  the  principle  of  calling  for  com- 
■tmicaiions  from  officers  to  their  com- 
■ttndcr  in  chief,  it  would  cause  a  greater 
Hrolutton  in  the  army  than  ihe 
Imposed  by  his  right  "hon.  friend 
hi  been  said  of  altering  the  cot 
*t  soldier;  but  ibis  would  alter, 
WmHuujvtay,  the  character  c 


if  their  opinions  confidentially  commui 
ted  to  iheircoiiimatider  in  chief,  were  a 
wards  found  to  be  called  lor  by  the  he 
He  did  n.)t  know  whether  it  was  contra 
[he  practice  of  that  house  to  resort  to 
litary  authorities  for  information,  bu 
wished  to  know  what  had  been  the  U 
in  former  eases.  Such  a  principle  wi 
place  that  house  in  a  situation,  diffu 
from  that  of  the  lords,  who  had. 1 3  jut 
to  consult;  for  it  would  give  theui 
generals  io  refer  to  for  information, 
should  vote  against  the  motion,  and  , 
should  be  brought  forward  in  any  ol 
shape,  he  should  ilien  be  ready  to  state 
opinion  with  respect  to  it. 

Mr.  Yorke  contended,  that  when 
iubject  ot  fortification,  as  planned  by 
duke  of  Richmond,  was  before  the  hoi 
general  ollkeis  had  been  consulted,  i 
their  opinions  laid  before  the  house. 

Mr.  For  replied,  that  there  was  a  ( 
tinction  between  an  opinion  given  bj 
board  of  officers,  and  that  which  was  co 
lually.  Thecaserefen 
to  had  been  of  the  former  description,  ai 
therefore,  was  no  precedent  for  the  mi 
ire  now  proposed. 

Colonel  Cratifurdccm  tended,  that  thequ 
tion  respect  in;;  tin-  fortifications  ofthecftu 
herens  t 


ethen 


ofr 


the  army  was  not  so.     He  thought  it  rath 

alar,  that  the  measure  of  his  right  lio 

id  should   be  represented   as  likely 

cause  a  revolution  in  the  state  of  the  a 

when  the  principle  upon   which  it  m 

founded,   was  that  upon  which  the  defeni 

if  the  country  rested.     The  first  act  of  tl 

ilnnnisiratiun,  of  which  the  hon,  gent,  wl 

brought  forward  this  motion  was   a   mer. 

ber.  was  to  call  out  the  uulilia,  to  the  nui 

ber  of  90,000  ;   the  next  was  for  raising 

force   of  50,000   men  for   the  army  of  r 

serve.     These  lorces  were  raised  for  a  liir 

U-d  term,   and  to  them  the   countiy  was 

look   for  its  defence.      And  yet  they  we 

now  told   that  the  application  of  the  sau 

principle  to  Liic  mode  ol"  raising  the  reiiul 

lorce,  inferior  in  number,  would  cause  a  I 

ilution  in  the  army. 

Mr.  Perceval  contended    that   the  me 

res  of  the  late  ad  ministration  bad  be< 

iiinently  successful  in   supporting  and  i 

creasing  the  military  force  of  the  count t 

and  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  havii 

ourse  to   new   and  untried   experimei: 

a  subject  of  so  much  importance.    T 

v  measure  was  of  such  a  nature  as  call 
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hand  ?  Or  was  it  conven 

parliamentary  ground  ha 
motion,  and  he  should  i 
— The  question  was  then 
and  negatived  without  a 

[Refe  a  lof  Addition 
Mr.  Secretary  Windham 
bill  for  the  repeal  of  th 
bill  of  the  44th  of  his 
question  that  it  be  read 

General  TarUton  beg) 
tendon  of  the  bouse  to  t 
been  printed  since  the  ri 
opened  his  sketch  of  tb 
proposed  to  bring  fbrwai 
would  shew  that  the  bill 
be  repealed,  afforded  the 
tainicg  a  supply  for  thei 
in  full  force,  and  all  the  • 
had  encountered  were  g< 
the  house  would  inter] 
to  prevent  the  country 
ved  of  its  effects.  He  ca 
to  examine  these  paper 


for  theof.ir.i^-r.*  c:  practical  and  experienced 

&*z-  ;  fc1-"  *h~  r:g..:  ho...  secretary  seemed 

so  IzrA    .i"  then/,  that  Le  wished  to  e>- 

clu-e  practice  &! together.     It  was  rather 

extraordinary,  that  his  right  hcu.  friend, 

rx*'  no  more,  'Mr.  Pitt;  had  seen  r^aso:*  to 

alter  :hat  inclination  which  he  had  fe!t  for 

the  principle  of  limited  service,  from  the 

verv  tame  cause  that   had  confirmed  the 

right  hon.   secretary  in  h:s  ori^ii.al    opi- 
nion.    They  had  both  had  recourse  to  the 

opinions  of  military  men,  and  had  come 

to   very  different  conclusions  from  those 

opinions.     This  should  induce  the  house 

to  call   for  the  sentiments  of  experienced 

men.    If  such  opinions  were  withheld  :'rom 

the  house,   the  natural  conclusion  would 

be,  that  they  were  upon  the  whole  unfa- 
vourable- to  the  measure. 

Lord  Temple  contended  that  the  case  of 

resorting  to  the  authority  of  military  men, 

when  the  duke  of  Richmond  was  at  the 

head  of  the  ordnance  department  in  1786, 
was  not  4t  all  similar  to  the  present.     The 

noble  lord  read  an  extract  from  the  journals,  I  pare  themselves  for  the 
to  shew  that  the  information  in  that  case  reading  of  the  bill, 
laid  before  the  house,  was  enly  an  extract 
from  a  report  made  by  a  hoard  of  officers, 
appointed  by  his  majesty,  who  were  respon- 
sible for  their  opinions.  It  was  unconsti- 
tutional to  refer  to  opinions  such  as  those 
communicated  in  the  manner  bv  which 
those  that  were  the  object  of  the  present 
motion  were  given  in,  and  as  there  was  no 
precedent  for  examining  officers  at  the  bar 
of  the  house,  ou  such  subjects,  he  should 
object  to  that  course  of  proceeding  also. 

Mr.  Rose  thought,  that  the  subject  on 
which  a  communication  had  been  made  to 
the  house,  when  the  duke  of  Richmond  had 
been  at  the  head  of  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment, respecting  the  best  mode  of  fortify- 
ing the  dock-yards,  was  a  more  delicate 
question  than  the  present,  and  argued  that 
the  papers  ought  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  (  alcrajt  contended,  that  there  could 
have  been  no  breach  of  delicacy,  in  laying 
before  the  house  the  report  of  officers  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  their  opinions  upon  a 
public  opinion  referred  to  them  for  consi- 
deration. The  opinions  under  discussion 
stood  upon  different  grounds,  having  been 
confidently  communicated  to  the  comman- 
der in  chief,  at  his  desire,  to  assist  his  own 
judgment.  It  had  been  said,  that  their 
opinions  might  be  referred  back  to  those 
who  gave  them,  in  order  to  their  being 
produced  in  a  more  perfect  form.  But 
were  they  all  in  existence  ?  ^yere  they  at 


Mr.  Hast  home  concu 
general  in  hoping  that 
come  prepared  to  judge 
having  read  the  papers  o 
he  was  convinced  would 
the  bill  had  completely  i 

Mr.  Pereeval  recomuM 
in  his  turn,  an  examiuati 
because  he  was  sure  th 
the  reverse  of  what  had  I 
hon.   member  who  pre 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Pit 
forward  the  measure,  b 
sion,  that  on  the  averag 
preceding  the  6th  of  Mi 
had  produced  nearly  20C 
the  average  of  the  3  mo 
would  produce  9  or  10 
And  in  the  50  weeks  end 
March,  it  had  produced 
In  the  last  15  weeks  it 
average  of  J5S  per  week, 
13,200  in  the  year;  in 
an  average  of  277  9  or  1* 
and  in  the  last  five  we© 
356  per  week,  being  at' 
18,000  in  the  year;  anil 
discouragements  which 
operation.     They  woi 
papers,  that  the  bill  hi 
in  the  first  instance, 
been  understood.     Wl 
plained  by  the  inspectu 
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result  had  been  to  give  renewed  activity 
to  the  bill. 

Lord  Templt  thought  the  house  obliged 
to  the  learned  gent,  for  the  course  of 
reading  he  recommended  ;  but  was  of 
opinion  that  they  should  adopt  a  more  en- 
larged system  of  education.  He  begged 
the  house  would  consider  not  so  much  the 
number  of  men  raised,  as  the  means  by 
which  they  were  raised,  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  bill  had  been  received  in  the 
country. 

Colonel  Craufurd  observed,  that  the 
hon.  gent,  opposite  seemed  to  assume  that 
the  whole  of  the  men  had  been  raised  by 
the  provisions v  of  the  bill.  He,  on  the 
contrary,  was  persuaded  that  not  a  man 
had  been  obtained  but  by  means  extra- 
neous to  the  bill,  every  one  of  whom 
would  have  been  produced  if  no  such  bill 
had  been  in  existence:  l6  guineas  bounty 
were  given  for  the  regular  army  ;  12  were 
given  for  this  force,  and  10  afterwards  on 
entering  the  line,  so  that  by  this  means  the 
individual  obtained  a  bounty  of  22  guineas. 
—The  bill  was  then  read  a  first  time; 
and  on  the  question  that  it  be  read  a  second 
.  time, 

Mr.  Canning  gave  notice,  that  on  the 
>day  on  which  this  bill  should  be  fixed  for 
a  2d  reading,  he  should  move  to  defer  that 
stage  of  the  bill,  till  such  time  as  the  house 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  judging  of 
the  measures  to  be  Drought  forward  by  the 
right  hon.  gent.  This  bill  was  for  the 
repeal  of  a  measure,  that  afforded  a  re- 
source to  a  certain  extent  to  provide  even 
for  the  army.  He  did  not  mean  to  discuss 
the  merits  of  that  measure,  but  was  sure 
the  house  would  do  right  not  to  get  rid  of 
it  until  they  should  know  what  was  to  be 
substituted  for  it.  The  course  he  should 
take  would  be  not  to  get  rid  of  the  present 
bill,,  but  to  suspend  its  progress  till  they 
should  be  able  to  judge  of  the  value  of  the 
measures  to  be  brought  forward.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  appeared  to  havcproceed- 
ed  in  an  inverted  order,  by  proposing  to 
repeal  &  measure  that  afforded  a  resource 
to  a  certain  extent,  before  he  was  prepa- 
red to  bring  forward  a  substitute.  He 
should  not  propose  to  defer  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  beyond  the  present  ses- 
sion, but  for  such  a  period  as  would 
allow  the  bouse  an  opportunity  of  judging, 
whether  they  were  to  look  to*  any  thins  as 
a  substitute  for  the  measure  to  be  repealed, 
hut  visions,  projects,  and  fancies. 
Af  r.  Secretary  Fox  left  it  to  the  good 


sense  of  the  house  to  determine  how  far  the 
right  hon.  gent,  was  qualified,  by  the  soli- 
dity of  his  understanding,  to  judge  whether 
the  measures  of  his  right  hon.  friend  were 
mere  visions,  projects,and  fancies.  If  his  right 
hon.  friend  had  simply  proposed  the  repeal 
of  the  bill,  without  proposing  any  project 
for  the  improvement  of  the  military  system, 
he  should  himself  have  thought  the  mea- 
sure a  beneficial  one,  and  he  should  be) 
ready  to  discuss  the  question  on  that 
ground.  He  was  satisfied  that  more  men 
would  have  been  obtained,  if  this  bill  had 
never  been  in  existence,  and  that  not  a. 
single  man  had  been  raised  in  consequence 
of  it,  that  would  not  have  been  procured 
by  other  means. — The  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time  on  Tuesday  next* 


BOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday y  April  18* 
[Impeachment  or  Lord  Melville.} 
Mr.  Giles,  and  several  other  members 
of  the  commons,  brought  up  a  message, 
containing  a  list  of  witnesses  to  be  pro- 
duced in  the  trial  of  lord  Melville,  and  re- 
questing that  their  lordships  would  take 
measures  to  summon  such  witnesses  to  at* 
tend  on  the  29th  inst.,  and  to  bring  with 
them  such  books,  papers,  and  documents, 
as  were  marked  against  their  respective 
names. — Ou  the  motion  of  lord  Walsingham, 
a  message  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
commons,  containing  a  compliance  with  the 
above  request. — Lord  Walsingham  also 
moved,  that  Mr.  Wyatt  should  attend  the 
house  on  Monday,  to  state  what  progress 
had  been  made  in  the  preparations  for  the 
trial  of  lord  Melville,  and  when  the  fitting, 
up  of  the  court  was  likely  to  be  finished* 
Ordered. — It  was  likewise  ordered,  that 
the  lord  chancellor  should  send  letters  to 
the  peers  of  the  blood  royal,  informing 
them  of  the  day  fixed  for  the  trial  of  lord 
Melville,  and  requesting  their  attendance. 

=2=53=9 
HOUSE   07   COMMONS. 

Friday,  April  18* 
[Minutes.]  New  writs  were  ordered 
to  be  issued  for  the  county  of  Wicklow,  in 
the  room  of  the  right  hon.  George  Pon- 
sonby,  who,  since  his  election,  had  accept- 
ed of  the  office  of  lord  high  chancellor  of 
Ireland ;  and  for  the  county  of  Galway, 
iu  the  room  of  D.  B.  Daley,  esq.  who 
since  his  election,  had  accepted  the  office 
of  joint  muster-master-general  of  the  for- 
ces in  Ireland. — Mr.  Giles  moved,  that  a 
message  be  sent  to  the  lords,  with  a  list  of 
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the  names  of  the  witnesses  to  be  addu- 
ced for  substantiating  the  charges  against 
lord  Melville,  and  requesting  of  the  lords 
to  issue  their  summons  to  such  witnesses 
for  their  attendance  on  the  said  trial,  on 
Tuesday,  the  ?<)th  instant.  Orercd. — A  mes- 
sage was  afterwards  received  from  the  lords, 
stating  that  they  had  received  the  message 
from  the  commons,  and  had  ordered  the 
necessary  summonses  to  be  issued  for  the 
attendance  of  the  witnesses,  and  also  for 
bringing  with  them,  and  producing  the  pa- 
pers, books,  and  accounts  set  opposite  to 
their  names. 

[Kx-Parte   Criminal  Proceedings 
Bill.]    Mr.  Serjeant  Best  rose,  agreeably 
to  notice,   to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill,  for  preventing  all  interlocutory  or  ex 
parte  proceedings  in  criminal  matters,  from 
being  published  in  newspapers.     No  man, 
he  declared,   had  a  greater  disposition  to 
support  the  liberty  of  the  press  than  he  had : 
none  could  more  anxiously  wish  that  that 
liberty  should  be  extended  to  its  utmost 
possible  limits.     No  man,  however,  who 
was  a  friend  to  the  press,  on  rational  and 
liberal  principles,  but  would  wish  to  see  it 
kept  within  some    fair    and    satisfactory 
bounds.     It  was  well  known  that  not  a  case 
occurred  in  which  the  evidence,  supposing 
it  to  be  even  of  the  most  unsatisfactory 
and  doubtful  nature,  did  not  find  its  way 
into  the  newspapers,  thereby  prejudicing 
the  public  mind,  and  there  was  too  much 
reason  to  suppose,  often  even  that  of  the 
jury,  who,   it  was  to  be  feared,   could  not 
always  divest  themselves  of  the  prejudices 
they  had  imbibed  in  consequence  of  those 
partial  statements.     The  practice   alluded 
to  was  acknowledged  by  most  of  bis  bre- 
thren at  the  bar  to  be  improper  and  illegal ; 
and,   in  evidence  that  it  was  esteemed  to 
be  such,  two  editors  of  papers  in  the  county 
of  Sussex  had  lately  been  subjected  to  6 
months   imprisonment   for   a  similar   of- 
fence.    It  might  be  asked,  why,  in  such 
circumstances,  bring  in  this  bill  ?  His  an- 
swer was :  because  the  law  was  not  suffi- 
ciently known.     It  had  been  his  misfortune 
to  be  counsel  in  two  cases  in  which  com- 
plaints of  this  nature  had  been  made  to 
and  felt  by  him  ;  the  case  of    col.  Des- 
pard,  and  the  more  recent  one  of  Patch. 
In  both  of  these  cases  it  was  submitted  to 
him,  in  what  way  redress  could  be  procured 
for  the  injury  under  which  the  party  was 
supposed  to  labour.     His  answer   was,  as 
it  would   unquestionably  be   in   any  other 
ease  of  the  kind, — It  was  impossible  that 


any  redress  could  be  proc 

creasing  the  odium  and 

formerly  existed  against  t 

ney-general,  as  the  case  n 

not  properly  complain, 

point  not  being  sufficient! 

thcr  he,  nor  the  party  like 
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The  learned  Serjeant's  ob 
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meet  the  public  eye,   but 

cases  which  occurred  in  th< 

minster  hall,  to  which  it 

that  the  present  bill  she 
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[Affairs  of  India.]    ' 

of  Mr.   Paull,  two  severa 
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the  papers  contained  in  them,  were,  after 

Pe   observations   from    .Mr.    Addingtou 
Mr.  Grant,  ordered  to  be  produced 

forthwith. 

Sir  d.  WrUtilef  requested  that  the  hon. 
(rut,  who  was  about  to  bring  a  cl 
against  the  marquis  vVellcsley,  would 
Uie  distinct  nature  ol  the  charge,  and  of  the 
wane  ol  proceeding  which  he  in  leaded  to 
adapt. 

.Mr.  Paul!  replied,  that  it  was  his  inteu 
liwi  oil  Tuesday,  to  lav  'be  ground  of : 
charge  against  marquis  Wellesley,  tor  ex 
tnvagaut  expenditure  of  the  public  money 
■tat!  for  having  applied  it  to  purposes  o( 
unnecessary  spleudour,  contrary  loan  act  of 
puliawMit.  Willi  regard  to  Uie  course  of 
jroceedmg,  he  did  originally  menu  lo 
Wivti.  time  evidence  be  heard  at  the  bar  uf 
thr  bouse  in  the  first  instance  ;  buL  he  had 
btard  strong  objections  to  this  mode  by 
•Mural  inenibers,  who  urged  the  propriety 
ofltying  the  charge  before  the  adduction 
•f  proof.  The  hou.  gent,  was  proceeding 
ti  n.;id  a  passage  in  a  printed  report  ol 
upeech  of  Mr.  Burke's,  og  the  impeach- 
!  aent  of  Mr.  Hastings,  in  corroboration 
*i  iliis  opinion,  when  be  w«s  called  to 
«ocr  by  lord  Temple,  who  protested 
fa^Mst  this  as  irregular. 

Mr.  Paull  then  proceeded  to  lay  the 
ground  ofhis  motion,  and  Stated,  at  some 
Ifflglti,  from  papers,  letters,  and  oiht 
due  u  merits,  ihe  circumstances  of  a  treaty 
entered  into  witb  the  nabob  of  Furrackabadj 
■ODD  after  the  arrival  of  tile  marquis  Corn- 
**lfo  in  India,  and  which  was  afterwards 
guaranteed  by  tilt  East- India  Co. 
Cooiilions  of  this  treaty  were,  that  the 
nabob  should  disband  his  own  uati' 
troops,  and  be  in  future  protected  by 
British  force,  for  which  he  was  to  pay 
subsidy  of  50,000/.  annually,  out  of  a  n 
Venue  not  exceeding  140,000/.  ;  and  which 
treaty  was  faithfully  observed  by  the  nabob, 
lip  to  the  year  1801.  Alter  disbanding 
his  own  troops,  tins  prince  was,  ol  course, 
unable  to  resist  anv  encroachments  made 
upon  In s  territories,  except  fay  the  aid  ol 
lie  British  force,  which  was  to  have  pro- 
tected him  from  all  his  enemies.  The  hon. 
pnt.  then  went  on  to  state,  that  alter  the 
irrftal  of  lord  Wellesley,  he  took,  fur  the 
British  government,  contrary  to  the  terms 
of  the  treaty,  the  tribute  which  was  before 
pud  to  the  nabob  by  the  Relinks.  Thin, 
be  was  authorized  to  say,  was  contrary  lo 
it  wishes  of  23  out  of  the  21  dir.-ctors  ol 
*« East-India  Co.  ;   though  when    he  w.s 


in  India,  be  saw  a  dispatch  from  the  » 
committee  approving  ol  it.      Alter 
some  additional  tioope  were  sent  to  i 
any  attacks  made  upon  the    nabob,  v 
his  subsidy  was  increased  to  AG  lack 
rupees,  trbtcb   was  an,  violation  of  the 
press  stipulations  uf  the  treaty.     It 
therefore  niih  surprue,  that  he  bra 
noble  lord  (Castle reagb)  move,  last  tea* 
lor  a    paper  containing  an  approbalioi 
these  proceedings,  by  the  secret  commit 
r*o of the  persons  made  to  sign  thin 
probation,    namely,  Mr.    Devayncs 
Mr.  HobarU,  reprobated  this  conduct 
did  also  all  the  members  of  the  cour. 
directors,  with  the  exception  of  one  I 
baronet  (sir  T.  Metcalfe).     He   then  r 
several  papers,   to   shew   the  muUuhtu 
traiion  of  the  noble    niarquii  in    trw 
which,  he  said,  bad  produced  a  lost  to 
company,  ol  7  million  sterling.     Ho   tl 
further  said,  that  by   the  authority  of 
marquis,  the  nabob  was  sent  for  to  La> 
now,  for  the  purpose  of  signing  an  agr 
meat,  and  after  his  arrival,  his  seal  wasi 
be  found  at  bis  dwelling  ;  and  he  wo. 
igageto  prove,  that  the  same  seal  \ 
afterwards  found  in  the  house  ol  thelkil 
government,  at  Lucknow.   He  said,  he  t 
not  stand   forth   as  the  sole   accuser  of  I 
marquis    Wellesley,   and    read  an   ex.tr; 
from  a  speech  of  .Mr.  Francis,  upon  Int 
bjects,   written   and   published    by    t) 
hon.   gent,   himself,   in   which   he  accus 
die  Bengal  government  of  being  the  i 
gressors   in    Uie  Mahratta  war.    With  tl 
continuation  in  his  favour,  he  would  shun 
conclude  with  saying,  that  the  conduct 
the  noble  marquis  was  commenced  in  i: 
justice,  and  terminated  in  oppression.     1 
then  moved   for  a  Copy   of  the  Treaty  b 
uveen  the  nabob  of  Furruckabait,  and  il 
Uast-Indta  Co.,   and    guaranteed    by   tl 
marquia  Comwaltis,  in  1/S7. 

Lord  Castiiirt-ngh  having  been  alluded  ■ 

in  the   course    of  the  speech,   thought 

proper   to   set   the  bon.  gent,   right   in 

mistake  which  seemed   a  strong  feature   i 

his  argument.     The   hon.  geut.  expresse 

his  surprise,    that   he   should   have   inovt 

for  a  dispatch  from  the  secret  committe- 

approving    of  the   conduct  of    the  nob 

marquis)  but  if  the  hou.  gent,  thought  t 

press  the  house  with  the  opinion,  tin 

it  was  the  dispatch  of  the  geiiUoroa 

lose  names  he  mentioned,  he  must  »U| 

pose  the  house  to  be  more  ignorant  uf  tl 

:ourse  of  these  proceeding*,  than  lie  woul 

hud  it  to  be.     The  bouse  wa*  loo  well  ii 
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formed  not  to  know,  that  the  dispatch  was 
that  of  the  commissioners  of  the  hoard  of 
controul,  and  not  of  those  who  signed  it, 
who  could  only  act  as  the  official  and  regu- 
lar agents  on  the  occasion.  As  to  all  the 
other  subjects  descanted  on,  they  would 
mnain  for  fature  consideration ;  and,  be 
only  rose,  for  the  purpose  of  rectifying 
the  mistake  of  the  hon.  gent.,  as  to  that 
one  particular  fact. 

Mr.  PauU  explained,  that  what  he  stated 
to  have  excited  his  surprise,  was,  that  the 
noble  lord  should  call  for  such  a  paper, 
after  he  was  fully  apprised  that  the  court 
of  directors  had  protested  against  it. 

Lord  Castkrtagh  rejoined,  in  explana- 
tion, that  what  he  called  for,  was  the  dis- 
patch of  those  to  whom  responsibility  at- 
tached, which  was  not  the  case  with  the 
gentlemen  who  signed  it. 

Mr.  Hiley  Jddungton  said,  that  the  hon. 
gent,  might  have  saved  himself  much 
trouble,  and  the  house  a  good  deal  of  time, 
had  he  merely  moved  for  the  papers  in 
question,  without  entering  into  such  a  long 
preliminary  detail  on  the  subject.  He 
had  not  the  slightest  wish  to  oppose  the 
production  of  the  papers ;  neither  should 
lie  say  one  word  on  the  subject  of  the 
charges  that  had  been  advanced.  He 
should  only  request  the  house  to  keep 
themselves  free  from  every  bias  that  might 
be  produced  by  what  had  been  said,  and  to 
sacrifice  some  time  in  investigating  the  do- 
cuments now  moved  for. 

Mr.  Whit  shed  Keene  thought,  that  in  the 
management  of  an  immense  empire  like 
India,  it  was  possible  that  a  governor-ge- 
neral might,  for  the  salvation  of  the  coun. 
try,  be  obliged,  in  some  instance  or  an- 
other, to  violate  the  strict  letter  of  the 
law,  and  yet  deserve  the  thanks  of  the 
country.  He  had  himself  been  38  years  a 
member  of  parliament;  he  had  heard  al- 
most every  thing  that  had  been  said 
In  that  house  upon  the  affairs  of  In- 
dia, and  had  read  all'  the  documents  that 
'  had  been  printed;  and  he  thought  that  no 
member  was  qualified  to  vote  a  censure  on 
the  governor-general  for  any  particular 
transaction,  without  having  studied  very 
much  in  detail  the  whole  system  of  the 
Indian  administration,  and  the  various 
treaties  which  were  contracted  with  the 
native  powers,  and  also  the  manner  in 
which  those  treaties  were  observed  by  the 
native  powers. 

"  Mr.  Francis  said, that  the  particular  appeal 
made  to-nim,  justified  him  in  saying  a  few 


words.  As  to  the  powers  of  the  eonimis* 
sioners  of  controul,  and  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, he  had,  when  the  bill  was  brought 
into  the  house  in  1784,  by  Mr.  Dundas* 
particularly  reprobated  the  absurdity  and 
inconsistency  which,  even  according  to 
the  present  statement  of  the  noble  lord 
(Castlereagh)  it  clearly  involved.  He  was 
not  talking  of  the  law  as  it  was  now,  but 
only  mentioning  what  opinion  he  had  given, 
when  it  was  a  bill.  What  did  it  enact? 
Why,  that  the  ostensible  power  should  be 
first  in  24  directors,  next  in  three  persons 
chosen  from  these  as  a  secret  committee* 
but  that  in  fact  it  should  be  in  neither; 
A  controul  might  be  necessary*  and  it 
might  perhaps  be  proper  sometimes  to 
supersede  the  orders  of  the  directors,  but 
the  absurdity  was,  that  the  secret  conn 
mittee,  after  giving  one  dispatch  as  that 
which  they  approved,  might  afterwards  be 
compelled  to  sign  one  diametrically  the 
reverse,  and  one  which  they  abhorred.  As 
to  their  protests,  these  were  not  known; 
and  their  authority  was  thus  given  to 
measures',  of  which,  in  the  most  positive 
manner,  they  disapproved.  Hence  the 
ruinous  situation  to  which  our  India  pos- 
sessions were  reduced,  and  the  degrada- 
tion of  the  court  of  directors.  Now,  as 
to  the  appeal  to  him,  if  he  wished  to  be 
silent  he  might  do  as  the  hon.  gent,  did  to 
whom  he  formerly  alluded,  (Mr.  Sheridan.) 
that  is,  stay  "away  while  his  duty  required 
he  should  be  present*— --[The  speaker  re* 
minded  the  hon.  gent.,  that  it  was  irn> 
gular  to  bring  charges  against  a  member 
who  was  absent.]*— Mr.  Francis,  in  contH 
nuation,  observed,  that  he  charged  bin 
with  nothing  but  staying  away,  he  believed 
his  opinions  remained  unaltered,  and  be 
would  surely  come  sometime  to  support 
them.  When  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Paul!) 
consulted  him  about  this  business,  he  bad 
rather  discouraged  him  from,  going  On  with 
it.  It  would  do  him  no  good^-but  if  he 
was  satisfied  with  that  reward  which  every 
honest  mind  must  feel  in  doing  his  duty, 
he  would  have  that  and  no  other.  Hi 
would  experience  desertion**-perfcap8  le 
could  not  say  desertion,  as  b*  had*  not  beet 
encouraged* Tsut  he  wouldnot  be  supported 
As  to  his  own  speech,  it  would  not  become 
him  to  say  any  thing  in.  praise  of  it,  but 
the  more  he  thought  on  the  subject,  the 
more  he  believed  what  he  there .  state*1  t".  , 
be  true,  and  he  confessed  that  it  oontiioed 
charges  of  a  very  high  nature.  His  rigM 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  had  approved  of  i$ 
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and  had  declared  it  to  be  unanswerable. 
In  that  speech  he  heveT  mentioned  a  wish 
to  impeach  lord  Wellesley — but  if  that 
speech  were  unanswerable,  he  certainly 
ought  to  be  impeached.  It  might  be  asked, 
why  he  did  not  proceed  upon  these  char- 
ges?— that  was  not  his  object.  His  design 
was  to  have  lord  Wellesley  recalled  and 
another  system  adopted,  but  he  at  the 
same  time  thought  that  there  were  sufficient 
grounds  of  impeachment  against  that  no- 
bleman. His  object*  was  in  some  measure 
answered,  when  lord  Cornwallis  was  sent. 
to  India ;  aVid  as  to  the  impeachment  of 
lord  Wellesley,  he  did  not  proceed  with 
that,  partly  because  he  was  not  equal  to 
such  a  task,  and  partly  because  he  had  little 
hopes  of  having  efficient  support. 

Mr. Secretary  Fox  begged  leave  to  trou- 
ble the  house  with  a  few  words,  in  answer 
to  what  had  fallen  from  his  hon.  friend. 
His  hon.  friend  near  him  seemed  to  hint, 
that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  and  others  who  agreed 
with  him,  had,  in  opposition  to  their  for- 
mer conduct,  wished  to  disparage  this  pro- 
ceeding, and  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way. 
There  was  not  the  smallest  foundation  for 
such  suspicions,  nor  were  there  any  grounds 
whatever  for  arraigning  his  conduct   on 
that  head.     As  to  the  speech  of  his  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Francis),  he  had  undoubtedly 
said,  that  it  was  unanswerable  ;  not  mean- 
ing to  make  this  broad  assertion  absolutely, 
but  because,  in  fact,  no  attempt  had  ever 
been  made  to  answer  it.     He  approved  of 
it  certainly,  altogether,  and  partly,  perhaps, 
for  this  reason  among  others,   that  there 
his  hon.  friend  had  professed  to  drop  all 
idea  of  proceeding  to   an  impeachment* 
Yet  it  was  rather  hard  that  he  should  think 
it  incumbent  on  those  who  thought  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  blame  somewhere, 
and  that  a  bad  •system'  had  been  pursued, 
to  support  an  impeachment  or  any  motion 
for  criminal  proceedings.     He  totally  dis-' 
claimed  any  such  idea.'    It  might  happen 
that  a  person  might  disapprove,  a  bad  sys- 
tem without  being  committed  to  support  a 
criminal  charge.     When  a  bad  system  of 
government  prevailed,  the  best  mode  of' 
remedying  this  was  hot,  in  general,  by  im- 
peaching an  individual.    The  object  was, 
to  remove  the  person  who  carried  on  such 
*  system,  and  to  take  care  that  none  such 
should  be  acted  upon  in  future ;  and,,  this 
being  obtained,  it  might  often  be  inexpedi- 
ent, to  carry  the  matter  any  farther.     But, 
at  the  same  time,  there  might  be  particular 
'  acts,  of  so  enormous  a  kind  as  to  call  for 
Yoi-VK 


impeachment.    This  he  did  not  mean  to 
deny.     But  he  and  his  hon.  friend  had  a 
great  deal  of  experience  on  ibis  subject. 
This  was  certainly  not  a  proper  time  for 
enquiry.     He  (Mr.  Fox)  acted  as  he  found 
it  necessary  to  do,  with  respect  to  Systems 
in  Europe.     About  these  systems   there 
might  be,  and,  no  doubt,  there  often  was, 
a  great  deal  of  error  in  judgment;     He 
might  disapprove  of,  and  strongly  oppose 
them ;     and,    if     he    could    accomplish 
his  object,    which  was  the  destruction  of 
these  systems,  he  would  certainly  not  al- 
ways think  it  necessary  to  resort  to  enqui- 
ries.     That  was   his    opinion    generally, 
though,  undoubtedly,  there  might  be  ex- 
ceptions to  the  general  rule.     If  this  rulg 
was  proper  with  respect  to  all  executive 
governments,  it  was  particularly  so  with 
regard  to  India.     Now,  that  he  ought  to 
bring  a  regular  charge   in   all    instances 
where  he  disapproved  of  a  particular  sys- 
tem of  conduct,  was  a  conclusiou  to  which 
he  could  by  no  means  assent.     Impeach- 
ment was  a  bad  mode  of  proceeding,  ex- 
cept in  particular  cases ;  and  certaiuly   it 
was  not  advisable  to  adopt  it  with  regard 
to  a  governor-general  of  India  merely  on 
account  of  his  system.     One  hon.  gent, 
had  said,  that  all  these  papers  ought  to  be 
examined  by  every  member  of  this  house* 
before  he  voted  on  this  question*     This, 
perhaps,  might,  when  they  were  very  vo- 
luminous, be,  in  some  instances,  incompa- 
tible with  other  duties;  but  he  believed 
that  in  cases  where  the  necessity  was  not 
great,  it  was  possible  that   such   charges 
might  be    brought  forward  rather  with  a 
view  to  the  popularity  which  they  might 
acquire,  than  from  any  hopes  of  ultimate  sur* 
cess.     He  had  approved  highly  of  his  hon* 
friend's  speech,  and  the  more  so  as  he  had 
disclaimed   any  idea  of  a  charge  of  im- 
peachment.    He  did  not  say  that  impeach- 
ment ought  in  all  cases  to  be  abandoned  ; 
but  lie  really  was  of  opinion,  that  if  it  were 
often  to  be  resorted  to,*  it  would,  from  its 
difficulties,    be  soon  given   up  in  despair* 
and  impunity  might  thus  be  procured   for 
almost  all  sorts  of  crimes  and  misdemea* 
nours  committed  by  a  governor-general  of 
India.     As  to  desertion,  he  certainly  could 
not  be  said  to  desert  a  person  whom  he 
bad  never  encouraged ;  but  since  the  trial 
of  Mr.  Hastings,  they  might  say,  if  tbey 
pleased,  that  he  shrunk  from  all  India  im- 
peachments,   or  (lew  from  'them,  or  any 
worse  term  might  be  used,   if  a  wor§* 
could  be  fount}*     Tg  this  b*  i<^>&\^vk&^ 
3  V 
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no  answer.  But  so  far  was  be  from  deser- 
ving the  insinuation  which  hud  been  thrown 
out  against  him,  of  having  altered  his  opi- 
nion with  his  situation,  that  the  only  rea- 
son why  he  was  present  at  this  debate 
at  all,  was,  the  very  circumstance  of  that 
change.  He  scarcely  ever  attended  these 
discussions  before,  since  Mr.  Hastings's 
impeachment.  He  had,  indeed,  attended  at 
the  delivery  of  the  speech  of  his  hon. friend, 
but  that  was  merely  a  matter  of  courtesy 
to  him.  It  was  now  his  duty,  however,  to 
attend  to  all  these  discussions.  It  was,  in- 
deed, the  duty  of  every  member  of  parlia- 
ment, but  in  a  peculiar  manner  that  of  a 
person  in  bis  situation,  and  if  he  did  not 
do  it,  his  conduct  might  be  liable  to  the 
worst  construction.  Tie  did  uttend,  .there- 
fore, and  delivered  his  opinion  with  more 
freedom  than  he  would  otherwise  have 
done,  for  then  he  would  probably  have  said 
nothing.— The  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Paull)  had 
given  notice  of  a  charge  which  he  intended 
to  bring  forward  on  Tuesday,  lie  would, 
in  the  interval,  acquaint  himself  with  the 
subject,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  and  give 
his  opinion  of  what  was  the  most  proper 
mode  of  proceeding.  The  hon.  gent.bad  read 
a  great  deal  from  the  debates  that  took  place 
relative  to  the  trial  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and 
was  in  his  opinion  very  properly  called  to 
order  by  his  noble  friend  (Temple).  He  had 
looked  very  little  into  these  debates,  but 
what  he  had  seen  of  them  was  exceedingly 
inaccurate,  and  often  the  very  reverse  of 
what  had  been  said.  The  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, by  bringing  charge  after  charge, 
had  been,  upon  the.whole,  the  mode  which 
Mr.  Burke,  himself,  and  others,  thought 
best  on  the  impeachment  of  Mr.  Hastings. 
If  that  mode  was  the  best,  in  the  present 
instance  it  might  be  adopted.  But,  while 
he  spoke  of  the  most  proper  mode,  it  must 
not  be  therefore  understood  that  he  agreed 
in  the  propriety  of  impeachment  at  all. 
As  to  his  opinions,  he  did|  not  see  why  he 
was  to  be  so  much  distrusted  because  he  did 
not  on  every  occasion  volunteer  his  notions. 
It  was  very  difficult  to  proceed  properly  in 
a  criminal  case  before  the  house,  as  no  ho- 
nest man  would  wish  in  such  an  affair  to 
use  any  other  influence  except  what  might 
be  derived  from  his  argument;  and,  if  this 
was  the  case,  was  it  not  better  to  wait  till 
the  whole  matter  was  before  the  house, 
than  to  sound  a  trumpet  in  every  stage  of 
the  business  ?  This  certainly  would  not  be 
his  conduct,  nor  could  it  be  the  wish  of  anv 
one  who  was  anxious  only  that  substantial 
*  justice  should  be  done. 


Mr.  Paull  .said,  he  di 
this  cause  with  a  view  to 
merely  from  a  sense  of  d 
intention  to  follow  the  p 
before  him  with  respect  f 
He  meant,  on  Tuesday, 
charge,  and  move  to  lay 
and,  that  a  future  day  shoi 
to  take  it  into  considered 
had  laid  his  first  charge  a, 
ings  on  the  table,  on  the 
it  was  not  takeu  into  com 
8th  of  June.  The  boa 
his  thanks  to  the  right  hoa 
candid  and  liberal  manne 
conducted  himself. 

Mr.  H.  Addtngton  desir 
ther  it  was  the  intention 
to  move  for  any  documer 
charge,  when  it  should  be 

Mr.  Paull  replied,  t\ 
should  agree  to  his  moti 
charge  on  the  table,  he 
have  it  taken  into  consic 
ture  day.  He  proposed 
cuments  in  support  of  itj 
be  taken  at  the  bar,  but 
should  first  decide  wheth 
impeachable  matter.  0 
posed  to  bring  forward  hii 
relative  to  disobedience  » 
assumption  of  rights  < 
which  he  should  follow 
that  they  be  taken  iuto  ci 
subsequent  day. 

Mr.  Grant  observed,  th 
the  opinion  of  the  court  of 
ed.  He  thought  that  the  sy 
the  best  system  for  India  i 
of  controul  was  a  checj 
directors,  and  they  on  th< 
a  check  on  the  board  of 
differences  on  grave  sub 

.  was  material  that  the  o< 

r  i 

parties  should  be  brought 
ration.  If  the  house  entc 
tion,  it  should  sift  it  to; 
a  view  to  obtain  substan 
the  parties. 

Mr.  Johnstons  said,  ij 
that  the  opinions  of  tl 
totally  overruled  by  tfie 
and  the  treaties  with  the.1 
and  the  Nizam,  were  coi 
it.  His  sentiments,  wil 
affairs  of  India,  were  a 
they  bad  ever  been ;  bu( 
sing  questions  regarding  j 
thought  the  house  woq 
adopt  resolutions,  which 
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C  event  transactions,  such  as  had  passed 
ithin  the  last  .')  years. 

Mr.  W.  Smifi  having  understood,  that 
he  had  bad  the  misfortune  of  falling  under 
the  censure  ofhis  lion,  friend  (Af-  I'rancis, 
tee  p.  800),  on  a  former  day  for  a  tempo- 
rmry  absence,  and  having  beard  the  same 
erasure  repealer!  against  a  right  hot),  gent. 
fMr.  Sheridan)  this  day,  rose  to  state,  fur 
the  consolation  of  bis  lion,  friend  and  the 
bouse,  thai  his  absence  had  in  part  been 
occasioned,  in  the  former  instance,  by  his 
waiting  on  that  hon.  friend,  to  ascertain 
the  part  he  meant  lo  take  on  the  occasion, 
and  that  bis  right  hon.  friend  remained  of 
his  former  opinion,  and  would  attend  in 
his  place  whenever  the  subject  should  he 
brought  forward. — The  several  motions 
were  then  agreed  to. 

[Slave  Jmpohtathi"*  Bill.]  On  the 
Baolion  for  the  second  reading  of  this   bill, 

General  Gnsaynt,  disapproved  of  the 
principle  of  the  bill  altogether,  and  asked 
whether  counsel  might  not  be  heard  against 
hat  u  future  stage ;  and  was  informed  by  the 
•neaker  that  they  might. 
1  Sir  W.  Young  approved  of  the  principle 
if  the  biil,  which  he  considered  as  a  boon 
V*  the  West-India  merchants,  and  stated 
th«:  he  had  been  at  a  numerous  meeting  of 

General  Ga.-tot/iie  Again  ro-.e,  and  was 
failed  to  order  by  Mr.  WtlberfoKW ;  but 
being  informed  by  the  speaker  that  he  was 
in  order,  he  pn 


opinion,  this  biil  was 

,l  -  -'it  nv  indirectly  to 

abolish  the  -lave  t.i 

.-.  ul.-.h  could  not  be 

done  in  an  •  ■■  I  ..    | 

direct  iii-iiiri.'!-. 

&rtV.Curli*  I 

hi    thl  »tave  trade  an 

enl  that  coflld  nut 

■  ■   -■   i,i  died,    but  he 

never  pan  1  .  •■: 

■■     1  ,i,iself.        He 

heard  nothh       f  ■■■■■ 

•;:■  •  •.!,-  of  merchants 

•dverled  to  by  tin'  t 

m.  baronet. 

Mr.  Brooke   appr 

ved   Hi*;    principle  of 

the  bill,  which  he  c 

nsidered  »s  beuuficial 

tathcWVsi-lndiaim 

reliant*.— The  bill  was 

then  reada^d  time. 

Mundmi,  April  21- 
[Minutes.]  The  royal  assent  was  gi- 
ven by  commission  to  the  20  Millions  loan 
Ml,  the  Irish  Treasury  bills  bill,  the  Iriih 
Militia  Service  bill,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
Tudebill,  and  the  British  Fishery  bills.— 

an  seat,  as  baron  Hay,  on  liia    lordship's 
•niniug  his  majority. 
(Kino's  Message  respecting  Frus- 


L 


st a.]     Lord  Grenville   presented   !■ 
lowing  message  from  his  majesty  : 

"  G,  /(.     His  maJSMy  thinks  it  \ 
to  acquaint  the  house  of  lords,  that  1 
found  himself  under  the  necessity  of 
drawing  his  ministers   from   the   coi 
Berlin,  and  of  adopting  provisionally 
suresof  just   retaliation  against  trie 
itterce  and    navigation  of   Prussia, 
maj.  deeply  regrets  this  extension  an 
gravation  of  calamities,  already  so  set 
felt  by  the  nations  of  ttie  continent,  v 
independence  and   prosperity  he  has 
ceased  to  consider  as  intimately  conn 
with   those  ofhis   own   people,   liul 
suresof  direct  hostility,  deliberately  tti 
ed  against  him,  have  left  him  no  alti 
tire. — In  a  moment  of  confidential  i 
coarse,  without  even  the  pretence  fit 
rause  of  complaint,  forcible  possession 
been  taken  by  Prussia  of  his  maj. 'a 
toral  dominions.     Deeply    as  this  t 
aneil"r|  the  interest*  of  this  ^kingdom 
tnaj.  chose,     nevertheless,  to   forbear 
this  painful  occasion,  all  recourse  to 
tried   and   affectionate    attachment  ol 
Brili<h  subjects.      He    remonstrated, 
amicable  negnciation,   against  the  in 
he  had  sustained,  and  rested  his  claiir 
repamtion  <:r.  the  moderation  of  his  c 
duct,  on  the  justice  of  his  represents! 
and  nn  the  common  interest  which  Pru 
hervell  must  ultimately  feet,  to  resist  a 
tern  del.  t  me  tive  uf  the  security  of  all  le> 
mate   posseSMon.     Nut    when,    instead 
receiving  assurances  conformable  to 
just   expectation,    his  maj.  was   inforr 
that  the  determination  had   been   takei 
excluding,  by   force,   the  vessels    and 
commodities  of  this   kingdom  from    pi 
and  countries  under  tfaelawfiil  daminl 
or  forcible   ciuUroul  of   Prussia;   his   a 
could  "no  longer  delay  to  act  without 
glccttng   the   tirst  duty  which   he   owes 
Ills  people.  The   dignity  of  hit  crown,  i 
the   interests   ofhis  subjects,  equally  I 
bid  his   acquiescit)i>  in   this   open  and 
provoked  agression.      He  has  no  doub 
the  frill  support   of   his  parliament,  in  i 
dicating  the  honour  of  the  British  dag,  i 
the  freedom  of  the  Ornish  navigation  ;  i 
he  will  look   witb  anxious  expoctattbti 
that  moment,  when   a  more  dignified  i 
enlightened  policy,  on  the  part  of  Prus 
shall   remove  every  impediment  '  to 
renewal  of  peace    and  friendship  wit 
power  with  whom  his  maj.  has  no  nt 
cause  of  difference  than  that  now  crea 
by  these  hostile  acts." 

The  message    having  been   read, 


■  ...•.!.-!»,  upon  «!.,.r.. 

■  -...i„    a    bill    n,:r.-t  :* 

:i.e  public,  and  rr:t;'f 
■u:-jB  which  lhe:r  in.p:r 
mi  (.-Artie ularly  from  ir 
-oiii  whose  tulents  mar. 
■  ;^jpfti'jns  might  be  ex:* 
ship'toi-duded  by  pv:iTg 
:r.oi.ld  bring  foiwars  smm 
-ubjici  on  Monday ;'.'....) 
would  not  [ledge  Uinrf!: 
cular  day,  mid  n>o>e:l  l: 
summoned  for  that  dav. 

Tfcti  Duke  of  -iW-w 
itrtiii^tn  u-rini  the  ii.nn^ 
re  It,  in  find  i  nc  that  a  uieaa 
•rquearc  whs  taken  up  by 
whom  Ik  entertained  s-i 
and  aku?p  tali-nts  vert  so 
undertaking  fan-J  iL'.Tir* 


icli 

>nnili-ut  lien 


:!  j  thai  iht:  nobk  lord  tttuid 
.-.|bi.d  ui.ttuiruoui  tiiar.i:s  if 
j:  I  try,  fur  whose  ber.e.'il  «e  ii 
t ,  undertaken  it. 
*j  [Amerk.in  Intebcovi 
■t,  j  Holland  s.ui.1,  he  h.id  to  ap 
-  I  bill  upon  this  subject  »4i  a 
ylt^imtssu  be  Lid  bc:..re 


importation,  &c.  oi  pro  vis 
rum  the  purl*  of  Ameiic 
.or  Wt-r-t-Iwiiii  atliwie*. 
imnly  I*  laid  before  thei 
it-  should  propose  tLat  it  i 


i  II, 


s«kv 


:  Duke  of  Muntruv 
he  was  one  of  those  ubu  C 
tli>:  meat ure  of  a  much  mor 
tliiin  it  seemed  to  be  colli 
who  introduced  it.  They) 
I  jo  a  warn  of  the  treat  umu 
nape,  and  of  the  great  nut 
:■  ho  wen-  employed  in  that 
ptrsuadM  that  the  shippin 
no  Us*  than  101,(1.00  tons, 
toh'juo.  To  prove  thU  at 
ulc  lunl  concluded  witling 
papers,  by  which,  he  said,  a 
:cd  would  be  fully  confirm 
[Impeachment  of  Lai 
-|  Mr.  W'-t,   surveyor-gen 


s,:M-!,<:-r.,-;-ti 
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chancellor,  respecting  the  lime  when 
preparations  in  Westminster-hal]»  for 
c.nirt  of    parliament,   sitting   on    tli 

of  lord  Melville,  would  be  compli 
informed  their  lordships,  that  tl: 
i  would  be  completely  finished  on  Si 

?next. — Mr.  Whitbread  presented 
the  names  of  certain  additional  wit- 
»  who  were  deemed  necessary  by  the 
mans  to   be  examined  on   the  trial  of 

Melville,  and  requested  tbelr  lord- 
i  would  i.'sue  summonses  for  their  at- 
*nce,  on  Tuesday,  the  Sjjti  inM. — Af- 
the  messengers  bad  withdrawn,  their 
itiips  ordered  that  a  message  be 
>e  commons,    acquainting   them, 

lordships    would   take    '" 
i  to  provide  for  the  attendance  of  the 
rwes  mentioned. 

wd  iVaUinghtuii  read  the  report  of  the 
nit  tee,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to 
J)  for  precedents  respecting  their  lord- 
('  modes  of  proceeding  on  former  cases 

jteachaitnt:   which  report  was  order- 
i  into  consideration  on  Wed. 


d  jincktnnd    moved,  that  the  bouse 

1  proceed  on   the   trial  of  lord  Mel- 
dirnn,  except  from  any  spe- 
isiderations   they    should   deem    it 

lent  to  adjourn  to  the  day  after  tlit 
ow  of  Hie  day  on  which  the  molioL 
Id  be  made. 

ie  Earl  of  llathior  moved  that  the  fur- 
consideralion  of  [bis  motion  shouU 
be  postponed  nil  Wednesday.— Th.- 
>l  llosslvu  and  the  lord  chancellor  op- 
1  this  motion,  on  (be  ground  of  its 
i  unnecessary,  it  being  already  the  gc- 

ami  decided  opinion  of  the 
they  ou-ht  to  proceed  on  the  inside  die 


The 


put  and  carried. 


HOUSE    Of    ICV.MONS. 

Mwduu,  Aprilll. 
Umrio.J  Mi,  Whitbread  moved, 
&«CMage  be  scut  lo  the  lords,  with  a 
iBJuntsesses  whom  lie  proposed  tt 
tua.il.'. i..  .1  hy  their  lordship  In  at- 
^^Erf  lord  Melville.     Ordered. 


from  the  lords  shortly 
informed  the  house,  that  their  lore 
would  give  orders  (or  summoning  thi 
uesses  to  attend  the  trial  of  lord  Mel 
as  desired. — Mr.  Whitbread  then  gav 
tice  that  he  should,  to-morrow,  movt 
that  part  of  the  journals  of  the  hou 
last  session  which  contained  the  ord 
the  house  to  the  attorney  general,  to 
pend  the  proceedings  in  the  civil 
against  lord  Melville  be  read,  forth* 
pose  of  moving,  that  tbe  altorney-ge 
he  ordered  still  further  to  suspend  tbe 
ceedieigs  therein. — Admiral  Markham, 
a  view  to  the  charge  to  be  preferred  ag 
earl  St.  Vincent,  by  an  hou.  member  t 
site,  thought  it  necessary  to  call  for  : 
lurther  papers,  which,  us  they  were  air 
made  out,  would  not  create  any  di 
After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Jeftery, 
wished  to  give  every  accommodation  iti 
power,  that  would  not  preclude  him 
bringing  forward  his  charge  in  the  pre 
session,  and  from  lord  Howick,  the  se\ 
papers  were  ordered, — Mr.  Fox  appe. 
at  the  bar,  with  a  Message  from  his  inaj( 
uhicb  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up, 
was  read  by  the  speaker  as  usual.  It  vmi 
same  as  (hat  presented  to  tbe  house 
lords.  See  p.  806". — On  the  mottoc 
Mr.  Fex,  ibis  message  was  ordered  t< 
taken  into  consideration  the  next  day. 
thftn  moved  for  the  production  of  se<.i 
papers  on  this  subject,  which  were  af 
wards  laid  before  the  house. 

[Affairs  of  India.]  Lord  Archil 
Haniiittiii  rust,  ni  consequence  of  the 
tice  which  be  had  previously  given,  D 
motion  for  a  paper  containing  the  opin 
of  the  court  of  directors  relative  to  i 
transactions  in  India,  during  the  admi 
straiten  of  lord  Wellesley.  Before  he  p 
cceded  to  make  his  motion,  he  hoped  I 
house  would  allow  him  to  preface  it  b; 
few  preliminary  observations.  He  (i 
apologised  for  himself  in  taking  up  il 
business,  but  he  was  placed  in  this  situati 
by  the  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Huddl 
stone; j  having  abandoned  his  original  tntt 
tion  of  moving  for  this  paper.  He  d 
claimed  all  idea  of  moving  for  it  witt 
to  its  being  made  aground  of  chat 
point  of  evidence  against  lord  Weill 
ley.  Much  as  he  disapproved  of  the  ej 
upon  which  that  noble  lord  acted, 
no  intention  of  this  kind.  The 
would  be  sufficient  opportunity  afterwar 
Ibrhisdeclar.nghis  opinion  on  that  subjei 
His  object  in  moving  for  this  paper  th 
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was,  to  make  it  a  ground  of  charge  against 
the  late  board  of  controul,   and  the  noble 
lord  (Castlereagh)  who  presided  there.    Il 
it  appeared  afterwards  that  the  proceedings 
of  that  board  had   been  just  and  proper, 
nobody  could  be  more   ready  to  acknow- 
ledge his  error  than  he  would  be ;  but,  un- 
less he  was  very  much  mistaken  indeed,   it 
would  turn   out    that   there    were    good 
grounds  of  charge  aaainst  them.     The  no- 
ble lord  had,  year  alter  year,  gone  on  sta- 
ting that  the  affairs  of  India  were  in  a  con- 
dition of  the  highest  prosperity.     The  di- 
rectors now   said   that   they  were   on  the 
brink  of  ruin.     One  or  other  must  be  mis- 
taken, and    his  object  was,    to    ascerlaiu 
which  statement  was  correct,  and  to  whom 
the  evils  that  had  fallen  upon  India  were 
to  be  attributed,  supposing  that  the  opi- 
nion,  of  the  directors  was  well  founded. 
This  he  considered  as  a  very  proper  subject 
of  deliberation  for  the  house.     The  dis- 
patch of  the  court  of  directors  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Bengal,  disapproving  of  the 
system  that  had  been  pursued,   had  been 
submitted  to  the  late  board  of  controul, 
and  was  withheld  by  them.     The  directors 
were  at  the  same   time  obliged   to  sign  a 
dispatch  contradicting  their  real  sentiments, 
and  approving  those  very  measures  which 
they  considered  as   pernicious.     Was  the 
noble  lord   prepared    to  own  himself  the 
author  of  the  awkward  and  unpleasant  si- 
tuation in  which  the  directors  were  thus 
placed  ?  What  share  of   such  a   measure 
woald  he  take  upon  himself,    and    what 
would  he  ascribe  to  others  ?  He  called  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  the  state  of  the 
unfortuuate  directors,  who  had  a  dispatch 
forced  upon  them,  contradictory  to  what  was 
their  real  opinion,  and  this  a  dispatch  which 
was  afterwards  laid  before  the  house  as  a 
statement  of  their  real  sentiments.    This 
was  the  effect  of  that  system  for  the  govern- 
ment of  India  which  had  been  so  much  op- 
posed by  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.Fox),  and 
whioh,  had  his   bill  been  adopted,   would 
never  have  taken  place.     The  court  of  di- 
rectors were  without  power,  and  the  board 
of   controul   without    responsibility.     He 
would  ask  any  gent,  what  would    be  his 
feelings,' were  he  called  upon  in  his  private 
capacity  to  approve  of  what  was  contrary 
to  his  real  sentiments  ?  It  was  not  for  him 
to  criticise  the  conduct  of  the  directors, 
or  to  examine  how  far  they  were  culpable 
in  their  compliance.     Frobably  jt  was  not 
in  their  power  to  have  acted  otherwise  than 
they  did.     He  confessed  he  had  reason,  on 
3  N 


this  occasion,  to  fear  the  o 
of  those  friends  with  who n 
but  he  was  not  conscioi 
pressed   any  opinion    a 
which  they  had  been  in  tl 
taining.     He  should,  at  1 
tisfaction  of  thinking  the 
he  had  delivered  respect! 
and  absurdity  of  the  pr 
the   government    of    In<! 
to  theirs.     The  noble  1< 
to  several  objections   wl 
might  be  made  to  his  mo' 
ded  with  moving,  "That 
fore  the  house  a  Dispatch 
court  of  directors,  dated 
to  tho  governor  general 
answer  from  the  Board  0 
sing  to  transmit .  the  san 
from  the  court  of  director 
Mr.  Hudleston.— Sir,  . 
repeated  notice  of  intend 
papers  which  would  have 
tract  from  the  most  im] 
110  w  moved  for  by  the  not 
have  felt  it  necessary  to  01 
on  the  present  occasion,  c 
been  particularly  alluded 
lord,  lest   my  silence   no 
much  misconstrued,  as   I 
has  been  which  induced  : 
my   intention  of  bringing 
motions.     The  noble  lord 
tinguishing  his  own  objeC 
stated,  that  his  is  not  td 
Wellesley.      Whenever    1 
may  take  place  on  the  is 
of  the  state  of  our  affairs  1 
1  shall  not  shrink  from  the 
in  respect  to  my  motive* 
papers  in  question  to  bel 
the  facts  are  briefly  and  i 
discussion  in  this  house  n 
the  last  session,  had  give 
both  here  and  withont  <k 
ecutive  body  of  the  Easl 
approved  of  certain  tread 
Oude,  and  transactions   i 
them.     A  paper  certainly 
to  that  idea,  had  been  najj 
dered  to  be'laid  before  tbA 
approbation   of  those  tr4 
pressed  under  the  hands  01 
mittee  of  the  court  of  dii 
knowing  that  the  court  j 
noteven  been  made  acqt 
transactions  until  two  y« 
of  thai  letter,  and  that, 
acquainted  with  them, 
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disapprobation  of  them  ;  I  -.felt  anx- 
a  remove  the  impression  which  the 
ction  of  that  letter  had  occasioned, 
vas  iny  sole  object,  and  I  therefore 
mined  to  move  for  certain  papers, 
i  if  produced,  1  knew  would  aocoro- 
it,  and  which  bad  reference  to  no 
■  subject,  than  to  the  affairs  of  Ontie, 
'urrucltabad . — Dut,  froracircumstan- 
bicb  must  be  fresh  in  the  recollection 
S  house,  and  to  which  it  became  roe 
:!d  every  attention,  I  was  induced  to 
touemy  motions  three  several  times; 
at  length  the  document,  an  extract 
which  was  the  most  material  of  the 
rs  I  had  intended  to  move  for,  waac 
led  b\  ihe  East-India  board,  and  at" 
i  days  laid  before  them.  The  pj 
ran  of  it  here,  therefore,  was 
n  necessary  for  the  only  object  I 
io  view.  I  consequently  determined 
iJinquisb  ray  intention  to  move  foi 
Miners  ;  and  I  did  so  the  more  readily 
i.  the  consideration  that  persons  U 
(B  judgments  I  feel,  and  ought  to  fee 
jnuce,  saw  objections  to  the  produc 
of  that  paper  ;  mid  aUo  because,  al- 
gb  the  paper  in  question  expresses  the 
nl  sentiments  of  T' 
ff  might,  in  movioi 
Sit  that  body  wit 


of  direc- 
.ppear  to 


..n  !,.-.. 


-  !'•' 


iritbutit  the  more  material  one  of  the 
;r  having  been  produced  elsewhere, 
,!d  have  given  place  to  the  anxiety  1 
to  exempt  even  the  limited  share  and 
:e  which  I  occupy  in  the  court  of  riirec- 
,  from   that  proportion  of  the  merit  or 


3  the  t 


tlrun 


'ed  for  by    the  noble  lord,  1  certu 
lUote  for  their  production,  though"! 
not  vote  for  it  exactly  on  the  ground: 
edby   the  noble  lord  ;  far  I  am  unablt 
perceive,   how   the  production    of   the 
er  ill  question,    can    be    considered 
ailbing  ground    of   accusation    against 
'   party,    against  the   board  of  com 
Hers,  any  more  than  against  the  ecu 
ectors.     For,  surely,  ii  the  proteet 
Oude,  and  any   Other  proceedings 
inverted   upon   in   that    document,  have 
fnjust  and  light,  the  com  tut  dueati 
II be  open  to  censure  lor  the  disappi 


bation  expressed   of  them  on  that  aceo 
and  the   board   of  commissioners   will 
entitled  to  commendation   for    having 
jecled    it.      To  couuider,  therefore, 
paper  as  furnishing  a  ground  of accusa 
agiiinsl  either  party,   seems  to   me,  w< 
be  like  prejudging   that   question.     I) 
lull  support  the  motion  on  what  app 
o  me  to  be  broader  ground — that  ei 
paper  on  Indian  affairs,  that  bas  been  ■ 
led  for  since   the   attention  of  this    hi 
and  the  public  has  been  drawn  to   the 
transactions  in  India,  has  been  granted 
liiscri  minutely.    And    in     respect     to 
Oude  transactions,    there  is  this  addi 
tial  argument  for  the  production  at  lean 
so  much  of  the   document  in  question 
relates  to   them ;  namely,  that  tbe  ho 
has  already  ordered  the  production,  a 
paper,  expressing  the  approbation  en1 
tamed  oi  thoSe  transactions  by  the   bo 
of   India   commissioners.    That   paper 
course  lias  made  its  own  impression  on 
house.  The  paper  in  question  on  the  ot 
hand,    expanses  tbe  disapprobation  SCI 
tained  by  tbe  court  of  directors  of 
same  transactions:  and  as  the  former 
been  granted,  there  seems  an  obvious  p: 
ciple  in    favour  of   not    withholding 
other ;  or  at  least  of  so  much  of  it  a* 
lates  to  those  affairs   which  are   before 
ttt;  namely,  those  of  Oude  and  F 
kabad.   At  the  same  time  I  am  awi 
that  the   production  of  that  particular 
r  is   liable  to  the  objection,  that  ii 
proposed  letter  or  dispatch  ooly,  «h 
is    not   transmitted,    and    of    course 
opportunity  of  answeriug  it  given  to 
government,  to  which  it  was  meant  to 
.ddressed.  This  objection  I  should  fee 
;  tbe  production  of 
if  the  late  governor-gener 
absent  in  India  ;  but,  as  he  is  on 
,  it  is  open   to   him  to  have  a  cop\ 
the  paper  to  answer  it,  and  to  have  a  c 
of  his  answer  also  moved   for,  and  laid 
lore  this  house  :   U  may  be  said  also,  i 
etiect   the  paper  has   been  answerer 
the   reasons  which    the    board  of  com! 
sioners  gave  for  rejecting  it.  But  a  st 
ger  answer  to  the  objection  may  be  fo 
in    the  fact,    that  a  paper   under  the  s 
circumstances   lias    been   moved    for, 
ordered  without   objection   or    discuss 
The  case  was  this  :   the  court  of   direc 
imagined    that  tbe   act  of  the  33d   ol 
i,.ug,  in  the  whole  of  tbe  spiru  ot  it, 
inure  literally   and  expressly-  in   the   I 
clause,  rendered  it  illegal  lor  a  govei 
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to  appoint  to  any  civil  office  under  the 
crown,  any  person  not  a  covenanted  ser- 
vant of  the  company,  and  that  even  of 
those  servants,  no  one  who  had  not  been 
*  12  years  actually  resident  in  India,  could 
lie  appointed  to  any  place  of  which  the 
emoluments  exceeded  4,000/.  per  annum. 
Proceeding  on  this  idea,  the  court  of  di- 
rectors framed  a  dispatch,  censuring  and 
annulling  as  illegal,  the  appointment  of  a 
gentleman  not  in  the  service,  to  be  deputy 
governor  of  Oude.  The  board  of  controul 
rejected  the  dispatch,  and  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  court  of  directors,  justifying  the  ap- 
pointment .  as  legal  and  proper.  Copies 
both  of  the  rejected  dispatch,  and  of  the 
Answer  from  the  board  of  commissioners, 
were  moved  for  in  this  house,  and  I  think 
by  a  member  of  the  late  board  of  commis- 
sioners, and  were  ordered  without  any  ob- 
jection* I  am  not  aware  of  any  objection 
to  the  production  of  the  paper  now  moved 
for,  that  was  not  applicable  to  the  pro- 
duction of  the  other.  On  these  grounds, 
eir,  I  think  it  right  to  support  the  present 
motion  for  papers,  as  I  have  done  every 
former  motion  made  tor  India  papers  when 
I  have  been  present  in  the  house,  in  order 
that  every  information  that  can  be  derived 
from  papers  relating  to  transactions,  in  the 
consequences  of  which  the  public  is  deeply 
interested,  may  be  fully  and  impartially 
before  the  house. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  declared  that  it  was 
with  regret  he  heard  that  such  a  motion  as 
the  present  was  to  be  made;  and  more 
especially  that  it  was  to  be  made  by  two 
persons  for  whom  he  had  a  great  respect 
(Mr.  Huddlestone  and  Mr.  R.  Thornton). 
But  the  pain  which  he  felt  was  not  a  little  in- 
creased when  he  found  it  was  to  be  made  by 
the  noble  lord  near  him  (Hamilton)  for  whom 
be  had  the  highest  esteem,  whose  personal 
,  regard  he  would  wish  to  conciliate,  and 
with  whom  he  would  always  desire  to  cul- 
tivate a  political  connection ;  for  to  him 
that  noble  lord's  ideas  respecting  the  consti- 
tution, and  his  sentiments  on  political  sub- 
jects in  general,  appeared  to  rest  on  prin- 
ciples so  just,  and  well  founded,  that  it 
gave  him  the  greatest  concern  to  differ 
from  him,  even  in  the  application  of  those 
principles  to  any  particular  point.  But 
be  thought  that  the  present  question  ought 
to  be  considered  with  a  view  to  the  judicial 
enquiry  about  to  come  before  the  house, 
and  therefore  our  attention  ought  to  be  di- 
rected to  justice  alone.  Mow,  viewing  the 
matter  hi  this  light,  he  could  not  reconcile 


it  to  his  mind  that  the  papers  called  for  by 
his  noble  friend  were  not  manifestly  and 
grossly  unjust.     His  noble  friend  seemed 
to  admit  that  it  would  be  improper  to  pro- 
duce  them    as   a  ground  of  crimination 
agaiust  lord    Welles  ley,  and   he  was  glad 
that  he  coincided  with  him  even  thus  far; 
but  let  us  consider  whether  they  would  not 
operate  against  him  in  an  unjust  and  op- 
pressive manner.    First,   he  might  con- 
tend that  these  papers  were  not  strictly 
official:  but  suppose  they  were,   was  the 
character  of  a  man,  under  accusation,  to 
be  weighed  down  even  by  official  papers  ? 
Look  at  the  common  judicial  proceedings 
of  the  country,  with  which   every  person 
must  be  more  or  less  acquainted  ;  would 
it  be  endured   that  the  general    opinion 
should  be  stated  as  a  ground  of  crimina- 
tion against  a    person    on    trial?    Nay, 
would  not   the  publication   of   any  thing 
like  this  against  his  character  be  a  reason 
for  putting  off  the  trial,  instead  of  beiug 
admitted  as  evidence  before  a  jury?  Now 
to  apply  this  to  the  present  case ;  whose 
opinions  were  they  calling  for  ?  those  of 
the  court  of  directors.     But  they,  by  law, 
could  only  communicate  their  opinions  to 
the  board  of  controul;  though,   certainly, 
he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  this  was  a 
good  law.     This,   however,   was  at  pre- 
sent the  only  way  in  which  they  could  give 
their  opinion  ;  and  when  they  were  obliged 
to  sign  a  thing  which  they  strongly  disap- 
proved, their  only  remedy  was  that  which 
was  open  to  all  in  such  a  situation,  namely, 
an   application    to   parliament.     But,  be- 
sides,  what  were  these   directors?  They 
were  the  persons  supposed  to  be  most  con- 
versant with  the  affairs  of  India ;  and,  both 
on  account  of  their  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject, and    their  respectability  as  a  b'oty 
justly  considered  as  a  high  authority.  But 
the  higher  their  authority,  so  much  the 
worse  would  it  be  to  produce  these  papers 
when  a  man  was  under  accusation.    T%ii 
was  so  clear,  on  every  well  'founded  princi- 
ple of  jurisprudence,  that  he  was  amazed 
that  it  could  escape  the  attention  of  any 
person.     Now,    in  this  case,  there  were 
some  particular  circumstances.    The  fart 
was,  the  anomalous  situation  of  the  di- 
rectors.    They  were  bound    to    execntf 
the  commands  of  others.     In  every  other 
department,  when  any  thing  was  proposed 
to  a  person  which  appeared  to  tiim  of  ih 
most  mischievous  tendency,  he  might  re- 
fuse to  sigu  it;  but  they  were  by  law  bound 
to  sign,  whether  they  approved  or  not,  and 
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their  condition  was  more  anomalous  than 
that  of  auy  class  of  men  iu  Europe,  even 
Under  the  most  despotic  government.  The 
only  remedy  they  had,  when  they  found 
that  the  board  of  controul  insisted  upon 
measures,  which  to  them  appeared  of  the 
most  dangerous  tendency,  was  to  come 
and   state  their  case  to  the  house.     Last 


what  was  the  difference,  since  they  were 
already  before  the  public  ?  Truly  the  diffe- 
red e  was,  that  the  commons  were  to  pass 
judgment  in  this  enquiry,  and  not  the  pub- 
lic. Now,  as  far  as  this  argument  had  been 
used,  it  would  weigh  more  the  other  way. 
If  you  only  want  information,  you  have 
that,  and  as  to  the  authority,  the  greater 


session,  a  motiou  was  made  for  a  letter  of  that  was,  so  much  the  worse  for  the  argu- 
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the  secret  committee,  which  could  properly 
be  considered  only  as  a  letter  of  the  board 
of  controul.     It  was  fairly  moved  for,  be- 
cause an  individual,  when  his  conduct  was 
called  in  question,   might  justly  enough 
call  for  such  documents  as  shewed  the  sub- 
sequent approbation  of  his  superiors, — he 
said  of  his  superiors,  because  though^ou 
(the  directors)  remonstrated  with  the  board 
of  controul,  you  did  not,  it  seems,  think  the 
matter  of  sufficient  importance  to  come  to 
the  house  and  state  your  case,  which,  if  you 
were  aggrieved,  was  a  plain  and  obvious 
course  for  you  to  pursue.  Another  point  was, 
that  the  directors  probably  wished  to  de- 
fend themselves.     This  was  not  the  stage 
for  that.     When  the  affair  of  the  marquis 
Wellesley  was  decided  upon,  and  when  the 
papers  now  called  for  could  have  no  influ- 
ence on  his  case,  then  they  might  fairly  be 
moved  for.     But  it  would  be  an  intolera- 
ble hardship  to  an  accused  person,   if  you 
could  say  that  you  did  not   call  for  such 
papers  to  injure  him,    but  to  defend  your 
own  characters.     The  answer  would  be, 
that  he  had.  a  great  regard  for  your  charac- 
ters, but,  in  defending  them,  you  were  not 
entitled  to  injure  him.     There  was  ano- 
ther point  to  be  considered.    If  the  actions 
of  lord  Wellesley  were  such  as  they  were 
represented  to  be,  then  the  papers  would 
pperate  against  the  board  of  cQntroul,  and 
their  influence  would  be  increased  when  it 
was  found  that  the  board  had  rejected  the 
better  counsel  of  the  directors.     But,   till 
the  conduct  of  that  board  came  under  .con- 
sideration, the  papers  ought  not  to  be. pro- 
duced.   Jf,  iudeed,  the  directors  had  come 
at  the   time  when  the   transaction  took 


ment  and  the  person  accused  ;    for  this 
dispatch  contained   a  strong  case  against 
the  marquis  Wellesley.    What  convenience 
could  result  from  its  production  ?  He  saw 
none,  but  the  contrary.  Were  the  accusers 
to   stand  behind  the   East-India  Co.,  or 
were  the  directors  to  support  themselves  at 
presentf  by  a  .case,  of  which  they  had  uot 
complained  at  the  proper  time  ?  He  hoped 
that  neither  of  these  things  could  be  per-* 
mitted.      But  then  it  was  said  that  these 
papers  were  not  intended  to  criminate  lord 
Wellesley.  One  said  that  they  were  inten- 
ded to  criminate  neither  the  board  of  con* 
troul,  nor  lord   Wellesley,  and  his  noble 
friend  wanted  them  as  a  general  piece  of 
information.   But  then  they  would  have 
that  effect  collaterally,  if  not  directly,  and 
therefore  they  ought  not  to  be  produced* 
We  were  not  at  present  considering  the 
situation  of  the  finances,  the  fabric  of  the 
government  of  India.    These  might  come 
under  review,  and  then  the  papers  might 
be  produced.      He  knew  that  his  noble 
friend,  amongst  all  the  excellent  qualities 
he  possessed,  would  regret  to  do  a  wrong 
thing,  and  he  would  ask  him  how  he  would 
feel,  if  a  fterwards  these  papers  should,  if 
now  produced,  be  used  in  a  manner  which 
he  would  disapprove  ?  Nothing  at  present 
would  be  lost  in  point  of  information,  and 
though  these  papers  might  be  useful  at  ano* 
ther  period,  they  would  just  now  be  atten- 
ded with  the  most  injurious  effects.  Though 
it  was  not  very  usual  to  move  the  previous 
question  on  motion  for  papers,  yet,  as  there 
was  nothing  in  the  forms  of  the  house  to 
prevent  it,  he  would  move  it  in  the  present 
instance. 


place,  aud   stated  their    opinion    to    the;     Mr.  Johnstone  said,  that  the  degree  of 
house,  aud  their  situation,  that  would  have  |  astonishment  under  which  he  rose  to  present 
been  a  different  matter.-*-With  regard  to 
the  point  of  information,  the  public  had 


it,  and  it  was  of  course  impossible  that  it 
could  he  kept  from  members  of  parlia- 
ment, who  formed  a  part  of  that  public. 
Jt  was  not,  therefore,  for  information  that 
the  other  papers  were  called  for,  but  on 
account  of  the  authority  which  they  would 
have  in  .the  enquiry  before  the  house.  But 
'   Vol.  VI. 


himself  to  the  house,  after  what  had  just 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  secretary,  scarce- 
ly left  him  the  power  of  utterance.  When 
that  right  hon.  gent,  and  his  friends  were 
on  the  opposition  side  of  the  house,  he  al- 
ways understood  them  to  be  not  only  the 
warm  friends,  but  the  loud  and  strenuous 
advocates  for  investigation  on  Indian  af- 
fairs. They  had  repeatedly  asserted,  and 
J     3G 
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urged,  that  unless  a  thorough  and  minute 
enquiry  into  the  whole  system  was  speedily 
adopted,  India  must  be  inevitably  lost  to 
tills   country  ;    but   now    that    they   had 
changed  place?,  they,  it  seemed,  had  total- 
ly changed  their  opinions  also,  and  depre- 
cated enquiry  as  useless  and  unnecessary. 
Had  his  majesty's  ministers  been  called  on 
tQ  produce  documents  from, a  commander- 
in-chief,  there    might  be   some  plea   for 
withholding  them  as  of  a  secret  and  confi- 
dential nature  ;  but  how  they  could  argue 
that  the  letters  or  dispatches  made  up  by 
the  court  of  directors,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  sent  out  to  India,   should  be  called 
unofficial  and  irrelevant  upon  an  enquiry 
of  this  sort,  he  was  wholly  aft  a  loss  to  ac- 
count; but  there  was  a  precedent  on  the 
journals,  of  the  18th  of  June,  1901,  indi- 
rect refutation  of  such  a  pretence  ;  for  on 
that  occasion  an  order  was  made  to  lay  be- 
fore the  house,  copies  of  the  paragraphs 
prepared  by  the  court  of  directors  and  laid 
before  the  board  6f  controul,  in"  order  to 
be  by  them  Considered,  and  inserted  in  the 
dispatches*  seht  out  to  India-.   The   right 
bou.  gent.,  he  thought,  must  admit,  that 
this  precedent  was  conclusive  authority  ; 
and  there  ;was  also  another  case  in  point 
upon   ft  motion  made  by   the  right  hon. 
gent,  himself,  in  1798.  The  only  argument 
in  which  he  could  agree  with  the  rmht  hon. 
gent,  was,  that  justice  should  not  be    vio- 
lated ;  and  if  he  could  conceive  that  any 
such  violation  were  likely  to  result  from 
«be  prdduction ■■  of  the  papers  in  question, 
:he>*hould  be  one  of  the  last  men  to  urge  it; 
■but  seeing  no  such -cause  of  apprehension, 
■'be   could  conceive    no   reason   why    the 
'house,  in  proceeding  to  an  enquiry  of  so 
-much  importance,  should  debar  itself  from 
-seeing  what  was  the  opinion  of  the  court  of 
directors,  and  of  the  board   of  controul, 
on  the  subjects  of  Indian  affairs.     Those 
were  the  officers  to  whom  the  government 
■of  India  was  entrusted,  and.  surely,  their 
opinions  must  be  extremely  important  for 
the  house  to  know.  When  the  investigation 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
-was  proposed  to  parliament,  and  the  house 
had  agreed  to  proceed  to  the  enquiry,  if 
■any  man  had   held  such  language  as  that 
of  the  right  hon.  gent,  this  -night,  in  resist- 
ance to   the  production  of  documents  so 
■necessary  to  the  information  of  the  house; 
if  :any  man  had  said,  "  Don't  let  us  weigh 
dow^n  a  criminal  by  such  a  mass  of  unofficial 
•^evidence,"  he  would  have  encountered  the 
« right   hon.  gent/s  strongest    reprobation. 


After  the  repeated  assurances  given  to  tbe 
house  by  the  friends  of  that  noble  lord,  of 
their  readiness  to  give,  upon  every  subject 
connected  with  his  conduct,  the  fullest  in- 
formation  to  the  house,  the  refusal  in  this 
instance  was  a  strong  reflection  upon  tbe 
character  of  that  noble  lord,  and  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  right  hon.  gent.  If  the  noble 
lord's  conduct  was  pure  and  unsullied,  he 
could  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  pro- 
duction of  these,  or  of  any  other  opinions. 
He  himself  really  had  no  idea  that  the  no- 
ble lord  was  guilty  of  any  intentional  cri- 
minality, though,  it  was  possible  he  might 
have  fallen  into  errors  but  too  incident  to 
men  in  great  power,  by  making  an  irapro 
permse  of  that  power,  and  this  wasreallythe 
utmost  he  meant  to  impute  to  the  noble  lord. 
But  if  differences  of  opinion  had' existed  be- 
tween the  court  of  directors,  and  the  board 
of  controul  upon  this  subject,  he  owned, 
that  it  was  somewhat  singular  that  tbe 
India  Co.,  and  the  public,  should  be  put  in 
possession  of  those  differences,  and  parlia- 
ment alone  kept  in  the  dark.  In  short, 
conceiving  as  he  did,  that  the  house,  by 
being  possessed  of  those  papers,  would 
have  a  much  more  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  existing  state  of  India,  and  be  of  course 
better  capacitated  to  discuss  the  subject, 
he  should  persist  in  supporting  the  noble 
lord's  motion. 

Mr.  Hiley  Addington  declared  that  no- 
thing ever  astonished  him  more  than  the 
astonishment  expressed  by  the  hon.  mem- 
ber in  ribiug  to  answer  the  speech  of  bit 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Fox) ;  and  in  the 
whole  of  what  had  fallen  from  that  right 
hon.  gentr,  his  opinion  so  fully  coincided^ 
that  he  felt  it  unnecessary  to  add  any  thing 
further  upon  pbints  so  ably  and  so  elor 
quently  elucidated.  The  noble  lord  who 
brought  forward  this  motion,  had  professed, 
that  he  had  no  intention  thereby  to  crimi- 
nate the  conduct  of  marquis  Weilesley. 
He  was  willing  to  give  the  noble  lord  foil 
credit  for  sincerity  in  his  declaration;  but 
yet  he  thought  it  was  impossible,  if  those 
papers  were  produced,  but  that  they  rowt 
give  rise  to  opinions- injurious  to  his  cha- 
racter, and  strongly  tend  to  excite  preju* 
dices  against  him.'  '  The  document  alluded 
to  certainly  was  laid1  upon  the  fable  of  the 
court  of  proprietors,  by  an  hon.  gent,  who 
certainly  conceived  it  to  be  a  confidential 
communication.  It  had,  by  some  under* 
hand  means,  he  understood,  found  its  way 
into  print,  and  it  contained  a  series  of  bpi* 
nions  in  condemnation  of  the  conduct  of 
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lord  Wellesley,  from  the  time  he  first  set 
foot  in  India,  upon  a  variety  of  points  to- 
tally unconnected   with  the  matters  now 
in  charge,  and  consequently  irrelevant,  and 
going  only  to   excite  general  prejudice,  in 
order  to  influence  any  decision  that  might 
take  place   upon  the  particular  points  in 
question.     The  house,  therefore,  in  acce- 
ding to  the  motion  for  such  a  paper,  at  this 
moment,  would,  in  his  opinion,  do  an  act 
of  the   grossest  injustice,   for  which  they 
could  make  no  reparation,  but  by  direct- 
ing that  all  the   documents   upon  which 
the  court  of  directors  had  founded  these 
opinions,  should  be  laid  before  them.     He 
therefore,  should  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  R.  Thornton  having  felt  himself  par- 
ticularly alluded  to  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate, thought  himself  called  on  to  state  his 
feelings  and  opinions.     The  house,  in  re- 
fusing to  comply  with  the  noble  lord's  mo- 
tion, would  voluntarily  shut  its  own  eyes, 
and  keep  itself  in  darkness  and  ignorance, 
when  the  fullest  information  was  ab3oluteIy 
necessary.  If  he  had  beeu  heretofore  back- 
ward in  moving  to  bring  those  documents 
forth,  it  was  not  because  he  thought  them 
unimportant  or  unnecessary,  but  in  defer, 
euce   to  the  opinions  of  the  right   hon. 
secretary  (Mr.  Fox),  the  weight  of  whose 
talents  and  influence  he  understood  would 
be  against  him.  But  now  that  (he  motion 
was  brought  before  the  house,  it  placed  him 
in   quite  a  different  situation*     Notwith- 
standing the  resistance  given  to  the  noble 
lord,  he  was  convinced,  if  the  house  did 
but  even  suspect  what  were  the  contents 
of  the  documents  moved  for,  and  the.  im- 
portance of  the  question  it  would  be  so 
speedily  called  to  discuss,  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  have  them  produced. 
The   embarrassed  situation   of  the  cora- 
Dany's  affairs  in  consequence  of  the  wars  in 
India,  was  well  known  to  the  house.     It 
wis  equally   well  known,  that  differences 
>i  opinion  had  long  subsided  between  the 
;ourt  of  directors,  und  the  board  of  con- 
roul,  respecting  Indian  affairs;  and  that 
be  directions  forwarded  to  India  by  the 
rourt  of  directors  had  not   been  obeyed. 
3ut  when  the  house  was  told  that  the  Ju- 
lian system  was  to  be  reformed,  that  the 
K>ard  of  controul  was  to  be  changed,  and 
hat  an  entirely  new  system  was  to  be  adopt* 
d,  was  it  not  important  the  house  should 
•e  put  in  possession  of  the  opinious  of  the 
ourt  of  directors,  as  to  what  were  the  er- 
3rs  of  the  former  system,  in  order  to  judge 
ow  India  ought  to  be  go ve rued  )  Was  it 


not  of  high  importance  that  a  declaration 
on  this  subject-,  signed  by  2JJ  independent 
men,  out  of  the  30  appointed  under  an  acjt 
of  parliament  for  the  direction  of  Indian 
affairs*  should  be  in  possession  of  the  house, 
in  order  to  its  guidance,  on   proceeding 
upon  so  important  a  topic  ?    The  affairs  of 
India,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  had  be- 
come extremely  embarrassed,  and  those 
embarrassments    might    ultimately   come 
home  with   claims  upon  that  house;     Ha 
hoped  they  would  not ;    but  it  was  known 
the  company  had  not  been  able  to  pay  the 
500,000/.  a  year,    to    which   they    were 
pledged  to  the  country,  as  the  considera- 
tion of  their  charter.     When  papers  were 
now  called  for  to  elucidate  the  affairs  of 
the  company,  gentlemen   were  told   they 
must  not  allude  to  the  past;     How  then, 
except  by  recurring  to  the  past,  were  ruin* 
ous  errors  to  be  avoided  for  the  future  ? 
Would  the  house  shut  its  eyes  against  all 
information,  and  proceed    in   the   dark  ? 
Gentlemen  exclaimed,    "  Do  not  set  con* 
veniency  against  justice."  True*  but  jus- 
tice looked   two    ways,  and  required  as 
much  the  vindication  of  the  directors  as  of 
the  noble  lord.    The  paper  would  be  pro- 
duced sooner  or  later;     every  member 
would  read  it*  and  it  was  better  it  should 
be  read  in  an  avowed  and  direct  way :    To 
attempt  to  check  the  perusal  of  it,  would 
be  as  vain  as  to  attempt  to  stop  an  eruption 
of  Mount  Vesuvius.      He  had  no  private 
difference  with  lord  Wtllesley*  though  he 
disapproved  of  his  administration  of  India ; 
he  had  no  wish  to  stigmatize  any  part  of 
the  administration  of  the  great  man,  now  no 
more;  it  was  his  intention,  too,  to  support 
the  present  administration.    He,  therefore, 
could  have  no  factious  motive.  The  coun- 
try was  in  the  situation  of  a  ship  beset  with 
storms  and  dangers,  and  in  this  situation  he 
should  say  with  a  departed  hero, <4  England 
expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty."  Where 
there   had   been  a  perversion  of    talents 
and  a  waste  of  public   money ;  where  the 
India  debt  had  been  increased  by  lord  Wei* 
lesley  from  1 1  to  30  millions,  investigation 
was  due  to  the  country. 

Lord  Castkreagh  observed,  that  although 
the  professed  object  of  the  motion  of  the  no* 
ble  lord  was  that  of  criminating  the  late 
board  of  controul,  that  certainly  was  not  the 
whole  object  of  it.  He  had  no  disposition  to 
conceal  any  thing,  and  therefore  as  such  he 
would  have  no  objection  to  any  document 
which  could  be  called  for  j  but  it  would 
give  him  more  ft&asfactioB,  if  these  docu* 
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that  house  ;  concord  between  the  different 
.branches  of  the  India  administration,  was 
.in  general  importaut  to  the  due  manage- 
ment of  affairs ;    and  the  situation  of  the 
court  was  a  delicate  one,  when  they  had  to 
contend  with  persons  of  high  rank   and 
connections,  who  filled  the  first  situations 
in  the  India  government,  and  supported 
probably,  as  they  would  be  by  the  adminis- 
tration  at  home;    under  which  circum- 
stances, the  mode  of  impeachment  must 
•be  a  very  unpromising  and  inexpedient  one 
.for  them  to  take.     Even  without  proceed- 
ing to  that  extremity,  they  must  in  the 
circumstances  described,   sometimes  find 
themselves  under  great  difficulties  in  fol- 
lowing what  appeared  to  them  to  be  the 
path  of  duty.    Besides  this  general  reason 
which  weighed  with   him  as  a  member  of 
the  Direction,  he  thought  it  evident  that 
unless  the  leading  talents  and  influence 
of  that  house  supported  a  motion  for  im- 
peachment, an  attempt  to  introduce  it, 
must  prove  a  vain  attempt ;  he  moreover 
thought  the  present  crisis,  in  which  the 
safety  of  the  nation   called  for  the  chief 
•care  and  attention  of  the  house,  an  unsuit- 
able time  for  going  into   so  intricate  and 
tedious  a  business  as  the  impeachment  of 
an  Indian  governor  would   be  found  ;  and 
he  avowed  still  another  reason   for  being 
disinclined  at   the  present  moment  to  the 
agitation  of  such  a.  measure,  namely,  the 
importance  of  preserving  to  the  country  in 
its  actual  situation,  the  union  of  all  the  ta- 
lents and  interests  which  formed  the  pre- 
sent administration,  among  the  members  of 
which,  it  was  understood  that  a  difference 
of  sentiment  respecting  the  conduct  of  the 
late  government  did  exist,  and  that  differ- 
ence, if  they   were  forced  into  the  public 
assertion  of  it,  perhaps  upon  various  points, 
might  have  consequences  prejudicial  to  the 
country.  Influenced  by  these  views,  though 
he  had  at  first  approved  of  the  intention  of 
an  hon.  colleague  of  his  (Mr.  Huddle- 
stone)  to  move  for  an  extract  of  the  paper 
now  in  question,  as  calculated  to  elucidate 
a  subject  already  before  the  house :  yet, 
on  further  consideration,   and   on  hearing 
the  ground  on  which  that  motion  would 
,  be  resisted,  he  had  avised  his  hon.  colleague 
to  drop  his  intention.    But  the  present 
motion  was  a  very  different  one.     It  did 
not  call  for  an  extract  of  the  proposed  dis- 
patch of  the  court  of  directors,  in  order  to 
throw  light  on  the   Oude  negociation  of 
J  801  ;  it  called  for  the  whole  of  that  dis- 
patch, not  with  any  particular  reference  to 


the  charge  respecting   Oude,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  the  general  niatter  of  it 
before  the  house.  This  was  a  new  question; 
and  to  such  a  proposition  he  could  not  re- 
fuse his  assent,  because,  if  he  did,  it  might 
seem  that  he  was  unwilling  to  bring  into 
public  light,  a  dispatch  in  the  framing  of 
which,  he  had  his  share  of  responsibility,  and 
to  the  contents  of  which,  he  still  professed 
to  adhere.     It  was  true,  he  rather  discou- 
raged, and  partly  for  some  of  the  reasons 
already  mentioned,  the  demand  made  by 
the  proprietors  of  India  stock,  for  the  pro- 
duction of  this  document;  and  how  the 
letter  had  got  into  print,  as  he  perceived  it 
now  to  be,  he  was  utterly  ignorant,  having 
had  no  idea  of  any  intention  to  print  it, 
till  he  observed  a  gentleman  reading  it  as 
a  pamphlet,  in  the  course  of  that  debate. 
But  the  letter  being  so  far  public,  and  a 
motion  being  made  to  bring  it  before  that 
house,  it  was  impossible   for  him  "to  do 
otherwise  than  support    such  a  motion. 
The  letter  contained  the  deliberate  senti- 
ments oT  the  court  of  directors,  upon  a  re- 
view, not  indeed  of  the  whole  of  lord  Wel- 
lesley's  administration,  but  of  various  mea* 
sures  of  that  administration,  upon  which 
they  had  thought  it  their  duty  to  animad- 
vert.    Considerable  as  the  talents  of  mar- 
quis  Wellesley  were  allowed  to    be,  and 
happy  as  some  parts  of  his  administration 
were,  the  court   had  been  necessitated  to 
express    their    disapprobation    of  many 
things,  and  for  his  own  part  Mr.  Grant 
said,  he  lamented  the  occasion  given  for  it. 
In  particular,  the  letter  in  question  con- 
tained the  opinion  of  the  court  upon  some 
of  the  subjects,  which  an   hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Paull)  had  brought  before  the  house ;  and, 
notwithstanding  all  the  ingenuity,  ability, 
and  eloquence,  with  which  a  right  hou. 
gent.  (Mr.  Fox)  had  opposed  the  produc- 
tion of  the  letter,  because  it  was  said  to  bt 
the  opinion  of  a  third  party  on  a  cause  at 
issue  between  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Paull) 
and  the  late  governor-general,  yet  he  (Mr. 
Grant)  could  not  reconcile  it  to  justice, 
or  indeed,  to  common  sensey  that  in  such  a 
case   the  opinion  of  the  India  company, 
given  in  the  most  regular  form  in  which  k 
could  be  expressed,  should  be  shut  out. 
The  company  of  whom  the  court  of  di- 
rectors '  were  the  executive  body,  was  am 
integral  part  of  the  system  framed  by  the 
legislature,  for  the  government  of  British 
India.     It  was  the  right  and  duty  of  the 
court  to  propose  their  opinions  and  order* 
upon  all  important  subjects  relating  to  tb* 
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Mr.  Paull  said  a  few  words  expressive  of 
his  determination  to  lay  before  the  house 
to-morrow,  criminating  charges  against  the 
marquis  of  Weilesley;  and  also  of  his  sur- 
prise that  Mr*  Fox  should  not  have  sup- 
ported the  motion  of  Jbe  noble  lord  to- 
night, instead  of  moving  the  previousques- 
tion  upon  it. 

Lord  H.  Petty  was  desirous  of  explain- 
ing the  reason  for  his  vote  on  this  occasion, 
which  should  be  for  the  previous  question 
moved  by  his  right  hon.  friend.  With  hi? 
noble  friend  who  opened  this  debate,  he 
had  the  happiness  to  concur  on*  general 


could  not  be  more  properly  produced  rft 
another  time.  The  difficulties  ministers 
had  to  contend  with  at  present,  were  so 
great,  that  he  was  sorry  to  see  their  atten- 
tion distracted  by  any  Indian  questions. 
When  a  virtual  censure  had  been  passed 
on  lord  Wellesley's  administration,  by  send- 
ing out  the  late  noble  governor,  whom 
all  lamented,  to  establish  a  contrary  sys- 
tem; aud  when  a  noble  lord,  in  whom 
there  was  every  reason  to  confide,  was 
about  to  be  sent  out  to  confirm  the  amend- 
ed system,  he  thought  the  proposed  in- 
vestigation unnecessary  and  unwise.  When 


and  great  constitutional  principles ;  and  he  investigation  was  once  entered  upon,  there 
trusted  he" should  long  have  that  happiness  ' '  *  *  '      *'    "" 

uninterrupted  by  casual  differences  upon 
minor  points.     He  thought  it  important  to 
the    public,    that  the   paper   now    called 
for  should,  at  some  time  or  other,  be  intro- 
duced, and  in  voting  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion he  should  be  sorry  that  any  one  should 
conceive  him  to  alter  his  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  the  publicity  of  all  sorts  of  ne- 
cessary documents  for  the  information  of 
the  house.     All  he  conceived  to  be  the  ef- 
fect of  the  previous  question  was  this,  that 
the  production  of  the  paper  moved  for  at 
this  particular  moment  should  be  suspen- 
ded until  the  accusation  against  the  noble 
marquis  should  be  disposed  of  one  way  or 
the  other,  that  accusation  being  of  a  cri- 
minating nature,  and  the  authority  of  this 
paper  could  not  be  made  use  of  in  the 
house  in  voting  on  that  accusation*   This 
paper  contained  the  opinion  of  certain  in- 
dividuals on  the  conduct  of  that  noble  lord, 
and  was  a  necessary  piece  of  information 
for  the  house  some  time  or  other;  but  not 
so  at  present,  for  it  was  an  authority  which 
it  would  be  unjust  for  the  house  to  weigh 
when  considering  the  conduct  of  the  no- 
ble marquis.     The  house  would  form  its 
judgment  of  that  noble  marquis  from  his 
actions,  and  not  from  the  opinion  of  others. 
Although  the  house  might,  hereafter  pos- 
sess itself  of  the  information  which  the  pa- 
per contained,  the  house,  in  voting  for  the 
previous  question  now,  only  suspended  the 
production  of  the  paper  until  the  pending 
•accusation  against  the  noble  marquis  should 
he  disposed  of  one  way  or  other,  and  then 
the  paper  might  very  properly  be  called  for 
in  order  to  the  general  discussion  of  India 
afciirs. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  he  had  so  great 
a  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  paper, 
that  he  would  vote  for  the  production  of  it. 
<**•*  ufder  the  present  circumstance  if  i 


would  be  no  end  to  it.  There  must  be  a 
general  revisal.  He  was  astonished  that  $9 
out  of  30  directors,  had  sat  still  when  their 
opinions  were  so  broadly  departed  from ;  that 
they  submitted  to  sign  a  garbled  and  mu- 
tilated abstract  of  that  opinion,  and  that 
they  remaiued  a  whole  year  without  co- 
ming to  the  house  to  remonstrate,  under 
an  insult  that  must  have  been  most  galling 
to  their  feelings. 

Dr.  Laurence  strenuously  supported  the 
original  motion  for  the  production  of  the 
dispatch  in  question,  as  a  necessary  piece 
of  information.  He  did  not  think  it  wise  to 
depend  much  on  the  personal  character  and 
qualities  of  individuals  in  the  conduct  of 
public  affairs,  although  he  had  no  excep- 
tions to  take  to  those  who  had  been  allu- 
ded to  on  this  occasion.     It  was  childish 
to  say  abuses  should  be  suffered  to  go  on 
because  enquiry  was  inconvenient.  To  ab- 
stain from  the  production  of  a  paper  of  the 
most  useful  general  nature,  because  part  of 
the  information  it  contained  might  be  ap- 
plied to  a  particular  question,  he   looked 
upon  as  foolish  and  absurd.  The  questions 
on  the   marquis  Wellesley's  conduct  wert 
so  plain  and  direct,  that  they  could  be  ea- 
sily decided  upon,  without  having  recourse 
to  collateral  or  remote  matter,  which  no- 
body would  think  of  connecting  with  them. 
•Mr.  Grant  (late  chairman  of  the  India 
Company)  said,  that  whatever  his  opinion 
might  be  of  the  system  of  measures  pur. 
sued  in  India,  in  the  latter  years  of  lord 
Wellesley's  administration,  as  indeed  of 
many  of  those  measures  he  could  not  help 
thinking  very  unfavourably,  yet  he  was  no 
way  concerned  in  bringing  forward  the  en- 
quiries  respecting  them,  which  an  hon. 
member  (Mr.  Paull)  had  agitated  in  that 
house.  It  was  not  the  practice  of  the  court 
of  directors,  to  bring  impeachments  before 
parliament.    They  were  not  represented  Vtv 
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'  till  he  observed  a  gentlemai 
a  pamphlet,  in  the  course  o\ 
But  the  letter  being  so  far 
motion  being  made  to  bring 
house,  it  was  impossible  fc 
otherwise  than  support  sik 
The  letter  contained  the  del 
ments  of  the  court  of  directo 
view,  not  indeed  of  the  whole 
leslev's  administration,  but  ol 
sures  of  that  administration, 
they  had  thought  it  their  dut 
vert.  Considerable  as  the  ta 
quis    SYellesley  were  alio  wet 
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•li.^i't  'uw  consequences  prejudicial  to  the 

,oi..iii  *.  lull  j,[i,\\l  by  these  views,  though 

'u  l\kvi  ..:  Mi>t  approved  of  the  intention  of 

...   ;u;:i.    iv'I.i'^iir   of   bib   \Mr.   Huddle- 

..0.1c*  u»  nio\*'  lor  an  extract  of  the  paper 

•i.-»»   :;:  .\s  \ v.:o;\  a>  calculated  to  elucidate 

.1  •»».'.•  .v.    V.  \-.:Jv  before  the  house:  yet, 

.«..    ......  cocMdcration,    and    on  hearing 

uu-  ±  s  .  >.:  on  which  that  motion  would 
bo  'vi-  >:xm,  K-hudavised  his  hon.  colleague 
u-  ou-  ■  h:>  uiitfiition.  But  the  present 
u.oi.u.i  ^u.  a\ery  different  one.  Jt  did 
■.o;  v.i.i  01  an  c\tractof  the  proposed  dis- 
va.^i  vi  il.o  com  l  of  directors,  in  order  to 
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said,  he  lamented  the  occasioi 

In  particular,   the  letter  in   q 

tained  the  opinion  of  the  cou 

of  the  subjects,  which  an   ho: 

Paull)  had  brought  before  the 

notwithstanding  all   the  in  gen 

and  eloquence,   with  which  i 

gent.  (Mr.  Fox)  had  opposed 

lion  of  the  letter,  because  it  w 

the  opinion  of  a  third  party  oi 

issue  between  the  hon.  gent. 

and  the  late  governor-general, 
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i  of  cUeeks:  tbe  board  of  commit 
f,  controlled  ihe  court  of  directors 
itrtof directors,  had  to  judge  ot  the 
:t  of  the  govern  ineul-sieneral;  the  go- 
eiit-geueral  in  its  turn,  bad  always  the 
of  re j> i eoe illation  respecting  such  at- 
om home,  us  it  found  to  be  inexpe- 
or  tile  public  inti  rests  ;■  but  the  go- 
to t-ge  n  eralub  ro  ad ,  e  o  n  fede  ru  tin  g  wi  t  h 
ird  of  controul  at  home,  the  one  Hy 
iting  measures  there,  the  ■other' by 
iing  those  measures  here, 
••Xttede  tbe  court  of  directors  from 
T6,  either  for  or  against  Ihnsic  mea- 
anii  bv-means  of  the  channel  of  the 
committee,  even  from  the  knowledge 
in.  Such,  in  fact,  had  totea  the  case 
?Wpect  to  the1  Glide  AdJnM»tiWl  in 
m.  It  was  ihefeforebul  thaniorf 
;!;and  *ece*sary,  (hat  if  puvlhmicnt 
:  to'  have  full  information  On  [hi* 
L  Which  is  now  before  the  house, 
rinionof  the  court  of  directors,  as 
'such  information,  should  be  rtcei- 
on  of  the  case,  for  then 
njnsiice  urged  by  the 
ill,  gent,  might  lie;  but  as  throwing 
it  which  would  better  enable 
e  to  form  its  own  judgment.  Mr. 
,  M  <liri  ntr  support  the  motion 
'  signed  for  it  by  the  noble 
ol'fouhflirig  a  charge  against  the 
d  of  conlrOul.  He  was  happy  to 
t'many  of  the  other  '"*" 
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.ng   the' situation  of  the  ci 
of  directors,   in  being  obliged  to  sign 
patches  dictated  lo  them  by  the  boar 
controul.    It  did  happen  that  this  pe 
was    sometimes  exercised  bv    ihe  bo, 
and  in  Cases  of  great  moment.      Tiie 
had  given  them  this  power.    Hut  in  the 
neral  currency   of  atlairs,  in  the   tbousa 
of  orders  which  were  to  be  given  upon 
the  various  subjects  relating  to  India, 
court  Originated  the  dispatches,  and  tfc 
■lispateh.es  were  seldom  materially  allei 
I'o  attempt  a  change  now,  would  be  a. 
licale,  and  might  be  a  dangerous  ,undei 
king.  Time  and  practice  had  consolidat 
for  the  general  purposes  of  practical  otil 
[lie  different  pan*  of  the  complex  roach 
of  Indian  government;   and  on  Ihe  wb< 
ii   Lad'  from   habit   acquired   a    facility 
moi'emelit.      If  one  piece  was  taken  aw 
"therR   might  be   weakened,  and    in   she 
Ihe  whole  machine  be  destroyed.  He  the 
fore    deprecated  an   attempt   lo  make  i 
change,  the   whole    extent  and  effect 
which    should  not  be   distinctly   seen  a 
proved  to  be  beneficial.    On  the  whole, 
iaid,  he  should  vole  for  the  original  motit 
Lord  1  Vui///f  said,  it  was  necessary  to  e 
plain,  that  tin;  proposed  dispatch,  cotidei 
'  ig  the  administration  of  lord  Wellesl 
had  not  been  prepared   till  4  or  5  years 
had  expired.     The  auth 
rities.be  had  to  look  to  for  the  guidance 
bis  conduct  had  not  till  then  expressed  ai 
itisfaction.      It  was   at   the   request  i 
•ourt  of  directors  that   lord  Wellesle 
ined-  the   government  in  1802.    Th 
dispatch<->fdisapprobatioii  had  not  been  ft 
^d  to  the  board  of  controul  till  the  nobl 
marquis  was  on  the  seas  to  return  to  th, 
intry,  and  had  never  reached  him.      Ii 
lied  for  the  production  of  every  pap* 
tending  to  elucidate  the  case,  but  this  dii 
not  liear  on  the  case,  and  it  went  to  excit 
prejudices  of  the  most  unjust  nature. 
Mr.  W'iniUtim,  though  sorry  to  diiferfron 
rtain  right  lion,  friends  of  hi;  upon  tbi 
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present  occasion,  yet,  feeling  the  question 
one  of  great  importance,  and  himself  there- 
fore bound  to  express  an  ppiuion  upon  it, 
be  must  give  an  impartial  one ;  and,  there- 
fore, keeping  totally  out  of  view  all  pen»oual 
considerations,  as  with  respect  to  lord  Wel- 
lesley, and 'considering  the  question  merely 
as  between  A. and  &.  he  was  clearly  ofopiuion 
that  the  papers  ought  to  be  produced*  For 
though  the  house  was  bound  to  maintain 
impartial  justice  with  respect  to  the  cha- 
racter and  conduct  of  lord  Wcllesley,  yet  it 
was  not  bound  to  shut  its  eyes  and  ears  to 
every  thing  else  upon  the  great  subject  of 
Indian  affairs.  Jt  would  not  be  fair  to  give 
the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors  a* 
gainst  what  had  been  done,  neither  would 
it  be  fair  to  give  their  sanction  and  opinion 
a*  an  authority  approving  of  that  conduct 
which  the  house  would  be  called  upon  to 
try.  In  the  present  instance,  however, 
there  was  no  great  danger  of  the  house 
being  misled  by  the  production  of  the  pa- 
pers, a*  the  contents  of  them  were  already 
pretty  well  known.  Thinking,  therefore, 
that  the  production  of  those  papers  could 
be  of  no  material  advantage  or  disadvan- 
tage to  the  case  of  the  noble  lord,  he  was 
inclined  to  vote  for  their  production,  be- 
cause he  thought  that  the  bouse  bad. a  right 
to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  means  of 
estimating  and  ascertaining  the  value  of 
the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors. 
Although,  perhaps,  according  to  the  strict 
rules  of  oue  of  the  courts  of  Westminster 
hall,  those  papers  should  not  be  granted, 
jet  be  conceived  that  parliament  should 
not  be  fettered  in  the  6ame  manner.  He 
could  see  no  objection  to  the  production 
of  the  papers  in  the  shape  they  had 
been  proposed,  and  as  he  thoughi  they 
anight  convey  much  useful  information 
to  the  house,  he  should  support  the  origi- 
nal motion. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  observed,  that 
nothing  could  be  more  widely  different  than 
the  grounds  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
different  gentlemen  who  were  for  the  pro- 
duction of  these  papers.  Some  supported 
it  as  the  means  of  exculpating  the  board  of 
directors,  and  others  as  justifying  the  con- 
duct of  lord  Wellesley;  while  another  hon. 
gent,  seemed  to  consider,  that  the  great  ad- 
vantage in  producing  the  papers  would  be 
to  interest  the  house  in  the  affairs  of  India, 
-  and  combine  them  with  the  enquiries  that 
were  to  be  made.  All  parties,  however, 
appeared  to  agree  in  this  conclusion,  that  it 
would   be   most   unjust    and   unfair    that 


those  papers  should  nave. 
against  the  noble  lord*  or  c* 
dice  which  might  be  to  his 
The  general  argument  appe 
have  been  completely  answei 
hon.  gent,  who  moved  the 
tion.  But  the  manner  the  nc 
to  apply  the  papers,  if  ,tfc 
granted,  appeared  to  him 
degree  unjust.  Whatever 
opinion  or  the  conduct  of  tl 
rectors,  or  of  the  board  of  coj 
would  be  more  unfair  than 
lesley  should  be  judged  oft  < 
through  their  medium.  W 
that  noble  lord,  the  house  si 
itself  somewhat  in  the  :nat 
jury,  and  although  it  might  i 
by  the  same  rules  which  go; 
jurisdictions,  yet  it  was  boun 
from  the  substantial  princip 
He  did  not  feel  that  the  ho^ 
to  the  dilemma  which  bad 
an  hon.  gent. ;  hut  if  he  had 
native  but  to  chuse  betweei 
false  impression  to  remain,  t 
a  body  of  evidence  which 
contrary  to  the  established 
justice,  be  should  prefer  tbi 
therefore  felt  himself  oblige! 
production  of  the  papers.  . 

Mr.  Alexander  disapprove 
tion,  and  thought  the  bout 
the  production  moved  for,  i 
a  grand  jury  examining  evij 
the  purpose  of  trying  the  1 
charge,  hut  with  a  view  to  # 
sations.  This  practice  he  & 
legal  and  unjust.  :  .♦ 

Mr.  Fuller  thought  it  qui 
to  refuse  the  production  of  :j 
that  house,  which  had  obta; 
licity  out  of  doors,  and  whj 
terial  to  inform  gentlemen 
ject  to  which  it  referred.    . 

Mr.  WUbetforce  said,  thai 
his  long  and  private  friend 
marquis  Wellesley,  he  had  hil 
to  deliver  his  opinion  on  tj 
but  be  could  not  see  how  thj 
this  paper  could  at  all  affect  j 
fact  was,  that  the  paper  waf 
before  the  house,  and  alreadj 
it  was  priuled  in  a  surrept] 
without  the  name  of  any  4| 
fixed  to  it,  and  circulated^) 
way.  He  therefore  though 
much  better  that  it  should 
them  regularly  and  officially 
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>f  India  was,  in  many  respects,  an 
ly,  and  there  were  (wo  parts  that  be 
it  should  be  kept  distinct,  namely, 
ilitical  power  and  the  patronage  of 
As  for  the  patronage,  he  thought  it 
be  dangerous  to  the  constitution,  il 
Teat  additional  patronage  was  to  be 
to  the  minister,  and  be  therefore 
it  it  would  remain  more  safely  in  tlie 
of  the  court  of  directors.  As  for 
rf  measures,  when  there  should  be 
,ice  of  opinion  between  the  court  ( 
>rs  and  the  board  of  controul,  he 
it  the  opinion  of  the  la.'ter  should 
[derate.  It  appeared  to  hii 
Jrt  of  directors  should,  howe' 
■ery  means  of  elucidating  tin 
nd  manifesting  the  opinions  they  held 
in  affairs,  For  thin  purpose  he  should 
ir  the  production  of  the  paper. 
Sieridoii  said,  he  perfectly  agreed 
le  right  hon.  gent,  who  spolte  last, 
«  court  of  directors  should  certainly 
n  opportunity,  at  a  proper  time,  of 
5  the  house  in  possession  of  their 
cuts  upon  the  affairs  of  India;  but 
not  appear  to  him  that  the  present 
B  proper  time,  when  the  production 
r paper  might  have  an  effect  on  the 
■l  of  impeachment,  which  the  house 
D  decide  on.  It  had  been  observed 
ry  body,  that  the  paper  ought  not  to 
ny  influence  upon  that  question.  It 
ire  appeared  to  him  belter,  that  it 
not  be  produced  until  it  was  deci- 
le concluded  by  suggesting  a  reso- 
"  that  the  altered  dispatch  of  the 
» pril|  180s,  had  not  the  sanction  of 
jrt  of  directors." 

Sptoker  suggested  to  the  hon.  gent, 
would  be  necessary  first  to  put  the 


I  A.  Hmnilfni  shortly  replied  to  Lite 
ents  that  had  been  urged  again*!  his 
i,  und  disclaimed  the  idea  of  having 
l  it  forward  with  any  view  of  preju. 
the  case  of  the  noble  marquis, 

Windiain  observed,  that  one  prcat 
on  to  the  resolution  proposed  by  his 
>n.  friend  was,  that  the.  house  would 
lopt  a  resolution  for  which  they  had 
mrity  before  them. 
I  Cail/ereagA   tit  reply   to  a  question 

Mr.  Fox,  stated,  that  the  dispatch 
ing  the  treaty  of  Umlr,  in  J 603, had 
It  drawn  up  by  the  court  ofdirec- 
id  altered  by  the  commissioners  of 
irtl  of  contronl.  In  every  thing  thai 
.  relate  to  questions  of  war  or  peace, 


the  dispatches  originated  with  ill 
directors. 

Mr.  Jervii  was  of  opinion  tha 
might  arrive  when  it  would  lie 
produce  this  paper;  but  he  thou 
not  proper  now.  The  house  ou[ 
receive  any  thing  against  lord 
that  would  not  be  received  in  a 

Mr.  fi.  TidratoK  said, the houst 
to  hint  to  be  in  a  great  error  in 
[act.  The  conrt  of  directors 
written  a  dispatch,  which  censure 
some partof  lord  Wtllesley's  com 
board  of  contronl  altered  thatdis 
great  many  respects,  and  suf tenet 
veral  of  the  expressions  ;  but  stil 
inained  was,  as  far  as  it  went,  tl 
of  the  court  of  directors.  A  r 
gent,  bad  conceived  an  imprope 
of  the  court  of  directors,  if  be 
they  could  be  absolutely  forced  fc 
pers  contrary  to  their  opinion, 
'ere  no  other-  way  of  avoiding  1 
iad  at  least  the  liberty  to  resign  tl 
tions. — The  question  was  then  c 
on  the  house  dividing,  there 
For  Lord  A.  Hamilton's  raotio 
For  the  previous  question     , 

Majority  for  the  previous  questii 
}.ht  of  tie  Minority. 

Anilover,   L»ru.  Moore.  P. 

Bal.ington,  T.  Paull,  J. 

tine, Porclier,  J. 

Fmtblanqne,  J.  Praed,  W. 

FranpU,  V.  Prinscp,  J. 

Fatter,  J.  Rnbarts,  J. 

lin.l.ll'  st.m,  J.  Tlj.-.m^ii,  1 


Kctk,  A. 


Ha* 


ton,  Li 


Mills,  '(j. 
Mills,  W. 

[Intercourse  between  Amet 

ie    WEST-InntA  Islands.]     V 

irsuant  to  notice,  called  the   att 

the   house  to  the   intercourse  bet 

United  States  and  our  West-India 

Tha  right  hon.  gent,  entered  into  a 

xount  of  the  trade  of  the  colonies 

anner  hi   which    they  had   been 

ith  provisions  and  lumber,  pre  vie 

daxation  of  the  navigation   law, 

to  allow  them  to  receive  supplies 

articles  from  the  United  States,  fir 

shipping  of  America.  When  the  fi. 

cation  was  made  to  govt,  to  gram 

dulgence  to    the   West-India  pi: 

af  enquiry  was  appoii 

3H 
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it  was  found  that  the  necessity  stated  by 
the  planters  did  not  exist,  and  that  the  ap- 
prehensions of  scarcity,  which  they  then  ex- 
pressed, were  groundless.  A  strong  reason 
against  complying  with  their  wishes  arose 
out  of  the  importance  of  this  branch  of 
trade  to  our  commercial  interest  and  our 
maritime  strength.    In  fact,  it  appeared 
that  before  the  American  shipping  were 
allowed  to  trade  with  our  colonies,  we  had 
in  that  employment  no  less  than  937  ships, 
of  1 10,000  tons,  and  6,500  seamen.  But 
since  the  exclusion  of  American  shippiug 
bad  been  released,  to  which  gentlemen  felt 
'it  necessary  to  assent  in  the  year  1793,  * 
diminution  of  a  most  alarming  nature  had 
taken  place  in  the  quantity  of  our  shipping 
in  the  colonial  trade.  In  fact  it  was  redu- 
ced to  167  ships,  of  19,000  tons,  and  only 
1,300  men.    Such  was  the  consequence  of 
this  relaxation.     But  yet,  great  as  the  sa- 
crifice was,  government  was  urged  to  ac- 
cede to  it  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
planters,  for  the  supply  of  the  colonies. 
The  concession  was  however  made  to  the 
pressure  of  strong  necessity,  and  if  a  simi- 
lar necessity  should  recur,  he  would  not  be 
disposed  to  resist  a  similar  concession,  al- 
ways, however,   letting  the  responsibility 
for  such  acts  lie  with  the  governors  of  the 
islands.  He  had  heard  that  it  was  intended 
to  transfer,  this  responsibility  to  the  minis- 
try at  home  ;    and  he  deprecated  such  an 
intention.  He  was  sure  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous, and  that,    if  responsibility  were 
withdrawn  from  the  governors,  it  would  fix 
no  where,  and  the  consequence  would  be, 
that  the  trade  with  our  colonies  would  be 
thrown  open  altogether  to  the  Americans. 
The  colonial  governors  would   surely  be 
the  best  judges  of  the  existence  of  any  ne- 
cessity for  the  admission  of  American  ships. 
Indeed,  that  necessity,  if  he  was  rightly  in- 
formed, was  not  likely  again  to  occur,  if 
measures  were  taken  to  enforce  the  provi- 
sions of  the  navigation  act.     If  American 
ships  were  altogether  excluded,  he  was  as* 
sure  J  that   there-  were  numbers  of  British 
ship-owners,  who  would  be  ready  to  freight 
a  sufficieut  number  of  British   ships,  to 
carry  every  necessary  article  from  America 
for  the  supply  of  our  colonies,  and  after- 
wards to  bring  home  our  colonial  produce. 
To  enforce  the  exclu^™*  of  the  A1 
was  necessary,  in  ^nc 

pwn  American  c~ 
from  an  accour 
cle 
with  more 


supposition,  and  yet  those  cc 

ed  to  decrease  in  wealth  and 

the  United  States  advance 

hou.  gent.,  with  a  view  to 

the  house  the  importance 

stated  the  various  interest! 

volved;  be  particularly  di 

consequences  resulting  to  1 

Co.  from  the  intercourse  a 

our  colonies.  The  fact  was, 

tide  of  our  East-India  pro* 

way  of  late  either  to  the  Brt 

colonies  but  through  Ann 

That  our  colonists  could  in 

ket  for  their  rum,  if  not  all 

course,  was  an  assertion  wfa 

of  no  weight;  and  it  was 

that  it  would  tend  to  tbro< 

ment  in  the  way  of  our  at 

standing  with  America ;  if 

laws  were  rigidly  enforced 

could  not,  consistently,  cc 

resolution  to  maintain  that  1 

for  60  long  a  period,  the  1 

but  which  was,  in  fact,  on 

mental  laws  of  every  mariti 

there  was  no  rich  slate  to  1 

did  not  maintain  a  motion* 

of  its  colonies.  Under  all  the 

he  warmly  recommended 

enquire  into    this  subject 

before  they  attempted  to  ci 

the  design  ascribed  to  tliea 

of  the  ship-owners,  the  plant 

the  manufacturers,  and  the  '. 

all  of  which  were  concern* 

ought  to  be  well  weighed  a 

Towards  the  plauters  he  { 

ral  disposition  to  accommo* 

much   interested  in  AVest-J 

having  himself  a  large  estat 

would    consent    to    no    i 

which  threatened   such  ci 

Great-Britain,  as  the  repo 

ministers  was  likely  to  pro 

clared,  as  the  conviction  ol 

if  the  salutary  restraints  of 

law  were  enforced  upon  t 

from  even  its  present  redua 

vances  of  our  colonial  trad* 

that  we  should  soon  emploj 

from  100  to  150  thousand  K 

end  from  8  to  10  thousand 

He  right  bon^tnt.  concluded  «f 


•»,  was  com» 
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guighing  each  year.*— C.  An  account  of  the 
number  of  ships,  their  tonnage,  and  num- 
ber of  men  employed  in  the  same,  which 
belonged  to  the  British  West-India  islands, 
and  the  British  colonies  on  the  Continent 
of  America,  and  which  were  employed  in 
the  trade  between  those  islands  (exclusive 
of  settlements  captured),  and  the  Continent 
of  America,  from  5th  Jan.  1792,  to  5th  Jan. 
1806;  distinguishing  each  year,  and  distin- 
guishing those  trading  from  the  West  Indies 
to  the  United  States,from  those  to  the  British 
Continental  .colonies. — 3.  An  account  of 
the  quantities-  of  provisions  and  lumber  im- 
ported into  the  British  West-Indies,  (ex- 
clusive of  conquered  islands)  from  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  from  the 
British  Continental  colonies  respectively, 
from  5th  Jan.  1/93,  to  5th  Jan.  1806\  so 
far  as  the  same  can  be  made  up ;  distin- 
guishing each  year,  and  distinguishing  the 
quantities  imported  in  British  ships,  from 
those  in  foreign  ships.— -4.  An  account  of 
the  quantities  of  rum.  sugar,  coffee,  and 
cotton  wool,  exported  from  the  Britwb 
West-India  Islands,  from  5th  Jan.  1793,  to 
5th  Jan.  1806*,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be 
made  up;  distinguishing  each  year,  and 
the  quantities  to  the  United  States,  to  the 
British  colonies  on  the  Continent  of  Ame- 
rica, and  to  Great  Britaiu  respectively." 

Lord  H*  Petty  had  no  hesitation  in 
avowing  the  intention  to  make  that  transfer 
of  responsibility  of  which  the  right  hon. 
gent,  professed  to  disapprove,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that  it  would  prove  to  be  a  most 
beneficial  change.  The  house  and  the 
country  must  feel,  that  the  most  convenient 
way  of  supplying  our  West-India  islands 
was  from  America;  and  the  object  of 
the  proposed  arrangemeut  was,  that  this 
supply  should  be  regular;  that  the 
colonies  should  be  protected  from  the 
scarcities  aud  fluctuations  of  supply,  which 
had  been  productive  of  so  much  calamity 
and  desolation*  It  was  material  to  huma- 
nity and  justice,  that  some  fixed  determi- 
nation should  be  come  to  upon  the  subject. 
Sooner  than  leave  it  in  its  present  state  of 
uncertainty,  it  would  be  even  better  to  de> 
dare,  that  the  islands  must  be  wholly  sup- 
plied from  O.  Britain.  It  was  highly  ne- 
cessary that  some  system  should  be  eita* 
bitshed,  and  that  matters  should  not  be 
left  to  the  discretion  or  cession  of  govern 
nors*  The  conduct  of- the  last  administra^ 
lion,  to  which  the  measure  belonged, 
shewed  that  the  relaxation  ;of  the  law, 
which  <the  right  hon.  gent,  would  now  draw 


so  tight,  was  necessary  to  the  provisional 
subsistence  of  out  islands,  for  they  relaxed 
that  law  both  during  war  and  peace.  As 
to  the  right  hon.  genu's  alhision  to  the  ca* 
pacity  of  our  American  possessions  to  stop* 
ply  our  islands,  that  Could  be  best  judged 
of  by  this  fact,  that  these  possessions  found 
it  necessary  themselves  to  apply  to  govern- 
ment for  a  relaxation  of  the  law '  in  theif 
own  favour,  in  order  that  they  might  ob- 
tain provision  from  the  United  States. 
The  scarcity  which  produced  this  applica- 
tion was,  no  doubt,  in  some  measure,  the 
effect  of  accident;  but  yet,  in  provi- 
ding for  the  subsistence  of  men,  he  would, 
as  much  as  possible,  guard  against  the  re- 
currence of  even  accident.  The  noble  lord 
concluded  with  remarking,  that,  although 
he  felt  the  proper  time  for  the  discussion 
of  this  subject  would  be  when  the  general 
question  was  under  consideration,  still  he 
could  not  persuade  himself  to  withhold  the 
observations  he  had  made.     , 

Lord  Castlereagh  said  he  "could  never 
consent  to  any  measure  that  went  so  ma- 
terially to  affect  the  commerce  and  shipping 
interest  of  the  country  as  the  one  about  to 
be  adopted  by  his  majesty's  ministers.  The 
rule  had  been,  and  it  was  the  rule  he  al- 
ways wished  to  see  observed,  that  wheh* 
ever  such  importations  as  those  in  question 
were  permitted,  the  persons  permitting 
them  should  act  not  according  but  con- 
trary to  law ;  and  that  it  should  afterwards 
be  in  the  discretion  of  parliament,  accord* 
ing  to  the  nature  or  necessity  of  the  case, 
to  indemnify  them  for  their  breach  of  a  po* 
sitive  law. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  there  was  a  certain  fa- 
tality attending  some  men,  which  was  that 
they  never  were  able  to  abandon  any  opi* 
nion  they  had  once  adopted,  however  er- 
roneous it  might  be.  This  seemed  to  be 
now  the  case  with  those  who  ill  their  de- 
votion for  the  navigation  laws,  would  suf- 
fer the  West  Indies  to  be  ruined,  abd  theif 
inhabitants  starved  for  want  of  neces- 
saries* Had  not  the  governors  of  the 
islands  permitted  the  importation  of  pro- 
visions,  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands 
would  have  perished*  But  governors  might 
not  always  be  disposed  to  act  on  their 
responsibility;  and  the  islands  might  be  in 
want.  He  wished  to  know  how  they  could 
be  supplied  by  British  ships  ?  At  this  mo- 
ment we  were  not  able  to  get  seamen  to 
man  our  navy,  much  less  to  send  ships  out 
to  carry  on  a  circuitous  trade  to  America, 
and  thence  to  the  West  Indies.  The  export  of 
I 
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West-India  commodities  would  be  conside*! 
rably  checked  if  the  American  intercourse 
was  not  permitted.  Jhe  conduct  pursued  by 
the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Rose)  reminded 
him  of  other  measures  adopted  by  him  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  West-India  planters, 
when  he  acted  under  the  late -chancellor  of 
the  exchequer.  They  gave  unlimited  encou- 
ragement to  the  importation  of  brandy,  and 


BOVf  ■  OF  LOE 

Tuesday,  April  \ 
[Mixutes.]  TheW«tt-I 
Indemnity  bill  was  read  *  3 
sed. — On  the  motion  of  \ 
the  order  for  taking  the  rw 
peachment  ProceedingsCoa 
sideration  to-morrow,  was  < 
the  report  was  ordered  to.  1m 


the  consequence  was  that  the  poor  West- 1  said  committee  for  revki 


India  planters  could  hardly  find  a  market 
for  their  rum.  The  measure  now  about 
to  be  adopted  by  government  would  have 
a  most  beneficial  effect,  and  it  met  with  his 
decided  approbation. 

Sir  W.  Young  approved  of  the  measure 
about  to  be  adopted  by  miuisters;  as  did  also 

Mr.  Barkarx,  who  said  that  so  great  was 
the  scarcity  of  shipping  to  carry  away  the 
produce  of  the  plantations,  that  be  had 
200  hogsheads  of  rum  lying  at  one  time 
for  6  months,  without  any  means  of  send* 
ing  them  away*  As  to  British  ships  car- 
rying on  the  trade  to  the  colonies  which 
the  Americans  did,  none  would  be  found 
to  do  it.  # 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  the  trade  was  suf- 
ficiently profitable  to  afford  a  temptation 
to  our  merchants  to  carry  it  on. — The  mo- 
tions were  then  agreed  to. 


Stanhope  moved,  that  the 
nutting  the  bill  for  the  mow 
covering  of  Truth  fromWhn 
further  postponed  till  the 
which  was  ordered  accoidi; 

=gg  in  i     i.i 


HOUSJt  OF:  COM! 

TVefday,  April 
[Minutes.]  Toe  hon. 
(lord  advocate  of  Scotland) 
ham  took  the  oatha  and  tfc 
Whitbread  *aoved,  that  i 
appointed  to  view  the  d 
Westminster-hall  for  the  ti 
count  Melville,  and  to  rep 
modatiou  and  convenience 
for  the  members  of  the  h< 
sent  at  the  said  trial,  and  th 
for  conducting  the  impeacl 
the  said  committee ;  whicl 
[Slave  Importation  Bill*]     On  the!  agreed  to.-— He  moved  ah 


order  for  going  into  a  committee  on  the 
Slave  Importation  bill, 

Mr.  Rose  said,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
house  seriously  to  consider  how  the  pas- 
sing of  such  aii  act  as  this  might  affect  the 
trade  and  manufactures  of  the  country. 
On  that  very  evening  a  message  had  been 
brought  down  from  his  majebty,  with  an 
account  of  acts  of  hostility  practised  against 
this  country  by  Prussia,  and  he  hoped 
there  would  be  but  one  opinion  in  that 
house,  and  in  the  country,  as  to  the  course 
we  ought  to  pursue  on  such  an  occasion. 
The  house  must  be  aware  that  the  exclusion 
of  our  vessels  from  Prussian  ports  would 
materially  affect  the  export  of  our  manu- 
factures, and  on  that  account  be  did  not 
wish  to  see  any  meaanre  adopted  which 
should  serve  to.  increase- that  evil.  If  the 
trade  carried  on  to  the  coast  of  Africa  was 
diminished,  not  only  would  the. sale  of 
British  commodities  bet  diminished,  but 
the  trade  itself  would  be  taken  up  bj  the 
Americans;  and  on  the  score  of  humanity, 
it  was  much  better  it  should  be  carried  on 
by  this  country,  on  account  of  the  supe- 
rior good  .treatment  which  slaves  met 
with  in.  British  ships.— The  bill  was  then 
commuted. 


der  be  read  from  the  jo  urn* 
13th  July,  1805,  for  the  att* 
institute  a  prosecution  ag 
ville  and  Mr.  Trotter,  and  • 
suspended,  should  be  rej 
which  was  agreed  to  ;  and 
then  read,  he  moved  that  1 
order  be  discharged,  which 
cord  ingly.— The  order  pf 
read  for  taking  into  consii 
jesty's  message,  Mn  Fox  a 
it  would,  be  more  convenia 
bers  to  take  the  message  im 
to-morrow,  he  should  move* 
der  be  discharged,  which  wa 
then  moved,  that  it  be  taken 
tiou  to-morrow.     Ordered* 

[VOLUKTKKR    EsTABLIi 

Perceval,  in  rising  to  move  i 
which  be  had  given  notice,*! 
sary  to  state  the  reasons  wttl 
to  submit  such  a  motional 
which  he  had  mview.  Thj 
ready  distinctly  and  clean 
meant  to-  apply  to  that  ji 
hon.  secretary's  argument  i 
seemed  so  much  to  rely  V 
of  a  former  evening,  aucLs) 
tbrnied,  in  that  right  hon.gfl 


ce  of  ibe  right  hon.  gent.'s  arrange- 
could  not  he  difficult  to  anticipate, 
ously  must  lead  to  one  or  other  of 
Sects :  either  to  drive  300,000  able, 
e,  and  ardent  men,  to  lay  down 
rrns  altogether,  and  quit  the  service 
(tist,  or,  if  not,  to  keep  them  in  at 
.  state  of  comparatively  less  utility 
country.  Tor  what  was  proposed 
u»t  not  operate  to  degrade  the  vo- 
■»  in  their  own  opinion,  and  in  that 
jouotry  alsor  Was  it  not,  in  fact, 
to  make  the  volunteer  corps  a  stig- 
d  asylum  from  the  operation  of  the 
lsory  levy  f  Could  any  man  doubt 
itice  of  this  statement  who  had  £ 
,  to  the  right  hon.  gent,  on  a  forrr 
g,  or  who  recollected  the  unifoi 
>f  hid  remarks  upon  the  volunteer 
ton?  The  right  bon.  gent,  appeared  to 
>ood  deal  of  his  hostility  to  this  insli- 
on  the  e.-tpence  which  it  occasioned, 
nerefore  it  was  extremely  desirable 
le  house  should  be  informed  of  the 
Tiount  of  that  expence,  distinguish- 
la  different  heads  of  expenditure, 
this  account  should  be  laid  on  the 
it  would  be  seen  what  part  of  the 
e  complained  of,  could  be  di 
;  and  gentlemen  would  ba\ 
wity  of  comparing  the  amount  of 
t  to  be  laid  out  with  the  value  of 
It  would  be  also  seen  what 
the  amount  of  this  expend!- 
ad  to  the  produce  of  the  income  tax. 
ich  the  right  hon.  secretary  alluded. 
lubt,  the  expence  hitherto  incurred 
I  volunteers  was  ronsiilerarJe,  hut  hi 
a  difficulty  in  raying  that  a  great  part 
it  e\pencn  was  such  as  could  not 
again,  and  therefore  could  form  nc 
V  at  present  in  Support  of  a  measurt 
Has  calculated  to  disband  a  consider- 
iirt  of  that  body,  and  to  disgust  the 
.  There  wcry,  in  fact,  munv  heads  ot 
e  upon  which  the  expend  might  be 
altogether,   without  at  all   Working 


feel  much  satisfaction  if  it  could  be  pn 
ced,  because  parliament  and  the  cou 
would  then  have  an  opportunity  of  c 
paring  at  once  the  expence,  and  the  st 
ces  also,  that  were  to  be  looked  for  t 
the  two  systems,  and  of  examining  t 
comparative  value.  If  the  expence  of 
two  should  prove  to  be  equal,  it  wouh 
the   house  to  consider,   whether 
proposed  change  should  take  place?  \V 
(her  Englishmen,  who  voluntarily  st 
forward  in  the  hour  of  peril,  should  be 
banded,  to  make  room  fora  reluctant,  c 
trained  levy  ?    It  was  the  first  time   t 
such  a  proposition  had  been  made  in  i 
country,  and  it  required  but  a  little  coi 
deration  indeed,  to  estimate  the  differei 
between  the  two  kinds  ofservice.    Sure 
was,  that  parliament  could  hardly  be  p 
suaded  to  adopt  ameasureofforciblytrii 
ing,  particularly  where  they  felt  it  to 
unnecessary,  and  if  they  felt  it  to  be  um 
cessary,  they  must  feel  it  to  be  uncont 
tutional.  For   whatever  he  might  thick 
the  right  of  the  state  to  call  upoo  the  \. 
pulation   of  the   country  to  arm  in  its  t 
fence;   however  he    might  conceive   t 
prerogative   of  the  crown  entitled  to  eui 

:  whole  people  together,  and 
remembered  to  have  carried  tbatdoctri 
further  than  the  right  hon.  gent.,  still 
always  felt  the  right  and  exercise  ofl! 
prerogative  to  depend  on  the  pressure 
the  necessity.    But  he  could  not  imagii 
the  degree    or  nature  of  the   necessit 
which  could  justify  the  compulsory  levy  ■ 
200,000  men,  in  preference  to  the  emptc 
ment  of  300,000 able,  well- disciplined  v'i 
lunteers.  Whether  such  a  measure  shoul 
he  taken,    it  would  be   for  parliament  t 
determine  ;  but,  in  order  that  it  should  I 
enabled   to    determine  justly,  he   tbougt 
the  fullest  enquiry  should  be  made.  Havin 
said  so  much  as  to  Hie  object  of  his  motion 
the  hon.  gent,  proceeded   tn  comment  o, 
some  late  proceedings  Out  oftiobrL  unoi 
tmi.  subject.  The  voiunitei:.  fonhed,    h* 
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was  well  aware,  rather  a  delicate  question 
at  present.  Considerable  agitation  and 
ferment  prevailed  abroad  respecting  it,  and 
nothing  could  be  farther  from  his  wish,  in 
introducing  this  motion,  than  to  increase 
in  any  degree  a  ferment  of  that  nature,  the 
existence  of  which  every  thinking  man 
must  regret.  It  would,  therefore,  be  a  great 
misconception  of  his  object,  to  suppose 
that  by  this  motion  he  meant  to  encourage 
any  disposition  to  discontent  among  the 
Volunteers.  He  should  most  sincerely  de- 
precate any  thing  that  could  contribute  to 
stiah  an  effect.  Indeed  it  was  seriously  to 
be  deplored,  that  the  volunteers,  or  any 
other  description  of  persons,  should  take 
up  any  impression  from  the  mere  proposi- 
tion of  a  measure  in  parliament,  as  to  what 
parliament  was  likely  to  do.  For  just  in 
the  same  degree  that  any  such  measure 
was  unjust  or  unwise,  or  likely  to  press 
severely  upon  them,  should  any  portion  of 
the  people  feel  that  parliament  would  not 
feel  disposed  to  adopt  it.  The  people  should 
at  least  wait  until  the  decision  of  parlia- 
ment was  known.  And  until  that  decision, 
instead  of  apprehending  evil,  their  presump- 
tion ought  to  be,  that  such  a  measure 
would  not  be  adopted.  The  character  of 
parliament,  and  the  just  respect  which  the 
people  entertained  for  it,  should  naturally 
incline  the  public  mind  to  that  presump- 
tion. To  the  volunteers  he  particularly  ad- 
dressed these  obvervations ;  and  to  indi- 
cate a  disposition  different  from  that  he 
recommended,  would  on  their  part,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  be  impolitic  and  unwise. 
For  any  indecorous  conduct,  at  present 
particularly,  must  be  injurious  to  them* 
selves  and  their  advocates,  by  furnishing 
to  their  enemies  the  strongest  arguments 
against  them.  He  felt,  however,  that  it 
must»  be  confessed  the  disgust  and  discon- 
tent of  the  volunteers  was,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, excusable.  It  was  very  natural  for 
them  to  complain  when  they  heard  lan- 
guage used  respecting  them  by  a  govern, 
ment  composed,  for  the  most  part,  of  men 
Who  originally  encouraged  their  formation, 
and  who  almost  uniformly  panegyrized 
their  conduct.  When  they  saw  any  part  of 
such  a  government,  instead  of  patronising 
them,  manifesting  a  wish  to  throw  impedi- 
ments and  obstacles  in  their  way,  the  same 
feeliugs  which  led  the  volunteers  to  quit 
their  habits  and  employments  to  prepare 
for  the  field  of  war,  must  now  dispose  them 
to  chagrin  and  disappointment.  When  they 
were  held  up  as  a  disgrace  to  the  military 


profession  ;  when  told  that  it  was  de* 
grading  to  the  army  that  they  should  to 
dressed. in  the  same  uniform  with  them; 
that  it  was  an  affront  to  military  officers, 
that  volunteer  corps  should  have  anything 
like  similar  distinctions.  That  although 
their  want  of  discipline  had  been  the  gene-» 
ral  complaint  heretofore,  the  remedy  now 
proposed  was  to  relax  that  discipline — it 
was  no  wonder  if  the  zeal  of  the  volunteers 
was  in* some  degree  damped,  and  their 
dispositions  soured.  But  still  they  should 
not  suffer  themselves  to  be  agitated,  but 
wait  in  respectful  confidence  the  decision 
of  the  legislature.  The  lion,  and  learned 
gent,  concluded  with  moving  for  "  An  ac- 
count of  all  suras  issued  and  expended  for 
the  service  of  the  volunteers  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, from  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent  war  to  the  latest  period  at  which  the 
same  could  be  made  out,  distinguishing 
each  year,and  also  each  head  of  service." 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  did  not  rise  to  object 
to  the  motion  of  the  hon.  gent.,  because, 
without  such  a  motion,  it  was  intended  by 
his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windham)  to  lay 
this  document  before  the  house.  But  the 
hon.  geot/s  speech  and  his  motion  being 
far  from  the  same  thing,  he  must  say,  that 
although  he  acquiesced  in  the  one,  he  very 
much  objected  to  several  parts  of  the  other. 
The  hon.  gent.'s  observation,  that  the  vo- 
lunteers should  j  before  they  took  a  strong 
impression  as  to  his  right  hon.  friend's  plan, 
wait  the  decision  of  parliament,  was  cer~ 
tainly  unexceptionable ;  but  he  could  not 
help  observing  that  that  sentiment  very  ill 
consisted  with  other  parts  of  tbe  hon.  gent/t 
speech.  When  a  person  of  understanding, 
competent  to  conceive  tbe  proceedings  of 
that  house,  was  found  to  misrepresent 
words  which  it  was  impossible  to  miscon- 
ceive, it  was  not  difficult  to  infer  his  object* 
Nothing  could  have  been  more  explicit 
than  the  meaning  of  his  right  hon.  friend* 
When  he  alluded  to  a  relaxation  of  disci- 
pline, he  meant  merely  that  the  volunteers 
should  only  be  seldomer  called  out  to  ex- 
ercise, and  that  being  obvious,  it  ought  to 
have  been  beneath  the  hon.  gent,  to  catch  at 
words.  Was  it  possible  that  the  hon.  gent 
could  be  so  mistaken  as  to  understand  that 
any  intention  existed  of  disbanding  the  vo- 
lunteers? Sure  he  was,  that  if  his  right 
hon.  friend  entertained  any  such  intention* 
he  had  concealed  it  from  him.  That  hit 
right  hon.  friend  said  any  thing,  on  tbe  day 
alluded  to,  to  warrant  such  an  inference* 
he  most  peremptorily  aud  absolutely  de- 
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nied.  It  would  have  been  rather  more  be- 
coming io  the  hon.  gent,  to  have  waved 
any  remark  on  this  plan  until  it  was  per. 
fectly  understood ;  for  it  was  quite  clear 
that  he  did  not  undei stand  it;  and  it  was, 
much  to  be  regretted  that  some  industry 
was  made  to  propagate  a  similar  misunder- 
standing throughout  the  country,  but, 
thank  God,  with  very  little  success  !  With 
respect  to  the  use  made  by  the  hon.  gent. 
of  the  word  "  asylum,"  it  could  only 
have  been  applied  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
to  the  volunteers,  as  the  body  which  those 
men  in  the  higher  classes  of  life,  who 
might  wish  to  be  exempted  from  the  com- 
pulsory training,  would  naturally  choose. 
The  hon.  gent,  talked  of  substituting 
200,000  men,  trained  according  to  the 
new  arrangement,  for  300,000  disciplined 
volunteers*  But  the  hon.  gent,  did  not 
seem  to  recollect  that  it  was  not  200,000 
men  merely,  but  the  people  of  the  country 
in  rotation,  that  would  be  trained,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  volunteers.  The  only  change  on 
the  whole,  in  the  volunteer  system,  was 
merely  to  retain  those  only  who  should 
serve  without  pay,  and  that  would  be  con* 
formable  to  the  original  principle  of  their 
formation.  Therefore,  the  change  could 
occasion  no  murmurs,  unless .  men  were 
pre-dctermined  to  complain.  He  was  sorry 
to  hear  of  the  existence  of  any  discontent, 
although  he  was  persuaded  that  it  could 
proceed  only  from  misconception.  But 
when  the  hon.  gent,  deprecated  any  intem- 
perance on  the  part  of  the  volunteers,  lest  it 
should  furnish  their  enemies  with  arguments 
against  them,  he  would  wish  to  know  whom 
the  hon,  gent*  considered  the  enemies  of 
the  volunteers  j*  For  he  knew  of  no  such 
persons  in  that  house.  The  hon.  gent, 
might  say  whom  he  suspected,  but  he  ra- 
ther believed  that  he  would  feel  it  difficult 
to  state  the  grounds  of  his  suspicion.  That 
a  difference  of  opinion  prevailed  upon  this 
question,  both  in  and  out  of  the  bouse,  he 
was  perfectly  convinced.  He  could  not 
hope  for  unanimity.  But,  upon  a  fair  and 
full  understanding  of  the  measuse,  he  had 
little  doubt  that  the  number  of  its  oppo- 
nents would  be  comparatively  very  few. 

Mr.  Perceval,  in  explanation,  said  he 
might  have  misunderstood  the  meaning  of 
the  right  hon.  secretary,  as  it  was  now  ex- 
plained. But  from  the  words  used,  and 
the  concomitant  circumstances,  of  allowing 
uo  drill  Serjeants,  no  inspecting  field-offi- 
cers, no  permanent  duty,  he  left  it  to  the 
Jbfluse  to  j  udge,  whether  he  wa&not  warranted 


in  making  the  interpretation.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  might  say,  he  had  explained 
himself  to  meau,  by  relaxation  of  disci- 
pline, only  a  reduction  of  the  number  of 
days  of  exercise;  but  he  gave  the  right 
hon.  gent,  to  understand,  that  there  had 
been  no  misinterpretation  of  what  he  had 
said,  farther  than  what  he  had  said  was  na- 
turally calculated  to  suggest,  till  it  was  ex- 
plained. No  wilful  misrepresentation  was  in- 
tended. The  right  hon.  sec.  who  had  spoke 
last,  possessed  a  key  to  the  right  hon.  gent.'s 
meaning,  which  he  did  not  possess ;  but 
he  appealed  to  the  house  for  the  fairness 
of  the  meaning  he  had  assumed,  before  he 
was  corrected  by  the  explanation  of  this 
night.  He  was  glad,  that  he  had  been  in 
any  way  the  instrument  of  drawing  out  the 
declaration,  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  his  majesty's  ministers  to  diminish  the 
volunteer  force. 

Mr.  Fox  in  explanation  said,  the  hon. 
gent,  was  equally  called  upon  to  acquit  his 
majesty's  ministers  of  having  done  any 
thing  offensive  to  the  volunteers. 

Lord  Cattlereagh  had  never  heard  any 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  with  more 
pleasure  than  that  which  he  had  now 
closed.  Whether  from  the  discontents 
expressed  in  the  house,  or  those  expressed 
out  of  it,  or  frgm  whatsoever  cause,  the 
bill  brought  forward  was  extremely  diffe- 
rent from  the  opening  view  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  who  bad  brought  it  forward, 
lie  wished  that  the  amendment  might  be 
carried  still  further;  that  the  branch  of  the 
military  establishment  appropriated  to  fo- 
reign service,  might  also  escape  the  inno- 
vating grasp  of  the  right  hon.  gent. ;  and 
that  the  destructive  reform  he  meditated 
might  be  sacrificed  either  to  the  public  dis* 
approbation,  or  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  own 
better  consideration.  He  should  be  sorry 
to  pin  any  man  to  a  particular  expression 
that  might  have  escaped  him  in  the  warmth 
of  debate ;  but  the  expression  alluded  to, 
was  too  distinct  to  be  liable  to  mis  under* 
standing  or  misinterpretation.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  had  expressly  spoken  of  loosen- 
ing the  discipline  of  the  volunteer  force. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  had  besides  opened 
his  speech  with  lamenting,  that  the  stage 
was  occupied  by  the  volunteers.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  might  not  have  been  prepared 
to  proceed  to  the  immediate  dissolution  of 
the  volunteer  force ;  but  he  called  on  the 
house  to  recollect,  that  the  right  hon.  gent, 
in  agreeing  to  grant  clothing  for  this  year, 
expressly  withheld  himself  from  any  pledge 
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to  grant  it  in  any  fature  year.     He  called 
on  the  right  hon.  gent,  to  say  whether  he 
had  not  expressed  himself  to  this  effect. 
He  knew  the  right  hon.  gent,  was  too  manly 
to  deuy  it.    The  right  hon.  gent,  had  said, 
that  the  volunteers  were  prepared  for  a 
service  to  which  they  were  wholly  inade- 
quate; and  that  whatever  the  inspecting 
field  officers  might  say  of  their  fitness  to 
serve  in  the  line,  they  were  wholly  unqua- 
lified for  that  service.     But  however  the 
term  of  loosening  the  discipline  might  be 
explained,  a  material  change  was  to  be 
made  by  taking  away  the   drill  Serjeants, 
and  the  inspecting  field-officers,  the  only 
point  of  contact  with  the  government  the 
volunteers  had.    Instead  of  being  in  a  si* 
iuation  where  they  could  be  of  essential 
service  to  the  country,  they  were  to  be  6ent 
back  to  their  homes.    In  every  step,  from 
the  highest  retrenchment  of  the  staff,  to  the 
lowest  retrenchment  of  the  drill  serjeants, 
every  thing  short  of  absolute  disbanding 
was  proposed,  in  the  reduction  of  the  vo- 
lunteer force,  with  a  view  to  an  armed  po- 
pulace, or  a  drilled  mass.    Was  it  possible 
to  conceive  such  a  military  body  as  a  dril- 
led mass  without  officers,  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  people,  and  after  25  days  of  drilling, 
after  being  shewn  the  use  of  the  musket  so 
tar  as  they  could  learn  it,  to  be  sent  back 
again  among  the  people,  whether  with  or 
without  the  muskets,  to  the  use  of  which 
they  would  have  been  trained,  the  right 
hon.  gent,  did  not  say.     If  this  mass  wa6 
to  be   thus  trained  without  officers,  how 
was  it  possibly  to  be  collected  in  case  of 
invasion  ? 

Mr.  Francis  to  order,  asked  whether  this 
was  a  motion  on  the  general  subject  of  the 
volunteer  force  ?  for  if  it  was  a  mere  mo- 
tion for  papers,  it  was  very  wrong  to  go 
into  it  at  such  a  length  without  notice. 

Mr.  Fault  stated  the  right  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  to  belong  to  his  motion, 
of  which  a  long  notice  had  been  given, 
and  not  to  this  of  which  there  had  been 
bo  notice. 


rally  led  into  a 
leer  force  with  that  wbid 
gent,  meant  to  substitute 
that  so  material  a  change 
in  what  the  right  hon*  gas 
All  the  regulations  propose 
ted  to  produce  practical  asl 
pline,  and  diminution  of  s 
Mr.  Windham  was  glad 
friend  had  stepped  forward 
learned  gent*  who  had  b 
this  motion.     He  had  him 
into  an  agitation   which 
quite  fit  for  him  to  stand 
poignancy  of  the  wit  of  d 
who  had  introduced  this  i 
sort  of  figure  of  speech 
learned  gent,  which  excite! 
which  it  was  fit  to  keep  d 
bear  addressing  the  housi 
given  place  to  feelings  of 
Part  of  the  arguments  urg 
side,  applied  to  questions  t 
discussed  at  another  time, 
sure  that  gave  rise  to   1 
should  be  before  the  hot 
part  called  not  so  much  ft 
for  flat  contradiction.    It  < 
disguised  mistatemeut  of  v 
on  a  former  night.    He  ha 
said,  but  he  bad  never  t) 
had  been  imputed  to  hire 
gent,  had  expressed  an  am 
the  object  of  his  motiou.  ■ 
cessary  to  explain  the  objet 
That  was  clear,  and  he  sh 
ingly  sorry  if  the  learned 
been  as  perfectly  successful 
he  was.     It  was  a  kind  o 
warfare,  resorted  to  in  soft 
before,  but  now  adopted  j 
the  hon.  gent,  on  the  othtf 
ence  every  passion  right  of 
of  no,  no].    That  was  at  kl 
of  what  had  been  said; 
might  not  be  parliamentary 
rectly,  he  was  more  justified 
from  the  speeches  of  the  J 


The  Speaker  said,  there  had  been  a  no- 1  than  they  were  in  collecting) 


tice  of  the  motion  for  papers  relating  to 
the  volunteer  force.  The  motion  had  cer- 
tainly branched  out  into  a  more  general 
range  than  such  a  motion  seemed  to  re- 
quire. But  it  was  in  the  discretion  of  the 
house  to  permit  or  to  restrain  such  extra- 
neous proceedings.  He  did  not  feel  war- 
ranted in  interposing  to  check  it  before, 
nor  did  he  nowv 
j   Lord  CaUlereagh  said  he  had  been  natu- 


tation  of  this  night  from  hk 
tlemen  might,  if  they  tboug 
system  of  parliamentary  4 
wished  them  to  abstain  ft 
ting  his  speeches,  and  Osl 
misinterpretations  the  kfi 
tacks  upon  him.  He  sho^ 
follow  the  contradiction*1! 
in  their  order,  but  that  i 
The  learned  gent,  had  ct 


the  Levy  en  masse,  his  right  lion. 
had  so  Tally  vindicated  him  from  it, 
:  was  almost  ashamed  lo  revert  to  it. 
jject  was,  that  persons  who  from 
Uuatiou  and  rank  in  life  would  be 
to  being  trained  in  the  genera] 
Should  have  the  option  of  being 
Jin  a  more  congenial  manner  in  the 
eer  force.  It  was  on  the  same  prin- 
hat  the  volunteer  system  was  formed 
E  basis  of  the  Levy  en  masse  act. 
<emptions  from  the  militia,  and  the 
inducements  to  enter  into  volunteer 
i,  were  made  matter  of  reproach 
voluuteer  force.  He  did  not  make 
natter  of  reproach  ;  but  the  learned 
lid,  in  making  them  matter  of  con- 
wtween  the  volunteer  training,  and 
vy  en  masse.  And  by  whom  was  this 
ition  made  ?  TLc  learned  gent,  was 
ithor  of  the  army  of  reserve  bill,  by 
50,000  ni^ii  were  to  he  raised,  w' 
ven  to  thu  volunteers  an  exempti 
lib  act  and  from  the  militia,  and  w 
is  bis  noble  friend  (lord  Temple)  had 
iroperly  reminded  him,  given  it  as 
in  ion,  that  a  volunteer  could  not  re- 
{ihear !  hear !].  Yet  lie  was  the  per- 
eorue  forward  now,  and  to  say  the 
IKrs  were  degraded  by  the  adi 
■e  who  preferred  voluntary  training 
training  emnasst, — He  came 
tUge  of  relaxing  the  disciplii 
Kr  singular,  that,  in'a  speech  which 
well  as  others  had  thought  long  for 
casion,  tins  was  the  only  poi 
fasten  upon  us  a  subject  of  di 
;o  a  large  body  ot  men  whom  the 
;d  gent,  and  Ins  tnends  found  it 
it  to  agitate.  Perhaps,  critically' 
ng,  the  word  ielav  might  have  heei 
:t  and  unfortunate  ;  remit  might  have 
a  better  word — [a  laugh  from  the 
lide] ;  the  bon.  gent,  might  feel 
Ut  the  bouse  would  n  cJllect,  that  all 
ions  of  Ibis  nature  would  be  nothing 
than  mere  verbal  uiiUumus.  Theli 
t.  VI. 


among   others,  was   a   reason  for   get! 
rid  of   them.      How    the  learned  ge 
who  must  have  known  that  the  applical 
of  the  word  relax  was  confined   to  tli 
points,  could   give  such  a  latitude  to 
i  was  at  a  loss   to  conceive.      In  hi 
:lf  he  lelt  awkward  at  being  put  upon 
jiutiuCVtUB,   when  he  was  so  perfectly  i 
s  of  any  thing  wrong.  The  wh 
of  his  alterations  in  the  volunteer  syst 
I  of  a  few  subordinate  measures 
economy,  which  could  have  no  effect  i 
the  other.     They  went  merely 
put  the  volunteers  on  the  original  footi 
f  voluntary  service,  a  footing  on  wbi 
300,000  of  the  350,000  now  existing 
ready  w'ere.     The   object  was   to  redu 
them  from  the  June  to  the  August  alto 
There  were  now  but  50,000  on  t 
June  allowances.     If  this  could  have  t 
inflect  of  disbanding  the  volunteers,  of  w  he 
300,000  were  already  on  the  allowance 
hich  all  were  to  be  reduced,  it  was  ma 
;r  of  astonishment  to  him,  as  it  would  I 
i  all  the  world.     The  proposed  arrang 
me nt  would  have  no  other  effect  than  th 
i'f  placing   the  allowances  on   the  footh 
on  which  they  had  been  at  first,  and  ( 
which  it  was  acknowledged  to  be  desirah 
i  hat  they  should  he. The  tendency  of  his  pr 
position  was  rather  to  add  to  than  to  due 
Nisb  the  numbers  of  the  volunteers.  The: 
was  nothing  done  to  disband,  and  thos 
who  would  find  it  eligible  to  go  into  tl 
volunteers  to  avoid  the  training  enmaa 
must  pro  tanlo  be  an  increase.     To  leav 
the  allowances  as   they  were,  without  ar 
increase,  must  have    the  effect  of  doit 
what  he  did.     The  bill  only  went  to  pi 
into  the  mass  those  thai  would  not  sen' 
at  their  own  expence,  and  to  take  out  i 
the  mass  those   who   wished  to  serve  i 
their  own  expence.     As  to  the  general  ai 
gument  on  the  measure,  he  would  reserv 
himself  till  a  future  occasion,  as  thelearne 
gent,  ought  to  have  dune,  if  he  had  con 
tented  himself  with  moving  for  papars,   b 
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the  production  of  which  he  must  have 
known,  there  was  not  the  smallest  objec- 
tion. When  the  learned  pent,  made  a  speech 
of  such  length,  in  such  language,  and  with 
such  matter,  it  was  fair  to  impute  to  him 
objects  different  from  his  mere  motion.  He 
had  not  the  smallest  objection  to  the  pro- 
duction of  the  papers. 

General  Tarlettm  congratulated  the  house 
on  the  difference  of  the  right  hon.  gent.'s 
sentiments  this  night  from  what  he  thought 
on  the  night  on  which  he  brought  forward  his 
measure.  Kverv  one  must  remark  the  vast 
difference  of  tone,  language,  and  manner. 
In  the  short  sketch  of  the  former  night  the 
right  hon.  gent,  took  away  from  the  volun- 
teers their  drill-serjeautP  and  their  inspec- 
ting field  officers,  thinking  it  sufficient  that 
the v  should  U?  seen  some  time  in  the  year 
by  tlu*  lord  lieutenant  or  his  deputy.  That 
hum  indeed  relax  their  discipline.  The 
ditlricnce  of  tone  that  was  observable  this 
d:iy,  must  be  imputed  to  the  sen  be  the 
country  had  manifested  on  the  contents  of 
the  .speech  made  bv  the  right  hon.  gent, 
on  a  former  day.  Resolutions  had  been 
mlt'ivd  into  by  many  corps,  which  had 
bi'eu  submitted  to  his   majesty's  ministers. 

1  lr   had  bvitn  many  such  resolution.-?,   and  i  whose  orders  he  had  so  uni 
hud   recommended   to   wait  patiently   tili    sed,  and  whose  authority  I 
Mr.  Windham's  system  should  be  fully  ex- 
pliined.     The  right   hon.   gent,   and   the 
house  would    pardon   the  irregularity  of 
mentioning  the  name;  but  the  system  waa 
known,  as  Mr.  Windham's,  in  contradis- 
tinction to  all  others  that  had  ever  existed. 
The  object  of  the  motion  was  to  simplify  and 
elucidate  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
pent.     The  right  hon.   gent,   had   stated 
that  .5  million  had  been  expended  in  three 
years  for  volunteer  service  ;  and  the  ques- 
tion was,  uhether  there  was  in  that  service 
merit  adequate  to  the  cost?  The  merit  of  the 
service  wa3  unquestionable :  and  was  ser- 
vice of  such  i  ^questionable   merit  to  be 
recompensed  only  by  the  refusal  of  rank, 
as   if  they  were  unworthy  of  it,  bv  telling 
them,  that  the  colour  of  the  army  was  de- 
graded  by  their  wearing   it  ?  This  was  a 
mode  of  increasing  the  strength  and  secu- 
rity of  the  countrv,  which  could  not  easily 
be  paralleled.-— The  question  was  then  put, 
and  the  paper  ordered. 

[Ak*  airs  or  India.]  Mr.  Pauli  ro9e, 
i  i  |  ursuance  of  the  notice  which  he  had 
previously  given  to  biing  forward  his 
1'irst  Charge  against  marquis  Welleslev. 
The  hon.  gent,  said  that  it  was  r.ot  now. 
nor  had   it   ever  been,    his   intention  u 


trespass,    at  any   ucnece 
the  time  of  the  house,  i 
advanced  hour  of  the  ei 
attention  must  have  bee 
gree,  exhausted  by  a  discu 
much  local   importance 
He  should  barely  state  t) 
charges  he  meant  to'brii 
the  manner  in  which  he  a 
in  following  them  up.     I) 
be  asked  of  him,  why  he 
in  this  business  ?  or  why 
it  to  the  discretion  of  the 
themselves,  to  have  institt 
as  being  the  parties  to  who 
properly    belonged  ?    To 
answer,   that  finding   the 
to  some  of  whom  be  hai 
subject,  averse  to  urge  an 
certainly  did  volunteer,  am 
in  the  case   of  the  Nabol 
Ferruckabad,  because  he 
acquainted,  from  his  own 
the  whole  of  the  circumsts 
fore  felt  it  his  duty  to  brio 
ward.  Before  he  bad  de tens 
had  applied  to  that  body,  wl 
noble  marquis  had  soprofi 


disregarded  ;  but  they  had  < 
coeding.  It  was  not  a  tai 
taken  as  one  agreeable  to  ] 
could  yield  him  any  pers< 
but  one  which  he  had  assi 
lie  grounds  alone,  and  i 
imperious  duty  as  a  me 
inent.  The  task  had  been 
k  arduous.  It  was  one 
of  directors  were  in  duty 
undertaken  ;  and  by  their 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  sayi 
the  crimes  of  the  marquis  1 
however,  where  there  wi 
might  in  time  be  virtue,  a 
at  last  seem  to  be  sensible 
dereliction  of  duty: — some 
conduct,  might  however  b 
ignorance  they  were  so  lc 
criminal  withholding  of 
by  the  accused    nobleman. 

m 

given  nonce  of  his  intenl 
ward  the  accusation,  and  e 
mination  to  follow  up  h 
court  of  directors  were  sc 
criminality  of  that  noble 
had  drawn  up  an  indie  tine 
abounding  with  charge's  of 
..ai  and  flagitious  nature, 
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ing  as  over  were  submitted  to  the  de- 
'  a  court  ol  criminal  judicature.  Id 
tiiging  lorwnrd  tho*e  cli-trges  at  the  pre- 
sent  iiniiin .m,  lit'  lamented  estremelv  llie 
ab»euce  of  11  noble  lord  (lord  I-'olkcstone), 
who  hod  done  to  much  honour  to  hinisell 
and  to  the  cause  ol  justice,  by  his  conduct 
on  this  occasion,  and  who,  hud  he  been 
present,  would  have  given  him  the  most 
Loril.M  support;  and  nothing  hut  a  state 
of  illness,  which  rendered  him  unable  to 
attend,  could  have  occasioned  Ilia  absence 
that  uight.  For  the  manner  in  which  the 
Charge  was  drawn  up,  he  must  beg  leave 
to  apologize,  and  to  ajijie.il  to  the  itidul- 
;  of  the  house.  Its  merit  or  de- 
.  was  exclusively  his  own.  Scarcely 
u,  us  he  was  to  the  house,  and  unaided 
y  any  associated  supporter  influence  that 
old  tend  to  facilitate  his  purpose,  he  fell 
jch  difficulty  to  form  his  charges:  for  any 
if'eftioiia!  aid  on  the  occasion  he  had  not 
.  In  the  course  lie  had  adopted,  he 
ii  endeavoured,  to  the  best  of  hisjudg- 
■mt,  to  found  himself  on  precedent.  He 
juld  read  the  statement  containing  those 
o  the  house,  as  part  of  his  speech, 
I  should  lay  them  upon  the  tabic,  then 
'  i  be  his  object  to   move,  that  they 

The   him.  gent,   then   proceeded    to 

inimpii?  WellttTtfay.  It  wua  extremely  dif- 
ficult cvlv.  hi  catch  tlw  *ul  stance  with  any 

merited  with  n  I". I  i'  ■  ,  '.  £  I.  ■  .■;  j  uuit- 
lui'til  uf  tin-  iinUu  1n.1r4.ti  Lei  ih.- chief  go- 
Tern»i£ui  til  ibjagal,  about  the  middle  of 
October  !?!,7.  as  succKiur  to  lord  Teigu- 
iwulli,  wid  that  hi;  reached  the  si  atofbisge- 
BTimient  iti  Mi.v  17.W  :  in  which  he  continu- 
ed until  he  was  siupereotlad  by  the  marquis 
CornwaHis's  [e-apTioiiittncnt  to  tlw-'govern- 
wiil  m  August,  itii.i ;  and  that  tiie  said 
(Warns  Wefelny,  though  hp  was  solemnly 
t»oru  to  i (buy  the  instructions  o!  his  etu- 
(JoytT!-.  and  do  every  thing  in  bis  power, 
Md'totlic  best  at  hi-  judgment,  to  pro- 
sow  and  support  thcrt  jitfit  and  lawful  in- 
terests in  India,  yet  instead  of  so  doing,  on 
tisamvi.l    in  India,   lie   disregarded  their 


Htuo 


ed  the 


If  a  ties] 


Mimed  to  Inn 

bt  hack   op 

company,  and  did 

*l contrary  to  their  i»*iriifti< 

pKification  of  his  own   c.ipric 

■ait  flagitious  profusion,   and  for   corrupt 

JKpoi.es,  squander  ill c  money  of  the  said 


true    interests   of  the 
thout  their  permission, 

tin   the 


company  to  an  enormous  extent,     It 
cited  alia  ihn  charier  grunted  to  the  ci 
pany  by  parliament  in  the  year  1733,  u 
the  express  condition  that,  in  consiJorai 
thereof,   the  company  should  annually 
to  the  government,  out  of  the  surplus  [ 
fits  of  their  trade,  after  deducting  the 
cessary  expences  of  conducting  their 
fairs,  the  sum'  of  500,000/.   annually ; 
assets   of  the  company  in  England  to 
answerulile  for  such  payment,   and  subj 
to  an  interest  of  15  per  cent. :  but  that 
cose  of  a  war  in  India,  or  any  other  r 
soimblc  cause  to  prevent   the  regular  p 
ment  of  the  said  annual  sum,   upon  rep 
sentation  from  the   company    to   his    I 
jesty's   ministers,    it   should   be    lawful 
defer  the  payment,  and  the  debt  so  due 
be  funded  by  the  company,   as  due  to  i 
go vero men t,   charged   with  an  interest 
6'  per  cent.     But  that  the  company  1: 
never  paid    any  part   of  that    sum. 
consequence,    a    debt    to   government 
d  millions  had  accrued  ;   bul  the  dcficiei 
of  surplus,  and  the  consequent  inability 
Llie  company  to  pay  this  sum,  had  not  aria 
from  any  cause  of  war,  but  entirely  Ire 
the  misconduct  of  the  said   marquis  W 
lesley,  who   had  most  profusely,  lavish" 
and  shamefully  squandered  the  property 
the  company,  and  neglected  those  mteret 
which,  by  engagements  the  most  solen: 
he    hud   sworn   to  promote   with  vigilau 
and  economy;   whereby  the  said  Compai 
were  not  only  involved  in  a  debt  of  sever 
millions  to  the  government,  but  debts  ale 
to  the  amount  of  many  millions,  had  bei 
incurred  in  India,  at  an  increasing  intern 
of  (I,  H,  10,   and    12  percent.     '1  he  resu 
of  which  was,   that  the  debt  of  the  compi 
ny,   which,   on    the   accession    of  marqu 
Weileslev  to  the  Indian  government  in  17fl. 
stood  at  11,03J,6'4S/.  was,  on  his  depa 
ture   from    that   government   in  J  80S,   ii 
creased  to  above  31,000,000/.     That  whe 
marquis  Wellesley   first   arrived   in   Indii 
every  part   of   the  company's  affairs   wot 
flu  aspect  of  prosperity  :  St  bad,  therelbn 
only  remained   for  him  to  have  acted  wit 
an  ordinary  vigilance,  and  to  have  folio  we 
the   example  and  the  system  of  his  predt 
cessor.     Instead   of  which,  the  said   ma; 
ipiis  Welleslcvi   by  wantonly  and  profusel 
increasing  the  public  expenditure,  did  nt 
only  squander   all   the   ordinary  means  i 
his  baud,  hut  all  the  additional  money  h 
was  able   to  raise   by  loans  andadditoni 
taxes,   supporting    a   wanton   and   p  o.ut 
style  of  living,  unparalleled  in  the  case  ( 
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any  fprmer  chief  governor  of  that  country, 
insomuch  that  he  was  driven  by  his  extra- 
vagance to  attempt  the  selling  of  the  im- 
posts upon  the  lands  of  Bengal,  and  he  so 
much  embarrassed  the  finances  and  affairs 
of  the  company,  as  to  endanger  the  loss 
of  their  territory.      The  statement  next 
pToceeded  to  recapitulate  the  contents  of 
the  letter  received  by  the  court  of  directors 
from  the  marquis  Cornwallis,  dated  in  Au- 
gust 1805,  when  sent  out  to  India  for  the 
purpose  of  superseding  marquis  Wellesley, 
in  which  be  gives  a  deplorable  statement 
of  the  company's  affairs,  arising  entirely 
from  the  profuseness  of  his  predecessor 
in  squandering  the  resources  of  the  com- 
pany, one  branch  of  which  was  his  keeping 
lip    unnecessarily  an    army  of   irregular 
troops  at  ah  enormous  expense,  which  the 
marquis  Cornwallis  found  it  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  disband,  in  order  to  avoid  losing 
the  means  of  defraying  the  charges  indis- 

J>ensable  for  the  maintenance  of  the  regu- 
ar  army.  The  noble  marquis,  in  disband- 
ing those  troops,  stated,  that  he  adopted 
fhe  measure  unavoidably,  as  the  lesser  evil, 
dt  the  risk,  certainly,  of  their  engaging 
in  other  service  inimical  to  the  company, 
but  considering  them  much  less  formidable 
to  meet  in  the  field,  than  to  retain  them  in 
pay,  at  an  expence  which  must  absorb  the 
means  of  paying  the  regular  army ;  that 
in  order  to  clearjthe  arrears  of  pay  due  to 
those  irregulars,  he  had  been  under  the 
absolute  necessity  of  detaining  the  treasure 
of  the  company  destined  for  the  China 
trade,  to  the  amount  of  250,000/.  Having 
gone  through  many  other  items  on  the  let- 
ter of  marquis  Cornwallis,  already  before 
the  public,  the  statement  next  alluded  to 
the  war  which  broke  out  in  the  month  of 
March  1799,  with  Tippoo  Sultan,  which 
ended  with  the  taking  of  Seringapatam  and 
the  death  of  that  tyrant ;  that  the  conse- 
quence of  that  war  was,  that  enormous 
sums  of  money  were  extorted  by  order  of 
marquis  Wellesley  from  the  Nabobs  of 
Oade,  Arcot,  Ferruckabad,  and  some 
Others ;  after  which  commenced  the  Mah- 
ratta  war  in  1804,  which  was  terminated 
in  the  course  of  the  year ;  and  so  far  from 
the  expences  qf  those  wars  being  the  cause 
0f  those  embarrassments  of  the  company's 
affairs  already  stated,  it  appeared,  from  let- 
ters Of  lord  Wellesley  himself  to  the  court 
of  directors,  that,  by  the  treaty  of  Hydera- 
bad, the  annual  revenues  in  the  provinces 
{hat  then  became  tributary  increased  their 
jncqrne  above  544?000/.  a  year,  and  there- 


fore that  any  argument  founded  upon  the 
pretence  of  warlike  expenses  conld  not, 
as  would  appear  from  marquis  Wellesley's 
own  letter,  dated  the  1st  September,  1803, 
interfere  with  the  causes  of  the  inability  of 
the  company  to  pay  their  annual  engage- 
ments to  the  state.     That  except  the  wars 
before  mentioned,  the  said  marquis  Wel- 
lesley was  engaged  in  no  other  war  during 
the  period  of  his  government,  except  that 
with  Holkar,  if  war  it  could  be  called,' and 
except  that  with  the  Rajah  of  Bhurtpore, 
in  which  the  only  loss  sustained  was  the 
loss  of  lives  and  of  honour.     That  there- 
fore, not  wars,  but  the  unexampled  prodi- 
gality and  wanton  profusion  of  the  mar- 
quis,  were  the  true  causes  of  the  embar* 
rassment  of  the  company's  affairs ;  a  pro- 
fusion and  extravagance  engaged  in  with 
the  most    sinister,   vicious,   dud    corrupt 
views,  and  in   defiance  of  the  authority, 
and  in  contempt  of  the  orders  of  his  em* 
ployers.     The  embarrassment  partly  arose 
from  new-modelling  the  criminal  courts  of 
Bengal ;    from  increasing,   wantonly  and 
unnecessarily,  the  number  of  their  officers, 
and  giving  large  salaries  to  bis  friends  and' 
favourites ;  in  the  expenditure  of  an  enor- 
mous sum  for  fhe  establishment  of  packets, 
and  granting  large  salaries  and  sinecures  tq 
his   followers,   (amongst    which   was    the 
grant  of  1500/.  a  year  to  sir  William  Bur- 
roughs,) amouuting  altogether  to  the  sum 
of  1,300,000/. ;  the  erection  of  a  college 
at  Fort  William,  without  the  authority  of 
the  company,  which  cost  18 1,6*89/. »  &n  UIH 
necessary  journey  of  the  noble  marquis,  in 
1801,  to  the  upper  provinces,  in  which  the 
most  extravagant  expenditure  took  place, 
one  item  of  which  was  fori  100  boats,  and  the 
whole  charge  30,000/.   There  was  a  charge 
also  of  220,000/.  for  the  erecting  and  fitting 
up  a  palace  for  the  residence  of  the  mar- 
quis, which  was  decorated  in  a  style  of 
splendour  unparalleled  even  among  East- 
ern princes.     There  was  a  charge  for  s 
house  and  garden  for  the  noble  marquis  at 
Bhurtpore,  15,000/.  Besides  all  this,thire 
was  a  charge  for  reviving  a  body  guard  of 
cavalry,  which  had  been  put  dowu  by  sir 
John  Shore,  who,  on  a  principle  of  ecooo* 
my,  was  satisfied  to  be  attended  oh  ststfc 
occasions  by  a  party  of  the  garrisons  com* 
manded  by  a  captain ;  but  marquis  Wet 
lesley  resolved  to  revive  this  body,  and  td 
increase  his  own  splendour;   and  it  *•* 
maintained,  for  the  first  five  years,  at  an  in* 
nual  expense  of  40,800/. ;  and  for  the  whole 
period,  including  for  horses,  accoutrements! 
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add  outfit,  the  sum  of  240,000/.    Thfcre  was 
also  a  large  sum  advanced  by  the  marquis 
for  building  a  town-house  for  the  citizens 
of  Calcutta,  ther  cost  of  which  was  after- 
wards to  be  reimbursed  by  thetn  in  such 
subscriptions  as  could  be  obtained  within 
four  years)  a  statue  of  lord  Cornwallis 
was  designed  to  be  erected  in  the  town- 
house,  instead  of  which  it    was    thrown 
amongst  the  rubbish*  in  the  Vaults  under 
the  building,  dud  an  expensive  statue  of 
lord  Wellesley  erected  in  its  place,  and  this 
at  a  time  when  ah  arfear  of  five  months 
pay  was  due  to   the  troops.     The   next 
charge  against  him  was,  the  appointment 
of  his  brother,  the  honourable  Henry  Wel- 
lesley, in  1801,  to  the  government  of  Oude. 
with  the  title  of  governor  and  commander 
in  chief,  and  at  an  expence,  in  thirteen 
months,  of  above  26,000/.  which  exceeded 
the  annual  allowance  of  the  company  to 
the  governor- general.     He  arbitrarily  re- 
tained in  his  own  hands,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  authority  or  interference  from  the 
court,  to  the  amount  of  628,2067.  per  an. 
hum,  and  under  the  influence  which  such 
a  patronage  enabled  him  to  exert,  he  pro- 
cured addresses  from  every  part  of  the 
Country,  iu  approbation  of  his  justice,  con- 
duct; and  services;  and  further,  although 
the  trade  laws  of  the  country  strictly  for- 
bade him  to  accept  any  money  from  the 
people  of  the  country,  in  consideration  of 
his  official  authority,  yet  he  received  for 


peachnlent  iri  this  form ;  that  he  did  not 
find  that  there  had  ever  arisen  a  question 
on  the  right  of  a  member  to  put  in  articles 
of  charge,  and  have  them  read.  Here, 
however,  the  right  of  an  individual  ended, 
and  there  had  always  been  some  motion 
made,on  which  the  house  had  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  their  sense.  Various  modes  had 
been  adopted  for  this  purpose.  Sometimes 
by  proposing  to  call  witnesses  to  establish 
the  charges ;  and  in  other,  and  latter  cases, 
by  proposing  that  the  house  should  take 
them  into  consideration.  On  the  whole, 
the  house  would  judge  of  the  importance 
of  preserving  to  individual  members, 
the  right  of  presenting  articles  of  this  de- 
scription, and  of  preserving  t0  themselves* 
as  a  body,  the  right  of  deciding  wnetheror 
not  they  should  be  entertained. 

Mr.  Paw//,  agreeably  to  this  suggestion, 
moved,  and  the  title  of  the  charge  was 
shortly  read  by  the  clerk.  He  then  moved 
that  the  charge  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion, with  a  view  to  appoint  a  future  day 
for  that  purpose. 

The  Speaker,  in  addition  to  his  former 
remarks,  stated,  that  in  modern  timet 
there  was  still  another  mode  of  procedure, 
which  was  to  print  the  charges,  and  refer 
them  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house. 
It  was  Competent  to  the  hon.  gent,  to  move, 
that  this  charge  be  printed,  and  then  taken 
into  consideration. 

Mr.  Paiill,  in  compliance  with  this  inti- 


the  luxuries  of  the  table,  and  other  purpo-   mation,  moved  that  the  charge  be  printed, 


ses  of  his  own  private  gratification,  no  less 
a  sum  than  120,000/. ;  and  while  he  Was 
thus  misapplying  such  enormous  sums  of 
the  company's  property  to  the  most  cor- 
rupt and  profligate  purposes,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  household  and  estab- 
lishment in  the  hiostgorgeous  stye  of  splen- 
dour and  profusion,  he  was  supporting 
those  extravagancies  by  loans  borrowed  in 
the  narhe  of  the  company,  nominally  at.an 
interest  of  12/.  per  cent,  but,  from  the 
manner  in  which  thev  were  raised,  at  a  real 
interest  of  16/.  per  cent.  Throughout  he 
httd  set  at  bought  the  authority  of  his  em- 
ployers, and  acted  in  direct  opposition  to 
his  instructions,  Mr.  Paull  concluded  his 
statement  by  saying,  he  had'fead  it  as  part 
of  his  speech,  and  should  now  move  that 
it  tyte  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  he  apprehen- 
ded that  could  be  no  question.  From  the 
journals  of  the  house,  and  from  other  infor- 
mation that  }ie  had  received,  he  found  that 
there  had  not  been  many  instances  of  im- 


wbich  was  ordered  ;  and  also  expressed  his 
intention  on  some  future  day,  probably  in 
the  course  of  the  present  week,  to  introduce 
other  charges  against  marquis  Wellesley ; 
and  when  a  sufficient  time  had  been  given 
to  allow  the  members  to  understand  them 
as  well  as  he  did  himself,  to  proceed.  He 
meant  to  follow  the  same  course  with  the 
charge  which  related  to  lord  Wellesley-s 
conduct  to  the  nabob  of  Furuckabad  as  in 
the  present,  namely,  to  print  it,  and  on 
some  future  day  to  move,  that  it  be  taken 
into  consideration. 

The  Speaker,  as  the  hon.  gent,  had  sub- 
mitted no  question  to  the  house,  felt  it  his 
duty  to  C8>11  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
the  former  proceedings  on  similar  subjects, 
which  prescribed  some  motion  either  of 
adoption  or  of  rejection.  If  the  hon.  gent, 
was  unwilling  to  propose  any  such  motion, 
it  was  open  to  any  other  member  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Pavll  said,  that  he  had  produced  a 
charge,  which  he  conceived  would  be  am- 
ply supported  by  documents  that  could  he. 
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furnished  by  the  court  of  directors.  He  did 
not  pretend  to  such  a  knowledge  of  the 
journals  of  the  house  as  to  enable  him 
exactly  to  say  what  was  the  preferable 
mode  of  proceeding.  He  should  move, 
however,  that  the  charge  be  taken  into  fur- 
ther consideration  this  day  three  weeks. 

The  Speaker  enquired,  who  seconded  the 
motion?  After  a  considerable  pause, 

Mr.  Pauil  observed,  that  he  could  only 
,  sty,  if  the  noble  lord  to  whom  he  had  be- 
fore alluded  (lord  Folkestone)  had  been  in 
the  house,  he  should  not  have  wanted  a 
seconder. — Another  pause  took  place,  when 
fir  W.Geary  rose  and  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  observed,  that  the 
hon.  gent,  had  laid  before  the  house  a  se- 
rious charge  against  the  marquis  Welles- 
ley,  but  he  had  not  told  the  house  what 
were  the  documents  to  be  adduced  in  sup- 
port of  that  charge,  nor  when  they  were 
to  be  laid  before  the  house ;  besides,  he 
had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring 
forward  two  other  charges.  He  understood 
the  hon.  member  reallv  had  no  documents, 
though  he  had  proposed  a  day  for  discus- 
sion ;  but  if,  when  that  day  should  com*, 
the  hon.  member  should  not  then  be  provi- 
ded with  any  documents  in  support  of  his 
charges,  he  trusted  the  house  would  not  al- 
low of  farther  delay.  He  acknowledged  that 
it  was  the  right  of  every  member  to  produce 
any  charge  in  that  house  ;  but  if  the  mem- 
ber producing  it,  should  name  a  day  to 
take  it  into  consideration,  and  afterwards 
not  be  able  to  substantiate  it  by  docu- 
ments, he  would  find  himself  in  a  very  un- 
pleasant, and  in  a  very  awkward  situation. 
The  hon.  gent,  was  to  judge  for  himself. 
He  would  recollect  that  he  proceeded  at 
his  peril,  and  if  he  had  at  present  no  do- 
cuments to  support  his  charge,  he  should 
lose  no  time  in  moving  for  them,  as  with- 
out them,  he  would  stand  in  the  place  of  a 
person  bringing  forward  a  charge  without 
any  documents  to  substantiate  it. 

Mr.  Paull  said,  it  did  not  remain  with 
him  to  enforce  the  production  of  the  neces- 
sary documents  :  he  had  a  list  of  them  in 
his  hand,  and  should  move  for  them  this 
night ;  but  if  they  should  not  be  forthco- 
ming on  the  day  he  had  named,  he  shoujc 
hope  the  house  would  indulge  him  by  de- 
ferring the  discussion  until  the  papers 
should  be  produced. 

Mr.  Jjee  thought  the  hon.  grnt.  had  not 
proceeded  in  this  case  as  he  had  professed, 
by  adopting  the  precedent  laid  down  by 
Mr.  Burke,  in   the  case  of  Mr.  Hastings; 


for  that   gentleman  had  no* 
ward   his  charges,  until  he  h 
moved  for  the  documents  up 
were  to  be  supported,  and  tb< 
were  actually  laid  upon  the  t 
cedents  were  precisely  the  sal 
teen  cases  which  had  occui 
Revolution ;    and  if  these 
entertained,  without  the  doc 
laid  on  the  table,  the  marc 
would  have  just  ground    tf 
house  with  having  dispensed 
forms,   in  receiving  article! 
ment  against  him.      Here  w 
wasteful  expenditure  of  the 
East-India  Co.    If  the  com] 
charge  to  be  just,  why  did  ' 
it  forward  ?  They  were  in  pc 
the  evidence,   and  were  be 
with  the  nature  of  the  caa 
ought  now  to  have  as  much 
Grand  Jury  should  have  b< 
a  bill. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  said,  i 
ceived  that  naming  a  day  w 
cing  the  charge,  he  would, 
have  supported  it,  but  he  hai 
a  mere  matter  of  form-  T 
was  much  good  sense  in  wi 
from  the  hon.  member  who  li 
if  he  was  iuclined  to  suppose 
would  be  put  in  possession  < 
meats  on  the  subject,  he  st 
objection  to  adjourn  the  d« 
day  week ;  and  if  they  shoul 
forthcoming,  the  house  woul 
further  proceedings  it  would 
to  take.  He  moved  accordin 

The  Speaker  could  see  nc 
point  of  form  to  this  motion. 

Mr.  Rose,  though  he  tin 
motion  less  objectiouable  th 
yet,  as  be  really  thought  th 
been  brought  forward  withou 
whatever  to  support  them, 
voluminous  papers  with  wl 
gent,  had  been  day  after 
which  covered  the  table,  i 
printed  at  an  expence  of  no 
or  10,000/.  to  the  public,  ha 
sought  by  the  hou.  gent,  m 
search  for  evidence,  but  in  v 
opinion  it  would  be  taking  tc 
of  the  charges,  thus  unsupj 
tertain  them  at  all. 

Sir  \V\  Geary  declared  thi 
seconding  the  motion,  was  n 
was  convinced  of  the  guill 
marquis.    When,  however,  1 
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of  to  grave  a  nature  brought  forward,  he 
(nought  tt  due  lo  the  dignity  of  the  bouse 
(hat  an  opportunity  of  proving  such  char- 
ges, if  well  founded,  should  not  be  denied, 
Mr.  Paul!  pledged  himself  to  adduce  do- 
cuments to  prove  every  tittle  of  the  char- 
ges he  had  brought  forward.  He  complain- 
ed, that  he  met  much  difficulty  aitd  inter- 
ruption in  being  able  to  procure  the  neces- 
sary documents  ;  and  he  alluded  to  an  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  Goldiug),  who  had  said  he 
would  move  for  papers,  that  would  refute 
every  tittle  of  the  charges  he  (Mr.  P.)  was 
to  bring  forward  this  day,  though  the  par- 
ticulars of  these  charges  were  nut  disclosed 
by  him. 

Mr.  Guiding  said,  that  he  was  convinced, 
from  finding  the  charges  so  vague,  futile, 
and  indefinite,  that  the  hon.  gent,  had 
wily  moved  for  the  numerous  documents 
already  produced;  with  a  view  to  fish  out 
something  to  be  produced  against  the  no- 
ble liirrjiiii 

".  Robert  Thornton  sn'iA,  the  court  to 
idi  lie  had  the  honour  to  belong  having 
i  particularly  alluded  to.  and  seem- 
;  so  much  interested  in  tbe  question, 
Ight  not  seem  lo  discharge  his  duty  if 
did  not  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject, 
tic  he,  at  the  same  time,  expressed  his 
ii  feelings.  He  felt  regret  at  the  situation 
into  winch  the  lion.  gent,  had  brought  him- 
self, the  house,  and  the  court  of  directors. 
He  lamented  the  hon,  gent,  had  gone  so 
tai.  He  bad  not  the  honour  of  being  ac- 
quainted with  him  till  lie  had  come  for- 
ward in  his  present  character,  but  be 
thought  the  spirit  and  manliness  displayed 
by  the  hon.  gent,  throughout,  did  him  the 
highest  credit.  Though  he  stopt  short  of 
tbe  hon.  gent.,  he  thought  he  had  well- 
grounded  cause,  of  complaint,  and  that 
there  was  much  truth  in  the  generality  of 
hii  charges,  lie  thought,  however,  that 
the  hon.  gi '.Lli  riiiii.'-.  was  not  a  happy 
ttwde  of  pracBedng,  and  that  enquiry  was 
the  proper  mods.  If  he  bad  fnlluwed  that 
mode,  he  i  Mi.  T.    should  bare  raced  with 

■on.  gent,,  but  he  only  stated  1. is  opinion 
thuifur,  tiiiii  the  lion,  gent,  might  not  expect 
peiler  support  from  him  than  he  was  to 
rtceive.    He   thought  justice  to  the  hon. 

St,  required  that  he  should  be  warned 
Llbere  might  Le  many  others  from  whom 
ht  might  have  looked  for  support,  who  would 
■tube  inclined  to  Ko  th<  length  he  wwii- 
U.  He  (Mr.  T.jdio  think  [hat  marquis 
■Wdfcsley  pad  been  guilty  of  a  wasteful  ex- 


penditure of  the  company's  money; 
he  had  committed  many  errors,  and  vi' 
ted  the  law  in   several    instances  ;  but 
was  apprehensive  that  the  mode  of  acci 
■Jon  resorted  Lo  by  the  hon.  gent,  would  C 
have  the  effect  of  bringing  the  marquis 
and  holding  him  up  to  the  world  as  a  t 
that  hud  been  unjustly  attacked,  The  h 
gent,    had    been  accused  of  not  hav 
produced  documents  to  support  the  char 
I  le  uertiiiiily  had  been   hasty,  had  not  o 
suited  his   friends  sufficiently,  and  had 
lied  too  much  on  himself.  This,  howe\ 
he  must  say  in  justice  to   him,  that  if 
bouse  had  given  him  the  paper  which  i 
vesterdav   moved  for,  he  would  have  b( 
in  no  want  of  documents.  He  (.Mr.  T.)  kt 
many  of  the  statements  of  figures  given 
the  hon.  gent,  in  the  charge  presented  by  L 
ilusiiiL'ht,  to  be  correct,  and  to  be  eon  tail, 
in  that  document.  Such  document  he  had 
that  moment  in  his  pocket,  and   such  w< 
taken  from  that  official  letter.     This 
said   in  vindication  of  the  hon.  gent.     1 
regretted  the  situation  in  which  they  w< 
placed.    He  said  so,  both  in  justice  to  t 
hon.  gent,  aud  to  himself.     If  he  cou 
withdraw  his  motion,  he  thought  it  wou 
carry  a  stronger  censure  against  the  not 
marquis,  than  any  thing  that  could  folk 
under  his  charge  would  import.    Impeac 
ment  was  a  step  much  stronger  than  ai 
thing  which  he  was  prepared  lo  think  tl 
conduct  of  the  marquis  Wellesley,   impr 
per  as  he  esteemed  it,  could  warrant  bi 
in  adopting. 

Lord  Temple  agreed  with  the  hon.  directi 
(Mr.  Thorntouj,  that  the  hon.  mover  hi 
displayed  considerable  manliness  in  the  pe 
severance  he  had  shewn  in  this  busines 
and  he  hoped  that  the  same  maoliue 
would  induce  him  to  retract  his  accus; 
tions  when  he  should  perceive  them  to  t 
ill  founded.  It  appeared  to  him  an  e.ttn 
ordinary  course,  that  the  house  should  t 
first  called  upun  toodopt  the  charge,  an 
then  to  vote  for  the  papers  upon  which  tit 
charge  should  be  founded,  From  this  en 
harrussmeut  he  felt  relieved  by  the  motio 
which  had  been  made  by  his  right  hoi 
friend  (Mr.  1'ox).  As  to  this  paper  whk 
was  called  a  charge,  bethought  it  was  pai 
ing  too  high  a  compliment  to  it,  to  ente: 
taiu  it  at  all.  Although  it  was  eompeiei 
lo  every  member,  to  bringa  charge  of  tli 
nature  against  whom  he  might  think  pn 
per,  yet,  there  was  something  in  the  niai 
ner  ul~  bringing  forward  the  preseuL  cbargi 
which  appeared  to  him    neither  fair  tn 
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..-.  pand  faeftg  '  I 
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■  «»,  that  he  sup| 
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<u  pies.s  (li«  house 
-_[u*ut,  but  be  hap 
■  Mm  feelin^H  oi  bu 
>e  to  sucb  decision, 
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*t     /.  //.  Bkivk  tiiimghi 

fMtlllg  the   charge   wit; 

M3  Io  adjourn  the  debate. 

L«  entertained,  uor  the  | 

i    UMd,  because   do  con 

.;  bti'ii  laid  for  such  a  \>r 

i  evidence  whatever  had  t 

He  llutugbt  that  auacMj;Hii< 

a  nature  should  not   be  coi 

tacll  grounds  against  Such  a 

itous  character,  who  had 
uown  of  this  country  fari 
other  individual  alive.  He 
to  nieet  the  motion  with  a  • 
This  would  not  preclude  i 
ile  should  not  say  wbethel 
that  enquiry  would  be  to  el 
:ulpate  the  noble  marquis. 

Mr.  Rope  desired  to  km 
vas  a  matter  of  course  U 
should  be  entered  on  the  j< 
present  motion  should  be  a| 

'L'heSpcaktr  replied  in  the 

Mr.  Hose  then  suggested 
thai  it  would  be  right  to  co; 

would  be  fair,  with  respi 
Wdlesley,  to  have  a  libel,  « 
deuce  adduced  in  support  o, 
ials  of  the  house,  whi«l 
if  they  were  to  give  c 
the  charge  by  adjourning  I 
bate  to  a  future  day, 

Mr.  R.  Thornton. 
that  the  paper  which  he  hi 
was,  like  the  statement  of 
charge,  copied  from  the  dt 

;re  in  the  India  bouse. 

Mr.  Garrom,  in  his  maWi 
he  felt  no  small  degree  of 
ituation  the  house  was  pW 
of  precedent,  lie 
proposal   of  adjourning 
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forward  the  present  charge,  he  should  cod-. 
siderit  as  an  improper  practice,  if  a  gent«| 
should  be  permitted  to  come  down  to  the. 
House,  with  charges  of  the  severest  nature, 
and  after  stating  that  he  had  consulted  with 
nobody,  and  listened  to  no  advice,  to  read 
a$;part  of  bis  speech  a  charge  of  the  great 
length  of  the  present,  which  must  necessarily 
be  printed,  and  which  ought  produce  a  con- 
siderable impression  before  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  answer  it*  In  the  present  case  there 
was  not  a  man  in  the  house  who  could  point 
out  a  single  document  on  the  table  which 
con  Vained  one  syllable  of  evidence  in  support 
of  the  charge.  rje  knew  it  was  competent  to 
every  member  of  that  house  to  bring  for- 
ward charges  in  the  nature  of  impeachment, 
but,  as  the  right  hon.  secretary  of  state 
fyad  well  expressed  it,  whoever  brought 
forward  such  accusations,  did  it  at  his  pe- 
ril. The  accuser  certainly  did  come  for- 
ward at  considerable  peril,  and  at  the  risk 
of  his  own  character.  When  a  man  bad 
long  filled  oi>e  of  the  most  important  offices 
in  the6tate,  he  should  not  on  light  grounds 
be  made  the  aubject  of  a  motion  of  im- 
peachment: and  yet  the  present  charge 
was  not  only  brought  forward  without  evi- 
dence -to  support  it,  but  even  it  was  a  con- 
siderable time  before  a  member  could  be 
found  to  second  the  motion  ;  and  that 
yoember  had  expressly  declared  his  disap- 
probation of  the  manner  in  which  the 
charge  had  been  .brought  forward.  It  ap- 
peared to  him,  that,  in  seconding  the  mo- 
tion, the  hon.  baronet  (sir  VV.  Geary)  paid 
a  higher  compliment  to  his  charity  than  to 
his  discretion.  He  should  have  thought  it 
quite .  as  well,  if  that  charge,  which  came 
into  the  house  like  a  foundling,  and  which 
was  so  long  before  it  found  any  body  wil- 
ling to  adopt  it,  had  been  disowned  by 
?very  body,  and  had  been  left  with  its  real 
father,  without  the  benefit  of  finding  a  pa- 
rent by  adoption.  If  the  hon.  baronet  had 
not  adopted  it,  the  charge  might  have 
(died  for  the  present,  but  could  have  been 
brought  forward  again,  when  the  hon.  mo- 
ve*, had  found  out  documents  to  support  it; 
be  was  more  confirmed  in  his  opinion, 
when  be  recollected  what  had  fallen  from 
flft  ton.  director;  hut  if  the  hon.  gent. 
cfco6#  to  be  hasty,  to  consult  nobody,  and 
to  bring  forward  his  charge  without  evi- 
jtapcg,  it  would  be  no  hardship  to  require 
trim  to  be  better  prepared.  The  hon.  di- 
rector QMr.  Thornton)  had  stated,  that  if 
five  paper  had  been  granted  the  preceding 
jtigbt,  there  would  have  bten  some  evi- 
Vol.  VI. 


dence j  but  it  should  be  recollected,  that,, 
although  of  those  who  wished  for  the  pro* 
duction  of  that  paper,  no  two  agreed  in  the 
object  for  which  they  wished  it,  yet  al} 
had  'agreed  in  disclaiming  the  idea  of  its 
being  produced  as  evidence  on  this  charge. 
The  hon.  mover  had  excused  himself  from 
bringing  forward  the  charge  hastily  and 
prematurely.  [Mr.  Paull  rose  to  order,  but, 
being  asked  by  the  Speaker  to  state  what  he. 
complained  of  as  disorderly,  was  silent]. 
Mr,  G arrow  then  continued,  and  said,  that 
he  could  not  exactly  say,  as  the  hon.  gent, 
could,  that  he  was  not  in  the  habits  of  speaks 
mg,  yet  not  being  in  the  habits  of  speaking 
in  that  assembly,  he  was  afraid  he  might  be 
as  little  acquainted  as  he  was  with  the  points 
of  order.  He  had,  indeed,  not  intended  to 
speak  that  night,  and  had  made  a  sort  of 
league  and  covenant  with  himself  to  remain* 
silent.  As  to  the  paper  that  was  spoken  of, 
it  could  never  be  brought  as  a  document 
against  lord  Wellesley.  It  was  not  any  or- 
der or  instruction  to  him,  but  it  was  merer 
ly  a  written  opinion  given  by  the  gentle* 
men  sitting  in  Leadenhall^treet,  but  whict* 
opinion  never  reached  India.  An  ex  post 
facto  opinion  of  this  sort,  could  never  be 
brought  to  substantiate  a  criminal  charge 
against  the  noble  marquis.  It  might  appear 
extraordinary,  that,  .when  the  friends  and 
relations  of  the  noble  marquis  wished  for 
the  enquiry,  he,  who  bad  not  the  honour  of 
being  acquainted  with  him,  opposed  the 
adjournment.  It  was  for  the  sake  of  pre~ 
cedent  that  he  opposed  it;  it  was  because 
he-thought  the  house  should  not  suffer  the 
valuable  privilege  of  impeachment  to  be  in 
any  case,  or  even  for  a  short  time,  the  in? 
strument  of  calumny.  Besides  the  danger 
of  the  precedent,  he  considered  the  adV 
jouming  the  debate  would  take  up  the 
time  of  parliament  unnecessarily. 

Sir  /.  Wrottesley  was  inclined  to  support 
the  motion  for  adjourning  the  debate.  As 
to  the  hon.  mover,  although,  perhaps,  he 
had  not  shewn  sufficient  discretion,  he  had 
certainly  evinced  a  manliness  of  mind  in 
the  prosecution  of  this  business ;  whereas, 
there  was  another  body  of  men,  whose 
conduct  excited  no  other  sentiment  in  his 
mind  than  disgust.  The  cpurt  of  directors 
had  been  chosen  by  the  proprietors  in  a 
manner  somewhat  similar  to  that  in  which 
the  members  of  that  house  had  been  .rev 
turned  by  their  constituents.  How  had 
they  performed  their  duty  ?  An  hon,  direc- 
tor had  asserted,,  that  the  figures  were 
rightly  stated  by  the  hon.  mover,  and  agreed 
3K 
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with  him,  that  marquis  Wellesley  had  was- 
ted the  public  money,  and  violated  the  law. 
Why  then,  did  not  he,  or  some  of  his  bro- 
ther directors,  come  forward  to  impeach 
him  ?  Was  there  ever  such  a  dereliction  of 
public  duty?  Since  the  hon.  director  had 
made  that  speech,  he  thought  it  was  impos- 
sible to  drop  the  question.  It  must  be  ta- 
ken up  either  by  the  court  of  directors  or 
by  somebody  else. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  he  had  given  his  best 
attention  to  every  thing  that  had  been  said 
on  the  present  question,  and  was  ready  to 
admit,  that  the  house  was  involved  in  some 
embarrassment  by  the  course  of  proceeding 
that  had  been  pursued.  But  he  did  not 
think  the  difficulty  of  their  situation  so 
great  as  had  been  represented  ;  or  such, 
from  which,  with  due  attention,  they 
might  not  extricate  themselves.  He  could 
not,  therefore,  agree  with  his  learned  friend, 
who  had  that  night,  for  the  first  time,  de- 
livered his  sentiments  to  the  house,  and 
whom  be  hoped  often  to  hear  taking  his 
part  in  the  discussions  in  that  house,  as  to 
the  alarming  consequences  of  the  present 
proceeding.  His  learned  friend  had  appri- 
sed them  of  the  danger  he  apprehended, 
but  had  neglected  to  point  out  any  means 
by  which  that  danger  might  be  avoided : 
and  as  his  learned  friend  said,  that  he  had 
at  first  made  a  league  and  covenant  with 
himself  not  to  speak  upon  this  question,  he 
believed  it  would  have  been  quite  as  well 
if  he  had  kept  to  his  league  and  covenant. 
An  hon.  director  had  said,  that  the  paper 
moved  for  yesterday  would  have  supported 
the  allegations.  If  that  paper  could  not  be 
had,  the  documents  to  which  it  referred 
might  easily  be  had.  It  appeared  to  him  a 
very  extraordinary  circumstance  respecting 
this  paper,  that  being  dated  the  5th  of 
April  1  h0.5,  it  should  refer  to  the  transac- 
tions of  the  years  1801-2-3,  and  censure 
almost  every  part  of  lord  Wellesley's  con- 
duct in  the  administration  of  his  govern- 
ment. It  would  have  appeared,  that  what 
they  disapproved  of  so  violently,  they 
might  have  censured  sooner.  Whoever 
brought  forward  a  charge  of  this  nature, 
certainly  did  so  at  infinite  peril.  He  might 
even  in  some  cases  draw  upon  himself  the 
reprobation  of  the  house.  If  the  house 
were  to  consider  itself  in  the  nature  of  a 
grand  jury  upon  the  present  question,  he 
should  say,  arguing  from  analogy,  that 
it  would  be  an  extraordinary  thing  for  a 
grand  jury  to  find  the  bill  in  the  first  place, 
and  ask  for  the  evidence  afterwards.     And 
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yet  it  was  in  this  way,  that  1 
been  called  upon  to  act  in  i 
stance.  They  were  desired 
the  charge,  and  then  see  wt 
cument  conld  be  brought  fo 
port  of  it.  What  he  consider 
danger  was,  that  if  the  charg 
far  hastily  adopted,  as  to  be 
printed,  it  might  injure  thi 
the  noble  lord  materially,  be) 
bility  was  afforded  of  removj 
sion  that  such  publication  mi 
was  not  so  much  from  the 
journals,  that  he  thought  t 
likely  to  suffer,  because,  ir 
there  might  also  be  an  ent 
ship's  exculpation  from  tba 
in  the  mean  time,  a  great  d< 
might  be  done  by  the  charge 
and  published  through  the  n 
papers  and  other  ways.  [He 
informed  the  right  hon.  mec 
charge  must  be  entered  in  t 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  mi 
hon.  gent,  then  conclude 
mending  both  motions  to 
He  wished  that  his  right  he 
Fox)  would  withdraw  his  \ 
journing  the  debate,  and  1 
mover  would  also  withdra 
motion. 

Mr.  Grant  said,  he  felt  i 
offer  a  few  words  in  answer 
ronet  (sir  J.  Wrottesley),  ai 
hon .  gent,  opposite  (M  r.  Sheri 
censured  the  court  of  dire 
they  had  hot  come  forwar 
marquis  Wellesley.  He  he 
b&id,  to  this  point  on  a  f6n 
He  trusted  the  court  of  drr 
as  every  other  class  of  his  c 
jects,  had  a  right  to'  exerc 
judgment,  and  to  take  that 
duty  and  propriety  appear* 
point  out.  Those  of  the  j 
were  members  of  that  houi 
their  duty  individually  as  sue 
right  to  briug  the  India  co 
parliament.  That  company, 
cutive  body  the  directors,  1 
way  the  law  prescribed  to  tl 
their  opinion  on  the  measure 
lesley,  which  was,  by  stating  i 
in  the  draft  of  a  letter,  add 
Bengal  government,  and  sent 
of  commissioners  for  their' 
The  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.! 
mistaken  in  supposing  the  \ 
that  letter,  written  in  1805,  * 
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his  country.  It  was,  therefore,  with  su 
prise,  and  with  acute  sufferings,  th.it  1 
witnessed  the  hon.  mover  [Mr.  Paull),  p 
the  second  day  that  he  set  his  foot  in  thi 
house,  declare  his  intention  of  corning  fo 
ward  us  tbe  accuser  of  the  marquis  Welle: 
ley.  As  his  connection  with  that  nobl 
lord  had  been  the  pride  and  happiness  t 
his  lifeforthe  last+Oyears.thittltxUratio: 
gave  him  considerable  pa'm  in  tin;  first  in 
stance  ;  he,  however,  now,  alter  nearly  1; 
month*  had  been  spent  in  moving  for  pa 
pen,  and  speaking  of  the  noble  lord  as  i 
criminal,  was  glad  to  find  that  the  cliargi 
was  brought,  and  that  they  had  got  the  bon 
mover  in  a  tangible  shape.  As  the  righ 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Fox)  had  said,  a  verj 
heavy  responsibility  rested  ou  the  pertot 
who  brought  such  charges.  If  there  should 
turn  out  to  be  any  thing  in  the  conduct  oi 
his  noble  relation  which  would  justifv  the 
charges,  he  was  sure  that  right  hon.  gent, 
would  be  tiie  last  to  screen  him ;  but 
should  the  charge  turn  out,  as,  he  trusted  il 
would  do,  to  be  altogether  without  founda- 
tion, then  that  right  hon.  gent,  would  be 
the  lirst  to  reprobate  it.  He  bad  himself 
been  long  in  the  habit  of  admiring  the  in- 
genuity of  the  court  of  directors,  in  their 
candour  to  the  uoble  marquis.  One  hon. 
director,  who  confessed  that  it  was  his  opi- 
nion that  marquis  Wellesley  had  wasted 
the  public  money  and  violated  the  law, 
still  said  lie  did  not  wish  to  impeach  him. 
And  why  r  because  if  be  were  impeached  and 
acquitted,  his  character  would  be  freed 
from  the  imputation.  The  hon.  directors, 
however,  in  their  mercy,  seemed  to  thins 
that  it  was  the  better  way  to  stigmatise  his 
character.  Without  giving  him  the  chanca 
of  acquittal  or  explanation.  What  would 
be  said  if,  instead  of  marquis  Wellesley, 
it  should  be  said  of  the  meanest  sub- 
ject of  this  country,  that  the  only  reason 
for  not  bringing  him  to  his  trial  was  tbe 
fear  that  he  should  be  acquitteil  by  his 
peers  ?  Although  that  letter  was  notgraut- 
ed  the  preceding  day,  be  hoped  the  time 
would  come  when  it  would  be  laid  before 
tbe  house.  In  the  mean  time,  he  would  ob- 
serve, that  the  manner  it  had. get  into  cir- 
culation was  somewhat  remarkable.  He 
was  given  to  understand  that  four  clerks 
hud  been  employed  in  copying  out  this  pa- 
per at  Mr.  Budd's,  in  Pall-Mull.  The  hon. 


isure  ou  lord  Wellesley,  for  transac- 
which  passed  in  1K02.  That  object 
when  circumstances  should  be  ax- 
ed, would  appear  fully  justified;  but 
|  was  another  and  a  general  object  of  a 
lective  nature.  Tbe  court  of  direc- 
tbought  that  the  constitution,  appoint- 
f  law  for  British  India,  bad  been,  in 
f  respects,  violated  under  the  adminis- 
>a  of  lord  Wellesley,  and  they  deemed 
;cssary,  whenachangeof  the  govemor- 
ral  was  about  to  take  place,  to  assert  and 

I  the  true  principles  of  the  constitu- 
bo  that  uo  acts  by  which  it  had  been 

iged,  should  seem  to  have  the  sauc- 
of  tolerance  or  prescription.  This 
s  general  and  strong  reason  for  the 
iug  of  the  letter  which  they  had  written; 
in  this  view  they  hfild  the  measure  of 
ng  that  letter  to  be  their  iudispen- 
?  duty,  and  of  very  great  importance. 
k  did  not  follow,  that  because  they 
iproved  of  the  conduct  of  marquis 
Ictley,  or  of  any  other  governor,  that 
dure  they  must  come  forward  to  that 
•  with  an  impeachment.  If  this  was 
4 then*  course,  even  upon  every  occa- 
«l  grave  disapprobation,  they  might, 
|ip>,  occupy  the  attention  of  that 
pand  their  own,  in  a  way  incompati- 
ffili  the  due  transaction  of  the  many 
r  affairs  in  which  they  were  necessarily 
igvd.  This  was  not  the  way  for  the 
paiiv  usually  10  take,  and  gentlemen 
contended  for  it  did  not  know  enough 
ie  subject.  'The  court  iiad  other  means 
:dress  within  their  power;   they  might 

II  a  governor,  and  impeachment  was 
last  resort,  lie,  Uierelore,  deprecated 
s;  imputations  against  the  company,  or 
i  executive  body.  He  trusted  that  if 
r  conduct  were  fairly  examined,  they 
Id   be   lound  to  have  done  their  duly. 

*,  he  thought  il  would  be  proper  in  him, 
:casions  arose,  to  state  Ins  opinion.  He 
liuly  judged  enquiry  to  be  necessary, 
did  out,  under  all  the  circumstances  he 
before  staled,  deem  it  adviseable  to 
eed  to  impeachment. 
>.  WeUttUv  Pvle  rose  for  the  purpose 
(pressing  the  joy  he  felt  that  the  charge 
been  at  length  brought  forward  .  He 
ced  that  they  had  got  the  hull.  gent. 
.Paull)  in  a  tangible  shape,  after  10 
ttu  uf  shilling  and  icruiug.  He  had 
■  accustomed  always  tu  luok  up  to  his 
«  relation  as  a  man,  the  whole  of 
M  life  was  devoted  in  honour,  and  the 


tut  part  of  il  spent 


the  ser 


I   got  it 

printed  and  circulated  exclusively  among 
bis  own  friends.  The  India  directors 
shewed  their    ingenuity    in    calculation, 
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.  ".:  L:.o  :"ei»lings  that  he  en 

-   .     ....*  r  .■liiiive,  had  no  otln 

\..i,  \r-'\  and  fair  discuss 

:.-fii  'hi*.t  l.ad  been  brougl 

.  x-df  ;lad  to  think  that  the  t 

.'-lining,  and  evading  theqt 

.  _i-  .  at  in  trad.    Ho  thought  the 
.    >   "..*-  the  right  lion.  gent,  was 
.;-   .u  Lring  the  question  speed 
*!i- .        Mr.   Grant    explained, 
iat   could   make  great  allowan< 
••^vij'j  I  rtjijt.  in  the  situation  in  « 
\jiy\v.  |  He  should  avoid  persona 
."•'.'.:c:!, !  line    hinvjtlf   to    some  ol 
;«fi.:Lrs  so  I  charges  of  the  lion.  gent, 
accused  him  of  saying  on 
that  the  Court  of  Di recti 
nothing  of  the  treaty  respt 
a  short  time  before  their  p: 
April  180 j  was  written;  w 
gent,  quotes  a  letter  of  thei 
180J,  in  which  that  Trea 
recognized,  and  rather  fav< 
expressed  of  certain  arrang 
directly,  that !  ing  the  ceded  territories. 


•i-ii; 


,    ...n   ■■■  .l*  not 

.  :.♦.  .•-•?»:,  scries 

.  .    ..  u    -.17'  a.  the 

.     .    _.  :  Wbilcaley, 

..    :-":jt-:ed  him 

Tir.    And  vet 

.     .  wr.  Grant), 

^  ■.■?.  -•-  tune  of  voice 

.  .  vc . '  : "..  :i! c  which  fell 


*\ 


v.  .<■ 


.«.  » 


-\. 
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..-..v*?    si  Oude  was   not 
-  ^ .     -  vhtii  they  sent  this 

,. u«ever.  shew,  that  it 

■..;;.  -iiii  oven  approved  of 
.i.ti  ..r.::en  by  themselves 
.->;».   .  The  hon.  gent,  then 
... .  .'i  a  A?::er,  dated  Scptem- 
riii  wx  «vv.:t  of  directors,  and 
^ •>*:*.   IV.  sasiquet,    Robarts, 
*  i. .-.    H.  livrnton,  and  thirteen 
■,.  .::  .-.i;>  estor  it  was  stated,  "  that 
w    *.;•.•>«.  d   *;ch  $rcat  satisfaction 
,u-u.ii  .i  '.jc  arrangement  made  with 
ia^*>>.^ic!   of  Oude,  and  that  they 
..^v:  'a*  'Hid  tnat  the  revenues  of  the 
<.v.t.v  wvre  more  by  21  lacks  of 
%,^v-.b  i.-i!!   had    been  estimated  ; 
•vft-  w.i>  .i  itvsor.able  expectation  of  a 
.>  ^-   '!-';':\nenient;  aud  that  they 
v   ^  ;i%u-\td  of  the  suggestion  in  the 
...  .he  tewnue  should  not  be  cal- 
v    i-:  -..vie  than  5  years,  in  order  to 
;\c  anient  at  the  eudof  thatpe- 
."  ,•-.  ■:«.  v:M  words,  to  try  whether  he 
ivt  s^iuv.v  something  more  out  of 
r»-i»  iv'tici  also  expressed  the  gene- 
■■.vtv:i  with  which  the  court  of  di- 
.  l\m  ru\u\l  of  the  commercial  treaty 
( %iaitli$hed  with  the   nabob  vizier. 
v.ji   a  document  under   their  own 
it  I'ould  not  be  said  that  they  were 
■  %V-v::ivily  acquainted  with  the  business 
<  \\:Mv-.  which  two  years  afterwards  they 
I  <  ■  e  pi^ed  so  strongly  to  condem-     * * «\ 


A    'A*! 


Mr.  Grant  said,   which  h 
which  he  still  maintained 
court  of  directors  did  not  1 
late  in  the  year  1 804,  any  p 
negotiations  with   the  Nat 
1801,  which  ended  in  ths 
treatv  came  home  nakedlv. 
nation    or    comment ;    aft 
letters  upon  the  revenue  I 
districts  which  had  been 
treaty  came  home,  and  w 
the  usual  routine  of  busir 
answers  of  the  court  the 
quoted ;  but  all  this  time 
ignorant  of  the  means  by 
tricts  had  been  acquired, 
the    negociations   were   si 
delay,  by  lord  Wellesleyto 
mittee  ;  and  in  the  reces 
committee  they  were  loeke 
the  year   1804.     Then  an 
court  of  directors  were  alloi 
and  from  these  details  it  ah 
that  the  cession  of  the  di 
produced  from  the  Nabob 
cion,  by  absolute  compulsi 
of  directors  could  not  sat* 
held  to  be  flagrant  injustice 
it  their  duty  to  remonstrat 
this  is  done  in  the  letter  to 
gent,  alluded,  Written  earl] 
hon.  gent.,  continued  Mr*i 
cerning  this  letter,  that  it  ' 
rin.o  when  the  director*  M 
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■t  could  not   reach  marquis  Wellesley  in 
liiil;::,  and,  therefore,  *he»  he  could  have 
no   opportunity  of  answering   it.     But  it 
Has  been  already  explained,  that  there  is  a 
continued  chain  of  correspondence  between 
toe  company    and    the    governments    in 
India:    this  chain  is   not  broken  upon  the 
removal  of  a  governor.     The  sentiments 
6t  the  court  of  directors  must  still  be  trans- 
mitted  upon    all    important    events  that 
pass    there   to    the    last    moment   of  any 
governor's  re  si  deuce— sentiments  however 
which    it  may  be    impofsihle  for  him  to 
fcsru   during   his   stay     in    India.      Nay, 
o  letters  written  by  the  Bengal 
>v«Yuinent  in  lord  Wellesley's  time,  have 
;  out  since  his    arrival  in    England 
oidable  in  the  course  of  busi- 
,  and  has  proceeded  from  no  fear  o: 
rting  the  discussions  of  lord  Wellesley 
b  any  subject.     The  hon.  gent,  has  fur- 
P   accused   the   court   of   Directors,   ol 
rug-  written  a  letter  in    1S02  to  lord 
rllesley,  desiring  him  to  continue  in  the 
wrnment  of  India,  and  then  of  bringing 
" J )5,  censures  for  acts  done  be- 
e  ZS02.     Il  is  sufficient  to  say  to  an  ac 
Mtiou    otherwise   so    little  conclusive 
j  the  influence  of  lord  Wellesley' 
bl  friends  in  this  country,  the  court 
induced  in  1SQ2  to  ask  hii 
tinue  one  year  lunger  in   the  government, 
b  order  tu    tarry  on  a  plan   of  retrench- 
ments in  expenditure  which  he  was  under- 
stood  to   have  begun,   and  soon  alter   the 
arrival  of  that  letter   in  India,   instead  of 
pursuing   that   plan   ot  retrenchments,   he 
htunched  out   into   those   measures   of  fo- 


reign policy  i 
unfavourable  effec 
i&itt.  Mr.  Grai 
the  directors  we 
mined  to  roaintaii 


rhich  have  had  such 
upon  the  company's 
concluded  by  saying, 
prepared  and  deter- 
all    they  had  advanced 


t  marquis  Wi  lli-ky,  and  were  confi- 
dant they  should  be  able  to  substantiate 
•verv  part  at  it. 

Mr.  Perceval  had  r.o  doubt  that  it  was 
Ae  wish  of  the  house  as  well  as  of  the  re- 
lations of  marquis  Wellesley,  that  the 
(curse  they  might  lake  should  not  preclude 
•vestigatiun,  hut  ;it  the  same  time,  he  was 
«f  opinion  with  his  learned  friend  (Mr, 
row),  that  it  would  introduce  a  very 
'  'nt.  He  wished  to  hi 
losed   of,   but  there  i 


•  question  tin 

' 'r*  difficulty    in   extricating  the  I 

(be  present  embarrassment. 
f  for  this  purpose  was  lor  the 

7  Withdraw  his  charge,  if  that  1 


done,  consistently  with  parliament 

ms,  and  in  that  case  the  charge  Wo 

not  appear  on  the  journals  till   then'.. 

peared  some  sufiicieut  grounds  to  wart 

If  this  cotitd  not  be  done,  tile  en 

r  alternative  was    for  the  right  In 

secretary  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  » 

lo   negative   the  original   question,  wh. 

would  leave  the  subject  open  to  the  tu 

member,   at  any  period1  he  should  tin 

himself  prepared  with  sufficient  grout 

make  good    his  charges. 

Mr.  Secretary  Put  said,  he  wa^  note 

uately  attached  to  the  mode  he  had  r 

iminended,  but  it  yet  appeared  to  him 

obviate  all  the  difficulties  in  the  case. 

was  very  singular,  that  the  hon.  gent,  h 

moved  for  volumes  of  papers,  referring 

charges  he  had  not  made,  and  yet  had  n 

to  produce  a  single  authenticated  instr 

meut  applicable  to  his  present  motion. 

.Mr.  Paull  was  surprised  at  the  extrac 
dinary  language  of  an  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  \ 
Pole),  who  had  expressed  so  much  pie 
sure,  that  he  {Mr.  P.)  had  now  appeari 
in  a  tangible  form.  How  he  was  to  I 
disposed  of,  now  he  had  been  discover 
in  this  tangible  shape,  had  not  been  e 
plained.  It  was  represented  that  he  u 
moved  for  papers  with  the'desigu,  not 
ipport  a  valid  charge,  but  to  fish  out  ra 
rials  to  constitute  such  an  accusutio 
and  he  was  to  be  considered  culpable  I 
not  substantiating  hia  allegations  by  d 
union ts,  when  he  had  moved  for  papers 
arly  as  June  in  the  last  year,  DOneol  "hi 
rere  now  produced  on  the  table  of  1 
louse.  He  did  not  come  now  to  supp< 
lIic  charge,  he  designed  merely  to  prew 
the  general  charge,  and  lo  move  for  t 
vouchers  by  which  it  would  be  Justine 
and  he  was  not  convinced,  that  this  mo 
of  proceeding  was  either  inefficient  or  ir: 
gular.  His  sentiments  on  the  miscoudi 
of  the  noble  marquis,  were  neither  new  1 
peculiar.  A  noble  lord,  of  the  highest 
putation,  entertained  the  same  opinioi 
many  otliers  of  sound  discretion,  saw  m 
tersin  the  same  light;  and  3<J,  out  of : 
of  the. East-India  directors,  had  sanelior 
his  thoughts  on  the  subject.  Tlie  rij 
hon.  secretary  of  stale  himself  had- beer, 
least  nearly  of  the  same  opinion,  as  he  r 
approved  in  the  most  unqualified  man: 
or  a  speech  of  an  lion,  member  below  h 
(Mr.  Trancis)  in  ISOS,  which  represen 
the  conduct  of  lord  Wellesley  in  trie  sa 
light  that  he  had  done.  Another  tfj 
hon.   gem.  also  oii  tlie  bench    belo*  1 


1 

« 

fc*  apparent,  hAvu  1* 

-jnl  censure.    First, 

lis  p/  a  letter 
iptfUm'ut  the  I'Uin.n. 

*■ 

tbr    bun.  member  has 
I  declare  upon  my  hou 

; 

"tiny  knowledge  and  r 
beard  of  tbpM   paragra 
any  letter  having  been  ii 

that  could  be  construe' 
of  the  propriety  of  our  ] 

■. 

of  the   territory  and  rir 

- 

and   I  am   persuaded   t 
who  signed  the  letter 
riigraphs  form  a  pun, 
rCRjcUnj  them,   have  sij 

■■■)■.. 

known   by   what  mearn 

.    ..,■ 
■  .  ; 

revenue  had  been  obta 
already  had  occasion  to 

the  court  of  directors 
quainled  with  the  Oud 
two  years  after;  and  upi 

. 

acquainted  with  them,  1 

::.      In  that 

CNpressiug  their  disappQ 

■:,  which  I 

Now,  sir,  with  regard  W 

■:  whtrb  I  am 

posed  letter,  which  hw 

■  v  aa  done 

luded  to,  and  for  the  p 

i-vtr  saw  the 

the  hon.  gent,  hag  seal 

.1  «,-<i  hia  voice, 

directors  as  having  sh« 

c  1  saw  him. 

licularly  desirous,  1  beg 

drntoud   mj 

gent,  or  to  inform  him 

\!r.  Fox),  I 

at  the  debate  hereyest 

1  Lan  assure 

nieiit  went  only  to  the  pi 

':.  re  was  no 

of  that  letter  as  relates) 

Wellesley,  or 

the  Nububs  of  Oude  mi 

'jirhed  fur  the 

cause  of  the  subjects  di 

ii.  friend,  who 

those  only  bad  been  to  1 

'[,  and  read  it 

fore  the  house,  and  the  j 
thought  those  parts  of 
be  laid  before  the  hou  1 

i    word  in  it  to 

certainly  detain 

the  house  had  orderei 

-■■>  oiids  Irani  the 

or   discussion,   the  prt 

ci    n  e  in   hearing 

document  which  expre 

Mr.  Sheridan). 

natures  of  the  commit 

'i. ;:,  colleague  (Mr. 

directors,  tlie  approbat 

unnecessary  lor 
nee  uiihe  Court 

actions  entertained  ijj  t 

rnissjoners;  which  doc 

.,l  ita  warm  strictures  of 

made  its   own  irnprei 

1  a 

.  ,..vit  (Mr.  IV.  IMe).     I 

there  seemed   ■ 

■    ■  . 
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led  of  the  same  transactions  by  the 
rt  of  directors-  But,  air,  respecting  tin: 
>le  of  [hat  letter,  after  what  has  been 
I  of  it,  I  desire  to  acknowledge  my  full 
re  of  any  censure  that  may  tie  thougtil 
:  to  it.  The  ability  with  which  it  is 
tten,  is  far  beyond  any  to  which  I  have 

least  pretention,  but  I  approved  of 
ry  part  of  it,  and  never  gave  my  assent 
my  measure,  or  put  my  name  to  anj 
\ei  with  a  more  perfect  consciousne:; 
loing  what  was  right,  and  what  my  duty 
uired  of  inc.  That  it  will  in-  answered. 
1  most  ably  answered,  i  have  no  doubt 
I  if  the  answer  shall  disprove  or  dc 
ty  (.!■■  (acts,  or  any  of  ihem,  which  it 
m,  or  convince  me,  that  mv  vi 
m  has  been  erroneous,  and  the  a 
nded  upon  it  unjust,  I  shall  be 
dy  and  happy  to  acknowledge  it. 

1  believe  there  are  facts,  stubborn  and 
icting  facts,  stated  in  that  letter,  which 
chilli-lice  can  disprove,  I  have  been 
all  times  ready  to  acknowledge  tin 
at  merit,  and  splendid  services  which 
ttiiguished  the  early  part  of  the  marquis 
slleslev's  career  in  India,  and  I  felt  pro- 
lionate  regret  at  seeing  the  lustre  of 
as  sen-ices  obscured  by  the  system  he 
*w«rds  pursued.  Respecting  the  pro- 
ure  before  the  house,  iind  the  dilemma 
■vbich  we  art:  plated,  i  always  thought 
t  the  most  proper  course  for  the  lion, 
t.  to  pursue,  would  have  been  first  to 
ce  his  documents  on  the  table,  autl  then 
move  Ibr  their  being  referred  to  a  corn- 
tee   for   investigation ;    and,   1   should 

hope,  that  we  may  tread  back  the  steps 
m  this  evening,  and  the  dilemma  be  got 
ol  in  the  iiiuil''  proposed  bv  the  learned 
t.  below  (Mr.  Perceval) ,— There  is  one 
nt  in  the  hon.  geut.'s  speech  (Sir.  W. 
e),  which  1  think  must  have  arisen  from 
niiiLoncirptioij,  lie  laid  considerable. 
ss  on  my  hon.  friend  near  me  (Mr.  R, 
irulou)    having  stated    that    the   letter 

been  approved  hy  CO  out  of  30  direc- 
,  as  tf  ray  hon.  friend  had  included, 
hrectors,  those  gentlemen  who  were  out 
rotation  :  hut  this  is  easily  cleared  up, 
merely  slating  the  fact  that  the  letter 
approved  in  court,  and  sent  tip  to  the 
rd  of  commissioners  in  the  beginning  of 
i],  and  after  the  annual  election  was  laid 
>re  the  court  of  directors,  again  mid 
in  approved,  so  that  29  out  of  00  di- 
ors  had  given  it  their  approbation. 
lr.  Sheridan  said,  he  was  not  disposed 
e tract  a  tingle  syllable  of  what  b*  had 


asserted  on  India  affairs.  II 
tions  had  been  solely  directed  I 
nalie,  and  he  had  not  even  liici 
name  of  marquis  Wellesley  in 
of  them.  His  charge  was  not 
foreign  resident  ;  it  was  against 
of  control,  against  the  governm 
dras,  but,  above  all,  against  the 
of  the  court  of  directors,  who  t 
him  to  he  the  principal  deliuqui 
said  the  right  hon.  gent.,  I  have 
upon  in  away  I  do  not  appr 
were  inconsistent  in  my  contluc 
led  upon  by  an  hon.  gent.  ift. 
frum  whom  I  should  not  have  i 
it  would  seem  as  if  his  intend, 
promote  differences  among  ih 
a)  administration  at  a  time  whe, 
dial  union  and  hearty  co-oper 
necessary  to  the  welfare,  if  not 
ration  of  the  country.  Howe 
rent  the  hon.  gent,  may  appea 
speak  truly,  the  hon.  gent,  wi 
to  sustain  on  his  own  shoulders 
weight  of  tbe  concerns  of  India 
vourable  pliant  moment  had  beei 
to  persuade  him,  he  would  (lav 
to  Bengal  in  a  high  responsibl 
do  not  mean  to  say,  that  the 
has  acted  from  pique  or  disap| 
all  his  motives,  I  presume,  c 
public  spirit,  mingled,  perhaps, 
tie    apprehension    for    my    par 

to  be  the  protector  of  my  own 
and  of  my  own  honour, 

Mr.  Francis — 1  am  so  well 
see  my  right  hon.  friend  once  ir. 
place,  that  it  would  be  very  d 
him  to  say  any  thing  to  me  or  o 

facts,  to  which  he  alludes,  have  I 
misrepresented  to  him.  The  oi 
justify  the  resentment  is  to  ove 
offence.  The  terms  in  which  1  sj 
absence,  were  good-humoured  a 
mentary.  No  man  repines  rnuc 
which  he  dues  not  feel  to  be  i 
iiespect  and  value  are  usually 
in  regret.  But  my  right  hon.  fru 
taken  about  the  fact.  I  never  i 
the  transactions  in  the  Carnatic 

tiered  a  word  of  provocation 
nuke  good  his  charge  against  lo 
ley.  You,  sir,  and  the  whole  1 
witness,  that  the  supp* 
of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  in  which 
lesley  has  no  concern,  was  the 

hicti  1  called  for  bis  assistance, 
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of  my  hon.  friend,  the  representative  of 
Norwich.  With  respect  to  the  government 
of  Bengal,  and  to  my  disappointment,  and 
all  the  anecdotes  he  alludes  to,  and  bis  own 
meritorious  conduct,  it  is  quite  enough  for 
me  to  say  that  he  is  mistaken  in  his  premi- 
ses ;  and  that,  as  iu  fact  I  have  expressed  no 
resentment,  he  has  no  right  to  assert  that  I 
am  influenced  by  disappointment.  On  the 
principle  of  his  own  insinuation,  if  the 
fact  fails  him,  I  am  entitled  to  the  opposite 
conclusion. 

Sir  T.  Metcalfe  trusted  the  house  would 
give  him  some  credit  for  his  silence  in  the 
discussions  on  the  rejected  draught  of  a 
letter,  particularly  as  he  had  so  repeatedly 
been  pointed  at  for  having  differed  in  opi- 
nion with  the  majority  of  his  friends  in  the 
direction.  The  paper  in  question  was  laid 
before  the  court  early  in  April  1805,  and 
contained  every  act  of  lord  Wellesley's 
government  that  could  make  against  him, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  writer  of  the  letter, 
from  the  year  1798.  He  stated,  that  the 
house  should  understand  the  established 
rule  for  carrying  on  the  correspondence 
between  the  executive  part'of  the  company 
tnd  the  governments  in  India,  is  by  an* 
s  we  ring  every  letter,  in  the  order  of  its  ar- 
rival, paragraph  by  paragraph ;  and  of 
course  the  former  transactions  of  the  Ben- 
gal government  must  have  been  decided  on,' 
by  approval  or  censure,  many  years  before 
the  letter  in  question  was  produced  :  and 
as  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  hon.  mem- 
ber opposite  (Mr.  Grant)  had  undertaken 
an  unprecedented  task,  in  raking  from  the 
records  every  thing  that  could  make  against 
the  government,  without  taking  notice  of 


any  one  meritorious  act,  he  felt  it  his  duty   give,  he  must  be 


to  object  at  the  Iudia-house  to  the  direc- 
tors* entering  into  any  contention  with  the 
commissioners  on  the  alterations  they  had 
made,  because  it  appeared  to  him  they  ne- 
yer  had  stronger  grounds  to  stand  on  than 
in  that  instance :  for  in  addition  to  the  le- 
gal authority  they  possessed  in  altering  a 
political  dispatch,  they  had  the  argument 
ki  their  favour,  that  no  such  procedure  had 
been  adopted  upon  the  departure  of  any 
former  governor-general.  And  what  ap- 
peared at  the  same  time  extraordinary, 
they  were  suffered  to  make  an  alteration  in. 
a  letter  purely  commercial,  which  by  law 
they  had  no  authority  to  do.  The  hon. 
baronet  (sir  J.  Wrottesley)  was  under  a 
•mistake  in  supposing  that  wbat  fell  in  the 
debates  from  individual  directors  was  to 
be  considered  as  the  opinion  of  the  body 
at  large.     The  India  Co.  was  not  repre- 


sented in  that  house 
his  own  sentiments 
liament.  The  hon. 
lealey,  who  had  pla< 
traordinary  a  dilem 
exhibiting  a  charge 
vernor-general,  ha< 
extraordinary  char, 
Co.,  by  accusing  i 
act  of  parliament,  ' 
the  fact  than  the 
dinary  assertion,  tfa 
indebted  to  the  pu 
millions.  Whereas, 
pany  being  in  deb 
public  are  consider 
company  for  advai 
by  order  -  of  his  i 
Sir  T.  M.  could  not 
the  hon.  gent,  took 
with  the  name  of 
who  could  not  in  tl 
have  any  knowled 
beyond  having  pern 
and  the  return  he  n< 
gation  was  to  join  t 
he  had  brought  forv 
marquis.  With  res] 
sir  T.  M.  declared, 
nor  expected  to  re 
vour  at  his  hands, 
amined  every  act  o 
vernment,  and  cou 
that  having  in  that  i 
great  taleuts  as  a  st 
ded  zeal  for  the  ink 
he  felt  it  his  parax 
feeble  support  'to  i 
ter.     W.itb  regard 


feeling  of  the  house 
in  affording  any  co 
peared  to  him  a  it 
ported  by  any  kind 

Mr.  Grant  said, 
had  no  right  to  giw 
letter  in .  question, 
sixths  of  it  had  been 
of  the  India  house  I 
possessed ;  neither 
warranted  in  sayii 
eight  of  the  directoi 
themselves  about  < 
whole  court  (the  1 
were  much  interest 
even  called  for  a  sti 

Mr.  H.  Adding 
most  regular  course 
gent,  to  move  that 
present  withdrawn 
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some  further  information  before  the  house 
upon  tltc  subject,  ii  might  be  competent  to 
him,  w  any  other  hon.  member,  to  move 
the  further  ron-ideralion  of  the  question  on 
tome  day  subsequent  to  the  production  of 
these  document  a. 

Mr.  P.iuli  laid,  this  was  the  very  mode 
which  he  intended  to  have  pursued,  in 
consequence  of  what  he  had  heard  in  the 
course  of  that  night's  debute.— The  moti- 
ons were  then  ordered  to  be  withdrawn. 
After  which,  Mr,  Sheridan  gave  notice, 
that  lie  would  move  the  house  to  rescind 
the  order  for  printing  the  first  charge. 

Mr.  PW/theu  moved  for  the  production 
af  certain  accounts,  with  a  view  to  shew 
ibe  comparative  amount  of  the  public  ex- 
penditure in  India  during  the  administra- 
tion? of  Mr.  Hastings,  lord  Cornwallis,  sir 
J.  Shore,  and  marquis  Wellesley.— The 
motions  were  carried  unanimously,  and 
the  house  adjourned. 

house  or  LORDS. 
IVednenduy  April  23. 
[Kibg'sMkssabk  rblatikb  toPrus- 
4.]  Lord  Granville  moved  the.  order  of 
day  for  taking  into  consideration  hie 
aty's  most  gracious  message.  The  mes- 
beifu;  accordingly  read,  his  lordship 
and  observed,  that  after  the  message 
bich  their  lordships  had  heard,  it  would 
tot  be  necessary  lor  him  to  take  up  much 
of  the  time  of  the  house.  He  was  persuaded 
that  there  could  he  hut  one  sentiment 
among  their  lordships  respecting  his  ina- 
jtny's  message;  he  was  convinced  there 
could  be  but  one  feeling  in  the  country, 
sstothe  line  of  conduct  which  it  was  ne- 
(fcssary  to  adopt;  and  he  believed  that 
there  could  he  but  one  opinion  throughout 
Europe  respecting  the  conduct  of  1'russia. 
Had  there  existed  no  connection  between 
that  power  and  G.  Britain,  if  his  Prussian 
majesly  had  not  been  bound  by  ties  of  al- 
liances, of  blood,  of  friendship!  and  of 
gratitude,  at  ill  one  might  have  supposed 
Ihathis  true  policy,  a  sense  of  his  real  in- 
terest, would  have  induced  him  to  pursue 
i course  different  from  that  which  occaai- 
ensd  the  message  which  had  been  just 
•tad.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  enter 
dseply  at  present  into  the  particulars  of 
the  conduct  of  the  Prussian  government; 
it  would  be  necessary,  however,  to  make 
sone  reference  to  them.  The  court  had 
been  engaged  io  confidential  intercourse 
■ith  England  previous  to  the  battle  of 
Atlsterliu;  and  if  any  reliance  could  be 
Vol  VI.  , 


placed  upon  assurances ;  if  any  faith  c« 
he  reposed  upoo  treaties  ;  we  had  a  r 
to  expect  that  she  would  bt  found,  not  tii 
nig  on  the  side  of  the  enemy,  but  suit 
iug  the  common  cause  of  Europe  sga 
France.  On  the  contrary,  she  acted  ae 
notwithstanding  those  assurances  and  it, 
treaties,  ahe  had  been  leagued  with  Fra 
from  the  beginning.  This  was  un 
lested  in  various  instances.  Her  first  u] 
act  was  lo  occupy  Hanover,  under  prete 
of  covering  the  retreat  of  the  British  i 
allied  army,  ami  of  securing  hur  o 
frontier  against  the  danger  which  mi 
result  from  the  establishment  of  a  Ff«l 
force  in  the  electorate  of  Hanovrr.  T 
this  occupation  was  a  flagrant  outrage  i 
v  io  latum  ot  justice,  no  one  could  de 
and  us  such,  his  majesty  could  not  but  f 
it  deeply.  The  insult  and  injury  houev 
ftfsctuig  him  more  in  his  private  than 
his  public  capacity,  he  determined  to  i 
ply  to  remonstrance  and  negotiation,  rati 
than  to  measures  of  a  more  serious  char: 
ter.  What  was  the  conduct  of  Pruesr 
Their  lordships  would  scarcely  believe 
if  the  facts  were  not  notorious  to  all  r 
rope.  Before  time  could  be  given  fur 
first  temperate  representation,  before  i 
explanation  was  offered  or  received,  ■ 
took  forcible  possession  of  his  majesl 
electoral  dominions.  The  country  wh 
she  occupied  a  few  days  before,  for 
purpose  uf  protecting  and  nrwrpMg  kgftj 
the  arms  of  France,  within  one  Ibrtni] 
after,  she  appropriated  to  herself,  as  a  c 
sion  and  a  conquest  made  by  France.  T 
was  the  second  step  in  the  gradation 
the  injuries  offered  to  his  majesty.  Th 
was,  however,  a  ihird  step  more  gene 
and  more  injurious  in  its  object  and  con 
quences.  Mis  Prussian  majesty  caused 
to  be  notified  to  the  British  minister 
Berlin,  in.-!,  in  obedience  to  a  requisit 
from  France,  he  must  proceed  to  excli 
the  shipping  of  England  not  only  fn 
Prussia,  but  from  the  ports  of  all 
countries  within  the  reach  of  her  contn 
or  influence.  It  was  in  this  situation 
now  stood.  His  majesty  could  not  but  f 
deep  and  luting  regret  that  the  acts 
Prussia,  over  which  he  had  no  contrc 
idiould  involve  in  the  calamities  of  war  i 
only  the  subjects  of  Prussia,  but  those 
other  countries.  Whether  auy  allernat 
remained  to  his  majesty,  it  would  be 
their  lordships  to  determine  ;  to  his  roi 
there  was  none.  He  could  nut  perce 
what  other  measures  than  those  which  I 
3  1. 
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been  resorted  to,  could  be  taken  against 
a  country   which  was  found,  either  from 
choice  or  necessity,  to  yield  to  every  re- 
quisition of  the  enemy.     Such  boundless 
acquiescence  did  not  become  any  country, 
and  much  less  a  great  country  like  Prussia. 
It  was  obvious,  that,  in  point  of  honour 
and  reputation,  she  could  gain  nothing  by 
it  ;    it  remained    to    be  proved   whether, 
even  in  the  inferior  consideration  of  inte- 
rest, she  would  find  herself  the  better  by 
it.  He  purposely   abstained  from  making 
use  of  strong  terms  in  speaking  of  the  con- 
duct of  Prussia.  If  it  could  be  the  object  of 
any  one  to  irritate,  to  inflame  the  passions, 
to  make  it  more  difficult  to  renew  hereaf- 
ter the  connection  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, how  easy  would  it  be  for  him  to  re- 
present the  conduct  of  Prussia  in  a  much 
stronger  light  ?  One  observation  more  re- 
mained for  him  to  make,  which  related  to 
the  interest  of  Prussia  herself.     This  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  the  kind  of  reasoning 
by   which  she  endeavoured  to  reconcile 
berself  to  the   strange  line  of  policy  she 
had  thought  proper  to  pursue :  "  I  have  no 
hostility  against  you  ;  France  insists  upon 
my  ceding  to  her  a  part  of  my  dominions  : 
I  must  indemnify  myself  somewhere  ;  you 
are  my  weaker  neighbour,  and  I  will  wrest 
my  indemnity   from  you."    What  could 
there  be  more  monstrous,  more  unjust, 
more  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  law 
of  nations,  than  such  a  proposition  ?  He 
would   allow  that  cases  might  occur,  in 
which  a  country  might  be  obliged  to  cede 
part  of  her  territories  ;  but  though  her  in- 
terests were  affected,  still  her  honour  might 
be  preserved.    There  was  no  disgrace  in 
being  the  victim  of  such  a  necessity.  It  was 
not  dishonourable  to  be  obliged  to  bend  to 
circumstances  after  an  appeal  to   arms ; 
the  dishonour  was  in  not  contending  against 
such  an  event,  in  yielding  without  an  effort 
pr  a  struggle.  The  ground  upon  which  he 
would   move  the  address  to  his  majesty, 
which  he  held  in   his  hand,  were   these. 
First,  the  necessity  of  evincing  that  a  con- 
nection did  and   ought  to   exist  between 
England  and   Germany,  and  that  we  felt 
deeply  for  ber  interests.  He  was  also  anx- 
ious to  convince  Prussia,   that  there  was 
not  a  power  in  Europe  who  would  exclude 
British  ships  from  her  ports  with  impunity ; 
and  above  all,  he  wished  to  mark  our  ab- 
horrence of  that  abominable  principle  of 
pne  power  indemnifying  itself  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  its  weaker  neighbour.    He  would 
acknowledge  also,   he  had  another  power 


ful  motive  for  prop* 
which  be  anticipate* 
rence,  not  only  of  e1 
heard  bim,  but  of  evi 
try.  He  was  anxiou 
jesty  that  they  felt 
themselves,  and  tha 
his  dominions,  in  th 
they  were  not  willinj 
tain  him.  In  this  lo) 
meut  he  was  persu 
beard  him  would  agr 
no  longer  upon  thei 
move  that  the  follow 
sen  ted  to  his  majest) 
cious  message.  His  1 
address,  which  was  a 
The  address  having  I 
lord  Chancellor, 

Lord  Hatvkfsbury 
of  expressing  his  e 
approbation  of  the 
the  noble  lord.  Afte 
rate,  and  the  digni 
the  particulars  of  t 
were  laid  before  the 
sider  himself  as  guilt 
lordship's  patience, 
vour  to  trace  the  cir 
led  to  the  last  uufori 
court  of  Berlin.  He 
ever,  to  his  majesty 
press  his  entire  app 
bad  done.  The  elec 
majesty  were  invad< 
account  of  a  Germ 
count  of  her  hatred  i 
were  attacked  in  vie 
ties,  which  stipulate 
neutrality,  as  well  ai 
towns.  Prussia  hers» 
she  accepted  Hano 
France,  was  a  party 
Under  these  circum 
occupation  of  Hano 
as  a  violation  of  pos 
fraction  of  the  great 
Ik  law  of  Europe,  hi 
rence  to  the  address 
feel  the  folly  of  the 
ced,  he  was  confidei 
she  had  adopted  aga 
ping  of  G.  Britain,  - 
fold  force  upon  the 
tion  of  Prussia,  the 
weeks  would  demon 
vernment  would  to 
expected  conduct  < 
more    strongly  thai 
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vhich  bad  been  fortunately  established 
'ith  two  great  Northern  powers,  be  meant 
lussia  unil  Sweedcn.  To  the  firmness  and 
incerity  of  these  powers,  lie  was  persuaded 
e  might   look  wilb  confidence 


to  Pru 


'-1 


inteqjoue  to  lilt 


t  impossible  that 

:ould    feel  more 

=:y  word  of  the 

approbation. 


action,  as  more  than 
(election  of  Prussia. 

Lord  Alul«ravc  thought 
uty  of  their  lordships 
■irongly  than  he  did  evt 
tddress  ;  it  had  his  entii 
Uter  the  complete  vassalage  of  Prussia,  he 
rae  convinced,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
m  n.1  war  with  France,  without,  at  the 
*me  time,  being  en^iged  in  hostility  with 
ler.  The  measures  which  had  been  taken, 
ud  also  his  approbation  ;  they  were  mar- 
led with  energy  and  promptitude,  and 
»cre  such  as  became  u  great  anil  a  just  na- 
tion. He  doubted  not  the  readiness  of  a 
government  to  renew  the  customary  rela- 
ted* with  Prussia,  as  soon  as  she  should 
niiice  that  she  was  alive  to  her  own  bo- 
.  His  lordship  concluded 
rith  exjjressini!  his  concurrence  in  the  ad- 
,  and  of  the  measures  which  hud  been 
iopled  towards  Prussia,  from  which  he 
I*  reason  to  augur  well  of  the  future  con- 
t  of  government. — The  question  was 
jut  nud  carried  unit,  din. 


}i't4H£Stltt$,  April  23. 

[Minutes.]  A  new  writ  was  ordered 
to  Le  issued  lor  Wexford,  in  the  room  c 
W  Loltus,  culled  up  to  the  house  c 
lieers  as  marquis  of  Ely. — Mr.  Giles  re 
ported,  from  the  committee  of  impeach 
meut,  that  they  had  inspected  the  place  i; 
the  court  prBphted  &ir  the  accommodation 
uf  the  house,  and  found  that  there  won'  ' 
t*  suliiciL-nt  space  for  the  accommodati 
M'iOO  members,  besides  the  managers 
Uie impeach  merit,      lie 


the  same  precedents  he  observed  on 
trial  of  lord  Melville.  Ordered.— It ' 
also  ordered,  that  no  member  do  cri 
pass  through,  or  remain,  in  the  passage 
the  hall,  during  the  procession  to  and  fr 
the  trial :  Also,  that  a  note,  with  the  na 
of  the  right  lion.  C,  Bnthurst,  he  given 
the  Serjeant  at  arms,  and  that  be  do  on 
him  to  attend  at  said  trial. 

[Conduct  op  Earl  St.  Vincmc 
Mr.  Jrjt'ery  said  he  did  not  wish  to  advi 
to  the  long  procrastination  which  had  I 
ken  place,  by  menus  of  the  printing  of  r 
pers  that  had  been  moved  for,  in  order 

pel  the  charge  which  it  was  his  in  lentil 
to  bring  forward  agaiust  lord  St.  Viticer 
nor,  at  this  time,  to  say  a  word  more  < 
the  subject.  He  thought  it  necessary  th 
a  day  should  now  be  named  for  bringii 
forward  the  same,  and  he  was  desirous  i 
lis inti.  that  day,  as  nearly  as  possible,  ai 
cording  to  the  wish  of  tbe  house;  and  I 
he  would  not  desire  to  name  an  earlier  ds 
than  it  might  be  supposed  a  sufficient  tirr, 
would  he  given  for  printing  tbe  pnpers  a 
ready  moved  for,  therefore  he,  if  it  woul 
he  agreeable  to  the  house,  would  nam 
the  6th  of  May,  on  which  day  it  was  h 
dc termination  positively  to  bring  it  forwari 
Lord  Hmcick  was  as  anxious  to  atoi 
delay  in  this  business   as  any  man   in  tl 


No 


mid  fa 


Uhltl 


i.il  i 


:  That  the  u)ttt«gsn  .i<.  brat  ft  out 
If  the  house  before  ih«  other  members  ; 
that  after  the  Speaker  has  left  Ute  house, 
fee  members  lie  called  by  the  clerk,  ac- 
cording to  tlu-ir  counties:  That  no  mem- 
W  do  go  out  till  his  county  be  called: 
Tint  no  person  but  members  do  presume 
to  tit  in  the  places  appointed  lor  members 
i« Westminster  hall  :  That  the  Serjeant  do 
tateall  such  into  custody:  Fur  the  more  con- 


Mlt  passage 


j  the  hall,  that  the  ci 


tits  do  attend  E 
fend, — The  form  of  procedui 
ltdr.Sacfaeveriil  and  .Mr.  ilu 
entered  as    read,    Mr.  Gila 


■cles 


Or- 


signed  for  delay  on  his  part,  or  on  the  pa 
of  the  noble  lord's  friends  in  question,  bi 
the  necessary  time  that  might  be  require 
lor  the  production  of  Such  papers  i 
were  judged  necessary  for  the  defence  i 
the  noble  lord,  and  the  elucidation  < 
such  points  as  the  lion.  gent,  bed  alreac 
thought  proper  to  specify.  It  was  to  t 
wished  thatsucfa  papers  ehould  be  printe 
and  put  into  the  hands  of  members  Wo 
the  discussion  should  take  place.  Son 
of  those  papers  were  not  vet  produce 
idaconsidtriibletime  would  bflDeeesn 
for  their  printing.  If  there  should  be  su 
Sclent  lime  for  this  purpose,  before  the  di 
fixed  on  by  the  bon.  gent.,  he  certain 
ild  have  no  objection  that  the  matt 
should  he  finally  taken  up  on  that  da 
But  should  it  appeal  in  the  mean  lime  tl; 
all  the  documents  could  not  be  before  t 
house  previously  to  that  day,  he  thought 
only  reasonable  that  a  farther  dtihy  shoe 
take  place.  At  present  he  had  no  object;' 
to  the  day  nominated  by  the  lion,  gfrtt, 

[Ktso'a  Message  kblatim  to  Pitt 
sia.]  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  moved  the  ort 
of  the  day,  lor  taking  into  considerate 
hi*  majesty's   message,   relative  to  Prusj 
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j.i 


»:  i   i 


-I  ■ 


■>m  I  he  •  hair,  the  n-zht 

,     -..ill  -uuKe   ;is  ?i„i,..j,a*  : 

i  iiji  ^.-  .     . ,  M.a'i.  .1 1??  iiiM.'j^stbie  ihj.:  the 

;;i..wai,':   -l  *-aMi  ..ir*  iicaru  read,  can  !j.il  to 

aw..-.-  »  ■■■  -L:"'ji.^Lat  sMiisiitiuii  iii  every  tem- 

m 

•  .    .ii<;    .:-pMa.uuii  oi  mind  wh.«:ii  can  ex- 

-.    ..  ;....->  :;-ju=e.     In  ibe  rirst  place,  when 

! »  *i-  i'.  -..aixd  iLat  his  majesty  has  ab- 

.  , i  -.-nil   dj-pfcaimg  to  hia  BntUb  sub- 

■  .  l«.    i.  .-.i  i  «;i.ii  ••!  :he  violence  aud  injus- 
::•.-.  ,.....v...  ..a  J  ".--ten  -i«.i:e  :o.hxm  in  the  sci- 
*    .•  ^i  ::".".  ».:e«:t»ji:ii  dominions,  it  is  impos- 
,..--.f  ..oi.  .. »  !«:i.i  ^i-iitKiui   for  that  kindness 
ii.-i  :iiiiiinc>«  v. hi.  ii  hi-*  majesty  has  always 
mil  ,wi    o  ■*.!»*  ?L..;-jcts  ui  this  realm.  It  was 
Mill1,  ire  most  -xtrc-uie  reluctance  that  he 
.•.-.i'.u  cou»c ui  "o  involve  them  in  war  upon 
.ii:v  ^'oLiid  itut  was  not  immediately  and 
:  nv    v   connected   with  British  interests. 
\;;ti  ; sic  sc'iiiiment  of  gratitude  to  his  nia- 
v^\    so i  this  tender  consideration  of  his 
»iil>)t'ci«  of  this  kingdom,  the  next  feeling 
uinch  must  be  strongly  excited  by  the  mes^ 
s^e,  i»  a  feeling  of  just  indignation  at  the 
ci.iuiuct  of  the  court  of  Prussia.  I  hope  that 
every  member,  while  he  feels  this  just  in- 
dignation, will,  at  the  same  time  perceive 
tuc  propriety  of  uniting  the  most  vigorous 
mealies,  with  a  language  temperate  aud 
model  ate,  and  which  does  not  violate  that 
:e>pect  which  has  been  always  considered 
as  J::e  to  crowned  heads,  and  ought  not  in 
u:e  present  times  to  be  departed  from.   In- 
vieeO,  to  describe  justly  the  measures  which 
have  been  adopted  by  the  court  of  Prussia 
.!.;«;•"$!  this  country,  they  cannot  be  called 
i  e  measures  of  the  king  of  Prussia;  for 
\\'M  sovereign  is  known  to  be  of  a  mild  and 
pAt'ific  disposition.   The  measures  must  be 
v  ov.Milercd  such  as  his  Prussian  majesty  has 
lve:i  induced  to  adopt  from  the  pernicious 
*  oitiu-ils  of  the  enemies   of  this   country. 
Had  it  been  my  object  to  condemn,  in  the 
m loudest  terms,  the  decision  of  the  Prus- 
v.m  cabinet,  I  might  have  thought  it  neces- 
».n  v  t»>  lay  some  additional  papers  on  the 
irt!»K\  but  that  not  being  my  object,  I  have 
uvvedbutfor.  few.  More  would  have  been 
\;m;ccessary,  as  it  was  not  my  wish  to  give 
i ho  strongest  possible  colouring  to  the  ac- 
e  nation  that  the  message  contains.  In  or- 
der to  understand  those  proceedings  which 
have,  terminated   in  an  outrage,  unprece- 
dented in  the  history  of  the  worst  proceed- 
ing of  the  worst  times  of  Europe,  it  will 
W  ueoobsary  to  view  the  transaction  a  little 
earlier.  The  origin  of  this  proceeding  is  to 
\k  traced  to  the  convention  concluded  at 
Vienna,   on   the   15th  of  Dec,  between 
i\uiut  Haugwiti  aud  the  French  emperor  ; 


but  when  it  is  considered 
situation  of  Prussia,  at    tli 
sovereign     concluded     thi 
France,  it   must  be  recol 
means  of  negotiation    we! 
than  what  it  derived  from  i 
or  its  own  armies.     The  ar 
were   undoubtedly  notnerc 
able ;  but  was  it  on  them 
king  of  Prussia  relied,  wher 
ating  with  France?  Certai 
He  had  a  strong  additional 
gave  weight  to  his  negotia 
peror  of  llus&ia,  after  he  I 
litz,  gave   the  whole  direct 
si  an  troops,  that  remained 
the  command  of  the  king  c 
country,  too,  had  promised 
assistance  by    pecuuiary  s 
should   be  driven   to  a  wi 
These  were  the  means  he  po: 
weight  to  his  negotiations 
lie  apply  those  means  ?     \ 
p:irtofthe  territories  ofoi 
ers  which  had  been  suppor 
rank  and  situation  which 
conclude  his  treaty.     Afte 
signed,  a  considerable  difl 
in  the  execution  of  it ;  thi 
ceeded,  in  a  great  rneasun 
scruples  of  the  king  of  Pr 
ceived  that  it  would  be  vi 
vail  upon  his  Britannic  1 
such  a   treaty,  and   who, 
that  his  title  would  be  so 
the  acquisition  of  llano* 
circumstances,  a  poor  equi 
provinces  that  he  was  obi 
to  France.    He  felt,  beside 
principles  of  justice,  couM 
take  it  on  other  terms  tb 
France  herself  had  held  i 
fore,  at  first,  he  did.  not 
Hanover  absolutely,  but  wi 
restoring  it.  France,   in  1 
pressed  for  the  cession   t 
Bayreuth.  What  then  did  t 
sia  do  ?  Certaiuly  he  did' 
the  French  government  « 
negotiate  between  him  ail 
Majesty, that  he  should  bed 
Hanover ;  and  therefore  h 
ved  to  seize  it  without  theY 
majesty,   and  under  the 
equivalent  for  Anspach,  ■ 
those  provinces    which  ii 
France.  It  cannot  then  hi 
treaty,  and  the  proceeding) 
it,  were  altogether  the  efl 
what  was  the  necessity  tl 


i 


■ARL.  DEBATES,  A  pan  53,  1S06\— King's  Menage  relating  to  Prusiia.   [; 


n  majesty  was  placed  ?  Was  it 
the  necessity  of  ceding  Anspacb 
ayreuth  ?  This  might  have  been  a 
;rable  misfortune,  yet  it  was  one 
might  be  justified  by  necessity.  But 
t  of  necessity  claimed  by  the  king  of 
i,  is  different  ;  be  says,  "  Because 
lost  Anspach  and  Bavreuth,  1  tliere- 
:el  myself  under  the  necessity  of 
|  the  dominions  of  some  third  pow- 
ot  only  of  a  third  power,  but  of  one 
■orn  all  times,  and  by  every  circum- 
i  I  am  bound  to  respect."  This  is 
t  of  necessity  claimed  by  the  Prus- 
>art,  and  it  is  this  which  makes  the 
if  Prussia  much  worse  than  that  of 
ber  nation  in  Europe.  As  for  Spai: 
not  wish  to  revive  the  differences  of 
n  with  respect  lo  the  Spanish  war) 
aiu,  1  say,  would  comply  no  farther 
be  wishes  of  our  enemies,  than  by 
a  sum  of  money.  Holland,  and 
powers,  have  been,  fron 
t  to  make  cessions  of  territory  to 
B ;  but  no  other  power  has  been  com- 
,-fty  terror,  to  commit  robberies  o; 
lions  on  its  neighbours.  It  is  in  thi! 
W  case  of  Prussia  stands  distinguish- 
BJlbat  of  all  other  nations. 
•p  looking,  with  some  degree  of  pity 
IWempt,  on  a  power  that  can  allege 
:  is  reduced  to  such  a  necessity.  It 
be,  in  itself,  a  considerable  bi 
or  degradation  to  Prussia, 
d  to  give  up  those  provinces  to  which 
so  much  attached,  and  which  had 
silled,  '•  The  cradle  of  the  houi 
andenbur^h."  The  degradation  of 
ission  was  still  much  increased  by 
induct  ot  the  people  of  Anspach,  who 
tted  their  sovereign  not  to  abandon 
Instead  of  lessening  the  ignominy  of 
ssion,  it  was  a.  great  increase  of  riis- 
ir,  to  sell  a  brave  and  loyat  people  fur 
was  called  an  equivalent;  it  was  sn 
ofevery  thing  that  was  contemptible  in 
ty,  with  every  thing  that  was  odious 
acity, — On  the  26'th  of  Jan.,  an  offi- 
Iter  was  written  from  baron  Harden- 
to  Mr.  Jackson,  expressly  staling  it 
the  intention  ol  his  Prussian  majesty 
ee  possession  of  Hanover  only  until 
inclusion  ol"  pence,  between  England 
ranee.  In  the  answer  to  that  letter, 
■jesly  expresses  his  linn  reliance  on 

isbes  the  terms  lo  be  nur*  explicit. 
anguage  that  Prussia  held  at  that 
n  our  court,  was  the  same  she  Lhej 


held  to  Russia,  and  to  every  other  eo 

with  which  she  w:is  connected    by  the 

lalions  of  friendship.     Soon  alter  this,  i 

convention  with  France  appeared,  und  II 

Prussia  wished  to  represi 

aken  with  regard  to  Hat 

nanner  dictated  by  Franc 

they  would  have  it  supposed,  that  it  «, 

itlier  an  object  of  French  than  at  Pn 

an   ambition,  that  they  should  he  pi 

sessed  of  Hanover.    At  first,  they  ende 

voured   to  represent  to  the  government 

this  country,  that  it  was  more  for  our: 

teresl  that  Hanover  should  be  occupied  1 

than  by  French  troops  ;  and  thi 


argui 


'If* 


ports  may  be  still  open  to  your  commerc 
or  at  least  your  manufactures  may  have 
passage  through  our  territory."  This  ho] 
was,  however,  now  entirely  cut  off,  ai 
M.  de  Schulen burgh,  in  his  manifest 
professes  to  take  the  country  as  a  presei 
from  France,  which  she  had  won  and  he, 
by  the  right  of  conquest.  No  ex  amp 
could  be  found  in  all  the  histories  of  wa 
and  no  mention  had  ever  been  made  by  tl 
writers  on  the  law  of  nations,  of  any  pow< 
having  a  right  to  receive  as  a  present, 
country  occupied  during  a  war  by  one  i 
the  belligerent  powers,  but  not  ceded  I 
the  other. — The  house  must  therefore  »» 
to  what  extremity  we  are  now  reduced, 
would  be  idle  to  say  that  a  war  with  Pru 
sia  would  not  be  a  calamity.  It  is  impo 
sible  but  that  it  must  be  a  calamity  to  th 
country,  to  have  the  number  of  its  enemi> 
increased.  It  is  also  a  painful  consider! 
lion  to  think  that  there  is  no  mode  of  n 
turning  this  calamity  on  the  aggresso 
which  will  not,  in  some  degree,  fall  also  c 
neutrel  and  friendly  nations,  and  even  c 
ourselves.  The  house  will,  however,  fe 
that  there  are  occasions  in  which  a  mar 
feslalion  of  our  principles  and  of  our  r 
sentment  become  necessary,  although  ■ 
tended  with  the  calamities  inseparab 
from  war.  If  such  an  outrage  as  this  we: 
passed  over,  might  not  every  other  natit 
in  Europe,  and  particularly  those  who  ha' 
Its s  power  to  resist  than  Prussia,  say  to  u 
"  we  wish  as  much  as  you  that  the  powi 
of  France  could  be  restrained,  but  you  si 
our  situation,  and  the  great  power 
France,  to  which  we  are  exposed  f  Wh 
are  we  to  do  I "  If  this  question  were  p> 
to  me,  I  should  answer,  that  powers 
that  situation  must  save  themselves  i 
well  as  they  can,  and  even  make  cetsio: 
if  they  are  insisted  upon,  ifl'.ubsia  shou 
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like  any  farther  observations;  but 

■t  (toon,  I  must  state,  that  there 

t  Lut  that  the  shutting  the 

'■•  Br  .ti-U  vessels  is  alone 
■    ■  ■■  1. 1  sbly  an  a>„;   ol 
-Mr.  P 


jdiire 


i  of 


..in.fl,  as  usual,' 

■     ■       ■  ■    .-.,._:.:. 

■  ■"<r:k  row  to  express  his 

concurrence  .11  the  ad- 
■  ■■  iii'ivni  liv  the  right  hon.  gent.,  and 
I 1  ii'i'lini  approbation  of  the 
"  I  1  winch  it  was  introduced. 
miiil)  luimitr  in  which  the  government 
1  -J  acted  upon  this  occasion,  it  was  impos- 
';  that  any  candid  man  couid  refuse 
111  his  griMi  They  had  conducted  them- 
«s  with  a  lirmuess  so  judicially  teraper- 
4  villi  conciliation,  as  to  maintain  the 
litvanil  resolution  which  pressiindy  be- 
1  such  a  case ;  and,  at  the  same 
shut  tin:  door  against 
an  amicable  adjustment,  if 
1  cabinet  were  so  disposed 
■  ■■;.■'■!  lion,  vi  ■:,;.  who  opened  the  mo- 
Ki  put  the  argument  in  favour  of  thii 
1  upon  such  broad  grounds,  ant 
I  the  proceeding  of  his  majesty*) 
r*  by  reasoning  so  irresistible,  that 
ifert  it  unnecessary  to  add 
tbc  liuuse  had  itbeady  heard, 
dttsil  therm  .instances,  he 
W  it  «as  pontile  fur  government  to  have 
taken  a  different  miir 
towing  the  instrument  of  Trance  tu  take 
Insult  measures  against  this  country; 
•dop I  the  course  of  annoying  us  that 
Innre  had  previously  pursued,  left 
"o  oiliir  alternative  than  that  which  had 
been  taken.  The  noble  lord  vindicated  the 
"solution  tu  resent  the  invasion  of  Hano- 
*ar,  and  expressed  Ins  coulideuce  that  m 
listers,   in   evincing  such  a   solicitude  fi 


Hi: 


British  p 
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s  to  the  arguments  used  by  Prui 
r  taking  possession  ot   Hanover  ; 
lanent   dominion,   they  appeared  to 
i  obviously  untenable  upon  an 
S  of  justice.     Prussia  stated,   tin 
■r  bv  riphc  of  conques 
t  that  right  assumed  to  dispose  ol 
,  without  any  reference  to  the  for- 
mally look  possession  of  llano- 
I  that,  at  the  lime  they 


dertook  to  transfer  it  tn  Prussia,  they  ds4 

i*ot  bold  it  at  all.  for  they  were  Mil  Baas. 

of  that  eountrr.  having  crar  naiad 
the  whole  of  it,  ■with  the  exception  at  « 
igle  point.  And  unless  the  retenuaa  at" 
that  point  (the  fortress  of  llunela)  co«U 
be  argued  to  imply  a  possession  of  tltt 
whole  country,  it  wwiW  be  absurd  to  «*- 
tempt  the  mam  tain  m-.n  ton  anv  principle  of 
public  justice,  that  die  French  held  Hano- 
a  conquest  at  the  lime  of  the  traaa- 

justly  complained  of.  Tbcrefaae, 
the  main  ground  oi  justification  upon  whidi 
Prussia  seemed  to  rely  lor  the  validity  til 
thin  transfer,  must  fall  to  the  ground.  In- 
deed the  declaration  of  Prussia  berwlf,  t» 
January,  when  she  occupied  Hanover,  pro- 
fessedly, until  the  conclusion  of  peace,  dis- 
tinctly supported  ibis  argument,  and  re- 
cognized the  principle  she  had  asserted. 
And,  upon  no  pretence  whatever,  could  the 
uDqnalified  way  in  which  she  afterward* 
acted  towards  that  ill-fated  country,  be  war- 
ran  ted.  As  to  the  probable  result  to  Prus- 
sia herself  of  these  events,  mid  01  the  line 
of  policy  which  she  had  so  long  thought 
proper  to  pursue,  he  firmly  believed  she 
would  very soon  find  that  she  was  miserably 
mistaken,  that  she  would  much  better  have 
nonsuited  her  own  political  security;  ami 
sure  ha  was,  that  she  would  have  better 
maintained  Iter  importance  and  character, 
had  she  acted  quite  differently — had  she 
given  her  aid.  when  that  aid  might  have 
been  effectual,  towards  restoring  the  safety 
of  Europe.  Still,  however,  if  by  any  course 
of  conduct  Prussia  could  L>e  released  from 
her  present  situation,  if  she  could  be  exci- 
ted justly  to  appreciate  her  own  interest, 
and  to  feel  for  her  own  safety,  and  if  any 
alliance  could  be  contrived  which  should 
induce  her  to  act  upon  that  feeling,  it  was 
important  that  this  country  should  mani- 
fest a  disposition  to  afford  every  possible 
assistance.  Such  was  the  policy  which,  he 
trusted,  would  be  pursued  ;  for  such,  he 
was  convinced,  would  be  for  the  common 
interest.  In  every  view  of  the  subject,  be 
was  persuaded  that  the  war,  to  which  the 
address  referred,  was  one  ol  complete  jus- 
tice and  absolute  necessity  ;  and  on  these 
grounds  he  felt  great  satisfaction  in  sup- 
porting the  motion. — The  address  was  then 
carried  WW.  ewt.  and  was  ordered  to  be  pre- 
sented to  his  majesty  by  such  meiuliers  of 
that  house  as  weie  of  his  majesty's  privy 

[AtpaIU  of  India.]      Mr.  Shr.ridan 
rose,   pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  that  the 
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allege,  that  she  was  in  that  state  of  com-  [  She  has  sent  general  Barbou 
parative  weakness  that  she  was  obliged  to    that  country,  as  a  military  su 


cede  Anspach  and  Bayreuth ;  however 
his  majesty  might  lament  the  necessity,  or 
the  accession  of  strength  his  enemies  deri- 
ved from  the  acquisition,  still  he  would 
not  have  attempted  to  oppose  it,  or  make 
the  slightest  remonstrance  on  the  occasion. 
But  when  that  power  shall  say,  "  I  am  not 
only  obliged  to  make  cessions,but  I  am  also 
obliged  to  make  war  with  you/'  then  the 
question  becomes  very  different,  and  his 
majesty  is  under  the  necessity  of  consider- 
ing it  in  a  very  different  light.  Although  I, 
for  one,  am  not  inclined  to  look  very  fa- 
vourably on  the  present  situation  of  this 
country,  nor  to  feel  so  sanguinely  as  some 
other  gentlemen,  yet  I  think  that,  upon  the 
present  occasion,  we  should  make  a  signal 
example  of  the  court  of  Prussia ;  and  what- 
ever principles  theorists  may  lay  down 
about  restoring  the  balance  of  Europe,  I 
think  we  shall  do  more  to  restore  the 
sound  and  true  principles  that  ought  to 
prevail  in  Europe  by  shewing  the  world,  in 
this  instance,  that  this  country  will  not  aban- 
don them  herself,  nor  consent  that  they 
shall  be  departed  from  by  other  nations  in 
their  transactions  with  her,  I  consider  that 
the  power  of  the  country  consists,  in  a 
great  measure,  in  the  known  justice  of  its 
principles,  in  its  moderation  and  forbear- 
ance; but  if  the  court  of  Berlin  chooses  to 
depart  from  the  principles  of  justice,  and 
to  act  host i lit v  to  this  country,  it  must 
take  the  consequence.  I  believe  it  has, 
as  yet,  gained  nothing  by  its  injustice. 
I  lanover,  desolated  as  it  was  first  by  French 
armies,  and  afterwards,  in  a  still  greater 
decree,  by  Prussian  armies,  can  add  little 
or  nothing  to  the  revenues  of  Prussia,  nei- 
ther can  it,  in  its  present  situation,  increase 
her  military  stiength.  The  king  of  Prussia 
has  been  given  a  mere  nominal  possession 
of  that  country  ;  but  so  far  from  being 
strengthened  by  ihis  present  from  France, 
he  is  only  the  more  completely  vanquished 
and  subdued.  Austria  was  forced,  by  the 
fortune  of  the  war,  to  cede  many  of  her 
provinces ;  other  nations  have  been  obli- 
ged to  make  similar  cessions ;  but  none  of 
them  had,  like  Prussia,  been  reduced  to 
that  lowest  state  of  degradation,  to  con- 
sent to  become  the  ministers  of  the  injustice 
and  rapacity  of  £  master.  By  the  com- 
mand of  France,  Prussia  was  obliged  to 
shut  the  ports  of  Hanover  agains:  our 
ships,  a:u!  wh.it  was  the  possess: on  which 
Fr*uce  allowed  her  to  kce*j  c:  Hanover  : 


to  see  that  every  thing  be  dc 
cording  to  the  pleasure  of  Fra 
are  maiiy  other  instances  of  ti 
which  Prussia  is  now  treatei 
in  several  transactions,respecti 
sion  of  Essen  and  Werden,aud 
villages  almost  too  incousider 
Prussia  is  treated  with  as  litt 
she  deserves.  The  French  app 
ly  to  treat  Prussia  as  a  counl 
impossible  to  make  a  treaty  < 
with;  aud,  in  this  respect,  it 
that  they  are  in  the  right.  In 
upon  this  occasion,  we  shall  1 
a  great  evil,  and  done  som 
shall  avoid  the  giving  the  san 
country  to  the  spoliations  whii 
committed  on  the  Continen 
avoid  the  imputation  of  b 
rent  to  the  fate  of  his  maje 
possession,  which  would  bei 
pu  tat  ion,  even  if  it  were  k 
their  security  was  not  immedii 
ted  with  the  interests  of  this  c 
above  all,  we  shall  avoid  th 
sanction  to  that  principle  whi 
lately  adopted,  of  transferring 
of  one  prince  to  another,  in 
equivalents,  and  under  the  pn 
venience  and  mutual  acconinn 
wildest  schemes  that  ever 
broached  would  not  go  so  i 
the  foundations  of  all  establi 
merits  as  this  new  practice* 
to  make  exchanges,  let  us  exc 
things  which  are  the  proper  o 
change  ;  let  us  give  a  rield  U 
let  us  exchange  its  stock,  its 
sheep ;  but  let  us  not  considc 
of  a  cuuntrv,  or  the  subjects  < 
matter  for  exchange  or  barter. 
be.  in  every  nation,  a  certain 
of  the  people  to  its  form  of 
without  which  no  nation  can  si 
principle,  then,  of  trans  re  ni 
jects  of  one  prince  to  ana 
at  the  foundation  of  every 
and  the  existence  of  every  nai 
there  tore,  great  pleasure  in  pi 
note,  delivered  by  me  toM.i 
expressed,  that  no  cc-cs:den 
venience  or  mutual  sccocaia 
less  an  eauivale^:,  should  ei 
majesty  to  forget  the  exeoj 
i::d  attachment  ox  his  H<ui 
:cc:s.  or  cocs«Dt  to  the  *i;d 
electorate.    I  io  cc  t  k=c  v  th 
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On  the  motion  for  the  3rd  reading  of  this 
bill, 

Sir  V.  Gibbs  renewed  his  former  objec- 
tions made  to  the  bill ;  observing,  that  in 
the  first  place  there  was  no  necessity  for 
it,  and  in  the  second,  that  it  might  produce 
an  effect  different  from  what  it  was  inten- 
ded to  do,  as  it  went  much  farther  than 
the  opinions  given  by  the  majority  of  the 
judges.  In  his  opinion,  instead  of  remo- 
ving doubts,  it  would  be  introducing  new 
ones. 

Mr.  Tyrwhitt  objected  to  the  bill,  as 
there  was  no  practical  inconvenience  from 
the  present  state  of  the  law,  and  as  it  ori- 
ginated from  a  legislative  question. 

Mr.  Morris  conceived,  that  if  any  de- 
claratory bill  were  necessary,  this  was  the 
best  that  could  be  adopted.  The  learned 
gent,  then  entered  into  a  very  long  argu- 
ment, to  prove  that  it  was  necessary  to  de- 
clare the  law ;  and  concluded  by  calling 
on  the  house  to  support  the  bill. 

Mr.  Perceval  did  not  see  that  any  ill 
consequences  could  arise  from  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  bill ;  on  the  contrary,  he  thought 
it  much  better  that  it  should  be  thrown  out, 
as  there  would  be  but  one  uncertainty  in 
the  practice  of  the  courts  ;  whereas,  if  it 
were  passed  into  a  law,  there  would  be 
many,  arising  from  the  different  construc- 
tions of  it. 

The  Solicitor  General  entered  at  great 
lrn:.tl)  into  a  statement  of  the  advantages 
v/hieh  would  arise  from  the  passing  of  this 
!■'.!'  Thv  law  at  present,  he  said,  was  in 
"■  -ii. •.-.■•■..  d  state,  so  much  so,  that  it  was 
1,  '  .■  ,'1* --vi --red,  by  many  of  the  judges 
i-y  iv.-.'-ives,  that  the  opinion  of  the  majo- 
rs of  that  learned  body,  as  given  in  the 
*  use  oi  lords,  was  binding  on  the  mino- 
rity, A  witness  at  the  Old  Bailey  might 
be  permitted  to  refuse  giving  an  answer 
which  would  convict  an  offender,  because 
the  answer  would  subject  him  to  a  civil 
action  ;  or,  what  was  still  worse,  a  witness, 
for  the  same  reason,  might  refuse  to  answer 
a  question,  the  answer  to  which  would 
acquit  a  prisoner. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  stated,  that  he 
never  recollected  any  point  of  law  relating 
to  evidence,  settled  by  the  legislature,  on 
which  account  he  was  inimical  to  the  bill. 
He  did  not  think  ah  act  could  be  passed 
which  would  comprehend  every  case,  and 
therefore  as  the  courts  of  law  would  in  time 
settle  t'heir  own  practice,  which  could  be 
again  altered  as  necessity  required,  he 
(bought  it  much  preferable  to  permit  them 


to  do  that,  than  to 
which  in  all  cases  r 
cording  to  the  letter. 
Mr.  Secretary  Fox 
thing  which  had  been 
convinced  him  the  rr 
of  it.  The  different 
the  judges,  was  a  cer 
remedy  should  be  ap 
when  he  considered 
many  learned  gentle 
ed  their  sentiments 
the  necessity  still  st 
gent,  who  had  just  s 
at  one  time  of  his  li 
when  he  was  chief  jt 
he  begged  leave  to 
ever  had  heard  the  c 
negative  opinion  he  • 
est  point  in  favour  0 
gument,  he  was  toj 
doubt  ever  did  exist, 
lord,  however,  of  1 
Eldon),  had  express 
doubts  upon  thesut 
did  exist,  the  miscl 
bounds  in  every  par 
the  kingdom,  if  the 
From  every  conside 
possibly  give  the  su 
bill  did  not  go  one  1 
nion  of  the  judges, 
were  perfectly  com 
nion,  tor  which  reai 
bill.  The  house  the 
appeared  ;  For  the 
bill,  51  ;  Against  it, 

house  c 
Thursday 
[American  li 
Lord  Sheffield  said,  t 
papers  now  on  the  ta 
explain  the  nature  < 
their  lordships.  He 
for  several  others,  b 
the  bill  might  be  ra 
torily  explained.  1 
ceeded  to  move  for  1 
respecting  the  numb 
vessels  employed  in 
periods  since  1797- 
Lord  Holland  obs« 
the  noble  lord  had  ii 
ascertained  from  the 
table.  To  prepare  1 
would,  in  his  opinio 
of  much  mischief, 
were  granted  ;  and  1 
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tier,  that  he  should,  on  Tuesday  next, 
ninve  thttt  ilie  -2nd  reading  of  the  bill  be 
deferred  till  Monday  se'nnight, 

(iMitActiMENT  of  Lord  Melville.] 
Lord  ll'aliingham  repotted  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  teach  for  precedents 
of  proceedings  "on  impeachments,  the  ce- 
remonial proposed  to  be  observed  on  tjie 
trial  of  lord  Melville,  which  had  been  re- 
roouutmded  to  them  for  alteration.  His 
lordship  having  read  the  report, 

The  Liirl  of  Radnor  moved  to  add  to  it, 
m  couformity  with  three  precedents  of  im- 
peachments previous  to  that  of  Mr.  lbs- 
tings,  that  the  peers  should  remain  in  their 
places,  and  not  depart  Irom  (bum  during  the 
(nail  011  each  day. — A  long  conversation  en- 
i  between  lord  Auckland,  the  earl  of 
Itior.  lord  Hoi  land,  lord  Kldon,  earl  S  tan- 
l» pe^the  earl  of  Westmeatli.earl  Spencer, the 
dofce  of  Cumberland,  the  earl  of  Dainley, 
btthopofSt.  Asaph,  and  lord  Ellenborough. 
t  of  the  above  peers  objected  to  Uit 
proposition,  as  tending  bv  its  strictness,  lo 
cause  gnat  inconvenience  to  the  peer;, 
attending  on  the  trial,  whilst,  at  the  ss 
time,  there  was  no  doubt  at  all  that  that 
der  would  be  preserved  which  the  solemnity 
<faich  an  occasion  required. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  conceived  that  the 
Motion  ought  to  be  agreed  to,  in  order  to 
losure  that  strictness  of  order  which  was 
ream  bi  if  on  a  suli'iim  trial  Ijv  impciiclitiieiil, 
but  in  order  to  have  a  public  attendance 
at  its  discussion,  his  lordship  moved  to  ad- 
journ the  debate  till  the  next  day,  and  that 
lite  lords  be  summoned.  On  this  motion 
lite  house  divided;  Contents  9;  Nort 
Contents  15;  Majority 6.  The  report  ol 
the  committee  was  then  agreed  to. 

[Insolvent  Dketoiib*  Dill.]  Lord 
}.:!i>'<t!rijttvlt  moved  lor  several  Account? 
ai  Prisoners  conlined  for  debt  in  the  prisons 
cf  the  Metropolis,  at  dillereiit  periods; 
winch  were  ordered. 

The  Karl  of  Moira  expressed  a  wish 
■bat  the  2nd  reading  of  the  Insolvent 
Debtor's  bill,  winch  stood  for  this  day 
■nith'  he  postponed  till  Monday  sennight. 

Lord  Uulland  declared  his  readiness  to 
Sttedu  to  this  request,  and  moved  lo  dis- 
charge the  order,  which  was  renewed  for 
Monday  se'nnight,  and  the  lords  ordered 
l(  be  summoned  tor  that  day. 

Lurd  Llduii  presented  three  petitions 
Aom  certain  meichauls  and  tradesmen  of 
>ta  cities  ot"  London  and  Westminster,  and 
(be  Borough  ol  SourWftrk,  praying  Hint 
''"■  bill  uiighl  not  pass  into  a  law. 


ister,   praying  that  the  bill 


Juto  a  law 


nouse  of  commobsi 

Thursday,  April  24. 

[Minutes]      Mr.  Glassford 

.llis  and  his  seat  for  Dunbarti 

o  room  of  sir  J.  Colquhoun,   * 

cepted  the  Cliiltern  Hundreds,- 

>ved,  that  a  committee  b 

ed  to   enquire   into   the  opedie 

pealing   so   much  of  the  act  of 

James  I,  as  related  to  the  makin; 

ding  of  boots  and    shueo. — L01 

a\ed  for  a  return  of  the  1 

effective  men  in   the  army,  from 

Jan.    1793,   to  the   1st  of  Jan. 

recruits   procured    in   each  year 

bounties  given  them  1    2dly,  of  tl 

of  men  raised  for  rank,  permanei 

porary,    during   the     same    peril 

Ho  wick  presented  the  estimates 

pences  arising   from  the  addition, 

dered  by  his  majesty  in  council  (< 

to  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  1 

tween  the  1st  of  May,  and  the  31; 

1 306. — Mr.  Paull  gave  notice, tlia 

day  he  would  move  for  the  print 

tiiit  article  of  impeachment  agi 

Wellesley.— Ordered,  on    the   a 

Mr.    W  hi  thread,   that  a  message 

lo  the  Lords,  with  a  list  of  witnei 

summoned  to  attend  the  trial  of  1 

and  Mr.  Whitbread  was  or 

bear  the  message  to  the  Lords.  1 

ter wards   ordered)    that   a  n°te 

the  Serjeant  at  arms,  with  [he 

the  right  hon.  George  Ticrney,  at 

serve  him  with  notice  to  attei 

nes  the  trial  of  lord  Melville. 

[Ex-paute  Criminal  Puoce 

r.  Serjeant  Best  rose   and    addrt 

house  as  follows  1 — Some  time  sir 

d  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 

the  publication  of  ci-parU  evidenc 

persons  accused    of    felonies    at 

previous  to  trial,    it  appi 

me,  at  the  time,  to  be  a  necessary  1 

it  confess,  that  1  am  of 

still.      That    opinion,    1 

;n  confirmed  by  what  b 

about   six  years  ago,  at   a  trial  f< 

der,  before  Mr.  Justice  Grose,  at 

Bailey.     From  the  evidence,   the 

judge  was  induced  to  direct  the  jui 

quit  the  prisoner.  They,  however, ; 

many    hours ;    aud   ou    iheir   ret 
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foreman  informed  his  lordship,  that  the 
reason  of  their  delay  was,  that  many  of  the 
jury  were  unable  to  separate  in  their  minds 
the  evidence,  from  what  theybefore  had  read 
or  beard  of  the  circumstances  relating  to 
the  transaction.  This  communication  was 
made  to  me  by  Mr.  Justice  Giose  himself; 
and  I  think  is  sufficient  to  justify  me  for 
having  made  the  motion.  But,  sir,  as  a 
great  number  of  persons  of  high  station  and 
character,  and  fur  whose  judgment  upon  all 
subjects,  I  have  the  greatest  respect,  seem 
to  think,  that  this  measure  might,  in 
some  degree,  trench  upon  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  and  as  no  man  holds  that  sacred 
principle  in  higher  estimation  and  value 
than  I  do,  I  should  be  the  last  to  do  any 
thing  which  might  be  thought  to  have  a 
tendency  to  bring  it  into  danger;  and, 
with  those  impressions,  I  wish  now  to  give 
notice,  that  it  is  not  my  iutention  to  press 
the  measure  any  farther. 

[Customs  Duties  Bill.]     On  the  mo- 
tion for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Alderman  Printep  begged  leave, 
without  intending  to  oppose  the  present 
bill,  to  call  the  attention  of  his  majet/s 
ministers  to  the  operation  of  the  ad- 
ditional duty  on  the  silk  manufacture. 
Since  the  year  1787,  the  duty  on  silk  had 
been  encreasing,  and  yet  no  alteration  had 
been  made  on  the  draw-backs  upon  that 
article.  By  the  present  bill,  the  duty 
would  be  raised  from  7$.  4c/.  on  thrown 
silk,  to  12s.;  and,  on  the  raw  material,  from 
3*.  to  5s,  He  thought  that  a  draw-back 
should  be  allowed  in  proportion  to  the  en- 
crease  of  the  duty  since  1787,  as  an  encou- 
ragement to  so  important  a  branch  of  our 
national  fabrics.  But  as  it  would  be  com- 
petent to  ministers  to  make  a  provision 
to  that  effect  in  a  subsequent  act,  he  should, 
in  the  present  instance,  be  content  with 
calling  their  attention  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  Vantittart  assured  the  worthy  alder- 
man, that  there  would  be  no  reluctance  on 
the  part  of  government  to  give  every  en- 
couragement to  that  manufacture,  if  it 
should  appear,  after  a  proper  enquiry,  that 
such  encouragement  was  necessary.  This, 
however  might  be  done  jki  a  subsequent 
bill. 

Mr.  Barham  expressed  his  approbation 
of  the  liberal  and  candid  manner  in  which 
ministers  bad  listened  to  -such  representa- 
tions as  had  been  made  to  them  on  these 
subjects.    He  hoped  that  such  modifica- 


He  thought  that  a  committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  state  of  th*.  cob- 
nies,  in  many  respects,  as  this  at  prese&t 
was  not  well  understood.  The  late  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer,  who  certainly  was 
competent  to  form  an  accurate  opinion  ©a 
this  subject,  had  said,  that  he  never  could 
learn  the  profits  of  the  plauters  on  any 
average  price  of  sugar.  If  he  found  other 
gentlemen  of  the  same  opinion  with  him* 
he  would,  on  borne  future  day,  propose 
suth  a  committee  as  he  had  adverted  to. 

IjordH.  Petty  said  that  certainly,  on  the 
part  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  there  must 
be  a  disposition  to  give  every  sort  of  atten- 
tion to  this  subject,  and  to  listen  to  every 
important  representation.  He  agreed  that 
the  subject  was  one  of  some  difficulty,  and 
that  an  enquiry  of  one  sort  or  another 
would  be  very  desirable. 

Mr.  Rote  contended,  that  such  an  en- 
qiury  would  be  better  conducted  by  the 
inspector-general  than  by  a  committee  of 
the  house. 

Mr.  Barham  only  meant,  by  proposing 
a  committee,  to  give  assistance  to  govern- 
ment, and,  if  there  could  be  a  better 
mode  than  this,  he  would  have  no  objec- 
tion.— After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  John- 
stone and  Mr.  Manning,  the  bill  was  read 
a  3rd  time  and  passed. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  April  25. 
[Minuter.]  Lord  Ponsonby  (late  the 
right  hon.  W.  B.  Ponsonby,  was  introdu- 
ced with  the  accustomed  formalities,  sworn, 
and  took  his  seat.  His  lordship's  suppor- 
ters were  the  earl  of  Besborough  (as  lord 
Ponsonby)  and  lord  Dun  das  .—The  earl  of 
Or  ford  (late  baron  Walpole)  was  also  in- 
troduced, sworn,  and  took  his  seat*  Hii 
lordship's  supporters  were  earls  Fitswil- 
liam  and  Spencer. 

[Impeachment  of  Lord  Melville.] 
Lord  Eldon  stated  to  the  house,  that  there 
appeared  to  him  an  error  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  respecting  the  ceremonial 
to  be  observed  on  the  trial  of  lord  Melvillff, 
which  it  was  necessary  to  correct.  It  was 
there  stated,  that  on  giving  judgment  every 
peer  should  say,  w  Guilty"  or  €l  Not 
Guilty,"—"  upon  my  honour;"  at  theses* 
time,  laying  his  hand  upon  his  breast.  He 
conceived  that-  this  was  erroneoas,  inas- 
much as  the  decision  on  such  aa  occasion 
must  be  the  vote  of  the  bouse  collectively, 
tious  would  be  introduced  into  the  duty  on] and  certainly,  in  case  of  a  verdict  of  Guh- 
sugar,  as  would  make  it  possible  "to  pay  H.  ty,  it  was  not  giving  judgment,  as  tbeae- 
s 
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fondant  might  move  in  arrest  of  judgment. 
tu*  grounds  of  which  motion  would  come  to 
•«*  .  ont id t it'll  by  their  lardships.  The  sub- 
trijncnt  proceeding  of  judgment  must  re- 
sult from  the  vote  of  the  house,  and  be  de- 
livered by  their  speaker.   He  concluded  by 

jiving  notice,  that  he  should  make  a  motion 

on  Monday  lo  rectify  thia  error  in  the  re- 
port. 
The  Eurl  of  RntlMir  adverted  to  the  mo 

tioo  which  he  made  the  pWCttinl  city  mid 

wbic.ii  be  Kill  contended  ought  to  have  been 

adopted,   respecting    the    peers  sitting    in 

their  place*  on  (hi  trial  of  lord  Melville,  and 

*M  departing  tberefuna  during  the  trial  ol 

neb    day.     His   lordship    referred    to  si 

pwedent*   of   trial;    bclore  the  house,  i 

which  a  similar  order  htid  been  made  ;  an 

contended  that  it  ought  to  br>  made  in  th 

case,  in  order  to  ensure  that  strict  dc-conn 

which  wus  requisite  on  so  solemn  an  otc: 

Won.   Having  moved  the  reading  of  the  first 

standi uK  order,   requiring  the   peers 

in  their    places  in  the  house,  bb  prescribed 

by  act  of  parliament,  he  concluded  bv 

virifc,  that  an  much  of  the  said  order  as 

applicable,  should  be  enforced  on  the  trial 

•fiord  Melville. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  thought  the  strict 
it  of  sucb  an  order  would  f re- 
ly be  productive  of  great  inconveni- 
ence. He  had  no  doubt  that  tiieir  lordship- 
*ould  observe  the  greatest  decorum  upon 
the  trial,  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  be 
ceived  himself  already  under  the  standing 
erder,  with  every  necessary  power  to  en- 
force the  observance  of  decorum,  whenever 
there  was  any  deviation  from  it.  He  was 
likewise  ol  opinion,  that  the  present  mo- 
tion had  been  decided  upon,  in  substance, 
the  preceding  day,  and  therefore  ought  not 
now  to  be  entertained  in  another  shape. — 
The  Earl  of  Westmeath  and  Lord  Auck- 
land also  opposed  the  motion,  on  the 
ground  of  the  inconvenience  such  an  order 
•tnctly  enforced  would  produce.  The  lat- 
ter noble  lord  said,  there  were  12  prece- 
dents of  impeachment.,  in  which  such  an 
wider  had  not  been  made. — Earl  Spencer 
thought  it  unnecessary,  as  it  seemed  to  be 
agreed  on  all  hands  that  the  greatest  possi- 
ble decorum  ouuht  to  be  observed  on  thi 
trial.— Several  other  peers  briefly  delivered 
their  sentiments;  and  after  the  earl  ol 
Radnor  spoke  in  explanation,  the  house  di- 
vided— For  the  previous  que* 
Against  it  10.  M»jr>ritv  :i . 

[Ahekicax  IsTEKcorji^r.  Bill]  Lord 
rose  to  move  lor  several    addi- 


tional papers,  which  lie  thought 
cessary  to  the  illustration  oftbii 
ibject.  He  should  therefore  In 
humble  address  to  his  majesty, 
ntructioM  mi  ht  be  given  th 
laid  before  the  house,  acopyoi 
of  the  board  of  trade,  deliver* 

8'fc,  to  the  privy  council. 

Lord  lluUnii'l  would  not  obji 
production  of  (he paper,  but  cou 
ib&erving  it  was  in  consequent 
very  report  that  those  measures  i 

hich,  for  three  years  subsequ 
period,  produced  the  most  calac 
sequences  in  the  West-Indies, 
not  conceive,  besides,  that  the  i 
the  lords  of  trade  in  178*.  could 
question,  be  of  much  use  in  1 
objected  also  to  the  practice  ado| 
noble  lord  of  moving  for  papers 
particular  years  without  movinf 
respecting  the  intermediate  yean 

Lord  Stcffirtd  contended,  Iht 
many  other  papers  which  he  a 
move  for,  would  explain  the  si; 
trade  at  different  periods,  and  t 
opinions  that  were  entertained  of 
cy. — After  some  conversation,  I 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  noble  lord 
to  move  for  a  similar  report  d< 
Jan.  lTSl.and  for  a  copy  of  all  1 
rials  presented  at  different  times  s 
against  suspensions  of  the  navigi) 
Lord  Auckland  declared,  that 
the  papers  moved  for  by  the  nob) 
the  least  relation  whatever  to  tin 
the  bill  before  the  house.  The 
bill,  he  wished  once  for  all  1 
seemed  to  be  who  ly  misundersti 
noble  lord.  It  by  no  means  inl 
introduction  of  any  change  in  li 
tionlaws;  it*  whole  object  wai 
that  lawful  which  was  nuw  unit 
to  make  ministers  responsible  i 
their  subordinate  servants.  As  to  I 
they  were  so  voluminous,  that  it' 
ploy  6'0  clerks,  for  mouths  to  pref 
which  would  prove  a  serious  dei 
to  public  business,  without  ment 
ex  pence  attending  theproductioi 
If  it  was  intended  to  create  deli 
ving  for  such  volumes;  that 
would  be  frustrated,  lor  lie  was  d 
to  proceed  in  the  ad  reading  o 
without  waiting  for  any  such  pap 
Lord  Sirf/ictij  Wished  only  fur  4 
but  this  was  also  objected  to,  t 
noble  lord  would  point  out  some 

!--nrllubi:e*tr*cud. 
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Lord  Auckland  took  the  opportunity  of 
declaring,  that  he  would  not  consent  to 
postpone  the  2d  reading  of  the  bill  on  ac- 
count of  the  papers  moved  for  by  the  no- 
ble lord. 

Lord  Holland  suggested,  whether  the  no- 
ble lord  had  not  better  move,  amongst 
other  voluminous  works,  for  Anderson's 
His  tor  v  of  Commerce  and  Postlethwaite's 
Dictionary. — After  some  further  conversa- 
tion the  motion  was  negatived. 

Lord  Sheffield  then  moved  for  copies  of 
all  memorials  and  petitions  presented  to 
the  board  of  trade  since  1801,  relative  to 
suspensions  of  the  navigation  act. 

Lord  Auckland  objected  also  to  this  mo- 
tion, as  the  memorials  (there  were  no  pe- 
titions) would  form  several  folio  volumes, 
and  were  of  no  cousequence  to  the  ques- 
tion. Any  of  the  memorialists,  who  now 
thought  it  necessary,  might  petition  the 
house  against  the  bill* — The  motion  was 
negatived. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMON'S. 

Friday,  April  «>5. 

[Minutes.]  Sir  J.  Anderson  brought 
in  a  bill  to  enable  the  proprietors  of  the 
new  houses  near  Temple  Bar  and  Snow 
Hill,  to  dispose  of  them  by  way  of  lottery, 
which  was  read  a  first  time. — Mr.  Manning 
brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  London  Dock  Improvement  bill.  The 
amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  3d  time. — On  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  W.  Keene,  it  was  ordered  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  house,  copies  of  all 
applications  to  the  court  of  directors,  for 
claims  on  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  with  the 
amount  thereof,  and  the  decisions  there- 
upon.— 'Lord  H.  Petty,  in  consequence  of 
some  informality,  felt  himself  obliged  to 
postpone,  for  a  few  days,  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  relative  to  the 
provision  for  the  family  of  the  late  lord 
Nelson,  which  he  would  bring  forward, 
however,  at  an  early  opportunity. 

[Repeal  of  Additional  Force  Bill.] 
Mr.  Secretary  Fox,  when  he  had,  on  a 
former  day,  moved  that  the  order  for  the 
2d  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 
additional  force  act  be  deferred  till  Mon- 
day, had  not  in  his  recollection  that  on 
Tuesday  a  business  was  to  come  on  of  as 
great  parliamentary  importance  as  any  the 
executive  government  could  have  to  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the  house,  he  meant  the  impeach- 
ment of  lord  Melville,  which  the  house 
had  determined  to  Attend  in  a  body.     If 


the  house  were  to  sit 
sion  to  a  late  hour 
was  impossible  there 
tendance  on  Tuesdai 
the  house,  the  imporl 
and  the  respect  due  to 
After  Tuesday,  the  fir 
ment,  the  same  full  a 
sin  ess  would  not  be  sc 
therefore,  propose  W< 
for  the  2d  reading  of 

Mr.  Canning  did  u 
tiou ;  but  he  hoped  tt 
for  the  second  readii 
to,  would  be  adhered 
out  entering  into  the 
given  for  deferring  tti 
Monday,  every  one 
business  was  also  of 
nature.  Various  repoi 
had  gone  abroad  on  tl 
the  whole  military  syi 
tremely  important  t< 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox 
portance  of  the  bill ; 
grounds  for  putting  i 
every  one — the  indis 
hon.  friend  who  orig 
first  instance,  and  t 
business  to  come-  oi 
present.  He.  agreed 
for  Wednesday. 

[Increased  Pay 
house  having  resolve* 
miltee  of  supply,   tc 
the  navy  estimates, 
respecting  the  allowa 
to  the  officers  and  set 

Lord  Howick  rose 
— I  rise,  sir,  pursuan 
to  the  house  a  propc 
am  persuaded  there  c 
in  this  house.  It  mu 
of  every  Englishman 
adequate  provision  ai 
of  men  who  stand  so 
timation,  as  the  Bri 
have  claims  so  peculi 
esteem  and  gratitude 
must,  I  say,  be  our 
mote  the  comforts,  U 
sary  rewards  to  that 
ing  this,  I  cannot  sufl 
a  doubt  of  unanimoi 
though  I  am  confident 
justice  of  the  measui 
mit  will  meet  the  i 
beral  concurrence  in  i 


uiderable,  is  called  lor  by  the  most  pres- 
g  claims  of  justice  and  necessity,  and 
tt  the  country  cheerfully  yields  lo  those 
h,  from  a  well  deserved  attention  to  the 
arters  from  whence  they  proceed.  An 
Jitinn  to  the  pay  of  a  cerlaiu  class  of 
mavyj  has  long  been  thought  uecessa- 
i  and  that  necessity  has  bec-n  freijiitnilj 
|0d  in  vain.  I  was  but  a  short  time  in  the 
ice  which  I  have  the  honour  to  hold,  when 
mind  that  measures  were  taking  to  lay  the 
timsol  tMi<Ui?shetore  parliament;  infor- 
»tion  reached  me  hum  a  variety  of  chan- 
ts,that  petitions  were  left  at  the  different 
>rt»  for  signatures,  praying  an  increase  oi 
ic  pay  of  naval  lieutenants,  and  that  it  was 
leaded  tobsTesucli  petitions  presented  to 
uliaiuent.  The  copy  of  these  petitions 
have  seen,  and  it  was,  no  doubt,  couched 
i  terms  the  most  proper  and  respectful 
hat  could  be  devised  ;  and  the  object  of 
^petitioners  struck  me  to  be  uuexcep- 
i'"mUv  fair.  But  still  I  had  objections  to 
ha  mode  of  proceeding.  1  therefore 
buuglit  it  inv  dutv  to  discourage  it.  I  how- 
wtuok  every  means  ill  my  power  to  en- 
I'ura  into  the  case,  well  satisfied  that  if 
We  were  any  ground  ol  complaint  in  any 
Wtoftlie  navv,  parliament  would  sei*e  the 
'nl  opportunity  to  remove  it,  and  the 
•antry  would  be  forward  to  applaud  the 
ft.  The  result  of  my  enquiry  has  served 
PtOftrinee  my  mind,  that  not  only  the 
tanlliiden  to,  but  every  other  clas*  in 
•raw,  from  the  superior  officers  down 
^  the  ordinary  seamen,  labour  under  db- 
ii'3r.lagcs  «lne!j  ought  to  be  immediate!  v 
«  aside.  With  this  conviction  I  am  of 
oorse  of  opinion,  that  no  measure  ot  re- 
ef can  be  effectual,  that  in  fact,  any  coll- 
ision will  lose  much  of  its  value,  if  par- 
ftlinits  application;  and  that  Hie  only 
ay  of  doing  substantial  justice,  and  giving 
■Keral  satisfaction,  is  by  raising  the  rates 
I  allowance  to  all  the  classes  of  the  navy. 
'le  complaint  of  the  lieutenants,  the  housi 
Jl  Ntollect  to  be  by   no  means    new 


rank  of  our  navy,  from  Uie  higli 
t.     Indeed,   it  can  only  tie 
.te  this  proposition  to  inmri 
',  without  any  argument  wlu 
shall,  of  course,  exclude  from  it 
rantement,  those  ofhcers  who  rec 
to  their  pay  1 1 
masters   and   surgeons.      They 
doubtedly   entitled   to   the   atteu 
have   experienced,   but  they  iiavi 
their  due  proportion  upon  the  so 
propose.     To  all  the  other  ofhct 
;lend  the   augmentation.       1    I 
that  I  shall  make  no  partial  selec 
this  resolution  1  am  justified  b 
vice  of  the  most  competent  auth 
best  qualified   to  judge 
subject.     It  has  been  strongly  urg 
by  every   person  with  whom  I  i 
lied,  that  the  warrant  and  pell 
e  particularly  entitled  to  u  liber 
mew;  and  not  only  the  injo.oih 
serving  a   fair  proportion,  and   t 
of  guarding  agaimt  discontent,   li 
If  pleads  in  favour  of  the  sean 
deed,  in   the   opinion  of  all  naval 
Id  be  highly  imprudent  to  adi 
pay  of  the  warrant  and  petty  offici 
granting   a  proportionate  ad 
the  able  and  ordinary  seamen.  1  a 
that  an  advance  was  made  to  the 
179'-     But  still  it  will  be  admit 
from   the  enhancement  of  all  at 
the  first  necessity,  and  the  deprer 
money  which   has  taken  place   wi 
years,   the  demand   of  a 
to  these  meritorious  mei 
be  considered   unreasonable.    To  < 
if  wages  proportiona 
I  have  meutioned, 
my  intention  to  attempt.     Indeei 
thing  would  be  scarcely  possible, 
endeavoured  to  keep  equally  in   i 
degrees  of  rank  and  the  merits  of  , 
and    hope  I  have    avoided   the    i 
and  inconvenience  of  any  partial  si 
such  as  prevailed  in  1)07,  when  tl 
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tion  to  the  seamen's  wages  was  not  such  as 
to  afford  them  much  advantage  or  satisfac- 
tion, and  yet  it  created  an  undue  propor- 
tion in  their  favour.     By  any  man  who  re- 
flects but  a  moment  ou  the  sufferings,  the 
privations,  and  the  services  of  our  seamen, 
it  is  impossible  that  a  doubt  can  be  enter- 
tained of  the  propriety  of  affording  them 
every  moans  of  consolation  in  our  power. 
Look  but  at  the  difficulties  and  dangers  to 
which  they  are  exposed  every  hour;  review 
toe  manner  in  which  they  have  overcome 
every  difficulty  and  danger  that  has  here- 
tofore assailed  them,  and  mark  the  glory 
which  yon  have  derived  from  their  daunt- 
less exertions.    After  this  review,  is  there 
an  English  heart  which  would  not  revolt 
at  a  moment's  hesitation  to  grant  the  just 
claims  of  an  English  seaman  ?  But  inde- 
pendently of  any  appeal  to  liberality,  the 
pretensions  of  the  seamen  are  incontrover- 
tible.    When  we  consider  the  nature  of 
the  service  in  which  they  are  engaged, 
what  must  be  our  reflections  ?  Withdrawn 
from  all  the  enjoyments  of  domestic  com. 
fort,  exposed  to  all  the  hazards  of  war,  de- 
prived of  Uie  profits  and  security  they  had 
on  board  merchant-ships,  from  which  for 
the    most    part  they  have   been    taken; 
the  prospect,   in  fact,  of  future  advance- 
ment cut  off,   and    perhaps  forfeited  for 
ever ;  such  has  been  this  state  of  the  greater 
part  of  yourpresfiit  seamcu  for  years  back, 
excepting  in  some  degree,  that  period  ot 
disturbed  and  agitated  peace,  if  that  could 
tor  called  peace,  in  which  you  were  subject 
to  all  the  embarraiibnietits,   and  obliged  to 
maintain  all  the  expences  and  apparatus  of 
war.    A  large  proportion  indeed   of  your 
seamen  has  been  in  actual  service  for  1*2 
or  13  years,  ami    in  actual  service   of  the 
most  toilsome,  dangerous, unprofitable,  and 
unpromo&ing  description;  compelled  for 
the  most  part,  of  late  years,  to  encounter 
the  inclemency  of  all  seasons,   they  have 
had  to  watch  the  enemy  in  his  ports,  with- 
out even  the  hope  of  meeting  and  conquer- 
»rri»  him,  which  would  render  a  British  sea- 
men indifferent  to  fatigue.  No  ;  the  enemy 
huving  no  means  of  safety  but  in  eluding 
the  vigilance  of    our  seamen,  disappoints 
that   tliirn    for  conquest  and  glory  which 
distinguishes  our  gallant  tars,  and  which 
reconciles  thctn  to  danger.  Under  such  an 
acru nidation  of  disadvantages,  can  you, 
I  *ay,  refuse  them  any  comfort   in  your 
power  to  ad  minister  ?  can  you  hesitate  to 
furnish  them  with  the  means  of  solace  on 
their  midnight  watch  ? — Having  now  stated 


so  much  at  large,  the  motives  which  hau 
induotd  me  to  bring  forward  this  proposi- 
tion, 1  shall  now  proceed  to  detail  the  **- 
vera!  items  of  the  encrease  which  1  ha\e  to 
ofler  for  your  consideration.  It  will  be  ob- 
served, that  my  arrangement  does  not  in- 
clude the  landsmen  ;    because  I  feel,  that, 
as  they  enter  voluntarily,  aware  of  all  the 
circumstances  of   the  situation  in  which 
they  engage,  they  stand  on  a  footing  quits 
different  from  that  of  the  seamen.  Now,  u 
to  the  scale  of  augmentation,  I  propose  to 
allow  every  ordinary  •*»*imn  an  auditions! 
pay  of  2*.  per  month  ;  to   every  able  sea* 
man  4*.  per  mouth ;    to  all  petty  officers, 
who,  according  to  the  universal  opinion, 
are  so, materially  instrumental  in  preserv* 
ing  the  discipline,  and  promoting  the  sac- 
cess  of  our  fleets,  5f.  per  month.    At  the 
same  time  I  mean,  thai  a  considerable  ad- 
dition should  take  place  in   the  number  of 
this  very  useful  body  of  men.    This  addi- 
tion to  include  all  those   who- are  deuojai- 
nated  on  board,  the  captains  of  the  fore- 
castle, of  the  mast,  of  the    tops,  and  of 
;as  afterguard,  who  are  the  most  active  sea- 
men on  board ;  aud  to  each,  of  them  1  pro- 
poses increase  of  91.  tie*,  per  uionib.    To 
masters-mates  and  warrant  officers  I  would 
give  an  addttiou  of  tir.   per   month.  As 
the  warrant  officer*  are   retained  and  re- 
ceive their  pay  during  peace,  as  well  si 
war,  the  addition  to  be  granted  them,  is 
1  his  instance,  is  only  to  be  allowed  while 
they  are  in  actual  service.     To  the  master 
and  surgeons,  I  have  already  slated,  00 
addition  is  to  be  made.     Hut  there  is  s 
class  of  persons  in  the  navy,  whose  clains 
to  attention  arc   as  well  founded  as  tbt 
general  respectability  of  their  character,  1 
mean  the  chaplains  ;  among   the  general 
advance,  1  propose  to  grant  to  the  chaplain 
the  appointment   of  schoolmaster,  whaii 
will  form  an  addition  to  his  revenue  of  SO/. 
a  year.  1  now  come  to  the  commissioned 
officers,  whose  pay  has  not  experienced 
any  rise  since   the  days  of  queen  Adds* 
First,  as  to  lieutenants,  who  have  recti* 
ved  but  5-t.  per  day  since  that  period,  I 
should  add  U.  per  day ;  to  the  captains  sad 
admirals,  whose-  pay  has  been  as   stati- 
onary as  that  of  the  lieutenants*  1  wosld 
also  make  an  addition.     The  captains,  I 
assure  the  house,  although  their  complaint* 
have  not  been  so  often  heard,  have  ss  bbob 
ground  to  complaiu,  and  are  as  much  enti- 
tled to  attention,  as  any  class  in  his  majes- 
ty's service.    To  the  pay  of  these  officen, 
there  tore,  I  would  add  4t.  per  day.    Tbt 
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gradation  respecting  tlie  admirals  I  would 
arrange  thus:  to  rear-admirals  uji  addition 
of  3i,  64.  per  day  ;  to  vice-admirals,  5*.; 
to  admirals,  7*.;  and  to  admirals  of  the 
feet,  10*.— The  aggregate  ol"  the  estimated 
(barges  under  these  several  heads  will  be 
MS,36'67.  Or  say  300,000/.  per  annum.  But 
u  the  increase  lor  the  present  year  will 
only  commence  from  the  1st  of  May  next, 
1  hive  only  not*  to  move  fur  the  grant  of 
191.1  6S/. — To  tlte  principle  of  this  arrange- 
ment I  have  no  fear  of  any  opposition,  and 
J  in  the  details  any  thing  objectionable 
liiould  occur,  1  shall  be  very  willing  to  at- 
tuid  to  the  suggestion  of  any  gentleman 
t(»n  it. — The  plan  of  providing  for  those 
"bo  are  able  to  serve  being  gone  through, 
•e  naturally  turn  our  attention  to  those 
*0o  are  disabled  by  age,  infirmity,  or 
*ound»,  from  any  longer  serving  their 
country.  I- or  such  persons  Greenwich  chest 
ud  Greenwich  hospital  already  furnish 
provision.  As  to  the  hospital,  that 
Uutitution  has  quite  sufficient  fund*  to  an- 
wer  its  object,  and  any  further  aliuwance 
to  the  teamen  who  subsist  on  i 
U  rather  liable  to  abuse ;  but  as  to  the 
its  funds  would  be  insufficient 
the  purpose.  Those  in  view  re- 
an  addition  of  from  14  to  20,000/. 
'■.it  of  this  sum  I  would  have  allowed  to 
Wt-pe  us  loners  a  certain  addition  to  each, 
lobe  regulated  according  to  their  servii 
Hid  tbeir  present  situation.  From  "il, 
lear,  it  should  rise  in  gradation  till  it 
'cached  1*.  per  day.  Tor  this  sum 
iio  addition  to  the  public  burthens.  I  pro- 
pose it  to  he  provided  for  bv  a  measure  which 
will  require  a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  namely, 
by  a  grant  of  Is.  in  the  pound  from  all 
proe-muiiey  ;  and,  in  addition  t 
hare  no  doubt  of  his  majesty's  c« 
let  apart,  for  itir  same  purpose,  all  droits 
(if  the  admiralty.  His  majesty's  uniform 
solicitude  for  the  comfort  and  reward  nl 
lie  navy,  warrants  a  confidence  i 
quiescence  upon  this  subject.  It  will  be 
Men  that  1  have  altogether  omitted  any  al- 
lmion  to  the  marines,  not  however  from 
My  disposition  to  overlook  their  just 
claims.  But  this  description  of  force  ha- 
ving to  much  analogy  to  the  regular  army, 
1  thought  it  better  to  postpone  any  refe- 
rence to  their  case,  until  the  question  re- 
tbe  pay  of  the  army  shall  be  de- 
!.  I  have  now  nothing  more  to 
add,  than  to  assure  the  house,  that  in  the 
prvpa»tion  of  the  arrangement  I  have  de- 
tail—J,  tnv  onxbus  endeavour  has  been  to 
Voi.  VJ. 


reconcile  all  sides.  I  flatter  i 
he  outline  will  not  be  uugru 
eived  by  any  one.  If,  ho»eve 
ference  of  opinion  should  arise 
detail  part,  on  which  I  may  pe 
deviated  from  principle,  whicl 
unexceptionable,  I  hope  that 
may  be  considered  on  its  own  m 
wish  is,  that  no  comparison"  ma; 
They  must   tend  to  excite   the 

feelings,  possibly  other  m 
effects,  while  they  can  serve  no  j 
legitimate  argument.  The  army 
are  both  the  means  of  our  safety 
titled  to  our  warmest  gratitude, 
dition  of  both  is  deserving  our 
gent  attention.  But  then  they  s 
different  grounds.  No  compa 
be  fairly  instituted  between  the 
pretensions  of  both.  What  may  ! 
for  the  one,  it  may  be  impossible 
he  other.  I,  therefore,  hope 
ases  miiy  not  be  confounded,  an 
discussing  this  subject,  gentlemt 
i  reference  to  extraneoi 
but  decide  upon  it  from  a  fair*i( 
n  justice  and  expediency. — Th 
for  the  grant  of  l°3,lcit5(\  with  \ 
noble  lord  concluded,  being  rea 
chairman  ;  in  reply  to  a  question  i 
Wilberforce,  he  stated,  that  the 
addition  to  the  number  of  petlj 
would  amount  to  about  10  iu  eat; 
the  line. 

Mr.  Frone'u  confessed  that  the 
was  new  to  him,  and  thathis  apprt 
might  appear  to  have  no  foundat 
he  had  one  general  question  to 
wished  to  know  whether,  when  tl 
the  officers  and  seamen  wasorigim 
the  probability  of  prize  money  wi 
ken  into  consideration,  and  wl 
that  ground  the  pay  was  not  fix 
much  lower  rate  I  whether  the 
connected  with  the  prize  money, 
considered  as  sufficient  ?  As  to 
friend's  request,  that  no  comparisi 
be  instituted  in  this  discussion  be 
the  navy,  and  that  of  the 
rather  apprehended  that  if  there  i 
any  inequality'  in  the  proposed  ai 
pay  in -the  two  branches  of  sei 
plensant  comparisons  would  be  i: 
where,  however  studiously  any  i 
the  subject  might  be  avoided  in  tl 
Lord  Garlirs  said,  that  hnving 
(juen'ly  and  maturely  cynsiderci 
ject,  he  thought  great  credit  c 
noble  lord,  who,  after  beini;   < 
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time  in  office,  was  already  prepared  with  I  he  feared  a  great  nil 


so   desirable  a  measure.  Rut  though  he 
highly    approved    ot*  the    pi  incite  of  the 
measure,  he  could  not  equally  approve  of 
the  application  proposed  to  be  macie  of  the 
sum  of  nearly  300,000/.  in   the  clashes  in 
which  it  was  meant  to  be  distributed.    The 
warrant  and  petty  officers  were  known  to 
all  professional  men,  to  be  the  life  and  soul 
of  the    navv  of  Great  liriiaii;,    und   even 
according    to  what    was  now    proposed, 
would   be  inadequately   provided  for.    It 
was  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  attach 
that  class  of  men  so  to  the  naval  situations 
they  held,   as  to  take  from  them  all  wish 
or  inducement   to  go  into   the   merchant 
service;  to   which,  he   lamented   to  say, 
that  many  of  them  were  at  present  strongly 
inclined.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  gra- 
dation made  from  admirals  to  lieutenants, 
but  very   much  wished   that  greater  atten- 
tion had  been  paid  to  the  pay  and  situa- 
tion of  the  first  lieutenants  of  men  of  war, 
who  had  now  no  more  rauk  or  pay  in  the 
service,  than  young  lieutenants  of  a  day's 
standing,  though  in  action  they  were  every 
moment  liable  to  have  the  whole  command 
of  the  ship.     He   thought  that,    tor  the 
sake  of  maintaining   a  proper  distinction, 
they  should  be  allowed  a  further  daily  en- 
crease  of  5s.  pay,  which,  to  the  nation, 
would  not  make  an  additional  expence  of 
more  than  51.  a  day  throughout  the  whole 
navy.  As  to  the  warrant  and  petty  officers, 
he  would  agaiu  repeat,  that  they  were  the 
llower   and  strength  of  the  navy  of  Eng- 
land, and  amongst  other  things,  had  charge 
of  the  stores  of  the  ships,  which   cost  the 
nation  so  many  millions.     lie    thought  it 
but  reasonable  that  their  pay  should  be  en- 
creased  to  51.  a  month,  which   was  what 
they  could  get  in  the  merchants  service ; 
und  as  there  were  but  3  of  them  in  each 
ship,    the    rise    could   not  be    attended 
with  any  great  expence.     In  great  ships, 
where   there  was  more  duty,    they    cer- 
tainly were  inadequately  paid,  though  he 
would  not  say  the  same  of  them  from  7-i 
gun  ships  downwards.  In  his  opinion,  the 
situation  of  petty  officers  should   corres- 
pond   with   that  of  quarter-masters,   and 
the  situation  of  warrant  officers  with  that 
of  Serjeants  in  the  army.  The  petty  officers, 
in  time  of  peace,  would  get  3/.  per  month 
in    the   merchant  service,  but  if  govern- 
ment   were    to    allow  them    the    same, 
they  would  have  no  inducement  to  enter 
it;  and  he  thought  it  would  be  much  bet- 
ter to  do  it  now,   during  war,   than  wait 
till  a  time  of  peace,  on  the  arrival  of  which 


quit  his  majesty's  sen 

they  could   rind  supt 

Were  it  done  now,  he 

duce  the  best  efltct ; 

no  man  would  prefer  s 

discipline,  to  being  at 

when   accustomed   tc 

ced  in  a  satisfactory 

feel  no  inclination  to  i 

able-bodied    und  ore 

were  certainly    desej 

ragement  that  could 

meritorious  as  theirs* 

rather   see    the   chei 

plied  to  the  encoura^ 

and  petty  officers.     \ 

ceive,  that  the  only 

between  him  and  the 

pec  ting  the   appropr 

He  would  go  farther 

and  though  the  prac 

the  navy  was  one, 

dream  of  giving  up  ; 

tain,  that  it  would  I 

as  many  men  as  w 

than  to  depend  entir 

He  also  suggested 

further  inducement  1 

the  out-pension  of  tr 

to  the  widows  of  8 

slaiu  in  service  ;  anc 

and    warrant    otrici 

for  a  certain   nunil 

incurring     any    pu 

Martial,  or  by  des 

bane  of  the  service. 

saying,  that  he  she 

were  only  the  singul 

au    individual    una 

speaking,  and  there 

in   addressing  hints 

he  had  the  satisfacl 

opinion  was  fortifiec 

lord   (Melville)  wl 

have  lately  fallen  ui 

the  house,  must  be 

be  a  great  practical 

himself  authorised 

noble  lord  remaine 

head  of  the  admi: 

which  he  now  hun 

have  been  carried  i: 

the  house  would  pa 

gression,  if  he  furthi 

viction,  that  it  was 

ed  by  that  noble  Ioi 

man,  that  we  wen 

extent  of  glory,  wh 

land  had  acquired 
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last  year.— The  resolution  was  then 
■greed  to.  • 

[Si.*tf.    Importation    Bill.]      The 

Alturnrii  Central,  moved  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Hi?  farther  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  bill  lor  preventing  the 
importation  of  slaves  into  the  conquered 
colonic*.— On  the  question  being  put, 

iylr.  Row,  having  several  considerations 
to  offer  ngninst  this  bill,  from  the  effect  it 
would  have  on  the  general  cow  menial  in. 
1. 1. ■-.!..  of  the  country,  and  which  he  wish- 
ed to  have  an  opportunity  of  lomminn 
eating,  without,  the  necessity  of  making 
them  public,  submitted  to  the  learned  gent, 
the  propriety  of  delaying  this  question  two 
■'  three  ii.Lv-  :  it  could  be  productive,  he 
thought,  of  no  inconvenience  to  delny  it 
till  Tuesday. 

.Mr.  Secretary  Fux  did  not  see  why  the 
consideration  of  the  report  should  be  de- 
layed on  that  account.  His  learned  friend 
would,  he  doubted  not,  readily  agree  to 
postpone  the  third  reading  until  Tuesday, 
which  would  answer  the  saifle  purpose. 

Mr,  Ron  said,  that  if  the  report  were 
now  to  be  considered,  he  must  call  the 
Attention  of  the  house  to  several  important 
-points  connected  with  this  bill.  He  con- 
ceived now  that  the  ports  of  the  North 
were  shut  against  our  commerce,   this  bill 
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Paisley,  would  be  going  aboi 
starving,  and  thus  by  ittewHti 
sed  claim,  or  relief  from  h  dii 
f  should  give  existence  to  in 
re  distress  at  home. 
The  Attorney  General  remai 
ese  observations   went  to  e 
principle  of  the  bill,  and  not 
it  any  modifications,     the 
hod  betterbe  reserved  till  thet 
of  the   bill.     They    woultf  at 
proper  in  that  sta^e  of  the  bill  a 
desirable,  he  thought,  that 
not  have  two  debates  on  the  s 
If  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  mc 
tions  to  offer,  be  had  better  a 
;  for  all,  or  postpone 
till  the  stage  he  had  alluded  ti 
matter  of  indifference  to  him  ' 
iple  should  be  now  debati 
wards,  but  be  did  not  wish 
ice  debated.    '" 
Mr.  Ron  said  heshould  still 
self  at  liberty  on   the  3rd  readi 
hat  observations  might  occur 
ould  not  fie  himself  down  to 
ia:  stage- of  the  business. 
General  Tarlcton,  as  a  reprei 
the  cily  of  Liverpool,  bad  th 
objections  to  this   bill.     The 
ma   to  prevent  the  importatioi 
nto  the  foreign  colonies,  by   t 
Nothing  could  be  conceived  ah 
ould  tend  more  to  injure  tl 
of  the  navy-     We  ought  to  U 
interests  of  our  navy,  and 
Id  take  care  of  itself.     '1 
trade  had  been  the  great  cause  i 
perity  and  opulence  of  Liver 
"ors   in  this  trade  were  thi 
Id    be  found,   and  the  great 
ubr  navy  were  obtained  fro 
of    Liverpool.      Although   inai 
opinion  that  the  coasting  trad 
chief  nursery  for  our  marine,  j 
taiued  that  sailors  were  good  in 
the  length  of  their  vovages 
of  the   sailors   in   the   African 
inly  long  ones.    There  h 
iderable  actions,  such  as  t 
lalj'iir,  and  others,  in  which  i 
this  trade  were  not  to  be  found 
rable  numbers.  Theconsenueti 
up  this  trade,   in  any  degree, 
throw  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
who  could  carry  it  on   cheaper, 
also    send    our   cnpital    to    Ar 
would  ask  an  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  ' 
whether  he  meant  to  bring  it 


still  1 


that 


Tin 


value  of   I 


manufactures  exported  annually  to  Africa 
was  ubuve  two  millions.  How  much  of  ihis 
gross  amount  would  be  afti-eted  by  this  bill, 
he  could  Dot  pretend  to  sav;  but  certainly 
enough  to  induce  the  house  to  pause,  before, 
»t  such  a  crisis  as  the  present,  they  sacrificed 
it.  Oor  Bast-India  trade  would  be  mate- 
rial lyinju  rod  likewise  by  its  operation, as  like- 
wise our  direct  trade  to  .10  Spanish  Mam. 
which  was  bigMy  proliiable.  What  objeci 
was  attained  by  the  bill  ?  If  the  abolitioi 
of  the  slave  trade,  the  plain  fact  that  as  we 
receded  from  the  trade  the  Americans 
»anc«d  in  it,  would  be  sullicient  to  shew 
the  absurdity  of  the  idea.  Those,  indeed, 
wboprofefsed  tube  the  friends  of  humanity, 
ought  scarcely  to  support  a  bill  which  was 
calculated  to  divert  the  African  trade  into 
•  channel  much  more  injurious  to  the  inte- 
rest* of  humanity,  than  that  in  which  it 
then  was.  The  last  ship  from  Africa  tr 
Carolina  buried  152  slaves  on  her  passage, 
•ad  yet  her  vovage  was  considered  suffici- 
ently profitable.  If  the  bill  passed,  the 
consequent:'.-  would  be,  that  the  m 
•sctuiers  of  Manchester,   Stockport,  and 
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mitted  an  absence  from  their  charges  of  4 
mouths  in  the  year,  curates  should  receive 
a  comfortable  subsistence  for  regularly 
performing  the  duty  of  a  parish  ?  He 
thought  that  it  was  just  rectors  should  be 
told,  you  may  reside  if  you  please,  but  if 
you  chuseto  indulge  in  non- residence,  you 
nu lot  provide  some  person  qualified  to  dis 
charge  the  duty,  with  a  1:0  m  for  table  sub- 
si  stance.  It  had  b***n  said,  that  every  thing 
of  this  kind  should  be  settled  between  the 
rector  and  the  curate,  and  that  the  com- 
pensation from  the  one  to  the  other  should 
be  permitted  to  rind  it«  own  level.  Bui  hi- 
cop. tended  that  this  mercantile  principle 
was  inapplicable  to  this  subject.  The  in- 
terest of  ti:c  public  must  also  be  attended 
to ;  and  it  whs  their  interest  that  paro- 
chial dutv  should  be  well  performed.  It 
was  certain^  •.*■«■  en tial  to  the  proper  per- 
formance ot  that  dutv,  that  the  curate  should 
be  enabled  to  appear  with  some  respecta- 
bility in  his  parish;  and  how  could  he  do 
this,  unless  removed  from  that  state  of  in- 
digence to  which  so  many  of  them  were  con- 
demned ?  He  should  consider  it  as  the 
greatest  toon  which  could  be  granted  to 
the  country,  were  every  parish  to  enjoy 
a  resident  clergyman  of  respectability. 
With  respect  to  the  discretionary  power 
of  bishops,  he  had  no  objection  to  their 
being  imperatively  bound  by  the  act  to  as- 
sign the  due  proportion,  namely,  one- fifth 
of  the  living,  to  the  support  of  the  curate, 
in  the  case  of  non-residence.  He  hoped, 
however,  that  if  gentlemen  considered  the 
importance  of  every  parish  enjoying  a  re- 
siding clergyman,  they  would  not  object  to 
the  bill  going  to  a  committee,  in  which  it 
might  undergo  many  amendments. 

Lord  Porchester  was  astonished  to  hear 
the  learned  gent,  call  on  the  house  to  take 
time  to  consider  of  the  merits  of  the  bill, 
as  in  his  statement  in  bringing  it  in,  he 
had  said,  that  it  contained  nothing  new. 
The  learnedgent.had  expressed  a  wish  that, 
if  possible,  every  curate  should  nave  250/. 
but,  he  believed  he  could  with  truth 
state,  that  the  average  of  the  livings  in 
England  did  not  amount  to  more  than  that 
sum.  Parliament  might  insist  on  the  resi- 
dence of  the  clergy,  but  he  conceived  it 
had  no  more  right  to  dispose  of  their  pro- 
perty than  that  of  any  other  set  of  men. 
The  avowed  object  of  the  bill  was  to  com- 
pel the  residence  of  the  curates  ;  now  it  so 
happened,  that  this  object  was  not  obtain- 
ed. Bishops  had  the  power  of  appointing 
a  curate  when  the  rector  was  absent,  but 


the  public  had  00  sec 
be  done.  The  noble 
the  different  parts  1 
which  he  objected;  a 
ing,  he  would  oppose 
as  he  did  not  think  it 
a  committee.  He  sa 
ought  to  be  made  < 
could  think  of  transfi 
manner  proposed  by 
ed  to  jjiving  a  power 
had  never  failed  to  ei 
whs  within  their  £rasf 
iiility  would  be  impos 
the  inferior  clergy  w 
state  of  servile  depei 
rious  thing  to  degrade 
a  portion  of  the  midi 
pie.  As  to  correctin 
mi t tee,  that  was  imp 
clause  in  it  was  alter 
pass  consistently  wi 
justice. 

Mr.  Ftllovxg  suppc 
he  was  convinced  it 
of  inducing  many  of 
on  their  livings,  and 
every  gentleman  in  f 
justice  of  peace,  win 
a  clergyman  did  not : 
to  the  good  order  and 
The  number  of  parii 
between  11  and  12,0 
there  were  no  residi 
was  an  evil  which 
corrected,  and  he  ho 
allowed  to  go  into  a  1 

Lord  Porchestcr* 
that  the  number  of  ] 
11,6*00.  Of  these  thei 
the  clergymen  rould 
parsonage  houses*  1 
rishes  gave  notice  tha 
there  were  altogeth 
non-resident. 

Mr.  Barham  objc 
likely  to  have  an  eftei 
what  it  proposed.  ] 
ligious  instruction,  I 
minish  the  number  < 
the  strongest  object 
power  of  the  bishoj 
nature  of  things,  t 
clergymen  possessed 
portion  would  they  ea 
Let  curates  be  provit 
except  by  the  injui 
went  to  establish.     1 

Mr.  Wilberforce .  1 


t  men  doing  all  the  duty  ot  parishes,  and 
ot  having  allowances  sufficient  to  exist 
u,  was  an  evil,  die  removal  of  which 
ould  not  it  seems  be  endured.  What 
ould  be  said  it  a  captain  of  a  man  of  war 
hotild  receive  all  the  salary  and  emolu- 
icnts  belonging  to  his  ship,  and,  living 
pon  shore,  should  appoint  a  deputy  to 
erlorm  the  duties  of  the  ship,  at  a  very 
)\\  salary  ?  Could  such  a  practice  be  en- 
ured in  the  present  situation  of  this  coun- 
ry  ?  Yet  such  was  the  case  with  the  non- 
estdent  clergy,  and  shewed  the  effect  of 
ustoin,  and  of  a  habit  which  should  be 
emedied.  i'orthe  further  elucidation  of  this 
abject,  the  lion.  gent,  adverted  to  a  letter 
e  had  that  day  received,  upon  other  busi- 
ess ;  but  in  which  the  case  of  a  poor  curate 
ens  related,  who,  from  indigence,  wasobJi- 
;ed  to  employ  himself  in  weaving  cotton.  It 
fas  truly  lamentable  that  men,  bred  to  such 
,  profession,  should,  by  such  occupations, 
«  under  the  necessity  of  degrading  the 
haracter  of  a  clergyman ;  and  while  ecc- 
lesiastical livings  were  private  property, 
ud  great  and  important  duties  attached 
o  theui,  the  clergy  certainly  should  reu- 
ler  themselves  to  be  respected  by  their 
orishoners;  we  must  not,  therefore,  call 
t  a  violation  of  that  private  property, 
rben  we  endeavour  to  secure  a  resident, 
o  do  the  duty  of  his  parish  with  reve- 
ence,  with  decency,  and  with  respect- 
ibilitv  to  himself,  and  to  the  satisfaction 
.t  hi-  Tidri-.liK.ners.   It  ai.Mn'ared.  tb-.it  while 


The  question  then  would  be,  w 
the  substitute  to  receive  ?  No  8 
was  provided  for  here;  but  a  fin 
be  inflicted  on  the  man  who  did  i 
in  his  parish.     It  was  a  monsti 
ciple  to  enquire  into  all  the  part 
a  man's  property,  (he  did  not  me 
but  that,  in  some  particular  cases 
taxes,   it  might  be  necessary),  a 
what  a  man  was  to  pay  out  of 
perty  to  the  person  whom  he  ei 
The  evil  complained  of  could  no 
moved  without  attacking  pluralities 
cerely  wished  all  the  curates  had  I 
annum,  but  that  the  public  was  s 
able  to  give  them.     He  equally  wi 
abolition  of  pluralities,  and  if  an] 
man  who  was  more  competent  tfc 
self  would  consider  it,  he  thought  i 
laudable,    spirited,    and    practica 
dertaking.      In   the  parish    of  C 
where    he   resided,  the    amount 
rector's  income  was  no  more  than 
year.     According  to  the  provisions 
bill,  the  curate  was  to  have  but  '201, 
and  in  a  parish  next  it,  where  the  c 
not  half  so  great,  the  income   m. 
five  times  as  much.     This  measun 
being  vicious  in  its  principle,  he  wc 
pose  it  in  the  present  stage. 

Lord  Castlereagk  said  he  should 
spare  the  house  the  trouble  of  heai 
gumeiits  which  might  be  applied  wit 
propriety  to  the  bill  when  in  a  com 
hn  did    not  however  a  live  with   ti.t 
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mined  an  absence  from  their  charges  of  4 
months  in  the  year,  curates  should  receive 
a  comfortable  subsistence  for  regularly 
performing  the  duty  of  a  parish  ?  lie 
thought  that  it  was  just  rectors  should  be 
told,  you  may  reside  if  you  please,  but  if 
you  chuseto  indulge  in  n on- residence,  you 
nuiat  provide  some  person  qualified  to  dis 
charge  the  duty,  with  a  comfortable  sub- 
sistence. It  had  been  said,  that  every  thing 
of  this  kind  should  be  settled  between  the 
rector  and  the  curate,  and  that  the  com- 
ptMisation  from  the  one  to  tin1,  other  should 
be  permitted  to  find  it*  own  level.  But  he 
contended  that  this  mercantile  principle 
\ras  inapplicable  to  this  subject.  The  in*. 
terest  of  the  public  must  also  be  attended 
to;  and  it  was  their  interest  that  paro- 
chial duty  should  be  well  performed.  It 
was  curtain  i\  v^ential  to  the  proper  per- 
formanceof  that  dutv, that  the  curate  should 
be  enabled  to  appear  with  some  respecta- 
bility in  his  parish;  and  how  could  he  do 
this,  unless  removed  from  that  state  of  iu- 
di^ence  to.  which  so  many  of  them  were  con- 
demned ?  He  should  consider  it  as  the 
greatest  boon  which  could  be  granted  to 
the  country,  were  every  parish  to  enjoy 
a  resident  clergyman  of  respectability. 
With  respect  to  the  discretionary  power 
of  bishops,  he  had  no  objection  to  their 
being  imperatively  bound  by  the  act  to  as- 
sign the.  due  proportion,  uamely,  one- fifth 
of  the  living,  to  the  support  of  the  curate, 
in  the  case  of  non-residence.  He  hoped, 
however,  that  if  gentlemen  considered  the 
importance  of  every  parish  enjoying  a  re- 
siding clergyman,  they  would  not  object  to 
the  bill  going  to  a  committee,  in  which  it 
might  undergo  many  amendments. 

Lord  Porchester  was  astonished  to  hear 
.the  learned  gent,  call  on  the  house  to  take 
time  to  consider  of  the  merits  of  the  bill, 
as  in  his  statement  in  bringing  it  in,  he 
had  said,  that  it  contained  nothing  new. 
The  learnedgent.had  expressed  a  wish  that, 
if  possible,  every  curate  should  have  250/. 
but,  he  believed  he  could  with  truth 
state,  that  the  average  of  the  livings  in 
England  did  not  amount  to  more  than  that 
sum.  Parliament  might  insist  on  the  resi- 
dence of  the  clergy,  but  he  conceived  it 
had  no  more  right  to  dispose  of  their  pro- 
perty than  that  of  auy  other  set  of  men. 
The  avowed  object  of  the  bill  was  to  com- 
pel the  residence  of  the  curates  ;  now  it  so 
happened,  that  this  object  was  not  obtain- 
ed. Bishops  had  the  power  of  appointing 
a  curate  when  the  rector  was  absent,  but 


the  public  had  do  i 
be  done.  The  not 
the  different  parti 
which  he  objected; 
ing,  he  would  oppu 
as  he  did  not  think 
a  committee.  He 
ought  to  be  made 
could  think  of  trar 
manner  proposed  1 
ed  to  giving  a  powi 
had  never  failed  to 
was  within  their  ,gr? 
hility  would  beimf 
the  inferior  clergy- 
state  of  servile  dq 
rious  thing  to  degn 
a  portion  of  the  m 
pie.  As  to  correc 
mittee,  that  was  it 
clause  in  it  was  all 
pass  consistently . 
justice. 

Mr.  FtHovxssu] 
he  was  convinced 
of  inducing  many 
on  their  livings,  i 
every  gentleman  ii 
justice  of  peace,  i 
a  clergyman  did  i* 
to  the  good  order  i 
The  number  of  pi 
between  11  and  1! 
there  were  no  rei 
was  an  evil  whic 
corrected,  and  be 
allowed  to  go  into 

Lord  P  archest* 
that  the  number  < 
11,600.  Of  these  t 
the  clergymen  ron 
parsonage  houses* 
rishes  gave  notice 
there  were  altogi 
non-resident. 

Mr.  Barham  c 
likely  to  have  an  t 
what  it  proposed, 
ligious  instruction 
minish  the  numbe 
the  strongest  ob< 
power  of  the  bii 
nature  of  things, 
clergymen  posses* 
portion  would  the; 
Let  curates  be  pn 
except  by  the  ii 
went  to  establish, 

Mr.  Wilbtrfon 
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r.d  to  the  principle  of  it,  wtiic 
a  coroutine?   could 
principle  was  bad,  because  it 
public  interest  in  view.     It  »* 
lu*  stipend  of  a  curate  not  col 
vith  his  public  duty,  but  with  i 
i>f  bis  employer.     No  regard  \ 
the  duty  or   ihs  performance 
merely  to  the  property  of  hie 
Kvcry   man  wished  thai  clergy 
reside  on  their  livings  ;  but  a*  I 
rulities  existed,  that  could  iiev. 
The  question  then  would  be, 
i iii.1  substitute  to  receive?  No 
was  provided  for  here ;  but   a   I 
be  icillicted  on  the  man  who  dk 
in  his  parish.     It  was  a  nions 
ciple  to  enquire  into  all  the  pa 
a  man's  property,  <he  did  not  n 
but  that,  in  sonio  particular  ca* 
taxes,   it  might  be  necessary), 
what  a   wan  w«  to  pay  out  o 
perty  to   the  person  whom  he 
The  evil  complained  of  could  ■ 
inoved  without  attacking  pluralili 
corah*  wished  all  the  curates  hoc 
annum,  but  that  the  public  was 
able  to  give  them.     He  equally  t 
abolition  of  pluralities,  and  if  a 
man  who  was  more   competent 


that  thti  bill  was  to  experience  any  oppo- 
xillun,  as  il  was  one  which  went  to  provide 
*  suitable  main  ten  a  me  lor  a  man  who  per- 
formed the  duties  of  religion  out  of  tile 
profits  of  bun  who  did  no  duly  for  them. 
There  were  certain  evils  in  society  which 
•owe  to  long  endured  that  they  hMMW-j  in 

when  any  a!  tempts  were  made  to  remove 
theui,  we  were  apt  to  say,  that  the  saint 
would  be  fruitless.  Such  was  now  the 
ease  with  regard  to  the  clergy.  The  evil 
of  men  doing  all  the  duly  at  ptfrMMB)  and 
having  allowances  sutticieiit  to  exist 
was  an  evil,  the  removal  of  which 
Id  not  it  seems  be  endured.  What 
would  be  said  H  a  captain  of  a  UHrttof  war 
should  leceive  all  the  salary  and  emolu- 
ments belonging  to  his  ship,  and.  living 
upon  I OD I •,  should  appoint  a  deputy  to 
perionii  the  duties  Of  the  ship,  ut  a  very 
low  salary  t  Could  such  a  practice  be  en- 
dured in  the  present  siiuation  ol'  this  coun- 
ts Vet  such  was  ttie  case  wilii  the  non- 
ul  clergy,  and  shewed  the  effect  ol 
cuatom,  and  of  a  habit  which  should  be 
urihe  further  elucidation  of  thie 
•object,  the  hon.  gent  advened  lo  a  letter 
that  day  received,  upon  other  busi- 
utin  which  the  case  of  a  poor  curate 

was  truly  lamentable  that  men,  bred  to  such 
■  proles iiou,  should,  by  such  occupations, 
be  under  the  necessity  of  degrading  the 
character  oi  a  clergyman;  and  white  ec- 
clesiastical livings  were  private  property, 
and  great  and  important  duties  attached 
to  them,  the  clergy  certainly  should  ren- 
der themselves  to  Le  respected  by  theii 
pariahoneis;  we  must  not,  therefore,  cal 
violation  ol  that  private  property, 
we  endeavour  lo  secure  a  resident, 
to  do  the  duty  of  his  parish  with  reve- 
■,  with  decency,  aud  with  respect- 
ability  lo  himself,  and  to  the  satisfaction 
•wl  liu  parishioners.  It  appeared,  that  while 
ftutlemeii  un  the  other  side  talked  of  the 
■mrdslnps  tins  measure  would  put  upo 

ranJ    vicar*,  ihey    forgot   the  ca 
poor  ball-starved  curate  wiih  ins  large 
family.     For  thcoe  reasons,   therefore,  and 
fading  the  great   importance  of  the 
ware, acid  the  benefits  «  Inch  must  arise  from 
the  public  at  large,  be   gave  the  bill 
est  hearty  concurrence. 
Secretary  /or  first  objected  to  t 
Recount  of  the   enormous  power 
give  the  bishops.     He  also  objei 


lu 


where  he  resided,  the  amoui 
rector's  income  was  no  more  lb 
year.  According  to  the  provisio 
bill,  the  curate  was  to  have  but  -Zi 
and  in  a  parish  next  it,  where  tint 
not  half  so  jireat,  the  income 
five  times  as  much.  This  meas1 
being  vicious  in  its  principle,  he 
pose  it  in  the  present  stage. 

Lord  CoitUitagh  said  he  shou 
spare  the  house  the  trouble  of  h 
gumeuts  which  might  be  applied 
propriety  to  the  bill  when  in  act 
he  did  not  however  agree  with 
meut  urged  by  tho  right  hon.  gel 
the  bill,  who  had  urged  it  on  the 
the  bill  could  not  apply  in  ail  casi 
ui  bis  opinion,  right  to  apply  the 
cases  in  which  it  could  be  appln 
was  no  objection  to  the  bill  tba 
not  be  carried  into  efiect  in  ever) 
It  appeared  to  him,  that  all  Hi 
which  had  been  alleged  ngltni 
were  chiefly  of  a  nature  whivb  c 
to  the  principle  «i  it.  but  alums' 
ciple  of  any  bill  which  l..u  tor 
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the  regulation  of  this  subject.  Tbii  bill 
did  not  give  to  the  bishop  so  much  power 
as  the  former  bill,  which  was  now  the  law, 
for  by  that  bill  the  bishop  bad  the  power 
•f  giving  the  whole  of  the  rectory  to  the 
curate  up  to  the  extent  of  7 5L  a  year; 
whereas  by  this  bill,  no  more  could  be  given 
in  any  case  than  the  one-fifth  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  rectory. 

Mr.  Alexander  was  against  the  bill  as  a 
partial  measure ;  whereas,  if  any  thing  was 
done  at  all  in  this  matter,  the  whole  of  it 
should  be  taken  up  on  a  broad  and  general 
principle.  Pluralities  and  all  other  abuses 
should  be  considered,  if  the  subject  was  to 
come  under  legislative  consideration.— The 
house  then  divided,  when  there  appeared : 
For  the  second  reading,  13;  Against  it,  25. 
Majority  against  the  bill  13.  It  was  con- 
sequently lost. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  April  28. 

[Impeachment  of  Lord  Melville.] 
Lord  Auckland  moved,  that  this  house  do 
strictly  prohibit  and  forbid  any  publication 
whatever  of  the  Trial  of  lord  Melville,  du- 
ring the  continuance  of  the  same ;  and  that 
notices  of 'such  order  be  posted  up  on  the 
doors  of  this  house,  and  on  the  doors  of 
Westminster  Hall. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  asked  if  there  was 
any  precedent  for  such  a  motion  ? 

Lord  Auckland  replied  in  the  negative ; 
but  argued  that  such  a  regulation  was  cal- 
led for  by  reason  and  justice.  He  advert- 
ed to  the  instances  of  speeches,  or  proceed- 
ings, for  2  or  3  days  successively,  namely, 
on  one  side  of  the  question,  and  in  sup- 
port of  the  charges,  without  the  other  party 
having  an  opportunity  of  urging  a  tittle  in 
his  defence  against  such  allegations.  He 
would  put  it  to  their  lordships,  and  appeal 
to  the  whole  house,  whether  it  were  fit 
that  partial  publications  of  the  proceedings 
should  go  abroad  in  that  manner  ?— The 
motion  being  read  from  the  woolsack, 

Lord  Eldon,  according  to  his  conception 
of  the  motion,  as  he  heard  it  read,  thought 
tuch  an  order  would  go  to  the  prohibition 
of  the  trial  being  published  altogether, 
even  after  its  conclusion ;  which,  he  seemed 
to  think,  could  not  be  what  was  intended. 
He*  however,  highly  approved  of  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  the  prohibition  proceed- 
ed, and  he  lamented  the  partial  publica- 
tion of  trials,  as  frequently  practised  with 
respect  to  the  courts  below.  He  was  sorry 
to  say,  that  he  was  old  enough  to  have 


i,  in  his  time, 
from  that  practice ; 
luded  to  the  case  oi 
He  therefore  appn 
proposed ;  it  wou 
which  might  afford 
be  deemed  guilty,  i 
after  hearing  the  w 
lordships'  judgment 
establish  the  innoci 

Lord  Hawkcibur 
cence  in  the  princ 
noble  and  learned 
ceived  the  effect  o 
to  prohibit  the  put 
together,  he  tboug 
be  introduced  ther 
to  a  prohibition  dii 
the  trial. 

The  Lord  Cham 
might  be  owing  to 
the  motion,  that  tl 
into  such  a  suppi 
words  in  the  mo 
adverted  to,  and  hi 
necessary  to  the  he 
house,  that  such  a 

The  Duke  of  Ni 
words  on  the  occi 
the  impracticabili 
which  should  train 
going  forth.— The 
and  the  motion  ag 
ships,  and  ordered 
port  of  the  commt 
late  the  ceremoni 
taken  into  farthe 
duke  of  Norfolk, 
Hawkesbury,  were 
In  respect  to  the  oN 
different  peers  of  p 
at  Westminster-haL 
that  the  regulation 
of  impeachment  si 
On  the  motion  of  \ 
the  report  which  i 
giving  judgment,  « 
deration  till  a  futui 

HOUSE  < 

Monda 
[Impeachment 
The  Speaker  stated, 
appointed  for  the  t 
lord  viscount  Melvi 
the  house  precisely 
attendance  of  the  I 
take  the  chair  at  a  qi 
then  give  orders  t< 
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clear  the  passages,  and  to  summon  the 
member*.  At  half  pKst  ten,  the  managers 
•  I  the  impeachment  would  go  forth  and 
take  their  places  at  the  bar.  The  num- 
bers Mould  then  be  called  over  by  counties, 
■nrf  proceed  accordingly. 

p*citK»fcD  Pay  of  the  Xavy.]  Mr. 
V*usittnrt  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
furmtinti'r  of  supply,  for  granting  addi- 
tional pav  lu  the  navy.  On  the  question 
'  tag  pot,  that  the  resolution  be  read  a 
W  time, 

f  .or.l  Gerties  rose,  not  to  oppose  the  re- 

•oluliotl,  BUI,   as  (he  noble   bird  who  hud 

hronglit  thin  question  before  the  bouse  bad 

[pressed  his  readiness   to   listen   with   at- 

RM  to  whatever  should  be  said  on  the 

f,  lo  prtrpose  some  considerations  by 

My  of  amendment  to  this  measure.     He 

pr«vfid  of  the  intention  on  the  part  of 

-  htjblfl  ford  to  ameliorate  the  situation 

f' those*  era  pi  cyrtl  in  the  naval   service; 

1   felt    higldv  gratified  by  the    attention 

I  noble  lord' bad   given  to  the  subject ; 

t  hi-  was  disposed    to   go  somewhat   fur- 

rr,  nnrl  thought,    that   two  amendments 

•  had  lo  propose  would  render  still   more 

lete"  the  system  of  entdttragement  and 

ration  proposed  by  the  noble  lord. 

!  first  amendment  he  would  propose, 


their  juniors  in  point  of  service,  be  allowed 
U.  per  dav  above  the  ordinary  pay  of 
neuter  ants."  He.  proposed,  that  those  ha- 
iring b  yean  <eni..rtv  -.hould be  admitted 
to  this  distinction,  Tl.-  aduilionul  et pence 
»otird  not  I"  tbo*#  5  or  SI.  a  day,  which 
M  b  trifling  rottsideratioB  in  comparison 
i.f  the  actf-wAgr-i  t)i..t,  in  In-  optoioa, 
*oulribe<kr.-.Milr.,mit.  Tin  M  ttaaw  &. 
wnt  he  had  ■■  |  •  .        n     ee%ai  the  pcttj 

JMblc  lord  had  ttattd  his  ii.tctition  to  in- 
CTB»se  their  number.  Tins  however,  be 
thought,  would  introduce  considerable  m- 
dbtwenience.  Instead  of  augnienting  the 
namberof  the  present  rla--  of  petty  officers, 
"  would  be  better  to  intfodnce  a  new  class, 
tto  make  that  (Wiiption  of  men,  so 
"nton  board  a  ship,  and  known  by  the 
i  of  quarter. gunners,  rank  with 
rtty  officers,  giving  tbroi  li,  per  day 
ntHtion  to  their  present  pay.  There 
ftfrg'feerif rally  to  every  four  gum:  the 
Witit<n  .1  evpeu've.  even'iu  a  tirst  rale, 
1  lefv  inconsiderable.  There  was 
Vol.  VI.  ' 


SOC— increased  Pay  cf  Ihe  K 

another  description  of  searr 
whom  a  sufficient  encourage ("i 
held  out  in  money  ;  be  would  t 
commend  that  the  Greenwich  < 
in  case  of  their  deaths,  be  held 
widows,  orphans,  or  mother), 
be  an  inducement  to  them  to  re 
service,  and  would  make  up,  in 
sure,  for  their  small  pay.  In  tl 
lions  he  had  made,  bis  lords! 
wish  tu  be  understood  as  tllrJl 
inclination  to  oppose  ministe 
contrary  he  had  communicated 
lord  of  the  admiralty  alt  the  o, 
he  bad  now  stated,  as  w*ll  at  t 
former  night,  previously  to  tin 
being  laid  before  the  house, 
reuce,  be  thought,  was  bflcdiirttl 
fessionai  man,  and  due  on  alloi 
a  first  lord  of  the  admiralty.  A 
that  be  was  not  disposed  to  urge 
tion  in  opposition  to  ministers, 
tallied  any  wish  to  embarrass  the 
on  a  former  occasion,  declined  i 
thanks  of  the  bouse  to  sir  David 
sir  H.  l'opham,  when  be  found 
sition  contrary  to  the  inciiiialior 
ters,  though  he  thought  those  n 
ofhecrs  bad  deserved  very  high 
country.  The  noble  lord  then  wi 


resolution,  granting  his  majest 
sum.  This  grant  might  either 
ved  of,  or  the  resolution  might 
out,  but  it  could  admit  of  no  t 
If  the  sum  was  granted.it  must 
the  disposal  of  the  crown. 

Lord  Havick  was  of  opinion 
onh  mode  of  proceeding  piopi 
noble  lord,  if  he  persisted  in  I 
menis  he  had  adverted  to,  would 
p..-e  new  estimates,  agretablv 
terations  he  wished  to  introduce. 
in  high  terms  of  the  candour  of 
lord,  and  could  not  suspect  him 
to  oppose  ministers,  except 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  do  so. 
return  thanks  to 'the  noble  lord  f 
gestiuns  with  which  he  had  turn 
and  bad  given  them  all  cossidt 
fore  he  had  laid  the  subject  1 
house.  In  the  proposttioui  In:  hi 
fore  the  buuSe,  however,  be  bad 
without  communications  from 
naval  authorities,  from  which  i 
he  certainly  did  not  exclude 
lord,  though  he  had  thought  it 

20 
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the  regulation  of  this  subject.  This  bill 
did  not  give  to  the  bishop  so  much  power 
as  the  former  bill,  which  was  now  the  law, 
for  by  that  bill  the  bishop  had  the  power 
•f  giving  the  whole  of  the  rectory  to  the 
curate  up  to  the  extent  of  75/.  a  year; 
whereas  by  this  bill,  no  more  could  be  given 
in  any  case  than  the  one-fifth  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  rectory. 

Mr.  Alexander  was  against  the  bill  as  a 
partial  measure ;  whereas,  if  any  thing  was 
done  at  all  in  this  matter,  the  whole  of  it 
should  be  taken  up  on  a  broad  and  general 
principle.  Pluralities  and  all  other  abuses 
should  be  considered,  if  the  subject  was  to 
come  under  legislative  consideration.— The 
house  then  divided,  when  there  appeared : 
For  the  second  reading,  13;  Against  it,  *Jj.  ; 
Majority  against  the  bill  13.  It  was  cud-  ' 
sequently  lost. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  April  28. 

[Impeachment  of  Lord  Mf.i.yu 
Lord  Aucklmnd  moved,  that  this  hm  - 
strictly  prohibit  and  forbid  any  pul>!.< 
whatever  of  the  Trial  of  lord  Mtl\  i .'. 
ring  the  continuance  of  the  same  ;  <.-. 
notices  of  such  order  be  posted 
doors  of  this  house,  and  on  the 
Westminster  Hall. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  askeii  if : 
any  precedent  for  such  a  mo  tin,  : 

Lord  Auckland  replied  in  tin    : 
but  argued  that  such  a  regulative 
led  for  by  reason  and  justice.     1  i 
ed  to  the  instances  of  speeches.    • 
ings,  for  %  or  3  days  buccessiv.   . 
on  one  side  of  the  question,  i 
port  of  the  charges,  without  u;".  -: 
having  an  opportunity  of  u: l\k< 
his  defence  against  such  alien  *i 
would  put  it  to  their  lorcshm*   \ 
to  the  whole  house,   whr^n-    » 


hi 
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y  principle  of  jq 

■  i^ners  ought  U 

:ice  of  its  protect! 
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cuhy  in   the  oottecj 

.  would  not  be  easy  I 

really  belonged  tofi 

y\  r.  Hustusom  sak 

•  withdraw  their  mo* 
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that  partial  publications  of    ■■;  i  ■■:•' 

should  go  abroad  in  th«; 

motion  being  read  from  t.i..     .v  ■■ .-.  ..->e-;in   the  Irish    bank? 

Lord  Eldon,  according  tf.  »*■ ?  '■•-'  •    :<  ier  j  funds.— The 
of  the  motion,  as  be  hi  irri  ■*:  ■-•  n-,   :■■■  ;>ru-  *      [A$ 
tuch  an  order  wouid  jo  t«»    •*  u  j-:  iin.Tly   anc1  *" 
of    the  trial  beinc  ;v.;« I «*;»■= -•-    «.•  ih;- tax. 
even  after  its  ccr.ciufi  ■■■•  ■  ■**  *■• 
to  think,  could  no*.  b<  "*:;  « 
He,  however,  h^hiv  ar  \w 
ciple  upou  which  :h^   •»- 
ed,  and  he  i.uvter.tr 
tiou  of  trials.  ;-s :-  «»•  J 
respect  to  the  cc  ^rt«    -*1 
to  sav,  ihdr.  iic  w  l   •  ■ 


I  ilsal  dc- 

]ie  funds 

iad< 
u 

i 


;  but  that  bcene,  if  it  were  possible  for 
■>  forgot  it,  will  not  be  forgotten  or 
en  by  the  dihpassiouate  and  thinking. 
•f  the  peopleol  Kngland;  or  the  injury, 
atone  of  the  representatives  sustained, 
;  in  the  act  of  briumii"  forward  their 
,  certainly  no  caiibe  of  my  own ; 
.  endeavouring  to  bring  to  condign 
hment,  a  delinquent  most  powerfully 
*ted,  and  whose  profusion,  whose 
.*agancc,    whose   corruption,    prodi- 

and  waste,  have  grievously  added, 
ill  still  add  greatly  to  the  burthens 
i  people  of  this  country;  but,  sir, 
obleman  cannot  now  escape,  and  had 
ven  sanctuary  in  the   bosom,  instead 

house  of  the  premier  of  England, 
tbat,  sir,  could  not  now  secure  him 
the  hand  of  justice. — It  has  been 
sir,  I  do  not  know  for  what  put- 
or  for  what  end,  that  I  came  into  this 

purposely  to  accuse  the  marquis  of 
felev;  I  do  not  think  itncces&arv  either 
lit  or  clenv  the  fact;  but,  if  such  was 
otive,    I   can   only   say,    that  it  was 

more  disinterested  than  generally 
is  in  these  days  of  corruption  ;  but, 
tiring  the  quarter  from  which  the 
t  proceeded  (from  Mr.  Wellesley  Pole) 
le  tone,  temper,  and  gesticulation 
ver  unparliamentary  in  which  it  was 
'ed),  I  appreciate  the  observations 
ight ;  but  if  such  a  motive  could  be 
Hiable,  1  appeal  to  the  house  and  to 
filir  to  (\t-f\(\i.    })Hl\v«jrn    t  1 1  v  nioti\e>I 


to  speeches  in  parliament,  but  p; 

circulated  out  of  doors,  with  tin 

the  author  ?     No,  sir  ;  no  friem 

Welleslcy's  has  dared  to  questioi: 

I  allude  to,  or  to  desire   the   h 

and  '2^ directors,  to  substantiates 

or   to    retract   declarations    so 

urged. — The  conduct  of  the  marq 

leblev  's  friends  is  particularly  des 

notice.     Whilst  facts  are  assertec 

proofs  are  called  for,  but  not  actu 

duced,  they  pretend  to  court  enq 

are  clamorous  for  investigation ;  I 

transactions  are  described  as   ur 

iniquitous ;    when    acts   are    ass< 

having  originated  iu  fraud,   and  e 

murder;  when  the  papers  are  proi 

substantiate  the  facts;  to  what  shift 

friends  of  the  marquis  of  Wellesley 

Thcv  are  indignant  at  accusation  : 

quietly  under  the  proofs  adduced 

motions   of  the   treasurer  of  the 

have  they  presumed  to  question  t 

gations  of  Mr.  Sheridan  ?     No  ;  bu 

one  part  of  the  administration  are 

up   the  marquis  as  a  profound  stal 

and  the  treasurer  of  the  navy  depict 

as  a  great  state  delinquent,  the  r 

and  friends  of  lorJ  Wellesley   are 

upon  me  to  be  brief  iu  my  accu 

whilst  the  crimes  committed  in  tl 

natic,   and  the  charges  of   Mr.   . 

and  Mr.  Sheridan  are  allowed  to  p 

noticed,  un refuted,  unattempted  to 

tradietftl. — Hut.  to  return  to  the  Kn 
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nay.  'inpea*  lv.ible.     The  relatives  of  lord  1  lament  the  proceedii 
Welle- h-v  will  nut,  of  course,  listen  much   — Th«  shout  of  the 


to  what  1  recommend  ;  but  England  expects 
decency  hum  them  at  least,  and  that,  until 
lord  Wc.llcalfty  is  declared  unimpeachable, 
by  a  vote  of  this  hous-e,  the  person  at  lea-t 
who  is  mi  much  implicated  in  certain  of  his 
j;rorhi(j;:jgs,  will   not  in  future,  by  an  ill- 
timed    declaration    of    innocence,    or    by 
threat.**  as  contemptible  as    they  are  ridi- 
culous, attempt  to  blander,  sir,  the  person 
to   whum   he   cannot   impute  any  motives 
but  those  of  a  public  nature,  appearing  as 
the  public  accuser  of  a  man  covered  with 
crimes,  and  whom,  if  possible,  I  am  deter- 
mined  tu  prosecute  to  conviction. —  It  is 
paiulul  to    revert  to  what  passed  upon  a 
former  occasion,  but  the  word*  made  use 
of  by  the  right  lion,  secretary  of  state  (Mr. 
Fox)    cannot   pass   without    observation ; 
I  can  tell  the  right  hon.  secretary,  that  his 
words  have  only  excited,  in  my  breast,  sen- 
timents of  sorrow  upon  his  account ;  and 
haung  no  wish  to  irritate,  where  it  would 
be  policy  to  conciliate,  1  beg  leave  to  tell 
liim  that  his  threat  of  "  peril"  was  as  in- 
judicious as  it  was  unexpected.    But,  sir, 
were  I  to  throw  down  the  brief  of  the 
peoj  \v  of  England,   the  house   must  pro- 
ceed on  the  charge,  and  the  proof  I  have 
brought  before  them  ;  and  it  will  be  from 
no  fear  of  the  threat  of  the  foreign  secre- 
tary, if  I  give  him  and  the  house  the  repose 
be  so  much  desires  and  implores. — It  has 
been   stated  by  some  gentlemen,   but   by 
none  so  particularly  and  so  pointedly,  as 
by  the  right  hon,  the   rescinder  of  the  for- 
mer vote  of  this  house  (Mr.  Sheridan)  for 
printing  of  the   charge  against  lord  Wel- 
lealey,   that  I  had  adopted  a  proceeding 
novel,  unprecedented,  extraordinary,  and, 
1  believe,  he  said,  improper.     Now,   sir,  1 
appeal  to  you  and   to  the  house,  and  re- 
quest attention  to  the  mode  of  proceeding. 
It  was,  I  maintain,  neither  novel,  or  un- 
precedented ;  extraordinary  or   improper, 
it   was  constitutional,   it  was  fair,  it  was 
cons  Ment  with  former  usages;  it  was  the 
only  course  of  proceeding  that  1  was  warrant- 
ed iu  adopting,   under  the  circumstances 


of  the  case  ;   and  had  gentlemen  been  as 


re.ulv  to  *ct  me  riuht  as  to  take  advantage 
of  a  trifling  en  or  of  mine,  (not  being  per- 
Krtly  at  tiua. tiled  with  the  tactics  of  this 
hous-A  1  should  have  been  saved  much 
trouble,  and  the  house  would  have  been 
spared  ihe  s  ei  e  it  witnessed  last  Tuesday. 
But  I  have  escaped  un  urtjand  perhaps 
oij.ers  niav  hereafter  (the  accused  noble- 
man  I  »""  '*"!  will)  U?''    tc        )H  to 


(lord  Temple)  on  tr. 
cry  with  the  right  In 
board  of  controul  ( 
in  consequence  of  a 
remembered,  will,  if 
ra<  ter  of  the  Engli 
ihouhg  they  may  noi 
and  bitterest  sorrow 
will  be.  taughtnotto 
have  lied,  until  the 
As  to  precedents,  tl 
decioedly  in  my  tavi 
Denby,  lord  Coning 
charges  were  laid  up 
proceeding  in    eac' 
papers  moved  for 
the  facts.  What,  I  as 
my  mode  of  procee 
precedents,  I  maiut 
alone,  is  suflicient 
this  house  to  bring 
peach  men  t.     Such 
nion  of  Mr.  Hat  sell 
stitutioual  writer  u| 
do  not  ask  the  hous 
proof.     I  shall  read 
upon   this  subject, 
page, — (here   Air, 
from  Hat  sell,  whiol 
port  ot  his  assertion 
of  sir  Elijah  Impey 
^ud  precisely  in  poi 
some   length,    the 
without  any  previoi 
upon  the  table  agaii 
was  ordered  to  be  p 
members.     So  mu< 
having   put  myself 
the  house  upon   tr. 
matter  of  indiftere 
whether  the.  churgi 
or  not.     I  shall  nov 
proof  on  which  I  mi 
right  hon.  secretary 
der,  and  of  every  fri 
that  I  am  eu titled  1 
of  this  paper  as  a  m 
I  have  that  right  c 
nied,    that   if  any 
house,  (without  any 
tained  in  the  chargi 
the   facts,  I   say  J 
object  I    have  in  l 
was    entitled    to 
charge;    but  I 
have   aoojjter^ 


uchned,  to  ground  a  new  ami  spe- 
niuinal  charge  upon  them.  I  ask 
use  to  recollect,  in  what  nuiuner  the 
was  obtained  which  induced  the 
to  adduce  the  additional  article  of 
;hment  against  lord  MelviJlt*  ?  They 
bUtined  puilecUy  accidentally  by  the 
ers,  ami  in  a  maimer  somewhat  ob- 
ittble.  The  documouls,  however, 
net!  in  No.  8,  of  tbe  India  papers, 
txu  produced  upon  my 
r  tile  express  purpose  of  criminating 
at  governor-general.  In  the  article 
rge  I  have  inserted  various  breaches 
law .  t.iii-  total  and  entire  lailure  upon 
trtof  ihe  ilasl-lndiaCo.,  of  theeu- 
cms  made  to  the  public  when  they 
«d  their  charter.  1  have  stated 
a  disobedienc*  of  orders  along 
k-iolatnme  of  the  Uw,  complete  p 
sui  li    allegations   are  contained 


ol  lorn  weiieaiey,  tie  ot.iumc 
England  in  specie  to  tue 
nearly  4,000,000/ ;  that  during 
period  he drew upon  l-iugbndforj 
be  unlawfully  seined  large  si 
mouey  destined  for  China,  in  di 
sition  to  the  orders  of  tin:  court 
;ors;  that  by  laUe  representee 
Votn  the  super-cargoes  i 
large  sums  destined  for 
cial  purpose?;  that  the  sums  so 
at  iin  enormous  ex pence  to  the 
instead  of  applying  the  in  for  the 
tu  which  he  represeuied  be  *u 
priale  them,  Mr.  Pau.ll  said  tta*} 
expended  on  the  college,  tbe  be 
the  government  bouse,  for  lh# 
s_plundour,andfortheaclu&lexpn 
j{Overa«-geMMl  himself.  Out  ] 
i'r.'in  (lie  papers  be  begged  leave 
tin.- house,  which  would  shew  whati 

purs  now  upon  the   table.     1  confess   doe  to  the  assertions  of  the  late  , 

i  isy  1 1  ileu  lion,  ou  these  papers,  to  (general,  who, in  the  close  of  th 

made   (i  motion    for    a   select  coui- 

| ;  bat  in  an  interview  thai  1  had  with 

ghl   boo.  the   secretary  of  slate,   he 

various  reasons  to  me  against  such  a 

idlng:   the  strougesl    however,    was, 

k  would  oppose  it.     1   had    therefore 

tentative,   but  dropping  the  cause  m 

thbc  and    ol  justi;?,  or  pursuing  the 

1 1  have  adopted.  1  shall   not  trouble 

inn:  with  a  detail  of   nil    the  papers 

wmd  in  No.  8  ;  they  however  contain 
proof  ol  eight  of  the  alleaations, 


be, 

represented  the  finances  as  moat  ft 
public  credit  higher  than  ever  it  w 
before,  and  that  in  fact 
require  uo  further  aid  from  Engla 
letter,  Mr.  i'uull  said,  was  dated 
I £00,  addressed  to  the  supfr-c 
China;  the  paragraph  was  in  the) 
"  Unless  early  relief  be  allWd* 
tinances  of  India  by  a  large  suppl 
liuu,  the  public  credit  will  sulfer 
tment   in  India  for  the  pre* 


xh.bit 


d  ofe 


sry  pru 


of  truth  and  honour;  they  * 
er  instance  of  what  talent  was  rcdu- 
j,  after  iujijuiiy,  oppression,  an 
e  had  become  familiar  to  (be  bin 
!  marouis  of  Wellcslcy.— Mr.  Paull 
very  much  at  large  into  the  financial 
political  situation  of  India.  When 
A'ellesley  look  charge  of  the  govern- 
in  jgttS,  the  debt  he  then  stated  U 
been  little  more  than   11,000 ,"00/. 


t  he  able 


I   of 


agau 


ide  ibe  i 

lot  the 
consequence  of  Ibis  i 
tilt  ion  he  obtained  from  the  supe) 
125,000/.  at  an  expence  to  tbe  < 
of  upwards  of  12,000/.  and  which 
of  retaining  for  tbe  defence  of  I 
squandered  in  ibe  shameful  nianm 
in  the  charge.  Mr.  Paul!  couc 
long  speech  by  a  picture  of  India  * 
Wclleslcy  was  superseded  by  Ion 
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wallis.      Notwithstanding,    said    he,    the 
bills  thus  drawn,  the  specie  remitted,  and 
the  supplies  obtained  from  China,  in  con- 
sequence of  false   and   fraudulent   repre- 
sentations,   and   in  violation  of  law,  the 
debt  exceeded   31,000,000/.;   .5,000,000/. 
more  were  to  be  provided   fur   the  next 
year;  loans  were  open  all  over  India;  the 
treasury  empty ;  and,  in  consequence  of  the 
profuse,  extravagant,  reprehensible,  and  il- 
legal expenditure  of  the  public  money,  lord 
Cornwallis  was  forced  once  more  to  seize 
upon  the  treasures  destined  for  China. — 
So  much  for  the  finances.     And  as  to  the 
political  situation  of  India,  we  were  at  war 
with  Holkar ;  not  certainly  at  peace  with 
Scindia ;  a  confederacy  forming  to  drive  us 
from   India;  and  the  universal  estrange- 
ment of  all  descriptions  of  the  natives — the 
consequence,  said  Mr.  Paull,  of  the  system 
of  lord  Wellesley:  a  system  of  iniquity,  of 
oppression,  and  blood  ;  adopted  on  his  ar- 
rival, and   pursued,  undeviatingly,   until, 
fortunately  for  mankind,  the  arrival  of  lord 
Cornwallis  drove  him    from   Asia. — Mr. 
Paull  moved,  "  that  the  charge   be  now 
printed  ;"  which  motion  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  Martin,  the  member  for  Tewkesbury. 
Dr.  Laurence  said,  that  whatever  might 
have  been  heretofore  his  opinion  touching 
the  propriety  of  printing  the  charges,  be- 
fore all  the  evidence  in  support  of  them 
was  laid  on  the  table,  from  what  he  had 
heard  this  night  from  the  lion.  gent,  who 
had  just  sat  down,  he  must  second  his  mo- 
tion, and  support  him  if  he  persisted  in  it. 
At  the  same  time  he  begged  leave  to  sub- 
mil  it  to  his  own  discretion,  whether  it  might 
not  better  answer  his  purpose,  and  less  ex- 
cite opposition,  if  he  were  to  postpone  his 
motion  for  a  few  days,  until  the  whole  of 
the    papers,  in    support  of   the   charges, 
should  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Paull  said,  it  would  be  useless  for 
him  to  postpone  a  motion  now,  which  he 
should  feel  himself  again  under  the  neces- 
sity of  pressing  upon  the  house,  in  the 
course  of  a  day  or  two. 

The  Marquis  of  Douglas  said,  he  la- 
mented his  not  being  in  the  house  on  the 
former  discussion,  when  he  thought  the 
house  had  not  very  properly  rescinded  the 
order  it  had  before  made  lor  the  printing 
of  the  charge.  It  was  true,  that  the  charge 
rested  at  present  upon  little  more  than  the 
assertion  of  an  hon.  member,  who,  though 
unsupported  and  unprotected,  made  no 
motion  which  the  proceedings  of  the  house 
did  not  tolerate  ;  but  at  present  it  was  no 


more  than  a  dead  le 

per  to   revive  or  ai 

charges  printed,  in 

house  fairly  to  judge 

ber  of  that  house,  a 

honourable  feelings, 

public  cause  of  the  j 

the  Empire  at  large, 

ber  was  not  only  un 

raged,  he  felt  hinise 

bringing  this  bnsiue 

make  a  great  imprei 

and  that  house  ought 

consequence  must  be 

tertain  or  consider  th 

lately,  he  said,  been 

than  he   did  before, 

affairs  in  India;  and 

tigation  was,  that  hi 

nistration,  many  grei 

which,  instead  of  as 

this  country,  must  nc 

to  it ;  and  in  fact,  w< 

cing  money  as  a  loai 

was  therefore  a  com 

the  people  of  Engl 

wealth  to  a  foreign  c 

not  properly  taken  ca 

opinion  given  some  ti 

gent.  :vMr.  Francis), 

that  house  would  sooi 

finances  ofthis  count] 

ses  of  India.      The  i 

barrassment  to  whict 

were  brought,  shewe 

gangrene  somewhere, 

probed,  and  the  dang 

ated,    which  brought 

empire  to  the  brink 

ruin  was  complete,  an 

ged  the  country  into  I 

he  considered  India, 

taught  to  view  as  al 

sing  child  of  the  pare 

hausted  by  disease,  cl 

of  the  mother  counti 

tract  the  last  drop  of 

to  prevent  its  own  disi 

Mr.  Sheridan  obse 

gent.,  in  renewing  b: 

had   expressed  a  ho 

not  meet,  from  certai 

petition  of  the  harsh  t 

perienced  on  a  forme: 

some  loss  to  understai 

hon.  member  made  t 

sure  that  nothing  of  i 

would  have  been  suffi 

the  interposition  of  th* 


io.  S;  Mud  so  far  as  that  went,  the  ob- 
ri)  to  printing  tioz?  was  less  strong  than 

the  former  occasion.  But  th<j  grand 
] }>1«*  upon  which   he  had  first  rented 

lilting  of  the  charges  before  the  whole 
uce  wu>  ready,  was  very  little  abated 

vet.  The  hon.  gent,  had  moved  for 
tber  documents,  not  yet  before  the 
.*  ;  an  honourable  relative  of  the  no- 
lurquis  had  also  moved  for  40  other 
iients  on  the  part  of  the  defence,  not* 
urthcoming.     These,  whenever   they 

produced,  would  still  remain  to  be 
?il.  The  hon.  g<*nt.  had  said,  that  if 
lulia  directors  would  do  their  duty, 
could  bring   forward  those  papers  in 

or  two.  He  had,  however,  the  as- 
ce  of  persons  very  conversant  in  In- 
Ubinesb,  that  it  would  be  impossible 
oduce  thciu  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
cession. Now, 'in  such  a  case,  would 
proper   that   the   charges   should   go 

in  print  unaccompanied  by  the  tes- 
iv  upon  which  they  were  avowedly 
,ed  ?  It  was  upon  the  ground  of  this 
I  that  he  had  abstained  from  reading 
art  of  the  charges,  or  the  documents 
rto  produced,  until  he  should  haVe 
hole    before    him.     He   >hould  then 

no  objection  to  printing  the  charges, 

in  they  would  come  fairly  forward  lor 

deration. 

'.  l*c  adverted  to  the  four  precedents 

id   to  bv  the    hon.    mover,  and   con- 
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course  of  the  present  session,  1 
he  thought,  should  pause  before 
public  circulation  to  the  charge. 
Mr.   Secretary   Windliam  dec 
opinion  to  be  decidedly  in  favoui 
ing  the  charge,  and  he  could  not 
Mdering  the  treatment  experienc 
hon.  member  who  brought  them 
as  extremely  harsh :  for  instead  c 
ing  out  to  him  the  band  of  encou 
to  prosecute  enquiry  in  the  cau£ 
tice  against  a  person  high  in  powe: 
met  with  nothing  but  discourage) 
had  been  thwarted  and  embarrasse 
step  he  had  taken  ;  nay,  expose* 
to  personal  disrespect,  sarcasm,  a 
ridicule.  Such  a  conduct  from  an 
oi  the  house  towards  any  individi 
ber,  certainly  was  not  very  decor 
yet  very  politic,  as  it  tended  to  di: 
members  from  bringing  forward  i 
ments,  when,  to  their  own  minds  ; 
viction,   they  conceived  themselv 
ranted  so  to  do,  by  acts  of  publi 
(juency.     If  this  were  a  case  when 
cuser  was  considered  and  known 
person  of  such  character  and  desc 
or  the  charges  themselves,  printd  J 
absurd,  or  improbable,  as  not  to 
being  entertained  for  one  moment ; 
case,  such  discountenance  would  t 
lied.      Uut  no  man  had  ventured  tc 
much  less  to  shew,  that  this  was  the 
the  present  instance.  The  hon.  gent. 
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xnent  of  precedents  stated  by  an  hon. 
member,  he  would  admit  it  was  a  good 
principle,  upon  which,  in  general,  to  act ; 
but  then,  precedents  should  only  operate 
in  cases  precisely  similar.  It  was  proper 
first,  to  read  the  charges  themselves  ;  but 
to  read  the  evidence  first,  and  the  charges 
afterwards,  would  be  to  invert  the  regular 
order  of  proceeding.  Besides,  if  mem 
berswere  to  wait  for  the  accumulation  of 
such  a  mass  of  documents  on  both  sides, 
before  they  commenced  their  own  consi- 
deration, it  was  very  possible  that  mem- 
bers would  be  discouraged  from  investiga- 
ting such  voluminous  masses  of  matter. 
The  right  hon.  secretary  concluded  by  vo- 
ting for  the  hon.  gent/ 3  motion,  though  he 
certainly  could  have  wished  him  to  act  by 
the  temperate  suggestion  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  6aid,  he  should  vote 
for  printing  the  charge.  There  was  no 
great  difference  between  himself  and  his 
rt.hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windham)  on  the  gene- 
ral principle.  He  agreed  with  him,  that 
any  member  of  the  house  had  a  right  to 
present  a  charge.  He  would  go  farther, 
and  allow  that  it  was  regular  that  a  day 
should  be  appointed  for  its  consideration. 
But  now  they  were  on  a  question,  whether 
it  should  be  printed  without  evidence,  or 
Scarcely  any  notice  of  evidence.  He  would 
not  even  there  differ  with  his  right  hon. 
friend,  as  to  the  right,  but  at  the  same 
time  when  a  member  did  this,  without  there 
being  any  necessity  for  it,  he  must  say  that 
his  mode  of  proceeding  was  injudicious; 
and  that  he  would  have  done  much  better, 
had  he  waited  for  the  evidence.  He  might 
then  say, '  there  is  the  evidence,  and  you 
may  compare  the  evidence  with  the  charge,' 
and  know  how  far  it  is  well  founded.  Now 
it  was  possible,  undoubtedly,  that  a  mem- 
ber in  calling  for  papers,  might  be  told 
when  his  object  was  not  exactly  understood, 
"  bring  forward  your  charge,  otherwise  we 
will  not  grant  you  your  papers."  But,  in 
this  case,  a  variety  of  motions  for  paper* 
had  been  made,  none  of  which  had  been 
over-ruled,  at  least  none  that  had  been 
made  by  the  hon.  gent,  himself.  But  he 
might  have  proceeded  in  another  way,  and 
have  said,  "  there  is  the  charge,  and,  to 
prove  this,  such  and  such  papers  are  ne- 
cessary." But  the  hon.  gent,  moved  for  a 
variety  of  papers  h>3t,  and  then  brought 
forward  a  charge  to  which  scarcely  one  of 
them  applied.  This  conduct  he  certainly 
thought  preposterous  in  the  truest  sense  of 


the  word*     If  any  of 
co  u  rape  men  ts  to  whic 
had  alluded,  though  1 
refer  to  bim  particuli 
on  this  account,   he, 
repent  what  had  bee 
gent,  had  that  day,  as 
speech,  and  certain  1; 
quired  a  mind  of  no' 
discover  the  connects 
remote  and  apparent! 
with  the  subject  as  th< 
troduced.     He  had,  1 
some  papers  which  I 
Now  some  said  that  tl 
ready  soon,  and  other 
could  not  be  ready  f 
present  mode,  howevei 
he  thought  that  a  dii 
far  more  eligible.     Bi 
gent,  demanded  tbat-t 
printed.     This  was  a 
which   the  house   wo 
•great  complacency,  in 
own  convenience  aloi 
dered.    The  demand  i 
consistent  with  the  \ 
papers  were  printed  I 
mand,"  hedidnotsay" 
tainly  it  appeared  as  i 
hon.  gent.'s  object, 
the  house  would  not  b 
upon  any  improper  pi 
however,   vote  for   \ 
charge,  not  because  it 
because  it  would  suit 
the  house.     Now;  oni 
neral  way  in   which 
been  conducted.     All 
for  had  been  granted 
had  been  called  for  t 
his  (lord  A.  Hamilton 
the   house  would  arn 
which  all  the  various  j 
procured,  that  the  hoc 
some  repose ;  for  it  « 
sant  to  have  papers  cc 
and  opinious  given,  at 
on  every  occasion.     1 
when  all  the  papers  v 
Mr.  Burke,   in  the  coi 
ings  in  preparing  the 
against  Mr.  Hastings, 
from  provoking  debd 
before  the  matter  wi 
house,  and  he  wished- 1 
been  imitated  in  the  p 
to  the  question  now  b 
agreed  with  bis  right** 
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of  little  consequence  which  way  it  was  de- 
cided: As  to  any  communication  which 
the  boti.  gem.  had  with  him,  he  had  given 
him  his  opinion,  and  on  good  grounds,  that 
he  was  adopting  a  very  injudicious  mode  of 
proceeding. 

Mr./*aw// explained.  He  said,  that  out 
of  yp  papers,  for  which  he  had  moved, 
only  1 1  were  produced  ;  of  these,  only  3 
were  immediately  relevant  to  his  purpose. 
The  Bbortpore  papers  were  not  presented, 
nor  any  others  that  he  moved  for,  except 
those  relative  to  Untie. 

Sir  A.  IVtllrslcy  said,  that  the  practice  ol 
parliament  in  such  cases  had  already  been 
■hewn  to  he,  that  the  evidence  should  ge- 
nerally, if  not  always,  precede  the  charges, 
•ad  he  saw  no  necessity  for  deviating  from 
that  rule  on  the  present  occasion;  though 
be  admitted,  that  every  case  should  stand 
npou  its  own  peculiar  merits.    The  charge 
of  the  lion.  gent,  against  his  noble  relation, 
was  for  squandering  the  money  of  the  East- 
India  Co.  in  unnecessary  purposes  of  per- 
lonal  splendour ;  but  the  papers   hitherto 
produced  (those  of  Oude)  applied  to  char- 
ges of  which  as  yet  he    had   given  no   no- 
tice. With  regard  to  the  money  taken  from 
the  Canton  treasury,  his  answer  to  it  was, 
■  thai  this  and  other  proceedings  which  were 
tdverujd  to,  had  received  theapproba-: 
of  the  court  of  directors,   and   that  if 
money  were   so   disposed  of,    there  w 
proportionate    increase   of  assets    both   at 
home  and  abroad.    As  to  the   observi 
that  he  himself  was  implicated  in  soi 
*  the  proceedings,  his  short  reply  was, 
what  he  did  in  India,  was  in  obedience  to 
the  orders   be   had  received  ;  and   for   the 
manner  of  that  obedience,   and  its  imme- 
diate result,  he  was  ready  to  answer,  either 
to  that  bouse,    or   to  any  other  tribunal  in 
the  realm. 

Dr.  Laurence  adverted  to  [he  precedents 
which  bad  been  quoted  in  the  course  of  the 
debate,  particularly  that  uf  Mr.  Hast- 
ings none  of  which  he  conceived  bore  on 
the  present  case,  lie  declared,  that  his 
Wise  of  the  huskies*  would  have  been,  for 
the  hou.  gent-  who  made  the  motion,  Ui 
have  withdrawn  it,  and  waited  until  the  evi- 
dence was  before  the  house  ;  but,  as  he  had 
60t  thought  proper  to  do  that,  he  could 
Dot,  as  the  business  now  slood,  see  any 
p»d  reason  against  printing  the  charge. 

Lord    H.I'etttj   was    inclined   to   think, 
that  it  would  have  been  much  better  if  the 
bon.    gent,    who   made    the    mot 
■(reed  to  the  lirst  subitum  ol"  the  learned 
Vol.  VI. 


:.  who  seconded  it,  aiid  not 

he  house.     He  also  concern 

of  no  importance  whatever, 

charge  was  or  was  not  now 

but  he  thought  it  was  always  the 

the  accuser,  to  bring  forward  his  c! 

his  evidence  at  the  same  time  ;  i 

dence  was  sufficient,  lay  with  bim 

to  determine.     In  the  present  cas> 

fore,  he  considered  the  hoo.  mov 

best  judge,  whether  the  evidenc 

'   sufficient,   and  he  won 

fore  move  for  the  printing  of  the 

Biithunt  was  of  opinion, 
motion  ought  not  to  have  been 
but  he  did  not  think  because  it  wai 
that  therefore  the  house  should  at 
He  did  not  pretend  to  say,  that  tt 
no  cases  in  which  charges  might  I 
ced  before  evidence,  but  he  belie 
were  none  e\cept  those  with  whicl 
originated  at  home,  the  members 
quainted.  The  hon.  gent,  then  i 
as  the  hon.  mover  would  not  agre 
draw  his  motion,  he  thought  a  n 
the  order  of  tin:  day  would  be  m< 
cable,  and  concluded  by  moving 
vious  question. 

Mr.  €orry  seconded  the  motio: 
said,  it  would  put  the  parties  into 
situation,  one  with  another.  It 
no  hardship  to  the  hon.  gent.  « 
the  original  motion,  as  the  paper 
slantiate  the  charge  were  not  1 
house;  and  it  would  appear  i 
house  of  commons  were  resolve 
port  him  throughout,  if  the  pape; 
lowed  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  said,  it  appeare 
to  be  rather  an  irregular  mode  tc 
charge  before  all  the  evidence  w 
ced.  The  very  circumstance  ol 
the evidence»beiiig already  before' 
was  a  reason  against  it,  and  he 
would  vote  against  the  original  r, 
Mr.  Johnstone,  in  pait,  coiucid 
nion  with  the  right  hon.  secretar 
lie,  however,  differed  with  bim 
essentiul  points;  and,  alter  at 
question  for  some  time,  hedeclai 
felt  himself  precluded  altogethei 
ving  any  vote  on  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Grant  said,  that  if  tin.-  qi 
fore  the  house  were  to  be  inliuen. 
expectation  of  having  the  pap 
were  moved  for,  laid  upon. the- 
short  time,  be  thought  it  a  duty  i 
opinion  that  this  expectation  co 
fulfilled.  The  court  of  direcion  > 
3P  \ 
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eager  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  house : 
there  would  be  no  intentional   delay,  but 
the   papers  moved  for  both  by  the  lion, 
gent.  (Mr.  Paull)  and  the  hon.  general  (sir 
A.  Wellesley)  were  so  voluminous,  that  it 
was  not  possible  to  get  them  prepared  in  a 
very  short  time.     Mr.  Grant  said   there 
would  also   be  a  necessity   for  calling  for 
other    papers,    because  the    hon*    gent. 
(Mr.  Paull)  had  in  his  speech  that  night, 
and  formerly, advanced  positions  respecting 
the  causes  of  the  company's  debt,    and 
particularly  the    alledged   increase   of  it 
from    supplying  fuuds  for  the  commerce 
of  the  company  which  he  (Mr.  Grant)  had 
before  combated,  and  which  he  should  feel 
it   to  be  his  duty,  if  no  one  else   would 
undertake  it,  fully  to  disprove  by  documents 
to  be  called  for  from  the  India  house.     In 
like  manner,  the  hon.  general  appeared  to 
have,  in  the  list  of  papers  moved  for  by  him, 
included  some  which  seemed  to  bear  upon 
certain  points  in  the  conduct  of  the  court 
of  directors  lately    animadverted  upon  in 
that  house ;  and  it  might  be  necessary  to 
move  for  additional  papers  in  order  to  bring 
those  points  fully  before  the  house.    He  al- 
luded particularly  to  a  reference  which  had 
been  made  on  a  former  night  by  an  hon. 
gent.   (Mr.  W.  Pole)  to  a  proposed   dis- 
patch of  the  court  of  directors  upon  which 
that  hon.  gent,  had  been  pleased  to  ar- 
raign them,  although  that  dispatch  was  not 
before    the    house,    although    the  house 
would  not  admit  it  to  be  produced,   and 
although  the  hon.  gent*  acknowledged  he 
bad  not  read  it.— With  respect  to  the  ques- 
tion now  under  consideration,  Mr.  Grant 
said,  the  inclination  of  his  mind  was  that 
the  charge  should  not  be  printed   until  it 
was   accompanied  by  the  documents   on 
which  the  proof  of  it  rested.     Feeling  this 
to  be  the  fair  and  candid  way  of  proceeding, 
he  would  avow  his  opinion,,because  having 
unfortunately  had  occasion  to  take  rather  a 
prominent  part  in  many  of  these  questions, 
and  being  likely  to  see  it  his  duty  to  do  so  a- 
gain,  he  found  his  only  support,  in  the  painful 
predicament  in  which  so  much  collision  with 
the  feelings  and  opinions  of  others  placed 
him,  to  be,  in  the  consciousness  of  honestly 
following  the  dictates  of  his  own  mind. 

Mr.  Windham,  in  explanation,  said  that 
when  he  bad  before  delivered  his  opinion, 
he  conceived  that  the  hon.  gent,  would 
have  withdrawn  his  motion,  but  he  now 
thought,  that  the  motion  lately  made  by  bis 
hon.  friend,  reconciled  every  thing,  and  he 
would  support  it. 


Mr.  Paull  desired 
mode  of  proceeding 
he  did  not  wish  to 
sense  of  the  house  ? 

The  Speaker  wish 
gent.'s  object  before 
namely,  whether  the 
withdiawhis  motion. 

Mr.  Paull  expres 
yield  to  the  wishes  o 
although  contrary  t 
should,  agreeably  tc 
the  prevailing  sen  tin 
draw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Bathurst  obs 
was  in  the  hands 
which  a  division  wat 
lery  was  ordered  to 
some  conversation 
withdrawn. 

[Pig  Irow  Dut 
Petty  then  moved, 
a  second  time. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  thai 
he  had  been  able  to 
-formation  he  had  cc 
it  appeared  to  bim  t 
of  great  detriment  U 
of  the  country.  lie  c 
bear  harder  on  the  ; 
than  the  duty  on  he 
culture,  which  had 
abandoned  during  tl 
which,  its  operation 
most  every  species  c 
on  in  this  country. 

Lord  H.  Petty  ss 
of  a  variety  of  obj 
bill  was  liable  ;  the 
of  opinion  that  the; 
ing  the  tax  had  beer, 
ted.  He  should  wi 
time  should  be  alloy 
sideration  of  the  tax 
consequences ;  and 
would  propose,  that 
2d  time,  and  that  U 
more  fully  into  its  in 
on  Friday  next. 

Sir  J.  JVrottesley, 
cumber  the  debate 
now,  whether  any  i 
be  done  to  obviate  'l 
a 'sufficient  drawbacj 
engaged  in  the  expoj 
gentlemen  in  town* 
ved  the  attention  of 
proposed  drawback : 
med  the  utmost  to  tj 
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ceed  it.  per  ton.  The  deductions  on  ac- 
count of  the  ordnance  and  naval  stores, 
would  be  considerable.  The  hon.  baronet 
then  proceeded  to  point  out  some  omis- 
sions in  the  returns  of  the  consumption  of 
iron  in  the  navy,  made  to  the  bouse  from 
the  nnvy  board;  and  expressed  a  hope, 
that  the'  noble  lord  would  use  his  influence 
to  procure  every  information  for  the  house, 
connected  with  the  subject. 

Lord  H.  Petty  slated  the  amount  of 
deduction  for  iron  used  in  the  ordnance, 
M  lor  the  navy  departments,  to  be  alto- 
jether  51,4o'0/.;  the  drawback  on  fo- 
reign iron  13,770/.;  that  on  British  iron 
)?3,OO07.;  making  a  total,  with  S0007.  the 
estimated  expence  of  the  collection,  of 
193,000/.to  be  deducted  from  the  produce 
erf  the  tax.  Tjic  average  of  the  drawback 
was  4/.  a  ion. 

Mr,  WUberfarce  considered  this  tax  as  so 
inconsistent  with  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  taxation  in  its  tendency  and  effects, 
tliat  he  trusted  the  noble  lord  would  see 
reason  to  withdraw  it.  On  this  account 
be  would  leave  it  to  the  calm  consider- 
ation of  his  own  mind. 

Mr.  /.  H.  Brtncne  said,  that  he  would 
have  objected  to  the  tax  upon  the  first  pro- 
position of  II,  if  it  were  not  for  his  re- 
luctance to  oppose  a  plan  of  taxation 
founded  generally  upon  the  views  and 
system  ojf  his  lale  right  faoH.  fntnd,  the 
predecessor  of  the  noble  lord. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  expressed  his  disap- 
probation of  the  tax,  but  reserved  the 
avowal  ol  the  particular  grounds  of  his 
opposition  until  the  bili  was  committed. 

Mr.  i'amittart  observed,  that,  in  the 
committee,  many  hit*: iic.it iun6  i>f  the  bill 
could  luke  place.  An  bun,  baronet  had 
mistaken  the  extent  ol  the  proposed  draw- 
back ;  it.  per  ton  had  been  calculated 
apon  as  the  average,  and  uot  as  the  h;gh- 
Mlalbwancti. 

Mr.  Canning  felt  reluctance  in  opposing 
snv  of  the  measures  for  procuring  supplies 
in  the  present  situation  of  the  country. 
But  the  objections  to  live  present  tax  were 
W  numerous,  and  had  been  so  strongly 
urged  in  various  representations  which  he 
k»i  received  on  the  subject,  that  he  would 
recommend  it  to  the  noble  lord,  to  turn 
over  in  his  own  mind  the  possibility  of  sub- 
stituting some  uther  less  objectionable  ta\ 
in  its  room.  He  contended  that  it  would 
niie  half  as  much  more  from  Mia  agricul- 
tural interest  alone,  thj.ii  h.ut  been  propo- 
ted  by  the  tax  on  horses  employed  in  hus- 


bandry which  had  been  abandone 
last  session,  while  all  other  clusse 
community  would  be  affected  by  il 

Mr.  Ftllauxt  was  not  appreheui 
the  lax  on  iron  would  affect  the  far 
terest  in  the  proportion  which  hi 
ilioned  ;  but  he  feared  it  wot 
great  way  towards  annihilating  tin 
trade,  which,    when  once   divert 

;  channel,  it  would  be  extremely 

bring  back  again, 

Mr.  IV.  Smith  &s\d,  it  was  not  on! 

in  used  for  shoeing  horses  that  tin 

auld  seriously  feel  the  tax,  but  I 
uses,  which  made  the  consumplii 
him  large. 

Mr.  Host  said,  that  a  farmer  n 
four  horses  in  his  team,  would  pay 
"*».  a  year  under  the  tax. 

Mr.' Babiugton  thought  that  the 
effect  of  the  tax  would  be  severe  ; 
checking  the  machinery  of  the  c 
he  apprehended  its  operation  would 
ticulurly  injurious. — The  bill  was  th 
u  2d  time,  and  committed  for  Friday, 
derof  iheday  for  the  committee  on  I 
perty  Tax  bili  on  Friday  was  disci 
and  the  same  ordered  for  Monday 

HOUSE   Or   LORDS. 
Tuesday,  April  2$. 

[Mistress.]  The  house  met  at  1 
about  1 1  proceeded  to  Westminster* 
attend  the  trial  of  lord  viscount  Me.lv 
The  bills  on  the  table  were  previous 
warded  in  their  respective  stages,  Ai 
these,  the  3  million  Exchequer  Bills  b 
Tea  Duty  bill,  the  Irish  Bank  Note  bi 
the  Irish  House  Tax  Repeal  bill,  wer 
i  ihird  time  and  passed. — Their  lor 
returned  to  the  house  about  a  quart 
fore  four. — Slraugers  were  for  som 
excluded,  during  which  an  order  wai 
'o  proceed  on  the  trial  of  lord  M 
the  next  morning,  and  a  message  v, 
dered  to  be  sent  to  the  Commons  1 
quaint  them  therewith, 

[Witnesses'  Declaratory  I 
The  house  then  took  into  considerati 
amendments  made  by  the  Commons 
Declaratory  bill  respecting  the  liabi 
Witnesses  to  answer.  A  Con  versa 
considerable  length  ensued,  in  wbicl 
Eldon,  Hawkesbury,  Holland,  El 
rough,  and  the  lord  chancellor;  th 
of  Suffolk,  Rosslvn,  and  Stanhopt 
die  duke  of  Norfolk,  took  a  part. 

L ord Hau k eshury moved, "that  the; 
consideration  of  the  am-ndmenta  be 
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pooed  till  to-morrow  ;"  in  order  that  the  I  thing  in  the  shape  of 


attendance  on  a  topic  of  such  importance 
should  be  fuller,  and  to  afford  certain 
peers,  who,  he  had  reason  to  think,  wished 
to  speak,  an  opportunity  of  delivering 
their  sentiments. 

Lord  Eldon   thought  the  bill   wanted 
some   farther  alteration    or  amendment, 
not  deeming  it,  in  its  present  shape,  a  bill 
declaratory  of  the  law,  as  declared  by  the 
learned  judges,  or  the  greater  part  of  them ; 
or  according  to  their  conceptions  of  what 
the  law  really  was,  as  he  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  knowing,  from  a  personal  commu- 
nication with  some  of  them,     lis  tenour 
was  different  from  that  of  other  declaratory 
bills,  for  it  went  to  declare,  not  what  the 
law  was,  but  what  the  law  was  not.     He 
thought,  under  what  had  been  thrown  out 
on  the  subject,  they  should  pause,  and  not 
pass  the  bill  in  its  present  shape*     Tt  in- 
volved legal  considerations  of  the  greatest 
importance,  and  in  a  way  likely  to  affect 
many  of  their  lordships,  for  instance,  those 
who  were  great  landed  proprietors.     The 
word  "  only  "  in  the  bill,  on   which  so 
much  stress  had  been  laid,  as  renderiag 
the  declaration  sufficiently  definite,  and  as 
likely  to  prove  a  sufficient  guide  for  the 
judges  in   the  courts  below,  he  thought 
would  not  be  so  efficacious,  and  in  the  in- 
terval proposed,  he  thought  he  should  be 
able   to  determine  upon  some  further  a- 
m  end  orients,  which  would- produce  the  de- 
sired effect. 

Lords  Holland,  Stanhope,  and  other 
peers,  defended  the  bill,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  as  it  now  stood,  and 
tvere  adverse  to  any  further  delay  to  its 
passing,  which  they  contended  ought  spee- 
dily to  take  place  ;  it  was  also  observed, 
that  the  bill  with  the  amendments  had  lain 
on  the  table  for  several  days,  and  noble 
lords  had  had  sufficient  time  to  have  cal- 
led the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
subject. 

'1  he  Lord  Chancellor  defended  the  bill  in 
\ts  present  shape,  upon  the  legal  grounds 
ne  had  formerly  adduced  in  support  of  it; 
and  contended,  that  the  declaration,  as  so 
worded,  would,  by  confining  it  to  the  single 
species  of  demurrer,  be  a  sufficient  rule 
for  the  learned  judges.  The  bill,  however, 
he  observed,  had  improperly  been  called 
his  bill;  though  his  was  the  hand  that  pre- 
sented it  to  the  consideration  of  their 
Jordships,  it  was  founded  upon  the  propo- 
sition of  a  noble  and  learned  lord  then 
present.     In  future,  should  he  propose  any 


to  their  lordships'  eoi 
be  purely  his  own ;  ; 
rightly  have  to  stand  \ 
demerits. 

Lord  Havkesbury,  ii 
observed,  that  thougl 
mendments,  might  1 
days  upon  the  table, 
upon    those,   in  the 
measure  of  such  im; 
passing  of  the  bill  : 
some  notice  of  the  ti 
the  consideration  ol 
and  to  have  the  loi 
upon.  —  After  some 
the   question   was   p 
nal «  motion  for  taki 
into  immediate  com 
tived   without  a  div 
meuts  made  by  the 
formally  taken  into 
greed  to. 

[Corn.]  Earl  Sri 
motion,  which,  in  his 
most  urgency.  He  1 
derstand  by  a  noble  1 
there  would  be.  no  61 
with  which  he  shou 
felt  its  object  to  be'o 
in  its  nature  and  prol 
time  should  be  lost  iti 
lordships. 

Lord  Ellenborough. 
if  the  motion  which 
to  bring  forward,  wa 
importance,  he  beggc 
him,  whether  it  was  i 
it  forward  in  so  thin  \ 
Earl  Stanhope  saic 
his  motion,  in  the  firs 
to  move  for  import* 
laid  before  the  housf 
learned  lord  had  bee) 
information,  he  wou 
in  proposing  delay, 
a  matter  which  so  i 
great  majority  of  the/ 
imminent  danger  tiu 
situation  of  the  couq 
comforts,   but  the  ^ 
might  be  put  to  hazar, 
Lord  Ellenborough 
the  noble  lord  to  or^ 
fairly  said  of  him,  the 
that  regarded  the  suj| 
man  was  more  alive ^ 
subject  than  he  was 
I  better  proof  of  tha^ 
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the  wish  he  hud  expressed,  that  whatever 
concerned  the  people  should  be  seriously 
atid  deliberately  discussed. 

Ear)  Stanhope  contended,  that  the  learn- 
ed lord  seemed  not  to  be  aware  of  the  dif- 
ficulties and  dangers  to  which  he  alluded. 
There  was  no  knowing  to  what  an  alarming 
degree  a  scarcity  might  soon  be  experienced. 
The  experience  of  lormer  limes  should  have 
Uught  us  better.  It  ought  to  be  recollected, 
that  in  the  course  of  15  years,  about  45 
millions  sterling  had  been  sent  out  of  the 
cyunlry  for  the  purchase  of  corn  iind  grain, 
&c.  when  even  there  existed  more  facilities 
of  procuring  it,  than  we  were  likely  soon 
to  possess.  The  ports  of  the  Baltic  would 
he,  or  were  alrcailv,  shut  gainst  us;  and  whi- 
ther were  we  then  to  look  for  any  immediate 
supply  ?  With  the  intention  of  bringing 
this  subject  more  fully  and  fairly  be- 
fore their  lordships,  he  should  now  move, 
thai  there  be  laid  before  the  house  an  ac- 
count of  the  quantity  of  corn,  grain,  rice, 
&c.  imported  into  G.  Britain  since  the  1st  of 
Jan.  1806' ;  also  an  account  of  the  exports 
of  the  sail}.-;  during  the  same  period. 

(Lord  jV/oiro  could  not  remain  silent,  after 
hearing  and  weighing  the  tendency  of  the 
assertions  made  by  the  noble  earl,  He 
did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  motion,  but  to 
observe  snmewhnt  upon  the  tone  and  argu- 
ments with  which  it  was  introduced.  He 
did  not  pretend  to  be  in  possession  of  the 
minute  and  accurate  information  upon  this 
subject,  which  lie  knew  tniglit  he  brought 
forward  by  his  noble  friend  (lord  Auck- 
land), hut  Mill  lie  thought  himself  bound  in 


pnvv 


i  the 


loble 


earl  upon  such  a  delicate  a 
matter.  As  tin,  therefore,  us  lie  had  an; 
knowledge  ol  the  present  state  of  the  conn 
Irv,  and  ol  the  very  promising  aspect  of  i 
plenteous  harvest,  be  would  readily  taki 
upon  himself  to  assert,  thill  there  was  m 
ruoin  wliubuevcr  to  entertain  the  trios 
distant  apprehension  of  the  danger  tin 
noble  earl  seemed  to  forebode  with  so  much 
emphasis  and  earnestness.  He  was  sorry 
such  an  idea  should  go  abroad  upon  such 
|iave  authority:  and  he  was  conscious  i 
was  his  duty,  as  far  us  in  hurt  lay,  to  set  tht 
Utile  authority  he  might  have  upon  that 
point,  in  opposition  to  thatol  the  noble  earl. 
Lord  Auckland  could  not  well  express  his 
thanks  to  tht;  noble  earl  who  spoke  last  for 
(Jm  favour  he  had  done  him,  by  taking  off 


■boulders  the  weight  he  felt 
upon  them  by  the  observations  a 
ble  lord  who  made  the  motion 
true,  that  the  noble  lord  bad  shew 
motions  he  had  made,  but  as  m; 
matters  were  then  pressing  upon  ! 
as  he  had  no  idea  of  the  lang 
ner  with  which  the  noble  lord 
faced  them,  he  bad  signified  uo 
if  objecting  to  the  motion  whict 
ble  lord  was  to  make.  But 
heard  the  noble  lord  thus  ci 
sound  an  alarm  of  scarcity,  and 
that  alarm  on  such  groundless  ret 
felt  himself  called  upon  to  say  n 
perhaps  he  should  be  justified  i 
'  ;r  other-  circumstances.  f 
therefor?  was  he  warranted  in  co 
with  his  noble  friend,  in  asserting tl 
thing  iti  the  aspect  of  the  harvest 
nature  to  preclude  all  appreliens; 
'those  which  the  noble  earl's  spt 
calculated  to  send  abroad,  but 
oreover  the  satisfaction  to  slate, 
,Iy  the  ports  of  the  Baltic  were 
against  us,  but  that  there  was  eve 
prehension  that  they  would  be  shu 
was  consequently  no  ground  whai 
the  alarm  upon  that  subject,  W 
language  of  the  noble  earl  was  of 
to  propagate. — The  question  was  t 
upon  lord  Stanhope's  motion,  and  a{ 


Tuesday,  April  29. 
[Min-vtes.]  The  house  met 
o'clock,  pursuant  to  order,  for  i 
pose  of  proceeding  to  Westminstei 
prosecute  the  trial  of  lord  Melvilh 
managers  left  the  house  first,  and  I 
to  the  place  assigned  them  in  tht 
after  which  the  members  went  out 
ding  to  the  alphabetical  order  of  t 
vtial  counties,  beginning  with  the 
counties  and  ending  with  those  of  1 
About  four  o'clock  the  house  retu 
it;  ordinary  place  of  meeting,  for  t 
patch  of  business,  as  usual. — A  r 
from  the  lords  announced  their  as 
the  Irish  Bant  Note  hill,  the  Exi 
Bills  bill,  the  Tea  Duty  bill,  and  tl 
Hearth  Duty  ltcpe.iling  bill;  and  a 
the  lords  had  determined  to  proc< 
ther  in  the  trial  of  lord  Melville  tl 
morning  at  ten  of  the  clock.  The : 
then  took  this  opportunity  of  stati 
be  would,  as  he  hud  done  that  day 
punctually  at  ten  ./clock  the  no 
that  at  a  quarter  past  ten  the  set 
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benefit,  and  be  had  no  fears  as  to  its  ope- 
ration in  the  way  of  a  precedent. 

Lord  E/lenborovgh  felt  his  objections  to 
the  principle  of  the  bill  so  strongly,  that 
nothing  which  a  committee  could  do,  could 
reconcile  him  to  it.  In  a  more  enlarged 
▼iew  of  the  possible  effects  of  such  a  prin- 
ciple,  he  was  led  to  consider  the  sac-redness 
of  the  ecclesiastical  property  of  the  coun- 
try, and  alluded  to  a  project  which  was  en- 
tertained even  by  a  member  of  that  house, 
for  laying  hands  on  the  same,  for  state  pur- 
poses, towards  the  close  of  the  American 
war.  He  adverted  to  the  deplorable  con- 
sequences which  had  resulted  in  France, 
from  acting  on  such  a  principle:  and  de- 
precated the  steps  which  were  now  taking 
upon  it,  in  a  part  of  the  Spanish  domi- 
nions. After  animadverting  on  these  im- 
portant considerations,'  be  reverted  to  the 
bill  in  question,  and  censured  its  principle, 
among  other  very  objectionable  points  of 
view,  as  tending  to  the  extinction  of  the 
prebendal  character.  Deeming  the  bill  in- 
curable in  a  committee,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  oppose  its  further  progress. 

Lord  Holland  thought  it  but'  fair  the  bill 
should  go  to  a  committee;  and,  after  some 
observations  upon  part  of  what  had  fallen 
from  the  noble  and  learned  lords,  said, 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill  would  afford 
a  more  regular  opportunity  for  discussing 
the  principle  of  it. 

Earl  Spencer  was  of  opinion  the  bill 
should  be  suffered,  at  least,  to  go  to  a  com- 
mittee, were  it  only  in  justice  to  the  par- 
ties ;  in  this  view,  he  made  some  observa- 
tions on  what  had  been  all  edged  in  favour 
of  the  bill,  of  which  he  thought  several  of 
the  kind  had  met  with'  the  sanction  of 
parliament. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  made  a  few  remarks 
on  what  had  transpired  in  the  course  of  dis- 
cussion ;  under  the  circumstances  of  such 
abill  as  that  under  consideration,  he  thought 
the  present  not  the  stage  to  resist  the  prin-. 
ciple  of  the  bill,  which,  he  was  of  opinion, 
ought  to  go  to  a  committee. — Lord  Eldon 
and  the  duke  of  Norfolk  spoke  shortly  in 
explanation. — The  question  was  then  put, 
and  iheir  lordships  divided ;  when  there  ap- 
peared, For  the  second  reading  of  the  bill, 
9 ;  against  it,  5. — The  bill  was  then  order- 
ed to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a 
committee. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Wednesday ,  April  30. 
[Minutes.]     A  message  was  received 
from  the  lords,  stating,  that  they  had  agreed 


to  the  amendments  i 
to  the  Witnesses'  Dec 
their  lordships  woul 
the  trial  of  lord  vise* 
row  morning,  at  10  < 
ing  gave  notice  that! 
next  propose  the  » 
Nabob  of  Arcot's  1 
of  sir  John  Frederic! 
livery  bill  was  read  a 
dered  to  be  commit 
mittee. — On  the  mo 
the  London  Wet  D« 
time  and  passed. — A/ 
to  obtain  a  just  estim 
feet  of   recruiting   1 
wished  the  house  to  I 
total  amount  of  the  i 
war,  for  the  purpo 
proportion  the  men 
vice  bore  to  the  genei 
fore  moved,  that  the 
house  an  account  ol 
the  regular  army  on 
ment,  rank  and   file 
for  limited  and  unlit] 
tinguishing  cavalry  f 
year,  from   21st  De< 
December  1784,  disl 
The  Secretary  at  Wa 
objection  to  the  prod 
which,  when  produc 
the  recruiting  service 
vanced  by  the  princij 
mited  periods.-^Lor< 
thai  certainly  the  bes 
cussing  that  subject,  ' 
p'ers  should  be  before 
lieved  the  right  hon. 
upon  a  comparison  of 
last  war,  with  a  similfe 
can  war,  it  would  apr. 
cruits  for  unlimited  s< 
ed  those  for  limited  si 
not  until  after  the  sur 
army,  that  the  raisii 
terms  was  adopted, 
cumstances  which  a 
rion  to  judge  compai 
for  the  recruiting  st 
unprecedented  activi 
of  London,  and  bth 
throughout  the  kirigd 
then  agreed  to.— O 
lord  advocate  of  Set 
that  the  house  do  to 
a  committee  of  thefli 
der  of  proper  augmexi 
of  the judges  of  the  a 
and  of  the  comtnissflj 
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PARLIAMENTARY  PAPERS. 

TIEATIES,   &C.  PRSSEBTED,   BY    Illi    M 

jestt's  command,  to  both  houies 
Parliament,  28th  jasuart,  I80t 

Treaty  of  Concert  between  HU  Majesty  and 
the  Emperor  of  all  tie  Russias,  signed  at 
St.  Petersburg/!,  tie  1W*  April,  1805. 
_  IN  the  name  of  the  most  holy  and  un- 
divided Trinity. — His  majesty  the  king 
4f  the  united  kingdom  of  G.  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  his  maj.  the  emperor  of  all 
the  Russia?,  animated  with  the  desire  of 
Motoring  to  Europe  the  peace,  indepen- 
dence, and  happiness,  of  which  it  is  de- 
prived, by  the  unbounded  ambition  of  the 
French  government,  and  the  immoderate 
degree  of  influence  wbtch  it  is  striving  to 
arrogate  to  itself,  have  resolved  to  employ 
every  means  in  their  power  to  obtain  this 
salutary  end,  and  to  prevent  the  renewal 
of  similar  disastrous  circumstances  ;  and 
they  have  named,  in  consequence,  for  the 
porpose  of  ti>:itu  «nd  agreeing  upon  those 
measures  winch  their  magnanimous  in- 
tentions may  call  for,  viz.  his  maj.  the 
king  of  the  united  kingdom  of  G.  Britain 
and  Ireland,  the  Id.  Granville  Levcson 
DOWCr,  member  of  parliament  of  the  said 
united  kingdom,  one  of  his  majesty's  privy 
councillors,  and  his  ambassador  extraor- 
OMOry  and  plenipotentiary  to  his  maj.  th 
•Bperor  of  all  the  Russias ;  and  his  ma 
the  emperor  of  all  the  Ku?sias,  the  Sieu 
Adam  Prince  of  Czartoryski,  one  of  hi 
privy  councillors,  member  of  the  council 
of  tut e,  senator,  adjunct  minister  for  fo- 
reign affairs,  member  of  the  general  direc- 
tion of  schools,  curator  of  the  imperial 
wimstiy  of  Wilna  and  or  its  district,  lieut. 
of  the  grand  prior  of  the  sovereign  order 
01  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  of  the  Russian 
Vol.  VI.    Appendix. 


Catholic  priory,  and  knight  of 
of  St.  Anne,  and  commander  o 
St,  John  of  Jerusalem;  and  i 
Nicolas  of  Novossilzoff.  his  prest 
berlain,  adjunct  minister  of  just 
ged  with  the  examination  of  tbi 
presented  to  his  maj.  and  with  ( 
cial  commissions,  president  of 
demy  of  sciences,  member  of  th 
direction  of  the  schools,  curate 
ersity  of  St.  Petersburgh  a 
district,  and  knight  of  the  orde 
Vladimir;  who,  after  having  ver 
exchanged  their  lull  powers,  wh 
found  to  be  in  good  and  due  foi 
igreed  upon  the  following  articles 

1.  As  the  state  of  suffering  i 
I'.urope  is  placed,  demands  speed 
dy,  their  majesties,  the  king  of  tl 
kingdom  of  G.  Britain  and  fret 
the  emperor  of  all  the  Russia*.  I 
tually  agrefcd  to  consult  upon  thl 
of  putting  a  stop  thereto,  withoir 
for  farther  enc  roach metits  on  tbi 
the  French  govt.     They  have  a« 

equenee,  to  employ  the  mos 
and  most  efficacious  means  to  fa 
neral  league  of  the  states  of  Eur 
to  engage  lliem  to  accede  to  the 
concert ;  and,  in  orduT  to  accora 
end  proposed,  to  collect  tOgBlhei 
which,  independently  of  the  sore 
nished  by  his  Brit.  maj.  may  at 
50,000  effective  men  ;  and  to  en 
same  with  energy,  in  order  eith 
duce  or  to  compel  the  French 
agree  to  the  re-establishment  i 
and  of  the  equilibrium  of  Europ 

2.  'Die  object  of  this  league  w 
carry  into  effect  what  is  propose 
present  concert,    namely  :  (a.) 
mutton  of  the  country  of  llanove 
the  north  of  Germany,    (fi.)  Thd 
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xnent  of  the  independence  of  the  republics 
of  Holland  and  Swisserland.  (c.)  The  re- 
establishmeat  of  the  king  of  Sardinia  in 
Piedmont,  with  as  large  augmentation  of 
territory  as  circumstances  will  permit. 
(d.)  The  future  security  of  the  kingdom 
of  Naples,  and  the  complete  evacuation  of 
Italy,  the  Island  of  Elba  included,  by  the 
French  forces,  (e:)  The  establishment  of 
an  order  of  things  in  Europe,  which  may 
effectually,  guarantee  the  security  and  in- 
dependence of  the  different  states,  and 
present  a  solid  barrier  against  future  usur- 
pations*— Art.  3.  Hi3  Brit.  maj.  in  order 
to  concur  efficaciously  on  his  side,  to  the 
happy  effects  of  the  present  concert,  en. 
gages  to  contribute  to  the  common  efforts, 
by  employing  bis  forces  both  by  sea  and 
land»  as  well  as  his  vessels  adapted  for 
transporting  troops,  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  determined  upon  in  the  general 
plan  of  operations ;  his  maj.  will  more- 
over, assist  the  different  powers  who  shall 
accede  thereto,  by  subsidies,  the  amount 
$( which  shall  correspond  to  the  respective 
forces  which  shall  be  employed  ;  and,  in 
order  that  the  said  pecuniary  succours 
may  be  proportioned  in  the  manner  most 
Conducive  to  the  general  good,  and  to  as- 
just  the  powers,  in  proportion  to  the  exer- 
tions they  may  make  to  contribute  to  the 
common  success,  it  is  agreed,  that  these 
subsidies  (barring  particular  arrangements), 
shall  be  furnished  in  the  proportion  oJ 
1,230,000  pounds  sterling,  for  each 
100,000  men  of  regular  troops,  and  '  so 
in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  smaller  num- 
ber, payable  according  to  the  conditions 
hereinafter  specified.-^-AnT.  4.  The  said 
subsidies  shall  be  payable  by  instalments, 
from  month  to  month,  in  proportion  to 
the  forces  which. each  power  shall  employ 
jn  pursuance  of  its  engagements,  to  combat 
the  common  enemy,  and  according  to  the 
official  report  of  the  armies  employed  at 
the  opening  of  the  campaign,  and  of  the 
several  reinforcements  which  may  join 
them.  An  arrangement  shall  be  made  in. 
cenformitjr  with  the  plan  of  operations, 
which  shall  be  forthwith  regulated  as  to 
the  period  when  these  subsidies  shall  begin 
to  be  paid,  and  the  mpde  and  place  of 
payment  shall  be  settled  so  £s  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  each  of  the  belligerent 
',$axti£s*  His  Brit.  maj.  will  likewise  be 
.prepared  to  advance  within  the  current 
year,  a  sum  for  putting  the  troops  in  mo- 
tion, This  sum  shall  be  settled  by  par- 
te ular  arrangements  to  be  entered  into  by 


each  power,  who  shall  take  part  in  this 
concert;  but  his  said  maj.  understands 
that  the  whole  of  the  sums  to  be  furnished 
to  any  power  within  the  current  year,  as 
well  as  on  account  of  the  said  advance,  as 
for  the  monthly  subsidies,  is  in  no  case  to 
exceed  the  proportion  of  1,250,000  pounds 
sterling,  for  every  100,000  men. — Aht.  5. 
The  high  contracting  parties  agree  that 
the  different  members  of  the  league  shall 
respectively  be  .permitted  to  retain  accre- 
dited persons  with  the  commanders-in- 
chief  of  the  different  armies,  to  carry  on 
the  correspondence,  and  to  attend  to  the 
military  operations. — Art.  6.  Their  "ma- 
jesties agree,  that  in  the  event  of  a  league 
being  formed,  such  as  is  pointed  out  in 
the  first  article,  they  will  not  make  peace 
with  France,  but  by  the  common  consent 
of  all  the  powers  who  shall  become  parties 
in  the  said  league  ;  and  also  that  the  con- 
tinental powers  shall  not  recall  their  forces 
before  the  peace ;  moreover,  his  Brit,  maj* 
engages  to  continue  the  payment  of  the 
subsidies  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war. — Art.  7«  The  present  concert,  which 
is  mutually  acknowledged  by  the  high 
contracting  parties  to  be  equally  valid  and 
binding  as  the  most  solemn  treaty,  shall 
be 'ratified  by  his  maj.  the  king  of  the  uni- 
ted kingdom  of  G.  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  by  his  maj.  the  emperor  of  all  the 
Russias,  and  the  ratifications  thereof  sfcall 
be  exchanged  at  St.  Petersburgh  within  the. 
space  of  ten  weeks,  or  sooner  if  possible.** 
In  testimony  whereof  the  respective  plenh 
potentiaries  have  signed  the  same,  and 
have  thereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  their 
arms, — Done  at  St.  Petersburgh,  April  11, 
(30th  March,)  1805.  Signed  G.  L.  Gowee, 
Adam  Phixce  Czartouyski,  Nicolas 
de  nov0ssilz0ff. 

No.  I.  (A) — First  separate  Article  of  th 
Treaty  of  Concert  between  Hi*  Majettjf 
and  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  signed  at  St* 
Pctcrtburgh,  I  lth  April  (30/ k  March) 
1805. 
His  maj.  the  emperor  of  all  the  Bus* 
sias,  having  made  known  to  his  Brit  maj. 
his  arrangements  with  their  majesties  the 
emperor  of  Germany  and  the  king  of  Swe- 
den, Jiis  Brit,  maj,  engages  to  fplfll  hk 
stipulations  of  the  present  treaty  of  concert 
towards  each  of  those  powers,  if,  in  the 
space  of  four  months,  reckoning  from.tst 
day  of  the  signature  of  the  present  instn* 
ment,  both  those  powers,  or  one  of  tbts% 
shall  have  caused  their  forces  to  ad  agstntt 
France,  by  virtue  of  the  engagements  ftPJ 
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hawe  taken  with  liTs  maj.  the  emperor  of  all 
the  Ilusains. — This  separate  article  slia.ll 
hive  the  same  force  and  validity  as  if  it 
were  inserted  word  forward  in  the  treaty 
of  concert  signed  this  clay,  and  shall  be 
mlilied  at  the.  same  time.— In  witness 
whereof,  we  the  undersigned,  by  virtue  of 
our  full  powers,  have  signed  the  present 
separate  nrticle,  and  have  affixed  thereto 
■  '-I'nur  amis.  Done  at  St.  Pel  ens- 
burgh,  this  Itih  April  (30th  March)  1805. 
— .Signed.  G.  I,.  QoWKaf  An.mi  Phincr 
C/ahtorvsxi,  Nicolas  de  NovosstL- 
xarr. 
Ko.  I>  (B) — Fourth  separate  Article  of  the 

Traitf  of  Concert  between   His  Majesty 

and  tic  Emperor  of  Russia,  signed  at  fit. 

J>eiertburgi,    lit'h  April    (doi/i    March) 

IMA 
■The  collecting  of  500,000  effective 
men,  -  mentioned  In  art.  1.  of  the  treaty 
•f  concert  signed  this  dnv,  not  being  so 
«,  -v  as  it  i>  deairablei  their  majesties  have 
■greed  that  it  should  be  tarried  into  exe- 
cution as  soon  as  it  should  be  possible  to 

400,000  me u,  composed  in  the  following 
■Miner  ;  Austria  will  supply  250,000 
men,  Russia  not  less  than  115.000  men, 
independently  of  the  levies   made  by  her 


under 


vill  1 


by  th< 

uia,  and  other-. — This  separate  art.  shall 
have  the  same  force  and  validity,  as  if  it 
were  inserted,  word  for  word,  in  the  trea- 
ty of  concert  signed  ibis  day,  and  sliali 
be  ratified  at  the  same  time. — In  witness 
whereof,  we  the  undersigned,  bv  virtue  of 
our  full  powers,  have  signed  the  present 
separate;  art.  and  have  all'xed  thereto  the 
seals  of  our  arms.— Done  at  St.  1'eters- 
burgh,  this  Ulh  of  April  (SO*  March) 
1805.— Sigurd  G.  I-  Goweh.  Ad.im 
Pbikce    Cx/i RToavsii i.       Nicolas    de 

MbWMiHAQW. 

No.   1.  (C)  — l-iflh  separate  Article  of  the 
Treat//   of  Concert   tctvecn   Hie   Majesty 
tmd  thr  Emperor  nf  Russia,  signed  at  St, 
Petertliurgh,  11///  April  (March  30)  1S05. 
His  mat.  the  emperor  of  all  the  Hus- 
MM,  engages  also  to  march  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, an  army  of  not  less  than  60,000  men 
el  freutiers  of  Austria,  and  also  ano- 
of  not   less   than  fiO,000   men  to  the 
tan  frontiers,   to  be  ready  to  co.0| 
Me  with  the  said  courts,  in  the  proporti 
twbiished  by  the  treaty  of  concert  signed 
this  day,  and  to  support  them  respectively 


case  lliey  should  be  attacked  I 
io  might  suppose  them  to  be  i 
me  negociation  tending  towai 
ject  contrary  in  her  views;  but 
derstood,  that,  indepeiidenUj 
11.5.000  men,  which  his  imperi 
all  the  Russias  will  cause  to  a 
the  French,  he  will  keep  bodies  i 
and  observation  upon  his  frontii 
sever  agreed,  that  as  the  ii 
mised  by  bis  maj.  the  emperor 
uas  shall  all,  or  in  part,  quit 
of  his  empire,  his  Brit,  maj 
rueni  the  subsidies,  at  llie  rate  r 


aid  moreover,  the  equivalent 
nonths  of  subsidy  as  a  premiir 
otnpagne. — The  Russian  troop: 
tationed  at  the  Seven  Islands, 
may  be  intended  to  be  transporte 
fill  not  enjoy  the  advantage  of 
.idles,  and  of  the  'premiere  mist 
pagne,  stipulated  in  the  present  a 
the  day  of  their  leaving  the  Sever 
to  commence  their  operations  aj 
French. — This  separate  art.  shall 
same  force  and  validity  as  if  it 
serted,  word  for  word,  in  the  i 
concert  signed  this  day,  and  sbal 
lied  at  the  same  time. — In  witness 
we  the  undersigned,  by  virtue  o 
powers,  have  signed  the  present 
art.,  and  have  affixed  thereto  tin 
our  arms. — Done  at  St.  Petersbt 
1 1  th  of  April  (30th  March)  1 805. 
G.  L.  Gov/em.     Adam  Prince  i 

r*tCI.      NtCOluU  DE  NOVOSSILI 

o.  I.  (D) — Serf*  separate  Artie 
Treaty  of  Concert  betteeea  His 
and  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  sign 
Petcisburgh,  \Uh  April  (3WA 
I  BOS. 

His  maj.  the  king  of  the  unil 
dom  of  G.  Britain  and  Ireland,' 
:naj.  the  emperor  of  all  the  Ruasit 
disposed  to  form  an  energetic 
th  the  sole  view  of  insuring  to 
a  lasting  and  solid  peace,  fouudi 
the  principles  of  justice,  equity, 
law  of  nations,  by  which  they  arec 
ly  guided,  are  aware  of  the  neci 
a  mutual  understanding,  at  lb 
upon  several  principles,  which  t 
evince,  in  pursuance  of  a  previous 
as  soon  as  the  events  of  the  i 
render  it  necessary, — These  priuci 
in  no  degree,  to  controul  the  p„ 
moil  in  Fraucii,  or  is  any  etber  c 
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where  tHe  combined  armies  may  carry  on 
their  operations,  with  respect  to  the  form 
of  government  which  it  may  be  proper  to 
adopt ;  nor  to  appropriate  to  themselves, 
till  a  peace  should  be  concluded,  any  of  the 
conquests  made  by  one  or  the  other  of  the 
belligerent  parties ;  and  to  take  possession 
of  the  towns  and  territories,  which  may  be 
wrested  from  the  common  enemy,  iu  the 
name  of  the  country  or  states,  to  which,  by 
acknowledged  right,  they  belong,  and  in  all 
ether  cases,  in  the  name  of  all  the  members 
of  the  league ;  and,  finally,  to  assemble,  at 
the  termination  of  the  war,  a  general  con- 
gress, to  discuss  and  fix  the  provisions  of 
the  law  of  nations,  on  a  more  determined 
basis,  than  unfortunately  has  hitherto  been 
practicable ;  and  to  insure  their  observance, 
by  the  establishment  of  a  federative  system, 
•calculated  upon  the  situation  of  the  dif- 
ferent states  of  Europe. — This  separate  art. 
shall  have  the  same  force  and  validity,  as 
y  it  were  inserted,  word  for  word,  iu  the 
foaty  of  concert  signed  this  day ,  and  shall 
oe  ratified  at  the  same  time. — In  witness 
whereof,  we  the  undersigned,  by  virtue  of 
^ur  full  powers,  have  signed  the  present 
separate  art.,  and  have  affixed  thereto  the 
eeals  of  our  arms.— Done  at  St.  Peters- 
fcurgjh,  the  11th  April  (30th  March)  1805. 
•—Signed,  G.  L.  Gowkr.     Adam  Prince 

CZAETORYSKI.      NlCOLAS   D£   NoVOSSIL- 
30FF. 

No.  1.  (E) — Eighth  separate  Article, 
It  being  possible  that  the  bias  which  the 
French  govt,  tries  to  give  to  the  councils 
of  the  different  states  of  Kurope,  may  de- 
termine one  or  other  of  those  states  to 
throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  attain- 
ment of  the  salutary  effects  which  are  the 
objects  of  the  present  concert,  and  even 
to  have  recourse  to  hostile  measures 
against  one  of  the  high  contracting  parties, 
in  spite  of  their  endeavours  to  establish 
an  equitable  and  permanent  order  of  things 
in  Europe,  his  Brit.  maj.  and  his  maj.  the 
emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  agree  to  make 
common  cause  against  every  power,  which, 
by  the  employment  of  its  forces,  or  by  too 
intimate  an  union  with  France,  may  pre- 
tend to  raise  essential  obstacles  to  the 
developement  of  those  measures  which  the 
high  contracting  parties  may  have  to  take, 
iif  order  to  attain  the  object  proposed  by 
the  present  concert*  This  separate  art* 
shall  have  the  same  force  and  validity,  as 
if  it  were  inserted,  word  for  wopl,  in  the 
trei*y  of  concert  signed  tins  day,  and 
shall  be  ratified  «$  the  suae  tiuie^In 


witness  whereof,  we  the  undersigned,  kf 
virtue  of  our  full  powers,  have  signed  4* 
present  separate  article,  and  have  affefd 
thereto  the  seals  of  our  arms.  Done  at 
St.Petersburgh,the  1  lth  April  (SQtbMaicQ 
J  805.— Signed,  G.  L.  Go  we  a.  Ada* 
PaiKCE  Ckartoivybki.  Nicolas  d*  No* 

VOSSILJEOFF. 

No.  1.  (F) — Eleventh  separate  4 r ticl*. 
The  high  contracting  parties,  acknow* 
ledgiug  the  necessity  of  supporting  Die  pn> 
positions  of  peace,  which  it  is  their  intta* 
tion  to  make  to  Buonaparte  by  entrgeti* 
demonstrations,  have  resolved  to  invite. 
his  imperial  and  royal  apostolic  maj.  to 
put  his  armies  in  a  state  of  readiness  for 
action,  without  delay,  by  completing  their 
numbers,  and  by  concentrating  then?  jn 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  borders  of  Frsftge, 
His  Bnu  maj.  considering  tba  extraordi- 
nary expences  which  this  meajuse  will 
render  uecessary,  promises  and  engages  to 
furnish  to  his  imperial  and  royal  maj.  is* 
mediately  after  his  accession  to  the  present 
concert,  the  sum  of  oue  million,  of  pounds 
sterling,  for  premiere  miK  «s  cmmpaffH9 
which  the  king  of  the  united  Kingdom  of 
G.  Britain  and  Ireland  will  not  reclaipt 
in  case  the  negociations  for  peace  should 
be  crowned  with  success,  provided  tfcftfc 
in  a  contrary  event,  Austria  would  take 
the  field  immediately.— -This  sepersto 
art.  shall  have  the  same  forge  and  validity 
as  if  it  were  inserted,  word  for  word,  in  the 
treaty  of  concert  signed  this  day r  and  shall 
be  ratified  at  the  same  time  .—in  vitas* 
whereof,  we  the  undersigned,  by  virtue  of 
our  full  powers,  have  signed  the  pretest 
separate  art.,  and  have  affixed  thereto  tke 
seals  of  our  arms. — Done  at  St.  peters* 
burgh,  the  Ilt,h  of  April  (30th  March) 
i  805.— Signed,  G.  L.  Gow**.  Aw* 
Prince  Czar-torys*!.  Nicolas  m 
Novossilzoff. 

No.  1.  (G)— Separate  and  Secret  4rtklt. 

Although  the  high  contracting  partis* 
have  agreed  by  the  first  separate  article  of 
the  treaty  of  concert,  established  tbis.4V 
between  them,  that  Austria,  and  Swodjea 
shall  not  partake  of  the  advantages  of  {bs 
said  concert,  but  in  the  event  of  their  bring- 
ing their  forces  into  action  against  Francs, 
4  months  after  its  signature,  by  virtue  tf 
their  engagements  with  his  maj.  the  Vto 
peror  of  all  the  Russias ;  yet  hi*  IJrit,  mjg 
considering  the  advantage  to  the  (e4Hf 
security  of  Europe,  which  results  faPMJI 
union  similar  to  that  formed  -by  bis  Mb 


the  <wpero*  of  all  the  Sawv> 
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i  tlie  eniTcror  qf  Germany,  and 

ibe  king  ol'  Sweden,  for  the  purpose  of 
ypptwiDg  tlie  further  encroachments  of 
Buonaparte,  promises  to  fulfil  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  present  concert,  in  the  same 
degree  towards  either  of  those  powers,  if,  in 
the  course  of  the  year  1S05,  both  or  out  of 
Ihem  should  bring  their  forces  into  action 
against  France,  in  virtue  of  their  engage- 
ment* with  his  maj.  the  emperor  of  all  the 
Bun ias.— This  separate  and  secret  art. 
shall  have  the  same  force  and  validity,  as 
kf  it  were  inserted,  word  for  word,  iu  the 
treaty  of  the  concert  signed  this  day,  and 
■ball  be  ratified  at  the  same  tiuie.— In 
witness  whereof,  we  the  undersigned,  in 
virtue  of  our  full  powers,  have  signed  the 
psrsent  separate  and  secret  art.,  and  have 
■JtUed  thereto  the  seals  of  our  arms,— 
Done  st  St.  Petersburg!),  the  11  th  April 
(30th  March)  1 805. — Signed,  G.L.Gowbk. 
Adam  l'iu;»cfc  Czahtoiiyski.  Nicolas 
bt  Novossilzoff. 

No.  I.  (H)—jidJUionat  Article. 
His  maj.  the  emperor  of  all  thellui 
having,  iu  pursuance  of  his  sincere  desire 
to  insure  success  to  the  enterprise, 
Carted  against  France,  determined,  i 
lha  circutu stances  should  require 
lH~***r*  the  forces  which  he  has  promijed' 
to  bring  into  action,  to  an  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  men,  Ins  maj.  the  king  of 
the  united  kingdom  of  G.  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, promises,  and  engages  to  pav,  in  that 
CMe>  to  his  imperial  maj.  of  all  the  Russii 
for  the   troops  which   he  may  thus  add 
the   115,000  already   agreed  upon,   a  si 
sidy  aud  a,premiirc  miteea  campogne,  at  the 
Same  rate  as  is  agreed  by  [he  tilth  separate 
article  of  the  treaty  of  concert,  established 
between  his  maj.   the  kin;;  of   the  united 
kingdom   of  G.  Britain  and   Ireland,   and 
his  nut),  the  emperor  of  all  the  Rucsias,  the 
30th  March  (11th  April}  1SU5.— This  ad- 
ditional article  shall  have  the  same  force 
and  validity  a.,  if  it  were  insetted,  word  for 
cord,   in  the  aforementioned  concert,  aud 
•hall  be  ratified   by   the  iwo  high  contract- 
ing powers;  and  the  ratifications  shall  be 
exchanged  in  the  spaeu  of  leu  weeks,  or 

rir,  if  possible. — In  witness  whereof, 
undersigned    plenipotentiaries    have 
Signed  the  same,  and  have  affixed  to  it  the 
is  of  their  arms— Done  at  St.  Peters- 
i,  the  10th  May  (38th  April}  1805— 
id,  G.  L.  Go'.veu.     Adam    Phince 
Nicola1)  de  Novossil- 


';.  r.« 


*f  Concert,  tigned  tt  Si.  J 

Mth  April,  1805. 

His  maj.  the  emperor  of  ul! 
purposing  to  concert  meanu 
court  of  Vienna,' by  which 
Russian  armies  may  be  app] 
the  frontiers  uf  France,  by 
Austrian  and  Prussian  lerritt 
is  declared  that  tlie  object  of 
meutsis  to  obtain  securities  I 
neut,  promises  and  engages  to 
'»  own  name,  and  in  thai 


l,<fr— Additional  Artidt  of  ihe  Treaty 


connected  with  an  existing  co 
lint,  maj.  but  that  the  power 
tinent  reclaim  the  fulfilment 
ii'.r  immediate  engagements  u 
as  soon  as  the  war  shall  hav« 
they  will  no  longer  pursue  a 
ject,  but  that  which  has  bee 
by  the  concert  of  the  SOih 
April),  with  all  the  clauses 
with  it. — In  return  for  this  I 
Brit,  maj.-  promises  and  en 
first  place,  to  fulfil  towards  tl 
all  the  Rusk  ias  the  stipulation: 
mentioned  concert,  in  all  their 
as  the  war  shall  have  broker 
Russia  and  Frailer,  and  espi 
rush  for  the  Russian  troops 
agreed  upon,  payable  from 
which  they  shall  have  quitter 
of  the  empire,  and  moreov' 
mouths  stipulated  subsidy,  ui 
of  premiere  raise  en  catnpagi 
condition,  nevertheless,  that 
may  be  the  term  between  tin 
departure  of  the  Russian  tror 
:rs,  and  that  of  the  ci 
itilities,  his  Brit.  maj. 
bound  to  pay  Russia  for  that 
than  six  months  subsidy  at 
premidrc  mhe  to  campagiit 
iimprised. — In  the  second  [ 
ilh  regard  to  Austria,  all  tl 
of  the  above-mentioned  cone 
dally  all  that  relates  to  thi 
soon  as  the  ambassador  uf  hi 
royal  majesty  shall  have  sig 
accession  of  his  court;  and, 
third  place,  to  pay  in  the  like 
other  allies  of  Russia,  who 
this  enterprise  (except  in  the 
arrangements),  the  subsidie 
been  allotted  for  them  by  tt 
tioued  concert,  and  on  the  go 


*0 


PAUL.  PAPERS.— Piper*  rcktite  to 


(*it 


in  specified.— This  additional  art.  shell 
have  the  same  force  and  validity,  as  if  it 
weri  inserted,  word  for  word,  in  the  above- 
mentioned  concert,  and  shall  be  ratified  by 
the  two  high  contracting  parties,  and  the 
ratifications  exchanged  at  St.  Petersburg!], 
in  the  space  of  six  weeks,  or  sooner,  if 
possible. — In  faith  of  which,  the  under- 
signed plenipotentiaries  have  signed  it,  and 
have  affixed  thereto  the  seal'  of  their  arms. 
•—Done  at  St.  Petersburgh,  the  12th  July 
(24th)  1805.— (Signed)  G.  L.  Gower. 
Adam  Prince  Czartoryski. 
No.  II.   (A) — Preliminary  Declaration  of 

*  Count  Stadion,  to  Lord  GrantilU  Leveson 

Gower,  dated  at  St.  Petersburgh,  28th 

July  [9th  Aug.)  1805. 

The  undersigned  ambassador  extra,  and 
plenipotentiary  of  his  imperial  and  royal 
mpostolicr  maj.  by  order  of  his  august  sove- 
reign, after  having  invited  his  exc.  the  am- 
bassador of  G.  Britain,  to  join  with  him  in 
the  preliminary  declarations  which  he  has 
exchanged  this  day,  with  his  exc.  the  prince 
of  Czartoryski,  has,  moreover,  declared  as 
ibllows: — His  imperial  and  royal  apostolic 
maj.  in  acceding  to  the  treaty  concluded 
on  the  30th  March  (1 1th  April)  1805,  and 
subsequently  ratified  by  the  courts  of  Lon- 
don and  St •  Petersburgh,  under  the  reserva- 
tions, modifications,  and  demands,  as  an- 
nounced in  the  above-mentioned  prelimi- 
nary declarations,  limits  the  pecuniary  suc- 
cours, which  he  expects  from  his  maj.  the 
king  of  G.  Britain,  for  the  current  year, 
1805,  to  three  millions  sterling;  of  which 
sum  one  million  and  a  half  is  to  be  consi- 
dered as  premiere  miseen  campagnc;  and  as 
such,  is  to  be  furnished  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible ;  and  the  other  million  and  a 
half  as  subsidies,  to  be  paid  in  equal  month- 
ly payments,  until  the  last  day  of  the  year. 
These  subsidies,  as  well  as  one  million  of 
the  sum  appointed  for  premiere  mine  en  cam- 
pagne,  are  to  be  furnished  to  his  imperial 
maj.  and  shall  remain  in  his  possession, 
even  though  the  vigorous  demonstrations, 
in  which  his  forces  are  actually  employed, 
should  not  terminate  in  hostilities,  but 
should  lead,  by  the  way  of  negociation,  to 
the  establishment  of  peace.  Moreover,  as 
these  armed  demonstrations  afford  the 
greatest  and  most  efficacious  aid,  for  the 
promotion  of  the  object  of  the  concert,  to 
which  his  imperial  and  royal  apostolic  maj. 
has  acceded,  he  expects,  that,  as  long  as 
they  shall  continue,  the  subsidy  shall  like- 
wise continue  to  be  paid,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, as  if  his  armies  were  employed  in 


actual  war,  and  that  for  the  year  180$  and 
the  subsequent  years,  in  consideration  of 
the  great  number  of  troops  which  he  »  op- 
posing to  the  common  enemy,  the  subsidy 
shall  be  increased  to  the  sum  6f  four  mil- 
lions sterling,  payable  in  the  same  nrnmei'  ' 
as  is  stated  above,  until  the  return  of  the  : 
regiments  into  the  hereditary  dominions.— 
His  exc.  the  ambassador  of  G.  Britain  hav- 
ing declared  that  the  instructions  and  pre- 
cise orders  of  his  court  precluded  him  frost 
acceding  without  restriction,  to  the  above- 
mentioned  demands;  and  having  engaged, 
by  a  preliminary  act,'  exchanged  against 
the  present,  in  the  name 'of  his  Brit.  maj. 
to  stipulations  which  differ 'from  them  con* 
siderably,  as  well  with  regard  to  the  sum, 
as  to  the  terms  of  the  propositions  made 
in  the  name  of  his  imperial  and  royal  ape* 
stolic  maj.— The  undersigned  accepts  this- 
act,  given  in  by  the  ambassador  of  England; 
but  he  declares  at  the  same  time,  that  be  - 
does  not  consider  the  sum  stipulated  there- 
in as-  sufficient,  and  that  he  expressly  re- 
serves for  his  court  the  power  of  reclaim- 
ing to  this  effect,  and  of  effectuating  the 
fulfilment  of  its  demands. — In  transmitting 
this  preliminary  declaration,  which  is  to  be 
in  the  place,  and  have  the  validity  of  the 
most  solemn  treaty,  to  his  exc.  the  ambas- 
sador of  his  maj.  the  king  of  G.  Britain,  be 
is  authorised  to  declare  to  him,  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  is  ready  to  proceed  imme- 
diately, on  these  same  bases,  to  the  con* 
elusion  of  the  formal  act  of  accession  of 
Austria,  to  the  concert  of  30th  of  March 
(1 1th  of  April). — These  presents  shall  be 
ratified  by  the  respective  courts  in  as  short 
a  time  as  is  possible. — In  faith  of  which,  the 
undersigned,  by  virtue  of  the  full  powers 
of  his  imperial  and  royal  apostolic  maj. 
has  signed  the  present  preliminary  declara- 
tion, and  has  affixed  thereto  the  seal  of  his 
arms.  Done  at  St.  Petersburgh,  the  28th 
of  July  (J)th  of  Aug.)  1805.  (L.S.)  J. 
Piiillippe,  Comte  de  S  tad  ion. 
No.  II.  (B.) — Declaration  of  Count  Stadim 

to  Prince  Czartoryski,  dated  Petersburg^ 

<2$th  July  (9th  August),  1805. 

The  undersigned  ambassador  ■  extr.  and 
plenip.  of  his  imperial  and  royal  apostolic 
maj.,  being  especially  authorised ' by  the 
emperor,  his  august  master,  declares,  in 
answer  to  the  declaration  which  has  been 
delivered  to  him  by  his  exc.  the  prince 
Czartoryski,  of  this  day's  date  as  follows': 
1.  His  imperial  and  royal  maj.  in  accept*1 
ing  the  different  articles  announced  in  the> ' 
declaration,  accedes  te  tk«  concert  cod- 
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between  the  courts  of  St.  Peti 
nil  London,  the  30th  March  (11th 
4  this  year,  as  well  as  to  the  li 
iich  the  Russian  ministry  has  caused 
esentad  at  Vienna.  His  raaj.  pro- 
o  fullil  the  engagements  thereof, 
t  exception  of  the  modifications, 

and  demands,  included  in  the  dif- 
llitial  pieces  to  which  his  imperial 
Russia  has  given  his  consent  in  the 
mry  declaration,  which  will  be  taken 
aasis  of  the  concert  of  measures 
.ustria  and  Russia  are  to  employ 
ittamment  of  their  object. — 2.  His 

and  royal  maj.  engages  to  execute, 

delay,  the  military  arrangement 
ipoo  at  Vienna,  the  lo'th  of  July, 
or  the  armed  demonstration  which 
ilitale  the  negotiation,  as  for  the 
ns  against  the  enemy,  which  may 
in  the  confidence  and  certain  ex- 
it, that  the  present  preliminary 
nt  shall  be  unexceptioimbly  and 

fulfilled,  and  that  the.  definitive 
ntshal!  be  concluded  without  delay, 
the  same  basis  between  the  ihrct 
—3.  His  imperial  and  royal  maj. 

as  soon  as  the  whole  or  a  part  of 
ma  troops  shall  have  passed  their 
f  not  to  treat  lor  peace  but  on  the 
ich  his  maj.  litis  himself  uckuoiv- 
3  be  indispensable  for  the  safely  (i 

and  if  hostilities  shall  take  place 

neither  a  pases  nor  a  truce,   bu1 


of  t 


JOih 


ilth  of  A; 
ned,  in  delivering  liie  present  pre- 
declaration,  winch  is  to  be  in  tiic 
nd.toaliave  the  validity  of  the  must 
let,  lu  his  eSC.  tlie  prince  Czar- 
is  authorised  to  announce  to  him, 
me  time,  litat  he  is  ready  to  pru- 
imediatefy,  to  the  conclusion  ol 
al  art  of  aco  akut  of  the  court  of 

o  the  COiliart  ol  the  JOUl  March 
pril).— '1'he  prevent  Unlaration, 
delivered  ta  the  tuuteiagflsd  by 
the  prince  L'zarloryi-ki,  shall  be 
ythe  respuctive  sovereigns,  in  the 
isible  lime,  and  the  ralilicatioiis 
exchanged  at  St.  I'eicTsburgh.— 
if  winch,  the  undersigned,  ambas- 
r.  and  plump,  of  his  imperial  and 
tstolic  maj,  hus  signed  the  present 
jii,  hits  caused  to  be  affixed  there- 
alof  his  arms,  and  has  exchanged 
,  the  declaration,  signed  tins  day, 
C.  prince  Csartaryski,  joint  mini- 


ster for  foreign  affairs  of  Lis  ma 

peror  of  all  the  Uussins.      Do 

Petersburgb,  the£nhAug.(28thJ 

Signed,  J.  I'murF*,  count  de  $ 

No.  II.  (C>— Cm  </  the  Dttim 

Inertd  by  Prime  Uzartarytki  t 

bauwbr  Count  de  StatHun,  on 

July  (yM  dvg.)  1805. 

The  undersigned  iniiji»t«cr  t 
affairs,  being  authorised  to  that  oi 
iitaj.  the  emperor  of  all  the  Russia, 
to  his  e*c.  the  ambassador  coun 
dion,as  follows:  1,  The  several 
lions  and  proposals  announced  by 
of  Vienna,  in  the  preliminary  dt 
delivered  bytlie  vice-chancellor  ol 
arid  state,  count  de  CobenUcl,  U 
bassador  count  de  Razoumofeky 
/  th  of  July,  are  assumed  by  his 
emperor  of  all  die  Russias,  to  i 
basis  for  the  concert  of  measures 
tof  Russia,  and  those  o 
and  ol  London,  In  like  manner, 
di lies t ions  proposed  therein  by  hi* 
and  royal  imij.  lor  the  regulatio 
affairs  of  the  coalmen!,  are  also  ad' 
case  of  there  being  reason  to  hope 
may  be  avoided  by  means  of 
tion,— 3.  His  majesty  the  empen 
the  Russias  confirms  the  military 
meats  detailed  in  the  protocol  of 
enees  held  between  the  general  I 
tt'iurzuigerode  on  one  side,  and  th 
de.Vlnvurzeiibrrgund  general  Mac 
other,  and  which  was  signed  the 
July.  And  his  imperial  maj.  engagi 
ly  to  fuilil  the  whole  of  the  measun 
in  arranged. — 3.  Hia  majesty  the  < 
uf  all  the  Russias  engages,  moret 
Endeavour  to  prevail  on  his  Brit, 
consent  to  the  modifications  aud  d 
contained  in  the  paper  inlitled,  "  11 
on  some  particular  objects  of  the  ■ 
tion  signed  between  the  courts  of 
burgh  and  London,  the  30th  Mare) 
April)  of  this  year." — 1.  His  maj.  I 
peror  ol  all  the  Russias  promises  to 
best  endeavours  to  engage  his  Brit. ; 
grunt  the  total  amount  of  the  subsidi 
mauds  made  by  the  court  of  Vienui 
this  condition,  nevertheless,  that 
iperial  maj.  notwithstanding 
exertions,  should  fail  in  the  attemj. 
circumstance  shall  occasion  no  et 
cliange  in  the  measures  conceited  b 
Russia  and  Austria. — 5.  I  lis  maj.  t 
peror  of  all  the  Russias  engages,  t 
as  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  [ 
troops  shall  lt»ve  passed  their  front n 
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to  treat  for  peace  but  upon  those  bases) 
which  his  imperial  roaj.  has  himself  ac- 
knowledged to  be  iudispensible  for  the 
safety  of  Europe ;  and  when  the  war  shall 
have  broken  out,  to  make  neither  a  peace 
nor  truce  without  the  consent  of  the 
allies,  according,  to  the  stipulations  of  the 
concert  of  the  30th  March  (11th  April) 
of  this  year. — The  undersigned,  in  deliver- 
ing this,  preliminary  declaration,  which  is 
to  be  in  die  place  and  have  the  validity  of 
the  most  solemn  act,  to  the  ambassador  of 
Austria,  is  authorised  to  announce  to  him, 
st  the  same  time,  that  he  is  ready  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  on  these  bases  to  the 
conclusion  of  the- formal  act  of  accession  of 
the- court  of  Vienna  to  the  concert  of  the 
30th  March  (11th  April).— The  present 
declaration,  and  that  delivered  in  return 
"by  the  ambassador,  count  de  Stadion,  shall 
be  ratified  by  the  respective  sovereigns,  in 
the  shortest  possible  term,  and  the  ratifi- 
cations exchanged  at  St.  Petersburgh. — In 
iaith  of  which,  the  undersigned  joint  mini- 
afcer  for  foreign  affairs  has  signed  the  pre- 
sent declaration,  has  caused  the  seal  of  his 
amis-  to  be  affixed  thereto,  and  has  ex- 
changed, it  agaiust  the  declaration  signed 
this  day  by  his  exc.  the  count  de  Stadion. 
Done  at  St.  Petersburgh  the  28th  July 
(0th' Aug.)  1805.  (Signed)  Le  Prince 
Adxm'DE  Czartorysxi. 
No.  IIw  (D)— — — Declaration  of  Prince 
Gzartoryski  to-  lard  G.  L.  Goner,  dated 
Mi  Peters&urgh,  28f  A  July  {9th  Aug.) 
1805. 
The  undersigned,  joint  minister  for 
foreign  affairs,  being  authorised  to  that  ef- 
fect,by  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  all  the 
Aassiae,  declares  to  bis  exc.  the  ambassa- 
dor. Lord  G»  L.  Gower,  as  follows  i — 1 . 
The*  undersigned  has  this  day  exchanged 
with  his  e&c.  the  ambassador  of  Austria, 
the  declarations,  of  which  copies  are  hereto 
annexed.— 1?;  His  maj.  the  emperor  of  all 
the  Rustics,  expects  that  the  ambassador 
oi  England  will  agree,  in  the  name  of  his 
court,  without  reserve,  to  their  contents : 
and  that  if  be  do-  not  consider  himself  suffi- 
ciently authorised  thereto,  he  will  express, 
is  a  formal  declaration,  the  several  points  to 
which  he  can  immediately  assent. — 3.  The 
undersigned  is  authorised  to  exchange  this 
declaration  against  that  which  shall  be  deli- 
vered to  him  by  his  exc.  lord  G.  L.  Gower. 
—The  present  declaration,  and  that  deliver- 
ed in  return  by  the  ambassador  of  England, 
which  are  to  be  in  the  place  and  to  have 
the  validity  of  the  most  solemn  act,  shall 


be  ratified  by  their  : 
and  the  ratification* 
tersburgh  in  the  sho; 
Iu  faith  of  which,  tl 
ministes  for  foreign  i 
present  declaration, 
fixed  to  it  the  sec 
has  exchanged  it  af 
signed  this  day  by 
sador  of  England, 
burgh,  the  28th  of 

PRINCE  CZAUTORYSl 

No.  IK  (&)— Itefeff 
jetty's  Ambassador 
and  delivered  to  Pr 
Count  de  Stadion,  J 
The  undersigned 
plenip.  of  his  Brit  m 
ted  by  bis  exc.  the  pri 
minister  for  foreign  i 
de  Stadion,  ainbassai 
of  his  imperial,  royal, 
accede  to  the  declare 
changed  between  the  i 
this  day,  the  9th  of 
his  full  powers,  deck 
several  observations  i 
ed  by  the  court  of  Vi 
uary  declaration  de 
chancellor  of  the  com 
de  Cobentzel,  to  the  i 
zoumoufsky,  on  the 7 
mtmoire  raisonni  of  I 
assumed  by  his  maj 
united  kingdom  of  G 
land,  &c.  &c.  to  ser 
concert  of  measure! 
courts  of  Loudon,  Vie 
and  the  modifications 
the  regulation  of  the 
neut,  are  in  like  maa 
there  should  be  react 
may  be  avoided  by  tJ 
tion. — The  British  a 
declares  that  bis  ppsi 
elude  him  from  accet 
demands  of  the  court 
in  the  name  of  his* 
monthly  subsidies  age 
of  the  30th  of  March  t 
payable  from  the  1st  a 
gages  likewise  to  act 
possible  delay,  the 
months-subsidies,  ui 
mitre  mis*- en  campag 
condition,  that  his  Bl 
whatever  payments  4 
in  favour  of  his  impel 
yond  the-raUlioa  stipe* 
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ditionnl  article  of  the  above- mentioned 
treaty,  whether  m  frmHre  mix  en  coin- 
^»r  or  a*  current  subs.dy.  in  Cat* 
that  the.  negotiations,  which  are  MJWt  lo 
be  set  on  foot  by  (lie  French  izovejimn-nl, 

do  not  termiimte  in  war. lie  declare-, 

Moreover,  tWir  the  said  neeociaiionsBliull 
brought  lo  a  conclusion  before  the 
JWtdnyof  December,  J8(i5,  the  expira- 
bon  ut  the  tint  three  monlhs  shall  be  the 
i.  .  'ii  1. 1  il.c  payments,  which  are  lo  be  con- 
tinued monthly,  until  the  RomowiMMSWt 
01  hostilities. — His  imperial  and  nival  maj. 
■Ming  eDgftged  lo  embody  an  armed  force 
•f  not  lens  than  ;;20,00(i  men.  the  under- 
ngni-d  consents,  that  the  advances  to  be 
Ml»,  under  (lie  head  of  prrmiirc  mine  en 
nmpafrnr,  shall  be  paid  according  lo  this 
calculation.  With  this  condition  nevertbo- 
Wm,  that  if,  eonlrary  to  all  expectation, 
the  Austrian  armies  do  not  amoun;  to  the 
force  above  specified,  his  Brit,  ma j.  may 
••dui  t  from  this  payment  a  sum  propor- 
>  the  numbers  that  are  wanting. 
—The  British  ambassador  cannot  con- 
modificaiions  and  demands 
1  (he  paper,  intituled,  "  Remarks 
c  particular  objects  of  the  Cop' 
£ned  between  the  comls  of  I'eters- 

1  .-I'  l.uiiu the  90th  of  March, 

Fof  April)"  of  ibis  year;  es  he  ha! 
Intlierio  received  no  instructions  from  hii 
fourt,  which  authorise  him  to  accede  tc 
tuch  demands. — The  Bliush  iimbassadoi 
fccepis  (he  accession  ol  his  maj.  the  em- 
ptor and  king,  under  the  conditions speci- 
*fd  in  the  preliminary  declarations  ex- 
ttuig.'il  this  day  between  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  their  imperial  and  rova!  majesties. 
■ilh  this  formal  reservation,  that  this  ac- 
Rptatmit  shall  not  be  considered  as  valid, 
nor   the     above-mentioned    engagements 


obligatory,  unices  the  court 
«  tlieir'side,  conform  the 
wtoleof  the  stipulations  . 
-The  und' T.I.-H.  .1,    in  de 

t'  Vienna  shall 

iselves  to   the 

the  said  act. 

tie.  prince  Cntrl 
fc  present  preTmiinarj  di  i 
•  lobe  in  the  place,  anil  ha 
tf  the  most  solemn  truatv,  i 
•■Munee  to  him  at  the  sain 

lit  tie  Stadion' 

ve  [he  validity 
authorised  to 
time,  that  he 

•  ready  to  proceed    iminiil 

itely  on  these 

i,  to  the  conclusion  of  the  formal  act 
ofttwsMon  of  (he  court  of  Vienna  to  tbe 
eartcertof  ibe.'J0tli  March  (I  [th  April). — 
thtte  presents  shall  be  raiiiied  bv  the  re- 
MMive  courts,    in   the    shortest   possible 

*stbj.- In   witness   whereof,   the  under- 

^ped,  by  virtue  ol   the  full  powers  of  his 
Vol.  VI.  Apfev&x. 


P.i-ir.  in:ii..  btt  signed,  the  presen 
nary  declaration,  and  hat,  iflljkW 

An  n  .i  M  Mi  ma*.    Done  at  Si 

bufgh,    the  SSth  July  (Oih  Aug 
(1,.  S.1  G.  U  Gow*t. 

No.  III. — Preliminary  and  Secret 
{fin  bfflUM  hit  Maj.  and  the 
Sweden,  signed  at  Stockhvlm, 
ISM. 
His  maj.  the  king  ofiheuni 
dnmofGl.  Brit,  and  ire-kind,  and 
the  king  of  Sweden,  being  animati 
muluid  devire  lo  ttlMgtllHI  ftl 
dam  Uterfe*  of  friendship  and  r. 
inch  lo  happily  e\isi  between 
courts,  having  thought  proper,  i 
view,  to  regulate,  by  a  preliminary 
:ret  convention,  certain  point*  of  i 
ua]  interests,  relatire  10  the  pn 
luation  of  affairs ;  their  said  majesl 
named  for  that  purpose,  bit  maj.  th 
the  united  kingdom  of  G.  Brit,  and 
(he  sieur  Henry  Pierrepont  his  env 
and  minister  pjenip.,  and  his  maj. 
of  Sweden,  the  sieur  Frederick,  d 
heim,  president  of  his  chancery,  at 
mander  of  his  order  of  the  polar  stf 
after  having  reciprocally  coram u 
their  full  powers,  have  agreed  ti] 
following  articles:— Art.  I.  His  Bi 
in  order  lo  enable  his  Swedish  ma 


sffec 


the 


Slralsund,  against 
the  part  of  the  Trench,  engages  > 
once  for  all,  the  sum  of  fJO.OOOi.  s 
which  is  to  be  appropriated  solely 
purpose;  this  sum  shall  he  remii 
three  payments,  at  the  interval  of  a 
between  each,  the  first  of  which  is 
come  due  upon  the  ratifications  oft! 
veuiion  being  exchanged.  —  Art.! 
maj.  the  king  of  Sweden  engages,  i 
as  the  war  between  Sweden  and 
Continues,  or  during  the  space  of  IS  c 
.he  leant,  to  permit  the  establis 
of  a  depot  in  Swedish  Pomerania,  eil 
Sli  alsund,  or  in  the  island  of  Kugen. 
both  ihose  places,  tor  the  corps  of  ! 
verians,  which  his  Brit.  maj.  shall 
>irous  of  raising  there.— Art.  III.  Tt 
ers  appointed  to  raise  the  said 
hall  be  allowed  to  clothe,  ami,  and  \ 
bem,  to  form  them  into  battalions,  i 
remove  ihem  out  of  Swedish  Pom 
:o  such  places,  and  m  such  propoi 
his  Bnt.  maj.  shall  judge  proper.- 
IV.  The  stipulations  of  the  two  p'm 
les  being  founded  on  the  pri 
that  Sweden  is  actually  «  declined 
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gerent  party,  it  is  understood  that  the  |  purpose,  their  said 
said  articles  II.  and  III.  are  to  be  sus- 1  and  named  for  their 


pended  in  their  operations  until  his 
Swedish  maj.  shall  find  himself,  by  the 
return  of  the  open  season,  in  a  situation 
to  send  additional  reinforcements,  into 
Pomerania,  inspmuch  that  no  measure 
relative  to  these  dispositions  can  be  ad- 
opted before  that  time.— Art. V.  His  maj. 
the  king  of  Sweden  engages,  moreover,  to 
grant  to  the  subjects  of  his  Brit.  maj.  during 


his  maj.  the  king  of! 
G.  Brit,  and  Irela 
Pierrepont,  his  env» 
pleuipo.  with  his  Swc 
the  king  of  Sweden, 
top  her  baron  de  Tol 
dom  of  Sweden,  gov 
Scania,  gen,  of  cava  I 
of  the  rcg.  of  carbine 
and  commander  of  1 


the  continuance  of  the   war  between  G. 

Brit,  and  France,  the  right  of  an  ait  repot  at  I  of  ail  the  Russian  on 

Stralsuud,  for  all  the  articles  of  the  growth,   upou  the  following  t 


produce,  and  merchandize,  as  well  of  G. 
Brit,  as  of  her  colonics,  shipped  in  British 
or  Swedish  vessels.     All  such  articles  in- 
tended for  re-exportation,  whether  by  sea 
or  land,  shall  only  pay  a  duty  of  three  quar- 
ters per  cent,  ad  valorem  ;  and  those  for 
consumption,  such  duties  only  as  arc  actually 
established  at  the  port  of  Stralsuud  with  re- 
spect to  the  most  favoured  nations.  A  more 
detailed  arrangement  of  thio  branch  of  com- 
merce, as  likewise  of  other  points  whereby 
the  commercial  interests  of  the  two  nations 
might  be  more  closely  connected,  is  to  be 
reserved  for  a  particular  act. — Art.  VI.  I  lis 
maj.   the  king  of  the  united  kingdom  0t 
Ci4  Brit,  and  Ireland,  and  his  maj.  the  king 
of  Sweden,  mutually  engage  to  ratify  the 
present  act,  and  the  ratifications  thereof  shall 
be  exchanged  in  the  space  of  six  weeks,  or 
sooner  if  possible,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  its  signature.     In  witness  whereof, 
we  the  undersigned,  furnished  with  the  full 
powers  of  our  respective  sovereigns,  have 
signed  the  present  convention,  and  have 
thereunto  affixed  the  seals  of  our  arms. 
Done  at  Stockholm,  the  3d  of  Dec.  1804. 
(Was  signed)  IIenrt  Pierrkpont.     F. 

dT.HUENHEIM. 

No.  iV". — Convention  between  his  Mnj*  and 
the  King  of  Sweden,  signed  at  Hd&ingborg 
thc3Ut  Avg.  1805. 

His  maj.  the  kingof  the  united  kingdom 
of  G.  Brit,  and  Ireland,  and  his  maj.  the 
king  of  .Sweden,  animated  with  equal  de- 
sire to  contribute,  by  all  the  means  which 
Providence  has  placed  at  their  disposal,  to 
put  an  end  to  the  misfortunes  which  disturb 
the  peace  of  Europe,  and  particularly  con- 


prefiminary  and   set 
eluded  between  the 
Dec-  180-t  is  renew* 
in  full  force  and  vali 
hereinafter  specified 
his  maj.  the  king  o 
that  the  object  statet 
not  be  more  com  pie 
spect  to  Swedish  Poi 
tainiug  the  fortress 
spectable  state  of  de 
serve  a  rallying  poin 
for  the  forces  of  the 
pecially  for  the  troo] 
the  llussias,  in  case  1 
be  desirous  of  land 
place,  in  order  to  a 
ral  plan,  engages  to 
of  1800/.  sterling  k 
regular   trc/ops,  wit 
maj.  shall  reinforce 
the  city  of  Stralsund, 
of  8000  men  in  the 
sufficient  for  the  deft 
the  usual  garrison,  i 
militia,  amounting  t 
is  understood,  that  tb 
of  in  the  preceding 
cced  4000  men  of  r 
the  subsidies  to  be  I 
the  king  of  G.  Bril 
»uni  of  72QOL  sterl 
IV.  The  payment  of 
subsidies  shall  be  H 
every  month, and  6hu| 
first  day  of  July  last,  j 
amounting  to  1500  j 
suud,  and  for  the  \ 


■vinced  of  the  urgency  of  securing  the  for-   may  arrive  there  fro* 


tified  places  in  the  north  of  Germany 
against  all  hostile  enterprise,  have  agreed 
to  enter  into  stipulations  for  that  purpose, 
by  a  separate  convention,  in  addition  to  the 
preliminary  and  secret  one  concluded  be- 
tween them  on  the  3d  of  Dec.  last ;  for  which 


Art.  V.  The  two  hj| 
not  having  been  abb 
penses  of  transport) 
Sweden,  desirous  o£| 
proof  of  his  wish  tmt 
cess  of  the  commoaf 
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the  sole  charge  of  conveying  to  Pomerania 
ibe  troops  which  are  to  be  sent  there,  in 
pursuance  of  ihe  present  convention,  and 
not  to  require  any  thing  (or  their  return. — 
Art.  VI.  His  maj.  the  emperor  of  all  the 
RlHftias  having  signified  his  desire  to  laud  a 
part  of  his  troops  in  Homerauia,  his  Swe- 
dnh  maj.  engages,  in  consequence  of  the 
present  convention,  to  aft'ord  every  facility 
in  bis  power  to  such  disembarkation,  and 
moreover  to  enter  into  particular  stipula- 
tions wjih  his  imperial  maj.  on  that  head. 
— Art.  VII.  As  the  conditions  of  Ihe  ob- 
ligations contained  in  the  articles  II.  &  III. 
•f  the  preliminary  and  secret  convention, 
limit  the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  there- 
to gruu  ted  to  the  king  of  G.  Britain,  to  the 
duration  of  the  war  between  Sweden  and 
France,  or  to  ihe  period  ol 'eighteen  months 
lot  the  least,  and  his  Britannic  niaj.  not 
baving  availed  himself  of  the.  stipulations 
f  the  above-mentioned  two  articles,  bat 
aaj.  the  king  of  Sweden  engages  to  extend 
>  long  as  the  subsidies  fixed  by  the 
.  convention,  shall  be  discharged  by 
r.  Brit.,  and  whilst  that  power  shall  conti- 
le  the  war  against  France,  in  conjunction 
"i  Russia. — An.  V11I.  The  ratification 
e  present  convention  shall  be  exchao- 
•t  Stockholm,  within  six  wet-In,  or 
,  if  possible. — In  witness  whereof, 
we  the  undersigned,  in  virtue  of  our"  powers, 
have  signed  tliu  present  convention,  and 
have  affixed  thereto  the  seals  of  our  arm?. 
Doneal  UeUinghurg.theJlstol'Aug.  1S0J. 
(Wwwgnecl)  lUsH.v-Pit.mtEfoNT.  J.C. 
11a ros  deToli.. 

Su.  1\".  £  A)— Ml  of 'Guarantee  by  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia,  a/'  the  C'mji entioti  signed 
at  Uelsingborg,  on  the  3-1  nf  Dec.  ISO*. 
A  convention  having  been  concluded 
tins  day,  by  the  interred  lion  ol  his  rairj. 
ihe  ompwor  of  nil  the  Russus,  between 
hit  maj.  the  king  of  tlie  united  kingdom  of 
(i.  Brit,  and  Ireland,  and  Ins  ma),  ihe 
king  of  Sweden,  to  provide  fat  ihe  rein- 
forcement uf  the  garrison  of  Stralsuud,  in 
pursuance  of  the  secret  and  preliminary  coii- 
Wotiou  of  the  3d  of  Dec.  ISO*  ;  the  two 
ligh  contracting  parties  have  amicably  re- 
loeited  his  imperial  maj.  to  consent  togua- 
tantce  the  execution  of  0o  desirable  an  ob- 
JU,  His  maj.  the  emperor  of  all  the,  Rus- 
Htt  has  accordingly  willingly  agreed  to  a 
■fcuure  which  tends  solely  to  so  salutary 
an  end  ;  and  bavin-  thereunto  furnished  us 
*itk  his  full  powers,  wc  lite  undersigned 
■woy  extra,  and  minister  plcnip.  of  his  im- 
|«ial  majesty,  declare  and  assurn  by  this 


preterit  net,  in  virtue  of  our  fu 
thiit  his  n>nj.  the  emperor  of  all  t; 
guarantees  the  convention,  ivhicl 
signed  this  dav,  between  bis  maj 
of  the  united  kingdom  at  G.  Brit 
land,  and  his  maj.  the  king  of  S 
all  its  extent,  as  well  with  the  tw 
articles  which  are  annexed  to  it,  t 
form  part  of  the  same,  as  of  all  < 
ditrons,  clauses,  and  stipulations, 
contained  therein,  in  the  best  pos* 
and  thai  his  imperial  niaj.  will  ci 
forwarded  and  delivered,  the  pan 
titicaliona  of  this  act  of  guarantee 
of  which,  we  have  signed  tfae  pr 
and  have  caused  the  seal  of  our  a 
thereto  affixed,  and  have  exet 
against  the  acts  of  acceptation; 
be  likewise  exchanged  Hue  ratine 
ihe  present  act  against  the  raiific 
ihe  said  acts  of  acceptation,  in 
of  six  weeks,  or  sooner,  if  posslblf 
at  Helsingborg  this  3Qst  day  of  A 
D.  Alopevs. 

No.  IV.  (U>—  Acceptance  by  hit  m. 
Ratsian  Guurantee  to  the  Treati 
tinborg,  af  3Ur  Jus.  1805. 
A  convention  having  been  a 
this  day,  by  the  intervention  of 
the  emperor  of  all  the  Russia*,  bet 
maj.  the  king  of  the  united  kingdo 
Brit,  and  Ireland,  and  his  maj.  ih 
Sweden,  to  provide  for  ihe  reinfi 
of  the  garrison  ol  Slralsund,  in  p 
ol  the  secret  and  preliminary  convi 
the  3d  of  Dec.  1  80*  ;  and  his  said 
maj.  having  also  granted,  at  the  n 
ihfihlgu  contracting  parties  a  guan 
all  the  stipulations  contained  in 
convention,  the  undersigned,  euvc 
.oid  minister  plenip.  of  his  niaj.  thi 
till  united  kingdom  of  G.  Brit,  and 
receives  with  acknowledgement  tbt 
guarantee  which  has  been  deliverei 
tins  day,  in  the  name  of  his  impei 
ol  all  the  Russian,  by  his  envoy  ex 
minister  plenip.,  and  declares,  at  tl 
lime,  that  bis  Brit.  maj.  will  cauB 
lor  warded  and  delivered,  the  ratitic 
ibis  act  of  acceptation. — In  faith  ol 
the  undersigned  minister  plenip.  hai 
tins  present  act,  and  has  caused  I 
of  bis  arms  to  be  thereto  atfixed, 

xbanged  it  against  the  act  of  gt 
above  mentioned  ;  as  shall  also  be 
ged,  the  ratifications  of  the  pre: 
against  the  ratifications  of  ihe  sail 
guarantee  within  the  space  of  six  w 
tooucr   if  possible.     Done  at  Hcl 
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this  31st  day   of  Aug.    1805.     (Signed) 

Henry  Pikrrepont. 

No.  IV.  (C; — First  Separate  Article  of  the 

Convention    of    Hvlsinborg,    signed   3 1st 

Aug.  1805. 

His  maj.  the  king  of  the  united  king- 
dom of  G.  Brit,  and  Ireland,  and  his  maj. 
the  king  of  Sweden,  have  agreed  by  the 
present  separate  and  additional  article,  that 
the  subsidies  fixed  by  the  second  and  third 
articles  of  the  convention  signed  this  day, 
shall  continue  to  be  paid  by  G.  Brit,  during 
the  contiuuance  of  the  war  between  that 
power  and  France,  conjointly  with  Russia, 
or  as  long  as  the  state  of  affairs  and  the  ope- 
rations of  the  allies,  shall  require  that  the 
fortress  of  Stralsund  be  kept  in  a  respect- 
able state  of  defence,  unless  the  two  high 
contracting  parties  shall  mutually  consent  to 
the  cessation  of  6uch  subsidies.  In  both 
jcases,  if  the  term  of  their  payment  should 
happen  when  the  sea  is  innavigable.  11  is 
x  Brit,  maj.  engages,  nevertheless,  to  conti- 
nue their  payment,  according  to  the  same 
rate  theretofore,  till  the  day  of  the  return 
of  the  Swedish  troops  into  Pomerania,  which 
shall  take  place  by  the  earliest  opportunity. 
This  separate  article  shall   have  the 


same  force  aud  validity  as  if  it  were  inserted, 
word  for  word,  in   the  convention  signed 
this  day,  and  shall  be  ratified  at  the  same 
^fcime. — In  faith  of  which,  we   the  under* 
bigned,  by  virtue  of  our  full   powers,  have 
signed  the  present  separate  art. ,  and  have 
caused  the  seal  of  our  arms  to  be  affixed 
thereto.— 'Done  at  Helsingborg,  the  31st  day 
of  Aug.  1805. — Signed,  Henry  Pie  hue- 
font.     T.  E.  Baron  de  Toll. 
Jmo.  IV.  (D)  ^—Second  Separate  Article  of 
the  Convention  of  Helsingborg,  signed  the 
^Ut  of  Aug.  1805. 

The  Hanoverian  troops,  which  (in 
pursuance  of  the  stipulations  of  the  second 
and  third  art.  of  ihe  secret  and  preliminary 
convention  of  the  3d  Dec.  1^04,  renewed 
by  the  seventh  art.  oT  the  present  conveiw 
tion)may  be  hereafter  assembled  in  Swedish 
Pomerania,  shall  continue,  as  long  as  they 
remain  in  that  province,  under  the  su- 
preme orders  of  the  commander?in-chief 
of  the  united  forces,  without  any  violation 
of  the  rights  established  in  the  three  above- 
mentioned  articles. — This  separate  art. 
shall  have  the  same  force  and  validity,  as 
if  jt  were  inserted,  word  for  word,  in  the 
convention  signed  this  day,  and  shall  be 
ratified  at  the  same  timc.~-In  faith  of 
which,  wc  the  undersigned,  by  virtue  of 
our  full  powers,  have  siguud  the  present 


separate  art,  anc 
our  arms  to  be  tl 

Helsingborg,  this 
— Signed   IIenr' 
Baron  de  Toll* 
No.  V.— Treaty  < 
the  King  ofStoi 
3d  of  Oct.  18C5 
In  the  name 
Undivided  Trinity 
the  united  kiugdo 
land,  und  his  ma 
pursuance  of  the  t 
understanding  by 
sent  so  happily  i 
bhshing  a  more  di 
every  thing  whit 
war,,  which  the  F 
against  several  po' 
unjust  aud   often* 
itself  upon  princir. 
security  aud  tram 
dent    state ;    the 
judged  proper  to 
the  means  of  opp 
to  the  misfortunes 
of  Europe.      In 
chosen  and  nam< 
tiaries,  namely,  1 
united  kingdom  o 
the  hon.  HenrvPi 
and  minister  pleu 
and  his  maj.  the  k 
Christopher   Baro 
kingdom  of  Swede 
of  Scania,  gen.  e 
chief  of  the  region 
nia,  knight  and  cc 
and  knight  of  all  I 
alter  having  comui 
full  powers,  have- 
ing  articles  ; — Ari 
feet  understanding 
between  his  Brit,  n 
of  Sweden. — Art 
eluded  between  th 
31st  Aug. last,  isl 
remain  in  full  fore 
dent  of  the  new  sti| 

present  treaty  .-r-X 
of  Sweden,  desirf 
effect  towards  tbi 
plan,  engages  to  i 
destined  to  act  ag4 
in  concert  with  dj 
with  the  troops  o£i 
the  Uussias,  whid| 
merania,  The  nq| 
employed  for  thjp 
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ry  case,  at  12,000  men. — Art.  4. 
il.  in:. ...  in  order  to  facilitate  to  bis 
h  maj.  tbe  means  of  acting  with  vi- 
md  conformably  to  the  sentiments  of 
id  interest,  by  which  he  is  animated 
common  cause,  engages  to  furnish 
.  annual  subsidy,  at  the  rale  of  twelve 
j  ten  shillings  sterling  for  every  man ; 
subsidy  shall  be  paid  in  equal  pro- 
)B,  at  the  end  of  each  month. — Art. 
Brit.  mnj.  moreover  engugea,  as  a 
bsation  for  the  expenses  of  assem- 
equipping,  and  conveying  the  said 
,  to  luruibh,  under  tile  head  of  put' 
lem  in  motion,  a  sum  equal  to  rive 
t  subsidy,  to  be  calculated  according 
scale  laid  down  in  the  preceding  art. 
ivablu  immediately  alter  the  ratilica- 
f  the  present  treaty. — Am.  6.  Tlie 
gli  contracting  panics  engage 
wii  their  arms,  nor  to  conclude  peace 
be  common  enemy,  but  by  mutt 
it;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  renin 
and  inseparably  united,  as  long 
ir  lasts,  and  until  the  conclusion  ol 
i  pacification. — Art.  7 ■  In  pursuance 
engagements  agreed  upon  between 
tt  bigh  contracting  parties  by  virtue  of 
speeding  art.  not  to  by  down  their 
Alt  by  common  consent,  his  Brit. maj. 
is  to  continue  the  subsidies  stipulated 
■  [ires-  in  treaty,  until  the  end  of  the 
-Aut.  S.  Hi,  lini.  tnaj..  in 


■.\[j..- 


l  tin-  r 


(v-edish  oraiy,  as  ui  all  oilier  obj< 
.-ii  ri  [Imrewtth,   engage* w  continue 
bsidiM  stipulated  by  the  present  trea- 


ttl   [tin 


i   after  th( 


l"-'i( 


•).    His 

[ante  ij l'  putting  tin-  fortress  ut  Strut 
n  the  best  potsiUe  stated  detent 
9slu  place,  immediately  nl'lcr  ill'*  i"i- 
ificalions   Ol  ilie 


i  the 


oil 


■■-lisii  u 


Je. — In  « 

ness  whercol,   we   the  un- 

,ned,  in   v 

rtae   ol   our  powers,    have 

1  the  prese 

it  treat v,  tmd  hnve  there- 

affixed  Hie 

seals  i-!'  nor  arms.—Betii 

«kasc<.g, 

lie   3d    Oct,    1805.    (Was 

I)IiWy 

lEftllEKJST.   J.C.  BAROV 

OIL, 

SUPPLEMENTARY 


BOTH      HOUSES     OF     1'ABLt, 
AND    4tII    FEB.    1806V 

No  I. — Copy  of  a  tiixjiatchfroi 
P'igct  to  Lord  Mu/grme,  (N 
Vienna,  Jiair  5,  iSOj. 

My  lord  ;  when  I  wit*  wii 
bentzl  yesterday  inoruiug,  1 
considerably  agitated  on  accoi 
telligenee  he  had  received  f 
He  began  by  Eetliu  me  thai 
lely  mixinim  lor  my  airi 
order  to  communicate  to  me 
(nation  which  had  baen  ruce 
the  preceding  evening  by  a  c 
then  sent  for  the  dnjMttihBI 
received  from  the  imperial 
Genoa,  utid  gam  ihcni  to  me 
substance  ol  them  is  continue 
ceding  number. — The  origin* 
sent  in  the  night  to  ilm  rinper 
and  the  vice-einoio'llur  VHJ 
ing  aueslal'ette  with  the  iittcll 
1'elersburgh. — 1  wrote  a.  f«w 
room  by  this  opportunity,  t 
majesty's  ambassador  at  Mint  c 
c  i  re  u  mat  antes.  Count  Cobei 
if  I  meant  to  transmit  the  * 
messenger,  and  indeed  seemt 
sirous  th.it  I  should;  but.  upm 
it  appeared  cer 
received  it  boo 
however,  ltd  ir 
«hat  he  conjectured  to  be  th 
ol  lli.' govt,  upon  this  nnporta 
thb  question  lie  replied,  th.i 
■m'iirn  that  it  had  made  a  v 
lerions  impression  upon  .1 
naj.'s  ministers ;  but  that,  in  I 
bsence,  he  could  not  lake 
entirely  to  say  more;  that  h 
that  the  lirst  order  he  should 
Ins  imperial  mnj,  would  be 
whole  mission  from  Genoa. 
new  ended  here,  after  &  cons 
had  ehip-eci  in  tlie  perusal  of 
papers.  I  h.ive  the  bunoui 
(Signed)  Aicmua  Paoet. 
Cup*  of  a  DispttcA  (No.  5«.\ 
t/tur  Pigtt  to  Lord  Mu 
I'lctma,  SSd  Jwtt  IMS. 
iMy  lord;  it  is,  I  believe, 
lb.:  annexation  of  Genoa  and 
arts  which  nothing  but  an  ap 
can  afford  a  proper  salisfactiO 
dmgly,  I  do  not  find  that  the 
broken  silence  upon  those  sub 


it  that  gi 
■  through  Ft 
o  ask  the  vii 
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been  lately  a  subject  of  deliberation  in  the 
military  councils  here,  whether,  in  the 
event  of  being  attacked,  Venice  should  be 
abandoned,  and  the  question  has  been  de- 
cided in  the  negative. — Gen.  Devaux,  an 
engineer  officer  of  great  merit  in  this  ser- 
vice, sets  out  within  this  day  or  two,  in 
order  to  put  the  following  places  into  the 
best  possible  state  of  defence,  viz.  Venice, 
Treviso,  Trent,  and  Brixen.  (Signed)  Ar- 
thur Paget. 

Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  Sir  Arthur  Paget 
to  Lord  Mulgrave,  dated  Vienna,  6th  July 
1805.  (No.  55.) 
My  lord ;  the  French  ambassador  de- 
manded at  the  beginning  of  this  week  an 
interview  with  the  vice-chancellor,  who, 
being  himself  too  unwell  to  accept  it,  de- 
puted the  under-secretary  of  state  to  re- 
ceive him. — The  purport  of  the  communi- 
cation made  by  M .  de  Rochefoucault  was 
to  inform  this  court,  that  the  different  en- 
campments which  had  lately  taken  place  in 
Italy,  had  been  formed  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  exercising  the  troops,  and  that, 
having  been  inspected  by  Bonaparte,  they 
had  broken  up,  and  the  troops  had  re- 
turned into  their  respective  quarters ;  that 
Bonaparte  could  not  be  ignorant  of,  or  in- 
sensible to,  the  great  military  preparations 
•which   have  of  late  been  making  in  this 
country;  that  he  trusted,  however,  that 
the  emperor,  guided  by  a  mutual  desire 
to  remain  upon  terms  of  friendship  and 
amity  with  France,  would  give  the  same 
unequivocal  proofs  of  it.— Two  or  three 
days  after  this  communicrtion,  the  vice- 
chancellor  saw   the  French   ambassador, 
and  gave  him  the  same  sort  of  answer  he 
bad  already  done  on  nearly  a  similar  oc- 
casion.    He  informed  Win),  that  the  mili- 
tary preparations  alluded  to,  had  been  de- 
termined   upon   in   consequence    of    the 
French  army  in  Italy  having  been  consi- 
derably augmented ;  that  precaution  there- 
fore had  rendered  them  necessary  ;  that  it 
was,  and  always  should  be  the  emperor's 
firm  resolution,  to  adopt  such  a  system  as 
the  safety  of  his  dominions  appeared  to 
require  ;  that  the  preparations  in  question 
were  within  those  dominions,  whereas  Bo- 
naparte had  collected  his  troops  in  a  coun- 
try which  did   not  belong  to  him.— The 
above  is  the  substance  of  what  has  passed 
upon  this  occasion  between  the  vice-chan- 
cellor and  the  French  ambassador,  as  re- 
lated to  me  by  the  former.     (Signed)  Ar- 
thur Paget. 
Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  Sir  A.  Paget  to 


Lord  Mulgt 
(No.  64.) 
My  lord ;  on 
or  Tuesday  last 
40,000  men  at 
Italy  and  the  1 
120,000  to  150, 
preparations  wl 
have  created  so 
public  here,  nor 
pect  of  a  seriou 
last  measure. — ' 
corps  would  nat 
upon  the  Inn.    r. 
lately  been  belc 
the  emperor    p 
Charles  and  Jo 
Mack,  and  Cba 
sis  ted.     The  arc 
orders  to  hold  1 
the  army  in  Ital} 
— According  tot 
by  this  governm 
to  be  any  extrao 
and  no  later  thai 
told  me,  that  ev< 
et  upon   the   Rt 
imperial  minister 
am  informed  bv 
ved  instructions 
peror  considers 
the  constitution  < 
Arthur  Pagi 
Copy  of  a  Dispata 

Mulgrave,  doit 

(No.  72.) 
My  lord  ;  I 
possession,  by  tl 
whole   of  the  n* 
carrying  on  betwe 
since  Nov.  1804. 
ago,  from  lord  G« 
messenger,  copie 
changed  between 
on  the  9th  inst. 
his  lordship,  it  \ 
maj.  has  consent! 
tions  proposed  b 
to  the  arrangemes 
tion  of  the  con  tin 
therefore,  to  be 
courts,  is  that  a 
first  place,  I  hai 
ship,  that  at  an  iJ 
Cobentzl  immedii 
lord  G.  L.  Gower! 
whether  the  emj 
Stadiou's  declarat 
conditions  under 4 
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de  to  the  Austrian  government.' — Tr 
t  to  which  application,  I  was  tbi: 
nfoniicn  by  the  vice-chancellor,  that, 
ugh  he  had  not  as  yet  received  his  ira- 
[inaj.'a  (iivil  commands,  yet  thai  he 
10  doubt  that  the  ratification  10  the 
j  declaration  would  be  still  to  St.  Pe- 
nrith by  the  fust  messenger. 
ly  unnecessary  tor  me  to  e 
lation  of  the  difference  between  the 
iy  offered,  and  the  sum  demanded 
m  year  I80(i,  the  stipulations  are, 
informed  by  the  vice-chancellor,  n 
'  understood  and  agreed  to.  It  is 
fore  for  the  subsidy  of  the  present  y 
■is  maj.'s  ultimate  decision  is  anxiously 
ed  ;  and,  with  a  view  to 
ich  as  possible  the  conclus 
ess,  I  conceive  it  to  be  the  wish  of 
sroperor's  ministers,  that  it  should 
[forth  be  treated  directly  between  the 
•  of  London  and  Vienna.— From  the 
(it  appearance  of  things,  it  is  evident, 
1  war  with  France  will  now  no  longer 
id  upon  the  payment  of  1  or  200,000/. 
or  Jess;  I  must  nevertheless  observe, 
sunt  Cobentzl  has  insinuated  to  me, 
Jie  language  which  the  emperor  will 
be  called  upon  to  hold  to  llie  Frencli 
would  naturally  be  heightened  or  low- 
in  proportion  as  he  may  be  provided 
iho  means  ol  making  good  his  pi 


His 


s    (TOVt 


inly  e 


that  the-  subsidiary  demands 

of  Vienna  beyond  the  sum  which  lias 
jv  been  offered  bv  his  inaj.'s  ambassa- 
lt  St.  Petersburg],  and  accepted  by 
I  Suidion,  will  be  strongly  pressed  up- 
-According  to   the  best  information  I 

been  able  to  obtain  upon  the  subject, 
,uslrian  armaments  have  already  occa- 
d  an  expenditure  of  about  Uii  millions 
iritis,      Wli.il  the  result  of  them  may 

anulhi-r  question  :  but  1  must  admit, 
:Uy  could   not  have  been  carried  on 

a  inure  extensive  and  u  more  formi- 
( scale,  and  with  greater  activity,  had 
sum  been  previously  placed  in  their 
.— i  have  received  the  sume  statement 
from  count   Cobentzl, 


ingiy  as  possible  upon  the  minds  of 
i»j.'s  uiiutatcrs,  that,  considering  the 
'.bed  State  of  the  finances  of  tins  coun- 
the  emperor  fully  relied  upon  the  ge- 
•ity  of  his  ma>,  and  had,  cuusequeut- 
oi  hesitated  at  once  to  place  his  ar- 

upoii  the  most  luiiindabli*  footing. 
ed)     Ahtuub  l'au*.r. 


Copy  of  a  Ditpatch  from  Si 

Lord  Alutgravc,  dated  fit* 
180*.    (No.  73.) 
My  lord  ;  1  have  the  hot 

:i  Rrgleuielll  which  wiuputllil 

Mud  by  which  the  Austrian  i 

red  to  be  upon  the  wai-estat 
order  to  avoid  your  lordship 
content  with  the  probably  b 
which  this  Rvglciueut  is  w 
caused  n  translation  to  be  n: 
sential  points  contained  in  it 
with  enclose — The  opening 
the  most  important  of  the  u 
pened  to  be  in  count  Cobeutz 
terday  morning  reading  some 
the  French  ambassador  nrriv 
joining  audience  with  this  Hi 
hand.  The  interview,  thou 
was,  I  fancy,  rather  a  boii 
M.  de  la  lUichefoucault,  a 
Kf.ylejiin  iii,  Ije^an  by  saving 
bentil  informed  me  harm 
wards,  "  Vou»  voulex  done 
bienvousraurcz;"the.  conve 
in  other  respects  appear  to  1 
The  vice-chancellor  contundi 
peror's  views  in  arming  we 
peace,  and  that  at  all  events 
his  own  country,  where**  B 
maments  were  made  in  a  cou 
not  belong  to  him. — It  is  un 
1  should  say  more  upon  tl 
your  lordship  will  have  »Ln 
through  count  Starhembcrgb 
cent  communications  whic! 
place  between  the  court  of  \ 
Preach  govt.  (Signed)  A  htm 
Copy  of  a  DUpatcitfrom  Sir  A 
to  Und  AJu/grare,  dated 
Aug.  1805.  (No.  75.) 
Mylord;aRussiuucouri. 
yesterday  with  an  accouut  th 
dy  oi'  the  Russian  troops  mr 
tcus  of  were  to  cuter  upon  thi 
nlory  on  the  liO'th  instant.  . 
nour  to  be,  Ace.  AitTuua  1 
Co/>y  of  a  Diipatchj'rom  Sir  A 
to  Lord  Mulgrave,  dated 
Aug.  1805.  (No.  77-) 
My  lord ;  it  was  not  uutil 
that  1  got  a  sight  of  the  answ« 
French  government  to  the 
the  court  of  Vieuna.  This  a 
as  a  letter  from  II.  de  Talli 
vice-chancellor,  written  abou 
ter,  and  a  second  note  prese 
Philip  Cobentzl  about  the  s 
which  I  have  read,   will  b 
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course  of  a  very  few  days  to  count  Star- 
fcrmbrrgh  fur  the  information  of  his  majes- 
ty'>  government.  In  the  mean  ime  I  will 
inform  your  lordship  of  the  sub»tance  ol 
the  matter  contained  in  these  \  icces.  In 
the  first  place,  the  nolo  in  answer  to  the  de- 
claration, contains  a  refusal  to  accept  the  me- 
diation of  the  court  of  Vienna.  Bonaparte 
rejects  all  idea  of  any  further  ncgociation 
with  Russia ;  he  at  the  same  time  tells  the 
court  of  Vienna  that  it  depends  upon  the 
emperor  to  bring  about  a  peace  between 
England  and  Fiance;  that  he  has  nothing 
to  do  but  to  disarm,  and  to  declare  to  En- 
gland tbat  he  will  take  no  part  in  her  quar- 
rels with  France,  and  that  thus  peace  be- 
tween those  powers  will  be  signed  before 
the  month  of  February.  The  letter  of  M. 
de  Talleyrand  is  written  in  the  same  sense, 
and  goes  into  a  great  deal  of  detail,  to 
prove  that  Austria  is  running  headlong  in- 
to perdition  by  allying  itself  with  Russia ; 
that  its  true  ally  is  France ;  that  the  empe- 
ror has  no  right  to  complain  of  the  annex- 
ation of  Genoa  to  France,  because  Bona- 
parte tacitly  jo  risen  ted  to  the  cession  of 
Lindau  in  Swabia  (this  is  so  ludicrous  that, 
had  I  not  seen  it,  I  should  not  have  ven- 
tured to  have  reported  it)  to  the  court  of 
Vienna;  (I  will  just  observe  that  this  Lin- 
dau belonged  to  the  prince  Bretzcuheim,  a 
natural  sou  of  the  late  elector  of  Bavaria, 
for  which  possession  he  has  in  exchange 
received  an  estate  in  Hungary ;)  that  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  court  of  Vienna  is 
favourable  to  England,  and  of  course  ini- 
mical to  France  ;  that  these  armaments  will 
oblige  Bonaparte  to  withdraw  his  troops 
from  the  coast,  and  that  he  must  thus  aban- 
don the  conquest  of  England,  towards 
which  his  whole  views  had  been  of  late  di- 
rected. The  second  note  contains  a  for- 
mal demand  that  the  Austrian  troops  in 
Italy  and  the  Tyrol  should  be  reduced  to 
the  numbers  that  were  in  those  countries 
six  months  ago,  and  that  the  fortifications 
de  campagne  should  be  discontinued,  in 
which  class  those  of  Venice  are  placed. 
To  these  demands  a  speedy  and  categorical 
answer  is  insisted  upon,  in  default  of 
which  Bonaparte  will  withdraw  his  troops 
from  the  coast  in  order  to  repel  force  by 
force.  I  am,  &c.  Arthur  Paget. 
Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  Sir  A.  Paget,  K.B. 

to  Lord  Mulgrave,  dated  Vienna,  5th  Sept, 

1805.     (No.  80.) 
My  lord  ;  prince  Charles  Scbwartzem- 
berg  set  out  the  night  before  last  for  Mu- 
nich.   He  is  ordered  to  notify  to  the  elec- 


tor the  entry  of 

• 

which  will  take 
will,  for  the  pn 
than  the  Iser.  I 
Copy  of  a  Dispati 
to    Lord  Mu 
Sept.  1805.   I 
My  lord ;  or 
within  these  thi 
Russian  ambass 
of  the  Russian 
Ra^amofsky  is  i 
where  this  force 
be  decided  accc 
the  commander 
that  they  will  pr 
It  is  presumed 
been  instructed  1 
sian  general  for  1 
from  tbat  kingdt 
turn.     Count  C 
pect  that  a  comi 
be  made  to  me,  i 
of  the  forces  un 
Extract  of  a  Di 
to  Lord  Mul 
Sept.   1805. 
I  am  happy 
that  the  einperoi 
accession  delivei 
S  tad  ion  to  his  m 
Peters  burgh,  wa 
the  day  before 
Charles  will  leavt 
he  will  take  up  1 
Padua,  at  which 
fifth  day.     The  i 
for  the  Tyrol  tht 
Extract  of  a  Diq 
Lord  Mulgravt 
1805.     (No; 
I  am  to  see 
ing.     It  is  possifc 
communication 
relate  to  the  Ba1 
induce  me  to  sen* 
Lest  it  should  be 
form  your  lordsh 
varia,   after  hav 
manner  bound  hi 
those  of  Austria, 
having  given  on 
army  to  follow  h 
French  minister  t 
burgh.     I  cannot 
ship  of  the  meal 
of  the  elector  m4 
na  to  adopt  to* 
that  the  last  acoj 
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Auathans  have  now  orders  to  advance  as 
a»r  in  [tic  Leufa. 

CV*   "''  •  Ditpatck  from  Sir  J.  Pagrt,  /a 
Lord  M«tgraxe,  dated  Ww,  iff  f.  ISfA 

itus.  (No.  sa.) 

Jlv  lord  ;  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose 
■  duplicate  of  my  dispatch  ol  yesterday. 
1  have  now  to  inform  your  lordship  that 
the  French  ambassador  yesterday  demand, 
ed  his  passports,  which  he  wm  instructed 
to  do  as  soon  as  he  received  in  formation  of 
tbe  Austrian*  iiaving  entered  into  Bavaria. 
Instructions  have  been  sent  lo  the  Austrian 
(niniiier  at  Munich  to  follow  the  elector  of 
Bavaria  to  Wurvbur)!,  and  to  employ  pi 
bus*-*,  threat!^,  and  every  means  of  bring- 
ing Htm  bark  to  his  en-agemcnts.  Thii 
had  alreadv  been  done  by  prince  Sehwart- 
awiberg.  Mr.  Buol  will  offer  more.  W« 
avail  see  whether  Mr.  de  Moligelas  will 
be  more  tractable  with  him. — The  Ba- 
varian forces  do  not,  as  count  Cobentxl 
Btetitioned  to  me  last  night, 
■tore  than  10  or  12,01)0  men.  Theelec- 
lorof  Bavaria,  m  his  lirst  interview  with 
the  prince,  promised  every  thing  that  was 
temauded  ;  he  confirmed  his  promise  in  a 
fcw  lines  he  wrote  him;  he  sent  gen.  No- 
firullu  bore  with  a  letter  to  the  emperor, 
wh.rh  commences  nearly  in  these  words  a— 
*  I  have  ordered  my  minister  to  sign  a 
treaty  with  prince  Schwartzenberg,  by 
which  I  join  my  troops  In  those  of  you 
majesty.*' — When  the  above  officer  arrive! 
with  this  letter,  the  emperor  bad  abend; 
heard  of  the  elector  of  Bavaria's  departure 
The  Russians  are  to  be  at  Rriinu  on  tin 
lOtli.  Couriers  have  been  sent  off  to  re 
quest  thai  they  may  advance  by  forced 
marches.  Gfii.  Meertddl  is  to  be 
ed  to  these  eorp*. — This   govt,  litis,  within 


these  few  davs.  1m 

iiocaui 

is  of  the  whole 

of  the    l-r.'iieli    a 

nv    has 

tn»   quitted  the 

coast,  and  being 

I'liill  i 

arch   lor  Stras- 

burg  and   Maveni 

.  —  It   IS 

said  that  Bona. 

pane-  wilt  comma 

d  111  Cie 

rm»aj»iil.u,a,- 

>bal  Nev  under  h 

n.    It 

s  reported,  that 

Joseph  Bonaparte 

wit!  cur 

imanJ   in    Italy, 

bavir 


Ma- 


idled  t 


hin 


I  ha' 


the  honour  to  be,  See,     A.  Paort. 
Copy  of  a  Dispatch  fret,'  Sir  A.  Paget.. 

Cord  Mufgi-ait,  doled  Vienna,  lSfft  iyrpt. 

1805.   (No.  91.) 

My  lord  ;  the  rmpcror  sets  out  for 
army  to-morrow.   His  imperial  majesty, 
ter  having  conferred   with  gen.  Mack  upon 
Uk  different  objects  for  which  he  under- 
take! this  journey,  will,  I  understand,    re 
turn  to  Vienna  lor  the  transaction  of  busi 

Vol.  VI.  Ajipndis. 


new,  previous  to  hit  final  de; 
omotand  of  hit  » rants, 
ters  will  have  informed  your 
the  Auslriaua  were  advancm 
1  have  now  to  announce  a  i 
ward  movement  to  the  Met 
s,  to  the  position  of 
ding  to  the  last  accounts  wh 
received  here,  it  is  supposed 
r  Bonaparte,  which  ta 
Strasburg   and   Mayetice,  b< 

latter,  will  amount  to 
independent  of  this,    (here 
r  Bernadotle,  whit  b  is 
arching  in  the  directiot 
with  the  view  probably  of  U 
hernia. — It  will  therefore  pr- 
necessary  to  strengthen  the 
"ermauy,  wbich  can  on 
drawing  troops  from  the  Tyr 
sidcration,  together  with  the 
hich  had  been  taken,  of  m 
operations  in  Swiaserland,  hu 
emperor  to  accede  to  the  de 
tralily  made  by  the  Swiss  go- 
ry his  imperial  majesty,  in 
the  Landammiui,  has  signifit 
s  consent  to  admit  the  uen 
Tlatid  ;  but  htd  imperial  I 
the  same  time,  declared,  1 
mce  of  this  engagement  «i 
.rely  upon   a  strut  adhere 
ystem  on  the  part  of  the  S 
from  the  moment  they  pern 
f  the  French  troops,  or  gr 
ny  sort;  in  general,  that  if 
the  slightest  degree  from  the 
have   proposed,  he   shall,    w 
planaliou,   look   upon  the 
ssolved. — The     necessity 
fresh    efforts,    appears   to    b< 
un  informed  by  count  Cob 
>niy    all   the  reserves,   but 
he    Double    Reserve,    havt 
out.— The  archduke  Kerdina 
iterday,  In  join  the  army 
>'e  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Paget. 

Copy  of  a  Dispatc?<  from  Si 
Lortl  Mtttgrat-r,  dated  Vh 
1805.     (No.  9*.) 

My  lord  ;  !  have  little  t 
lordship  with  by  this  post, 
from  gen.  Meek  arc  of  the 
tory  nature ;  and  the  apprcl 


mense  force  which  Bonapm 
into  Germany,  gradually  I 
desertion  of  the  Bavarian)  to 
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is  said  to  be  cousiderable.  Count  Cobentzl's 
iu formation,  however,  respecting  tlie  num- 
bers of  the  Bavarian  armv,  was  iucor- 
rect.  They  may,  I  believe,  be  estimated 
at  20,000  men. 
Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  Sir  A.  Paget,  to 

Lord  Mulgrare,  dated  Vienna,  Q5th  Sept. 

1805.     (No.  if 5.) 

My  lord  ;  accounts  were  rattier  unex- 
pectedly received  here  \esterday,  which 
announce  the  arrival  of  the  eni]*eror  of 
Russia  at  Brecz.  Prince  Schwartzeuberg 
will  set  out  from  Vienna  this  evening,  to 
attend  upon  his  imperial  majesty  during 
his  stay  in  that  country.  The  Russian 
troops  arc  advancing  in  carriages.  (Signed) 
A.  Paget. 
Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Sir  A.  Paget, 

to  Lord  Mularazc,  dated  I  'icuna,  2   Oct. 

1305.    (No.  97.) 

My  lord ;  it  has  been  several  times 
reported  here,  that  the  French  had  crossed 
the  Rhine ;  the  account  which  arrived 
here  yesterday  of  that  event,  appears  to 
be  credited  by  this  govt.  Should  it  be  true, 
or  whenever  it  may  happen,  gen.  Mack, 
as  count  Cobentzl  assured  me  last  night, 
has-  orders  to  advance  and  give  them  bat- 
tle. It  has  been  found  necessary  to  rein- 
force  the  army  m  Germany  by  drawing  50 
battalions  from  Italy  ;  a  circumstance  which 
appears  to  have  created  some  displeasure  in 
the  archduke  Charles.  The  emperor's 
departure  to  take  the  command  of  the  ar- 
my, is  fixed  for  the  2 2d  of  this  month. 
The  head  of  the  first  Russian  column  will 
have  crossed  the  Danube  at  K  reins,  on  the 
5th(l7lh)  inst,  It  is  calculated  that  the 
whole  corps  under  gen.  Kutii6o\v  will  have 
joined  the  Austrians  by  the  £  2d  inst.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  A.  Paget. 
Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  Sir  A.  Paget ,  K.  B. 

to  Lord  Mulgra-c,  dated   Vienna,  2±th 

Oct.  1805.     (No.  100.) 

My  lord  ;  if  the  first  operations  of  the 
campaign  have  been  attended  with  loss 
and  disadvantage,  which,  from  the  present 
aspect  of  affairs,  it  is,  I  am  grieved  to  say, 
not  too  much  to  presume,  we  may,  among 
other  causes,  attribute  our  ill  successes  to 
the  following : — The  first  and  principal  fault 
which  has  been  committed,  was  tto  have 
taken  the  field  with  too  small  a  force ; 
•ince  the  very  first  appearance  of  a  rup- 
ture with  France,  it  has  been  proved  al- 
most to  demonstration,  that  the  theatre  of 
the  war  would  be  in  Germany.  Bonaparte 
himself  publicly  announced  it  iu  the  first 
note  presented  by  the  cbarge-d'atfaires  at 


Ratisbon ;  and  i 
cult  to  calculate 
Bonaparte  would 
Strasbourg  than 
not  have  more  ti 
command.     The 
diate  command 
estimated  at  le*s 
standing   which, 
opened  in  Germa 
trams ;  whereas 
sena,  neither  of  « 
the  archduke  Clm 
100  to   120,000 
this  strange  distri 
of  the   forces    b 
ways  : — 1st,  it  is 
aware  of  the  jea 
cided  hatred  boi 
was  unwilling  to 
a  pro))osal  to  witi 
considerable  nuu 
iu  the  commence 
it  was  judged  exj 
command  of  II, 
To  this  false  and , 
fore,    are   in  a  j 
present  misfortui 
any  thing  improb 
it  was  not  until  t 
battalions  of  in  fa 
from  Italy  to  rein 
nand's  army,  aui 
measure  save  a 
the  archduke  Ck 
the  plan  of  the 
been  calculated,  I 
ing  of  it,  the  Rut 
Tin*  in  truth,  ho« 
nary,  was  the  call 
uj.'ou  what  it  was 
ly  s:iy. — Considei 
rations  which  wet 
return   of  M.  Ni 
the  middle  of  Jul 
that  time    Bonap 
have  acquired  of  I 
on  between  his  m 
rial  courts,  it  wai 
that  the  deception 
vond  the  mouth  < 
fact  the  epocha  I 
the  other  hand,  ij 
was,   ascertained, 
would  quit  the  eg 
Sept.  ;  it  might  * 
that  according  to, 
their  movements^ 
of  their  chiefs,  J 
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ilinatiou  at  the  end  of  the  same  month 
jually  wrll  might  it  have  been  knowr, 
«{  the  first  Russian  army  could  not  huvt 
rived  upon  the  Inn  before  the  middle  of 
;t.;  whence  it  hncame  evident,  that,  i 
e»ing  the  campaign  in  the  vicinity  of  th 
line,  the  Atisirians  voluntarily,  and  with 
eir  eyes  open,  ehoM  to  commence  hosti- 
le* single-handed  against  the  French, 
lis  statement,  if  it  be  a  true  one,  and  I 
ink  it  cannot  be  refuted,  places,  it  should 
Mn,  gen.' Mack  in  the  following  dilcm- 
i  : — either  the  Austrians  were  in  sufli- 
■iit  force  to  contend  alone  against  the 
Mich,  or  they  were  not.  In  the  first 
potliesis,  whv  should  the  position  of  the 
er  have  been  chosen,  never  to  be  abam 
ned  f  in  the  latter,  why  risk  so  forward 
novemem  ?  If  however  gen.  Maek  in  ta 
ig  up  his  position  on  the  Ulcr  under  ihi 
ove-meiitioned  circumstances, could  bavi 
t  himself  confident  of  being  able  n 
tintam  it  until  the  arrival  of  the  Rus 
in.  it  is  natural,  that,  with  a  view  o 
posing  a  barrier  to  the  progress  of  the 
wnv  into  the  empire,  lie  should  have  cho- 
t  it  in  preference  to  a  more  backward  po- 
itW.  Une  cannot  suppose  that  he  could 
K  been  directed  by  any  other  motive; 
tmv  have  had  tlie  mortification  to  dis. 
*r  the  fallucvnfit.  There  was  trnqnes. 
nobly  something  faMjiiiating  in  the  ides 
opening  the  nimpamn  in  Sjwabiaor  Wir- 
aberg,  rather  than  iti  Ifora/in;  but  it  h 
be  presuMittl,  that  had  tit*  Lt;  .  i  n  to- 


ed i 


his  army  and  his  subjects 
done  in  Germany  since  thr 
of  hostilities,  would  have  I 
3dly,  li  is  true  that  the  S 
den,  Wi  item  berg,  and  p; 
would  have  equally  been  di 
rages  of  the  French  armies 
not  to  he  prevented  but  by 
of  the  whole  of  ihe*ouih 
the  Austrian.";  and  the  ci 
princes  creates  little  regrsl 
sion  they  have  undergone 
of  the  filer  was,  however,  d< 
and  the  campaign  was  opei 
end  of  Sept.  The  operati 
menced  by  generals  Bernac 
mont,  who  directed  their 
Wurtzburgh,  thence  into  i 
of  Anspach  ;  and  having  it 
lected  alt  tbe  Bavarians  that 
they  crossed  tbe  Danube  at 
Newbourg,  driving  before 
corps  under  general  Rieni 
tered  Bavaria  with  betweei 
men.  And  here  cemmeni 
tunes  of  the  campaign.  Win 
undervalued  the  force  of 
faetfeM  he  was  uninformed 
i  as  to  its  destination,  » 
have  conceived  to  be  a  rar 
tioti  into  Hoheir 


s  that 


let  with  ibcui,  s 
.■  ju ineil  them  tu 
.■'  the  ardwiiike 


i  on  the  luu)  it 

s    possible   that   the 

ndalouj  defection  ( 

tin;  .'lector  of  U.i- 

ia   might  have  be. 

i  avoided.     Placed 

ween    two    puttcrfv 

1  xamm,  he  would 

haps  have  maintain 

3d  l^s  neutrality  un- 

Lite  moment  o!  the 

xplonoii.      Had  vic- 

f attended  the  A  list 

tor™,  he  would  have 

umc  an  easy  prey  t 

their  armies  ;  at  all 

ju,  the  immense 

lischiel  which  both 

own  position  in  consetp 
itemed  himself  with  deti, 
siderabtu  force,  under  thi 
iS'\\.  Hienmaver,  lor  the  pui 
ts  operations.— During 
rind-,  tbe  French  army  un. 
iiiioiniting,  according  to  t 
illation,  to  80,000  men,  cro 
I'lie  electorate  of  Wirleinb 
nl  Nurdlingen,  ic.  were  pa 
tree  of  rapidity  almost  line 
the  till,  and  7th  Oct.  the 
thr  French  army  bad  eross 
Hear  Donauwertli,  had  take 
betv .  un  that  river  and  An: 
tin  movement,  formed  a  jui 
army  under  Hernadolle,  ant 
ted  themselves  in  tbe  rear  ( 
lists. — From  this  move  men 
that  species  of  warfare  by  wl 
rendered  themselves  so  rem; 
loruiHhiblo  in  former  camp; 
affairs  of  the  Mi;.  .Qlh,  ami 
already  had  the  honour  of  I 
your  lordship  the  official  : 
those  who  were  the  most  in 
iue  of  the  battle  of  the  1 
3 
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some  hopes  of  future  success,    but  they 
were  illusory.    Gen,  Ney  had  quietly  made 
his  retreat  upon  the  main  of  the  French 
army  still  between  the  Danube  and  Augs- 
burg, .  and    the  communication    between 
the  Austrians  and  Russians  was  now  com- 
pletely cut  off.-— In  consequence   of  this 
movement  (whether  by  choice  or  by  ne- 
cessity  I   know  not)  gen.  Mack  divided 
his  army,  and  gen.  Jellachich  was  detached 
with.  I  believe,  15  or  1 6  battalions  towards 
the  Tyrol.    Orders  were  sent  at  this  time 
to   the  garrison  of  Memminghen,   which 
consisted  of   11    battalions,    to  evacuate 
that  plaoe  and  join  the  above  corps  under 
gen.  Jellachich.     Whether  the  order  arri- 
ved, too  late,  or  whether  it  was  ill  delivered, 
I  am  also  unable  to  decide  ;  but  the  garri- 
son capitulated  to  the  French  under  gen. 
pavoust,  after  the  town  had   been  nearly 
reduced  to  ashes.     It  is  to  be  observed, 
that  the  artillery  destined  for  the  fortifica- 
tions of  that  place,  was  still  without  the 
3wn.     On  this  occasion,  a  great  number 
Bavarian  peasants  who  had  joiued  the 
French,  and  who  were  taking  possession  of 
the  above   artillery,   were  cut  to   pieces 
by  the  Austrian  hussars,  who  carried  the 
whole  or  the  greatest  part  of  it  off.     I  am 
sorry  to  say,  that  a  general  consternation 
and  dismay  is  beginning  to  prevail  here,  at 
least  in  the  public.    The  presence  of  the 
emperor  of  Russia,  who  is  expected  here 
on  the  5th  of  next  month,  may  perhaps 
tend   to   dispel    the   gloom,    particularly 
should  affairs  take  rather  a  more,  favourable 
turn  in  the  interval.     If  in  truth  they  bear 
an  inauspicious  aspect,  they  are  not  by  any 
means  desperate.     There  is  an  army  of  re- 
serve of  50,000  men ;  there  are  as  many 
more  Russians  on  their  march ;  some  rein- 
forcements may  be  drawn  from  Italy ;  50 
or  6*0,000  men  may,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  be 
Saved  from  the  Austrian  and  Russian  ar- 
mies now  in  Germany  ;    go  that,  in  the 
course  of  3  or  4  weeks,  unless  these  ar- 
mies should  be  absolutely  and  literally  an- 
nihilated, we  shall  have  considerably  above 
100,000  men  ready  to  take  the  field. — 
Had  hostilities  commeuctd  at  the  proper 
period  in  Italy,  we  should  in  all  probabili- 
ty have  been  in  possession  of  the  Milanese. 
«-On  the  l6th  inst,  the  day  on  which  it 
was  calculated  that  the  archduke  would 
cross  the  Adige,  a  cannonade  was  opened 
from  the  French  side  of  Verona  upon  the 
works  constructing  by  the   Austrians  on 
their  side,  and  which  was  answered  by  them. 
This  is  the  only  act    of  hostility  which, 


down  to  this  date,  has  taken  place  in  Italy* 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.     A.  pAOif. 
No.  II.— Extract  from  a  Dispatch  of  Lord 
G.  L.  Gamer  to  Lord  Mu!grave>  dated  St. 
Petersburg!*,  29th  June  1805.     (No.  27.) 
My  lord  ;  the  annexation'  of  the  Li- 
gurian  republic  to  the  French  empire,  ex* 
ecu  ted  at  the  very  moment  when  a  Rus- 
sian plenipotentiary  was  expected  in  France, 
charged  with  propositions  of  which  the  pro- 
fessed object  had  been  the  general  arrange* 
ments  of  the  affairs  of  Europe,  is  considered 
as  so  gross  an  insult  to  both  sovereigns, 
whose  sentiments  that  plenipotentiary  was 
empowered  to  declare,  that  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty has  judged,  under  these  circumstances, 
he  could  not,  consistently  with  what  is  due 
to  his  own  dignity  or  to  that  of  his  august  ally, 
permit  M.  Novossilsoff  to  proceed  to  fulfil 
the  object  of  his  mission.     I  have  the  ho* 
nour  to  be,  &c.     G.  L.  Gower. 
Extract  of  a  Dispatch  Jrom    Lord  G.  L. 
Gower  to  Lord  Mulgravc,  dated  St.  Peters* 
burgh,  2Hd  July  1805.     (No.  30.) 
My  lord  ;  I  was  on  the  point  of  d\u 
patching  yesterday  the  messenger  to  En- 
gland ;  when  I  received  an  invitation  from 
prince    Czartoryski  to    a   conference,  in 
which  he  read  to  me  some  very  important 
dispatches    he   had   just    received    from 
count  Razumouskoi  and   gen.  Winzinge* 
rode.     Ry  these  it  appears  that  the  empe* 
ror  of  Germany  is  at  last  awakened  to  t 
sense  of  his  true  dignity,  and  the  real  in* 
teres ts  of  his  empire ;  and  that,  foreseeing 
the  inevitability  of  war,  he  is  determined 
not  to  leave  to  Bonaparte  the  choice  of 
the  moment  to  commence  hostilities. 
Extract  of  a   Dispatch  from  Lord  G.  L. 
Gower  to  Ijord  Mulgravc,  dated  St.  P* 
Ursburgh,  3d  Sept.  1805.     (No.  38.) 
My  lord  ;  the  las>t  dispatches  from  the 
Russian  ambassador  at  Vienna,   speak  in 
strong  terms  of  the  warlike  temper  of  that 
cabinet ;  certain  communications  had  been 
made  from  Paris,  which  indicated  a  yield* 
ing  disposition  on  the  part  of  Bonaparte ; 
but  to   these  indications  couut  Cobentil 
seems  to  attach  no  credit,  and  count  Re* 
zumofakoi  represents  that  the  present  cha- 
racter of  the  Austrian  ministry  is  a  direct 
contrast  to  its  former  timidity  and  indeci- 
sion, and  that  a  firm  conviction  seems  now 
to  prevail  at  Vienna,  that  it  is  through  war 
alone  that  any  security  can  be   obtained 
against  the  ambition  and  power  of  France. 
There  is  just  ground  for  expecting  that  his 
imperial  and  royal  majesty  being  persuaded 
that  war  is  inevitable}  may   be  induced 
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act  to  wail  the  issue  of  the  proposed  ne 
foliations  with  the  French  government, 
■  it  (but  he  will  commence  hostilities  a 
the  time  when  the  superiority  of  the  al- 
lied forces  promises  ibe  best  prospect  of 
i  access.  Towards  the  beginning  of  Oct. 
lite  Austrian  army  upon  the  Venetian  fron- 
tier will  be  completed  to  its  lull  ostablish- 
nexit.  and  will  without  doubt  be  greatly 
superior  in  numbers  to  the  French  forces 
in  Italy,  and  tbe  Russian  armies  will  be 
sufficiently  advanced  into  the  hereditary 
Kates,  to  ensure  their  arrival  upon  the 
frontiers  of  Bavaria,  before  the  French 
troops  from  tbe  coast  and  the  in 
France  can  reach  tbe  German  empire;  1 
have  therefore,  in  several  convt 
lately  with  prince  Czartorisky  and  comte 
Stadion,  urged  the  expediency  of  losing 
Bo  time  in  beginning  war.  The  prince 
farm*  dip,  that  he  lias  already  instructed 
comte  Raruinouskoi  to  press  this  considera- 
tion upon  the  attention  of  the 
Vienna,  but  that  he  will  not  fail  to  repeat 
iht  instructions  to  the  Russian  ■ 
tir.r. — I  have  great  satisfaction  in  observing 
ake  increased  energy  and  vigour  of  thi: 
court.  The  emperor,  foreseeing  the  pos- 
sibility of  Bonaparte  effecting  a  large  aug- 
mentation to  the  French  army  in  conse- 
quence of  the  menaced  attack  by  the  al 
lied  powers,  has  resulted  to  be  prepare 
to  meet  such  an  effort,  by  a  corresponding 
exertion  Oil  Ins  part,  and  hi-  lias  ordered  a 
levy  of  four  men  in  every  JUO,  which  will 
produce  above  15CJ,O00  men;  — A  corps 
of  about  1  li.OOf)  men.  under  the  t  ommand 
of  his  imperial  highness  tbe  grand  duke 
Constanluie,  and  composed  chiefly  of  the 
garrison  of  St,  Petersburg!],  begaii  their 
march  towards  the  Prussian  fronlier  on 
Thursday  the  23d.  'I  In-  troops  destined 
f.r  Ponvrania  are  ready  tor  embarkation, 
and  will  probably  sail  in  about  b  or  8 
davsi  they  amount  to  20,000  men.  No 
dispatches,  however,  have  been  received 
from  M.  Alnpeus,  who  was  charged  to 
■egoeiate  w ith  the  king  of  Sweden  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  lot  the  landing  o 
fie  Russians  at  Strahwnd,  and  the  augnieu- 
tation  of  the  Swedish  garrison  at  that  port. 
I  have    ill*   honour  to   be,    &c.     G.    !.. 

COVXB. 

No.    lit.    (A.)— (Translation,)     Via*   of 
Optratutili prtipi/std  !•</  Iht  Court  ufl'icniui, 
France,  upon  the  new  organization  of 
her  army,  has  on  foot, 

113  rermentf  of  llw  line        -         iOifitB  men 
to  (e|im«ts  bf  Ifat  iufaatry        107,1*0 


This  number,  with  the  i 
different  corps  in  Corsica  a 
1  regiments  of  Dutch  sol 
regiments,  15  auxiliary  trot 
and  the  imperial  guard  wh 
15,000  men,  makes  a  tot; 
the  whole  military  force  n 
These  troops  are  I 
part  already  on  the  war 
Any  grand  descent  from 
the  coast  of  France,  with 
of  decided  success,  is  scarce 
unco  may  thereto 
draw  almost  all  her  troops  fri 
and  from  her  coasts,  fiesi 
ranged  national  guard,  in  pel 
would  enable  her  to  spare 
the  line  even  from  where  tbe 
ployed  in  preserving  dome 
security.  It  follows,  that 
employ  500,000  men  in  Ital) 
and  Germany. — In  oppositic 
the  250,000  Austriaus  and 
sians,  stipulated  in  the  las 
pose  a  total  force,  which  is,  . 
H  much  the  less  to  be  dt 
because  very  little  effective 
be  expected  from  the  Swed 
glish.  The  following  are 
niiiclusions  from  the  sta 
Considering  this  estimate,  ai 
get  which  France  enjoys  in  i 
situation,  whether  for  defei 
session,  the  maintenance  [ 
more  favourable  conjunctu 
seems  to  be  infinitely  desii 
however,  war  should  becoi 
not  only  to  ensure  its  soi-ces 
likewise  evils  more  alarming 
the  present  moment;  it  woi 
drspensably  necessary,  that  tl 
should  use  their  most  vigoroi 
pose  those  of  the  enemy,  i 
efficiency  means  at  least  eijui 
not  superior. — The  military 
the  financial,  and  the  genera 
allies,  must  concur  in  putti 
energies,  by  which  alone  wi 
give  success  to  our  efforts,- 
arrangements.  This  co-ope 
three  branches  could  he  of  vi 
if  the  Austrian  armies  sbouli 
to  tbe  fit-Id  more  than  300,01" 
first  of  tbe  papers  subjoins 
would  be  the  deficiencies  to  : 
the  imperial  and  royal  army 
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in  appoint mentf.   and  in  remounting  the]  110    to    ISO 
c&valry,  betidefc  other  augmentation*,  ne-   rise  of  the  pri 


cessary  to  raise  it  (ruin  n*  present  wca* 
state,  upon  a  peace-efta  bush  merit,  to  the 
number  abcve-ixienlJoned  ;  and  a:  the  same 


time,  to  leave  the  nuinjier  of  troops  requi-  subsidy  u»  30 


render  the  exj 
now,  considers 
it  even  x*#t  tu  4 


tile  for  semce  in  the  interior  ox  the  monar- 
chy, and  for  the  observance  of  the  move- 
ments of  Prussia* — The  a. Acuities  which 
strike  upon  a  air&t  view,  will  appear  still 
more  considerable  upon  a  due  attention  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  Austrian  troop* 
are  now  distributed.  The  line  formed  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  infectious  dis- 
ease, has  indeed  contributed  to  obviate, 
in  part,  that  disadvantage,  as  it  leaves  the 
Venetian  dominions  of  the  empire  no  lon- 
ger in  danger  of  a  surprize  from  the  French, 
lint,  if  it  were  necessary  to  take  measures 
to  oppose  a  great  force  to  that  which  the 
eocmy  might  bring  against  us  from  the  in- 
terior of  his  dominions,  then  would  dispo- 
sitions the  most  prompt  and  vigorous  be  re- 
quisite, to  the  seasonable  concentration  of 
the  Austrian  troops  which  are, in  great  part, 
at  a  distance  from  the  frontiers  in  danger, 
to  put  them  upon  the  footing  for  war. 
and  to  bring  them  to  act  upon  the  points 
which  are  the  most  exposed.  This  first 
measure  would  require  to  be  carried  into 
effect  with  the  Greater  aclivitr,  because  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  the  troop>  of 
fab  majesty  the  emperor  of  Russia  should. 
from  such  a  distance,  arrive  on  the  scene 
of  action,  till  alter  the  Austrian  troops 
should  have  sustained  the  first  attacks  ot 
the  enemy.  His  majesty  will  not  be  deter- 
red by  these  great  difficulties,  if  war  shall 
become  unavoidable  ;  he  will,  in  that  case, 
use  his  most  strenuous  endeavour*  to  sur- 
mount ever  v  difficulty,  and  fulfil  his  encase- 
incuts.  Hut,  to  give  enect  to  this  steady 
resolution,  it  is  necessary; — 2dly,  That 
there  should  be  adequate  financial  resour- 
ces, and  that  the  difficulties  which  present 
themselves  under  that  head,  should  be  re. 
moved.  The  imperial  court  of  bt.  Peters- 
burg has  already  U.-en  informed  of  the 
vai-t  .Mid  necessary  expenditure  required  to  i  spect  01  any  bapj 
pijt  tLe  infantry,  the  cavalry,  the  carriages ;  even  at  the  betlj 


asked  from  Lx^ 
iv  peace  eipen 
leave  still  an  e 
borthcued  Smas 
make  good.     I 
land  grant  the  1 
man  bed,  it  m 
court  of  \lenzn 
mined  inclinaxx 
parations  for  ma 
templed  without 
to  follow  them 
These  consider* 
to  be  examined, 
of  the  operatio 
the  Tvrol,  Swit 
Germany,   if  d 
movements  in  p 
is  this  concert  < 
meet  tlie  first  ] 
enemy.     Its  pit 
favourable  or  uj 
termine,  in  fact 
war,  and  of  cot 
Considering  tht 
France :  its  Get 
which  is  in  sutji 
lian  republic;  a 
hand,  the  posit* 
uions  of  Austria 
discern,  that  it 
make  any  altera 
France,  in  Alsac 
an  attempt  conk 
sing  the  Rhine  a 
s:e;:e  to  Menu.- 
prizes,  there  wo 
ta^e  of  advancin 
amidst    fortified 
strength ;   01  be 

wi 


war  of  sieges, 
tion  of  men  and  i 


and  artillery,  the  objects  ol  the  commissa- 
ries* department,  the  magazines  and  stores, 
in  short,  exerv  thing  bcloncin"  to  the  ar- 
my,  upon  the  full  war-establishment*  The 
succour  of  1:3  million*  of  florins,  which 
has  been  asked  from  England  for  this  pri- 
mary service,  is  not  more  than  one-half  of 
what  is  actually  wanted.  The  expence 
of  each  campaign,  of  the  last  war  was  from 


one  ot  those  stra 
the  siege  of  Me 
would  be  necesa 
and  cover  the  Oft| 
extent  and  streJ 
that  we  should  bfl 
alone  for  half  th 
ration  subsequejj 
lead  to  auy  but H 
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results  ;  because  the  places  upon  the  Men 
en  the  one  side,  and  in  Alsace  mi  the  nlhi 
would  everv  where  arrest  the  progress  of 
our  annies.  Add  to  these  another 
deration  of  not  less  weight,  thai, 
neither  of  those  o]>e rations  could  be  carried 
into  effect  hut  by  great  armies,  there  would 
be  lew  troops  left  to  cover  the  upper  Rhine. 
The  enemy  might  Jivii.il  himself  of  that  local 
weakliest  ;  might  direct  his  attack  tlierc, 
while  we  sh'Hild  he  occupied  in  the  siege  of 
Landau  or  Menu  ;  and  might  thus  advance 
in  a  line  of  operation  shorter  thitn  ours; 
might  ■lHlwn  himself  of  our  communica- 
tions ;  and  might  get  between  us  and  all 
our  supplies.  To  avoid  being  cut  olf  from 
these,  we  should,  in  that  case,  be  obliged 
to  abandon  every  thing  without  striking  a 
Mow. — An  attempt  through  Swit/eralud, 
■gainst  Tranche  Cointi,  would  be,  indispu- 
tably, the  most  formidable  to  the 
my-  His  frontiers  are  there  open.  But, 
•  such  a  plan  of  uperation  could  not  be 
'  into  effect  but  through  Swubia,  by  the 
uralberg,  or  below  the  lake  of  Constance, 

i   account  of  the  impossibility  of  having 
Mpplies  conveyed    through   the  Tvrol  • 

<ild  be  necossry,  before  attempting  it, 

'lave  made  considerable  progress  in  Swa. 

,  and  to  have  an  army  of  observation 
ipposite  Sirashurc,  to  watch  the 
Jt  would  even  be  necessary  to  have 
ed  some  advantages  in  Italy,  bufbn 
drag  an  attack  in  Switzerland.  A 
of  the   army   in  Italy  towards   Kla; 
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;   the 
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Tlie  enemy  would  possess  themselves  o 
the  Puster-Thal,  (the  l'uster-Thal  is  in  tin 
Tyrol  between  Urixen  and  Lienln,  and  com- 
municates with  the  vale  of  the  Adigc)  oi 
the  great  road,  for  our  communications  and 
conveyances  to  and  from  the  Tyrol.  Wt 
•bould  be  compelled  to  detach  troops  from 
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i  Germ 


r  the  ii 


r  de- 


fence of  Austria,  and  not  only  to  relin- 
quish all  offensive  operations,  but  even  to 
conline  ourselves:  within  the  line  of  the 
Loci i,  or,  possibly,  tlte  Inn  in  Germany, 
aad  there  to  take  ft  defensive  position,  in 
order  not  to  be  at  too  gr>-at  a  dislauce  from 
Austria,  and  to  be  readv  to  supply  with 
due  promptitude  the  assistance  which  might 
there  be  wanted.  It  follows,  from  all  these 
consider  a1,  ion »,  (hat  the  war  should  begin 
with  vigorous  offensive  operation;  in  Italy. 
It  W  there  we  should  act  with  the  sup'  nor 
force  ol  our  army.  A  victory  u  itn-d  there 
pguld  aflord  us  the  .sains  ad\au'.nsef  for 


the  prosecution  of  oflVmi 
against  France,  which  Wane 
from  our  loss  of  a  battle,  in 
trale  into  the  Austrian  he 
Moot,  If  the  difficulties  a 
lender  it  even  impossible  fo: 
Advance  to  net  upon  the  fro 
the  enemy,  how  much  less 
peeled,  that  the  troops  of 
Russia  could  arrive  in  time  i 
rj  coin  men  cement  of  the  v 
fa#  the  interest  of  France  to  t 
to  uiilicipate  their  arrival,  I 
decisive  superiority.  Any 
ol  our  troops,  or  the  march  I 
would  not  lad  to  afford  Bo 
eious  pretext  to  declare  war 
this  observation  is,  to  prove 
case  of  war  with  Trance,  th 
rations,  the  first  distribulio: 
ol  the  troops,  the  comment 
first  progress  of  the  milila; 
must  be  arranged,  on  the  si 
war  will  be  begun  by  the  Aus 
It  would  be  requisite,  that  tli 
ly  should  begin  its  niovcir.en 
the  passage  of  the  Adige, 
enemy  from  the  Mincio,  iu\ 
and  IVscbiera,  detaching  a 
to  the  Polo  observe  the  sool 
open  its  way  to  the  Adda,  ii 
ver  the  blockade  or  siege  oi 
Only  the  reduction  of  these 
or  some  such  great  and  for 
as  are  not  to  be  reckoned  u 
dure  the  commandant  of  thi: 
Ids  operations  farther. — Tim 
many  would  commence  ils 
passing  the  Inn,  would  eutei 
would  there  await  on  the  Lt 
meats  of  the  .other  armies,  .( 
lar,  the  arrival  of  the  troop) 
The  army  in  the  Tyrol  wouh 
ed  in  its  movements  by  those. 
in  Italy  and  Germany.— -In  tl 
rations  against  Switzerland, 
troops  in  tho  Tyrol  would  I* 
an  attack  on  the  Grisoiis  a 
sumll  cantons;  and  lite  rest1 
ease  of  the  success  of  the  i 
advance  from  its  defensive  | 
join  that  army.  This  is  alt  t 
grottiest  efforts,  uud  upon  ill 
of  decided  success,  we  can 
cumpiish,  till  the  whole  of 
powers  of  the  coalition  shall 
tiwty.  If  Italy  be  the  grand 
ration  at  the  commencement 
SwiturJajid  mud  bocuiuc  sui 
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we  shall  have  obtained  successes  in  that 
quarter,  and  shall  have  advanced  through 
Swabia.  Switzerland  offers  to  a  conqueror 
the  advantage  of  the  shortest  communica- 
tion between  Italy  and  Germany ;  it  gives 
the  facility  of  sending  supplies  and  rein- 
forcements with  promptitude  to  the  one  or 
the  other  of  these  countries ;  and  it  is  on- 
ly through  Switzerland  that  an  entrance  can 
be  effected  into  France  on  the  side  of 
Francbe  Comte.  It  would,  then,  be  neces- 
sary to  cover  ourselves  on  the  side  of  Al- 
sace, by  taking  Befort  and  Hunningen,  and 
leaving,  at  the  same  time,  a  considerable 
body  of  troops  in  Swabia,  to  cover  the  right 
wing  of  the  army  in  Switzerland  from  any 
attempts  by  the  French  from  Strasburg, 
and  to  protect  our  communications,  and 
ensure  the  conveyance  of  supplies.—- The 
reasons  have  been  explained,  on  account 
of  which,  in  the  general  plan  of  operation, 
it  is  not  indicated  in  what  manner  the 
troops  of  the  two  imperial  courts  might  co- 
operate, either  in  union  under  the  same 
standards,  or  by  a  concert  in  their  move- 
ments. We  musi  look  forward  to  the  case 
of  Austria  being  attacked  by  France  before 
the  arrival  of  the  Russians  in  Germany. 
The  combination  of  the  operations  of  the 
two  courts  would,  then,  depend  upon  the 
resolution  of  Prussia.  And  (thanks  to  the 
wise  measures  of  the  emperor  Alexander !) 
we  are  soon  to  learn  decisively  how  far  we 
may  or  may  not  reckon  upon  Prussian  co- 
operation, upon  the  neutrality  of  that  pow- 
er, or  its  rejection  of  our  propositions.  We 
shall,  then,  be  enabled  to  present  to  the  im- 
perial court  of  Russia,  upon  the  request 
which  it  has  communicated,  proposals  for 
its  cooperation  towards  the  common  and 
general  object.— We  may  here  previously 
submit  the  consideration,  that  the  line  of 
operation  in  Italy  is  the  most  remote,  and 
that  it  is  there  the  campaign  must  be  opened 
with  the  greatest  vigour;  that  the  court  of 
Vienna  will  therefore  send  a  great  army  into 
Italy,  in  order  to  act  with  rapidity  upon 
that  line ;  and  that  therefore  the  march  of 
the  Russian  troops,  and  their  substitution 
for  those  of  Austria,  amidst  the  movements 
of  the  war  in  Italy,  would  be  impossible.— 
As  soon  as  we  shall  certainly  know  the  re- 
sult of  the  great  and  important  step  which 
his  majesty  the  emperor  of  all  the  Russia* 
has  taken  at  the  court  of  Berlin,  we  shall 
add  without  delay,  whatever  remains  to  be 
communicated  farther  upon  the  subject  of 
the  friendly  propositions  here  explained, 
and  upon  the  plan  of  operations  for  the 


two  courts  in  Germany ;  and  shall  forth* 
with  submit  it  to  the  court  of  Russia.-* 
No.  III.  (B)— Extracts  from  a  paper  stft- 

tied,  "  Remarks  on  the  Plan  of  Operating 

proposed  by  Austria? 

The  plan  which  the  cabinet  of  Vienna 
has  transmitted  to  that  of  St.  Petersburgh 
presents  a  new  proof  of  the  intimate  con- 
fidence mutually  subsisting  between  the  two 
imperial  courts ;  and  if  the  war  now  under- 
taken to  check  and  restrain  the  ambition  of 
Bonaparte  shall  terminate  happily,  its  ioc- 
cess  must  be  owing  to  the  continuation  of 
that  confidence.  Upon  this  principle  we 
shall,  without  dissembling  any  difficulty, 
offer  our  remarks  upon  the  plan,  article  by 
article,  in  order  to  obviate  as  much  as  pos- 
sible the  difficulties  apprehended  by  the 
Austrian  cabinet. — The  plan  begins  with 
stating  as  a  fact,  "  that  the  real  forces  of 
"  the  French  amount,  upon  the  new  orgs* 
"  nization,  to  598,084  men,  and  with  the 
"  addition  of  those  which  are  at  the  dispo- 
"  sal  of  the  Freneh  govt.,  to  65 1 ,964  men." 
"  The  cabinet  of  St.  Petersburgh  has  reason 
to  believe,  that  the  French  army  is  far 
from  being  complete  on  its  new  organisa- 
tion, in  consequence  of  the  difficulty 
which  the  French  govt,  has  to  surmount, 
and  notwithstanding  the  violent  means  it  b 
obliged  to  use,  to  muster  the  fresh  con- 
scripts, who  strive,  in  all  possible  ways,  to 
avoid  the  service.— Besides,  though  the 
English  should  be  unable  to  effect  any  dis- 
embarkation on  the  French  coast,  sufficient 
for  the  prosecution  of  regular  war  within 
France/  they  may,  nevertheless,  occupy  s 
considerable  number  of  the  French  troops, 
by  menacing  a  descent  on  all  the  accessible 
points  ;  on  the  lower  Elbe,  on  the  Weser, 
on  the  coasts  of  Holland,  Flanders,  France, 
and  Italy.  •  The  French,  in  short,  must 
be  naturally  obliged  to  divide  their  strength, 
and  distribute  their  forces  for  the  defence  of 
every  assailable  point  of  their  possessions. 
—It  follows  that  the  French  can  never  be  in 
a  condition  to  oppose  so  many  as  500,000 
men  to  the  operations  of  the  powers  of 
the  coalition,  and  that  a  deduction  offer* 
haps  one  third  of  their  forces  may  be  com* 
fidently  reckoned  upon.  The  dispropor- 
tion of  250,000  Austrians  and  lljjoto 
Russians  to  the  French  troops  which  cas 
be  brought  to  act  against  them,  will  there- 
fore be  less  considerable  than  it  has  bees 
supposed.— From  the  unfavourable  est* 
culation  of  the  relative  forces  of  Francs 
and  the  allies,  which  is  presented  in  uw 
plan  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  Urn  foUowjaf 
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conclusions  have  been  drawn;  "I.  Thi 
*'  (lis  local  advantages  which  France 'et 
*■  jovs  by  its  geographical  position,  whether 
"  lot  defence  itr  for  nggression,  are  such, 
"  that  it  is  desirable  to  remain  at  peace  till 
**  a  more  favourable  conjunction  of  affairs.' 
— This  reasoning  would  be  solid  and  just, 
if  it  were  probable  that  any  more  favour- 
able conjuncture  of  affairs  should  hereafter 
•rise;  if  tbe  court  of  Vienna  could,  in 
tin:  mean  while,  prepare  and  augment  its 
forces,  and  if  the  state  of  things  should,  in 
•diet  respects,  remain  unaltered. — But, 
while  Europe  temporises,  Bonaparte's  govt. 
acquires  every  day  new  stability.  His  pow- 
V  increases  by  the  subjugation  and  new  or- 

« illation  of  all  Lombardy  and  Parma, 
t  relative  geographical  advantages  can 
undergo  no  change  favourable  to  Austria; 
•M,  iu  fact,  the  contrary.  Besides,  there 
Can  be  nothing  more  dangerous  than  the 
I-iin-y  of  the  1'Vencb  govt,  which  has  ever 
gained  more  by  negotiations  than  by  its 
anas.  If  we  enumerate  the  battles  of  the 
bet  war,  the  French  lost  as  many  as  they 
gained.  It  is  always  in  the  intervals  between 
*»e  great  period  and  another,  in  seasons 
of  insincere,  nominal  peace,  that  Uiey  en- 
Im  Iheir  dominions. — We  are  therefore 
irmly  persuaded,  that  the  court  of  Vienna, 
tf  it  would  consult  its  own  true  interests, 
should  not  hesitate  to  renew  the  war  as 
speedily  as  possible;  and  ought  to  make 
everv  effort  to  prevent  Bonaparte  from  con- 
solidating his  power.  Assured  of  the  as- 
sistance of  Russia  and  of  England,  when 
shall  it  find  a  conjuncture  more  favour- 
able?— The  second  tiling  assumed  as  a  con- 
clusion in  the  Austrian  plan.  Is  "  (hat,  if 
**  war  be  inevitable,  the  allied  courts  ought 
**  to  act  with  the  most  vigorous  efforts  of 
"  which  they  are  capable."  In  this  thee 
of  Vienna  has  formed  ajusl  opinion. 
it  errs  in  supposing  for  a  moment,  that 
it  would  be  ]eft  alone  in  the  midst  of 
contest.  Tbe  good  tail h  mid  honour  of 
bis  majesty  the  emperor  of  Russia  are 
well  known,  to  admit  a  shadow  of  i 
trust  upon  this  head.  Neither  would  the 
English  govt,  be  disposed  to  sacrifice  such 
immense  sums  of  money,  if  its  determina- 
tion were  not  finally  fixed. — After  this  con- 
clusion in  the  plan  are  mentioned  three 
things,  the  co-operation  of  which  is  re 
Mte  in  order  to  bring  forward  those  great 
Margies  which  are  necessary  to  the  success 
*f  the  alliance,  namely,  the  military  ar- 
PMgenienta,  the  financial  arrangements, 
afri  the  general  policy.— 1.  "  It  »  lULed, 
Vol.  VI.  Appendix. 


that   military  efforts   wt 
avail,  if  the  Austrian  arm 
tin- field  less  1mm  900,00* 
entertain  too  high  an  opinio 
cei  of  the  court  of  Vienna 
the   Austrian  army  may  be 
tune  upon  such  stratjiectstbl 
enter  the  field  insufficient  ti 
alliance   with   Russia,   and 
good  faith  of  tliui  power,  il 
France   to  oppose,  and  wit! 
any  great  necessity  of  mem 
obierve  Prussia. — his  ver 
ench,  as  soon  as  they  ilia] 
[■vitable,   will  put  themsel 
ami  that  Austria  will  have  i 
first    attack   till   the   Russia 
it,  as  the  Russian  troops 
trch,  a   body  of  them    DM 
mediately,  which  shall  adv 
irehes  to  assist  in  the  pro 
hereditary  dominions  of  the 
iris,  and  to  arrest  the  first 
the  torrent. — 9.  The  finance? 
tioned  in  the  plan.   Thediffi' 
to  them,  must  be  in  a  great  i 
ved  by  tbe  subsidy  from  Engl 
is  certainly  to  be  expected 
in  what  regards  the  complc 
my,  the  court  of  Vienna  will 
ploy  all  its  means  and  resourc 
liDgent  of  Russia  would  be, 
115,000   men,    deducting  2: 
kingdom   of  Naples.  There  ■ 
90,000  to  act  iu  Germany,  w 
conveniently  formed  into  twt 
of  .50,000  men  to  assemble  oi 
of  Galicia  opposite  to  Lembt 
of +0,000  to  assemble  along  t 
posile  Lublin. — The  first  of 
might,  upon  the  first  appear! 
lilies,  detach  the  column  met: 
should   march  across  Galicia 
Danube,  to  assist  in  opposing 
tempts  of  the  French  upon  t 
dominions  in  Germany,  when 
arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Rati 
sequent  movements  would  b 
by  tbe  condition  of  the  Aust 
The  rest  of  the  Russian  army 
immediately,  in  order  to  rear, 
tion  with  tbe  smallest  possibli 
— The  other  army  would  mai 
and  Cracow. — It  were  to  be 
we  should  kuow  what  routes 
Vienna  would  particularly  des 
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marches  should  be  reaps  th 
ged,  that  tbey  inaj  noliuevti 
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A3ks  that  this  first  Russian  army  might, 
se  circumstances  should  require  it,  take 
Cerent  line  of  m-irch,  either  towards 
,  or  to  some  other  point  ol  the  frontiers 
iermany.  X.  B.  gen.  Winuingerode 
ed,  that  the  commanding  officer  of 
lnuy  would  be  directed  to  adopt  any 
line  of  march,  which  might  be  pointed 
o  him  by  his  imp.  and  royal  maj.  him- 
or  by  H.  H.  H.  the  archduke  Charles. 
To  determine  the  relations  between 
ommauding  officer  of  this  army  and 
mperialand  royal  commander  in  chief, 
to  request  that  the  instructions  given 
te  commander  of  the  Russian  forces 
Id  be  communicated  to  the  Austrian 
oauder  in  chief.  N.  B.  gen.  Wintzin- 
ie  flatters  himself,  that  in  the  case  of 
bseuce  or  illness  of  his  imp,  and  rov- 
ijesty,  or  of  II.  11.  II.  the  archduke 
les,  his  imp.  maj.  of  Russia  would  con- 
to  place  his  army  under  the  general 
:tion  of  the  Austrian  commander  in 
pro  tan  pore,  with  this  condition,  ne- 
eless,  that  such  Austrian  commander 
icf  should  be  an  archduke,  and  that 
rders  proceeding  from  him  should  be 
i  in  the  name  of  his  imp.  and  royal 
or  in  that  of  II.  R.  U.  the  archdubtf 
les. 

To  agree  and  determine  on  the  man- 
in  which  the  combined  armies  shall 
locally  appoint  a  general  plenipoten- 
to  reside  ;i t  t!.«.  :r  i\;?p«  dive  head-auar- 


thc  Inn  on  the  20th  of  Oct 
7.  Agreed  to. 


8.  General  Wintzingerodi 
hopes  that  his  imperial  maje 
the  advantage  of  the  cause,  ] 
si  an  army  under  the  genera 
the  imperial  and  royal  coram 
as  far  as  the  unity  and  comb; 
rations  may  render  it  uecessa 
however,  consider  himself 
give  this  assurance,  but  on  t 
that  the  imperial  and  royal 
Germany  would  be  under  tt 
his  royal  highness  the  archdu 
his  imperial  and  royal  raajes 


9.  The  appointment  of  ge 
13  deemed  necessary.  The 
be  to  maintain  a  good  unde 

tween    the    two    armies,  to 
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1 1.  On  the  mode  of  furnishing  the  Rus- 
sian army  with  ammunition  for  their 
guns,  and  how  the  inconveniences  are  to 
be  obviated  respecting  the  difference  of 

calibre. 

12.  What  measures  will  be  adopted  for 
recruiting  the  Russian  army  in  Germany* 


In  addition  to  the  twelve  points  above 
discussed,  the  Austrian   generals  were  in- 
structed to  concert  measures  respecting  the 
2d  army  destined  to  act  in  Germany,    as 
well  as  the  body  of  Russians  at  Corfu,  des- 
tined to  be  disembarked  in  Italy. — On  the 
first  article,  gen.  Wintzingerode  declared, 
that  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  his  imp. 
maj.  would  give  orders  for  this  2d  army, 
which  was  stationed  near  Bryecz,  to  begin 
its  march  5  days  later  than  the  other,   so 
that  on  the  20th  August  it  would  pass  near 
Tfaerespol,  on  the  frontiers  of  Austrian 
Gallic! a  :   but,  as  this  army,  together  with 
that  on  its  right  wing,  which  is  destined  to 
move  forward  from  Lithuania  towards  the 
frontiers  of  Prussia,  is   intended,  in   the 
first  instance,  chiefly  for  the   purpose  of 
making  demonstrations  against  Prussia,   it 
becomes  impossible  to   fix  any.  thing  more 
decisive,   as  to  the  line  of  its  march,    than 
that  in  the  case  of  Prussia  consenting  there- 
to immediately,  it  should  take  the  direction 
of  Warsaw,   ihence  to  continue  its  march 
by  Prussian  Silesia  into  Bohemia,  or  Sax- 
ony ;  but  in  case  this  should  not  be  practi- 
cable, it  should  proceed  towards  Pulawy. 
On  this  last  supposition  it  becomes  equally 
difficult  to  decide  when  this  army  will  en- 
ter Germany  and  join  the  first  Russian  ar- 
my :  and  gen.  Wintzingerode  can  do  no 
pjore  than  give  his  assurance,  that  his  im- 
perial master  will  endeavour  (as  soon  as 
bis  relations  with  Prussia  and  Saxony  will 
permit)  to  cause  this  second  army  to  enter 
Germany,  either  by  the  direct  road  of  Prus- 
sian Silesia,  or  by  way  of  Dresden,  (should 
this  last  step  be  rendered  necessary  by  his 
relations  with  Saxony,  to  be  regulated  by  a 
preliminary  concert  with  Austria),  or  by  way 
of  Pragne,  in  each  of  these  two  cases, 


return  to  St.  Patersburgb,  a  general  or 
a  staff  officer  of  the  artillery  should  be 
sent  to  Vienna  to  concert .  measures,  on 
this  subject  with  the  Austrian  department 
of  artillery 

1 1 .  These  will  be  arranged  in  the  way 
proposed  in  the  former  article. 


12'.  Besides  the  garrison  battalions  which 
are  stationed  on  the  Russian  frontier,  the 
regiments  whereof  are  to  be  completed, 
baron  de  Wintaingerode  hopes  that  his  imp. 
maj.  will  be  disposed  to  establish  in  Ger- 
many, at  some  distance  from  the  army,  a 
corps  de  reserve,  ^in  the  proportion  of  8  or 
10,  to  100. 

however,  this  army  will  then  direct  its  march 
lo  the  left,  towards  the  Danube;  or  per* 
haps  in  the  whole,  or  in  part,  towards  the 
.Main,  should  circumstances  require  it.— 
With  respect  to  the  destination  of  this  2d 
army,  a  wish  was  expressed  on  the  part  of 
Austria,   that   the  emperor  of  Russia,  as 
soon  as  it  shall  have  joined  the  light  wing 
of  the  first  army,  would  place  the  comman- 
ding officer  of  the  same  under  the?  orders 
of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  first,  in 
order  that  this  last  may  be  able  to  employ 
the  forces  of  the  otheT  in  the  execution  of 
any  orders  he  may  have  received  from  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Austrian  army.— 
This  determination  becomes  highly  impor- 
tant from  the  consideration  that  this  army, 
even  should  it  be  joined  by  a  Prussian  ar- 
my, and  by  a  considerable  number  of  troops 
of  the  empire,  will  never  be  in  a  state  to 
act  offensively  beyond   the   Rhine,a  from 
Basle  to  the  lower  Rhine,  and  particular- 
ly against  Mentz. — For  should  even  this 
Body  of  troops  become  as  numerous  as  is  to 
be  wished,  the  loss  of  one  battle  must  be 
always  considered  as  very  possible,  ^and  the 
consequence  of  this  might  be  the  defeat  or 
destruction  of  the  whole  army,  without  the 
possession  of  any  means  of  defence  beyond 
the  Rhine,    and  having  no  other  retreat 
than  the  bridges  over  the  river.    It  were 
better  on  the  other  hand  to  consider  the 
whole  extent  of  country  along  the  upper 
and  lower  Rhine  as  impregnable  ;  and  the 
whole  united  force  of  the  two  Russian  ar- 
mies and  of  the  Austrain  army  will  bebeU 
ter  employed  in  the  conquest  of  SwiUW- 
land,  in  the  hopes  of  being  able  to  pene- 
trate through  that  country  into  France ;  and 
no  other  part  of  the  second  army,  which 
is  to  form  the  right  wing  of  the  combined 
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eed  be  employed  on  tbe  lower  Rhine  | 
corps  U  til il— 'll inn,  to  prevent 
version*  that  might  be  attempted  by 
emy.  The  extent  of  these  diver- 
nist  regulate  the  force  of  this  corps 
;rv:ition,  which  in  general  may  con- 

kCorpt  I'olant  of  a  few  thousand 
or  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  river 
ks  Mentz,  and   tbe  left  bank  of  the 

whilst  tbe  Russian  and  Prussian 
,  together  with  those  of  their  allies 
in  lower  Germany,  in  tlie  first  in- 
i  against  Hanover,  and  then  against 
id,  would  have  to  observe  tbe  same 
ith  respect  to  the  line  between  them 
e  right  bank  of  tbe  Main  ;  so  that 
wo  corps  volans  shall  assist  and  keep 
communication  with  one  another. 
iJWintzingerotiebus  declared  that  be 

doubt  thai  bis  imperial  majesty  will 
ccede  to  the  whole  of  the  above  ini- 
t  proposition.— With  respect  to  the 
iU  troops  at  Corfon,  geu,  Wintzinge- 
■»  had  no  instructions!  but  be  ii 
!i>t  that  it  is  the  intention  of  bis  tin- 

majesty  to  land  them  in  the  king- 
f  Naples,  immediately  after  tlie  com- 
ment of  hostilities,  and  that  the 
Rtzoumofsky  has  already  been  1111 
tt  to  forward  these  orders,  iuimedi 
ml  the  application  of  the  court  o 
1  Lascy,  commander  ii 


t  CorfoL 


who  « 


t  Malta 


chief  of  ihi 
That  thesi 


ind  tlntt  lliey  would  likewise  be  lan- 
the  kingdom  of  Naples, — In  pi 
jf   these   sen  time  ii  la   of  liis    imperial 
t  would  be  advisable  that  the 
mol-ky  should    without  loss  of  time, 
e  such  orders  to  general  Lascv, 


r  thai. 


,  he  should  r 


the  -Austrian  genwal  advices  of  the 
encemenl  of  hostilities  in  tlie  north 
ly,  he  should  instantly  embark  hi 
,  land  them  in  the  kingdom  of  N; 
jnite  them  to  the  Neapolitans  &a> 
h,  and  begin  to  act  offensively  against 
oops  ol  ih'j  enemy  stationed  in  thai 
■y. — General  Wintsingerode  added 
e  would  not   fail   to  represent  the  » 


important  rea 

sous  advanced 

on 

the 

f. Austria,  for 

recommending 

tha 

Be" 

Lascy  should  c 

e  ordered  to  pu 

the 

r,  on  his  retre 

tfram  lower  It 

iy 

with 

lole  of  the  tr 

ops  at  his  disp 

sal 

to 

tout  to  form 

a  junction   v. 

ith 

the 

an  army,  and 

as  soyn  as  that 

tha 

I  be 

effected,  to  assist,  with  the 
politans,  and  English  under 
is  of  the  grand  Aus 
cording  to  the  plau  of  tbe 
chief. — After  due  consider* 
both  sides  deemed  too  harnt 
a  disembarkation  from  Corl 
dom  of  Naples  before  the  - 
of  hostilities,  as  such  a  mei 
terfere  with  tbe  negocisti 
the  circumstance  ale 
:is  being  at  Corfou, 
English  troops  at  Malta,  b. 
readiness  to  embark,  is  sutf 
the  French  army  which  is  in 
Naples,  and  to  prevent  tii 
detachment,  to  reinforce  tin 
of  Italy.  The  Austriaugene; 
sed  other  points  principally 
uomical arrangements, on  m 
1 ,  With  respect  to  lh« 
the  tirst  Russian  army,  Aui 
ipply  it,  from  the  ltith  of 
with  bread,  meat,  and  foi 
he  two  first  days  subsequeu 
:ig  the  frontier,  that  is,  tin 
I  Aug.  each  column  shoul 
irith  its  necessaries  from  it; 
ers  ;  as  no  preliminary  mei 
Uken  for  this  effect  by  A 
disclosing  the  secret :  thai, 
dcr  of  the  march,  arraugt 
made  for  supplying  the  tri 
with  whatever  is  necessary  J 
tence. — An  office  for  tbe  ci 
counts  is  to  be  established  a 
the  day  on  which  the  lro< 
Gallicia,  at  the  expiration  i 
and  it  hits  been  arranged  th. 
should  be  sent  to  Vienna,  fi 
part  of  .Russia  with  full  pow« 
remain  there  for  this  object 
expenses  for  each  month  she 
in  the  space  of  3  months, 
meuts  lor  the  maintenance 
army,  are  agreed  upon  in  U 
3.  As  soon  as  tbe  Russian  a 
entered  Bavaria,  they  shall  p 
own  subsistence.  4.  It  is 
soon  as  tbe  two  armies  shal 
territory,  the  requisitions  li 
tence  shall  be  made  and  a 
the  general  direction  for  p 
army  in  Austria.  All  parts  < 
empire  belonging  to  the  hot 
shall  be  exempted  from  It 
tions.  5.  If  in  the  case  <x 
combined  army  should  be  i 
retreat  into  the  hereditary  d< 
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tria  shall  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Russian   troops,    but  the  reimbursements 
shall  be  made  every  three  months.     6.  On 
the  return  of  the  Russian  troops  after  the 
peace,  they  shall  be  maintained  on  the  same 
principles.  7-  At  the  request  of  gen.  Wint- 
zingerode,  a  promise  is  made  to  him,  that 
for  3  Austrian  regiments  of  light  horse 
shall  be  attached  to  the  Russian  army,  to 
furnish  the  advanced  posts;  and  that,  if 
possible,  some  horse  artillery  would  be  ad- 
ded to  them.  This  measure  is  deemed  par- 
ticularly requisite  in  the  beginning  of  the 
campaign,  while  the  Russians  are  ignorant 
of  the  language  of  the  country.     8.  The 
mutual  surrender,  from  the   1 1th  of  next 
August,  of  the  deserters  of  both  armies,  of 
whatever  nation  they  may  be,  together  with 
all  their  baggage,  horses,  &c.     9.  The  4 
regiments  of  dragoons  attached  to  the  first 
army,  shall  receive-  at  Briinn,  or  at  Lintz, 
*  reimbursement  of  dragoon  swords,  to  the 
ir  mount  of  about  3000.    It  is  moreover 
agreed,  that  all  other  objects  which  have 
not  been  discussed  in  this  protocol,  and 
which  may  hereafter  require  to  be  deter- 
mined upon,  shall  be  in  all  cases  explain- 
ed with  a  friendly  confidence  on  both  sides. 
Vienna,  l6th  July  1805.    (Signed)  Prince 
de  Schwaiwenberg.    Baron   de   Mack. 
Baron     de    Collembach.       Baron    de 

WlNTZINGERODE. 

No.  HI.  (D.)     (Translation.)     Copt/  of  a 
Dispatch  from  the  Count  de  Razoumofieky , 
doted  at  Vienna  the  29th  April  (11  May) 
1805. 
Since  the  creation  of  the  council  of 
war,  I  have  this  day  to  mention  its  first 
meeting,  which,  directed  to  other  details 
than  those  of  the  administration,  at  length 
presents  an   object  worthy  of  attention. 
The  conferences  took  place  in  the  presence 
of  his  majesty  the  emperor  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  last.     The  committee  was  compo- 
sed of  the  two  archdukes  Charles  and  John, 
the  president  and   vice-president  of  the 
council,  and  quarter-master-general  Mack. 


The  question  submitted  to  their  delibera- 
tion turned  on  the  prodigious  increase  of 
the  French  forces  in  Italy;  on  the  imminent; 
danger  which  thence  resulted  to  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  hereditary  states ;  on  the  rapi- 
dity with  which,  from  the  first  hostile  de- 
termination of  Bonaparte,  they  would  be  at- 
tacked; and  on  the  absolute  impossibility 
of  resis  tance.  This  situation  was  delibe- 
rately considered,  and  it  was  unanimously 
decided,  even  with  the  consent  of  the  arch- 
duke Charles,  that  it  was  necessary  to  rein- 


force the  troops  in  that  quarter.  This  point 
being  settled,  the  necessary  details  will  be 
arranged  in  consequence ;   aud   I  lose  do 
time  in  forwarding  to  you  the  most  impor- 
tant of.  their  resolutions. 
(Translation.)     Extract  from  a  Memoir  om 
the  Situation  of  Affairs*  Communicated  by 
Count  Starhemberg, 
Never  were  hopes,   founded  on  the 
most  salutary  views  and  plans,  destroyed 
"by  a  more  fatal  blow,  than  the  disastrous 
reverse  which  our  army  "in  Germany  hat 
experienced  by  a  concourse  of  unfortunate 
circumstances,  the  consequence  of  a  single 
fault. — The  simultaneous  co-operation  of 
the  two  imperial  courts  of  England  and 
Prussia  should  have  offered,  at  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  war,  a  chain  of  armed 
forces  from  the  north  to  the  south,  and 
should  have  obliged  France,  by  mutual  di- 
versions, to  separate  hers.    It  was  our  first 
misfortune,  that  none  of  the  hopes  we  had 
placed  iu  diversions  on  the  north  of  the 
continent,  which  might  have  obliged  the 
emperor  of  the  French  to  divide  the  troops 
that  he  had  withdrawn  <ffom   his  coasts, 
were  realised  ;  and  not  only  all  these  troops 
were  able  to  be  employed  against  our  army 
in  Germany,  but  even  the  Gallo-Bataviau 
army  and  that  of  Bernadotte  could  quit 
Holland  and  Hanover  also,   without  impe- 
diment, to  join  in  the  attack.    It  is  to  this 
circumstance  that  the  French  troops  which 
were  opposed  to  ours,  owe  the  superiority 
of   their  numbers;    for,   deducting  these 
two  armies,  the  troops  arrived  from  the  in- 
terior in  the  course  of  the  month  of  Oct. 
have  but  little  exceeded  the   number  of 
Austrian  troops  placed  on  the  Iller,  where, 
in  the  strong  position  which  they  occupied] 
they  would  have  been  able  to  await  the 
junction  of  the  first  army  of  his  maj.  the 
emperor  -of  Russia.     There   was  even  a 
moment  when  they  had  the  hope  of  pre- 
venting the  junction  of  the  French  troops 
from  the  north  with  those  arrived  from  the 
interior  of  France,  by  falling  on  a  party  of 
the  latter ;  when,  as  a  second  misfortune, 
the  violation   of  the   Prussian    neutrality 
suddenly  changed  the  face  of  affairs  and 
reduced  our  German  army  to  the  alterna- 
tive, either  to  fall  back  immediately  on  the 
.  Inn,  or  see  itself  surrounded  and  destroy* 
ed.    The  retreat  on  the  Inn  should  have 
prevented  every  disagreeable  consequence. 
Joined  to  the  body  of  the  army  under  the 
general  in  chief  de  Kutusow,  these  troopi 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  resist  the  li- 
mited French  forces ;  the  subsequent  arri- 
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*<d  Of  lire  second    I'.us 
■■ally,  ihir  rieveloptnteni 

ul    t In-  codilmn,    might    have    procured  to 

th«  allied  troops  that  viperiomv  ol  forei 
which  had  been  absolutely  depended  on  ii 
llio  mutual  eugng'OTenls.  Through  ihu  in 
MMStWblt  limit  iii  ft  genera]  chosen  fort 
regulation  gained  by  former  successes,  I  lit 
army  of  Uermiwy  remained  on  the  lllvr 
and  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  withou 
having  been  beaten,  alter  some  slight  ac> 
tk>ns  in  which  it  had  rather  [lie.  advantage 
than  the  disadvantage,  the  greater  part  of 
llie  army  was  taken,  ami  the  remainder 
dispersed.  AH  the  following  misfortunes 
were  the  inevitable  consequences  of  thii 
disaster. — The  united  Freuch  forces  ii 
(ierniuny  alone  exceeding,  without  the  al- 
lied Hoops,  110  thousand  men,  advanced 
agaiu&t  the  Auslro-llussian  troops  posted 
on  the  Inn,  which  amounted  to  littie 
than  the  hall*  of  that  number.  To  expose 
tiiese  troops  to  a  regular  combat  against  a 
force  double  their  number,  would  bi 
been  to  risk  the  ruin  of  them  before  the  ar- 
rival of"  the  secoud  army  of  his  fnaj.  the 
Maperor  of  Russia  :  it  would  have  been  to 
commit  the  same  fault  that  bad  just  lost 
•nay  of  Germany.  On  the  contrary, 
pn-.crse  the  first  Russian  army  entire  until 
the  arrival  of  the  second,  became  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  dispositions  which  wen 
concerted  by  his  imrj,  m  person  with  tin 
general  .n  chief  Kutusow.— To  co.nplet. 
our  disappointments,  the  arrival  of  tin 
■eeond  Russian  army  was  delayed  mor* 
(hail  ii  uiouth  by  the  first  armaments  which 
tlic  court  of  Ikrliu  threatened  to  oppose 
those  uf  tlie  court  of  Petersburg.  T 
troops  tliL-rf  fuii',  under  ganeittli  de  Mi 
leldt  and  Kutiu-ow,  mi  ilile  to  mftitttttfn 
position  nn  the  Inn  or  in  any  other  part  of 
Austria,  were  obliged  to  fall  back 
Moravia.  The  inevitable  conserve 
this  movement  e  n  ill 


nud   k--. 


Austria. 
on  the  1 
the   Urn 


5  rijcln.-d   the  lust  bridge 

,•  bad  uu  other  aitcnnuivi 
than  to  pais  it,  in  order  to  avoid  being  cut 
©if  from  the  left  bank  an. I  from  the  route  into 
Moravia.  From  that  moment  the  fate  of 
the  capital  of  Austria  was  decided,  consi- 
dering the  impossibility  of  defending  it 
within  the  walls,  unless  the  time  necessary 
fcr  die  arrival  of  reinforcements  could  be 

£ined  by  means  of  all  armistice  for  a  very 
?rt  period.     Many  reasons  concurred  to 
JTOder  his  majesty  desirous  of  saving  his 


capital  by  Mich  an  armistice 
determined  to  send  lieuti 
count  dc  Giulay  to  the  emp. 
to  propose  it.  The  negociai 
out  effect. — Vienna  «ae  oi 
French  :  and  bis  nwj.  tin 
sacrifice  of  his  capital,  at  lei 
sored  to  the  first  Russian  ar 
of  formiug  a  junction  with  th 
this  effect  lie  gave  the  moat  i 
that  the  great  bridge  in  Irt 
should  be  destroyed,  where. 
days  inarch  would  have  been 
general  in  chief  Kutusoff. 
however,  deceived  the  per 
this  charge  was  intrusted,  by 
falsehood  that  peace  was  j 
beMcen  Austria  and  Frano 
prevented  tbe  demolition  o! 
Ibis  cruel  incident  exposed 
■Ian  army  to  the  most  immii 
being  surrounded  and  desirt 
could  join  tbe  army  of  gener 
as  well  as-  a  corps  of  10,0 
that  had  retreated  from  \ 
this  misfortune  happened,  th 
uf  the  war  would  have  been 
possible.  The  destruction 
army  of  bis  maj.  the  empei 
would  have  infallibly  led  to  I 
cond,  and  of  every  subsequc 
merit,  successively  and  separi 
by  the  great  forces  which  Nap 
sembled  in  Austria  ;  while  ti 
manded  by  his  highness  t 
Charles  in  Italy,  must  als 
ruined  bv  these  forces  unite 
Massena.  In  a  word,  the  d 
critical,  that  bad  there  bei 
means  of  preventing  it,  hi: 
have  been  obliged  to  sign 
peace,  unfavourable  indeed  ti 
inevitable,  from  motives  wine 
been  but  too  justifiable  in  tli 
allies.  Tbe  impossibility  i 
the  war  ;  tbe  necessity  of  sav. 
ti'iice  of  tbe  monarchy  ;  the 
rests  of  Europe,  and  even  of  1 
trailed  him  to  insure  the  cxi 
Austrian  monarchy,  rather  th* 
a  war  from  which  nothing  OOC 
ed  but  an  issue  still  more  unit 
kort,  the  sacred  duties  by  w) 
as  bound  to  bis  noble  and  t 
the  emperor  Alexander;  duti 
shared  wilb  every  well-.ii»jj(.v.' 
id  which  imposed  upon  huu  t 
o(  preferring  every  sacrifice  to 
(us  carlaiu  as  iL  was  usi 
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brave  and  Well-appointed  armies  which 
Russia  was  pouring  forth  to  his  assistance. 
—In  this  extremity,  his  maj.  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  enter  into  uew  explanations  with  the 
emperor  Napoleon,  and  to  propose  to  open 
negociations  with  him  for  peace,  as  soon  as 
measures  to  this  effect  might  be  concerted 
with  the  emperor  Alexander,  whom  bis 
maj.  expected  immediately  to  see  in  per- 
son.— But  happily,  these  dangers  and  ne- 
cessities are  no  mere.  Generals  Kutusow 
and  Buxhovden  have  surmouuttd  the  diffi- 
culties which  threatened  to  prevent  the 
seasonable  junction  of  the  forces  under 
their  com  man  J.  The  mission  of  the  Aus- 
trian envoys  has  been  accompanied  with 
the  resumption  of  active  hostilities.  On 
the  27th  of  November,  the  day  after  they 
quitted  the  camp,  the  combined  armies 
conceiitrated  in  the  environs  of  Olmuts, 
consibting  of  the  first  and  second  Russian 
armies,  with  a  body  of  20,000  Austrians, 
comprehending  also  for  their  rear  guard 
the  imperial  life  guards  10,000  strong,  and 
making  in  all  an  effective  strengh  of  80,000 
fighting  men,  advanced  towards  the  enemy. 
On  the  28th  they  had  reached  Wischaw, 
anoVhad  taken/ in  that  city  aud  its  environs, 
more  than  6*00  prisoners.  On  the  29th 
and  30th,  thev  continued  their  march  to 
Austerlitz,  on  the  way  to  Nikolsprug. 
(Translation.)  Austrian  Declaration. 
The  court  of  Vienna  has  no  hesitation 
to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  emperor 
of  the  French,  for  a  categorical  explanation 
of  their  intentions,  and  of  the  motives  for 
which  they  are  arming. — The  court  of 
Vienna  have  no  other  intentions  than  to 
preserve  peace  and  the  relations  of  amity 
with  France,  as  well  as  the  general  tranquil- 
lity of  the  continent.  They  have  no  i)ther 
wish  than  to  be  assured  that  the  intentions 
of  the  emperor  Napoleon  correspond  with 
theirs. — But  the  maintenance  of  peace  be- 
tween two  powers  does  not  merely  consist  in 
abstaining  from  positive  hostilities :  it  con- 
sists, with  equal  importance,  in  the  due  exe- 
cution of  the  treaties  by  which  that  peace  is 
established.  The  power  that  violates  those 
treaties  in  essential  points,  and  which  re- 
fuses to  satisfy  just  claims,  is  as  much  the 
aggressor  as  if  it  attacked  the  other  with- 
out a  colour  of  justice. — The  peace  be- 
tween Austria  and  France  rests  on  the 
treaty  of  Luneville,  one  of  the  conditions 
of  which  treaty  stipulates  and  guarantees 
the  independence  of  the  Italian  republics, 
as  well  as  of  the  Helvetian  and  Batavian 
republic,  and  ensures  to  them  the  liberty 


to  choose  their 
attempt  to  forcf 
of  a  government, 
otherwise  than 
and  in  a  manner 
their  absolute  ] 
a  violation  of  the 
Austria  is  entitle 
redress.— -The  « 
amity,  to  allay  & 
serve  the  public 
danger,  may,  in 
delicate  circums 
plaining  party  to 
spection  and  mo 
dress,   and    to  pt 
future  negociatic 
friendship  cannot 
regard  the  condit 
power  who,  afte 
avoids  every  expl 
ciate,  and   mens 
conciliate,  equally 
of  friendship  and  t 
For  thew  preserv&i 
quillity,'eacb  stat 
within  its  own  lit) 
rights  and  iodep 
strong  as  well  as 
is  endangered  wl 
to  itself  rights  of  c 
of  influence,  cou 
law  of  nations,  nc 
power  speaks  of  tl 
the  peace   which 
rights ;  when  she 
ror  to  dictate  1m 
oblige  them  to  ass 
to   her  own,  or  1 
ances,    concession 
and   of  incorpora) 
that    her    dignity 
founded  represent 
publications  attacl 
cession  ;  finally,  1 
into  the  sole  arbi 
the  common  intefl 
at  excluding  othel 
in  the  main  tenant 
quillity  and  equilill 
cause  they  are  tod 
an  arm  of  the  sea*4 
continent;  meethfl 
powers  nearest  tm 
answers,  with  assed 
frontiers,   with  o| 
they    assume    a  4 
And  this  is  then  II 
the  other  states- 4 
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r;  and  if  necessary  to  unite  for  the 
ervatinn  of  their  own,  and  the  public 
:y. — Thus  is  it,  that  the  armaments  of 
court  of  Vienna  have  been  gradually 
d  forth,  as  well  by  the  armaments  of 
ice,  as  by  ihe  insllieiency  of  concilia- 
measures,  towards  the  sure  maiiHu- 
W  of  B  real  peace,  and  of  future  traii- 
lity. — All  Europe  has  recognized  the 
irity  of  the  pacific  dispositions  of  his 
,  the  emperor,  in  his  enact  fulfilment 
•  conditions  of  the  treaty  of  Luneville, 
is  great  condescension  relative  to  the 
ude  assumed  in  opposition  to  his  inte- 
i  upon  the  execution  ol  this  treaty  in 
nany,  in  the  moderation  which  ho 
layed  in  no  less  a  degree,  concerning 
Sret  deviations  of  the  French  rep 
torn  the  same  treaty,  as  applied 
r  states,— Attributing  these  deviations 
e  necessity  of  securing  from  all  foreign 
■ruption  the  developement  of  the  pi; 
led  for  the  re-entabiwtewut  of  the 
archie*!  govt,  in  France,  his  maj.  did 
icruple  to  recognize  the  state  of  things 
llislied  in  Italy  towards  the  end  of  the 
1802.  Confidence  in  the  views  of 
Ifst  consul,  the  engagements  entere 
by  that  person  with  respect  to  the  ne< 
M  republic,  iti  relation  to  the  lempo- 
fluralion  of  his  presidency,  the  puh 
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.    ...    I. ....  .,  .    trly   relating    to 

:uc,_-.  i    .■:..  .      {..  ■  ■    i'i  id*  to  the  kii.« 

^  atl.i   tsol   llalv,    I-.  ,i.i  St   Hi  ■    ...  :     .1.' 

„i:-.i  o.  eac\  .  "...i  to  cherish  in  l.x 
i  o"  hii  I...;,  t ..<  i.  ■•■•:  t!i..:  th<  consuli- 

t  t  ■!.■  ■■,!.,  ihi  ;■-,;.  ■,  in  .  [hi 
Kin  *  ..i  .  ii  govt,  to  .1  standard  com- 
i|e  with  tl   ■  i.il.unc  acd   the   Safety  ot 

s  die  i  i  t  I'l'.-r:  i.l  approaching  ai- 
ion>  iu  :.:■  staffs  -.;  t-ombiirdy.  i..- 
d  ihe  ambassador  ol   the  court  ol  Vi- 

point,  Lis  ni.ij.  was  still  further  con- 
■d  iu  his  hopes,  hj  tin-  official  asatt- 
b  given  in  the  nifme  of  the  emperor 
jleon,  Ihatlhc  Itali  tin  republics  should 
3e  united  to  Prttnce,  and  that  nu  in. 
lion  should  be  nude,  iu  any  degree  af- 
l»L.  VI.  tJjiptndix. 


feeling  their  politic*]  independ 

rope  must  judge  whether  the  t 
have  been  fulfilled.  T>ieen.p> 
erased  tu  claim  th.il  fullilnieiil 
proved  by  the  correspnndrnct 
lows  between  the  Wo  soveren;i 
official  and  ostensible  represent! 
the  ambassador  count  Philip  i 
was  directed  to  make  ;  and,  tho 
ters  by  which  the  eiupefur  Naf 
inurikared  to  his  maj.  bis  p'njei 
lablishment  of  a  kingdom  of  it 
companied  by  threats  and  i 
though  every  thing  from  that  I 
trayed  what  the  event  has  tl 
l.h it  ihc  French  emperor  was 
maintain  his  innovations  by  fore 
less  his  maj.  has  never  recognu 
winch  were  daily  announced lu 
visional  and  temporary  arrange! 
maj.  conlined  himself  to  repel 
futing  certain  charges,  which 
pretext  to  justify  the  threats,  an 
known  his  hopes,  that  the  prin- 
paration  and  independence  sai 
the  treaty,  would  be  main  Lai 
definitive  arrangements,  which 
ror  Napoleon  had  declared  wei 
upon  future  negotiations  with  t 
Petersburg  and  London,  at  tl 
the  re-establishment  of  peace. - 
gocialioiis  were  indeed  the  onl 
hope  which  his  maj.  still  prefer 
ciug  his  conciliatory  incisures 
peace  on  a  linn  basis,  and  of  I 
length  tranquillity  to  Europe, 
alarmed  through  every  part  fn 
south  by  enterprises,  the  niiiu 
lent  nf  which  wue  every  inorr 
iii(  ri.ix-.  His  majesty  the  eui| 
French  bad  ni.i.le  the  first  overt. 
a  rrconc  ilia",  inn  with  the  king  c 
without, bo*  ever,  in  auy  degree, 
iug  !.;s  intention  of  excluding  th 
from  the  ;.„lil  ol  interfering  ii 
important  com  eras  of  the  contu 
restticliou,  joined  to  the  relal 
exifeled  belnceii  himself  and  tl 
Petersburg,  induced  his  Britan 
baveresouice  lo  the  mediation 
V.i.  emperor  of  RuseJ*,  who,  no 
ing  the  interruption  of  hi*  o(f 
course  Willi  Fiance,  did  not  he: 
lerpose  Ins  good  oftices,  to  sei 
purpose  a  negociator,  and  to  sol 
mission  to  the  presence  of  ibe  « 
France.  But  the  hope  founds 
these  pacific  proceedings  speed 
cd  ;  i"i  L-.-ii  blows  were  t truck,  ai 
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political  existence  of  other  independent 
states  of  Italy,  at  the  moment  when  the 
French  govt,  were  sending  to  the  Russian 
negociator  the  passport  demanded  for  his 
journey  to  France.  The  emperor  Alexander 
from  that  time  conceived  himself  obliged  to 
consider  his  mediation  as  rejected.  On  the 
Other  side,  the  French  armies  were  sudden- 
ly assembled  in  luly,  notwithstanding  the 
promise  of  making  no  armament  in  that 
country  ;  a  camp  of  30,000  men,  collected 
in  the  plain  of  Marengo,  was  followed  by 
another  camp  of  40,000,  which  was  form, 
ed  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Tyrol,  and  of 
the  Venetian  provinces  of  Austria.  His 
maj.  then  found  himself  compelled  to  pro- 
vide effectually  for  his  own  safety.  He 
then  felt  convinced,  that  the  sentiments  of 
peace,  friendbhip,  and  moderation  which  he 
had  professed,  met  with  no  such  return  on 
the  part  of  the  French  emperor,  as  to  allow 
him  to  neglect  any  longer  the  adoption  of 
measures  necessary  for  the  defence  of  his 
rights  and  the  maintenance  of  the  digni- 
ty of  his  empire  : — Such  is  the  cause  of  his 
present  armaments.  But  the  same  senti- 
ments, which  have  created  such  an  unxietv 
in  his  maj/s  mind  to  avoid  putting  these 
measures  into  execution,  have  likewise  ac- 
tuated him  in  fixing  the  object  to  which 
they  are  pointed. — The  emperor  arms  with 
no  hostile  views.  He  docs  not  anu  to  make 
a  diversion  for  the  expedition  against  Ku- 
gland,  which  c  innot  be  supposed  to  have 
been  delayed  during  two  years  until  the 
very  moment  when  France  had  provoked 
Austria  and  Russia  by  aggressions  in  no 
way  authorized  by  the  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain :  he  arms  for  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  which  subsists  between  him  and 
France,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  con- 
ditions of  that  peace,  without  which  the 
peace  would  be  illusory;  to  bring  about  an 
equitable  arrangement  to  which  the  modera- 
tion of  all  the  powers  interested  in  it  may 
contribute,  and  which  is  likely  to  ensure  the 
equilibrium  and  permanent  tranquillity  of 
Eun-pe. — The  measures  by  which  his  ma- 
jesty has  invited  the  principal  courts  inte- 
rested in  the  renewal  of  the  negociations 
which  have  been  broken  off,  were  directed  to 
this  object.  The  unexpected  refusal  with 
which  his  interposition  has  beeu  met  by 
his  maj.  the  emperor  of  the  French,  does 
not  deter  him  from  repeating  it. — His  maj. 
has  been  more  fortunate  with  the  emperor 
Alexander.  This  sovereign,  who  so  glo- 
riously fills  a  distinguished  station  amoni; 
the  powers  of  Europe,  the  equilibrium  and 


welfare  of  which  are  the  constant  object 
of  his  cares,  manifests,  in  the  annexed  an- 
swer which  his  maj.  has  just  received,  an 
equal  desire  to  contribute  to  the  conclu&ioi 
of  a  just  and  moderate  arrangement,  lie 
is  equally  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
arming  eventually,  and  is  necessitated  by 
that  very  distance,  which  is  alledged,  tor 
the  purpose  of  contesting  the  right  and  im- 
portance of  his  mediation,  to  advance  t 
part  of  his  armies,  with  a  view  to  ensora- 
to  bis  intervention  all  the  weight  and  eft- 
ciency  worthy  of  so  great  a  potentate.— To 
sum  up  the  proofs  of  the  sincerity  of  the 
two  imperial  courts  of  Austria  and  Russia, 
the  following  declaration  is  announced  is 
their  joint  names :  "  That  they  are  ready 
to  uegociate  with  the  court  of  France  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  peace  of  the  con- 
tinent on  the  most  moderate  terms  which 
are  compatible  with  the  general  tranquil- 
lity and  safety.  That  whatever  should  be 
the  issue  of  the  negociation,  and  should 
war  become  inevitable,  they  are  mutually 
bound  to  each  other,  to  abstain  from  every 
attempt  to  interfere  in  the  internal  affain 
of  France  ;  to  disclaim  all  thought  of  al- 
tering the  state  of  property  and  connexions, 
as  they  are  now  legitimately  established  in 
the  German  empire,  to  propose  no  assump- 
tion of  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Otto- 
man poite  ;  but  that  on  the  contrary,  they 
are  ready  to  defend  to  the  utmost  of  their 
means  the  security  and  integrity  of  the 
Turkish  dominions.  Lastly,  That  Great 
Britain  has  made  a  profession  of  aeato- 
ments  perfectly  analogous  to  theirs,  and 
of  a  disposition  equally  moderate  for  lbs 
re-establishment  of  peace  with  France."— 
His  maj.  hopes  that  the  plain  and  liberal 
explanations  which  he  has  now  made,  will 
be  well  calculated  to  dissipate  the  doubu 
which  might  exist  on  the  part  of  the  empe- 
ror Napoleon,  respecting  the  intentions 
and  motives  by  which  his  maj.  is  guided; 
and  every  wish  of  his  heart  will  be  gratified 
if  these  explanations  should  contribute  to 
prevent  the  misfortunes  from  which  no  en- 
deavour of  his  has  been  wanting  to  save 
mankind. 

(Translation.)     Answer  of  the  French  6V 
ternment  to  the   Declaration  of  Austrii, 
dated  Paris,  13th  Jag.  1805%. 
The  undersigned  having,  at  the  close 
of  the  conversation  he  had  the  honour  t» 
hold  with  count  Cobentzl,  instantly  trans- 
mitted to  Boulougne  tlie  declaration  com- 
municated to  him  by  hisexc,  has  received 
the  commands  of  the  emperor  and  king,  19 
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•  following   rrplv: — The  emperor 

«td  Dot  but  be  sensibly  arlected  by   the 

moderation  which  are  maui- 

i  in  the  rlerluriuioii  above  mentioned. 

(  bj    I  lit?  friendly   di*|msitions  which  in- 

M  hUDiuJ,  the  emperor  ni  Germany  and 

™~  '»  to  desire   to   hasten,    by   hia   mler- 

ihe  termination    of    those   e«ls 

ar  occasions  to  France.      Rut,   the 

B  inip-.t  tenet  and  eslimatioti  hismajtis- 

fct-hcs  to  the  good  offices  of  his  niaj. 

til  Germany  and  Austria,  the 

!  Ills  gratitude  tor  the  intention  with 

I)  they  it  it-  offered*  so  much  the  more 

i   h*  ferl,    that    even    gratitude  forbids 

tttl   himself  of  them,    while,  by 

I  nature  of  things,  or  by  the  eircumstan- 

»   of  the  ease,   it   id   impossible  to  hope 

I  ihey   should  be   employed  with  efleci, 

Coiuequrnlly,    without   impairing,    in 

e  manner,  the  diguity  of  the   mediating 

W".     This  consideration  would  be  deci- 

I  with  his  majesty,  though  it  were  even 

«ible  lor  htm  to  forget   what  return   the 

■oris  of  London  and  St.  PtfteMbufgh  have 

~*nlly  nude  to  the  noblest  and  most  | 

■Due  steps  he  could  bdtc  towards  them, 

*8  NovoasiUolfwas  oil  his  way  to  France 

h  intentions  not  previously  comniiuiica- 

I  to   the  emperor.     The  king  of  Prussia 

T  asked   passports  for  him,   which  we: 

ivercd  immedtatelv,  and  without  ettil 


nation.      What    adv 

lltU! 

'  has  h 

maj.  df 

rived  from  this  end 

■  fen  ill 

if  an  v 

fensivr  n, .10,    full  , 

ions,   ha 

bei-n  the  only  result 

which  tli 

emperor    neither   i  , 

ior  «rts 

.  d  for.— 

Thu=  insulted  iultts 

ion< 

ir,  he* 

ger  desire  mjr  I  apt! 

t  ;m 

tiling  from    litis 

•ia  ;     which     IjeHlie 

,     tar     Irom 

wish  in 

peace,  fmiii'h  In  r  uilrr>>st 

n  war; 

nid,  upo 

tbr  renewal  of  iliat, 

foil 

'Is    hii} 

:s,    whie 

•he  in-  vain    ulli  iiipl 

S     III 

'li--ouil 

le,    wtiil 

Her    rondurl,    In    e 

try 

iarti  n 

cids    tli 

trutli   even  to  the 

curulus 

observa 

tion. — For  a  twclv 

in- ii- 

b   raM 

the  em 

peror    hi-   received 
Russi.iii    Cabinet ;  h 

Old 

insults 

from  the 

ments  are  too  a-el! 

e  it  io  bi 

supposed   1        he  * 

to  the  rem  ml  of  I 

1 1  H  lo 

the  emp-n.i     \',  E. 

",   which 

n»y  be  the  must  to 

,  Io  per 

•erereinthc  sy»ieni 

■broad  have  moved 

■■•  or  U 

Ktume  sentiment* 

llsl  I 

n. Die 

Inderal* 

tad  more  just,     h  i 

mo 

■  l.i=  nw 

i  nueres 

Is,  than  it  is  the 

burnt  of  France  t 

recall  him 

to  them 

The  tluiiaf  mum  be  the  fruit 

flections:  it  i.  not  to  be  »..i 

oration— A*  to  Bagfarnrf,  bli  a 

since,  made  pre«mg  implicit!. 
lier  to  peace,  which  KttTtrpl  d 
estimate  justly,  and  which  woi 
on.vL-u  nutlrctuul.  if  Knglaud 
i  her  uwn  rwttUtOM  mil 
ply  of  tber.iiuiiet  of  !>t, 
became  evident,  that  it  would 
peace  fill  all  hopes  were  lost  t 
war  upon  the  continent,  for  ll 
making  Italy  mid  Germany  a  si 
and  carnage.  It  is  In  this  vict 
view  nloue,  that  England  has 
ntfrveutioti  of  Russia.  Thi 
Vienna  is  too  enlightened  not 
ble  of  tliii,  even  though  the 
motives  of  F.ugland  had  not 
known  by  the  solicitations  and 
sidifs  with  which  she  hus  incf 
the  court  of  Vienna,  in  ofd< 
the  Austrian  govt.  a£.ain  to  tafc 
It  is  not  such  a  power  that  w 
io  persuade  to  relish  the  coo. 
deration  and  justice.  It  wo 
vain  to  address  her  on  the  si 
own  true  interests.  Rlmd  pa 
her  to  misapprehend  them, 
persuasion  could  have  no  pov 
Hut,  what  the  good  offices  of  .' 
not  obtain  from  England,  A 
For  this,  the 


ithe 


■,  but ! 


upright  conduct,  that  shall  m. 
feel  her  insignificance. —  K 
knowj,  and  hai  more  than  on 
tliat  Russia  alone  can  give  her 
assistants  ;  and  lli.H  without  l 
lion  of  Prussia  and  Austria, 
would  be  of  any  use.— Prussia  I 
that  she  will  at  no  time,  nor  m 
ter  into  any  hostile  d.  sign  »gd 
Let  the  emperor  of  Austria  mi 
lui:i. tratioti,  and  the  British 
i.iuing  si'iicible  of  their  true 
■>-gard  to  which  there  mil  be  n< 
llusion  to  deceive  her,  and  yii 
i|  inion  of  the  most  enliglili'i.ei 
anlry,  will  tee  the  necessity 
to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
and  will  be  fortunate  even  in  t 
ty.  Then  the  emperor  of  (.)< 
not  only  have  acquired  a  right 
lituifr  of  the  emperor  of  the  I 
will  also  liavo  done  nan  for  Ii 
interest,  than  if  he  bad  gai 
agitiiist  France  ;  lor,  an  imm» 
qucuce  01  the  peace  will  be  tli 
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of  the  engagement  which  his  maj.  the  em- 
peror of  the  French  has  come  under,  and 
which  he  now  with  pleasure  renews,  to  se- 
parate the  crowns  of  France  and  Italy.—  If, 
on  the  contrary,  Austria,  by  indecisive  mea- 
sures, leave  opinion  to  fluctuate  in  doubt 
and  uncertainty;  if  she  thus  give  authority 
to  the  assertions  of  the  English  ministry, 
which  says  that  she  has  been  forced  into  a 
coalition ;  if  she  persist  in  maintaining 
72,000  men  in  Italy  ;  then  the  emperor  can- 
not but  think  that  she  sees  with  secret  joy 
a  war  that  weakens  France,  and  that  she 
judges  this  to  be  a  favourable  moment  for 
the  renewal  of  hostilities,  which  must  be 
untfel'ome  to  the  present  generation. — 
His  uuij.,  who  has  not  more  than  50,000 
men  in  Italy,  and  lo,000  of  these  at  the 
extremity  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  see- 

.  iug  his  mosi  important  frontier  in  dan- 
ger,  and   being  unable  to  cover  it  without 

•  drawing  tiocps  from  his  army  of  the 
ocean,  cannot,  in  this  case,  regard  Aus- 
tria oilier  wise  than  as  making  a  diversion 
in  favour  of  England,  not  less  effective, 
nor  to  him  less  prejudicial  than  if  it  were 
made  by  open  war. — His  exc.  count  Co- 
ben  tzl  cunnot  have  failed  to  observe  the 
grand  and  extraordinary  character  of  the 
present  crisis  ;  circumstances  like  the  pre- 
sent  demand    a  corresponding   energy   of 

'  measures.  This  is  a  truth  felt  by  all  men, 
and  with  the  sense  of  which  his  maj.  is 
deeply  penetrated.  Frederic  II.  when  he 
saw  that  his  enemies  were  preparing  for 
wur  against  him,  took  care  to  prevent  them ; 
more  than  once  the  house  of  Austria  has 
done  as  much.  Tbe  emperor  of  the  French 
now  Sees  preparations  in  Poland  and  other 
preparations  in  Italy.  The  places  where 
these  are  made  indicate,  both  that  they  are 
the  result  of  a  combination,  and  against 
\vhom  they  are  directed.  The  undersigned 
must  therefore  ask  count  Cobentzl,  what 
the  emperor  of  Germany  would  do  if  he 
itood  in  the  situation  of  the  emperor  of  the 
French  ? — However  the  emperor  is  willing 
to  hope  the  best,  for  the  future,  which  it 
depends  on  Austria  to  reuder  happy  for  Eu- 
rope ;  while  he  regards,  as  a  presage  of  her 
discreet  conduct,  the  sentiments  which  are 
expressed  in  the  note  received  by  the  un- 
dersigned from  count  Cobentzl.  Let  Aus- 
tria make  the  same  declaration  as  Prussia  ; 
and  let  her  confirm  it,  by  reducing  her 
troops,  and  every  effective  part  of  her  ar- 
my, to  the  peace  establishment :  let  her 
xsease  to  keep  72,000  men  in  Italy  ;  let  her 
again  disperse  in  garrisons  the  regiments 


which  are  embodied  in  the  Tyrol ;  let  her 
cease  from  forming  magazines,  and  fromcuu- 
structing  field-fortifications,  which  evince 
that  war  is  imminent :  then  nothing  will  re- 
main to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  continent; 
that  peace   so   desirable  to   all  1    For,  if 
France  have  nothing  to  gain  by  a  new  con- 
test, as  little  has  Austria  to  gain  by  it: 
and  a  maritime  peace  must  very  soon  fol- 
low, when  Austria  shall  have  declared  that 
she  remains,  and  is  determined  to  remain, 
neutral.     Peace  must  then  become  the  de* 
sire   and   hope  of  Eugland.     Before  tbe 
month  of  January,  such  a  peace  will  be  con- 
cluded, and  the  treaty  of  Amiens  will  he 
re-established.     The  crowns  of  France  and 
Italy   will,   then,  be   for  ever   separated* 
Europe,  enjoying  security  and  repose,  will 
owe  these  blessings  to  the  wisdom  of  Aus- 
tria, which,  by  an  opposite  conduct,  would 
have  precipitated  it  into  a  state  of  'filings 
which  neither  the  cabinet  of  the  Thuille- 
ries,  nor  that  of  Vienna,  nor  any  other, 
can  estimate  or  foresee.— His  exc.  couut 
Cobentzl  will  feel,   that  in  these  communh 
cations   which  the   undersigned  has  been 
commanded  to  make,  it  was  impossible  for 
his  maj.  to  evince  more  remarkable  frank- 
ness, greatness,  or  generosity  of  mind*— 
It  is  for  the  interests  of  Austria  herself 
and  for  the  glory  of  her  sovereign,  that  tbe 
emperor  of  the  French  desires  that  his  maj. 
the  emperor  of  Germany  and  Austria  should 
avail  himself  of  tbe  opportunity  which  now 
offers.     He  has  now  in  his  hands  both  the 
destiny  of  his  own  dominions  and  that  of 
Europe.     In  the  one  he  holds  troubles  and 
the  subversion  of  states ;  in   the  other  a 
general  peace :    impartial    neutrality  viU 
give  him  all  that  he  desires  for  himself,  and 
will  enable  him  to  ensure  the  peace  of  the 
world.     The  most  effectual  mediation  that 
Austria  can  employ  for  a  peace  is,  to  ob- 
serve the  most  perfect  neutrality;  not  to 
arm, nor  oblige  France  to  make  any  diver* 
sion;  not  to  allow  to  England  any  bope 
of  engaging  her  in  an  offensive  alliance.— 
The  undersigned  cannot  doubt  but  his  ox, 
count  Cobentzl  will   duly  appreciate  tbs 
considerations  explained    in   the    present 
note,    and  will  contribute,  with  his  influ- 
ence, to  procure  them  to  be  regarded  k 
their    true    light,      (Signed)    Ch.  Mao* 
Talleyrand. 

(Translation.)     Note  of  C.  M.  TaJltymi, 
dated  Paris,  the  l6th  Aug,     1805. 
His  maj.  the  emperor  bad  yielded  wtk 
so  much  the  more  confidence  to  the  pscific 
and  amicable  protestations  of  Austria,  9  I 
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winced  that  he  might  reckon  "on 
nimble  sentiments  on  the  part  ol  that 
lie  maimer  in  which  he  has 
unuueied  himself  towards  her,  after  two 
rars  ia  which  the  greatest  part  of  the  pos- 
tasions  of  Austria  had  been  conquered  by 
U  arms,  wholly  occupied  by  the  war  which 
lug  I  and  had  waged  against  him,  he  hoped 
bat  giving  no  cause  of  complaint  to  Aus- 
na,  Austria  would  maintain  the  most 
Ulhful  and  most  impartial  neutrality.  But 
:ie  movements  of  troops  and  other  hostile 
ispositiuns  which  are  evinced  in  the  he- 
Ltht,.i'v  states,  and  at  which  Europe  is 
DVitsy  and  astonished,  oblige  his  maj.  the 
Ripcror  to  demand  not  only  a  categorical 
Hi  also  an  immediate  explanation.— The 
fpeated  intelligence  which  the  emperor  rt- 
eiv.s  from  uli  quarters, "  obliges  him  to 
kupend  his  projects  against  England. 
!"bue  Austria  has  done  as  much  as  if  she 
Ad  Com i ne need  hostilities;  for  which  she 
Sa  made  in  favour  of  England  the  most 
Mmudable  diversion. — Austria  is  collecting 
a  arinv  in  [he  Tyrol,  whilst  Trance  has 
»»cuated  the  whole  of  Switzerland.  Mis 
*C.  the  count  de  Cobenlzl  knows  very 
Mil  tb.il  Austria  has  72,000  men  in  Italy, 
Era  France  has  but  50.000;  of  which 
IfcOOO  are  on  the  gulpb  -of  Tarentum  ; 
■9  it  is  this  principally  which  has  cleter. 
Dined  the  emperor  to  suspend  his  projects. 
Vusirjii ibevr'v  ulieic  Milling  lorliJicnt'oiis, 
it  if  war  were  declared,  cir  unavoidable; 
ai  the  troupsof  Austria  are  in  motion  ;  all 


And  how  indeed  ei 
■or  of  Germany  m 
With  a  pacific  unco 
in  such  a  country  J 

maintain  them  ttitl 
pact  Whv  shoot 
Why  shuuld  he  bat 

waggons?  It  ia  the 
that  every  power  o 


;  all  3i 


rch- 


i  ot 


particularly  when  such  pre| 
Bade  on  the  unguarded  frontiers  of  a  pow- 
er clsewbeie  occupied  on  an  opposite  and 
dulant  frontier,  I  lis  mnj..  who  would 
■Uib  to  conciliate  such  dispositions  with  thi 
«Kpre«»ioQ3  of  peace  of  his  mnj.  the  empe 
mrof  Germany,  iu  which  he  lias  aiway 
placed  an  entire  confidence,  cannot  do  so 


without  supposing  that  that  m 

uorant  of  the  injury   he   dooi 

and  that  the  diversion  which  hi 

equivalent  to  real  hostility.  His 

sed  with  the  persuasion  that  he 

tut  of  it  i  but  the  natural  o 

uli  an  error  being  no  less 

ice  than    measures   decid 

ild  be,  his  maj.  is  not  less  i 

preventing    them. — Protestatii 

longer  restore  bis  confidence : 

intermediate  su 

those  of  war  and  peace.     Ii 

pence,  every  thing  must  b 

the  peace  establishment.    If  Ai 

nothing  will  remain  but  I 

to  throw  on  the  aggressor  the  t 

ils  which  he  will  draw  dt 

ly  on  the  present  generation,  L 

may  say  it  with  pride) 

i  and  on  his  own  family;  1 

flutters  himself,   that  lie   -hall 

the  same  successes  i 

wars  ;  and  that  he  ahall  place 

the  future,  in  security,  against 

us  which  are  as  it  were  a  (i 

ids  a  coalition  in  favour  of 

e  undersigned  is  iberrforo 

demand,  in   the  pleasing  supp< 

Austria  is  really  desirous  of  pea 

the  21  regiments  which  have  I 

veil  into  the  German  Tyrol  as  i 

ian   Tyrol,  shall  be   withdraw! 

10  troops  shall  remain   iu  eilh 

iroviuces  but  those  which  wer 

nonths  ago.     2.  That  the  fielc 

uspended,  not  thai   the   empei 

the  right  ot  raising  th 
stale,  anil  prudence  e 
it  the  duty  ol  princes:  hut  as 
certainly  not  a  turtiried  town, 
which  are  actually  carrying  oi 
merely  field  works.  3.  That 
which  are  in  Styria,  in  Carinth 
niola,  iu  Enoul,  and  in  the  Ven 
rory,  be  reduced  to  the  uumbei 
tIS  months  ago.  And  lastly,  tfc 
slid  I  decline  her  firm  and  coust 
lion  to  preserve  a  strict  and  : 
neutrality,  without  taking  part 
sent  differences;  since  it  is  tl 
Austria,  it  she  withes  to  pre* 
trulity,  to  do  nothing  directli 
rectly  in  favour  of  England.- 
dersigned  is  at  the  same  tim 
to  declare  to  his  eac.  the  cou 
Dental,  or  rather  to  repeal  to  hi 
claraitun  already  so  frequently  ■ 
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laurel  in  the  crown  of  a  great  sovereign, 
shall  conseut  to  conditions  of  peace  which 
shall  not  require  ihe  sacrifice  of  the  na- 
tional honour  and  the  independence  of  a 
great  state.  By  the  express  command  oi 
his  imperial  and  royal  maj.  (Sigued) 
Joseph  Uabon  de  Summerau. 


THE  TWELFTH  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMIS- 
SIONERS OF  NAVAL  ENQUIRY. OR- 
DERED TO  BE  PRINTED,  22d  JANUARY, 
1806*. 

purchases  of  hemp,masts,and  fir  tim- 
ber, on  commission,  by  mr.  andrew 
lindegren,  for  the  service  of  his 

%  majesty's  navy;  from  1795  to  1799. 
—  transfer  of  contracts .-— and 
also,  observations,  by  way  of  sup- 
plement to  the  first  report  of  the 
commissioners  of  naval  enquiry, 
ox  the  memorial  of  the  principal 
officers  and  commissioners  of  iji8 
majesty's  navy,  in  answer  to  that 

REPORT. 

The  Twelfth  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
*  appointed  by  an  act  of  the  43d  Year  of 
.  His  Majesty's  Reign,  intituled, — "  An 
4*  Act  for  appointing  Commissioners  to 
"  enquire  and  examine  into  any  Irregu- 
Mi  larities,  Frauds,  ©r  Abuses,  which  are 
M  or  have  been  practised  by  Persons 
44  employed  in  the  several  Naval  De- 
*'  partments  therein  mentioned,  and  in 
4<  the  Business  of  Prize  Agency,  and  to 
**  report  such  Observations  as  shall  occur 
"  to  them  for  preventing  such  Irregu- 
*"  larities,  Frauds,  and  Abuses,  and  for 
••  the  better  conducting  and  managing 
**  the  Business  of  the  said  Departments, 

44  and  of  Prize  Agency,  in  future ;"  con- 
tinued aud  amended  by  an  Act  of  the 

45  th  year  of  the  present  King,  chapter 
the  46'th. 

ftXRCUASES  OF  HEMP,  MASTS,  AND  FIR 
TIMBER,  ON  COMMISSION,  BY  MR.  AN- 
DREW  LINDEOREN,    FOR   THE   SERVICE 

or  His  majesty's  navy;  from  1795 

to  1799- 

IN  our  Ninth  Report  on  the  subject 
of  the  receipt  and  issue  of  stores  in  his 
majesty's  Dock  Yard  at  Plymouth,  we 
stated,  (see  vol.  III.  p.  1120)  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  evidence  of  the  clerk  of  the 
rope  yard  and  master  rope-maker*  that 
much  of  the  Hemp  delivered  there  by  per- 
tons  employed  by  the  navy  board,  during 


the  late  war,  to  purchase  that  article  on 
commission,  was  damaged,  and  of  so  infe- 
rior a  quality,  that  it  would  not  have  been 
received  from  contractors.  The  evidence 
on  which  this  assertion  was  made,1  is  con- 
tained in  the  Appendix  to  that  report ;  and 
we  fouud  this  opinion  of  the  officers  was 
communicated  to  the  navy  board  in  their 
official  reports  upon  the  quality  of  the 
Hemp  at  the  time  of  its  receipt. — As  the 
measure  of  obtaining  Naval  Stores  by  means 
of  commission-agents  appeared  liable  to 
abuse,  which,  from  the  evidence  and  re- 
ports of  the  officers,  there  was  reason  to 
believe  had  been  practised,  we  were  led  to 
a  minute  investigation  of  this  business. 
The  consideration  of  the  present  subject 
naturally  divides  itself  into  two  parts,  name- 
ly, the  advantage  of  the  measure  itself, 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  exe- 
cuted. The  great  objections  to  the  procur- 
ring  of  Naval  Stores  by  means  of  commis- 
sion agents,  are,  the  want  of  that  active 
and  vigilant  super  in  tendance  which  nothing 
but  self-interest  will  in  general  excite,  ao4 
the  necessity  of  placing  much  confidence 
in  the  agents  employed.  The  accounts  of 
such  transactions  must  be  voluminous  and 
intricate,  and  require  for  their  accurate  set- 
tlement a  particular  knowledge  of  mercan- 
tile affairs,  which  is  not  called  for  in  the 
common  routine  of  public  business;  whereas 
the  accounts  attending  the  payment  for 
articles  supplied  by  contract,  are  simple, 
and  easily  controlled.-— All  contracts  made 
for  Naval  Stores  provide,  that  the  articles 
shall  be  good,  sound,  merchantable,  well- 
conditioned,  and  in  all  respects  fitting  for 
the  service  of  his  majesty's  navy ;  and  the 
right  of  determining  whether  they  are  so,  is 
with  the  officers  of  the  Dock  Yards;  so 
that  the  public,  provided  the  officers  do 
their  duty,  are  certain  of  receiving  for  the 
prices  at  which  the  contracts  may  be  made, 
such  articles  only  as  are  fit  for  the  service. 
But  when  the  stores  are  purchased  on  com- 
mission, the  public  must  rely  wholly  or 
the  ability  and  integrity  of  the  agent  for 
the  quality  of  the  articles,  which,  being 
paid  for  in  the  foreign  market,  must  of 
course  be  received  on  their  arrival  in  this 
country,  whether  fit  or  unfit  for  the  ser- 
vice. The  cost  of  such  as  may  be  fit  is 
consequently  enhanced  by  the  inferior  value 
or  depreciation  of  such  as  may  be  of  bad 
quality,  or  damaged  on  the  voyage.— The 
contracts  with  the  navy  board  are  generally 
made  by  public  advertisement,  and  the 
uwest  tender  is  accepted,  prov.ded  the 
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>.m*     MlancM     :;e   .liter 
nu'itr.  ril.iv  i,M  '.*    .I4lllv  Klv  UiU^KIH.    -r 

•wen  .-nniunwi  tiMoioL.!*  ..err-t^aiy  :rom 
motive*  r.i  ,t&t«  -Alar  ir.a  t  mpeari. 
that  ' r,n»K1i:rH.or)j  -j!  :'.::n  Attire  .e»  to  .is 
adoption  .n  '.hi:  .an  vsir.— On  '..'ir  n:  ii  of 
.Ian.  I7'j5.  tlve  lint  .orn  <il  :he  wrairaitv 
instructed  rlie  ''omotro ller  'it'  '-!"-  '.iavy  to 
Mind  *n  able  -uin  coiiriueR&ul  oersun  to 
Rit!«.  to  purchase  as  much  Hemp  -u.  lie 
could  agree  lor  on  orooe  r  terms ;  which 
instructions  appear  to  hare  u^een  -iivra  in 
consequence  'it'  information  woich  govt, 
hod  received,  that  the  French  wens  buying 
up  large  quantities  of  Hemp  at  that  place. 
His  lordship  appears  to  have  entertained 
hopes,  that  by  this  measure  his  majesty's 
Stores  would  not  only  be  furnished  with 
Hemp  of  a  better  quality,  but  that  the  sup- 
ply of  the  enemy  would  be  forestalled. — 
The  person  selected  by  the  comptroller  of 
the  oavv  tor  the  performance  ot'  this  service, 
was  Mr,  Andrew  Lindegren  of  Portsmouth. 
The  authority  given  lo  him  by  the  comp- 
troller, dated"  the  9th  01  Jan.  1795,  is  not 
in  conformity  with  the  written  instructions  of 
the  nrstlordof  the  admiralty;  but  it  is  stated 
b\  the  comptroller,  that  he  also  received  ver- 
bal directions  from  the  first  lord  of  the  adnii- 
raltv,  and  that  the  instructions  given  by  him 
to  Mr.  Lindegren  were  the  rt.-ult  of  various 
conversations  with  his  lordship.  Mr.  I.m- 
degreo  was  required  by  his  instruction 
to  proceed  without  loss  of  time  to  Riga, 
•iid  authorized  to  purchase  from  3  to  -KVO 
U-'-.s  vi  the  best  Hi'mp  upon  the  itu-st  n-> 
ioti.iE.ie  terms  iu  his  ro»er.     He  was  .:;- 

v--rt  ir.i  sup-'.v   ..;"  R—t  H-lit  ::■--:  .-'  ■■; 
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of  Natal  Enquiry. — Turchatrs  of  Hemp,  Aiatta,  and  Fir  Timfitr. 


t» mii ii ali tin  of  [he  war. — In  detailing 
■■'■■.!■<  :  «..  !■  enquiries,  we  shall,  for 
aake  of  greater  clearness,  speak  of  the 
of  Hemp  and  Masts  separately. 


At  an  early  period  of  our  enquiiy,  we  18- 
■  <i  our  precept  to  the  navy  board  fur" 
r.  Lindegren's  Accounts  of  the  purchase 
Hemp,  together  with  the  vouchers,  and. 
ft  official  statements  marie  of  his  accounts, 
ke  accounts  and  statements  were  in  con- 
gruence transmitted  tons:  but  we  were 
formed  that  some  of  the  vouchers  were 
,  which  it  afterwards  appeared  had 
! turned  lo  Messrs.  Godfrey  Thorn- 
Mi  and  son,  subsequently  to  the  passing 
(the  Kcoonta.  At  the  requisition  of  [he 
ivy  board,  Messrs.  Thorntons  caused 
h  to  be  made  for  the  vouchers,  which 
mostly  discovered,  and  forwarded  to 
but  &s  some  of  the  accounts  current 
•u  the  different  parties  concerned  in 
payment  lor  the  Hemp  could  not  be 
1,  by  whi':h  the  rates  of  exchange  at 
the  bills  were  drawn,  could  have 
aicertained,  we  were  unable  10  give 
accounts  that  complete  revision  which 

wded. 
If.  lindegren  purchased  Hemp  under 
is  from  the  navy  board,  in  the 
s  17.9S,  6,  7,  and  9.  Mr.  Lindegren 
Was  also  eiii|jl«>vtd  in  the  years  1800  and 
1S0[,  to  make  purchases  ot  Hemp,  through 
neutral  merchants,   inconsequence   of  the 

(br  such  purchases  \iei  <;  under  examination 
OV  the  navv  board,  we  did  not  extend  our 
inquiries  lo  tlltee  transactions. — '1  lie  first 
■tale  merit  made  by  the  navy  board  of  Mr. 
LindegreiS's  accounts,  15  ol  the  purchases 
•fleeted  by  him  under  llit-  commission  of 
•be  9th  of  J  an.  1 79-'>.  amounting  10  43<J,93*f. 
Xj.  9d.  By  -,  iriue  of  the  jpeciric  authority 
in  lliat  commission  to  purchase  tram  3  to 
4,000  tuns  of  Riga  Hemp,  Mr.  Lindegren 
fare  based,  and  delivered  at  Ins  majesty's 
J»rde,  4.100  10m  13  cwl.  3  urs.  and  tins. 
The  cost  to  the  public,  upon  an 'average  ot 
It*  whole  quantity,  was  ibl.  U.  3«f.  per 
ton.    .The    tominiibions    charged   on    the 

Erehas-eand  delivery  of  this  Hemp  iinn 
1  majesiv's  yards,  wt'ie  as  follow  ;  a  per 
•UBt.  by  Mr.  i.iurl.n  ren,  on  the  amount  uf 
ft*  first  cost  and  charges  at  Riga  8,549.". 
V  9d.  T«o  an  I  a  halt  percent,  by  Messrs. 
G.  Thornton  and  so::,  on  the  amount  of 
Hw  first  cost,  and  nil  the  charges,  except 
Ut.  Lindegren's  commission  5,344'.  2«.  (id. 
4Wk  commissions  were  in  conformity  to 
Vot,.  Yl.Jpjitndis. 


to  the  agreement*  entered  in 
Lindegren  and  Mensrs.  G.  PI 
bod  ;  but  there  was,    in  addii 

Lindegren's  commisiioo  on  the 
further  charge  on  that  account c 
nmde  in  each  invoice  bv  Messi 
Movisou,  and  co.  of  Riga, 
through  whom  Mr.  Linriegre 
purchases  S,2S-2l.  1 1 1.  [)d.  Th 
these  commissions,  being  17,2 
appearing  lo  us  exorbitant,  wi 
Thomson  Bonar,  Anthony  li 
George  Tood,  esqrs.,  Ruisia 
from  whom  we  obtained  much 
formation  as  to  the  mode  of  cor 
trade  both  in  Russia  and  Ibis 
l'roni  Hie  evidence  of  these  ge 
learned,  that  it  is  the  general  pri 
ga  and  Peters-burgh  for  the  men 
ping  Hemp,  to  charge  a  cotntr 
per  cent,  at  the  former,  and  3 
the  latter  place,  for  their  troub 
the  purchase  and  shipping  the 
that  an  agent  sent  to  thefte  placi 
ploy  a  resident  merchant,  or  mi 
chaws  under  very  great  disad 
With  respect  to  the  rate  of 
usually  charged  by  merchants  it 
try  for  procuiing  Hemp  from 
managing  the  whole  business  at 
importation,  it  was  stated  to 
Bonar  and  Mr.  Brough,  that  the 
mission  charged  in  such  cases 
cent.. and  it  was  further  stated 
nar,  that  his  house  under  the 
of  Thompson  and  Peters,  ha 
Hemp  by  commission  from  the 
m  the  jear  ija-;,  upon  which  tl 
2  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
from  Riga,  and  on  the  duty,  1 
'.  barges  paid  upon  ft  "in  England, 

queoce  of  this  Information,  we 
the  navy  board  for  an  account 
of  commission  granted  to  person 
by  them  lo  puTr/hase  Naval  St 
the  American  Va*.  The  toll 
statement  of  the  purchase*  ol 
marie,  arid  the  rales  of  coinoi 
were  allowed.  Here  follows 
ment,  by  which  it  appeals,  that  i 
IJ78  and  I7«l  the  rate  of  com 
lowed,  both  abroad  and  at  ho 
per  cent.] — It  is  stated  oy  Mr.  £ 
house  had  been  employed  by  the  1 
.luring  the  late  w.-r,  10  purchas 
Riga,  that  he  would  have  cbargt 
rate  ol  commission  as  bad  been  1 
former  partners;  and  by  Mr.  it 
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be  would  have  executed  the  commission  on 
similar  terms.  The  charge  abroad  would 
have  been  2  per  cent,  the  same  as  was  al- 
lowed on  the  purchases  effected  by  Mr. 
Lindegren.—- As  the  rates  of  commission  on 
this  transaction  exceeded  by  51  per  cent. 
what  would  have  been  allowed,  if  the 
Hemp  had  been  procured  by  means  of  es- 
tablished merchants  in  the  Russia  trade, 
agreeably  to  the  former  practice  of  the  na- 
vy board,  we  endeavoured  to  ascertain, 
whether  any  advantages  resulted  from  the 
sending  of  an  agent,  to  compensate  for  this 
additional  ex  pence. — That  the  purchase  of 
the  4000  tons  might  have  been  as  well  ef- 
fected without  the  employment  of  Mr.  Lin- 
degren, is  apparent  from  his  conduct  under 
this  commission.  It  appears  that  oue  of 
the  first  steps  taken  by  bim  after  his  ap- 
pointment was,  to  employ  Mr.  John  Mori- 
son,  a  partner  in  the  house  of  Thorley,  Mo- 
rison,  and  co.,  of  Riga,  under  an  agreement, 
that  he  should  be  allowed  the  same  commis- 
sion as  was  charged  by  other  merchants  of 
the  place.  Mr.  Morison  was  at  that  time 
in  England,  and  was  introduced  to  Mr  Lin- 
degren  by  Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  son, 
with  whom  he  had  been  largely  connected  in 
business  since  the  year  1/88. — Mr.  Mori- 
son  received  directions  from  Mr.  Lindegren 
to  purchase  on  his  account,  for  the  service 
of  the  navy,  from  3  to  4000  tons  of  Hemp, 
and  was  authorized  by  Messrs.  G.  Thornton 
and  son  to  draw  upon  them  for  the  amount ; 
4n  consequence  of  which  he  immediately  set 
out  for  Riga,  and  arrived  there  in  the  lat- 
ter end  of  Feb.  or  beginning  of  March. 
Mr.  Lindegren  did  not  take  his  passsge  in 
the  same  packet,  but  in  the  succeeding  one ; 
he  arrived  at  Hamburgh  on  the"  19th  of 
March,  and  at  Riga  about  the  latter  end  of 
April  or  beginning  of  May,  at  which  time 
Mr.  Morison  bad  purchased  or  contracted 
for  the  whole  or  greater  part  of  the  4000 
tons  of  Hemp,  the  quantity  which  Mr.  Lin- 
degren was  specifically  authorized  to  pur- 
chase by  his  instructions.  It  is  evident,  as 
far  as  regards  this  quantity,  that,  if  the  or- 
der.bad  been  given  in  the  first  instance  to 
Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  son,  and  convey- 
ed by  them  to  Mr.  Morison,  this  Hemp 
might  have  been  obtained  as  advantageous- 
ly, and  without  the  allowance  of  a  commis- 
sion of  5  per  cent,  to  Mr.  Lindegren,  which 
amounted  upon  this  purchase  to  8,549^  3*. 
<)t/.— It  is  hardly  necessary  to  adduce  evi- 
dence in  proof  of  the  assertion,  that  the  em- 
ploying of  an  agent  to  make  considerable  pur- 
iliases  iu  a  foreigu  market,  where  the  articles 


are  usually  procured  by  means  of  the  itsi* 
dent  merchants,  will  be  likely  to  alarm  thai 
market  by  the  appearance  of  an  unusual 
demand,  aud  consequently  to  increase  the 
prices  of  the  articles  which  the  agent  may 
be  authorized  to  purchase.  The  evidence 
of  the  merchant/  whom  we  examined,  is  in 
support  of  that  opinion ;  and  it  »  stated 
by  Mr.  Hallidav,  that  he  believes  the  price 
of  Hemp  was  actually  enhanced  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  Mr.  Lindegren  at  Riga. — It 
seems  the  Comptroller  was  iu  hopes,  as 
Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  son  were  engaged 
confidentially  to  manage  the  transaction  in 
Kngland,  and  as  the  bills  in  payment  for 
the  Hemp,  were  to  be  drawn  upon  them, 
that  Mr.  Lindegren  would  be  considered 
abroad  as  their  agent,  and  not  as  an  agent 
of  govt.  But  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected, 
that  the  real  object  of  Mr.  Lindegren's  jour- 
ney could  be  kept  secret,  or  indeed  that  the 
merchants  at  Riga  could  conceive  that  a 
house  in  London,  with  established  corre- 
spondents abroad,  would  send  an  agent  to 
make  purchases  on  their  account. — It  is  sta- 
ted by  the  Comptroller,  that  the  circum- 
stance which  led  to  the  sending  of  Mr.  Liu- 
degien  to  Riga,  was  the  information  which 
govt,  had  received,  that  the  enemy  were 
taking  measures  to  buy  up  large  quautiuet 
of  Naval  Stores,  to  etfect  which  they  had 
at  that  time  an  agent  at  Riga ;  and  as  it 
was  understood  that  they  had  nearly  ex- 
hausted their  stores  at  Brest,  in  their  endea- 
vours to  tit  out  their  fleet  after  the  action 
of  1st  June  179±?  it  became  a  great  object 
to  interrupt  their  supplies. — We  are-ready 
to  admit  the  importance  of  this  object: 
but  we  do  not  perceive  that  any  advantage 
was  obtained  by  sending  an  agent  abroad, 
beyond  what  might  have  been  expected  from 
the  employment  of  an  established  house  io 
London,  whose  correspondent  at  Riga  might 
have  performed  every  service  which  could 
have  been  required  from  an  agent.— It  is 
likewise  stated  by  the  Comptroller,  that 
considerable  advantage  was  expected  to  be 
derived  from  having  an  agent  on  the  spot 
during  the  shipping  season,  to  give  infor- 
mation of  the  vessels  which  might  load 
with  Naval  Stores  on  account  of  the  French 
govt.  This  service  is  not  mentioned  hi  the 
instructions  which  were  given  to  Mr.  Lro« 
degren  ;  but  directions  on  this  head  were 
communicated  to  him  by  the  Comptroller 
verbally  ;  and  it  appears,  that  Mr.  linde- 
gren did  frequently,  in  the  course  of  1795f 
transmit  lists  of  ships  loading  at  Riga  oa 
account  of  the  enemy ;  but  we  are  of  epi> 


ici  luga  ig  purcnase  iiemp  :  ana,  witu 
tew,  liis  lordship  did  not  impose  any 
ction  us  to  the  extent  of  the  purchases, 
as  the  same  could  be  made  on  proper 
•  The  Comptroller,  in  his  instruc- 
confincd  Mr.  Lindegreu  in  the  first 
ic  e  to  the  purchase  of  from  .*>  to  4,000 
but  gave  him  unlimited  authority  to 
lit  any  supply  ol  Riga  Hemp  from  go- 
France  ;  and,  if  all  other  means  fail* 
e  was  authorized  to  give  an  advance 
the  price  which  the  enemy  might  have 
i  for.— The  best  means,  in  our  judge- 
of  attempting  to  prevent  the  supply 
euemv,  would  have  been  by  buying  up 
!  Hemp  in  the  market,  and  afterwards 
vouring  by  an  advance  of  price,  to  in- 
bose  who  had  purchased  on  account  of 
•ench  govt.,  to  part  with  the  Hemp  in 
hands,  or  contracted  for  by  them.— 
ereforc  appears  to  have  been  ex- 
ly  impolitic  to  impose  a  restriction 
i  extent  of  Mr.  I  jndegreii's  purchases 
t  market,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
lim  such  unlimited  authority  us  to 
roc u ring  of  Hemp  at* an  advanced 
from  the  agents  of  the  French  govt, 
advantage  could  possibly  be  derived 
purchasing  Hemp  out  of  the  hands  of 
rench  agents  at  advanced  prices,  if 
arkct  was  left  open  to  them  to  make 
purchases  at  inferior  prices  ?  and  yet 
tfm  the  system  pursued  ;  and  to  such 
(tent  was  the  inconsistency  carried, 
when    Mr.   Lindegren    informed  the 


on  an  average  ot  tne  whole  q 
6*0/.  19*.  6d.  Of  the  above  qut 
1,200  tons  were  obtained  fr 
Miln  and  Hal  lid  ay  of  Riga,  w 
ployed  to  purchase  Hemp  in  th 
by  Messrs.  Selby  and  co.  of  C 
which  latter  house  appears  tc 
under  authority  from  the  Fn 
Mr.  Halliday  stated  to  us,  thi 
which  induced  his  house  to  pi 
of  the  Hemp,  which  had  bee 
on  account  of  Messrs.  Selby  i 
their  not  being  able  to  obtain 
the  whole  by  confirmed  crediti 
in  consequence,  determined 
Messrs.  Selby  and  co.  only  su 
as  they  had  been  paid  for,  and 
remainder. — It  appears  further 
chase  was  not  managed  by  Mr 
but  by  Mr.  M orison,  and  ths 
tons,  sold  by  Messrs.  Milu  ai 
consisted,  not  merely  of  win 
purchased  on  account  of  Messr 
co.,  but  also  of  some  Hemp  t 
themselves  and  to  their  corres 
Messrs.  Miln  and  Halliday  di 
any  charge  of  commission  in  tl 
and  it  is  stated  by  Mr.  Hallidu 
not  customary  to  make  such  < 
goods  resold  iu  the  country. — 
gren  was  unable  to  name  any  p 
whom  any  part  of  the  remaiuin 
was  procured.  The  invoices, 
all  made  out  by  Messrs.  Thorl 
and  co.,  state  the  Hemp  to  ha\ 
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extend  his  purchases  beyond  the  4,000  tons 
specifically  mentioned  in  his  instructions, 
and  his  conduct  in  this  particular  seems  to 
have  excited  the  jealousy  of  the  uavy  board, 
by  their  directing  him  on  the  8tn  of  July 
179j»  ii' -t  to  purchase  any  more  Hemp  un- 
less it  had  been  previously  purchased  for 
the  enemy,  and  was  actually  shipping  or 
(hipped  on  their  account :  and  on  Mr.  Liu- 
degien's  stating  in  reply,  that  when  he  was 
certain  any  parcel  of  Hemp  was. to  be  sold 
to  the  enein;  ,  and  was  as  surely  to  I>e  ship- 
ped for  France  or  Holland  us  if  it  was  ac- 
tual I)'  en  boird,  he  trusted  the  navy-lxjard 
would  see  the  necessity  of  his  securing  it, 
they  ir.forrjiud   him,    thai  they   hoped   he 
would  adhere  strictly  to  the  geneial  instruc- 
tions he  had  leteived  from  them  on  that 
subject. — Notwithstanding  this  'appearance 
of  suspicion,  and  the  clause  in  Mr.  Lincle- 
gren's  instructions,  by  which  he  was  autho- 
rized to  use  bis  best  endeavours  to  prevent 
any  supply  of  Riga  Hemp  from  going  to 
France,   requited  that  be  should  produce 
proper  vouchers  for  such  a  transaction,  yet 
the  navy. board,  on  passing  his  account,  did 
not  require  any  particular  voui  hers  for  the 
purchases  said   to  be  made  from  French 
agents.     The  commisMons  charged  on  the 
purchase  of  this  quantity  of  Hemp  were, 
2 1   per  cent,  by    Mr.   Lindegren    on    the 
amount  of  the  first  co>t  and  charges  at  Ri- 
ga, 3,583/.  12*.  3d,    1J  per  cent  by  Messrs. 
G.  Thornton  and  son,  on  the  amount  of  the 
first  cost  and  all  the  charges,  except   Mr. 
Lindegren's  commission,    2,0tos/«  13*.  5.J. 
2,  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  purchase, 
at  Riga  charged  in  each  invoice  by  Messrs. 
Thorley,  Morton  and  co.  on  such  part  as 
was  not  procured   from   Messrs.  Miln   aud 
Ilalliday,  1,8267.8*.  lOd.     These  rates  of 
commission  are  considerably  less  than  those 
authorized  by  the  origiual  agreements  with. 
Mr.  Lindegren    and   Messrs.  G.  Thornton" 
and  son,  and  which  were  allowed  on  the 
purchase  of  the  4,000  tons  ;  but  they  are. 
still  considerably  greater  than  would  have 
been  charged  by  the  first  houses  in  the  Rus- 
sia trade  for  the  performance  of  the  same 
business — The  rates  of  commission  to  Mr. 
Lindegren  and  Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and 
son  were,  in  the  first  instance,  fixed  by  the 
comptroller  of  the  navy,  and  were  after- 
wards reduced  to  the   rates  last  specified, 
by  the  navy  board,  upon  the  circumstances 
of  Mr.  Lindegren's  employment  being  com- 
municated to  them. — Various  reasous  are 
assigned  by  the  comptroller  for  such  parts 


sively  by  himsei 
on  Mr.  Lindegr 
of  business  in  « 
been  engaged,  f 
the  contractors  i 
tend  the  deliver 
conceived   him 
ed  with  all  sot 
might  be  an  obji 
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,x]         of  Nazal  Enquiry.— Purcliasu  of  Hemp,  Masft,  and  Fir  Tunici 

jn*iti«s«   could    be  effected   on   terms 

i  advantageous  to  the  public  :  he  says,. 
Mr.   Lindegren.  was  the  person  who 

occurred  lo  hiui;  and  when  lie  found 

ould  undertake  it,  lie  believed  govern- 

.  could  wM  be  better  served.  He  how- 
f tales,    tliut  he  did  not  at   tt.e  time 

'  thai  an  agent,  sent  from  this  country 

ga,  must  employ  a  resident  merchant. 

Fact  bis  purchases  tinder  greutdisad* 

;  j  but  conceived  that  a  person  on 

wight  make  bis  purchases  whereve 

i  it  most  advantageous:  that  he  in 

Mr.  Lindegren  should  himself  buy  the 

p  at  Riga,  and  that  his  commission  of 

r  cent,  should  be  the  only  expense  nt- 

mt  thereon. — The  commission  of  2j  per 

.  which  was  agreed  to  be  given  to  Messrs. 

Thornton  and  son,   for  managing  the 

e  oi  the  business  in  F.nglaud,  was  set- 
between    the  comptroller    and    Mi 

rnton ,  the  allowance  proposed  by  the 

Hrollur  was  1  per  cent.  ;  but,  upon  Mr. 

Utofl'e  objection  to   engage  in   the  bu- 

•  under  a  comtitissiou  of  2  percent. 

rate  was  agreed  to. — The  comptroller 

owledges,    that   at    the  lime  of   his 

:ing  to  allow  this  rate  of  poo 

hi&re.G.  Thornton  and  ion,  hi 

■lad  with  what  hud  been  allowed  by 

■vy  board  to  Messrs.  Thompson,  Pe- 
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,   if  they   would    have   pe 
ne  service  on  term*  more  i 
the  public.— In  June  I7yj. 
ne     necessary   to     advance 
Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  Kui, 
euiuit.uices  of  the  transaction  « 
,ted  by  the  comptroller  t..  tin 
who,   deeming  the  rate*  of  cot 
loMr. Lindegren  and  Mt. 
high,  immediately  reduced 
consented  lu  allow  the  coimu'u 
upon  on  the  purchase  of  the  »] 
tily  of  4,000  tons,  and  m  repaj 
greti  his  travelling  expenses; 
formed  these  parties,  that  ou  i 
made  over  and  above  that  q 
former  would  be  allowed  only 
latter  If  per  cent,  asanequival 
trouble.     No   charge    has   ho 
made  by  Mr.  Lindegren  for  h 
expenses. — In  fixing  these  ralui 
i,  which  together  amount  tc 
navy-buard  were   probabl) 
the   precedent  established  in  tl 
,  as  we  believe  it  was  at  tl 
derstood  by  them,  that  Mr.  Li: 
himself  make  the  purchases  a 
that  no  other  expense  was  to  be 
that  account.     But,  as  we  havi 
served,  Mi.  Lindegren  employ 
Wished  house  at  Riga  for  that  pi 
charged  a  commission  of  2  per 
hai-ge  was  entirely  overlooked  oi 
of  Mr.  Lmdtgren's  account. — '1 
stance  we  discovered  upon  our  e 
of  the  account,  together  with  5. 
curacies,  which  must  have  been 
proper  attention  bad  been  paid 

were  at  considerable  pains  li 
with  whom  this  neglect  originate: 
ther  snme  steps  had  uol  been  t; 
navy  board  to  satisfy  themselves 
rectness  of  the  account,  before 
ted  it  lo  be  passed,  and  author 
■  )uittal  to  a  public  accountant  o 
sum  as  439,0.3+/.  ]».  Qd.— W 
funned,  that  this  account  oj 
d&gren  was  passed  previously 
igement  of  the   navy  board 


t  judgement  of  the 
is  on  which  the  business  might  be  trans- 
i.  without  fully  disclosing  the  object; 
though  the  house  of  Messrs.  Thorn- 
aod  son  be  highly  respectable,  yet 
5  were  others  in  the  Russia  trail'?  wor- 
r>f  trust,  wttaatamld  h.ive  been  prefer- 


when 


1  not 


be  the  particular  duty  of  any 
ihe  iiai^y  board  tocontroul  or  e> 
accounts  ;  that  this  duty  resle 
clerks,  and  that  the  board  actet 
their  statements  of  the  accounts 
ted  by  the  comptroller,  that, 
agreements  with  Mr.  Lindegre 
Thornton,  it  was  his  intention 
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cent. should  have  been  the  extent  of  the  com- 
mission allowed,  both  for  the  purchase  of  the 


Hemp  and  the  performance  of  all  the  busi-  Messrs.  G.  Th 


Bess  relative  thereto ;  and  that  he  knew  no- 
thing of  the  commission  allowed  to   Mr. 
M  orison  .—The  charge  of  2  percent,  by 
Air.  Morison,  on  the  purchase  of  the  4,000 
tons  of  Hemp,  and  on   so  much  of  that 
Stated  to  have  been  obtained  from  agents 
of  the  French  government,  as  was  not  pur- 
chased of  Messrs.  Miln  and  Hallidav.  be- 
lag  made  on  each  invoice,  the  clerk  who 
drew  out  the  abstract  and  statement  of  the 
account  for  the  inspection  of  the  board,  in- 
serted in  the  column  of  first  cost  of  the  ar- 
ticle, the  total  sum  of  each  invoice,  without 
any  specification  of  the  commission  of  2 
per  cent,  which  formed  a  part  of  it,  and 
without  noticing  that  charge  in  the  obser- 
vations which  were  made  by  him  on  the 
account.     Owing  to  this  circumstance,  and 
the  navy  board's  not  having  referred  to  the 
vouchers,  this  charge  of  commission,  which 
amounted  to  5,179/-  Qs.7d.  escaped  notice 
which,  we  conceive,  would  not  have  been 
allowed  in  Mr.  Lindegren's  account,  in  ad- 
dition to  his  commission  of  5  per  cent,  if 
it  had  been  known  at  the  time. — The  ab- 
stract drawn  up  by  the  clerk,  preparatory 
to  making  the  statement  of  this  account, 
appears  to  have  been  taken  from  Messrs. 
G.  Thornton  and  son's  general  account, 
and  not  from  the  vouchers,  nor  even  to 
have  been  compared  with  them,  as  in  either 
of  those  cases  some  errors,  which  had  crept 
into  Mr.  Thornton's  account,  would  have 
been   discovered. — Messrs.  G.   Thornton 
and  son  had  by  mistake  charged  the  freight 
of  4  3hips  at  5  shillings  per  ton  more  than 
had  been  agreed  for  by  the  charterparties, 
which  made  their  charge  exceed  the  sum, 
for  which  they  produced  the  broker's  re- 
ceipt, on  each  ship  as  follows :  Lady  Anna- 
bella,  42/.  3*.  8d. ;  Industry,  43/.  <>.  <jd. ; 
Agenoria,    59/-  3*.  %2d.  ;   Lord    Miltoun, 
49/.  2*.  Od.  amounting  to  193/.  18*.  7d. — 
These  errors   are  certainly   not   of  large 
amount,  but  as  the  means  of  discovering 
them  were  furnished  with  the  account,  they 
serve  to  shew  that  great  neglect  has  pre- 
vailed in  the  examination  of  accounts  ;  for 
had  either  the  charterparties  been  refer- 
red to  for  the  rate,  or  the  brokcr'screceipt 
for  the   amount,  these  errors  must  have 
been   discovered. — We    understand,   that 
the  account  was   required  of  Messrs.  G. 
Thornton  and  son  by  Mr.  Lindegren  in  a 
hurry,   and  in  a  form  different  from  that 
m  which  it  had  originally  been  kept ;  these 
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vy  board,  of  Mr.  1 
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sed  for  the 
ceding  year* 
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bi*  way  to  Riga,  that  by  the  intelligence 
be  bad  received  from  thence,  (here  was  no 
doubt  but  be  could  procure  far  them  from 
I  to  3,000  tons  of  Hemp  of  very  superior 
quality,  upon  reasonable  terms  ;  and  on  the 
2Jlb  be  informed  them  from  Riga,  that,  ac- 
coiding  to  the  then  price  of  Hemp,  and 
the  course  of  exchange  at  that  place,  he 
calculated  it  would  stand  them  at  about 
Sil,  10*.  Or/.  —  In  consequence  of  these 
letters,  the  wavy  board,  under  authority 
from  ttie  tirsl  lord  of  the  admiralty,  di. 
reeled  Mr.  Lindegreu,  on  tbe  2d  of 
Aug.  j  7**0",  to  purchase  on  their  account 
about  2,500  tons  of  Riga  Hemp,  cm  the 
m<»i  reasonable  terms  be  could  ;  they 
repressed  a  hope,  that  it  would  be  lower 
than  the  aum  stated  in  bis  letter,  but  even 
il  tbe  price  should  be  increased,  he  was  to 
wiUc  the  purchase,  provided  the  advance 
wis  not  tnaeriaJ. — Mr.  Lindegren,  in  com- 
ptlauce  with  these  directions,  purchased 
S,*to+  Urns,  lficwt.  2qrs.  1  alba.,  the  cost  of 
which,  upon  au  average  of  tbe  whole  quan- 
tity, including  the  damaged,  was  567.  7s.  Or/. 
Eton. — In  tbe  authority  given  to  Mr. 
degren,  no  mention  is  made  of  the 
commissions  that  were  to  be  allowed  on  this 
transaction  ;  by  the  accounts  however,  we 
fad  the  following  were  charged :  2£  per 
ant.  by  Mr.  Lindegreu  on  tbe  amount  of  the 
first  cost  and  charges  at  Riga,  3,2497.  Ss.  Sd. 
iper  cent,  by  Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  sou, 
on  the  amount  of  the  Brat  cost  and  all  tbe 
charges,  except  Mr.  Luidugren's  commis- 
sion, 2,431/.  1*.  0d.  il  percent,  on  the 
amount  ol  the  purchase  »l  Riga,  charged  in 
each  invoice,  by  Messrs.  Thorlc-y,  Morison, 
and  co.  2,544/.'  12s.  7t!.— The  whole  of  this 
Hemp  wiis  purchased'  by  Messrs.  ThoHey, 
Morison  and  co.  for  Mr.  lindegreu,  and 
the  commission  charged  by  them  was  over- 
looked by  the  navy  board,  as  in  the  former 
case,  from  the  cleik  who  drew  up  the  ab- 
stract and  statement  having  inserted  the  lo- 
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wed,  that  c 

n  the  first  establislimein  of  that 

committee  they  confined  themselves  in 
investigation  ol  accounts  to  tiie  statements 
drawn  out  by  the  dirks,  and  the  nice 
Minces  which  they  brought  to  the  nolle 
tbecomnuliee. — Ry  this  neglect  we  can 
b(U consider  that  the  public  sustained  a  h 
equal  in  aruouut  tu  the  cvmmussiou  charged 


by  Messrs.  Thorley,  Morison,  am 
ug2,544/.  12*.7</-:  tor,  if  it  had  ; 
covered  by  the  navy  board  that 
chase  was  actually  made  by  Mesa 
ley,  Morison,  and  co.,  and  not  by 
n,  as  they  appear  to  have  < 
his  being  on  the  spot,  tbe 
liaidly  have  made  the  latter  so  htr 
lowance  as  3,249'-  Sj.  5d.  merely 
ing  their  orders  to  Messrs. 
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The  Third  Statement  made  by 
board  of  Mr.  Liiidegren'a  account 
purcliase  of  Hemp,  is  for  that  pro 
in  1797,  amounting  to  180,9 
-In  contequence  of  intelligent 
govt,  had  received,  that  the  euet 
making  large  purchases  uf  Naval  1 
Riga,  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty 
1/tb  of  Jan.  1797,  authorized  thi 
troller  of  the  navy  to  employ  a  pri 
ilidetitial  person  to  write  mimed 
bis  correspondent  at  Riga,  to  pti 
>v  3,(J0u  tons  of  Hemp.  Tbe  con 
iccordingly  issued  directions  to  Mi 
gren,  on  tbe  20th  pf  that  month, 
ering  him  to  purchase  or  cause  to  be 
sed  without  delay,  a  quantity  of  I 
Riga  Hemp,  of  the  bfwll  of  dial 
former  year,  not  exceeding  3000  it. 
ided  the  price  should  not  exceed 
;n  in  tbe  former  year,  tiamely, 
j  24  rix  dollars  per  ship-pound 
ihe  price  should  exceed  25  iix  dol 
was  thi-ii  not  to  purcliase   more  tb. 
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this 


tlie 


agreed,  that  Mr.  Lindegreu  should 
d  i\  per  cent,  commission  on 
e  at  Riga,  and  that  Messrs.  G. 
und  son  should  be  allowed  1 J  ji 
lor  negotiating  tbe  business  in  I 
Inch  commissions  were  to  iuclud 
rxpeuse,  except  what  might  attend 
ties,  shipping,  freight,  and  insuranc 
maj.'symds, — Under  this  authority  ] 
degren  procured  3,123  tons.  7cwt.3q 
Out  of  which  the  entire  cargues  of 
were  of  inferior  quality,  and  that 
I  -ad  uf  the  whole  quantity  was  eilhe; 
ged,  or  of  such  bud  quality,  that  ii 
not  been  received  from  contractor! 
price  oi  thii  Hemp,  upon  an  averag 
whole,  bad  and  good  together,  was 
Id.  per  tun.  We  cannot  slate  tb 
which  tbe  good  Hemp  actually  cost  t 
lie,  as  it  is  impossible  now  lo  furnii 
mate' of  the  value  of  such  part  as  ■ 
in  aged,  or  of  inferior  quality,— Riga 
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generally  bears  a  bigber  price  in  this  coun- 
try than  Petersburg   Hemp,  and  it  deem- 
ed of  a  bitter  quality;   which  is  said  to 
arise  from  more  attention  being  paid  to 
the  breaking  of  it  at  the  former  place  ;  and 
Riga  Hemp  is  on  that  account  generally 
msed  in  the  manufacture  of  cables,  and  the 
more  important  parts  of  a  ship's  rigging. 
But  the  greater  part  of  the  Hemp  received 
this  year  at  Plymouth,  under  the  commis- 
sion granted  to  Mr.  Lindegren,  was  repor- 
ted by  the  officers  to  be  of  such  inferior 
quality,  that  they  proposed  to  the  navy 
board  to  work  it  up  into*  common  cordage, 
and  to  use  the  Petersburgh  Hemp  received 
in  the  former  year  for  tine  yatn,  as  its  qua* 
lity  was  much  superior:    A  proposition  to 
the  same  effect  was  made  with  respect  to 
One  cargo  by  the  officers  of  C Latham  yard.— ■ 
We  find  that  the  navy  board,  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  letter  from  the  officers  of  Ply- 
mouth yard,  dated  the  28th  of  Oc{.  1797, 
complaining  of  the  bad  quality  of  the  Hemp 
received  from  the  John  and  Isabella,  and 
James,  transmitted  a  copy  thereof  to  Mr. 
Lindegren  on  the  30th  of  that  month,  and 
desired  him  to  inform  them,  to  what  cir- 
cumstances it  was  owing  that  this  Hemp 
was  of  such  an  inferior  quality.     It  does 
not  appear  that  Mr.  Lindegisn  returned 
any  answer  to  this  letter.     Upon  receipt  of 
a  complaint  from  the  officers  of  1'ortsmduth 
yard,  on  the  14th  of  Nov.  1797,  that  the 
cargo  of  the  supply  was  of  an  inferior  qua- 
lity, a  great  deal  of  it  very  weak  and  ten- 
*  der,  and  much  impaired  from  the  heat  it 
bad  sustained  on  board  the  ship,'  and  from 
having  been  packed  in  too  moist  a  state/ 
the  navy  board  merely  transmitted  a  copy 
of  the  report~to  Mr;  Lindegren  on  the  18th 
of  Nov.,  and  on  the  21st  of  the  same  month 
they  acquainted  him,  that  the  cargo  of  the 
Agenoria,  on  delivery  at  Plymouth,   had 
turned  out  as  follows : — 213  tons.  ro*  cwt. 
3  qrs.  11  lbs,  good.  15  tons.  4  cwt.  2  qrs. 
12  lbs.  dry  damaged.  6  tons.  9  cwt.  3  qrs. 
SI  lbs.  wet  damaged.    To  these  two  letters 
11  r.  Lindegren  returned  an  answer 'oh  the 
*27th,  in  which  he  stated,  that  every  cargo 
•  of  Hemp  shipped  on  his  account  at  Riga 
was  accompanied  with  a  certificate' from 
the  town,  that  the  same  was  of  the  first 
-quality  called  Rhein,  and  that  he  believed 
%  if  the  -ships  bad  been  fortunate  iu  their  pas- 
sages and  had  arrived  in  due  time,  their 
cargoes  would  have  been  delivered  in  good 
condition,  and  preservation.—Mr.  Linde- 
gren here  acquits  himself  of  all  respon- 
sibility Jjy  tfce  production  of  the  ceftin- 


cates  procured  at  Riga,  and  delivered  a| 
the  dock  yards,  and  accounts  for  the  btd»- 
nets  Of  the  quality  by  the  length  of  the 
voyage.     We  must  here  refer  to  the  quality 
of  the   Hemp  as  reported  by  the  officers, 
and  observe,   that  to  whatever  cause  the 
badness  of  it  might  have  been  owing,  none 
but  such  as  was  good '  and  fit  for  the  ser- 
vice would  have  been  received  from  a  coo- 
tractor.— The  different  commissions  charged 
and  allowed  in  Mr.  Lindegren's  account* 
for  the  purchase  of  this  Hemp  >are  tbt 
same  as  in  the  last  account ;  namely  2$  per 
cent,  by  Mr.  Lindegren ,  on  the  amount  of 
the  first  cost  and  charges  at  Riga,  3,550/, 
1 8*.  2/. ;    1 J    per  cent,   by   Messrs.  6* 
Thornton  and  son,  on  the'  amount  of  the 
first  cost  and  all  the  charges,  except  Mr, 
Lindegren's  commission,  ?,6'£i/.  3s.  $4.; 
2  per  cent,  oh  the  amount  of  the  purchase  . 
at  Riga,  charged  in  each  invoice,  by  Messrs, 
Tborley,  and  co.  2,779f  12"?>.  10d.— The 
latter  charge  of  commission  is  certainly 
not  .warranted  bv  the  instructions  of' the  • 
comptroller,  which  provided,  that  the  conn 
missions  of  %\  per  cent,  to  Mr.  Linde'greo 
and  J  J  per  cent,  to  Messrs.  G.  Thornton 
and  son,  should  include  every  expence, 
except  what  might  attend  the  duties,  ship4 
ping,  freight,  and  insurance;  and  the  Comp- 
troller states,  that  although' be  left  it  at 
Mr.  Lindegren's  Option;  whether  he  sho'oW 
go  abroad  or  not,  yet  he  expected  he  would, 
and  Understood  from  Mr.  Lindegren  that 
he  meant  to  do  so:  he  did  not  howeter, 
intend  that  a  further  commission  of  2  per 
cent,  should  be  allowed  to  a  merchant,  for 
transacting^ the  business  at  Riga:  and 'be 
states  it  to  have  been  the  duty  of  the  com- 
mittee of  accounts  to  have  prevented  suck 
further  charge  of  commission.-^ This  ac- 
count was  passed  by  the  committee  ii 
March  1798,  and  it  is  stated  by  Mr.  Gam- 
bier,  that  it  was  examined  and  compared 
with  the  official  statement  by  the  memben 
of  the  committee  themselves,  so'  as  to  satis- 
fy them,  that  the  account  was  correct    It 
may  therefore  seem  surprizing,  that  the 
charge  of  commission  by  Messrs.  Thorlej 
and  cb.  Should  have  been  allowed';  the 
amount  of  which  was  2,7791*   12*.  iOrf.— 
Notwithstanding  the  minute  examinatios 
which  Mr.  Gammer  represents  the  account! 
to  have  undergone,  nearly  from*  the  time 
of  the  establishment  of  the  committee  of 
accounts,  both  by  the  clerks  in  the  office 
for  bills  and  accounts,  and  by  the  memben 
of  the  committee  themselves,  yet  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  examination  of  this  accouat 
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was  closed  without  the  charge  of  commis- 
sion by  Messrs.  Thorley  and  co.  having 
been    discovered. — The    committee    had 
about  this  time  under  examination  the  ac- 
count of  Mr.  Lindegren  for  the  purchase  of 
Masts  in  1797,  and  in  the  course  of  that 
examination,  it  was  discovered,  that  the 
invoices  contained  a  charge  of  commission 
by  Messrs.  Thorley  and  co.,  at  the  rate  of 
4  per  cent. — In  consequence  of  this  disco- 
very, the  committee  on  the  7th  of  Aug. 
1798,   submitted  to  the*  board  at  large, 
Whether  the  business  for  which  Messrs. 
Thorley,  Morison,  and  co.  charged  a  com- 
mission of  4  per  cent.  "  should  be  consi- 
'*  dered  as  Mr.  Liudegren's  own  business, 
"  for  which  he  was  to  be  allowed  a  conunis- 
*'  sion  of  2i  per  cent,  or  whether  he  was 
"  permitted   by  the  board  to  employ  an 
•'  agent  at  Riga  for  that  purpose  ?"     On 
the  same  day  the  board  determined,  "that 
••  the  charge  by  Messrs.  Thorley  and  co., 
"  for  commission  on  the  purchase  of  the 
•*  Masts  at  Riga,  was  proper  ;  as  Mr.  Lin- 
'*  degren,  from  being  detained  here  by  or- 
*4  der  of  the  board  for  the  purpose  of  pas- 
**  sing  his  accounts,  was  allowed  to  employ 
**  an,  agent  at  Riga,  for  the  purchase  in 
•'  question." — The  committee,  after  this, 
referring  to  Mr.  Lindegren's  account  for  the 
purchase  of  Hemp  in  1797,  and  finding  a 
charge  of  commission  by  Messrs.  Thorley, 
and  co.  on  that  transaction,  also  made  a 
reference  tothe  board  at  large  on  that  sub- 
ject  on   the    10th   of  Aug.  1798. — They 
stated  to  the  board,  that,  on  a  re-exami- 
nation  of  -Mr.   Lindegren's    account   for 
Hemp  purchased  at  Riga  in  1797*  previous 
to  the  final  issue  of  the  bill  towards  clear- 
ing his  imprest,  they  found  they  had  over- 
looked a  charge  of  2-per-cent.  commission 
by  Messrs.  Thorley,  and  co.  at  Riga,  in- 
serted in  the  invoices,  which  in  the"  office 
statement  had  been  comprised  under  the 
head  of  cost  at  Riga;  that  as  this  charge 
had  been  incurred  by  reason  of  Mr.  Linde- 
gren's detention  in  England   for  settling 
bis  former  accounts,   in  the  same  manner 
that  the  '4-per-cent.  commission  was  in- 
curred on  the  Masts  purchased  at  Riga  by 
Messrs.  Thorley,  and  co.  which  the  board 
by  their  resolution  of  the  7th  inst.  had 
thought  proper  to  allow,   they  submitted 
to  the  board,  whether  the  charge  in   ques 
tion  was  to  be  allowed. — On  the  same  da\ 
the  board  determined,  That  the  commission 
of  2  per  cent,   to    Messrs.  Thorley,    and 
co.  on  the  purchase  of  Hemp  in  1797,  wa< 
to   be  allowed  for  the  same  reasons   at 
Voju  VL  Appendix. 


stated  in  their  minute  of  the  7th  of  that 
month,  for  allowing  the  commission  upon 
the  purchase  of  the  Masts. — The  reasons 
stated  by  the  navy  board,  in  their  minute, 
are  not  satisfactory.  If  Mr.  Lindegren 
was  required  to  remain  in  England  for  the 
purpose  of  passing  his  accounts,  and  was 
allowed  to  employ  an  agent  to  make  the 
purchases  in  1797,  it  was  proper  that  the 
commission  charged  by  Messrs.  Thorley, 
and  co.  who  actually  made  the  purchases 
should  be  allowed  ;  but  under  these  cir- 
stances,  if  Mr.  Lindegren  was  to  be  allow- 
ed a  commission,  it  ought  certainly  to  have 
been  a  very  small  one.  If  all  the  business 
abroad  was  to  lie  managed  by  an  establish- 
ed house  at  Riga,  and  all  the  business  at 
home  was  to  be  performed  by  Messrs,  G. 
Thornton  and  son,  what  part  of  the  trans- 
action was  left  to  the  management  of  Mr. 
Lindegren,  to  justify  an  allowance  to  him 
of  2 |  per  cent.  ? — Mr.  Lindegren  himself 
admits,  that  merely  writing  the  letter  to 
Messrs.  Thorley  and  company,  ordering  the 
Hemp,  was  all  the  service  he  performed  for 
the  sum  of  3,550/.  1 8*.  2d.  the  amount  of 
his  commission  on  this  transaction.— With 
respect  to  the  statement  of  the  navy  board, 
that  Mr.  Lindegren  was  required  by  them  to 
remain  in  England  for  the  purpose  of  passing 
his  accounts,  we  were  informed  by  them, 
that  there  was  no  trace  in  their  office  of 
any  written  order  to  Mr.  Lindegren  to  that 
effect,  or  of  any  authority  to  him  to  em- 
ploy an  agent  at  Riga;  and  Mr.  Lindegren, 
the  party  on  whom,  it  is  natural  to  suppose, 
these  circumstances  would  have  made  the 
strongest  impression,  has  no  distinct  recol- 
lection of  any  directions  being  given  to 
him  by  the  navy  board  to  remain  in  England 
iu  17^7,  and  does  not  believe  that  he  had 
any  authority  from  them  to  employ  an 
agent. — We  cannot  dismiss  this  subject 
without  noticing  the  letter  which  was  writ- 
ten by  the  navy  board  to  Mr.  Lindegren,  on 
their  discovering  that  a  commission  was 
charged  by  Messrs.  Thorley,  and  co.,  for 
providing  the  articles.  Instead  of  calling 
upon  him  for  an  explanation  on  this  point, 
they  furnish  him  with  an  excuse  ;  for  alter 
mentioning  the  circumstance,  they  state, 
;*  We  conclude  that  your  detention  here, 
"  for  the  purpose  of  passing  your  accounts, 
*'  has  been  the  cause  of  your  employing 
"  the  before-mentioned  factors  for  effecting 
"  these  purchases;  but  we  cannot  but  ob- 
serve to  you,  that  we  think  it  a  duty  you 
owed  the  public  to  have  apprized  us  of 
( the  additional  expense  that  was  to  be  in- 
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*'  curred  by  such  detention,  and  you  being 
44  consequently  obliged  to  depute  others  to 
"  do  tli at  part  of  the  business  at  Riga, 
•'  which  otherwise  would  have  been  perfor- 
**  med  by  you." — It  dues  not  appear  that 
Mr.  Lindegren  returned  any  answer  to  this 
letter ;  probably  he  felt  that  he  could  not 
adopt  this  excuse  ;  for  it  must  have  occur- 
red to  him,  that  the  same  commission  had 
been  charged  by  Messrs.  Thorley,  and  co., 
under  his  agreement  with  them  in  the  years 
1795  and  6  ;  when  he  was  actually  at  Riga. 
-*-ll  seems  extraordinary  that  the  discove- 
ry  of  this  charge  for  commission  in  1797 1 
did  not  lead  the  navy  board,  to  look  back 
to  the  accounts  for  1/^5  and  17yo",  from 
which  they  would  have  perceived,  that  the 
reason  suggested  by  them  for  this  charge 
in  175)7,  was  unfounded.  As  the  reason 
for  allowing  this  charge  in  1797  could  not 
apply  to  the  years  17$)->  *«»d  17!H>,  when 
Mr.  Lindegren  was  actually  at  Riga,  we 
applied  to  the  navy  board,  to  know  upon 
what  ground  they  had  allowed  such  charge 
in  those  years.  In  their  answer,  they  al- 
low that  the  charge  was  unknown  to  them 
at  the  time  of  passing  their  accounts,  owing 
to  their  having  relied  on  the  official  state- 
ments, and  their  not  having  referred  to  the 
vouchers  ;  but  they  insist  that  this  neglect 
has  not  been  productive  of  loss  to  the  pub- 
lic, as  there  existed  a  necessity  for  Jlr. 
Liudegren's  employing  an  agent,  "  or  he 
"  would  have  paid  from  10  to  12  per  cent. 
"  at  least  more  than  by  employing  an  agent, 
"  and  paying  him  the  regulated  commis- 
"  sion  ;"  therefore,  they  say,  their  having 
passed  over  this  charge  in  the  accounts  for 
l/<)5  and  175)0,  "  is  perfectly  immaterial 
"  in  respect  of  the  point,  whether  it  was  to 
"  be  allowed  or  not." — This  position  we. 
cannot  assent  to  ;  for,  if  the  first  account  in 
J  7 95  had  been  examined  with  proper  atten- 
tion, the  charge  of  commission  would  have 
been  discovered  ;  the  navy  board  would  pro- 
bably have  then  become  acquainted  with  the 
necessity  for  Mr.  Lindcgreu's  employing  an 
agent,  which,  they  state,  they  were  igno- 
rant of  at  the  time  of  allowing  the  charge 
on  this  account  in  1797  ;  and  it  is  fair  to 
presume,  that,  after  17i)5»  a  stop  would 
have  been  put  to  the  unnecessary  expense 
incurred  by  the  employment  of  Mr.  Linde- 
pv  n. — The  navy  board  did  not,  till  the  year 
1 7 1/7,  resort  to  the  mode  of  obtaining 
linnp  by  commission  from  Petersburgh  ; 
en  which  occasion  they  employed  Mr. 
Cornwall  Suialley,  a  partner  in  the  house 
oi  'i  iiurntous  and  Smaliey.  The  commis- 
si 
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for  1,000  tons  of  that  article,  at  47/.  10*. 
per  ton,  with  the  usual  war  additions  of 
\L  10*.  per  ton  at  Portsmouth,  and  2/.  per 
ton  at  Plymouth ;  it  therefore  appears  that 
this  Hemp,  of  which  none  could  be  recei- 
ved according  to  the  conditions  of  the  con- 
tract, but  such  as  was  of  good  quality,  and 
fit  for  his  maj.'s  service,  cost  the  public,  up- 
on an  average,  48/.  7*.  6d.  per  ton,  where- 
as that  provided  by  Mr.  Lindegren,  upon 
an  average  of  the  whole  quautity,  cost  52/. 
6*.  6d.9  notwithstanding  one-fourth  of  it 
was  damaged,  or  of  such  quality  as  would 
not  have  been  received  from  contractors. — 
The.order  given  by  the  comptroller  to  Mr. 
Lindegren  to  effect  this  purchase,  differs 
eisentially  from  the  orders  in  the  former 
years  :  Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  son  were 
no  longer  nominated  to  transact  the  busi- 
ness in  Knglaud,  but  it  was  stipulated  with 
Mr.  Lindegren,  that  the  rate  of  commission 
should  not  exceed  4  percent,  for  himself  and 
agents. — ?Mr.  Lindegren  employed  Messrs. 
Thorley  and  co.  to  make  the  purchases 
at  Riga  under  this  order,  who  charged,  as 
usual,  a  commission  of  2  per  cent,  upon  the 
amount  of  each  invoice,  and  Mr.  Linde- 
gren charged  a  further  commission  of  2 
per  cent,  upon  the  first  cost  of  the  Hemp, 
and  the  expences  attending  its  importation 
and  delivery  at  the  Dock  Yards. — Thus  at 
length,  a  stop  was  put  to  the  extravagance 
in  the  amount  of  the  commissions :  Mr. 
Lindegren  indeed  was  still  continued  to  be 
employed,  but  the  public  were  only  at  the 
same  ex  pence  of  commission  as  was  actual- 
ly incurred  on  the  purchases  made  at  Peters-' 
burgh  by  Mr.  Smalley,  and  would  have 
been  incurred  by  the  employment  of  esta- 
blished houses  in  the  Russia  trade  in  ob- 
taining Hemp  from  Riga. 

•  / 

PURCHASES    OF  MASTS,    FIR  TIMBER,    &C. 

The  first  lord  ot.the  admiralty,  in  his  let- 
ter to  the  comptroller  of  the  navy  of  the 
6th  of  Jan.  1795,  authorizing  him  to  send 
an  able  and  confidential  person  to  Riga  to 
purchase  Hemp,  is  silent  as  to  the  purchase 
of  Masts  ;  but  the  comptroller  states  in  his 
evidence,  that  he  had  verbal  directions  from 
bis  lordship  for  that  purpose,  lie  there- 
fore, in  his  instructions  to  Mr.  Lindegren, 
directed  him,  iu  case  he  shoul'd  meet  with 
any  Masts  at  Riga  of  the  size  of  20  inches 
and  upwards,  which  he  should  have  reason 
to  believe  were  going  to  the  enemy,  to  en- 
deavour to  prevent  their  receiving  such  sup- 
ply by  any  means  that  might  occur  to  him  ; 
and  in  case  he  should  uot  be  able  to  obtain 


the  Masts  by  the  superiority  of  the  credit 
of  this  country,  he  was  authorized  to  give 
an  advance  upon  the  price  which  the  ene- 
my might  have  agreed  for. — By  his  maj.'s 
order  in  council  of  the  8th  of  June  17iH), 
the  comptroller  of  the  navy  is  directed  to 
execute  certain  services  of  a  secret  nature, 
under  the  authority  of  the  first  lord  of  the 
admiralty,   and   after  such   services   shall 
ha-ve  been  performed,  he  is  required  to  lay 
the  orders  and   his  proceedings  in  conse- 
quence, before  the  board  for  their  concur- 
rence.    To  enable  the  board  to  judge,  as 
they  are  directed  to  do,  of  the  conduct  of 
the  comptroller,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
orders  under  which  he  has  acted  should  be 
in  writing.  The  directions  given  by  the  first 
lord  of  the  admiralty  for  the  purchase  of 
Hemp  were  in  that  manner  communicated 
to  the  comptroller,  and  we  think  the  same 
rule  should  have  been  observed  with  re- 
spect to  the  procuring  of  Masts.  Measures 
may  be  concerted  in  conferences  between 
the  principal  officers  of  a  department,  but 
they  should  in  all  cases  be  carried  into 
execution  under  the  warrant  of  the  proper 
authority. — Mr.  Lindegren,  in  his  letters 
from  Hamburgh  and  Riga,  dated  11th  of 
April  and  2d  of  May  1795,  stated  to  the 
comptroller,  that  all  the  Masts  of  20  inches 
and  upwards,  then  at  Riga,  and  expected 
there  in  the  course  of  that  and  the  follow- 
ing year,  had  been  bought  up  for  the  French 
govt. ;  but  that  he  had  deprived  them  of 
at  least  5  or  600  of  the  above  dimensions, 
which  were  ready  for  shipping  at  Riga,  and 
which  they  had  relied  on  for  the  supply  of 
their  fleet.— Various  communications  were" 
made  by  Mr.  Lindegren  to  the  comptroller 
on  the  subject  of  the  Masts  which  had 
been  bought  up  for  the  French  govt. ;  and 
the  navy,  board,  in  their  letter  of  the  8th 
of  July,  informed  him,  that  they  thought 
it  a  desirable  object  to  obtain  them,  pro- 
vided they  could  be  had  on  terms  not  ex- 
orbitant.— Mr.  Lindegren,  in  his  letter  to 
the  comptroller  of  the  18th  of  July  17p5, 
stated,  that  he  had  so  far  prevailed  on  the 
French  agent  as  to    have  obtained   from 
him  the  terms  on  which  he  was  willing  to 
part  with  between  3  and  400  of  the  largest 
and  finest  sticks  he  had  at  Riga  of  from  20 
to  25  inches  in  diameter,  together  with  his 
original  contracts  for  ail  the  Masts  of  the 
next  year,  to  the  number  of  about  2000. 
Mr.  Lindegren  however  stated,   that  his 
demands  were  too  high,  but  that  he  hoped 
they  would  be  lowered.  This  letter  appc-an 
to  have  been  transmitted-  to  the  first  lord 
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of  the  admiralty,  who  by  a  minute  written 
at  the  loot  of  it,  dated  the  1 1  th   of  Aug. 
M79S  desired  the  navy  board  to  authorize 
Mr.  Lindegren  to  conclude  a  bargain  for 
the  Masts  on  the  most  reasonable  terms 
he  could.     The  navy  board,  on  the  same 
day,  gave  Mr.  Lindegren  such  authority, 
and  btated,  they  trusted  to  his  ability  and 
integrity  in  the  execution  of  a  transaction 
of  such  magnitude,  that  he  would  not  enter 
into  any  terms  tor  the  final  purchase  be- 
yond what  it  might  be  proper  for  them  to 
accede  to,   for  obtaining  the   object  they 
had   in  view.     They  also  stated,    that  ii 
would  have  been   more  satisfactory  if  he 
had  mentioned   the   trrms  of  the  French 
agent;  and  directed  him,   iu   the   further 
probecution  of  the  business  he  was  em- 
ployed upon,  always  to  state  the  terms  that 
iiihihl  be  offered  to  him. — On  the  (nh  oi 
Sept.  1795,  Mr.  Lindegren,  by  letter  from 
higa,   informed   the  comptroller,  that  he 
Lad  that  day  settled  with  the  French  agent 
upon  such  terms  as  he  felt  convinced,  in 
■    the  then  situation  of  affairs,  would  prove 
highly  satisfactory,  for  ail  his  Masts,  con- 
sisting of  4  or  possibly  500  remarkably 
fine  sticks,  or  from  20  to  25  palms,  which 
were  upon  the  spot,  and  of  about  2,300 
which  he  had  contracted  for  to  be  deliver- 
ed in  the  next  year.     Mr.  Lindegren  stated 
the  prices  of  the  Masts  of  different  sizes  on 
their  delivery  at  Riga  as  near  as  he  could 
calculate  them,  according  to  the  then  rate 
of  exchange,  exclusive  of  all  charges ;  and 
informed  the  comptroller,  that  they  would 
cost  more  than  the  last  Mast*  the  navy  board 
had  contracted  for,  which  he  said  was  un- 
avoidable, as  the  French  agent  would  not 
make  them  over  to  him  without  a  handsome 
advance  upon  the  prices  he  was  to  receive 
from  his  employers,  whose  interest  he  had 
sacrificed. — Mr.  Lindegren,  on  the  1st  01 
Feb.  179o,   transmitted  to  the  navy  board 
an  account  of  the  particulars  of  the  Masts 
which  he  had  contracted  for,  and  were  to 
be  delivered   to   him  at  Riga,   if  possible, 
in  the  course  of  the  next  season  ;  he  stated 
that  this  account,  which  made  the  number 
.'J,J)4-.9»  contained  the   whole  of  the  Masts 
the  French  agent  had  bought   up,  and  had 
been  in  treaty  for. — The  Masts  purchased 
by   Mr.    Lindegren  were  imported  in  the 
course  of  the  years  1795,  0?  7,  and  8.     On 
the  first   ship  being  ordered    to  Riiia,   to 
bring  home  the  masts,    Messrs.  G.  Thorn- 
ton  and   son,  on    the  19th  of  June  17j)o, 
wrote  to  the  navy  boa  id,  and  requested  to 
know,  whether  it  was  revisit©  for  them  to 
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afforded ;  and  that,  as  be  wanted  no  emo- 1  the  nature  of  the  goods  that  he  would  pro- 
lament  from  the  goods,  they  were  welcome   pose  for  this  purpose,  and  on  the  26th  of 


to  have  them  at  prime  cost.-— It  does(  not 
appear  that  Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  son 
had  any  communication  with    the  navy 
board  in  consequence  of  this  letter*  Mr.  G. 
Thornton  states,  he  has  no  reason  to  believe 
that  Mr.  Lindegren  had  permission  to  bring 
home  Fir  Timber,  lath  and  firewood,  on 
bis  own  account,   without  paying   freignt 
for  the  same,  or  that  it  was  known  to  any 
member  of  that  board  that  he  imported  such 
articles  in  the  Mast  ships.-— It  appears  that 
Mr.  Lindegren  also  put  Fir-Timber  on  board 
the  4  other  Mast  ships,  loaded  at  Riga  in 
the  course  of  the  year  1795*   which  was 
sold  on  his  account. — Mr.  Lindegren  states 
in  his    evidence   that^  he  did   endeavour, 
without  success,  to  obtain  freight  from  the 
merchants  of  Riga,  to  fill  up   the  vacant 
space  in  these  ships.   His  obvious  duty  un- 
der those  circumstances,  was  to  have  pur- 
chased, on  account  of  govt.,  such  articles  as 
were  actually  necessary  to  stow  the  Masts. 
He  says,  he  cannot  now  state  why  he  did 
not  inform  the  comptroller  on  the  3d  of 
Sept.,  or  in  some  of  his.  subsequent  letters, 
that  he  had  laden  Fir  Timber  on  board  the 
Mast  ships  on  his  own  account.  In  his  let- 
ter to  Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  son,  of  the 
12th  of  Sept.,   he  desires  them,    if   they 
should  suspect  the  navy  board   had  any 
idea  of  receiving  freight,  to  tell   them  it 
could  not  be  afforded  ;  yet,  in  his  evidence 
he  states,  that  he  did  derive  considerable 
profit  from  the  Fir  Timber  and  other  arti- 
cles imported  by  him  in  the  Mast  ships,  in 
1795  and  beginning  of  1796- — We  have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain  how,  or  in  what  man- 
ner, the  circumstance  of  Mr.   Lindegren's 
having  imported  these  articles  in  the  Mast 
ships,  was  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
navy  board  ;  but  by  the  evidence  of  the 
comptroller  and  surveyor  of  the  navy,  and 
of  Mr.  Gambier,  it  appears,  that  in  the 
beginning  of  1796,  the  question  was  discus- 
sed by  the  navy  board,  whether  Mr.  Linde- 
gren should  or  should  not  pay  freight ;  and 
that  it  was  determined  in  the  negative ;  but 
upon,  what  precise  ground  the  board  came 
to  that  determination,  they  do  not  appear  to 
recollect :  nor  is  there  any  minute  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  navy   board    relative 
thereto.— In  1796,  previous  to  the  impor- 
tation of  that  year,  the  navy  board  seem  to 
have  determined,  that  the  articles  necessa- 
ry to  complete  the  loading  of  the  Mast  ships, 
should  be  provided  on  their  account.  They 
wrote  to  Mr.  Lindegren  to  inform  them  of 


April,    they  authorized   him   to  purchase 
2000  loads  of  Riga  Fir  Timber,  and  2370 
Norway  Masts.    These  articles,  it  appears, 
were  not  sufficient  for  the*  intended  purpose. 
Of  44  ships  which  were  employed  in  the 
importation  of  the  Masts  in  1796,  the  ar- 
ticles ordered  by  the  navy  board  for  broken 
stowage  were  sufficient  to  complete  the  load- 
ing  of  only  20.     Mr.  Lindegren  did  not 
communicate  this  circumstance  to  the  navy- 
board,  and  request  their  directions  for  a 
further  provision  of  these  articles  for  the  re- 
maining 24  ships,  but  put  on  board  them 
Fir  Timber,   which  was  sold  on  his  accoumV 
without  any  allowance  for  the  freight  being 
made  to  the  public. — By  the  evidence  of 
the  comptroller  and  Mr.  Gambier,  it  would 
seem  that  the  navy  board  were  not  acquaint- 
ed with  Mr.  Lindegren's  having  imported 
any  articles  in  the  Mast  ships  on  his  private 
account,   after  the  order  of  the  26th  of 
April  1796,  above  alluded  to  ;  but  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  navy  board  must  at  the  time 
have  been  acquainted  with  his  having  done 
so,  as  on  the  13  th  of  Oct.  1786,  they  direc- 
ted the  Portsmouth  officers  not  to  receive 
any  Fir  Timber  or  Norway  Masts  out  of 
the  ships  importing  the  Riga  Masts  purcha- 
sed by  Mr.  Lindegren,  beyond  the  number 
and  quantity  they  were  authorized  to  receive 
in  the  April  preceding,     nor   any  other 
kinds  of  broken  stowage,  without  a  special 
order  for  that  purpose ;  and  on  the  9th  of 
Dec.  following,  the  Portsmouth  officers  re- 
quested the  navy  board's  direction  as  to 
the  disposal  of  50  loads  of  Fir  Timber  de- 
livered at  that  yard,  beyond  the  quantity 
they  were  authorized  to  receive  in  April, 
which   the  navy   board   directed  them  to 
return  to  Mr.  Lindegren. — The  first  state- 
ment  made   by  the   navy  board   of  Mr. 
Lindegren's  accounts  for  the  purchase  of 
Masts,  is  .for  those  imported  in  the  years 
1795  and  96 ;  and  he  was  in  consequence 
discharged  of  the  sum  of  280,023/.  4*.  7d. 
Owing  to  the  reduction  made  by  the  navy 
board  in  the  rate  of  commission  originally 
agreed  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Lindegren,  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  at  a  loss  at  what  rate  to 
charge  his  commission  on  this  transaction ; 
and  it  was  consequently  omitted  in  this  ac- 
count ;  but  it  was  afterwards  agreed  by  the 
navy  board,  that  he  should  be  allowed  6 
per  cent,  upon  such  Masts  as  he  had  procu- 
red before  he  received  their  letter  of  the 
12th  of  June  1795,  and  2i  on  the  remain- 
der ;  and  he  accordingly  took  credit  for  the 
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amount  in  his  subsequent  account  for  17.07. 
—The  different  commissions  allowed  bv  the 
navy  board  on  the  purchase  of  the  Masts, 
Fir  Timber,  &c.  imported  in  1795  and  96* 
were  as  follow :   4  per  cent,  by  Messrs. 
Thorlev  and  co.  on  the  amount  of  the  first 
cost  and  charges  at  Ri£a,  6,26*0/.  1 6*.  2d. ;  5 
percent,  by  Mr.  Lindegren  on  the  amount 
of  the  first  cost  and  charges  at  Riga  (inclu- 
ding Messrs.  Thorley and  co.'s  commission) 
od  5<)8  Masts,  1,389/.  fa.  Orf. ;  and  2$  per 
cent,  on  the  remainder,  3,38'J/.  15*.  10r/. ; 
4*772/.  1*.  lOd. ;  l{  per  cent,  by  Messrs. 
G.  Thornton  and  son   on  the  amount  of 
the  first  cost  and  all   the  charges,  except 
Mr.  Lindegren's commission, 3,754/.  \0s.3d. 
So  much  has  already  been  said  on  the 
subject  of  the  employment  of  Mr.  Linde- 
gren, and  of  the  additional  expence  which 
was  thereby  incurred,  that  we  think  it  un- 
necessary to  say  any  thing  further  here, 
than  that  we  are  of  opinion  no  advantage 
was  gained  that  might  not  have  been  expec- 
ted from  the  employment  of  any  establish- 
ed house  in  the  Russia  trade. — This  account 
was  passed  on  the  20th  of  June  1797*  sub- 
sequent to  the  appointment  of  the  commit- 
tee of  accounts,  but  at  a  time  when,  as  we 
are  informed,  their  examination  of  the  ac. 
counts  was  confined  to  the  consideration 
of  the  circumstances  pointed  out  to  their 
attention  by  the  statements  of  the  accounts 
made  by  the  clerks. — The  commission  char- 
ged by  Messrs.  Thorley  and  co.  was,  as  we 
have  before  observed,  with  respect  to  the 
accounts  for  Hemp  purchased  in  the  years 
1795,  9o\  and  97*  included  in  the  sum  in- 
serted in  the  official  abstract  as  the  prime 
cost  of  the  different  cargoes  :  it  was  conse- 
quently unknown  to  the  board  at  the  time 
of  passing  the  account,  that  this  expeuce 
of  commission,  in  addition  to   what  they 
had   agreed   to   allow    to    Mr.   Lindegren 
on    the   purchase,   had   been   incurred. — 
We  found  upon  examining  and  comparing 
Mr.  Lindegren's accounts  with  the  vouchers 
produced  by  him  to  the  navy  board,  that 
there  had  been  laden  on  board  the  Peggy, 
one  of  the  Mast  ships,  138  loads  14  feet 
of  Fir  Timber,  of  which  only  f)4  loads  45 
feet  were  received  in  Portsmouth  Yard ; 
the  remainder  was  returned  to  Mr.  Linde- 
gren ;  but  the  insurance  and  duty  upon  the 
whole  quantity,  we  found  were  charged  to 
the  public,  as  well  as  the  duty  upon  several 
parcels  of  firewood  imported  in  the  Mast 
ships  on  Mr.  Lindegren's  private  account. 
— On  questioning  Mr.  Lindegren  to  these 
points,   he  stated*   that  his  charging   the 
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allowed  credit  for  the  sum  of34,?6'7/.  15* 
recovered  from  tlie   underwriters  on  ac- 
count of  the  loss  of  4  cargoes  of  Hemp, 
The  net  sum,  of  which  Mr.  Lindegren  was 
discharged,  was  LS.-j.80+i.  i:)*.— Sir.  Lin- 
degren,  in  his  letter  of  the  21st  of  March 
17y?,  stated  to  the  navy  board,  that  it 
near  the  time  for  taking  up  ships  to  & 
totiice  the  importation  of  the    Masts 
■Mining  at  Riga,  and  requested  to  be  in- 
fcinm-d,  what  articles  they  would  wish  Ma 
to  put  on  board,  to  enable  tlie  masters 
MM  the   Masts. — The  navv  board,  in  i 

Sly,  on  the  30tb  of  April"]?;)/,  ordered 
lr.  Lindegren  to  procure  and  deliver  in 
the  course  of  that  year,  '><i-i5  N'orwav 
Ma***,  3350  loads  of  Riga  timber,  and 
S  1,000  deals;  and  in  the  course  ol"17«.H, 
lo"30  Norway   Masts,   and  ?jt>  loads"  of 

iftiga,  timber.     They  at  the  same  time 
sired  that  lie   would   not  import   in   1 
■ay  of  tlie  articles  ordered  for  1/08,   if  it 
could   be  avoided  without  any  additional 
txpeiice   to  govt. — On   the  lith   of  Aug. 
1797.  Mr.  Lindegren  acquainted  the  navy 
board,  that  his  agent  at  Riga  had  informed 
turn  the  articles  ordered  for  broken  stowage 
I     k*d   been  nearly  all  employed  in  comple- 
I      ting  tlie  cargoes  of  the  ships  which  had  been 
["   tfceo  sent  out,  and  that  it  would  be  neces- 
~isrv  to  provide  a  further  quantity  to  i 
the   remamJtig   Masts,   which   were  mi 
of  the  large-tsi^-.      Mr.  Lindegren  ni 
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lonof  the  (,'tli  of  July  1805,  »p 
Lin  reluctance  be  h.id  to  having 
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upon  the  sale,  as  his  evidence  seems  to  in- 
timate ;  but,  whether  such  loss  did  or  did 
not  arise,  it  must  be  observed  that  the  di- 
rections, which  he  received  from  the  navy 
board,  were  not  regarded  by  him. — The 
commissions  charged  and  allowed  by  the 
navy  board  on  the  purchase  of  the  Masts, 
Fir  Timber,  &c,  imported  in  1797,  were 
at  follows :  4  per  cent,  by  Messrs.  Thorley, 
and  co.  and  on  the  amount  of  the  first  cost 
and  charges  at  Riga  5,692/.  8*.  \0d;  t\ 
per  cent,  by  Mr.  Lindegren,  on  the  amount 
of  the  first  cost  and  charges  at  Riga,  in. 
eluding  Messrs.  Thorley  and  co.'s  com- 
mission 3,711  ft  Hj.  9^«>  li  Per  cent,  by 
Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  son,  on  the 
amount  of  the  first  cost  and  all  the  charges, 
except  Mr.  Lindegren's  commission,  3,083/. 
16*.  Id. — In  the  course  of  the  examina- 
tion of  this  account,  it  was  first  discovered 
by  the  committee  of  accounts,  that  a  com- 
mission had  been  charged  by  Messrs.  Thor- 
ley and  co.  on  the  purchase,  which  indu- 
ced them  to  make  the  reference  to  the  board, 
as  to  the  propriety  of  allowing  that  charge, 
which  we  have  before  noticed,  when  speak- 
ing of  the  purchase  of  Hemp  in  1797.— It 
appears  by  the  minute  of  the  committee  of 
accounts,  attached  to  their  statement  of 
this  account,  that  their  attention  was  di- 
rected, to  the  difference  in  the  number  of 
the  articles  charged  to  the  public,  and  the 
numbers  acknowledged  by  the  officers  of 
the  yards  to  have  been  received.  They 
state,  that  upon  the  whole  number  of  Masts, 
bowsprits,  and  spars,  there  appeared  to 
have  been  109  sticks  more  delivered  than 
had  been  paid  for.  This  was  not  the  case. 
In  the  abstract  of  the  invoices,  from  which 
the  statement  is  made,  the  cargo  of  the 
Young  William  is  stated  to  have  consisted 
of  26  Masts,  instead  of  76 ;  that  of  the 
Selby,  63  instead  of  65 ;  and  in  the  cargo 
of  the  Centurion,  84  Norway  Masts  or 
spars  are  wholly  omitted  ;  so  that,  instead 
of  there  having  been  a  greater  number  de- 
livered than  had  been  paid  for,  there  was 
actually  a  deficiency  of  27  in  the  delivery, 
of  which  we  cannot  get  any  account. 

»■  ■  ■    ■ 

The  Third  Statement  made  by  the  navy 
board,  of  Mr.  Lindegren's  accounts  for  the 
purchase  of  Masts,  is  for  those  imported 
in  1798,  amounting  to  33,66 1/.  13*.  5d. — 
Mr.  L„  on  the  7th  of  April  1798, .  repre- 
sented to  the  navy  board,  that  there  still 
remained  at  Riga  a  sufficiency  of  small 
Masts,  spars,  &c.  to  stow  about  300 
Masts  and  50  bowsprits  of  the  Jargest  di- 


mensions, from  20  to  26  inches  in  diameter. 
He  stated,  if  the  navy  board  wished  for 
such  a  supply,  that  they  might  depend  on 
not  being  disappointed,  as  he  had  made  it 
his  business,  through  his  agents  in  Russia) 
to  get  selected,  with  infinite  pains,  a  great 
number  of  sticks  of  such  dimensions,  and 
that  he  would  undertake  to  receive  back, 
on  his  own  account,  any  Masts,  which,  on 
delivery,  might  be  found  to  fall  short  of 
20  inches.  And,  on  the  24th  of  April,  Mr. 
L.  observing  that  the  navy  board  had  ad* 
vertised  for  large  Masts,  stated  to  them, 
that  he  was  enabled,  from  the  steps  he  bad 
taken  in  Russia,  to  provide  them  with  such 
as  they  might  require,  and  that  he  would 
engage,  e\ery  stick  should  measure  21 
inches  or  more  in  diameter.  He  further 
stated,  that  be  was  certain  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  any  other  person  to  provide 
the  Masts  on  the  terms  he  could,  and  that 
he  had  every  reason  to  doubt  their  being 
able  to  provide  them  at  all  y  and,  at  the 
same  time,  informed  them,  if  he  was  per- 
mitted to  procure  the  Masts  in  question, 
that  it  would  enable  him  to  bring  home 
advantageously  for  govt.,  all  the  Masts, 
spars,  &c.  remaining  at  Riga,  which  had 
been  paid  for,  and  made  a  part  of  the  re- 
quired supplies  of  the  year,  and  which 
were  quite  sufficient  broken  stowage  for  the 
300  Masts  they  required.— -Mr.  L.,  on  the 
25th  of  April,  transmitted  to  the  navy 
board  an  account  of  the  sums,  which  be 
apprehended  the  Masts  of  different  sizes, 
from  21  to  26  inches,  would  cost,,  on  be- 
ing delivered  into  his  maj.'s  yards;  upon 
which  they  authorized  him  to  purchase 
281  Masts,  of  21  inches  and  upwards,  up- 
on condition,  that  such  as  might,  on  deli* 
very,  prove  under  that  size,  should  be  re- 
turned to  him.— Upon  the  deli  very  of  these 
Masts,  some  of  them  did  prove  under  21 
inches  in  diameter,  which  the  navy  board 
afterwards  consented  to  receive  at  reduced 
prices.  —  Notwithstanding  the  statement 
made  by  Mr.  L.  to  the  navy  board,  that 
the  small  masts,  spars,  &c.  remaining  at 
Riga,  would  be  quite  sufficient  broken 
stowage  for  300  masts,  we  find,  although 
the  navy  board  ordered  only  281,  that  Mr. 
L.  put  Fir  Timber,  on  his  own  account,  on 
board  3  of  the  6  ships,  by.  which  the  Afastl 
were  imported,  on  which  no  freight  wai 
allowed  to  the  public. — At  the  time  tht 
navy  board  authorized  Mr.  L.  to  purcbaw 
the  281  Masts,  they  did  not  enter  into  any 
agreement  with  hiin  as  to  the  commissios 
he  should  be  allowed,  and  wh'en  he  iuf 
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nisbed  his  account,  he  left  the  rate  to  be 
-determined  by  the  navy  board. — In  the 
invoices  of  these  Masts,  there  was  no  spe- 
cific  charge  of  commission    by    Messrs. 
Thorley  and  co. ;  although  such  charge 
was  continued  to  be  made  in  the  invoices 
of  the  articles  purchased  in  the  preceding 
year,  which  were  imported  at  the  same 
time.— On  the  26th  of  April  1799,  the  navy 
board  desired  Mr.  L.  to  inform  them,  why 
the  shipping  charges,  duties,  and  commis- 
sion to  Messrs.  Thorley  and  co.,  had  not 
been  particularly  specified  in  the  invoices 
of  the  Masts  purchased  under  the  agree- 
ment of  April  1798,  as  had  been  done  in  the 
invoices  for  the  Masts  and  Fir  Timber  left 
behind  in  1797,  and  in  all  former  invoices. 
•—Mr.  L.  in  his  reply' informed  the  board, 
that  be  had  particularly .  desired  Messrs. 
Thorley  and  co.  to  charge  the  Masts,  pur- 
chased in  1798,  as  specific  rates,  including 
all  the  charges  at  Riga,  in  order  that  the 
cost  of  each  Mast  might  be  seen  at  one 
view. — On  the   J 5th  of  July   1799,   the 
navy  board  desired  Mr.  Lindegren  to  state, 
as  in  former  instances,  the  prime  cost  of 
the  Masts,  the  duties  and  shipping  charges, 
and  the  commission  charged  by  Messrs. 
Thorley  and  co.,  for  the  purpose  of  their 
determining  what  commission  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  him.     In  his  letter  of  the  22d. 
of  July,  he  informed   them  the  circum- 
stances,  under  which  these   Masts   were 
purchased,   differed  materially   from    the 
former  transactions ;  that,  as  a  number  of 
large  Masts  alone  were  to  be  supplied, 
Messrs.  Thorley  and  co.,  in  order  to  make 
the  selection,  were  under  the  necessity  of 
purchasing  many  considerable  parcels  of 
Masts,  both"  large  and  small,  otherwise  they 
could  not  have  procured  Masts  of  such 
sizes  as  were  sent,  and  which,  according  to 
his  directions,  were  charged  at  the  lowest 
prices  at  which  they  could  afford  to  deliver 
them. — Mr.  L.  in  his  letters  of  the  7th  and 
34tb  of  April  1798,  did  not  state  any  diffi- 
culty or  disadvantage  in  procuring  a  supply 
of  large  Masts  only,  but  informed  the  board, 
that  the  number  they  required  had  been 
actually  selected  by  his  agent  at  Riga.— 
On  the  16th  of  Oct.  1799,  the  navy  board 
repeated  to  Mr.  L.  the  directions  contained 
in  their  letter  of  the  15th  of  July,  to  state 
the  particulars  which  composed  the  sums 
inserted  in  the  invoices    transmitted  .  by 
Messrs.  Thorley  and  co.,  as  they  could  not 
allow  any  commission  upon  this  transac- 
tion, until  such  particulars  were  ascertain- 
td;  and,  on  the  18th,  he  informed  them, 
Vol,  Vlt  Jppcndix* 


that  he  would  desire  Messrs*  Thorley  and 
co.  to  furnish  him  with  invoices  made  out 
in  the  usual  mode.  It  does  not,  however,' 
appear,  that  the  information  desired  by 
the  navy  board  was  ever  furnished  to  them* 
On  the  13th  of  Dec.  1799*  m  answer  to 
Mr.  L/s  letter  of  the  30th  of  Nov.  they 
informed  him  of  the  prices  at  which  they 
would  receive  the  Masts,  that  on  delivery, 
had  proved  to  be  under  21  inches;  and 
with  respect  to  his  commission,  as  it  ap- 
peared he  was  to  pay  4  per  cent,  upon  the 
purchase  at  Riga,  they  should  allow  him 

2  per  cent,  in  addition  thereto,  which  is 
the  only  specific  commission  charged  on 
thepurchase  of  the  Masts  in  J798. — Du- 
ring the  time  that  Messrs.  G.  Thornton 
and  sou  were  allowed  a  commission  by  the 
navy  board  for  transacting  the  business  in 
England,  relative  to  the  purchases  made  by 
Mr.  L.,  they  furnished  him  with  accounts, 
which  were  laid  before  the  navy  board,  of 
the  profit  and  loss  arising  from  the  interest 
and  discount  of  the  rwavy  bills  issued  by 
way  of  imprest ;  but,  when  they  ceased  to 
be  so  employed,  Jlr.  L.  no  longer  produ- 
ced such  accounts  to  the  navy  board.— 
Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  son,  were  after- 
wards employed  by  Mr.  L.  as  his  private 
agents,  to  transact  the  business  relative  to 
the  purchase  of  Masts  in  1798*  and,  by 
their  account  with  him,  intitled  *'  his  ac- 
count of  Naval  Stores  imported,"  it  ap- 
pears, that  18  imprest  bills  for  1000/.  each, 
payable  at  $0  days,  were  issued  by  the 
navy  board,  in  part  payment  for  these 
Masts.  Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  sou  did 
not  negociate  these  bills,  but  held  them  till 
they  became  due,  when  they  not  only  re- 
ceived the  principal  sums  of  the  bills,  but 
also  the  interest,  which  amounted  to  235/. 
165.  and  gave  Mr.  Lindegren  credit  for 
that  sum  on  the  1st  of  May  1799  ;  but,  as 

3  of  these  bills  did  not  become  due  until 
the  10th  of  June,  they  debited  him  with 
18/.  4$.  9d. ;  the  amount  of  the  discount  on 
such  bills,  leaving  a  balance  of  217/*  I*.  3d, 
— Mr.  L.  states,  that  he  does  not  recollect 
why  he  did  not  give  the  public  credit  for 
this  sum  ;  and  that  he  thinks  he  did  not  get 
Messrs.  G.  Thornton  aud  son's  account, 
in  which  they  gave  him  credit  for  it,  till 
about  the  29th  of  June  last,  the  lime  of  his 
examination ;  but  it  is  stated  by  Mr.  G. 
Thornton,  that  it  was  delivered  to  him  soon 
after  it  was  prepared,  on  the  1st  of  May 
1799  5  an<*  as  Mr.  L.  was  debited  by 
Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  son  with  the  ba- 
lance of  that  account,  amouKti;^  :*  I3,l(i-U. 

h 
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?».v.  \\d.  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  sup- 
pose, it  tlie  account  had  not  been  furnish- 
ed, but  that  .Mr.  L.  would  have  required  it, 
to  ha\e  seen  how  such  balance  was  made 
up. — In  the  course  of  our  enquiry  we  also 
discovered  that  Mr.  L.  had  received  some 
other  sums  which  should  have  been  carried 
to  the  credit  of  the  public.  Having,  at  our 
request,  been  favoured  by  the  commission- 
ers of  the  cu&toms  with  copies  of  the  ma- 
nifests of  the  cargoes  of  the  dilierent  Mast 
ships,  we  foimd,  in  addition  to  the  J-ir 
Timber  imported  by  Mr.  L.  on  his  private 
account  in  each  vear,  that  wainscot  lo»s 
had  been  imported  in  some  of  the  ships 
which  were  consigned  to  Messrs.  (J.  Thorn- 
ton and  son.  Upon  application  to  them 
we  found  that  those  articles  had  been  con- 
signed to  them  bv  Messrs.  Thorlev  and  co. 
of  ttiga,  and  that  they  hud  given  credit  to 
Air.  L.  for  the  amount  of  the  freight,  in  au 
account  which  they  had  opened  with  him, 
intitled,  "  disbursements  for  Naval  Stores 
"  imported,"  a  copy  of  which  account  they 
laid  before  us,  together  with  an  extract 
from  their  journals,  necessary  to  the  eluci- 
dation of  that  account,  which  contains 
other  sums  besides  the  freight  of  the  logs 
above  mentioned,  with  which  the  public 
should  have  been  credited,  and  also  some 
disbursements,  which  have  not  been  charged 
bv  Mr.  L.  in  his  accounts.  We  have  drawn 
out  an  account,  shewing  the  sums  which 
should  have  been  carried  to  the  account  of 
the  public  by  Mr.  L.,  the  balance  of  which 
1  ;>()/.  17  v.  \d.  still  remains  due  from  him. 
— Messrs.  (1.  Thornton  and  son'&  account 
above  alluded  to,  contains  a  charge  for  in- 
terest on  Minus  advanced  in  payment  for  Na- 
val Store*,  which  should  not  fall  upon  the 
public,  as  Mr.  I«.  had,  at  the  lime,  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  the  public  money  in  hi* 
bauds,  which  he  had  withdrawn  from  the 
custody  of  Messrs.  (J.  Thornton  and  son. 
—  Ili?  slated  by  Mr.  Tooke,  that  In:  think* 
Mr.  L.  was  not  furnished  with  the  account 
intitled  "  disbursements  for  Naval  Stores," 
mid  bv  Mr.  L.  that  he  never  saw  it  until  it 
was  *hewn  to  him  just  before  the  copv  was 
reudtfied  to  this  board  ;  but  as  the  balance 
Js/.  4-v.  1  \il.  was  carried  to  his  particular 
aecount  as  a  balance  on  disbursements  for 
N:i\ai  Store.?,  Le  certainly  ought,  whether 
tli»;  account  wa.-  furnished  or  not,  to  have 
ascertained  how  >uch  balance  had  arisen. — 
We  were  surprized  to  iiud  th;it  Mr.  L.  had 
jit>;  delivered,  with  any  of  the  accounts  of 
ins  purchaM  *,  an  account  current  of  hi>  re- 
•  ■i..j.»l>  and  disbursements  ;  more  especially 


as  the  navy  Hoard  die 
ter»  on  the  7  th  of  M 
count  current  from  t 
his  employment.  Ii 
that  he  furnished  oi 
which  he  gave  the  i: 
the  amount  of  the  e 
us,  which  had  occur 
the  purchase  of  1 
application  to  the 
account,  they  statei 
search  had  been  m 
could  not  be  found  ; 
letter,  they  in  for  met 
cu  instances  therein  d 
any  reason  to  belie 
current  had  been  d 
counted  for  his  be  in' 
with  a  copy  of  the  ac 
him  to  have  been  < 
that  he  was  robbed  o 
relating  to  his  traust 
board  on  his  way  to  I 
M.  These  circumst 
are  inclined  to  belies 
question  was  never  1 
board  ;  for,  if  it  had 
alluded  to  had  been  < 
in  as  due  from  him  t 
reasonable  to  suppos 
would  have  omitted  I 
amount. — On  the  1 1 
we  had  discovered  tl 
property  of  the  public 
to  account  by   Mr. 

m' 

the  navy  board,  of  I 
count  current,  coma 
April  17i)9,  i"  whic 
adjust  the  several  ern 
ges  in  his  accounts,  \ 
vered  in  the  course  c 
The  first  sum  in  this 
which  he  charges  hii. 
stated  to  be  the  bala 
board  at  the  time  Me 
>ou  ceased  to  be  em 
learned  from  Mr.  L 
the  following  maune] 
bed  of  his  papers,  he 
vy  office  the  amount  < 
been  imprested  to  hi 
the  several  sums  rec 
Thornton  and  son,  c 
count  of  Naval  Store 
v?oth  of  April  1796, 
from  the  amount  of 
incuts;  the  reniaiudc 
lance  due  to  the  nav 
specification  of  the  j 
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:(.    This  was  certainly  not  a  clear  or  ti 
factory   mode  of  plating  the  account  ;   tor 
it  was  impossible  that  the   navy   board, 
from    any   documents  in   their  possession, 
could  uncertain  Low  the  balance  was  made 
up.      Mr.  I.,  also  gave  the  public  credit  in 
nit  for  7 :i  l/.S*.10rf, ,  as  ihe amount 
m  the  Masts  belonging  lo  llie  public,  which 
W  had  received  out  of  Portsmouth  Dock 
Van)  in  1797  • — In  consequence  of  our  ha- 
wing discovered  that  Mr.  1..  had  improper- 
ly charged'the  public  with  the  duty  ou  some 
I .[  Timber  and  fire  wood  imported  by  him 
in  the  .Musi  ships  on  his  private  account,  lie 
n^MHlilll  il  to  the  navy  board  an  amended 
account  current,  in  which  he gave  them  credit 
for  the  amount ;  but  there  still  remain  due 
from  him   the  sums  of  1567.   17*.  4rf.  and 
!l?f.  I*.  3d.  which  we  have  before  noticed. 
law  th«  sum  of  33/.  12*.  6"'/.,  the  premium 
nrtanwd  on  the  insurance  of  the  cargo 
I    laeAriadne,  which  Mr.  L.  has  given  the  pub- 
I  Ix credit  for  in  the  balance  of  l&Sl.  9».  8d, 
I   although  that  sum  had  been  previously  at 
I  lamed  in  the  original  account  of  the  cost  o 
I  flat  cargo  of  that  ship. 


view  of  these  transactions,  we 
s  called  upon  to  state,  that  by 
icieut  knowledge  (which  -b.  nld 


,  and  the  neglect 
ion  of  Mr.  Linde- 
uistdersble  and  nn- 


MWrsarv  expeiuK  bus  been  incurred.  'I'lie 
nnt  of  Mr.  LiHdegrea's  commission  on 
purchases  made  prior  to  IfOti,  wjs, 
ilfiill.  Oi.  firf.  Wc  canoot  but  consider, 
fromliiecin.naW.mi -ei  before  detailed,  that 
tbe  whole,  or  lbs  pester  part,  iff  that  eam- 

tWise  years,  a  resident  nit  itliant  at  Rig* 
W»  paid  the  usual  conmiwmi  fur  making 
tbe  purchases  there,  and  an  established 
■ttcantile  house  m  London  was  paid  for 
tauwcliiig  all  die  business  in  tins  country. 
— Itis  urged  however,  that  Mr.  L.  in  cuuse- 
aaaace  of  his  employment,  went  Lo  Riga 
ii  17!>-i  and  ofi,  and  that  during  his  stay 
•we  in  the  Ibrmur  rear,  he  gave  infcriua- 
m  of  the  ships,  which  took  on  board  Na- 
il Store:  on  account  of  the  enemy  ;  but, 
have  before  observed,  the  purchases 
J»  might  have  been  as  well  executed 
K  not  been  present  at  engaged  tor  that 
for  tbe  other  heme,  canceled 
that   of  giving  mMligm-e  ol 


ships  laden  with  Naval  Stores  on  , 

nt  the  enemy,  [hflrlTW  long  rekidci.1 
spot  were  belter  nuuhiii'd,  U  tin  , 
sed  superior  opportunities  of  aeqtii. 
lormation;  to  whom,  or  to  other 
expressly  deputed,  ft  mmll  part  of  I 
Hi,  'ld„  the  sum  paid  as  Mr.  I..'s  c 
siou  iu  1795,  would  have  afforded  i 
pic  remuneration.  M  to  the  servjc 
formed  byMr.I..itil797,  itistiolaL 
either  by  himself  or  the  navy  boar 
be  did  any  thing  more  for  tlie  eomi 
allowed  him  than  merely  convey  to  ! 
Thorlcy  and  co.,  the  order  for  th 
chase  of  the  gOOdt — We  have  brio 
ted  it  as  our  opinion,  tbattio  advniiti 
likely  tciarisc  Irom  sending  an  agent 
beyond  what  might  have  been  ex 
from  the  employment  of  an  esta 
bouse  in  London.  The  fact  we  art 
to  mention  affords  reason  to  appi 
that  the  commission  allowed  Mr.  I 
not  the  only  loss  which  the  public  sus 
by  his  being  employed.  In  (U-.iu 
our  enquiry  we  discovered  that  Mr. 
received  certain  compliment*  or  gra 
from  Messrs.  Thorley  and  co.,  whs 
employed  to  make  tile  purchases  at 
Although  it  was  established  that  gra 
had  been  received,  yet  we  could  no 

part,  we  learned,  Mas  in  goods,  wbicl 
sisted  of  Kir  Timber  and  lalhwood, 
by  Mr.  L.  in  the  Mast  ships,  to  cm: 
their  stowage.  We  were  at  some  pn 
ascertain  the  sum,  which  this  limb* 
lalhwood  yielded  to  Mr.  L.,  and  wit 
view  we  required  Messrs.  (I.  Thornto 
-on,  by  whom  it  was  disposed  of,  to  h 
fore  us  tbe  accounts  of  sale ;  but  we 
not  entered  them  M  the  Appendix,  ii 
L.  in  his  letter  to  us  of  the  6th  of 
1  BOi,  slates  the  proceeds  of  the  Thnl 
l),HS/,  14r.  3d.  and  tbe  proceeds  c 
lathwood,  including  some  charges  of 
ranee,  at  ■.',944/.  0*.  (id.  making  ii 
whole  iSfl6SI  14*.  .'!'/.  which  sum  i 
correspond!  with  that  we  had  collected 
Messrs.  0.  Thornton  and  son's  atvo 
It  is  stated  by  Mr.  I,,  that  a  pnrt  on 
tins  Timber  was  given  to  him  by  Mi 
Thorley,  and  co,  and  that  they  drew 
Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  sun  M  hi 
count  for  the  remainder.  We  ho\ 
found  it  to  be  impossible  to  obtain  fron 

stated,  that  he  could  not  say  what  pn 
lion  of  il  hud  been  dsurn  lor.  »nd  il 
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[ex* 


was  not  in  possession  of  any  account  by 
which  it  could  be  ascertained,  owing  to  his 
haviug  been  robbed  of  his  books  and  pa- 
pers as  before  mentioned.— There  was  a 
speculation  in  Petersburgh  Hemp  on  the 
joint  account  of  Mr  Lindegren,  Mr.  Mo- 
rison, and  Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  son. 
This  Hemp  was  sold  by  the   latter,  who 
gave  Mr.  L.  credit  for  his  proportion  of 
the    proceeds  of  the  sale,   amounting  to 
4,447/.  5s.  3d.  Mr.  L.  at    first  stated   to 
us,  he  considered  this  speculation   as  a 
part   of    the    compliment    from    Messrs. 
Thorley  and  co.,  as  they   did  not   draw 
upon  him  for  his  share  of  the  prime  cost ; 
but    he   afterwards   declared    though    ve- 
ry vaguely,   that,   upon  a  reference  to  the 
books  of  Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and   sou, 
some  sums  appeared  to  have  been  drawn 
by   Messrs.  Thorley,  M.orison,  and    co., 
which  he  considered  to  have  been  on  this 
account,  though  he  could  not  distinguish 
the  sums,  nor  had  he  auy  account  that 
would  assist  him  in  this  particular.     We 
also  discovered,  that  in  1799*  Mr.  L.  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Morisou  a  farther  gratui- 
ty in  money,  which  the  latter  states  to  have 
been  about  1,200/.  and  the  former  about 
1,000/. — We  felt  it  to  be  our  duty  to  ques- 
tion both  Mr.  L.  and  Mr.  Morison  very 
particularly  as  to  the  nature  and  amount 
of  the  compliments  or  gratuities  which  had 
been  received  by  the  former.    We  did  not, 
however,  obtain  any  satisfactory  informa- 
tion from  them ;  but  it  is   stated  by  Mr. 
Morison,  that  "  he  rather  thinks,  to  the 
•*  best  of  his  recollection/' the  compliment 
to  Mr.  L.  was  made  to  be  nearly  adequate 
to  t  per  cent,  on  the  gross  amount  of  the 
purchases  subsequent  to  1795- — An  agent 
with  a  commission  should  not  have  recei- 
ved any  compliment  from  the  merchants 
whom  he  employed  to  purchase  the  arti- 
cles on  the  public  account.     If  the  mer- 
chants had  only  a  fair  remuneration  for 
their  services,  they  could  uot  afford   to 
make  such  presents ;  and,  if  it  was  a  part 
of  the  agent's  duty  to  protect  the  public 
interest  against  any  fraud  or  abuse  which 
might  be  practised  by  those  whom  he  em* 
ployed,  it  was  not  likely  that  this  service 
should  be  faithfully  performed  by  a  person 
to  whom  the  presents  were  made. — There 
is  another  part  of  Mr.  L.'s  conduct  which 
our  dutv  requires  us  to  notice,  namely, 
his  applying  the  public  money  to  his  pri- 
vate advantage.     Having  had  occasion  to 
require  Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  son  to 
produce  to  us  their  account  with  Mr.  L.  of 


his  transactions  with  the  navy  board,  in. 
titled,  "  his  account  of  Naval  Stores  im- 
ported, for  the  years  1795,  6,  7»  8»  and  o," 
and  observing,  that  the  balances  of  some 
of  those  accounts  had  been  transferred  to 
Mr.  L.'s  particular  accounts,  we  caused 
them  to  be  laid  before  us,  and  in  conse- 
quence discovered  that  Mr.  L*  had  re* 
eived  the  following  sums  of  public  money 


from  Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  son : 

1796.  Feb.  27.  Cosh  paid  him      .     .£9,550    0  0 
April  (29.  Amount  of  Hanbury  and      * 

co.'s  draft  of  the  10th  of  Nov.    .     I0,€24  14  S 
Balance  of  account  of  Naval  Stores 
imported,  carried  to  the  credit  of 
Mr.    Lindegreu'ff  particular  ac- 
count        7,237    8   5 

1797.  Ji^ne  2.  Ditto       ....     15,674  19   1 


•£43,087    9    I 

The  bills  drawn  at  Riga  in  payment  for 
the  articles  purchased  by  Mr.  L.  as  well 
as  all  the  expences  attending  their  impor- 
tation, were   paid   by  Messrs.  G.  Thorn- 
ton and  son,  to  whom,  in  fact,  the  money 
necessary  for  that  purpose  was  issued  by 
the  navy  board,  although  the  bills  were 
made  out  in  Mr.  L.'s  name.     It  was  not 
therefore  right  or  necessary  that  Mr.  L 
should  have  withdrawn  from  Messrs.  G. 
Thornton  and  son  more  than  the  amount 
of  his  commission  upon  the  articles  pur* 
chased.     Mr.  G.  Thornton,  who  acted  m 
attorney  to  Mr.  L.,  states,  that  he  was  un- 
acquainted with  the  amount  of  his  commis- 
sion, and  that  when  he  called  upon  him  for 
money,    he  paid  it  to   him. — At  the  time 
Mr.  L.  had  received  the  sums  amounting  to 
43,087/.  2*.  id.  from  Messrs.  G.  Thornton 
and  son,  he  could  only  be  entitled  to  his 
commission  on  the  articles  imported  in  1795 
and  1796,  amounting  to  20,248/.  4*.  2d, 
leaving  a  balance  of  the  public  money  in 
his  hands  of  22,8$8/.  1/*.    lid.  above  the 
amount  of  his  commission. — In  excuse  for 
this  conduct,  Mr.  L.  stated,  that  be  never 
added  together  the  sums  he  received  from 
Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  son,  to  ascertain 
whether  they  exceeded  the  amount  of  hi* 
commission  ;  and  that  the  sum  of  10,624/. 
14s.  3d.  drawn  for  by  Messrs.  Hanbury  soil 
co.  was  carried  to  the  debit  of  his  account 
of  Naval  Stores  imported,  by  mistake,  tf 
it  should  have  been  carried  by  Mean.  G. 
Thornton  and  son  to  his  private  accotnt; 
and,  with  respect  to  the  other  sums,  b* 
could  not  recollect  why  they  had  been  car- 
ried to  his  particular  account.— The  et> 
dence  given  by  Mr.  L.  having  appetredti 
us  to  be  very  vague  and  inconsistent,  ft 
issued  our  precept  to  Messrs.  G.  Thorn** 
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and  son  for  Mr  L.'s  letters  to  them,  between 
the  years  1795  and  1797,  on  the  subject  of 
the  Naval  Stores  purchased  by  him  for  the 
service  of  the  navy. — From  the  letters 
which  were  in  consequence  laid  before  us 
we  discovered  that  so  far  from  the  bill  for 
10,624/.  14/.  3d.  drawn  by  &Iessrs.  1 1  anbu- 
ry and  co.  on  Mr.  L.'s  private  account, 
having  been  carried  by  Messrs.  G.  Thorn- 
ton and  son  to  his  public  account  by  mis- 
take, it  was  done  at  his  express  desire,  as 
appears  by  his  letter  to  them  of  the  22d  of 
Nov.  1795 ;  and  that  he  also  directed  them 
by  letter  of  the  1st  of  June  1797,  to  place 
to  the  credit  of  his  particular  or  private  ac- 
count the  sum  of  15,674/.  19*.  Id.  being 
the  balance  of  his  public  account,  dated  the 
30th  of  May  1797. — Mr.  L.  in  transferring 
public  money  to  his  private  account  with 
Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  son,  had  not  on- 
ly the  means  of  employing  it  in  his  private 
speculations,  but  he  derived  an  immediate 
advantage  from  the  transfer,  as  Messrs.  G. 
Thornton  and  son  were  in  the  practice  of 
allowing  him  interest  at  the  rate  of  5  per 
cent*  per  an.  upon  the  balance  of  that  ac- 
count. It  is  evident,  that  when  Mr.  L. 
transferred  to  his  private  account  any  of  the 
public  money  advanced  to  Messrs.  G. 
Thornton  and  son,  to  employ  it  for  his 
own  benefit,  greater  sums  must  have  been 
advanced  to  them  than  the  exigencies  of 
the  service  would  otherwise  have  requi- 
red. But  Mr.  L.  has  endeavoured  to  esta- 
blish by  his  evidence,  that  no  such  conse- 
quence arose  from  his  conduct.  This  re- 
sult however  is  apparent ;  for  in  the  same 
letter  bv  which  he  directs  the  transfer  of 
public  money  to  his  private  account,  he 
desired  Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  son, 
whenever  they  are  likely  to  incur  any  new 
advances  on  the  public  account,  to  apply  to 
the  navy  board  who  will  immediately  pay 
them  the  same;  and  on  referring  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  imprests  granted  by  the  navy 
board,  for  this  service,  we  find  that  within 
a  fortnight  after  the  date  of  that  letter, 
they  issued  imprest  bills  to  the  amount  of 

.  55,000/. — Having  in  the  course  of  our  ex- 
amination of  Mr.  L's.  accounts,  observed 
that  there  were  notations  upon  the  policies 
of  insurance,  which  had  been  mostly  ef- 
fected by  Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  son  at 
the  Royal  Exchange  and  London  Insurance 

'  offices,  of  an  allowance  of  discount  at  the 
rate  of  10  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of 
the  premium,  we  were  led  to  enquire  up- 
on what  ground  this  allowance  had  been 
made,  and  examined  Samuel  Fenning,  esq. 


constant  director  of  the  Royal  Exchange 
Assurance  office,  from  whom  we  learned 
that  upon  all  ready  money  payments,  (in 
which  light  they  consider  payment  within 
3  months,)  they  make  an  allowance  of  10  per 
cent. — This  allowance  upon  the  aggregate 
of  the  sums  paid  for  insurance  by  Messrs. 
G.Thornton  and  son,  in  the  years  1795,  $6, 
and  7,  amounted  to  about  5000/.;  and  as  Mr. 
G.  Thornton  stated  that  navy  bills  had  been 
issued  punctually  on  the  application  of  his 
house,  for  defraying  all  the  expences,  itap™ 
peared  to  us  that  the  public  were  entitled  to 
any  allowance  that  might  be  made  for  the 
prompt  payment  of  its  own  money ;  more  es- 
pecially as  a  specific  commission  was  given 
to  Messrs.  G.  Thornton  and  son  for  the 
performance  of  all  the  business  in  this  coun- 
try attending  Mr.  L.'s  purchases*-— By  the 
evidence  of  the  Comptroller  and  Mr.  Gam- 
bier,  it  appears  to  have  been  the  intention 
of  the  navy  board,  that  Messrs.  G.  Thorn* 
ton  and  son  should  not  have  had  any  allow* 
ance  beyond  their  stipulated  commission, 
and  that  the  circumstance  of  the  allowance 
of  the  10  per  cent,  had  neither  been  noti- 
ced by  the  board,  nor  represented  to  them 
by  the  clerks  who  drew  out  the  statements 
of  Mr.  L.'s  accounts.— Mr.  G.  Thornton 
informed  «s,  that  he  had  not  carried  to  the 
credit  of  the  public  the  discount  on  paying 
the  premiums  of  insurance,  because  it  was 
not  customary  among  merchants.    We  ex- 
amined John  Julius  Angerstein,    Thomas 
Bonar,  and  Anthony  Brough,  esqrs.  as  to  the 
usage  of  merchants  in  this  respect.     The 
two  former  could  not  speak  to  the  point  in 
question  ;  but  by  the  latter  we  were  inform* 
ed,  that  it  was  not  usual  for  merchants  to 
account  [for  this  allowance,   unless  there 
was  a  specific  agreement  for  that  purpose. 
Where  irregularities  or  abuses  in  auy  of 
the  public  departments,  such  as  we  have 
had  occasion  to  notice  in  this  Report,  have 
arisen  from  a  want  of  sufficient  vigilance 
and  attention  to  the  examination  of  ac- 
counts, the  means  of  preventing  them  are 
to  be   looked  for  not  so  much  in  new 
regulations  as  in  an  increase  of  vigilance 
and  attention.     Still  there  are  some  regu- 
lations connected  with  the  subjects  of  this 
enquiry,  which  we  thiuk  it  may  be  advan- 
tageous to  adopt. — Whenever  it  may   be 
judged  advisable  to  employ  agents  to  make 
purchases  for  govt.,  we  recommend.thatthe 
public  boards  should  previously  stipulate 
with  them,  that  the  rate  of  commission 
which  may  be  agreed  upon,  shall  constitute 
the  whole  of  the  remuneration,  and  that 
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such  agents  should  be  required  to  produce, 
together  with  their  accounts,  affidavits 
that  they  were  not  in  any  way.  interested  in 
the  articles  purchased  previous  to  their  be- 
ing obtained  for  govt. ;  that  they  neither 
have  derived,  nor  will  derive,  any  profit, 
advantage,  or  emolument,  from  or  by  rea- 
son of  their  employment,*either  directly  or 
indirectly,  beyond  the  amount  of  their  sti- 
pulated commission ;  that  their  accounts 
are  just  and  true;  and  that,  in  their  trans- 
actions, they  have  exerted  themselves  in  eve- 
ry respect  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public.  An  oath  nearly 
similar  to  the  above  is  required  from  the 
agents  employed  by  the  victualling  board  ; 
but  the  precaution  has  not  yet  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  navy  board.— The  greater  part 
of  the  imprest  bills  issued  by  the  navy  board 
are  made  payable  at  5)0  days  dale,  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  3£d.  per  cent,  per  day  ; 
the  amount  of  which  is  added  to  the  sum  of 
the  bills.  On  an  inspection  of  the  imprest 
ledgers  kept  in  the  office  for  comptroliing 
the  treasurer's  accounts,  we  found  it  was. 
the  practice  to  charge  the  individuals  to 
whom  money  has  been  advanced  in  this 
manner,  with  the  principal  sum  of  the  bills 
only,  without  noticing  the  interest.  From 
this  circumstance  they  are  not  necessarily 
Called  upon  to  account  for  the  interest, 
which  is  to  all  intents  a  part  of  the  sum  of 
the  bill ;  and,  should  the  bill  not  be  nego- 
ciated,  is  as  much  the  property  of  the  pub- 
lic as  the  specific  sum  for  which  the  bill  is 
issued.  It  is  stated  by  the  chief  clerk  in 
the  office  for  bills  and  accounts,  that  it  is 
not  the  usual  practice  to  call  upon  indivi- 
duals, when  they  render  their  accounts,  to 
know  whether  any  interest  had  accrued  up- 
on the  bills  previous  to  their  being  negocia- 
ted  ;  and  in  a  former  part  of  this  Report 
we  have  observed  that  Mr.  Lindegren  had 
omitted  to  give  credit  for  the  interest  on 
some  bills,  which  had  been  imprested  to 
him.  In  order  to  secure  to  the  public  the 
full  produce  of  the  bills  which  may  be  is- 
sued in  this  manner  for  the  future,  we  recom- 
mend that  the  individuals  should  be  char- 
ged in  the  Imprest  Ledger  with  the  full 
amount  of  the  bills,  including  the  interest. 
— We  are  of  opinion,  that  no  account  of  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  should  be  re- 
ceived by  the  navy  board,  without  a  gene- 
ral account  current  of  the  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements. It  has  been  stated  to  us  by 
the  chief  clerk  in  the  office  for  bills  and  ac- 
counts, that,  upon  referring  to  accounts 
passed  as  far  back  as  I7«v*  he  found  ac- 


counts current  had  been  invariably  produ- 
ced. This  lenders  it  more  extraordinary 
that  Mr.  L.'s  various  accounts,  which  exhi- 
bited only  a  collection  of  the  disbursements, 
should  have  been  passed  without  his  produ- 
cing an  account  current.— In  our  examina- 
tion of  some  of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Lin- 
degren and  Mr.  Smallev,  for  the  purcha- 
ses of  Naval  Stores,  which  had  been  pas- 
sed by  the  navy  board,  we  had  occasion  to 
observe,  that  the  accounts  so  passed  had 
not  the  signatures  or  initials  of  the  clerks, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  examine  them ;  nor 
of  the  members  of  the  committee  who  bad 
approved  them ;  nor  of  the  members  of  the 
board,  by  whom  they  had  been  allowed.— 
Nothing,  in  our  opinion,  can  tend  more  to 
enforce  a  strict  and  regular  attention  to  the 
examination  of  accounts,  which  is  so  es- 
sential to  the  protection  of  the  public  inter- 
est against  fraud  and  error,  than  the  impo- 
sing of  individual  responsibility  on  the  per- 
sons who  may  be  employed  in  that  impor- 
tant duty.  With  this  view  we  recommend, 
that  the  clerks,  who  examine  the  eastings  of 
the  vouchers  to  accounts,  should  note  the 
time,  and  affix  their  signatures  thereto; 
that  the  clerk  who  examines  the  account  as 
to  its  propriety  and  consistency  with  the 
board's  orders,  and  makes  the  official  state- 
ment thereof,  should  bring  together,  in  the 
form  of  a  certificate,  the  objections  which 
may  appear  to  passing  the  account,  and 
sign  his  name  thereto,  and  note  the  time  of 
his  so  doing;  that  the  committee  of  ac- 
counts having  satisfied  themselves  of  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  charges 
made,  should,  on  referring  the  account  to 
the  navy  board,  note  the  time  and  affix 
their  signatures  to  the  minute,  stating  their 
approval  or  objections  to  the  account;  and 
that  the  navv  board  should,  in  like  manner, 
note  the  time,  and  also  affix  their  signa- 
tures to  all  minutes  directing  accounts  to 
be  passed. — We  are  also  of  opinion,  when 
accounts  are  directed  to  be  passed,  that  the 
clearing  bills  should  be  immediately  made 
out,  and  not  neglected,  as  appears  to  have 
been  the  case  with  some  of  Mr.  Lindegren's 
for  upwards  of  a  year.— We  are  further  of 
opinion,  that  when  accounts  are  passed, 
none  of  the  papers  or  documents  furnished 
as  vouchers  thereto  should  be  returned  to 
the  accountant ;  but  that  they  should  be 
retained  by  the  public  board,  as  their  au* 
thority  for  allowing  the  charge,  in  support 
of  which  they  may  have  been  produced.— 
In  a  letter  from  the  Navy  Hoard,  thev  ex- 
press  awi^h.  that  their  proceedings  should 
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be  judged  by  the  correspondence  and  other 
official  documents  and  statements,  and  not 
in  any  instance  solely  upon  the  evidence  of 
individuals.  We  readily  subscribe  to  this 
request,  and,  in  all  cases  where  it  has  been 
practicable,  we  have  endeavoured  to  pursue 
this  course  ;  but  instances  have  occurred, 
in  which  these  sources  of  information  have 
failed.  We  have  not  always  been  able  to 
learn  from  the  official  papers  whether  par- 
ticular acts  have  been  done,  what  orders 
have  been  given,  and  upon  what  grounds 
certain  measures  have  been'  adopted  or  re- 
jected; aud  we  have  therefore  been  obliged 
to  seek  information  from  the  members  of 
the  board.— It  is  oidy  by  rendering  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  board  more  perfect,  that  dif- 
ficulties of  this  sort  can  be  removed.— We 
must  not  be  understood  to  mean,  that  rea- 
sons should  be  recorded  in  cverv  matter  of 
common  occurrence  brought  before  a  com- 
mittee or  the  navv  board  for  their  determi- 
nation.  We  are  sensible  that  the  multipli- 
city of  business  would  render  this  imprac- 
ticable ;  but,  where  questions  of  momcut 
have  been  brought  under  consideration, 
and  important  measures  have  been  decided 
ti|K)ii,  it  becomes  a  security  for  the  rectitude 
of  such  measures,  that  the  circumstances 
aud  reasons  leading  to  the  decision  upon 
tliem  should  appear  in  the  proceedings  ;  no 
room  is  then  left  for  mi  representation  in  af- 
ter times,  aud  the  future  members  of  the 
board  may  derive  from  tin  Mice  a  knowledge 
not  only  of  the  practical  part  of  their  du- 
ties, but  of  the  grounds  upou  which  those 
duties  were  established.     (Signed) 

Charles  M.  Poll. 

Euan  Law. 

John  Foiiij. 

HkKKY   NlClloLLS. 

W.  Mackv.  oiti  ii  l'liAiin. 
Office  of  Naval   Euquiiy,   Great  lieorgr 
street,  "th  Dec.  1805." 


TKANSTF.lt    OF    CON  Tit  ACTS. 

Having  in  the  course  of  our  Enquiry 
into  the  subject  of  this  Report,  required 
Mr.  Lindegren  to  produce  to  us  his  account 
with  Messrs.  Thorlcy,  Morisou  and  co.,  in 
which  hq  had  given  them  credit  for  the 
proceeds  of  the  Masts,  belonging  to  the 
public,  that  he  had  received  out  of  Ports- 
mouth vard,  we  discovered  some  circum- 

w 

stances  relative  to  the  Transfer  of  Con- 
tracts, whicU  we  think  it  our  duty  to  no- 
lice.  In  that  account  Messrs.  Thoriey, 
Morisou  and  co.  are  charged  with  the  sum 
Of  12,000/.   as   the  consideration   for   \\u- 


Transfer  to  them  of  3  Mast  contracts  with 
the  navy  board ;  two  taken  by  Mr*  L.,  and 
one  by  Mr.  Samuel  Sanders.  The  first  en- 
try is  a  charge  of  3,000/.,  as  an  allowance 
to  Mr.  L.  for  giving  over  his  Mast  contract 
in  1799'  This  contract  was  entered  into  by 
the  navy  board  with  Mr.  L.,  on  the  3d  of 
May  1799,  f°r  the  supply  of  Riga  Masts  at 
his  maj.'s  several  yards.   The  total  amount 
of  the  price  of  the  articles  contracted  for 
was  42,6*44/. ;  and  the  sum  of  ."000/.  char- 
ged by  Mr.  L.  for  the  transfer  of  that  con- 
tract, was  at  the  rate  of  7  per  cent. ;  but 
we  find,  thai  not  one  half  of  the  articles 
contracted  for  was  delivered,  owing  to  the 
restraint  laid  by  the  emperor  of  Russia  on 
the  exportation.  The  articles  that  were  not 
delivered  are  enumerated,  with  their  prices, 
in  Mr.  S.  Sanderb's  contract  of  the  'id  of 
May   1800,  amounting  to  2o\5.J4/.  7s.  Orf. 
it  therefore  appears  that  the  sum  charged  , 
by   Mr.  L.    for  the   transfer  of  his  con- 
tract iii  1799*  is  at  the  rate  of  18/.  12*.  Sd. 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  Masts  de- 
livered.—The  second  and  third  entries  re- 
late to  the  contract  entered  into  bv  the  na- 
vy.  board  with  Mr.  S.  Sanders,  on  the  2d 
of  May  1S00,  for  supplying  his  maj.'s  se- 
veral yards  with  Kiga  Masts  and -Fir  Tim- 
ber.     For   the  transfer  of   this  contract, 
Messrs.  Thorlcy,  M orison,  and  co.,  were 
charged  with  the  sum  of  .5,000/.  paid  to 
Mr.  Sanders  bv  desire  of  Mr.  Morisou,  and 
2000/.  for  Mr.   Lindegrcn's  allowance  ou 
that  contract. — The  price  of  the  goods  con- 
tracted for  amounted  to  150,5)607.  and  the 
sum  tiiven  bv  Messrs,   Thorley,  Morisou 
and  eo.  for  the  contract,  is  at  the  rate  of 
■j/.  6s.  2</.  per  ceut. — On  questioning  Mr. 
L.  as  to  the  charge  for  the  allowance:  made 
lunj  on  this  contract,  he  stated,  that  it  was 
lor  negotiating  the  assignment  of  it,  aud 
lor  attending  the  survey*  and  deliveries  of 
the  articles  at  Portsmouth  and   Plymouth 
yards ;  and  that  he  performed  that  service 
purbuant  to  a  promise  he  had  made  for 
that   purpose.     We  however   found   that 
Mr.  L.  had  been  allowed  the  usual  commis- 
sion for  transacting  this  busings  at  Ports- 
mouth,   aud    that     Messrs.    Chape  11   and 
Hodge  were  employed  to  attend  to  the  de- 
liveries at  Plymouth,  for  which  they  were 
allowed  the  usual  commission. — It  will  be 
observed,  that  the  terms,  on  which  the  na- 
vy board  agreed  with  Mr.  Sanders  for  the 
-Mjpply   of. Masts  in    this  year,  me    lower 
than  ii.o-\:  allowed  him  for  the  Mimts  added 
to  hi.i  contract,   which  were  not  delivered 
under  Mr.  L.'&  contract  of  170W.  The  rea- 
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•uuw**>i  as*  v  i  Main ;  and  if 
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and  it  may  be  ap 
not  be  of  the  best 
suffered  to  be  sol 
the  approbation  < 
advantages,  whk 
public  would  der 
beral  terms,  are  I 
although  the  orig 
to  yield  a  cons  id 
required  for  the  i 
bitant  as  to  rendt 
articles  can  be  i 
the  persons  to 
transferred.    (Si] 
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*  peditioui  manner,  fcud  to  report  on  all  the 
faatters  aforesaid  from  time  to  time  as 
they  shall  see  occasion. 

WE  have  proceeded  to  the  execution  of 
the  trust,  which  your  maj.  has  been 
pleased  to  repose,  in  us,  in  the  order  which 
seemed  the  most  likely  to  enable  us  to  ac- 
complish the  objects  for  which  we  were  ap- 
pointed. With  this  view  we  have  not  only 
considered,  with  great  attention,  the  many 
useful  suggestions  in  the  very  able  Reports 
erf  the  different  Boards  of  Enquiry  and  Se- 
htt  Committee  on  Finance,  but  have  deem- 
ed it  necessary  also,  carefully  to  peruse  all 
ineh  official  or  other  authentic  documents, 
as  could  give  ue  information  concerning  the 
administration  of  the  civil  affairs  of  the 
Navy  from  the  earliest  times. — By  obser- 
ving what  changes  have,  at  different  times, 
taken  place  in  the  system  of  Management; 
what  abuses  have  prevailed ;  what  means 
have  been  tried  to  prevent  Ntheir  continu- 
ance j  and  what  success  has  attended  the 
measures,  which  on  former  occasions  have 
been  adopted  ;  we  thought  it  probable  that 
we  might. receive  information  that  would  as- 
sist ui.in  judging  of  the  alterations  which 
might  now  be  necessary,  to  adapt  the  whole 
to  the  present  very  extensive  Scale  of  the 
Navkl  Service;  and  that  by  comparing 
what  tfas  accomplished  in  times  of  the 
greatest  exertion,  by  the  number  of  Artifi- 
cers and  Labourers  then  employed,  with 
What  ia  now  done  in  the  royal  Dock  Yards, 
jftft  well  as  by  obtaining  information  from 
merchants  builders  of  the  work  performed 
by  the  numbers  employed  in  private  yards; 
additional  means  might  be  acquired  of  judg- 
ing ef  the  industry  of  those  at  present  in 
Jrour  maj.'s  service.  From  the  whole,  we 
hoped  to  be  able  to  form  some  estimate  of 
what  may  in  future  be  expected,  and  of 
the  establishment  which  may,  under  pro- 
f>er regulations,  be  adequate  to  the  manage- 
ment and  support  of  the  Naval  force,  which 
Inay  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  security 
%i  this  country. — To  the  numerous  official 
documents,  and  written  or  printed  autho- 
rities which  we  have  perused,  we  shall  re- 
fer as  the  occasion  may  require,  and  shall 
therefore  now  only  give,  as  briefly  as  we 
ten,  such  a  general  view  of  the  means, 
which,  during  different  periods,  have  been 
taken  for  providing  a  Naval  force  for  the  de- 
fence of  this  couatry,  and  for  the  Civil  go- 
vernment of  the  navy,  as  may  render  it  un- 
necessary to  be  60  full  in  those  references,  or 
lb  our  observations  upon  them,  as  for  the  sake 
fcf  clearness  might  otherwise  be  requisite. 
Vol,  VI.  Appendix. 


The  whole  of  our  Naval  History  may  be 
divided  into  Three  Periods ;  thejfc>*f  com* 
prebend ing  all  that  preceded  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  8th ;  the  second  ending  with  the 
restoration  of  Charles  the  2d ;  and  the  lastt 
coming  down  from  the  Restoration  to  the 
present  day. 

First  Period. 

During  the  First  period  it  appears,  that 
our  kings  had  neither  arsenals  nor  Dock 
yards  :  their  only  permanent  Naval  force 
consisted  of  57  vessels,  each  carrying  21 
men  and  a  boy,  well  armed  and  fitted  for 
war,  which  the  Cinque  ports  were  bound 
by  their  charters  to  furnish  on  40  days'  no- 
tice from  the  crown.*  When  in  a  case  of 
war  a  greater  force  was  required,  ships 
were  hired  from  merchants  at  home,  or  from 
those  in  Dantzic,  Hamburgh,  Lubec,  Ge- 
noa, and  other  ports,  or  were  lilted  out 
from  various  motives  by  private  adventu- 
rers, who  shared  in  the  advantages  acqui- 
red :  trading  vessels,  having  in  those  timet 
no  protection  from  ships  of  war  belonging 
to  their  respective  governments,  were  ne- 
cessarily armed  for  their  own  defence. 

Second  Period. 

The  foundation  of  the- Navy  of  England 
was  laid  by  Henry  VIII.  He  constituted 
an  Admiralty  and  a  Navy  Board,  and 
during  his  reign,  the  Trinity  house,  and  the 
Dock  Yards  at  Deptford,  Woolwich,  and 
Portsmouth,  were  formed :  the  regulations 
which  he  made  for  the  Civil  govt,  of  Na- 
val Affairs  were,  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
Vlth,  revised,  arranged,  and  turned  into 
ordinances  which  form  the  basis  of  all  the 
subsequent  instructions  given  to  the  officers, 
to  whom  the  management  of  the  Civil  Af- 
fairs of  the  navy  has  been  committed.— 
The  officers  then  appointed  were,  the  Vice- 
Admiral  of  England ;  the  Master  of  the 
Ordnance ;  the  Surveyor  of  the  Marina 
Causes  ;  the  Treasurer,  Comptroller,  and 
General  Surveyor  of  the  Victualling,  Clerk 
of  the  Ships,  and  Clerk  of  the  Stores.— 
Particular  duties  were  allotted  to  each  mem- 
ber ;  aud  they  were  ordered  to  meet  once 
a  week  at  the  office  on  Tower  hill,  to  con- 
sult together  for  the  good  order  of  the  Na- 
vy, and  to  report  their  proceedings  once  a 
month  to  the  lord  high  admiral. — But  the 
ships  belonging  to  the  crown  or  provided 
by  the  civil  department  of  the  navy,  still 

.  .  .        — -i  -^ 

*  Exlon  states,  that  "  in  the  Admirals  Commis- 
sioneiS  of  old,  they  aie  named  Admirals  pf  th^ 
Ships  of  the  Cinque  ports  and  other  ports"}"  without 
any  mention  of  the  ships  of  the  king.  Pepys  Na- 
val Minutes,  MS.  p.  71. 
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—  _i.-.  rs    were    ap- 

.  ..:ihi££t  settle,  and 

.    .-   navy   into   a   ri^lit 

..v-  ?iii:ii  niea>ures  as  they 

....uaiv  ;u  prevent  the  con- 

^   ..«a..v  ^rt  at  frauds  and  al  iu- 

.  *  *..cu.  A  similar  commission 

•  • :  >  ;  and  a  very  lull,  able, 

^rt,  was  made  bv  the  com- 

-     .:i  a    named,    in  which    those 

»u>c>  are  detailed  and  explain- 

-_*.  j^uuet  account  of  the  state  of 

.".-.:   Liie  time,  is  given,  as  well  as 

-  ^..l.:  .:  -run;  the  four  preceding  reigns; 

...*•..  \  erv  wise  regulations  are  suirges- 
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,  Oil  the  rcstoratic 
,  ;  ;se  ijf  \  ork  was  ii 
i-M'ii  hich  admiral,  an 
miLtee  was  named  to 
paeed  by  himself,  for 
of  the  affairs  of  th* 
duke  himseli  preside* 
lie  appears  to  have  t 
and  as>istiince  of  Mr 
liist,  held  the  office 
and  was  afterwards  s 
ralty  :  a  nuui  of  exti 
in  all  that  related  to 
department,  of  great 
indefatigable  iudusir 
imzs  of  the  duke  of 
nieiit  of  the  Navy, 
lord  high  admiral,  oi 
throne,  are  minuteh 
number  of  mauuscrip 
pysiau  library  at  (Jar 
volumes  have,  at  our 
our  perusal. — The  pi 
before1,  granted  to  the 
Admiralty  and  the 
called,  and  the  enti 
put  into  the  hands   < 


high   admiral ;  by  w] 
-  I'lui*.  ci  nimi»ion  was  determined  up-  I  niissioners  were  appc 
•i     ^  i.h  of  James  I,  but  was  renew rd  i  treasurer   of  the   na 
*  -■.n.itr><or,  and  remaiut:d  in  force  til!    the  Surveyor,  aud  tin 
.  ;x.   when  it  was  dissolved,  and  the  ai-    principal  officers  and 
*  v»f  the  Navv  were  restored  to  the  in;,- j  navv. — In     lu'd'l,   th- 
.,„v  nicnt  of  the  board  of  principal  officers,   Standine  Orciers  tor 
...;Uh  hud  been  established  by  Kdwuni  VI. 
-I  >uria£  the  disturbances  in  the  reiiin  of 
i/imrles  1,    the   managing  officers  were  di- 
rected by  the  kiuij  to  refuse  obedience  to  ;  ihe    Navy   Board    bv 
tht*  orders  of  parliament ;  and  a  number  of  These  had  been  form 
shij.3  having  been  carried  away  by  prince 
Uuprrt,  the  naval  force  was  by  the^e  nieam 
reduced  to  so   low  a  state,   that  at  the  bo- 
jriniMn.^  of  Cromwell'^  usurped  go\  i.  lie  had 
or.lv  11  *hip:-  of  v/'ir  of  two  deck: ,  jud  ..onif 
.■•    tht  >o  i  arrit  d  only  •!■'.»  ijiiiis  :  b;tt   under 
thecaieii.l  i»i:ina;.r».ineiif.  of  very  able  men,  in 
^■'erent  commissions  which  he  appoii.icd, 
-.•i  ':     i  '.■iroe.s'  measures were  pursued,  *Js«t 
.■1  ."»  \e:it*.  t'louah  en<>:"-:'d  Wilhin  that  f.:i,w 
willi   the   j./.'e-'U  si  naval   pokes'    i:i 
e.  ilu  fleet  v.-'.s -ncrrased  ti»  ];m-  -..?1, 
, -h  moie  1 1 » : : : i  a  thii  1   p\rt   J»;i.{    l/.vn 
. .  x.*      i  he  u.'ivv  v.-i    i'lile-vi  1.Y.:-:cn  '.■•  \i\in 
■     .      l.v  i^lit   which     il    he4,     never    i.  ■:■:,  %■ 
..  :•.-.!  :  f.-om  which,  le.-.-i^'r.  '.-.  •■'.  :-.\--\  fie-    in  his  office  of  Clerk 

.,    :»:•.  I'll  s^  l!ie  «"!i:  i1.    "Mil:  "hie  -nil..-::!    -|l;i"n    'sUflif  ieut,    with 
■:."i  ;»1  ir.H  m.:i; 
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pnnci]  al  officers  and 
Nuvy,  und  the  su peril 
\ards.  which  are  still 


by  Mr.  1V|as,  «nd  1 
>ince  of  treat  use  a 
iKitjement  of  the  Na 
ap pi  iii'*,  that  alter  th 
■'i'i-M  pn.j^re^s  was  v 
lhi  lepaiMtiou  and 
l»uL  oil  his  leiuni  froi 
i-nd  of  ill*.-  Dutch  wi 
in  !o(>l-,  he  found  th 
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an  the  Ciril  Affairs  of  tie  Xari/. 


Dock  Yards  had  suti'ered  greatly  in  conse- 
quence ol  it. — Alter  minute  enquiry  into 
the  circumstances,  a  state  ol  the  cast  was, 
by  order  of  the  duke,  drawn  up  by  Mr. 
Pepys  and  sent  to  the  Navy  Hoard,  in 
which  the  duties  ot'  tlie  board,  and  those 
of  each  member  of  it,  taken  from  Llie  In- 
structions before  mentioned,  are  stated  in 
different  heads,  and  under  each  head  the 
errors  und  misconduct  tbat  he  discovered 
execution  ;  requiring  a  written 
in  a  short  limited  time,  from  each  of 
The  answers  were  given,  an 
Wply  a  second  paper  was  nent  to  each, 
t  what  part  of  the  charge 
I  unaccounted  fur:  but  ti tiding, 
e  wnie  time,  that  a  part  of  the  blame  < 
justly  to  lie  imputed  to  the  irregularity  and 
f  government,  jiarticularly  iu 
(he  supply  of  money  fur  Naval  purposes, 
'i  consequence  of  the  "  deplorable  ton- 
i  of  the  King's  Treasure,"  he  conti- 
I  those  officer!  in  their  employments, 
warning  [liem  that  on  any  new  neglect  they 
would  be  removed. — The  duke  uf  York 
d  lord  high  admiral  till  l6?3|  when, 
inconsequence  ol  the  test  required  bv  par- 

"    i   he  would  not  sub    " 
*  resigned  ;  and  that  olBce  was  in  part  put 
i,  and  the  rest  retained  by  the 
s  Rupert  was  put  at  the  heart 
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fetches, 

than  i;,f)inj   Beamen;  tiutta  wire  also  30 
aew  ships   buildup,    and  a  good   supply  ol 

Meres  m  the  Dock  Yurtts -Hula  complete 

change    then    suddenly    look    place; — the 


ol"   the 


■tided    to  his  great  pecuniary    i 

he  was  induced    to  give  u|)  the  p 

he  had    loriu''ily    pursued    with 

•j  much 

leul,   of    supporting   and     mere 

li.ug     the 

KtVJ,  on  account  ol  the  espenct 

attending 

h.     The  dokc  was  tt.it  abroad, 

nil  I'epy. 

to  the  Tower,  A  new  set  of  v. 
made  commissioners  of  the  Na 
though  of  fair  moral  character,  wi 

out  the  experience,  ability,  or 
which  that  important  situation  rei 
All  the  wise  regulations,  formed  di 
art  ministration  of  the  duke  of  Yi 
neglected  ;  and  such  supinetiess  ai 
appear  lo  have  prevailed,  and  nt  tl 
not  more  than  S.  years,  when  hr. 
called  to  the  office  of  lord  high  adm 
22  ships,  none  larger  than  a  fourth  r. 
'2  tire  ships,  were  at  sea; — thofe  iu 
were  quite  unlit  for  service;  even 
new  ships  which  he  had  left  buih 
been  suffered  to  fall  into  a  stnte 
ardlv  any  stores  wer 
theDock  Yards.  ' 
act  of  the  duke  of  York  on  his  reti 
the  re-appomtment  of  Mr.  Pepys,  I 
taiy  of  the  Admiralty ;  and  his  wt 
duct  on  that  occasiou  in  the  man. 
of  the  affairs  of  the  navy,  bears  t 
conspicuous  marks  of  profession; 
ledge,  moderation,  and  (economy 
with  (inline si  and  wisdom.  He  pt 
with  great  earnestness  to  the  exai 
of  the  superintending  officers,  b 
tliem  a  year  of  trial,  lo  correct  th 
which  their  former  neglect  bad  i 
At  the  end  of  that  year,  observin 
i  them  unequal  to  I 
.  sine  were  taken  to 
the  ablest  and  most  intelligent  : 
e  re-establish  menl 
:!v  of  abuses,  and  tl 
ration  of  order  and  discipline  we 
uuimitleri. — In  the  manuscript  CO 
if  Mr.  1'epys,  there  is  a  paper  prej 
the  duke's  command,  containing  i 
all  the  (j eat  Ship- builders  in  KngU 
characters,  in  respect  of  liti 
the  objects  which  he  had  in  view, 
lese,  sir  Anthony  llean  is  staled 
lan  of  by  far  the  greatest  abiliti 
ide.'cl,  without  whose  assistance 
ated  reform  could  not  be  made  ; 
ring  applied  to,  he  declined  the. 
icut,  his  professional  eiuolumeui 
rea'.er  than  those  offered  to  him. 
ivice  of  Mr.  Pepys  a  lull  com  p. 
us  given  to  hiiu  for  the  loss  of  tin 
un.nts;  and  he  was,  with  three 
ten  luined  with  the  former  princ 
.— Th 
i  the 

Mr.  I'epys,  possessing  "  a  practise 
"  ledge  of  every  part  of  the  works 
"  thods  ol   the  Navy,  both  at  th 
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t-. — .\ii  rsiimate  torm- 

:  «■  •  »;  ••iij.ieie  repair 

.  .  O'k  ti.  \  arus,  *iiid  the  sup- 

-,    ...a  .i:d  ui  iore  the  new  com- 

*.    .;    \..i  ii   the   whole  ex  pence 

.    .  i.»  -toiJ.O-Ju/.  a  year,  to  be  sup- 

s».«.rvj\   y*\  merits  for  3  years,   in 

..v  tin.-  wuoie  uda  lo  be  completed  ? 

x  v.a.s  ^unii.icrauiy  loss   than  what 

U  o*.ou  txpenuvi  by  the  former 

.  «a.i.uvr»v   iiUinu   the  tew  vears   of 
.^.i^>aaiiu  'Mi*»r. —  The  commits. oners, 
.  .  f.sil  c  usiJe;  duon  ol  the  plan,  under- 
.  %    vi;-it   wn.i  piopostd  to  them ;  audit 
».  ,«.»!?  u*  m  t::r  \erv  full  account  of  the 
.  •,  .,  .'ii cccum^s  leu  by   Mr.  Pepys,  that 
.-.  ,v;iuiii)e>.i  »lui  they  had   undertaken 
.C3.*  *i.i^  \\\j\\  wa»  allowed  for  it,  and  at 
\\-s  ;>■<■.  ri  •  c. —  I:i  Ci  vears  after  the  com- 
•mi— .ii.i   -  At  re  appointed,  the  king  visited 
•    ,•  "\  ■  \    \.ii»::? ;  ami  tinding  every  thing 
^    ...-  =   ..-':c  i  :.»  Ins  satisfaction,    and  the 
u    wi.c  .•*.>.-  i%5>  an\iiufd,   he  dissolved   the 
^:\w. »i. ■>$:■•  :'.  Vi/u  marks  of  his  high  appro- 
j.-.;..  ■■.!,  ^  d  ili-'i  restored  the  management 
io    kj*   :•..,.  i'..r   Hoards.     Tne  commission 
v.  .s   .■■.•v.i^i   al   Lad \ -day    l()8o\   and  was 
,..k  *i --i'v-.i   ;!ie  !vM)  of  Oct.  inSvS  ;  and  by 
.i    >,     ■■.  :>>  Mr.  Pepys  there  were  on  the 
\  v  »  »"!  I  Vc.  1(^3, 

Ci  :'.\  •»  '"f  tfw  line,  at  sea,  or  goinji  forth      .     52 
P;iio  •         •  repaired      .     41 


Under  repair       .        • 
'Jo  be  rapalrtnl     . 
Newly  Ci/me  in  from  Sea 
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*:tV.i  considerable  number  of  vessels  ol 
>:m.;IU  v  >!':♦'.— Tnote  measures  which  had 
\vfii  -»o  iii<l".c;Ously  i  aimed,  and  so  ably 
.ui.l  c\',i'ditr>ii5ly  ex  uled,  gave,  as  might 
\  i'xprvtt-d,  the  most  ^rnenJ  satisfaction. 
-  i '••!■  Involution  took  place  within  two 
i--.xt.Mn  aft  r  the  business  of  IK  *-  "mittee 
-  -iSivms-lcted  ;  but  the  Ni" 


*4  he  silently  let  it 
system  formed  by  tt 
his  aid,  the  civil  got 
has  ever  since  been 
stated  those  proceei 
not  only  because  th 
the  civil  affairs  of  the 
been  conducted,  wai 
settled  ;  but    becau 
give  very  useful  info 
an  example  which  w 
in  the  present  times 
the  fleet,  and  the  v 
those  few   years  of  % 
experience,  how  ess* 
ty  of  this  country,  1 
means   should  be  ta 
auy  negligence  in  the 
great  work  of  re-esta 
restoring  order,  indt 
the  Dock  Yards,  ac 
a  time,  by  the  comn 
with  so  much  care,  p 
vincuig   manner,  he 
having  the  civil  arfai 
under  the  managemc 
ii'y,  professional  kn 
rupted  industry.  An 
to  recommend  to  gc 
of  them,  no  other  cii 
their  being  the  attest 
the  execution  of  the 
duties  they  are  to  unc 
ed.   llisfarfrombeii 
it  may  be  our  d  uty  to  ] 
the  principles  on  whi 
lions  and  orders  are 
stood  the  test  of  tiro 
by  long  trial  to  be 
great  objects  of  theii 
orders  and  regulatioi 
suited  to  the  state  o 
then  stood,  have  nee 
additions,   in  consec 
crease  of  that  force 
place;  and   those  I 
occasionally   made 
curred,  the  principle 
which  they  were  met 
not  appear  to  have 
view :  di  fie  rent  orde 
certain    cases, 
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these  given  to  one  Dock  Yard  have  not,  on 
•II  occasions,  been  given  to  the  rest,  though 
■ecessary  to  preserve  uniformity  in  the 
management.— The  inconvenience  arising 
from  ttiose  cause*  naturally  increasing  <*ith 
the  progress  of  time,  and  the  extension,  of 
the  service,  the  attention  of  the  admiralty 
came  at  length  to  be  necessarily  called  to 
it;  and  in  their  orders  to  the  navy  board, 
dated  in*  04th  of  June  1764,  and  S3d  of 
June  1767,  they  stated,  "  that  though  the 
orders  and  instructions  given  fur  the  ge- 
neral government  of  the  yards  and  ordi- 
naries may  be  sufficient  lor  the  wise  pur- 
pose* intended  by  them,  yet  as  they  are 
dispersed  without  order  or  method  in  a 
variety  of  warrants  issued  at  different 
tines,  through  a  long  series  of  years,  they 
not  afford,  in  a  proper  and  clear  man- 
the  information  necessary  for  the  con- 
of  the  oilicers  and  workmen  of  the 
;  and  they  therefore  direct  the  navy 
to  proceed  immediately  to  arrange 
digest  the  laid  orders  and  instructions 
proper  beads,  so  as  to  compose  one 
iniform  body  and  system  out  of  the  whole, 
taking  care  where  there  are  any  repetitions 
'  the  same  order,  to  adopt  that  where  the 
ift  clearly  explained,  and  west 
but  the  arrangement  thus  pro- 
ng to  various  causes,  has  never 
been  carried  into  effect ;  and  from  the  late 
treat  addition  to  our  navy,  and  the  ac 
mulation  of  orders  and  instructions  in  i 
sequence  of  it,  still  issued  without  any 
Ifospcct  or  svsiemu-ic  restularitv,  the 
which  the  admiralty  had  it  in  view  to  re- 
nedy,  is  now  immensely  increased ;  anc 
the  bringing  into  clear  and  regular  ordti 
what  is  at  present  a  great  and  undigested 
auss,  is  a  work  of  so  great  magnitude  and 
difficulty,  that  it  could  nut  reasonably.be 
sspected  to  he  accomplished  by  a  board 
loaded,  as  the  navy  board  has  been  with 
business.  Great  progress  was,  however, 
fcade  by  one  of  oar  number,  while  he  was 
eomplrolhir  ot  the  navy  : — a  book,  in  which 
all  orders  and  regulations,  prior  to  the 
year  1786",  were  classed  and  digested  Under 
distinct  heads,  which  he  had  prepared,  was 
submitted  to  the  pel 
•loners  appointed  in 
into  the  fees,  grului 
emoluments  of  the  t 
and  also  into  the  abu 
■be  tame;"  who,  in  their  6th  report,  thus 
•■press  themselves,  "  the  numerous  regu- 
taltoos  and  staiiiihig  orders,  which  have 
to  time  been  made  for  the  good 


787,  to  "  enqnir 
i,  perquisites,  an 

eral  public  office! 


government  of  lb*  IW-k  Yards, 
be  reviewed,  pot  in  order,  and  c 
so  as  to  be  reiVned  loon  every  i 
and  they  add, '» the  run  board  h 
the  (leiOT,  bad  the  measure  un< 
tlei'iiliou,  and  a  considerable  pr< 
been  made  therein.     We  have 
examined  u.<:  mode  of  riseaecuti 
we  highly  approve,  and  recomm 
carried  fully  mtn  eoeet,"     And 
in  lis  i  oners  of  Naval  luii<|uiry  ap[ 
1803,  observe,  that  "  the  ifw  i sj 
ising  the  instructions,  and  dig* 
immense  mass  of  orders,  which  li 
been  given  to  i  in:  officers  of  tire  y 
seen  by  the  late  earl  Mower  and  si 
dleion  when  they  presided  at  the 
ty   and  navy  boards;  and   the   1, 
made  some  progress  in  so  usefu 
when  be  quitted  the  navy  board  ; 
that  time  the  subject  bas  not  be* 
ed  to,  no  steps  have  been  bikei 
warding  the  work,  and  it  seetai 
been  laid  aside,  and  wholly  forgo 
another  part  of  the  same  report, 
"  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that 
useful  work  was  not  accomplish 
would  have  greatly  facilitated  the 
of  the   Dock  Yards,  and  atforde 
navy  board   a  comprehensive.  vm 
standing  regulations  whereby  thi 
have  been  enabled  to  keep  a  bet 
upon  the  due  observance  of  then 
the  course  of  this  report  will  a 
have  existed." — The  Digest  Hook 
in  the  manner  approved  of,  am 
mended  by  those  different  boards 
ry,  has  been  given  to  us ;  and  afte 
lug  the  fullest  consideration  on  e 
of  it,  making  such  alterations  as 
to  us  tu  be  necessary,  and  com 
by  the  addition  of  all  the  order 
structions   down   to   the   present 
proceeded  to  prepare,  as  the  subjt 
first  Report,  the  Instructions  fm 
dance  of  the  Resident,  Commissi*] 
the  principal  Oilicers  of  the  Dock  i 
Yards;  concurring,  as   we   do, 
Commissioners  of  [inquiry,  in  thin 
there  is  the  most  occasion  for  tli 
those  Instructions,  the  original  pi 
Duke  ul   York   and    Mr.    Pepys 
followed,  and  forms  the  basis  of 
have  done  on  all  the  branches  of  ( 
tamed  in  it. — We  began  by  tall 
the  commissioners  of  the  navy  to 
to  us,  (.(I,  ies  ol  all  warrants,  stai 
ders,    and    instructions,    issued 
board  from  the  earliest  period  to 
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sent  time;  and  from  the  collection  which  (department  of  them 
we  received  in  answer  to  that  precept,  \vf-    they  propose,  that  .1 


selected  all  such  as  were  connected  with 
the  duties  of  the  principal  officers  of  the 
-Dock  and  Rope  \ards,  and  sent  them  to 
the  commissioners,  requiring  themi  forth- 
with to  transmit  th*  m  to  those  officers, 
with  directions  to  take  the  saint  into  their 
immediate  consideration,  each  in  hisoun 
department,  and  to  point  out  what  part  of 
those  orders  they  considered  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  present  ex  ten  Jed  scale  of 
the  naval  service,  and  what  other  instruc- 
tions they  might  deem  requisite  to  render 
the  execution  of  their  respective  duties 
more  clear  and  intelligible  to  them;  desi- 
ring also  that  the  commissioners  would  in- 
form us  whether  they  themselves  consider- 
ed those  instructions  to  be  sufficient  for 
the  good  government  of  the  different  offi- 
cers, or  if  they  did  not,  that  they  would 
suggest  what  might  further  appear  to  them 
to  be  still  necessary  for  that  purpose. — 
Returns  from  the;  principal  officers  in  the 
Dock  Yards  were  sent  to  us  by  the  com- 
missioners, with  an  assurance,  that  if  any 
thing  else  should  occur  to  themselves,*  it 
should  be  communicated  agreeably  to  our 
requisition ;  but  no  communication  of  that 
kind  having  been  made  to  us,  the  Instruc- 
tions, after  incorporating  what  appeared 
useful  in  the  suggestions  from  the  officers 
in  the  Dock  Yards,  were  again  sent  to  the 
navy  board,  desiring  to  have. their  appro- 
bation, or  a  statement  of  such  alterations 
«s  they  would  think  it  advisable  to  make  ; 
and  they  have  since  returned  them  to  us, 
proposing  some  alterations,  a  part  of  which 
we  have  adopted. — The  Officers  to  whom 
Instructions  are  to  be  given  in  this  Report, 
are,   the  Resident  Commissioners  in   the 
Dock  Yards,  and  all  those  who  are  called 
Principal  Officers,  being,    1.  The   Master 
Attendant;  '2.  Master  Shipwright;  3.  Clerk 
of  the  Check;  4.  Storekeeper;  5.  Clerk  of 
the  Survey,  and  6*.  Clerk   of  the  Rope 
•Yard.     But  there  being  some  parts  of  duty 
in  which  all  of  them  are  intrusted,  we  have 
judged  it  necessary  to  prepare  the  follow- 
ing General  Instructions  respecting  those 
■parts,  as  well  as  Particular  Instructions  to 
«ach  Officer.     [Here   follow  the  General 
•Instructions  for  the  Officers  of  his  majes- 
ty's Dock  Yards.] 

The  Commissioners,  appointed  in  1788, 
have  observed,"  That  the  Commissioners  of 
•theJDock  Yards  have  not  any  Instructions; 
that  thev  ought  to  be  sea  officers  of  great 
txpcricncp,  both  in  the  civil  and  military 


upon  vacancies  from 
of  the  navy  board,  \ 
attention  should  be 
pve  consequence  tc 
(hat  proper  instruct! 
red  for  them."  In  th 
i't'Ctly  concur,  .and  A 
they  have  proposed 
as  a  Regulation  neve 
in  supplying  vacanc 
portant  office;  and  t 
mibsiouer  shall  be  a] 
Yard  till  he  has  actc 
the  board  of  commissi 
Commissioner  of  a 
corpo rated  in  the  s 
commissioners  of  th 
don,  constantly  corn 
as  representative  of  t 
duties,  enforcing  the  < 
transmitted  through  1 
officers  belonging  to 
presides. — Excepting 
cv,  such  as  sudden  i 
commander  in  chief , 
or  repairs  to  ships, 
assistance,  orders  an 
properly  originate  wi 
tioti  is  generally  cont 
of  those  received  frpi 
the  current  services  c 
vious  that  officers  wfc 
ledge  acquired  in  the 
by  long  and  active  si 
missiouers  of  the  w 
had  the  means  of  obt* 
niation  respecting  all 
in  the  civil  govt,  of 
had  the  best  prepara 
cution  of  the  imports 
this  situation.     Thei 
missioner  in  every  or 
Deptford  and  Woolwi 
the  immediate  iuspe< 
the  navy  board,  and 
one  or  more  of  its  pre 
The  Commissioners  t 
pointed   in   1303,  in 
thus  express  themsc 
officer :    *'  Though  t 
sioner  has  authority 
ployed  in  the  yard, 
reward,  promote,  or 
to  be  entered  into  tl 
this  circumstance,  al 
he  appears  to  have  1< 
workmen  thau    any 
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s  to  us  a  defect  ir-  the  system,  as  we 
Site  all  principals  should  have  it  i: 
or  less  in  their  power  to  distinguish  and 
eward  the  ability,  zeal,  and  industry, 
inne  employed  under  them;  and  without 
ucli  power,  we  apprehend  authority  wil 
atJrfom  he  respected." — Hut  though  tli' 
Stnideul  Commissioner  lias  not  had  th. 
■r  deli-gated  to  him  of  bestowing  re 
a  and  promotions  at  his  own  hjnBUssI 
yet,  fatnij;  the  correspondent  and  igfMOUt 
tative  of  the  hoard  in  the  yard.  In-  11111  at 
ail  times  report  to  th>'  board  MCc/fxwtl 
b  service,  anil  HCQtfl  DBHJ 
those  who  in  his  opinion  are  pntiih  d  to 
favour;  and  we  have,  in  tin  following  lu- 
Itructiom,  made  this  representation  uJ 
sfrilorious  services  a  pm  I  ol  bis  duly. — 
Willi  these  means  ot  obtaining  rewards  U 
tlVrte  entitled  to  them,  we  are  persuaded 
(here  is  not  any  danger  that  the  Resident 
lissioners  will  not  possess  the  chief 
influence  which  they  certainly  ought  to 
b«e  in  the  Docl;  Yards ;  and  we  do  not 
think  that  the  power  of  bestowing  them 
can  be  placed  more  properly,  or  more  safe- 
'v,  rtwn  with  the  board. — The  following 
instructions  are  what  we  think  it  necessary 
B  give  lo' this  officer:  [Here  follow  the 
■■  -ions  for  the  Resident  Commissioners 
's  Dock  Yards.] 


these  instructions  seemed  t 
call  for  our  first  attention. 

BastM*. 

Jim*  roHHYCn 

HOOC-K  CaRTU 

W.  SHmmvt. 


<  Hi: 


AlllltlOSK 

rr  of  Naval  llevisa 
June  !,(!».  lHo;,. 


«i-ui;T  nioMiHtcnMJHir 
TO  DM<<  IV  AKTICLt'.* 
.vim  Ai-alNST  UKNUY  L< 
WIl-ViLI-X.    I'lll  (AIM  T.U 

">■  I'DJiJiOii  +111    M.1KCII, 

.it  Cusnmiiioe  aptpninled  ti 
il-sui  linpeticjjiiifut  again 

\  .-c.  Melville  ;  ami  win.  i 
id  >■'  report  such  further  n 
have  come   to   their  kna< 

them,  with  respect  to  tin;  < 
said  Lord  Vise.  Melviile.t 
that  he  held  the  Office  ot 
hi=  Majesty*!  Navy;  have 
following  Ueport. 

ed  to  the  house  several  arlicl 

against  Henry  lord  vise 

which  they  considered  it  the 

pare  without  delay,  upon  th 

applied  themselves  lo  the  fur 

of  the  matters  contsint 

U,  and  having  obtained 

materia!  information  which 

raeut  of  your  committee  wil 

essary  to  prefer  an  additiona 

litionffl   articles   of   impeacl 

lord  Melville,  they  think  it  i 

iuusly  to  submit  the  same  tc. 

if  the  house.— Tht-  ait< 

ttee  has  been  particuhi 

fi.UOO/.  in  which 


iself  to  bflindebti 
r<y  office,  when  Mr.  Trolistt 
pointed  paymaster  in  Juu. 
when,  and  lor  what  purptuai 

10.000/.  originally  came  into 
of  lord  Melville,  is  left  by  t 
fericil  to  vour  committee  wh< 
It  was  manifest  that  it  must 
ceived  by  lord  Melvill.',  pru 
poiti'.iiit'itt  of  Mr.  Tro!L..-r ; 
mer  paymaster  (t ho  late  Mr. 
)  executed  that  oflii  V  di  i 
oflurd  Melville'*  tirilttwin 
much,  of  the  second  u  pre'..; 
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lei's  appointment;  your  committee  thought 
it  expedient  to  call  tor  and  inspect  all  s 
books,    papers,    and  accounts  of  the  ]at<- 
Mt.  Douglas,  relating  to  the  navy  pav  ut- 
ile*, aa  could  be  produced  In  them.     Ma- 
ny of  these  were  found  in  the  possession 
of  his  widow,  and  tlie  examination  of  them 
has,  in  the  estimation  of  your  committee, 
brought,  to  light  very  important  matter  . 
the  truth  of  which  is  confirmed  tw  informa- 
tion derived  from  other  sources— it  is  al- 
ready known  to  the  house  that  lord  Mel- 
ville was  first  appointed  treasurer  of  ilit 
navy  on  the  19th   of  Aug.  1782,  and   thai 
by  a  warrant  dated  the  23d  of  Out.  1Tb?. 
faia  salary  was  increased  to  the  net  sum  of 
4,000;.,  "in  full  of  all  wages  and  fees,  and 
**  other  profits  and  emoluments  theretofore 
**  enjoyed  by  other  treasurers  of  the  navy." 
—It  now  appears  that  lord  Melville  on  the 
tOth  of  Aug.  1788,  (the  day  after  he  first 
entered  upon  his  office)   constituted  Mr. 
Andrew  Douglas  his  paymaster;  mid  that 
on  the  same  day  Mr.  Douglas  paid  to  the 
account  of  lord  Melville  at  his  bankers, 
Messrs.  Drummonds,  the  sum   of  1,000/. 
But  as  this  advance  seems  to  have  been 
made  to  lonl   Melville  from  the  private 
funds  of  Mr.  Douglas,  it  is  here  noticed 
by  your  committee  only  to  explain  in  p 
the  subsequent  transactions.— Your  co 
inktee    find,  that  until   the  6th  of  N 
1782,  all  the  money  issued  from  the  etc 
quer  to  the  treasurer  of  the  navy  for  11 
services,  was  regularly  paid  upon  his 
count  as  treasurer  of  the  navy  to  the  batik 
of  England,  whose  clerks  appear  to  hi 
attended  at  the  exchequer  to  receive 
On  the  6th  of  Nov.  17*2,  this  course 
proceeding  seems  to  hate  been,  for  the  first 
time,  departed  from,  there  having  been 
that  day  45,000/.  issued  from  the  e\che<ji 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  navy  for  naval  str 
cei,  of  which  sum  only  40,000/.   was   pi 
to  his  account  at  the  bank,  the  remai 


1,000/,  being,  by  the  treasurer's  order,  d 
posited  by  the  paymaster  in  an  iron  cbe; 
then  kept  in  the  office  cash  room,  ai 
called  by  him  the  treasurer's  iron  cbei 

J~ On  the  S2d  of  the  same  month  the 

lum  of  60,000/.  was  issued  from 
exchequer  to  the  treasurer  of  the  r 
ef  which  only  47,000/.  was  paid  tc 
account  at  the  hank,  the  remaining  3,000/. 
being  placed  as  before  in  the  inn 
ehest.— On  the  19th  of  Dec.  1782,  1 
.  further  issue  of  03,8:30/.  fo.  10</.  was  madi 
from  the  exchequer  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
»(wy  ;  Of  which  only  <J0,830/.  61.  lOd. 


paid  to  hit  at 

ing  ",000/.  being  i 

the  iron  cheat.-— C 

1  was  lie  post  tc 

further  sum  of  5,0 

ived  from  the 

lis*s  e.i-treasurersh 

advance  to  that  a 

made   to  that  ex- 

Melville's  account 

with  a  minute 

30th  of  Nov.  178S 

nto  this  iron  ches 

au.  1783,  stand  t 

183.  Nov.  i.  From  t 

2'.!.  Fromd 

Iicr.19.  Fromd 

763.  Jan.  a.  Prom  1 

How  this  sum  1 
the  treasurer  of  tt 
ces  and  by  his  orde 
instead  of  being  li 
hi  the  first  instanc 
explained  by  the  ac< 
Douglas.— By  the* 
ItthofXov.  1782 
deposit  iti  the  iron 
bluster,  deliver 
his  receipt,  5« 
day  2,000/.  more, 
month  1,000/.  niori 
livered  by  him  to  li 
25th  the  further  si 
19th  of  Dec.  folloa 
of  1,000/.  and  of. 
vered  by  the  pay'm 
of  lord  Melville,  u| 
With  the  former  s 
ting  the  particulars 
appears  to  have  at ' 

with  lord  Melville; 
1783,  there  remaii 
5,500/. ;  from  we) 
was  on  that  day  tab 
licoe  (then  deputy ; 
office  payments,  I* 
sidue  of  only  2,50(1 
residue  was,  on  ti 
delivered  by  Mr.  D 
upon  his  receipt.— •( 
so  deposited  in  I  fie 
therefore  that  onljf 
paid  out  for  naval  f 
ants,  the  remaiuini 
paid  to  lord  Melvjl 
under  ;   viz. 
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K.  Nor.  1 1 .  From  tbe  chat  to  tort  M* 


12.  Ou. 

22.  D... 

95.  Do. 

Dec.  IS.  m 


una 

1,0(10 
3,000 
1,000 
3,000 
2,300 


S3.  April 5,  J (u,      ... 

Making  M  the  Whole     ,£l3,0on 

which  sum  of  13.000/.  lord  Melvilli 
us  stood  indtbted  to  die  public  on  tin. 
b  of  April,  I7s3.— On  the  10th  of  that 
with  lord  Melville  resigned  his  situation 

treasurer  of  the  navy,  without  uavhij 
icbarged  any  part  of  that  debt,  and  le* 
ig  tlie  balance  of  his  treasurer's  accoun1. 
the  bank  deficient  to  the  amount  of  the 
uresaid  sum  of  13,000/.— On  the  Jltli  of 
iril,  1783,  four  days  after  his  resignation, 
«  deficiency  was  further  increased  bv  a 
ift  drawn  on  that  day  by  Mr.  Douglas, 
an  the  then  ex-treasurer  ship  account  at 
i  bank,  for  10,000/.  which  though  made 
fable  to  Mr.  Jellicoe  or  bearer,  was  not, 
it  appears,  delivered  to  Mr.  Jellicoe, 
!  was  paid  to  lord  Melville,  upon  his  re- 
nt; making  the  deficiency  in  hiseN-trea- 
Prship  account  at  the  bonk,  or,  in  oilier 
rds,  his  debt  to  the  public,  amount  to 
©00/. — And  accordingly  it  is  found,  at 

end   of  the  same  month,  viz.  30th  of 
ril,   1713.  the  office  balance 
iuit  Icrd  Udlv.lle  ,«s     -     -     ^89,-tOS   1 
I  Hip  bank  sallnca  in  his  Kit  our 
i1)' 66,408   I 


I  by 


iSfiOQ     0 


'he  whole  of  this  23,000/.  appears  to 
e  remained  due  from  lord  Melville  un. 
he  a*thot"Jnne,  1(83,  when  the  nsdtw- 

of  jt  was  begun  by  a  payment  of 
10/.  made  by  Mr.  A.  Gray  (a  clerk  in 
navy  pay  office)   lu  lord  Melville'-,  cx- 

Borersbip  account,    at   the  bank. 

ween  that  time  and  the  31st  of  July, 
i,  several  similar  payments  were  made 
ilr.  Cray,  and  bv  a  comnim-iul  Louse 

trading  under   the   llrm  of  Mure  auc! 


the 


DO/,   and   reducing    the    debt   of   lord 
rille   from    23,000/, 
»and  sums  of  these  payments  will  be 
:o<mt: 


in  the  folio* 


Lord  Melville 


L.  VI.  Appmdii 


■S't; 


cs*.BT0wy  1,0 


From  the  Slst  Julv,  17«S 

lord  Melville's  rt-appointmcnl 
in  Jan.  I  "Si.  lie  remained  Inrl 
account  of  his  ex-t  return  arable 
i"  the  above  sum  nf  7,B(n>/,  ai 
tion  of  it  took  place  until  i 
March,  I7B*,  when  a  sum  of 
drifwn  out  from  hi*  then  fteoi 
ship  account  nt  the  bank,  and  i 
credit  there  in  the  account  of 
c*-treasurershit>.  On  the  "24 
I7S4,  trie  sum  of  1,000/.;  on 
June,  178-1,  the  snm  of  1,50 
the  first  of  March  1785,  anoi 
1,500/.  were  in  like  manner  ti- 
the bank  from  the  account  of 
to  that  of  the  firut  treasureniuip 
viTIe,  making  in  the  whole  ti.tiC 
ducing  the  deficiency  in  the  bi 
o!  his  first  treasurefuhip  to  I 
1,f»O0/.  but  at  the  same  time  t 
of  b',000/.  in  the  bank  balanei 
eond  treasurerdiip;  90  that 
amount  of  the  public  irtonev  1 
lord  Melville  from  the  bank, 
spect,  stdl  remained  the  same  ; 

It  appears,  however,  that  i 

time,  on  the  i'Olh  of  Aug.  17W4 
glas,  the  paymaster,  drew  from  1 
of  Hie  second  trrasurership  at  tl 
sum  of  2,000/.  for  the  use  of  tor 
and  on  the  95th  of  Hay,  I7fi; 
transaction  took  place  to  the  sw> 
by  which  means  lord  Melville  bet 
d.'iy  indebted  tir  the  account  of 
nih.tp  at  the  bank  as  well 
ol'o'.liOO/.  before  slated  to  have  I 
feirod  from  it  to  the  account  » 
trt-Ksurerslilp.as  in  thesumof4,C 
1  it  for  private  ut-e,  making  U 

of  10,000/.-. The  whole  I 

of  10,1100/.  and  also  the  sum  of  1 
to  the  account  of  the  first  tret 
con  tinned  unpaid  by  lord  Mel 
the  nib  of  October  1785,  when  tl 
deficiency  was  reduced  to  9,o> 
payment  of  1,000/.  (ihen  due  to 
ville  for  a  quarter's  salary)  beinf 
the  account  of  the  second"  I reasnr 
the  bank.  From  that  time  until 
derrth  of  Mr.  Douglas,  in  Dec.  1 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Trotter  fr 
Jan.  17H0",  the  deficiency  1 
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unaltered,  and  tl:ere  was  due  from  lord 
Melville  to  tht  public  1,(100/.  in  respect  of 
his  rim,  tjrex-:reasurership,and  9»00O/.  in 
respect  of  hi^  second  treasurer  ship,  making 
together  the  sum  of  10,6*00/.  Upon  this 
Mbtemeut  ;t  is  evident  that  lord  Melville 
had  in  bis  hands*  when  Mr.  Trotter  was 
appointed  pa  v -master,  10,000/.  of  the  pub* 
he  niuuev,  which  had  been  withdrawn 
from  the  bank;  and  that  the  sum  of 
10,000/.  which  lord  Melville  told  Mr. 
Trotter  was  due  from  him  to  the  account 
of  the  second  treasurership,  was  not  a  debt 
arising  rrom  any  specific  sum  taken  from 
that  or  the  former  treasurership,  but  was, 
with  the  addition  of  600/.  the  undischarged 
residue  ot'  :27,000/.  taken  by  him  at  seve- 
ral times  from  the  public  money ;  23,000/. 
of  it  being  originally  taken  from  the  issues 
to  the  first  treasurership,  and  the  remain- 
ing -t,iXH.\'.  being  taken  from  those  made 
to  the  second. — At  what  times,  and  under 
what  circumstances,  the  sums  composing 
this  £7.000/.  originally  came  into  the  pos- 
session of  lord  Melville,  your  committee 
ha\e  t:ius  been  able  to  ascertain.  For  what 
further  purposes  they  were  withdrawn,  and 
what  uses  lord  Melville  afterward*  made 
o;  :hecn,  they  cannot  in  every  particular  at 
present  fully  sute  to  the  h^use.  But  a 
part  is  found  to  have  been  p aid  to  lord  Mel- 
ville's private  account  zl  his  bankers, 
Messrs.  Drummouds,  and  1,000/.  to  have 
been  applied  on  the  19th  of  Drc.  17S2,  in 
repayment  of  the  sum  before  stated  to  have 
been  advanced  to  his  lordship  by  Mr. 
Douglas  the  day  alter  his  rirst  appoiutment 
to  the  o trice.  Other  sums  appear  to  have, 
formed  items  01  account  between  lord 
Melville  and  Mr.  Grav,  wiio,  as  a! read v 
observed,  was  «i  clerk  in  the  navy  pav-of- 
nee,  and  uas,  as  your  committee  are  in- 
formed, in  the  f.equenc  nab:t  of  making 
pecuniary  advances  to  lord  Melviiie. — The 
application  oi  ihc  lar^c  *jm  of  10,000/. 
which  *as  withdrawn  on  ;he  14th  of  April, 
17 S3,  by  a  draft  in  favour  of  Mr.  Jelkcoe, 
vcuv  committee  have  been  able  to  trace; 
and  it  appears  to  have  been  used  by  lord 
Melville  as  a  loan  to  the  house  of  Muir 
aud  Au:a»on,  *uh  whom  he  kept  an  ao? 
count,  anu  who  appear  to  have  been  at 
that  :i::»e  in  need  ut  assistance.  This  ad- 
vance will  be  found  to  have  beer,  more  than 
di*c harmed  before  the  end  oi  tl;ree  months, 
by  ue  repayments  made  by  that  house  on 
li:e  Tth  and  ISth  J^v.  17*;*.  to  lord  Mei- 
yille's  ex-trea$.:rershiy»  account  a;  the  bank. 
— Tut  u>e  made  of  some  of  the  smaller 


sums  wil 
yet  disco 
ed  with • 
laid  befi 
that  the 
were  pti 
sion  oft 
as  to  adi 
stances] 
voured  t 
them  to 
ther  arti 
prefer™ 

No.  1.- 
Book  I 
las,  & 
the  fir 
Mctvk 
his  sea 
(kceat 

The  Rig) 
vocals 
Hiss* 

1782. 

Aug.  10.  ' 
1 
1 

Sept.  23.1 
1 
1 

Nov.  6.    '. 


1 


Sept.  10. 


Nor.  22. 


n     • 


1 


Dec.  19-' 


I 


Remains] 

'  "4 

No.  2.- 

Rt.  Hoi 
Navy, 

roonj. 

Nov.  6.  \ 

1 

4 
Kov.  10,, 
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Nov.  13.  Delivered  to 
tba  1r.  per  hli 

receipt  K000    0    0 


-Article*  of  Impeachment  against  te 


Remain 

52.  Delivered  to  the  treasurer 
per  bis  receipt       -     .     - 

■fta 

1000 

0  0 
0    0 

C5.    I-odged  in  the  iron  (-host 
by  the  treasurer's  order, 
part  of  this  day's  receipt 
for  the  use  of  the  navy  at 

3090 

b  l 
0    0 

4500 
3000 


Lodged  in  the  iron  chest, 
part  of  tliii  day's  receipt 
at  the   Encbcq.   for  the 


("ielivercJ  tn  Ihe  treasurer 


per  hii  receipt 

-  00.  The  above  state  was  thie 
<1»y  delivered,  signed,  to 
the  treasurer,  the  remain- 
ing balance  agreed  in     - 


3500     0 
3000    0 


.  Lodged  in  thr.  iron 
reived  from  tr  ' 
Bliss,   forjil 


from  "so 

■or  like  sa 
slPUm 


Delivered  to  Mr 

Iuiij.nl!    lilt     "If 

mrm  ]*r  bit  m 

IhdtKTcd  Id  the! 

thi«  remainder  si 


Total  borrowed  from  office 
June  W.  Paidharkby 

Mr.  Grey  100 
Jnty  7.     Paid  backby 

Mr.Alfcii.>oh  500 
II.   Puid  back  by 

Mr.  Ore*  1M 
-  13.  Paidharkby 

Mr.AtkiuSOO  CWM 
-31.   Paid  back  by 

Mr.Atkinso.i  2001 


No.  3. — Copy  of  another  Account  from  tlit  s< 
Abstract  State,  &c. 

ied  pi'r  anct.  of  this  date     -.      ...... 


Balance  p( 
1804. 
June  30.   I 


t  cash  Look  ti.ii  day  agreed 

inircribip     ■    -    ■    3108  It 
..urership      -     -     -  2(1343     7 


1783. 

Julie  M.  By  Mr.  Grey  1000 

July  7.      By   Mr.  At- 

kinson     -     5000 

19.  By  Mr.  Grey  1400 

.    .   By    Mr.  At- 
kinson     -      6000 

31.  By   Mr.    At- 

kiMon     •      2000 

1784. 

June  30.  Unpaid  remainder 

Unpaid  remainder  ai  abort 
In  Bank,  per  bank  book  tbi 
Agreed  1st  tnraaurershlp 

3d  treasuts  rship       * 


»W.  4,  5 

Mthili 


}.  Statements  of  the  Monthly  Balances  remaining  i 
etuurer  of  t/ie  Kaca,  and  accounting  for  the  Deficient 
re  found  amongst  Mr.  Douglas's  Papers. 
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No.  4.— &afe  of  the  Balances  in  the  Bank,  in  the  second  Treasurership  of  the  Rigkt  tin* 

Henry  Duwits,  June  30,  1/84. 

Paymaster's  branch 4281    0    0 

Cashier's            do.          -  13414    0    9 

Victualling        do 8648    6    8 


26343 


-I- 


Ca*bm£auk  -       -        -       -    21943    *    5 
Transferred  at  sundry  times  to  1st 
Vmbp 4500    0    0 


£.  26343 


7    5 


No.  5-— State  of  the  Bank  Account  in  th$ 

Treasurers.hip  of  tie  Right  Hon.  ficOQf 

Dnndas,  March  31,  ISO*. 
Paymasters  branch  -    -    -    -    £.  5972  16    4 

Cashier's        do. 22192  19     7 

Victualling  do.  .....    -     15352  10    9 

Exd.  p'  F.  Cooke.       *    -    -    -    43518    6    9 

In  Bank    -    -    35518    6    $ 
Sundry  transfers  from 

this  to  the  1st  tvshp. 

vide  account  ai  30 

June,  1784     -    -    4*00    0    0 
Transfer  from  this  to 

1st  trshp.onlsf  inst  1500 


No.  6, — State  of  the  Bank  Account  in  the  H 
Treasurcrship  uf  the  ltigfa  Bon,  Henry 
Duxdas,  May  si,  17 tt* 

Paymaster's  branch  ...    -     .£.19832  16  4 

Cashier's  '     do 54773  19  11 

Victualling    do.  -----    -    1335*  18  9 


0    0 


■-^^ 


Exd.  p»  F.  Cooke.  -    -    -    -     .£.87959    7 


Draft  on  the  Bank  of  20  Aug.  last  - 


6000    0    0 
2000    0    0 


•£.43518    6    8 


.£.77959 

7 

0 

la  Bank 

6000 

0 

0 

Sundry  transfers  from  this  to 
'  (M  accmnnt ;  vids  accountof 
31  March  1784*. 

2000 

0 

0 

Draft  on  the  Bank  of  20  Aug. 
1784. 

2000 

0 

0 

Draft  on  the  Bank  of  25  May, 

■  • 

178& 

,£.87959    7    0 


*  This  date  is  evidently  a  mistake ;  it  should  be 
1 1785,  as  appears  by  the  preceding  acjoount,  No.  5. 

No.  7» The  following  Account  is  extracted  from  the  Books  of  Mure  and  Atkinson, 

Dr.  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  in  Accot.  Currt.  with  Mare  and  Co.  Cr. 

1780.  Apr.  ToBalce.ofCol.Duodas's  1782.  Sept  10.  By  cash  reed,   from 

acct. .£.634  18    0.  JL  ^tkinson 3900   0  0 

1781.  May  31.  To  ca:h  paid  his  dft.  Nov.  16.  By  do.  reed,  from  R.  A.'s 

dated  22d  inst. 300    0    0  dft.  on  Smith  and  Co.      -     -    -2002  11   3 

Au^.  20.  l-o  do..pd.  his  dft.  to  Mr.  1783.  Apr.  17.  By  do.  teed,  from  him  10000  8  0 

Spottiswopd      - 500    0    Q  "   A 

Dec.  3.  To  do.  p<l.  do.  t#  Jas.  »w- 

bigging -     -     -     300    0     O 

1782.  Jan.  28,  T*dq.  p4-  da  to  do.      5Q0    (|    1) 
June  15.  To  do.    pd.    Mr.  $ell  4ft. 

0 


dated  1  lth  inst.      --.-.-  1200 
Jul?  30.  To  do.  p4.  Ph.  Pwriai'ftbiU 

toG.  Urquhart 113.18    9 

Aug.  5.  Todapd.hiadfrtoW.BeU  100    0    0 

12.  To  do.  pd.  him     -     -    -     -  10O    Q    0 

21.  ?o  do.  p4  Ph.  Qundas's  dft.  30    0    0 

31.  To  do.  pd.  do.  bill  to  J.  and 

D.  Webster      ----.-  182    0    0 
Sept.  17.  To  ck>.  pd.  H*  Oftfe,  to  W- 

Bell  -.,, 200    0    O 

26.  Todo.pd.fe4ft.to!ftUs»n4 

Rannie *  50©    Q    0 

28.  Todo.pd.dabiUViW.iM  3QQ    J*    Q 

Oct.  15.  To  da  pd.  do.  dft,  fe$t  W* 

Forbes  and  Ca 500    0    0 

19.  To  dp.  pd.  do.  to  W.  Bell   -  500    0    0 

Nov.  29.  To.  .int.  on  Col.  Dundas's 

acct.  to  11th  Sept.  last    -    -    -  130  14    4 

To  cash  for  balance  pd*  bim  -  U    0-   7 

1783.  Jan.  47.  to  do.  pd.  him  -  -  -  400    0    6 

Apr.  30.  To  do.  pd.  fcapt.  Dtmdas 

dft.  dated  19th  inst,    -    -    -    •  600    0    0 


19.  By  do.  reed,  from  A.  Gray     936   0   0 
May  16.  By  do.  reed,  from  Col.  Dun- 
das    - 600  o  a 

June  12.  By  bills  reed,  from  him  on 
Coutts  and  Co.  viz. 
Due  20  July  -    -    -    2000     0    0 
50    —    -    -    -    2000     0    0 

9  Aug. .    -    -    2840    0    0 

'  6840  0  0 


, 


.  PA PF-RS. —Firtt  Rqorttfti* 


him  the  mm 

-   -' -   -   -  «C  0  6 

.  ML  <Ui  e*  i  to 

........     400  v  0 

i.  pd.  C«  Eub  on  hit 

JijOO  0  0 

I .  To  Ax  pd.  do.    -    -    ■    •  cot«  0  4 

i...  |..U  it.i «000  0  II 

do.  pd  aft.  to  Mr.  Bell     300  0  4 

I.  To  .iu-  pd.  bin    -    -  3000  D  0 
|.  To   bill!   payable  for 

IWtbill WO  9  0 

To  balance    -    -    140  0  0 

£.  •t*H  II  8 


_ 


XPORT  or  THE  COMMIMIOX- 

IIT1RT    F.\yl'IUY.    APPOINT- 
ACTOFTHE    45TJI    YfcAK    OF 
I    SEIOX    Or    III1    VKESKNT   MiJI'.SIT, 
»r>.  4/ ;    IHTITULED, 
■  Act  to  appoint  ( !i unmis sic ner*  to  en- 
l«*ire  and    examine    ioU)    Hie    Public 
'  Expenditure,    aud    the    Conduct  of 
•Public  Business,  iu  the  Military  De- 
**  partmeiits  therein  mentioned;  and  to 
"  report  such  Observations  as  shall  oc- 
o  thetn  for  correcting  or  prevent 
■  Ing  any  Abuses  and  Irregularities,  ant: 
"  r  the  better  conducting  and  rnaua 
jng  the  Business  of  the  said  Depart- 
in  W." 


Re  or 

CENE 
*ICE 


CCOL' 


which 


HE  act  from  which  we  derive  oi 
lintment,  received  the  royal  assent 
■ll  of  June  lust;  but  ct  re  u  Instances, 

is  needless  to  state,  prevented  on 
ceding  on  the  duties  imposed  on  t 
1*  the  beginning,  of  the  following  ti 
-Onr  first  object  of  del  ibe  rati  on  « 
k  on  the  department  with  which  to 
ence  our  labours;  for  although  the 
lure  had  been  sufficiently  explieit  i 
eratmg  the  subjects  of  uur  enquir 
id  not  dirrrtfd  ilie  course  and  order  of 
lem.  A  variety  of  lonMik'ralions  deter- 
ined  us  to  begin  with  enquiring  into  tht 
induct  of  the  Barrack  department.  Ii 
as  known,  that  it*  expenditure  had  been 
try  great,  and  that  its  ope  rail 
sen  various  and  exceedingly  e: 
Rt  that  no  scrutiny  Imd  been  im 
t conduct,  except  by  ihfl  select  committee 


of  the  bouse  o(  c 
1737.  to  cnuniiM-  i 
ture :  who,  in  their 
result  of  their  ruqi 
rnent;  but  the  race 
did  not  permit  tbat 
an  opinion  on  the  | 
cy  of  th«  regulatioi 
then  conducted,  ore 
for  its  future  cot 
therefore,  it  d>0err> 
departments  euun 
was  known,  too,  tl 
cey,  by  whom  the  i 

e  ten  year 


■  >.U  e 


which  mi  flu  1 
it.  had  been  lately 
of  his  health,  to  n 
rack-mas  ter-genera 
stood,  that  the  ac 
office  were  greatly 
among  the  reasons 
a  selection  of  the  1 
the  first  subject  of 
entered  on  this  en 
wish  to  justify  thee: 
have  been  formed 
jud  having  divided 
lowing  heads;  viz 
the  Barrack  Oftii 
Stores;  the  Build 
Accounts; — we  lie 
ourselves  to  obtain 
tion  on  each  of 
been  matter  of  sate 
have  made  such  a  | 
brandies,  as  woul 
form  a  correct  jiulj 
relates  to  them,  at 
in  one  report:  bul 
felt  that  this  could 
We  we  fully  einp> 


tUJ 
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(ctvt 


statute,  to  obtain  all  the  information  we 
may  think  fit  to  require,  and  every  docu- 
ment which  we  have  hitherto  wanted  from 
the  Barrack  and  other  offices,  has  been 
readily  furnished ;  nor  have  we  found  any 
unwillingness  in  any  person  whom  we  have 
examined,  to  answer  every  question  which 
we  have  thought  proper  to  propose ;  but 
we  were  so  little  conversant  with  some 
parts  of  the  subject,  (particularly  with  that 
which  relates  to  Buildings,  in  which  it  ap- 
peared that  nearly  half  of  the  great  sums 
issued  to  the  late  Barrack- master-general 
bad  been  expended,)  and  we  sustained  so 
considerable  a  check  to  our  proceedings,  in 
the  sudden  death  of  our  active  and  valu- 
able colleague  colonel  Beckwith,  that,  al- 
though we  have  collected  a  great  quautity 
of  information,  we  confess  we  have  not  yet 
obtained  such  a  comprehensive  view  of  the 
whole  subject  as  would  justify  us  in  giving 
a  decided  opinion  on  the  conduct  which 
bas  been  observed,  or  on  the  regulations 
which  may  be  wanted  in  every  branch  of 
the  Barrack  department. — Having,  bow- 
ever,  made  such  progress  in  our  investiga- 
tion into  what  relates  to  the  Accounts  of 
the  late  Barrack-master-general,  as  to  see 
the  great  embarrassment  in  which  they  are 
involved,  and   the    pressing  necessity  of 
some  prompt  and  effectual  steps  being  adopt- 
ed to  accelerate  their  final  settlement,  we 
have  thought  it  our  duty,  without  inter- 
rupting our  enquiries  into  the  other  branches 
of  the  department,  to  select,  The  Accounts 
of  the  late  Barrack- master-general;  and, 
The  Impediments  which  have  arisen  in  au- 
diting them,  as  a  subject  which  appears  to 
us  of  sufficient  moment  to  deserve  an  im- 
mediate and  distinct  report;  more  especi- 
ally as  our  attention  is  particularly  directed 
by  the  act  to  any  delay  which  may  have 
arisen  in  auditing  the  public  accounts,  and 
as  those  of  the  Barrack  department  are 
connected  with  transactions  which  call  (in 
our  opinion)  for  immediate  notice.  We  might 
add,  that  these  accounts  embrace  a  period  of 
12  years,  from  1792  to  1804,  and  the  particu- 
lars of  an  expenditure  to  the  amount  of  up- 
wards of  9,000,000/, ;  that  10  years  have 
been  occupied  in  official  discussions  re- 
specting the  form  and  place  of  examina- 
tion; and  that  the  arrangements,  which 
have  been  ultimately  made,  appear  to  us 
to  be  insufficient  to  accomplish  their  set- 
tlement in  any  moderate  space  of  time. 
To  detail  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  these  accounts,  will  not  perhaps  be 
required  of  us;  provided  we'  state  those 


which  are  most  prominent*  and  ate  suffi- 
cient for  a  correct  comprehension  of  the 
subject.  With  this  view  we  propose,  1. 
To  epitomize  the  History  of  the  Establish' 
ment  of  the  Barrack  department:  2.  To 
state  the  mode  of  receiving  and  issuing  men 
ney  for  Barrack  services,  and  the  balanced 
in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  and  others; 
which  will  lead  to  some  observations  oft  the 
state  of  the  Books  of  Account  in  the  bar- 
rack-office: 3.  To  enter  into  some  detail 
respecting  the  immediate  causes  of  the  de- 
lay which  bas  arisen  in  auditing  the  late 
Barrack-master-general's  accounts ;  and, 
lastly,  To  suggest  such  measures  as  appear 
to  us  best  calculated  to  afford  a  speedy  re- 
medy. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THB 
BARRACK   DEPARTMENT. 

Before  the  present  Barrack  department 
was  established,  Barracks  were  built  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  by 
whom  also  they  were  supplied  with  bedding 
and  utensils;  but  the  articles  which  were 
termed  Extraordinary,  were  under  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  Secretary  at  War.    This 
system  prevailed  until  the  middle  of  1792r 
when  the  situation  of  public  affairs  induced 
his  majesty's  ministers  to  give  orders  to 
build,  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  Cavalry 
Barracks  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom; 
and  col.  De  Lancey,  thendep.  adj.-gen.  to 
his  majesty's  forces,  was  requested  to  un- 
dertake the  arrangement  of  this  business. 
Col.  De  Lancey  accordingly  proceeded  to 
the  towns  pointed  out,  where  he  purchased 
or  hired  land,  and  settled  the  business  so 
as  to  be  executed  under  the  care  and  di- 
rection of  the  officers  commanding  regi* 
mehts  quartered  in  those  towns,  who  were 
to  correspond  with  the  secretary  at  war 
(sir  George  Yonge,  bart.)  on  the  subject 
and  to  draw  for  whatever  money  might  be 
necessary  for  the  buildings;  and  having 
done  this,  col.  De  Lancey  considered  that 
he  was  no  longer  responsible  for,  nor  con- 
nected with  the  business,  and  returned  to 
his  duty  as  dep.  adj.-gen. — This  measure 
of  govt*  was  no  sooner  public,  than  appli- 
cations were  made  from  different  towns  for 
Barracks,  and  as  these  papers  were  refer- 
red to  col.  De  Lancey,  he  made  out  a  gene' 
ral  arrangement  of  Barracks,  according  to 
the  customary  distribution  of  troops  in  tbff 
country,  in  order  that  govt,  might  judge* 
when  applications. were  received  for  Bar* 
racks,  how  far  it  was  or  was  not  expedient 
to  comply  therewith.    This  plan  was  laid 
before  ministers  by  the  secretary  at  war 
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_  i  Yoruje);  and  col.  De  Lancey 
I  orders  lo  carry  the  whole  thereof 

«-tli«te  txwgiion.  Tli it  happened 
irly  part  of  1793;  and  from  that 
,  orders  were  given  from  lime  lo 
>r  the  erection  of  Barracks,  both  per- 
(  and  tempurarv,  in  various  quarters 
*  kingdom. — Cot.  De  Lancey,  seeiug 
ntt  tbe  building  of  Barracks  was  going  on 
o  a  great  extent,  and  that  there  were  no 
■listing  regulations  to  govern  and  controul 
*e  system,  requited  and  ublaiued  an  au- 
ority  for  liU  proceedings,  in  a  letter  of 
rice,  dated  Jaw.  I,  17JB|  by  which  be 
i  appointed  Su  perm  tendant- general  ol 
trucks;  and  on  the  lot  of  May,  J/93,  a 
•arrant  was  issued  for  iheir  rentLiUOu. — 
"his  was  tbe  commencement  ol  ally  rcgu- 
T  arrange ii lent  respecting  the  new  Bar- 
cks;  but  a  more  particular  insight  into 
e  nature  of  the  business  convinced  cot. 
t  Lancey,  that  further  Regulations  were 
■olulely  necessary ;  and  on  the  SOtli  ol 
,  179*.  a  warrant  was  issued  by  his 
lesty,  countersigned  by  tlie  secretary  at 
r,  in  which  wa?  given  more  extensive  au- 
irity  to  cut.  De  Lancey,  who  was  now 
tppointfiil  lo  the  office  of  Barrack-master- 
leral  to  the  forces,  with  the  pny  of  21.  a 
f  on  the  establishment,  and  '21.  exlra-al- 
ice.  These  powers  were  soon  found  to 
ililale  uplink  privileiirs  which  had  been 

by  occasioned,  it  was, 
,hle  deliberation,  de- 
should  be  drawn  be- 
lienu;  inconsequence 
rant  was  issued  by  his 
signed  by  one  of  ihe 
principal  secretaries  of  state  on  the  241b.  of 
Marth,  \Jt)$,  d.  lining  the  powers  of  the 
Barrack  master-general,  and  those  of  the 
Board  of  UrdutMH* ;  under  which  warrant, 
lieut.-gen.  De  I.ancey  appears  lo  have 
acted  in  all  the  subsequent  transactions 
which  he  has  been  called  upon,  as  Barrack- 
master-yeneral,  lo  director  superintend. 
Wuol  or  kkclivixis  and  issl-iso  mo. 

M.V. 
From  the  time  that  col.  De  Lancey  was 
appointed    auperitenctant-genera]    of  Bar- 
racks, ill   llie  year  1/!):),   issues   of  money 
fcr  Barrack  services  ceased  to  be  made  to 
tBgunental  agents,  and  were   made  to  biin 
inteudaM  of  Barracks.     The  mode 
.1  in  making  these  issues,  was  this: 
iclaiy  at  war  directed  the  puymas- 
ral  tn  pay  lo  cot.  De  Laucey,  or  to 
arrack  agent  or  treasurer,  on  Ins  ac> 
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count,  sih.1i  sums  as  apj 
tlic  current  sim«';  < 
v.iiiced  by  llie  paynuuU' 
reeled  by  tbe  sccrotar 
ducted  from  tie  wmrn 
afterwards  issued  by  lb 
specific  expenditure, 
Afterwards,  in  I70i,  i 
tbe  sums  wanted  for 
author  wed,  were  given 
by  the  Uurrack-tn  aster 
crctary  at  war.  who,  ha 
in  hrt  official  esthatatta 
rid)  of  the- army  auuuaB 
in.  at,  diitcled  such  p< 
by  the  pay  master- gent 
lime,  as  niajoi-gtu.  [ 
for  by  official  requfaifio 
war's  letters  for  iltese  » 
pressing  that  llie  sums 
to  be  •'  deducted  out 
which  shall  be  gnuiet 
This  clause  dues  not,  i 
discbarge  the  BarracL 
any  responsibility  uulll 
ded  to  arc  granted;  am 
Uric,  When  granted,  d 
lenour.  Bui  llie  introdu 
is  noi  unusual,  (allhoug 
not  of  long  standing,)  a 
may  be  construed  to  im 
is  meant  lo  be  granted  ; 


the 


tele  of  ti 


der  the  authority  of  tli 
secretary  at  war,  which 
stance  would  have  beei 
the  C3d  sect,  of  his  maj 
regulation  of  Barracks,  c 
17;)5  j  in  which  it  is  e 
that  "  The  Barrack-ma 
from  time  to  time,  recei' 
uey  for  the  current  scrv 
upon  estimates  signed  I 
vercd  into  the  office  o 
war;  and  at  the  end  of  ■ 
make  up  and  deliver  inli 
general  Account  of  Ban 
for  the  preceding  twelve 
yearly  accounts  of  the 
matters,  and  the  accou 
sons  lo  whom  moneys  sh, 
within  the  period  on  bell 
department,  (for  ihe  pr 
and  accuracy  of  which, 
strict  conformity  lo  on 
shall  be  held  respomibh 
their  acquittances,  shall 
upon  which  the  said  gene 
be  passed,  and  warrants  : 


accordingly  for  our  royal  sign  manual. — 
The  money  thus  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Barrack    treasurer,   has    bren  drawn   out 
either  by  the  drafts  of  the  Barrack-master- 
generul,  or  moie  generally  by  bills   (ac- 
cepted according  to  the  course  of  the  of- 
fice) drawn  by  various  persons  for  services 
performed.     The  drafts  of  the   late  Bar- 
rack-mastcr-general  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  bubject  to  .any  controul,  and  the  first 
knowledge   which  the  accountant  had  of 
them,  was  from  the  treasurer's  book.     Of 
the  acceptances,  a  register  was  kept  in  the 
Barrack   office,  by   which  the   treasurer's 
book,  sent  weekly  to  the  Barrack  o nice,  was 
regularly  checked. — On  the  resignation  ot" 
lie ut. -gen.  l)e  Lancev,  in  Nov.  1804,  many 
new  regulations  were  introduced  into  the 
Barrack   department  by  the  lords  of  the 
treasury,  of  which   we  shall    take   notice 
hereafter;  and,  amongst  others,  the  office 
of  Treasurer  was  suppressed;  since  which 
change,  the  cash  has  been  kept  at  the  bank 
of  England.     At   the  period  of  suppres- 
sion (in  Feb.  180.5)  the  treasurer  had  in  his 
hands    16,814/.   lf)s.   Id.  of  which   sum, 
12,<)()()/.  was  paid  into  the  bank  by  him  on 
3 1st  Dec.  1804,  in  pursuance  of  the  order 
of  the  secretary  at  war;  2,31)8/.  2a.  6V.  part 
of  the  balance  of  4,814/.  1<M.  Jd.  was  paid 
into  the  bank  on  the  11th  of  Feb.  1806'; 
and  the  treasurer  informs  us,  that  he  wilj 
pay  in  the  remaining  sum  of  2, 4 1 67.  17*.  Id. 
as  soon  as  the  advance  of  1,467>/.  3s.  Qd. 
made  by  him   for  the  Artificers'  company 
at  Gibraltar,  shall  have  been  repaid  him. — 
During  the  time  Mr.  Greenwood  acted  as 
agent  or  treasurer  to  the  Barrack-office,  the 
balances  iu  his  hands  on  the  account  of  the 
late  Barrack-master-general  appear  to  have 
been  very  considerable,  varying  from  10  or 
SO  to  oO  and  60  thousand  pounds,  and  in 
tome  instances,  in  1S05,  to  have  amounted 
to  100,000/.;  the  accounts  have  fluctuated 
however  very  rapidly,  and  occasionally  the 
funds  have  been  wholly  exhausted,  and  the 
treasurer  in  advance.. — It  is  easy  to  ascer- 
tain  the   amount  of  the  balances  at  anv 
stated  periods,   but  it  would   be  a  work  of 
considerable  labour  to  determine  whether 
they  have   exceeded  a  just  and   prudent 
provision    for  the   payments  to  be  made 
within  any  limited  period.     We  entered  on 
this  investigation,  and  pursued  it  to  a  cer- 
tain exUnl;  but  we  have   not  deemed  it 
expedient  to  carry  it  through,  as,  whatever 
might  b».'  the  result,  it  could  produce  no 
practical    benefit.      The   Barrack-master- 
jiencral,  though  he  furnished  the  informa- 
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Mck-mntrn  tava  l*eo  penodVally  re* 
CMvcd,  and,  after  a  ceruia  degree  of  «•- 
Dwuaiiao,  the  balance*  hak*  bet;u  pan*: 
hat  the  jMxtKiaPmt  of  the  rUrrack-ufkc 
tbauka  ttuti  sM  these  accounts,  subacqurat 
la  Jum  'It,  IJtjMt  not  already  Itially 
aaamined.  must  undergo  a  In*l  rsan.ina- 
o  befc'TO  thry  tan  torm  a  part  ni  heuU- 
u  I>b  Lanr*yp*  account*.  Builder*  have 
Ketvad  parmenu  in  proportion  only  a? 
advanced.  Hut  ibt- accountant 
n  usMgn  no  tuiheient  nm«i  for 
t  unpt-rfect  alulr  ol  tbe  ledgers; 
: ;  if,  tint  w  taniul  hence  le-irn 
iv,  and  what,  balances  aft-  due 
o.  the  public,  trooi  atiy  persons  connected 
h  lilt-  lWmck  department.  We  are  in. 
utrd.  however,  la  think,  from  the  ntu>- 


-  Barrack  oibce,  ibat  (exclusive  of  the 
usurer s  tbe  Ha  track-master -gen  end  and 
agast    employed    id     the    purchase 
md  Supplies,  are  ti«  only  per- 
il la  whom  money  has  been  arjvaa*  ed  Hi 
Kb  mode  as  tu    render   It  prubable  that  it 
say  have  exooetfed  tbe  strvice  performed. 
k  i  issues  to  thin  agent,  and  the  stati  of 
",   have  engaged  our  atten- 
t,  and  will  be  noticed  in  a  future  report. 
e  ceased  to  he  employed   in  Sept.   ]  S04. 
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results  a  balance  doe 
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the  public  money  ;  since  this  appropriation 
must,  in  passing  his  accounts,  be  disallowed 
equally  with  any  other  charges  for  which 
no    voucher  nor    authority   is   produced. 
It  is  observable  that  lieut.-gen.  De  Lancey 
introduced  a  similar  charge  of  1/.  1a*.  per 
cent,  on  the  Barrack  expenditure  into  his 
early  accounts,  submitted  to  examination 
at  the  War-office  in  l7po  :  which  charge, 
from  the  year  I79*i    he  justifies  on  the 
ground  that  the  "  War-otiicc  had  charged 
him  with  large  sums  which  he  had  never 
received ;"  and  for  the  period  previous  to 
1794,  on  the  ground,   that  he  considered 
his  u  increased  responsibility  to  take  place 
"  from  the  commencement  of  his  account." 
But  the  fact  of  the  introduction  of  this 
charge  at  a  time  when  no   delay  had  oc- 
curred ;    its  being  afterwards    withdrawn 
from  the  accounts  which  were  passed  at 
the  War-offtee,  (withdrawn,  as  he  states, 
by   himself,  that  "  no  delay  might  have 
taken  place  in  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts, by  any  questions  arising ")  ;  and 
iiis  total  silence  on    this  subject  in    any 
communications  made  by  him  to  the  select 
committee  of  finance  in  1797 ^  tend  to  inva- 
lidate the  reasons  adduced  in  its  justifica- 
tion ;  and  lieut.-gen.  De  Lancey  not  shew- 
ing any  authority  for  this  charge,  amount- 
ing to  88,923/.,  we  are  of  opinion   that 
this  sum  should  be  added  to  hi*  acknow- 
ledged balance  of  6s6ol.  4s.  before  men- 
tioned, and  the  total  amount  repajfd  with- 
out delay  to  the   account  of  the  present 
Barrack-mastcr-geueral    at    the    bank    of 
England. — It  further   appears   to  us,  that 
there  is  an  error  in  lieut.-gen.  Do  Lancey  *s 
personal  account,    the  correction  of  which 
will  add  to  this  balance.     Lieut.-gen.  De 
Lancey  takes   credit  for  1570/.  1*.,    the 
amount  of  a  warrant  granted   him  by  the 
War-office  for  his  pay  and  allowances  for 
the  year  1793;  these  charges  are   already 
included  in  the  two  first  items  of  his  ac- 
count, and  amount  to  1,6*207.  10a.;  which 
credit   must    therefore   be  cancelled,  and 
added  to  the  balance ;  making  the  total  sum 
due  by  lieut.-gen,  De  lancey  to  the  public, 
97,415/,     The  appropriation  of  so  large  a 
sum  to  an  unauthorised  use,  and  especially 
of  so  great  a  proportion  of  it  in  the  last  10 
months  of  lieut.-gen.  De  Lancey 's  holding 
the  office  of   Barrack-imaster-general,  af- 
forded strong    grounds   (o  presume   that 
the    statements    given    in    by   the    Bar- 
rack-office, on    which    the  lords  of   the 
treasury  proceeded  in  the  issues  of  money 
tor  Barrack  services,  were  wt  tft<?  correct 


documents  we  should  have  expected  then 
to  be;  and  our  enquiries  have  justified 
this  presumption.  .The  current  service!  . 
were  provided  for  by  monthly  statement*, 
and  the  extra  or  unforeseen  services  by  . 
subsequent  requisitions  or  estimates ;  but 
the  existing  balances  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer  were  no  wherer  noticed,  nor  was 
any  allowance  or  deductiou  made  for  sums 
received  for  rent  of  canteens,  and  sale  of 
dung,  and  re-payments  to  a  considerable 
amount.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  how 
funds  have  been  found  to  answer  the  drafts 
of  lieut.-gen.  De  Lancey  011  his  personal 
account ;  and  by  reference  to  Mr.  Green- 
wood's  examination,  it  will  be  seen  in  what 
manner  a  part  of  the  sums  drawn  by  him 
in  the  years  1803  and  1804,  has  been  ap- 
propriated. The  allusion  of  lieut.-gen. 
De  Lancey  to  delay  in  passing  his  ac- 
counts, will  now  be  more  fully  explained. 
Wherever  the  blame  may  attach,  the  fact 
is  certain,  the  evil  is  great,  and  it  is  pro- 
portionably  important  to  provide  a  speedy 
remedy. 

CAUSES  OF  DEL  AT. 

In  conformity  to  the  23d  clause  of  his 
maj/s  warrants  for  regulation  of  Barracb 
above  recited,  which  directed  the  Barrack- 
master-general  to  deliver  into  the  office  of 
the  secretary  at  war  annually  a  general  ac- 
count of  Barrack  expenditure  for  the  pre- 
ceding V2  months,  col.  De  Lancey  (then 
become  a  major-general)  delivered  in  1795, 
into  the  office  of  his  maj/s  secretary  at 
war,  the  accounts  of  his  department  for 
179-\  1793,  and  to  2-Uh  June  1794.  The 
accounts  of  17*/i,  it  will  be  recollected,  re- 
late to  a  period  when  lieut.-gen.  De  Lancey 
does  not  consider  himself  as  responsible; 
the  payments  were  then  made  by  officers 
commanding  regiments  at  the  quarurs 
near  which  the  Barracks  were  erecting,  who 
drew  for  the  same  on  their  respective  regi- 
mental agents,  to  whom  moneys  were  ad- 
vanced by  thepaymaster-generai,  in  conse- 
quence of  particular  directions  from  the 
secretary  at  war ;  and  the  introduction  of 
these  payments,  viz.  48,6<Jl/.  7s.  6d.  into 
the  accounts  of  col.  De  Lancey,'  was,  by 
orders  from  the  secretary  at  war,  dated 
Sept.  17,  179*t  without  any  previous  com- 
munication with  col.  De  Lancey  on  the 
subject;  and  the  vouchers  for  these  expeo* 
ditures  wvere  at  the  same  time  directed  by 
the  same  authority  to  be  lodged  in  tbft . 
Barack-office.  These  accounts  of  thelatt*" 
Barrack-master-general  underwent  a  car* 
sory  examination  at  the  War-office  by  Mr. 


»!»»•■  1  I. :»:«.,  .i:.'i  ''nxtTt '■  nvi  v  i.-  .  ■  !.» -lai  w.u*  cmciir-i  i- 
t'je  ;ii.inii!if  hi"  which,  viz.  l,.">7'->/.  !  v.  nr:iv  of  the  secretary  a 
■:•  :\.  !>•'  I.a-.-rv  nciv.l  Sept.  11.  i«n"  !■.'■: tli'incut  in  that  oi 
;  and  t!i  ■«•■?  tor  th*1  t"*>l ;■»-■.  in li  vr.ir  ■  Mii:ni(  itii.n  the  auditor 
a!:i»  p:i-si-d  1«,"  ihf  >MTf'.ar\  at  v  .«.:■,  *  iv-mr!  than  to  repeat 
.  *ay<  I  iv  l»is  k-'.i-T  t  »r"  Nov.  :'i,    |s  i|,  I  1 7.l|f*»  their  tanner  dem.i 


large  sum?  having  been 
.t  became  their  duty  to 
account,  which  they  exp- 
livi  red  with  all  mnvi'iiic 


:n    )i  r.t.-^i  n.    i'»?  1/1111:0 v  i-  autho- 

to  i. h ;•.!£•.■  the  amount,    bohi^  .'J,.>I.V. 

'.  a:i;n-t  l!io  monr\- i  -ued    to    him 

•ouut  of  t':e  H  irrack  department ;  but 

aniiiiatioi:  nt  the  :i''i::'iuts  tor  the  ^c-i  the   receipt  of  the  sreo 

*-     i  * 

mil  e  of  the  liiir.'ack  depirtuunt  ap- 1  auditor-,   nuijor-^en.  l>t 

to     hive    be-i.   ^rpend-  J,    on    iW'j  himsrll*  to   the  *ccrctar\ 

\   that  t!:e-e  account-,  when  sctlS   1    eating  tl:o  preceding   co: 


ri'cpitsti"^  instructions  ! 
stating  that  his  accounts 


\V:ir-f  !!ice,  were  to  be  subject  to  the 
r  examination  of  the  co;i.mi:^iune!> 
riit  im  t !  j  ».  _*  J  uMic  U':c«Kints.  We  were;  part  oi"  the.  sum  mentiui 
is  'o  ha\e  ihi*  inatur  elucidated  l>v  m  the  w-ar-ohice,  m  ord« 
axle  Iiiiii-1  If:  but  on  ^ntpiiry,  we '  conformably  to  his  maj 
h!«inn«-dt  1 1  i : ■. t  til*:  -trite  oi  his  health  !  the  re 'illations  under  v 
not  p'T'e'.t  hs*  J,iin^  examined  bv  the  !  had  acted,  were  to  be  sot : 
:  and  as  his  succe-sor  can  throw  no  ■  :hat  he  might  be  hirni- 
u  th  •>  ^ubjeci,  all  we  cm  ascertain;  ?truction*,  from  the  ollio 
it  I'in'.M-ari  i.«.  the  examination  ol  |  his  accounts,  as  would  e 
;tn.  J>i- L  mc'-v  ;  who  therein  •'tate*.  |  cure  Mich  documents  us  l 
••  c\aii;i.i'-:"  of  armv  accounts,  when  '  hoping  t'uit  the  footing  o 
i  to  clo-e.  tin*  Birrack-oliuc  ae- .  be  placed  a.-  Harrack-nui 
th«'n  be  lore  him.  declined  proceed-  ■  with  respect  to  incurring 
jrei:),  -■■/.  i::j,  '*  he  would  not  settle'  the  passing  of  the  a  ceo  in 
count-  w!i«:e  hi*  operations  were,  accountants,  and  the  dc 
al  ;"  i-'id  h.  ■•■  romir.iMiCt?  the  delav  ■  bilitv  he  should  be  Mibio 

via  •" 

•barn.-.- :ii'  :.r<  in  the  auditing  ot'  the j to  their  expenditures,  n 
ariMck  -  ni.»  ■er-uenerai'-*   accounts, '  clearly   defined.       This» 
haw  p»vva.!<  -I  wi:h  lit  tie  alteration  j  April  ."i,  \7yii:  and  on  th- 

%.:\*  ■  •  :  '.' '    •    :  i  '.!      ■■:■•■»  ii*.  i;1  '-■  t:ii-n  •■■  c:Lt.::v  ;  t  war  f>I 
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warrant  for  regulating  the  Affairs  of  Bar-tterview  with  the  board  oti  this  subject  oq 
racks,  they  excused  him,  for  the  present,  I  Oct.   55,   1797;    on  which  occasion  hi 
under  those  instructions,  from  delivering  not  only  gave  a  personal  explanation  of 
his  accounts  into  their  office;  but  recom-lthe  matters  to  which  the  queries  related, 
mended   his  losing  no  time  in  delivering  but  requested  to  lay  before  the  board  it 
them  into  the  War-office  for  examination   history  of  the  nature  of  the  Barrack-de* 
in  the  manner  stated  in  the  warrant,  aud   partment  from    its   first    formation,  cod- 
in    obtaining    warrants  thereon,    without  ceiving  it  would  tend  to  expedite  the  set* 
which,  they  acquaint  him,  he  must  remain   tlement  of  his  accounts.     This  detail  *a 
an   insuper  accountant     The  requisition 
of  the  auditors  being  withdrawn,  major- 
gen.  De  I*ancey,  on  the  7th  of  July,  1796\ 
acquainted  the    secretary   at   war   there- 
with, informing  him  that  his  accounts,  to 
June  179"*i  wpre  already  in  the  War-office ; 
that  those  to  Dec.  1794,  were  ready  for  deli- 
very; and  that  those  for  the  year  1795,  were 
in  such  forwardness,  that  they  would  be  deli- 
vered inashort  time;  pressing  the  secretary 
at  war  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  have  the 
accounts  settled  with  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
sible, and  thereby  relieve  him  from  this 
great  additional  weight  of  responsibility. 
The  secretary  at  war  not  having  received 
(as  it  appears)  any  answer  from  the  treasury 
to  his  letter  of  April  7>  1796*  wrote  again  to 
their  lordships  on  the  29tb  of  August,  1796* > 
but  no  notice  seems  to  have  been  taken  of 
these  communications  until  March  1,  1797 ; 
when,  the  lords  commissioners  of  his  maj.'s 
treasury,  on  a  full  deliberation  on  the  subject 

(as  appears  by  their  lorJships*  minute  of  that 

date)   decided  that  the  auditor*  did  right 

in  calling  on  major-gen.  De  Lancey  to  de- 
liver his  accounts  into   their  office;  and 

directed  them  to  call  on  him  accordingly; 

which  the  auditors  obeyed  in  their  letter 

of  March  17,  1797f  requiring  major-pen. 

l)e  Lancey  to  give  in  his  accounts  to  their 

office  before  the  11th  of  April  following. 

To   comply  wiih  these  directions,  niajor- 

£?n.    De    Lancey   withdrew  his  accounts 

from  the  War-office,  where   they  had   re- 
mained nearly  two  years;  and  having  made 

up  his  accounts  as  superintendant  of  Bar- 
racks for  one  year,  from  Dec.  25,  1792,  to 

Pec.   54,    1793,   delivered    this    account 

into   the   auditor's  office  on   the   18th  of 

M*>"  1    J  797-     ^°   time  appears    to  have 

been  lost  in  commencing  the  examination 

of  this  account;  and  on  the  9th  of  August 

following,   the   observations    and    queries 

arising  thereon  were  sent  by  the  auditors 

to  major-gen.  De  Lancey  for  explanation. 

The  major-general,  thinking  a  conference 

with  the  auditors  respecting  these  queries 

would  save  much  trouble  to  the  auditors, 

as   well  as   to  all   persons  concerned  with    to 

Jiis  account*,  solicited  and  obtained  an  in-   an 


forwarded  to  the  auditors  011  Jan.  5,  17 
and  in  November  following,  the  major-go, 
sent  a  supplementary  account,  ex  pluming 
the  mode  by  which    the  Barrack  accounts 
were  examined  and  settled  at  the  Barrack- 
office,  and  describing  the  duties  of  the 
various  officers,  particularly  with  respect 
to  their  checking  and  controlling  the  ex. 
penditure.     In   May   1799#  ^he  auditors, 
having  in   the  preceding   April  received 
another  report  from  one  of  their  inspa- 
tors,   on  the  answers  of    major-gen.  De 
Lancey  to  the  observations  and  queries  on 
his  accounts,  requested  to  see  major-gee. 
De  Lancey   again  on   this  subject.    The 
difficulties   which  had    hitherto    impeded 
the  examination  of  the  Barrack  accounts, 
appear  chiefly  to  have  arisen  from  doubts 
respecting    the  powers   of    the   llarrack- 
master-general ;    and    from   the  accoouU 
before  the  auditors  ^containing  payments 
for  which  (according  to  the  usual  practice 
of  their  office)  the  persons  receiving  the 
same  would   be   declared  insupere.    But, 
understanding  from  the  explanation  givea 
by  major-gen.  De  I^ancey  at  the  la*t  inter. 
view,  May  3,   1795),   when   he  stated  tla 
mode  observed  in  his  ofticc,  'of  examining 
and  checking  the  general  expenditures  of 
his  department,  that  his  accounts  for  the 
subsequent  years  would  consist  of  complete 
vouchers  for  services  and  expenditure*  exa- 
mined aud  liquidated,   the  auditors,  on  the 
8th  of  May,  1 799,  consented  that  major-gen. 
De  Lancey  should  withdraw  his  accounts 
from  Dec. 25,  1792,  to  Dec.  24,  179-"5:_l»t 
they  at  the  same  time  desired  the  major- 
gen,  to  prepare  another  account,  including 
the  one  returned,  aud  continuing  it  tor  as 
many  subsequent  years  as  he  could  make 
it  up.     In  December  1800,  major-gen.  De 
Lancev  delivered  into   the  auditors  otiice 
his  accounts  made  up  in  the  new  torm,  tor 
the  years  1793,    179*,   ai"i    to  24th  Dec. 
179.5.     It  may  not  be  improper  here  to 
observe,  that  the  effect  produced  on  therf. 
accounts  by  the  adoption  of  the  mode  el 
making  them  up,  prescribed  by  the  audi- 
rs,  was  to  reuder  major-gen.  De  IawxJ 
1  apparent  debtor  for  983,331/.  \7s>U'} 
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when,  as  he  states,  there  was  nothing 
mure  in  the  hands  of  the  agent  than  what 
•aa  necessary  lor  the  current  service- 
This  balance  was  occasioned  by  the  rejec- 
tion of  all  sums  paid  on  account  of  Mr. 
vices  cot  whully  performed.  These  ac- 
counts were  submitted  ui  the  Inspectors  oi 
the  auditor's  office,  who,  on  Jan. 'JO,  IflOSt 
made  iheir  report  thereon  to  llM  board  ; 
the  purport  oi  which  was,  tli.it  the  queried 
which  had  arisen  on  the  accounts  when 
first  delivered,  were  done  away  by  subse- 
quent proceedings,  excepting  two,  relating 
tu  the  to  hi  mission  charged  bv  the  person 
employed  bv  the  11  a  rruck- master-genera) 
to  purchase  Barrack  supplies,  and  the  ne- 
cessity o(  [lie  IVnrruck-umsier-general  de- 
hvermg,  will)  his  accounts,  a  Store  account. 
On  these  subjects,  tlie  auditors  wrote  to 
lieut.-geu.  De  I-uncey  on  the  22d  Jan. 
'1'lie  first  point  appears  to  have 
sealed  *,  but  in  regard  to  ih< 
i  account,  the  auditors,  after  som. 
leffeetual  correspondence  on  the  so  hie*  t, 

me  to  a  resolution,  Fob.  17,  1  SO1?, That, 

i  order  to  enable  the  li arrack -ni a? te I'- 
ll to  pass  his  iiccounU  at  their  office, 

BUIt  be  supported  by  a  general  account 
' «  cash  and  stores  received  and  issued 

i  the  several  lUr rail- masters,  accom- 
panied bv  the  uec.-ssary  vouchers,  for  which 
ihc  fSiirr.u.-k.miiiler.yciieriil  was  considered 


tabk- 
the  audit 


office, 
torhieed  i 


This  de- 
other 


■:slcil  l! 


of  hi, 


■   5th   of  Ma. 

;l  nod  lh.-U.ieUar.ac 

.  the  nature  of  the  i 


l-   tll.JSUb-.ti 


jii    these   subjects   in 

i  it  appears)   the  Bar- 

.    iiad   been 


writing.  In  May  (; 
raCfc-masU'i  generals  net 
eiainiiicil  in  the  Auditor's  otlice,  as  far  tu 
Ifcey  Could  he  in  ihi:  undecided  state  ofthi 
questions  res|weting  his  responsibility  am 
powers  ;  Uit  the  hent^gen.  not  having  ye 
Complied  with  the  late  requisition  uf  tin 
board,  tlie  auditors  un  [he  iith  of  May 
reminded  him  of  their  wubes  to  receivi 
his  stall -metit 


official  busui 
peace,  the  heoi.-gen 
before  July:  on  the 
lieut.-gei^  De  Lane 
(lie  tuiutjuice  ul  « 
stated  at  the  lust  iul 
ul  his  recponsihiUfy,  mid  what  he  i 
1 


ing,  winch,  owing  t 
consequence  of  the 
was  prevented  giving 
17  lh  of  that 
v  repeated  io  writing 
liat  ho  hail  verbally 
ibject 


reived  lafeti  the  duty  of 

;■■■  ii.-rii,  mi:  lining  four  i 
the  maimer  in  which  lb. 
ties  ol'hitiieparimeutw 
'■at  cuiilereriee,  audi  th 
f  1711.  July,  ISO'.',  we 
effect*,  though  tome  t 
they  were  anted  upon, 
the  auditors  adopted  tb 
rjon,  "lii'.h,  ob  ttw  ! 
i,  they  commuui 
the  lords  comoitsaion 
treasury,  vis.  "  Tbat 
lieut.-gen.  De  Lance)' 
rack- master -general  b»< 
red  in  their  office,  in 
lordships'  minute  of  Is 
procMdstd  on  at  difl'e 
board  hud  found  the  a. 
era  to  be  of  such  a  natu 
of  receiving  a  sutiifai 
consistently  with  thus 
regulations  which  govci 
of  the  auditor's  office  f 
on,  that  the  War-office 
tent  to  undertake  an 
iuvesligatio.1  of  the  sai 
muiter  rolls,  &c.  in  I 
secretary  at  war,  and  » 
sible  to  suppose  he  i 
part  with  forexa'rninati 
""  e,  as  they  are  daily 
objects!  equally  in 
.■  time  the  board  g 
,  "  tbat  it  was  the  i 
t,  in  framing  the  v 
gulalion  of  Barracks 
tints  of  the  Han 
;Id  be  annualh  mad 
into   the  office  of  the  e 

thereof ;  that 
ce^diug  was  analogous 
'iT.ii  respect  to  the  accc 
;r  of  the  navy,  whose  : 
ned  by  the  commissi! 
should  their  lord: 
the  Barrack  acco 
nutely  examined,  as  » 
auditor's  office,  tlie  be 
they  were  of  such  inagl 
plicated,  that  uotwithi 
crease  of  the  estnblishn 
office,  a  speedy  exumii 
impracticable:"  conclu 
it  to  be  their  duty  to  dt 
to  reconsider  their  mi 
1797,  and  to  signify  tb 
previously  to  any  fartbi 
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-hail   on   these  accounts   in  th^  auditor's 
office.     Dec.  22, 1 805,  the  treasury  replied 
-to  the   preceding  letter  of    the  auditors, 
•stating,  that  on  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject,   they   thought  themselves  bound  by 
the  act  of  25  Geo.  IIIf  c.  52.   to  direct, 
that  the  Barrack- master-general's  accounts 
he  examined  by  the- auditor's  board.     On 
receipt  of  this  letter,  the  auditors,  Jan.  4, 
J  804,  acquainted  Tieut.-gen.  De  Lancey  of 
their  having,  on  consideration  of  his  letter 
of  17lh  July,  1802,  fully  stated  his  case  to 
the  lords  commissioners  of  his  maj.'s  trea- 
sury, but  that  their  lordships  had  directed 
them  to  proceed  in  the  examination  of  his 
accounts  ;  which  accordingly  they  had  or- 
dered to  be  prosecuted  with  all  convenient 
dispatch.     In  consequence  of  this  deter- 
mination, lie ut. -gen.  De  Lancey,  on  6th 
Jan.  1804,    requested    that   the   auditors 
would  send   buck  all  the  accounts,  state- 
ments, and  returns,  which  had  been  for- 
warded with  his  letter  of  July  17i   1802, 
for  it6  elucidation. :   Feb.  27,   1S04,  the* 
Auditors,  having  again  deliberated  on  the 
it  hole    matter    respecting  lieut.-gen.   De 
Lancey's  accounts,  and  on  all  which  had 
passed  concerning  them,  informed  lieut.- 
gen.  De  Laucey,  tirst,  that  the -accounts 
and  returns  which  he  requested  in  his  let- 
ter of  6th  Jan.  should  be  returned  to  him  ; 
and  secondly-,  that  his  accounts  were  under 
examination.  They  further  informed  lieut.- 
gen.  De.  Lancey/ that  they  should  feel  it 
their  duty  to  require  that  the  accounts  of 
the  Barrack-master- general,  subsequent  to 
March  24,   1795,  (the  date   of  his  maj.'s 
last  warrant,)  or  so  soon  after  that  date  as 
the  warrant  could  be  applied  to  the  Bar- 
rack expenditure,  should  be  examined  and 
approved    by  the    secretary    at    war,    as 
prescribed  by  the  23d  section  of  the  said 
warrant.     The  auditors  having  at  length 
decided  that  the  accounts  of  the  Barrack- 
master-general,  for  the  period  after  March 
24,    1795,   were   to    be   examined   at  the 
War-office,  lieut.-gen.  De  Lancey,'  March 
C,  1804,  enquired  of  the  auditors  whether 
it  was  expected  that  he  should  proceed  in 
making  up  his   accounts  from    Dec.  25, 
1795,  (to  which  period  they  had  been  sent 
to  the  auditor's  office,)  and  deliver  them 
into  the  War-office.     To   this   letter  the 
auditors  replied,  March  9, 1 S04 ;  saying,  that 
the  lieut.-gen.  was  to  give  his  accounts  from 
March  25,  1795,  into- the  War-office,  there 
to  undergo  an  examination,  as  prescribed 
by  the  warrant,  previously  to   their   being 
delivered  into  the  auditor's  afficet     Befog;; 


the  lieut.-con.  sent  his   accounts  to  the 
War-office,  he  deemed  it  pn»per  to  apprw 
the  secrotarvut  war  of  the  hist  decision  of 
the  auditors;  and  with  this  view  commu- 
nicated, with  a  letter  of  March  19,  1804, 
copies  of  the  correspondence  between  him- 
self and  the  auditors  from  July  17,  1802, 
to  March  9,  1804.     April  2,  the  secretary 
at  war  forwarded  the  lieut.-gen  .'s  letter  of 
March    10,    with  its  enclosures,   to  the 
lords  commissioners  of  his  maj.'s  treasury* 
who,  on  the  19th  of  April,  referred  tint 
whole  to  the  auditors  for  their  consideration 
and  report.     The  subject  being  thus  again 
brought  before  the  auditors,  the  board,  on 
the  27th  of  April,  1804,  made  a  special 
report  thereon  to  the  treasury  to  the  follow, 
ing  purport : — The  auditors  first  called  their 
lordships'  attention  to  their  report  of  Oct. 
26*,  1805;  but  observing  that,  on  receiving 
their  lordships'  decisive  order  of  Dec.  22, 
1803,  the  board   had  proceeded  in  their 
examination  of  the  Barrack-accounts;  that 
they   had  pernsed   his   maj.'s  warrant  of 
March  24,  1/95  *»  and  presuming,  on  a  full 
consideration   of   the  subject,   that  their 
lordships  could  not  intend   to   supersede 
the   express   directions  contained   in  the 
warrant  under  his  maj.'s  royal  sign  manual, 
the  board  had  therefore   requested  "lieut.- 
gen.  De  Lancey  to  withdraw  his  accounts 
from  their  office,  in  order  to   their  being 
submitted  to  such  previous  examination  by 
the  secretary  at  war,  as  was  prescribed  by 
the  above  warrant;  yielding  the  most  per- 
fect obedience  to  their  lordships'  directions 
with  regard  to  the  ultimate  audit  of  the 
Barrack-mast er-general's  accounts  in  their 
office;   that  the  board  still  retained  their 
opinion  recited  in  their  report  of  Oct.  26", 
1803,  of  the  expediency  of  the  previous 
examination  in  the  War-office,  which  would 
both  facilitate  and  render  more  efficacious 
the  ultimate  examination;  recommending 
to  their  lordships  to  signify  their  pleasure, 
that  the  Barrack  accounts  should  be  exa- 
mined under  the  directions  of  the  secretary 
at  war,  previously  to  their  being  delivered 
for  final  examination  into  their  office.  The 
treasury,  on  receiving  this  representation, 
were  pleased  to  approve  of  the  arrange- 
ments proposed  by  the  auditors;  and  on 
the  ytli  of  May,  1804,  communicated  them 
officially  to  the  secretary  at  war,  whoap* 
plied,  May  11,  1804,  to  the  auditors  for  an 
explanation  of  the  nature  of  the  previous 
examination  which  was  recommended  by 
the  auditors,  and  enquiring  to  what  objects 
their  subsequent   and    final    investigation 
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would  be  directed.  July  57^.  1804,  the  audi- 
tors, in  answer,  acquainted  the.  secretary  at 
var  (Mr.  William  Duudas),  that  all  articles 
in  the  Barrack -master-general's  accounts, 
relating  to  Troops  in  Barracks  or  Hospitals, 
and  to  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  every 
kind  of  stores,  should  be  completely  exa- 
mined by  the  War- office;  and.  that  all.  arti- 
cles relating  to  the  receipt  and  expenditure 
of  cash  sbojuld  be  examined  by  the  audi- 
tors :  but  if  auy  articles  occurred  which 
did"  not  fall  under  oue  or  oiher  of  these 
divisions,  (and  they  were  not  at  that  time 
tiware  of  there  being  any,)  the  board  relied 
on   the  secretary  at  war's  giving  directions 
lb i  their  being  examined  in  the  War-office. 
-Aug.  1,  1804,  the  secretary  at  war  forward- 
ed a  copy  of  this  letter  to  lieut.-gen.  De 
Luncey;  directing  the  lieut.-gen.  at  .the 
same  time  to  withdraw  his  accounts  (sub- 
sequent to  March  24,  179$*)  from  the  au- 
ditor's office,  and  deliver  them  into  the 
War-office  for  the  purpose  of  being  exami- 
ned in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  au- 
ditors: but  lieut.-gen.  De  Lancey  was  no 
sooner  acquainted  with  this  arrangement 
of  a  two-fold  examination,  than  he  object- 
ed most' strongly  to  the  measure.     In  a 
letter  of  Aug.  19,  1804,  he  represented  to 
the  secretary  at  war  that  the  mode  pro- 
posed was  not  only  incompatible  with  the 
stipulations  made  with  him  under  a  strong 
ar.d  formal  compact,  but  also  impractica- 
ble ;  requesting,  that  as  his  majesty's  war- 
rant was  ultimately  resorted  to,  after  seven 
years  of  delay,  the  whole  of  his  accounts 
might  be  examined,  in  conformity  with  the 
inunctions  of  the  warrant  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  secretary  at  war,  who  was 
best  acquainted  with  the  necessity  and  dif- 
ficulties of  the  measures  he  had  to  execute. 
This  remonstrance  does  not  appear  to  have 
produced  any  change  in  the  determinations 
of  the'  public   offices ;  and    three   months 
afterwards,  Nov.  9,  1804,    lieut.-gen.  De 
Lancey  resigned  the  situation  of  Barrack- 
mas  ter-general,  in  which  he  was  succeeded 
by  lieut.-gen.  Hewett.  Lieut.-gen.  De  Lan- 
cey on  this  event  received  official  directions 
to  make  up  his  accounts  to  the  day  of  his 
resignation ;  and  the  assistance  that  was  to 
be  taken  from  the  Barrack-office  for  this 
object,  now  became  a  subject  of  discussion 
.between  lieut.-gen.  De  Lancey,  his  succes- 
sor, and  the  public  offices.     In  the  mean 
time,  lieut.-gen.  De  Lancey  withdrew  his 
accounts  from  the  auditor's  office,  and,  in 
Feb.    1805,   delivered  them  (as  directed) 
into  the  War-office,  eyen  those  prior  as  well 


as  those  subsequent  to  March  24, 1795.  So 
that  the  whole  of  his  accounts  which  had 
been -so  long  lodged  with  the  auditors  were 
withdrawn,  and  delivered  into  the  War- 
office.  .  Upon  the  Barrack  accounts  being 
again  deposited  with  the  secretary  at  war, 
it  became  a  matter  of  discussion,  by  what 
means  a  prompt  examination  ot  them  might 
be  most  effectually  procured.  It  was  -ap- 
prehended that-  the  pressure  of  the  cur- 
rent business  in  the  War-office  would  net 
allow  it  to  undertake  such  an  important  in- 
crease of  business  without  additional  aid ; 
but  before  any  augmentation  of  the  esta- 
blishment was  determined  upon,  the  secre- 
tary at  war  deemed  it  adviseable  to  enquire 
what  progress,  had  been  made  in  the  pre* 
paration  of  lieut.-gen.  De  Lancey's  accounts 
for  the  years  subsequent  to  1795,  and  when 
it  might  be  expected  that  the  same  would 
be  delivered  in  for  examination.  This  ap- 
plication was  made  to  lieut.-gen.  De  Lan- 
cey, April  6,  1805;  but  the  lieut.-gen.  apr 
prehending  that  the  then  secretary  at  war 
(Mr.  William  Dundas)  was  unacquainted 
with  the  circumstauces  relating  to  his  ac- 
counts, which  we  have  so  fully  detailed, 
communicated  a  statement  of  them  to  him 
in  a  letter  dated  April  14,\1805;  at  the 
conclusion  of  this  letter  the  lieut.-gen.  ob- 
served, that  the  making  up  of  the  accounts 
subsequent  to  1795,  must  depend  on  the  in- 
formation he  gained  from  the  settlement  of 
those  accounts  then  before  the  War-office; 
and  also  on  the  assistance  the  treasury  might 
be  pleased  to  afford  him  from  the  Barrack- 
office  for  this  purpose ;  the  extent  of  which 
the  lieut.-gen.  fully  described  in  his  letter  to 
the  secretary  at  war.  The. discussion  con- 
cerning this  assistance  which  lieut.-gen,  De 
Lancey  was  to  receive  from  the  Barrack 
office  being  still  continued,  the  secretary 
at  war  thought  proper  to  suspend  the  mea- 
sures which  he  had  in  contemplation  re- 
specting the  examination  of  the  Barrack* 
office  accounts.  At  length,  after  a  cor- 
respondence (scarcely  less  voluminous  than 
that  already  abstracted)  on  the  subject  of 
the  assistance  to  be  afforded  to  lieut.-gen. 
De  Lancey  in  making  up  his  accounts,  it 
was  determined  by  the  lords  commissioners 
of  the  treasury  in  July  1805,  that  the  ac* 
countant  of  the  Barrack-office  (who  had 
been  in  this  situation  from  the  commenced 
ment  of  the  establishment,  and  who  con* 
tinued  to  act  in  the  same  capacity  under 
the  new  Barrack-master-general)  should, 
with  three  clerks,  be  employed  in  the  bu- 
siness.    It  has  been  proposed,  hawever,  by 
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the  present  Barrack-master-general,  and  a* 
greed  to  by  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  that 
anterior  to  Mr.  Stanbank's  engaging  in  this 
employment,  he  shall  make  up  a  portion 
of  the  Barrack-office  accounts,  from  Nov. 
10,  1804,  (the  day  on  which  lieut.-gen. 
Mewett  entered  on  his  office)  to  June  2-*, 
1805.  From  the  information  thus  col- 
lected, it  appears  that  the  late  Barrack- 
master  -  general's  accounts  to  Dec.  24, 
1795,  are  now  in  the  War-office ;  where, 
considering  the  examination  they  have 
already  undergone  in  the  auditor's  office, 
it  may  be  presumed  that  they  might  be 
soon  brought  to  a  settlement;  but  it  is 
stated  that  the  examination  is  not  now  pro- 
ceeding, because,  until  lieut.-gen.  De  I>an- 
cey  can  fix  a  time  for  delivering  in  hi*  ac- 
counts of  the  succeeding  years,  the  secre- 
tary at  war  cannot  determine  whether  to 
augment  his  present  establishment,  or  to 
form  a  separate  department  for  the  express 
purpose  of  examining  the  Barrack  accounts. 
AVe  learn  further,  that  when  the  examina- 
tion of  any  part  of  the  accounts  for  the 
years  succeeding  the  24th  of  December, 
J 795,  shall  have  been  concluded  in  the 
War-oflice,  and  the  accounts  so  examined 
shall  have  been  remitted  to  the  auditor's 
office  for  their  subsequent  examination,  it 
will  be  indispensibly  necessary  to  form  a  new 
department  in  that  office  also,  consisting  of 
from  4  to  6  persons,  for  the  same  express 
purpose;  but  the  time  when  this  shall  hap- 
pen, must  certainly  be  very  distant;  for, 
the  accountant,  Mr.  Stanbank,  tells  us, 
(in  which  he  is  confirmed  by  lieut.-gen. 
Hewett,)  that  the  accounts  of  the  present 
Barrack-master-general  to  June  24,  1805, 
cannot  be  completed  before  the  spring  of 
the  present  year,*  until  which  event,  he  is 
not  to  be  permitted  to  undertake  the  ar- 
rangement of  those  of  the  Barrack-mas- 
ter-general; and  he  apprehends  that  it  will 
require  perhaps  three  if  not  four  years  for 
himself,  and  two  or  three  efficient  clerks, 
to  arrange  and  put  them  into  form  lit  for 
official  examination. 

MEASURES  PROPOSED  FOR  A  SPF.F.DT  SET- 
TLEMENT   OF    THE    ACCOUNTS. 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  accounts  of  the 

*  On  the  17th  March,  1806,  the  commission- 
ers received  a  letter  from  lieut.-gen.  Hewett,  in- 
forming the  board,  that  Mr.  Stanbank  had  finally 
examined  the  several  Barrack-matters'  accounts 
under  his  inspection,  and  hod  removed  to  the  of- 
fice provided  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  lieut.-gen.  De  Lancey,  in  which  duty  he 
was  to  be  exclusively  employed  from  that  date. — 
See  Appendix,  No.  69. 
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persons  not  invested  with  powers  specially 
Kpplnabie  lu  tins  case,  will  be  constantly 
checked  in  their  progress,  and  will  be  often 
compelled  (greatly  to  the  delay  of  their 
proceeding:)  to  resort  to  higher  authority 
for  directions. — It  is  no  trivia]  objection  to 
the  Diode  proposed  by  the  auditor,  of  pas- 
sing these  accounts,  that  the  very  u 
rous  vouchers  attendant  upon  them 
be  removed,  first  to  the  War-office,  and 
then  to  the  office  of  ihe  auditors;  and  that 
the  accountant  of  the  Bar  rack -office,  wbe 
Is  to  be  employed  al  that  office  to  arrange 
these  accounts,  is  considered  by  the  laleBur- 
rack- mustei -general  as  the  only  persoi 
Competent  to  afford  the  e.x pi  ana  t  ion  whicl 
"ill  be  required  fur  their  elucidation, 
Lieut.-gen.  De  Lancey  is,  as  has  been  al- 
ready staled,  dissatisfied  with  this  divided 
•  ■■:  Kimii  l',:  jij  determined  on  by  the  lords  of 
his  rnaj.'s  treasury;  and  on  the  whole,  we 
cannot  consider  it  as  sn  adequate  remedy 
tor  the  evils  produced  by  ten  years  of  in 
decision  and  delay.  Under  these  eircuro 
■fences  we  have  no  hesitation  in  recon 
■tending  a  reference  of  lieut.-gen.  D 
to  some  persons  speci 
u'.ed  to  investigate  them,  with 
s  adequate  to  that  object.  What 
suggest,  nevertheless,  must  be 
considered  as  applicable  only  to  the  parti- 
cular uecouotS  under  consideration,  (viz 
the  aecwwu  from  Dec.  24,  179'-',  to  Nov 
10,  1804.)  which,  frum  the  circumstance) 
We  haie  already  detailed,  have  become  st 
much  in  m  rear,  as  to  make  it  almost  a  mat 
ter  of  necessity  to  deviate  from  the  usua. 
forms  ol  passing  them,  however  well  adapt, 
ed  such  hirms  may  be  to  the  passing  of  tht 
current  accounts  of  Ihe  Barrack -office. — 
It  will  be  bpuii,  from  what  ah  have  ahead; 
Hated,  that  the  ledgers  and  accounts  ul  the 
Barruck-u trice  are  nut  yet  in  a  state  to  be 
examined  by  any  board,  to  whose  final  in- 
spection tltev  may  be  referred.  The  ac- 
counts of  the  several  Barrack-masters,  and 
the  oilier  subaccounts,  are  the  docuuienis 
from  which  the  iedgi-is  must  be  made  up  ; 
■  small  paiL  only  ul  these  has  as  vet  un- 
dergone a  final  examination  by  the  ac- 
countant, and  this  examination  is  stated  by 
him  to  be  requisite,  before  the  items  or 
which  they  arc  tomposed  can  be  inserted  in 
lient.-gen.  De  Lancey's  accounts,  and  the 
»ub-*ccounts  brought  forward  as  his  vouch- 
ers. When  this  work  shall  have  been 
completed,  and  Lieut.-gen.  De  Laotoy's 
accounts  shall  have  been  made  up  and  de- 
Iweted  in,  these  sub- ace  out*,  as  the- 
Vol.  vi, —  typeir't.r.  ' 
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r  ::    *r  a.  :."..o':i.  t:::s  >:.ie':e  r'&t^ijl.sti-  .  !!!V»  Imvc  vet   been  m 
n:.::.:    .io  ..":   u;e  busir.es?,  pro.  ised   ca^es  th*»v  have  not  vei 
»«r-i/!i?  ^:  1-  ctr-ii  Lc   L-cii:vir«!!!t    witi.!  Wilder*.     Tiis?  ui8i:«r 
c  .xx-'ii::*,  ..:.-.  z\>i-  a-.u:  w  iiiir:  ih*-:n- '  'tu  i.uoii  of  \\w  ioMs  c 
s   tu   :».=  =  .::!•_•  .i    r.:t  ,%t  r  p,,::^:;  <»f"  tS:e  ■  m:.  .*s  li»\isur\  :  tor.  li 
ir. — ^.ould    t::t*   yr  j\  .    ii   wi.:«:i   a.ve  .  i  IiiaX^Miii  to  the  prr.M 
ii  s::j,":i;:,  a*  tL«    L"ct    ::.t  ::;r  v.u  fin    :-  :'.can:lv  a   l«w  daw  ,.;i 
i»  lo  e.xiTw  t  iIjo  lutt  i»  .!.*:-.  :.-ir..*»ti-:"-    '•>  ?hr  ollioe,  he  is  diret 
ai- aLc'».:;i:*i  irciu   th-.  ■;■  r;>:.-.».';,t  t:n-    ilunj*,  to  muke  r.i\iii« 
»iriit*i)t,   i.c  a;j:  roiv  :  ur,  it  v..n:i:i  !jc  ;  »vii,tract*  entiTOil  inti* 
it  lilt:  i.»r.;-  cuHi:nis.i'<uer»  •■!  !:.  *iu;ii.V  t  '.l\  acinrcin^  to  the  Kti 
u ry  *iiijiil»i  retomj»;.'iiii  iu  v-.v  Miil.Mrs    »;i.ii  tlif  rr;:iiiatii*i,«  mr 
ic  juul.c  m  counts  to  su-^fiid  iill  Jin;- ;  "Ik1  li;»rnnl;  •■fi"n,e.   ll'f 
ings  in  rt^pt-ct  ui   ire  i-ij.iLits  to   thr  _  !■:  :*•  e:ir:tloii  :u  ill* •  5:«r, 
Barrack- ii:a>tcr-j:t>:K'rait   icliiii;cJii  L-  !  'iitlirulty  mi^lit  ar.-i;  to 
•av-iirisi'jr-^ciiCiMl  ol"   hi-  [ji.tj.S   for-    the  initio  ni  iiironntiiii! 
and  to  tlic  srrretaiA  at  war  to  pruciiit  |  lht»,r  Ion  It.  Sips  wert*  pl« 
naj.'s  warrant*  to  rover  those    tuM.-  ■  n-ct   tlmi   as  ulieu   us 


-   rT'  ■■* 


.  .  •  te»>  i 


■  ■  -:•■  n-  ■■■■-■:    --ta  ■  -.#»se  iiree-  ■  aa  the 

^   .  4. -.*■■--  :3  -^«rv:n»ini;::T' cauot 

■  r..»-":  •■  ~"*iant  lawMii* 
.-».               ...--„  *r?ctacs  *.itier  '.£•  ao-i  n 

....-.«-.  ..;  .:.;  «o^:inn  ze:rr*  -se  *a-"  ;s  to  re 
.■-.-*.    .-?  *»     .u.*n  .pnn  -.▼  -ie*n  za. 

-•jw*  '  -•.*■     ..  "UV£    'firmifi:  .r^eii.  is  *■  :itar*» 
..*■  ...»r-  -    -»      *w  ".-.at  *Se  .fiance  jisn 
-«".     ■•*'.»*     >    -^k  '.auaitr:   *  lift  vonid  •  so»  ia 
r.xdr-   -  ■  *    ....'vr.:   -..a  *oaitor*  :o 
:..-■»    rv.»  -  -.e    *nc'*  r:^eumst:4acsi 

-?v**.-:v   -OTT   such   leia*  tart 'aeacr t!m 

ji— .  .„  •  ■  "".  sr-taer  account*,  ana  \  naaaer-tji 

■■■:.■•  -v*r,t  ;*,..<  slyest  aim  :n  vresavaM-   aeaa  it^ 

.  -v;*>r  ti,?':  *ti 'nuance*  in  sur-li  incrwinU'  hiqn'ty  ifl 

^  >  -. •;  ;;■  r  -     r^*^  -'  :n  tell  as  iieuc»-gea.  3*  i  parar  4 

l^r.o** .     .{*  y^nwu.  ■  betafbrr,  :a  *  let- •  lTgfi^""g^ 

.>  -:i^  --»vnr.(  m  order  iba*  '.be  ae~*weil  oa>:l 

-.v.n-*  ot    tr.v  >iit/iinf9    undertaken  aw,  imams  as 

^a  .•-.-«:•■  re.;  lAder  .he  ordaca  it,  an  pre-  *  lodged  tH 

•WK-.of.  ..»-^.v  4t  ^ne  :iew  •mtrr^o  inres-i  \Yhea,ini 

*  sa'.-on,    aar  -he  'j&ris  enaarr.iaatonBiB  ofi  aad  «*! 

.v.*  n  f|.  ■*  '  "^'ir/  should  direct  lienc-gan.  ■  into  thntV 

;,e  \*r\c*'  ■',  \tA\9i  :n  nig  aecounta  tfcaael  am* baa] 

.\*»-T»eM*  *s  .■•■  **e  oy  .tin client. ~gan.  Hew-  : 

*•  ■  ■ :    >..t   r»  'j**  n»»v»T?het*s»  ineerTeri  ia  on*  i 

* .  -  -ifiT) .  .  I ew*t ' \)  acrnnri t  to  nm  exa~   sacti 
;*!»•.•*•  i  v  •••*   ^iKltiors.     L-eur.-am.   De 
f^r-***"/.    ".'»«••. pr,  :n    Vat.   fnilfiwin^,  ;iw 
y^-r.^    v.-^.  M^-re»r,  *:H<it  to  making ud|  an  auifafli 
•^   r>t»oiir    -u  :.vmi«,    ne  snail   include  all 
-'"'•rjg*»  :'*»v-  '•«  -»/•/-•!  j  nt  of  baildtft^  and 


for  the  ■■ 


the  n^aJ 
noner  H 
ahouia  S 


■  «  -j  -r.i; r«?*9if ■■•  oavmenu,  accompanied  br 
'■-•  :*»r-*,-,t^  of"  -lv»  o^rwft,  as  his  ^vnacfarra, 
i\'i  i\.<it  '•or.^^riii^rst*"  ne  rannnt  zn  ennsi- 
''.'■rH  is  r*»«pon«!hie  :'»>••  -.'nc  final  sen'.em^nt ;  for  the  oj 
»K  -ii^w  -•'•^O'l'iti. — In  this  liware^ment  •  tlkw5  thad 
-^r-.^n  \c*  late  and  present  R  *rrack- 1  general  al 
p!st»»Hr-^!i*rHi.  if.  :•,  no  dO'iLt,  ditficnlt  lo  [  *hing  na| 
%•!«  v-iif  'hi'  m«iy  ^  at  th^  tametiintf  -atis-  ■  ndontedli 
f»u-»ory  f<>  ;h*-rp,  *nd  heasni&:ien*  fprunf.  »  iievrdnai 
•'>  ti;<*  ^■r*l.'! :  r>m  ^e  prr»oft«e.  in  oni*r  to  prehenall 
o')v:i-*»  'h*1  '^Uy  wlvch  the  pr^s^nt  Bar-  siibjecaftJ 
fA*/  •■•  4S.' ^■:-ji» n»ra I  iVj^ra  xw.uld  arise  in  part  of  tl 
p:« '.■■•:*./  :*.■■■■»  p'-'f^er  Hr:-o!in"^  betr#re  Li.e;**!-1  ondertall 
';'.•'.«*«.  ii  h«  i<  oM  s^d  rr*  orr>d!ic^  the  b«ni- 

h;»  Vjii'  'vr<  r-»i  r.iA  payment  of  the  baUnce 
».fjf r**d  *•■/  tf.f»  it^rd?  ^ommi*sion^n  of  bis 
"j  1;. '%  \ff  .-i»ry,  thaf.  f.eir  lordships  do  re- 
".r.;d»r  r.i  if  former  ;  ant  ructions  on  the 
•  ii.'/' ',  ;ind  dirr^-i  fhnp.  t;ieir  ordfr  for  the 
fwivr/i'-i.r  '»f  rii«  money  t^>  th#»  person  na- 


\» 


OfBcaai 

r-  i,  v.r'r,  lui  r^ryiipt  in  full,  should  be  the     toghaaal 


1/  h*r«  '»r»  'vhi^:h  »'»ch  p/i^me:ts  shall  be 
iTuf.'<-i»d  by  »bf  auditors  in  the  account  of 
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